














































MINUTES 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER PARKWAY COMMISSION 

October 2, 1977 

The Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission met on October 2, 
1977 at 10:00 a.m. at the Ramada Inn a Lacrosse, Wisconsin . . 

Chairman Vogel called the meeting to order with the following members 
o f the Commission present for the Conference: Senators Purfeerst, 
Kleinbaum, and Bernhagen; Representatives Sarna, Niehaus and McEachern; 
Chairman George Vogel and Victor Jude; Tim Edman. 

Representative McEachern moved, seconded by Representative Niehaus, 
that we accept the recommendation of the Executive Comrnittee and 
elect Mr. Tim Edman as our Executive Secretary. MOTION CARRIED. 

It was agreed that we should offer two resolutions at the Conference 
as follows: 

1. A Resolution in Recognition of Mr. F. Robert Edman. 
2. A Resolution on Access Spur Connections. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

jr 



A RESOLUTION 

ON ACCESS SPUR CONNECTIONS 

WHEREAS, the FHWA Regulations regarding the Great River 

Road allow for access spurs to areas of interest and scenic 

enhancement proximate to the Mississippi River; 

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the 

ten states and the two provinces of the' Mississippi River 

Parkway Commission, that interstate and intrastate access 

spurs be authorized crossing the Mississippi River, and funds 

be allowed where significant scenic, historical, recreational 

and/or archeological features exist nearby on the other side 

of the Mississippi River from the nationally cesignated route. 

Such spurs shall be by the most direct feasible route and 

shall not include construction of new bridges across the 

Mississippi River. 

Unanimously Adopted: 
October 4, 1977 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 



A RESOLUTION 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. F. ROBERT EDMAN 

WHEREAS, Mr. F. Robert Edman served the Mississippi River 

Parkway Commission both in Minnesota and Nationally for over 

ten years; and 

WHEREAS, F. Robert Edman gave unfailing of his time to 

the Commission in furtherance of its objectives; and 

WHEREAS, F. Robert Edman was a moving force in obtaining 

Federal funding for the initiation of the Mississippi River 

Parkway construction; and 

WHEREAS, F. Robert Edman provided significant assistance 

in the Commission's Marquette-Joliet Tricentennial Commemoration; 

arid 

WHEREAS, F. Robert Edman i~ his role of National Commission 

Secretary provided a continuing communications link between the 

states involved in the Parkway development; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the iississippi River 

Parkway Commission assembled in its 1977 Annual Meeting, formally 

r ecognizes a contribution of F. Robert Edman in moving the 

Mississippi River Parkway closer to its goal in recent years, 

and expresses its deep and continued appreciation for the many 

contributions too numerous to mention from their friend, Mr. 

F. Robert Edman; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mississippi River P~rkway 

Commission expresses its deep appreciation to Dorothy Edman and 

other members of the Edman Family for permitting Robert Edman 

to share his time and talents with the Mississippi River Parkway 

Commission. 

Unanimously Adopted - La Crosse, Wisconsin 
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MINUTES 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER PARKWAY COMMISSION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

November 29, 1977 $ 

The Executive Committee of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission 
met on November 29, 1977 at 12:00 Noon in the Transportation Building. 

Members Present: Chairman George Vogel, Victor N. Jude and Representative 
Bob McEachern. 

Also Present: Kermit McRae, Larry Foote, Terry Hoffman and Ellen Temple 
of the Department of Transportation. 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the proposed 1978 legislation 
for the Great River Road. 

Ellen Temple explained the legislation and in detail and summarized as follows: 

Summary of Provisions: Deletes statutory designation of Great River Road 
and provides for designation at Commissioner's discretion with the approval 
of the Mississippi River Parkway Cormnission. Provides funds for local costs. 

Reason and Purpose for Legislation: The designation of the Great River Road 
is in part controlled by federal requirements. During the next several years 
minor changes in designation will likely be required in order for Minnesota 
to be eligible for maximum federal participation. Rather than repeated 
requests for legislation it seems more appropriate to provide for designation 
as stated above. 

It was agreed that the Department of Transportation would work with members 
of the legislature on the Commission for authorship and see that the bill 
gets an early hearing. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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MINNESOTA MRPC MEETING 

February 15, 1978 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

The Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission met on February 15, 
1978, at 4:30 p.m. at the State Office Building, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Minnesota MRPC members present were: Chairman George Vogel, Vic Jude, 
Jacob Nordberg, Timothy Edman, and Senators Jack Kleinbaum and Clarence 
Purfeerst. 

Others present included: Jan Romanowski, Barbara Vogel, Minnesota DOT 
representatives Kermit McRae, Terry Hoffman, Andy Golfis and Herm Juffer, 
and Rosemary Goff representing the Lieutenant Governor. 

It was moved and seconded that the minutes be approved for the Minnesota 
Parkway Commission meetings on October 2, 1977, and November 29, 1977. 
The motion was unanimously approved. 

The Minnesota MRPC financial statement was presented which shows a 
balance as of December 31, 1977, of $1,732.23. This amount must cover 
Commission expenses until June 30, 1978. Senator Kleinbaum questioned 
whether the funds available would be sufficient to meet expenses. No 
unusuai expenses are expected during the remainder of this fiscal year, 
consequently, it should be possible to fund Commission activities during 
the next five months. It was also reported that any unexpended Commission 
funds at the end of this fiscal year will automatically be carried over 
to the Commission for fiscal year 1979. It was moved and seconded that 
the financial statement be accepted. The motion was unanimously approved. 

Discussion followed regarding the Minnesota DOT proposed legislation which 
would allow the DOT Commissioner to designate the route of the Great River 
Road at the Commissioner's discretion with the approval of the Minnesota 
Mississippi River Parkway Commission. Terry Hoffman explained the legis­
lation and stated that approval of the bill is essential in order for DOT 
t o obligate the federal Great River Road funds available to Minnesota. 
Senator Purfeerst reporteq on the status of the bill which was reviewed by 
the Senate Transportation Committee. It was reported that the bill would 
be heard by the House on February 20, 1978. 

The Commission then reviewed a list of 59 Great River Road projects for 
possible 1978 obligation. The projects total $11,437,000. Considerable 
discussion followed. It was emphasized that local units of government should 
continue to be advised of respective Great River Road projects and that 
local approval should be solidified at an early stage. It was decided 
that DOT will submit route location plans to the Commission for approval. 
DOT will also submit to the Commission a list of proposed projects within 
each approved route location as projects are determined. If DOT needs to 
change route locations after initial Commission approval has been obtained, 
DOT will return to the Commission for location amendment approval. 

It was moved and seconded that Segments 1A (Lake Itasca to Bemidji), 2B 
(Jacobson to T.H.), SB (Monticello to I-694), and 6 (I-694 to Prescott) be 



- 2 -

approved by the Commission subject to the passage of Minnesota legislation 
which provides for Great River Road designation at the DOT Commissioner's 
discretion with the approval of the Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway 
Commission. The motion was unanimously approved. 

Tim Edman presented a Great River Road status report. The Carter Administration 
has submitted to Congress the 1978 Highway and Public Transportation 
Improvement Act of 1978. This Act does not request any additional funds 
for the Great River Road. However, the House Public Works Committee is 
presently disregarding the Carter transportation legislation and instead 
the Committee is updating the 1977 Surface Transportation Act introduced 
during the 1st Session, 95th Congress by Congressman James Howard (Dem-N.J.). 
This legislation includes $35 million per year for the Great River Road 
for fiscal years 1979, 1980, 1981, and 1982. The Senate Public Works 
Committee is also drafting its own highway··1egislation, but it is not yet 
certain whether they will include funds for the Great River Road. National 
MRPC Officers and MRPC State Charimen will probably meet next month with 
key U.S. Senate and House members to discuss the need for additional 
Great River Road funds. Congressman Oberstar's access spur legislation 
should be added to the Howard bill and should be approved. This is another 
matter, however, that will be discussed during Congressional visits next 
month in Washington, D.C. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Timothy J. Edman 
MRPC Secretary 



Minnesota MRPC Meeting 
June 26, 1978 

St. Paul, M;i1nesota 

The Minnesota MRPC met on June 26, 1978 at 3:30 at the State Office 
Building, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Minnesota MRPC members present were: Chairman George Vogel, Senator 
Clarence Purfeerst, Senator John Bernhagen, Representative Bob 
McEarchern, Representative Joseph Niehaus, and Tim Edman. 

Others present included: Jan Romanowski, Secretary; Minnesota DOT 
representatives Kermit McRae, Andy uvHis and Herm Juffer; Mike Landis, 
Historical Society; Dave Gaitley, State Tourism Division; Ron Duncan, 
House Appropriations Committee; Tom Kuhfelt, St. Paul Public Works 
Office; and Barb Vogel. 

In order to expidite business, Chairman Vogel began immediately 
with current Great Ri~er Road problems. Mr. McRae summarized current 
GRR funds obligated and anticipated obligations. Mr. Golfis then 
discussed problems caused by current Federal GRR regulations which 
prohibit projects where fees or tolls are charged even if such fees 
are for maintenance purposes. Mr. Golfis mentioned that U.S. 
Senator ~~endell Anderson and U.S. Congressman James Oberstar will 
attempt to amend the Federal GRR regulations through language added 
to the 1978 Surface Transportation Act being considered by the U~S. 
Congress. Mr. Golfis also mentioned the access spur language that 
would be added to the 1970 Surface Transportation Act which would 
allow access spurs to cross the Mississippi River. Discussion 
followed. It was moved by Mr. McEarchern and second by Mr. Purfeerst 
that the Minnesota MRPC send a representative to Washington, D.C., if 
necessary, to meet with Congressional representatives regarding 
the fees and access spurs legislative amendments. Motion unanimously 
approved. 

M. McRae also mentioned the GRR problems 0ncountered in Hubbard 
County and that County's decision to withdraw from the GRR program. 
Discussion followed. 

Mr. Vogel them mentioned that the Association of Minnesota Counties 
was holding an annual meeting November 11-13, 1978 i1 St. Paul. 
Mr .. Vogel suggested that the Minnesota MRPC should participate in 
this meeting along with Minnesota OUT representatives to discuss the 
GRR \Jith County Commissioners from Counties located along the 
Mississippi River. Mr. McEarcerhn moved, second by Mr. Niehaus, 
that the Minnesota MRPC participate in the Association of Minnesota 
Counties meeting. Motion unanimously approved. 

The Minnesota MRPC biennium budget was discussed next. Mr. Purfeerst 
moved, second by Mr. Niehaus, that the Minnesota MRPC request $15,000 
per year including fudns for a State GRR brochure. Motion unanimously 
approved. 

The National MRPC Annual Convention to be held in New Orleans, 
Louisiana in August, 1978 was discussed next. 

Mr. Vogel, before adjourning, then requested approval for the minutes 



of the February 15, 1978 Minnesota MRPC meeting and the June 30, 
19/d Minnesota MRPC financial report. A motion to this effect was 
made by Mr. Purfeerst, second by Mr. Niehaus, and unanimously 
approved. 

At 5:00 P.M. the meeting adjourned. 



Minnesota MRPC Meeting 

August 28, 1978 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

The Minnesota MRPC met on August 12, 1978 at 1:00 P.M. at the Hotel 
Moneleone in conjunction with the National MRPC Annual Convention. 

Minnesota MRPC members present were: Chairman George Vogel, Senator 
Clarence Purfeerst, Senator Jack Kleinbaum, Senator John Bernhagen, 
Representative Bob McEarchern, Representative John Sarna, Vic Jude 
and Tim Edman. 

Others present were: Minnesota DOT representatives Kermit McRae, 
and Andy Golfis; Minneapolis City Council President Lou DeMars; and 
Barb Vogel. 

The Minnesota MRPC biennium budget request was discussed and revised. 
Mr. Kleinbaum moved, seconded by Mr. Purfeerst, that the Minnesota 
MRPC request $20,000 per year to cover increased activities. Motion 
unanimously approved. 

Mr. DeMars then mentioned GRR problems affecting the City of Minneapolis. 
Discussion followed. It was mentioned that t~~ current acess spur 
language included as part of the 1978 Surface Transportation Act considered 
by Congress would alleviate spur problems such as those of Minneapolis. 

It was moved and seconded that the Minnesota MRPC should suppor~ Mr. Vogel 
as a candidate for the National MRPC Distinguished Service Award. Motion 
unanimously approved. 

I t was moved and seconded that the Minnesota MRPC should support Vic Jude 
~or Pilot and Tim Edman for Secretary of the National MRPC. Motion 
unanimously approved. At 2:00 P.M. the meeting adjourned. 

On August 29 the Minnesota MRPC held a brief session with the Ontario MRPC 
to discuss the U.S. - Canadian customs traffic problem at International 
Falls, Minnesota. The two Parkway Corrrrnission agreed to work together in 
order to help remedy the boundary crossing problem. 



Minnesota Association of Counties - Minnesota MRPC Meeting 
November 13, 1978 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

There are potentially 21 Minnesota Counties that could benefit from 
the Great River Road program, including those Counties located south 
of the Twin Cities. At this meeting 12 Counties were represented by 
one o~more County Commissioners. A total of approximately 35 people 
attended the Great River Road session. 

Minnesota MRPC Chairman George Vogel opened the meeting and reviewed 
the responsibilities of the Minnesota MRPC. Minnesota MRPC members 
Joseph Niehaus, Bob McEachern and Tim Edman were also in attendance. 
Minnesota DOT Great River Road Coordinator Andy Golfis reviewed the 
overall Great River Road program, including the Federal funds that 
have been made available. Aitken County Commissioner Mike Zilverberg 
related that Aitken County has benefitted from the program, and has 
been able to work well with the Minnesota DOT as well as the Minnesota 
MRPC regarding the development of local Great River Road plans. Mr. 
~·· 1verberg inidcated that the Great River Road public hearings conducted 
by Minnesota DOT were "extremely good and helpful." 

There was also discussion of the local matching requirement which has 
recently been changed from 30% to 25% due to U.S. Congressional approval 
of the 1978 Surface Transportation Assistance Act. Currently, seven 
Minnesota Counties have received approximately $12.6 million in Federal 
Great River Road funds. 

It was explained that Federal Great River Road funds are available for 
both road improvement and amenili' projects such as parks, scenic over­
looks and rest areas. The Counties generally expressed primary interest 
in the use of Great River R~~d funds for road improvement projects. 

There was also discussion regarding the current ineligibility of CoP:!ties 
located South of the Tv.<. n Cities to receive Federal Great River Road 
funds due to Federal single-route restrictions. The use of other Federal 
and State funds for Great River Road development in the Southern Counties 
was mentioned. 

The meeting was very useful in regard · to bringing the Counties up-to-date 
on the Great River Road program and increasing local involvement. The 
question of Counties being able to meet the local matching requiremer.r~, 
however, ~ ~ s unresolved. 

For further information and deatails, see attached Contact Report by 
Barry Warner, Minnesota DOT. 



STATE Of !1 n;: !ESOTA - D~r' J\P.1~ 1f.!ff OT-' TI~t1NSl 1 0RTATIO:~ 
TIU"d·l:3110In/\TTON SERVICES DIVISIOH 

cmnJ\CT P.EPORT - OFTTCE OF n~vrnr.tf1ENTAL A:-fATrS 
r·~ntrnl 01;. ice 

State rroject ~o. 

Joh Location 

P.c~son for Cont~ct 

rcrsons Contoctc~ 

Date of Contact 

Status of Work 

: 

8810-03-06 

Crcnt River · Rood 

A:muc1l i-:c0.tin~ of t.J.c Association of 
l1innesot c1 Coun tics 

(See ~ttc1chC'c.1 list). 

November 13, 1978 

Pl ann in::; 

Date: November 14, 1978 

The prcsentntion • . ..;c1s 7 -1e in an effort to cirectly contact officials of the 
counties involverl or potcntiallv involved in the Great River Roaa (GRR) 
progrn:71. Georz:c Vorel, J-Iississippi River r~r~~-:rny Co:-:t":'lission - llinnesota. 
chairerl the scssicn. rrcscnt'1tions were r;i"~e by l(cr-;-d t }1cRae, Terry Hoffrrnn 
and J\nr1y Golfis, Policy anr1 rl,.,1;ninJ, and L:,1 11ikc Zilvcrbcq;, Aitkin County 
Cor.missioner. 

Purpose of the nCE·tins ,;,ms to: 

1. Info~. t11c coenti cs of potcntic1l GRR opportunities. 
2. Rcl.::y tl:c status of curr.cnt pJ .::r:nin~ c(~orts. 
3. E;npJ-.:1sizc t11c fo,pcrt.:-:nL.c of county p.Jrticipation i.n the 

prr · • ·7. 

4. Ar1s ·.-:1_.r any qur•:,tions ·.-1liich county r.cprcscntatiyc.s 
rni.~ht h.::ivc. 

Those in counties in ~tf· r, ·ancc ;?lre[:rly i.r~volv-:?d in the CTI.TT program that 
were in support of the pr · ··r~ rcl~.yerJ positive cor.rnent.s. Counties of 
potential invol·.- c-::c.nt projccterl interest in the prograii1. It was suggested 
that the electcri county offici:i 1 s be kept informed as to GTIR involvement. 

The follo·,1ing lists the Mississippi River counties and .. he mrnbcr of 
repr.~sentatives present at the rnectinc: 

Aitkin 1 Hubbard 
Anoka Itasca 
Bel trruni 4 Morris cm 3 · 

Benton 1 Ramsey 
Cass Sherburne 1 
Cleanrntcr Stearns 2 



C •. o ·,1 '..f i. n , ~ 
f) ~ ! ; ;l t ;-} 

Gor,,1/;uc 

1Jcnnc~i11 
Houston 

cc: GRR Te0:1 

Gcorr,e Vogel 
T' I>b.,n 

2 

-----------

Nf.ME 

John Cronc'11i1J~r 
i,· , t Fcn:.kc 
Lo• . .,rc 11 n j el 1 a 
R.iyr.wr Boyum 
Jolin Petrich 
An rire·.-1 Go If is 
Bob JT;;.r,lunrl 
LeRoy En 0 strom 
0S\valri L. Norri 
Arnold Kr-mz 
Rob r: rt 1 i • G -w1 hr in o 
Michncl Zlverbcr~ 
Wesley R. Scheel 
Winstron n. Reirler 
Hnrolri J. Lcnry 
Marvin Ran 
Paul Mc:Alpine 
J.irn .Atkinson 
Neil Ada:nek 
Robert Ripley 
Howard Warnberg 
John Davinson 
Elmer ?-!orris , 
Everett Rathbun 
B'ob McC.achc.,, 
Joe T. Nichous 
B~rry 1.-lc1rner 
Terry llof fr.13n 

Kermit McRae 
George Vogel 

.1: .L inr~ ( . 
\-.' ~.nc-:- .1 

Bel tn,::ni 
Dcltr;17j 
Be 1 tr ,:'11i 
J'. C] tr c1'11 i 
Mn/D8T 
Mn/TlOT 

\fright 

3 

WriGht Mato ro~rd 
Stc~rns 
Stc.1rn.'.i 
Aitkin 
Wc1shington 
Houston 
Houston 
Crow Wing 
Wright 
Morrison 
Morrison 
Benton 
Morrison 
Goo"1hue 
Mn/DOT 
Sherburne 
Wright-Sherburne. Representative 
S~earns, Representative 16A 
Mn/DOT 
Hn/DOT 
Mn/DOT 
MP-PC 




