







































































A RESOLUTION

ON ACCESS SPUR CONNECTIONS

WHEREAS, the FHWA Regulations regarding the Great River
Road allow for access spurs to areas of interest and scenic
enhancement proximate to the Mississippi River;

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the
ten states and the two provinces of the Mississippi River
Parkway Commission, that interstate and intrastate access
spurs be authorized crossing the Mississippi River, and funds
be allowed where significant scenic, historical, recreational
and/or archeological features exist nearby on the other side
of the Mississippi River from the nationally cdesignated route,

Such spurs shall be by the most direct feasible route and
shall not include construction of new bridges across the

Mississippi River.

Unanimously Adopted:
October 4, 1977
La Crosse, Wisconsin



A RESOLUTION

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. F. ROBERT EDMAN

WHEREAS, Mr. F. Robert Edman served the Mississippi River
Parkway Commission both in Minnesota and Nationally for over
ten years; and

WHEREAS, F. Robert Edman gave unfailing of his time to
the Commission in furtherance of its objectives; and

WHEREAS, F. Robert Edman was a moving force in obtaining
Federal funding for the initiation of the Mississippi River
Parkway construction; and

WHEREAS, F. Robert Edman provided significant assistance
in the Commission's Marquette-Joliet Tricentennial Commemoration;
and

WHEREAS, F. Robert Edman in his role of National Commission
Secretary provided a continuing communications link between the
states involved in the Parkway development;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the ﬁississippi River
Parkway Commission assembled in its 1977 Annual Meeting, formally
recognizes a contribution of F. Robert Edman in moving the
Mississippi River Parkway closer to its goal in recent years,
and expresses its deep and continued appreciation for the many
contributions too numerous to mention'from their friend, Mr.

F. Robert Edman; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mississippi River Parkway

Commission expresses its deep appreciation to Dorothy Edman and

other members of the Edman Family for permitting Robert Edman

to share his time and talents with the Mississippi River Parkway

Commission.

Unanimously Adopted - La Crosse, Wisconsin
1977



MINUTES
MISSISSIPPI RIVER PARKWAY COMMISSION

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

November 29, 1977

The Executive Committee of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission
met on November 29, 1977 at 12:00 Noon in the Transportation Building.

Members Present: Chairman George Vogel, Victor N. Jude and Representative
Bob McEachern.

Also Present: Kermit McRae, Larry Foote, Terry Hoffman and Ellen Temple
of the Department of Transportation.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the proposed 1978 legislation
for the Great River Road.

Ellen Temple explained the legislation and in detail and summarized as follows:
Summary of Provisions: Deletes statutory designation of Great River Road

and provides for designation at Commissioner's discretion with the approval
of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission. Provides funds for local costs.

Reason and Purpose for Legislation: The designation of the Great River Road
is in part controlled by federal requirements. During the next several years
minor changes in designation will likely be required in order for Minnesota
to be eligible for maximum federal participation. Rather than repeated
requests for legislation it seems more appropriate to provide for designation
as stated above.

It was agreed that the Department of Transportation would work with members
of the legislature on the Commission for authorship and see that the bill
gets an early hearing.

The meeting was adjourned.
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MINNESOTA MRPC MEETING

February 15, 1978
St. Paul, Minnesota

The Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission met on February 15,
1978, at 4:30 p.m. at the State Office Building, St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota MRPC members present were: Chairman George Vogel, Vic Jude,
Jacob Nordberg, Timothy Edman, and Senators Jack Kleinbaum and Clarence
Purfeerst.

Others present included: Jan Romanowski, Barbara Vogel, Minnesota DOT
representatives Kermit McRae, Terry Hoffman, Andy Golfis and Herm Juffer,
and Rosemary Goff representing the Lieutenant Governor.

It was moved and seconded that the minutes be approved for the Minnesota
Parkway Commission meetings on October 2, 1977, and November 29, 1977.
The motion was unanimously approved.

The Minnesota MRPC financial statement was presented which shows a

balance as of December 31, 1977, of $1,732.23. This amount must cover
Commission expenses until June 30, 1978. Senator Kleinbaum questioned
whether the funds available would be sufficient to meet expenses. No
unusual expenses are expected during the remainder of this fiscal year,
consequently, it should be possible to fund Commission activities during
the next five months. It was also reported that any unexpended Commission
funds at the end of this fiscal year will automatically be carried over

to the Commission for fiscal year 1979. It was moved and seconded that
the financial statement be accepted. The motion was unanimously approved.

Discussion followed regarding the Minnesota DOT proposed legislation which
would allow the DOT Commissioner to designate the route of the Great River
Road at the Commissioner's discretion with the approval of the Minnesota
Mississippi River Parkway Commission. Terry Hoffman explained the legis-
lation and stated that approval of the bill is essential in order for DOT
to obligate the federal Great River Road funds available to Minnesota.
Senator Purfeerst reported on the status of the bill which was reviewed by
the Senate Transportation Committee. It was reported that the bill would
be heard by the House on February 20, 1978.

The Commission then reviewed a list of 59 Great River Road projects for
possible 1978 obligation. The projects total $11,437,000. Considerable
discussion followed. It was emphasized that local units of government should
continue to be advised of respective Great River Road projects and that

local approval should be solidified at an early stage. It was decided

that DOT will submit route location plans to the Commission for approval.

DOT will also submit to the Commission a list of proposed projects within
each approved route location as projects are determined. If DOT needs to
change route locations after initial Commission approval has been obtained,
DOT will return to the Commission for location amendment approval.

It was moved and seconded that Segments 1A (Lake Itasca to Bemidji), 2B
(Jacobson to T.H.), 5B (Monticello to I-694), and 6 (I-694 to Prescott) be



approved by the Commission subject to the passage of Minnesota legislation
which provides for Great River Road designation at the DOT Commissioner's
discretion with the approval of the Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway
Commission. The motion was unanimously approved.

Tim Edman presented a Great River Road status report. The Carter Administration
has submitted to Congress the 1978 Highway and Public Transportation
Improvement Act of 1978. This Act does not request any additional funds

for the Great River Road. However, the House Public Works Committee is
presently disregarding the Carter transportation legislation and instead

the Committee is updating the 1977 Surface Transportation Act introduced
during the lst Session, 95th Congress by Congressman James Howard (Dem-N.J.).
This legislation includes $35 million per year for the Great River Road

for fiscal years 1979, 1980, 1981, and 1982. The Senate Public Works
Committee is also drafting its own highway legislation, but it is not yet
certain whether they will include funds for the Great River Road. National
MRPC Officers and MRPC State Charimen will probably meet next month with

key U.S. Senate and House members to discuss the need for additional

Great River Road funds. Congressman Oberstar's access spur legislation
should be added to the Howard bill and should be approved. This is another
matter, however, that will be discussed during Congressional visits next
month in Washington, D.C.

Respectfully Submitted,

Timothy J. Edman
MRPC Secretary



Minnesota MRPC Meeting
June 26, 197§
St. Paul, M.unesota

The Minnesota MRPC met on June 26, 1975 at 3:30 at the State Office
Building, St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota MRPC members present were: Chairman George Vogel, Senator
Clarence Purfeerst, Senator John Bernhagen, Representative Bob
licEarchern, Representative Joseph Niehaus, and Tim Edman.

Others present included: Jan Romanowski, Secretary; Minnesota DOT
representatives Kermit McRae, Andy uwulfis and Herm Juffer; Mike Landis,
Historical Society; Dave Gaitley, State Tourism Division; Ron Duncan,
House Appropriations Committee; Tom Kuhfelt, St. Paul Public Works
Office; and Barb Vogel.

In order to expidite business, Chairman Vogel began immediately

with current Great River Road problems. Mr. McRae summarized current
GRR funds obligated and anticipated obligations. Mr. Golfis then
discussed problems caused by current Federal GRR regulations which
prohibit projects where fees or tolls are charged even if such fees
are for maintenance purposes. Mr. Golfis mentioned that U.S.

Senator Wendell Anderson and U.S. Congressman James Oberstar will
attempt to amend the Federal GRR regulations through Tanguage added
to the 1978 Surface Transportation Act being considered by the U.S.
Congress. Mr. Golfis also mentioned the access spur language that
would be added to the 1578 Surface Transportation Act which would
allow access spurs to cross the Mississippi River. Discussion
followed. It was moved by Mr. McEarchern and second by Mr. Purfeerst
that the Minnesota MRPC send a representative to Washington, D.C., if
necessary, to meet with Congressional representatives regarding

the fees and access spurs legislative amendments. Motion unanimously
approved.

M. McRae also mentioned the GRR problems encountered in Hubbard
County and that County's decision to withdraw from the GRR program.
Discussion followed.

Mr. Vogel them mentioned that the Association of Minnesota Counties
was holding an annual meeting November 11-13, 1978 ia St. Paul.

Mr.. Vogel suggested that the Minnesota MRPC should participate in
this meeting along with Minnesota DUT representatives to discuss the
GRR with County Commissioners from Counties located along the
Mississippi River. Mr. McEarcerhn moved, second by Mr. Niehaus,
that the Minnesota MRPC participate in the Association of Minnesota
Counties meeting. Motion unanimously approved.

The Minnesota MRPC biennium budget was discussed next. Mr. Purfeerst
moved, second by Mr. Niehaus, that the Minnesota MRPC request $15,000
per year including fudns for a State GRR brochure. Motion unanimously

approved.

The National MRPC Annual Convention to be held in New Orleans,
Louisiana in August, 1978 was discussed next.

Mr. Vogel, before adjourning, then requested approval for the minutes



of the February 15, 1978 Minnesota MRPC meeting and the June 30,
19748 Minnesota MRPC financial report. A motion to this effect was
made by Mr. Purfeerst, second by Mr. Niehaus, and unanimously

approved.

At 5:00 P.M. the meeting adjourned.



Minnesota MRPC Meeting
August 28, 1978

New Orleans, Louisiana

The Minnesota MRPC met on August 12, 1978 at 1:00 P.M. at the Hotel
Moneleone in conjunction with the National MRPC Annual Convention.

Minnesota MRPC members present were: Chairman George Vogel, Senator
Clarence Purfeerst, Senator Jack Kleinbaum, Senator John Bernhagen,
Representative Bob McEarchern, Representative John Sarna, Vic Jude
and Tim Edman.

Others present were: Minnesota DOT representatives Kermit McRae,
and Andy Golfis; Minneapolis City Council President Lou DeMars; and
Barb Vogel.

The Minnesota MRPC biennium budget request was discussed and revised.
Mr. Kleinbaum moved, seconded by Mr. Purfeerst, that the Minnesota
MRPC request $20,000 per year to cover increased activities. Motion
unanimously approved.

Mr. DeMars then mentioned GRR problems affecting the City of Minneapolis.
Discussion followed. It was mentioned that t*~ current acess spur

language included as part of the 1978 Surface Transportation Act considered
by Congress would alleviate spur problems such as those of Minneapolis.

It was moved and seconded that the Minnesota MRPC should suppori Mr. Vogel
as a candidate for the National MRPC Distinguished Service Award. Motion
unanimously approved. ’

Tt was moved and seconded that the Minnesota MRPC should support Vic Jude
or Pilot and Tim Edman for Secretary of the National MRPC. Motion
unanimously approved. At 2:00 P.M. the meeting adjourned.

On August 29 the Minnesota MRPC held a brief session with the Ontario MRPC
to discuss the U.S. - Canadian customs traffic problem at International
Falls, Minnesota. The two Parkway Commission agreed to work together in
order to help remedy the boundary crossing problem.



Minnesota Association of Counties - Minnesota MRPC Meeting
November 13, 1978
St. Paul, Minnesota

There are potentially 21 Minnesota Counties that could benefit from
the Great River Road program, including those Counties located south
of the Twin Cities. At this meeting 12 Counties were represented by
one or more County Commissioners. A total of approximately 35 people
attended the Great River Road session.

Minnesota MRPC Chairman George Vogel opened the meeting and reviewed
the responsibilities of the Minnesota MRPC. Minnesota MRPC members
Joseph Niehaus, Bob McEachern and Tim Edman were also in attendance.
Minnesota DOT Great River Road Coordinator Andy Golfis reviewed the
overall Great River Road program, including the Federal funds that
have been made available. Aitken County Commissioner Mike Zilverberg
related that Aitken County has benefitted from the program, and has
been able to work well with the Minnesota DOT as well as the Minnesota
MRPC regarding the development of local Great River Road plans. Mr.

" lverberg inidcated that the Great River Road public hearings conducted
by Minnesota DOT were "extremely good and helpful."

There was also discussion of the local matching requirement which has
recently been changed from 30% to 25% due to U.S. Congressional approval
of the 1978 Surface Transportation Assistance Act. Currently, seven
Minnesota Counties have received approximately $12.6 million in Federal
Great River Road funds.

It was explained that Federal Great River Road funds are available for
both road improvement and amenit,; projects such as parks, scenic over-
looks and rest areas. The Counties generally expressed primary interest
in the use of Great River Rrad funds for road improvement projects.

There was also discussion regarding the current ineligibility of Counties
located South of the Twin Cities to receive Federal Great River Road
funds due to Federal single-route restrictions. The use of other Federal
and State funds for Great River Road development in the Southern Counties
was mentioned.

The meeting was very useful in regard to bringing the Counties up-to-date
on the Great River Road program and increasing local involvement. The
question of Counties being able to meet the local matching regquirements,
however, w.:s unresolved.

For further information and deatails, see attached Contact Report by
Barry Warner, Minnesota DOT.



STATE OTF MIIMIESOTA = DEPARTUIENT OF TRANSIPORTATION
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISICH ) e
> ;’\-rw'! |«YSYy ¥ RERT
CONTACT PEVPORT -« QOFFICE OF ENMVIROIMIENTAL ATTAIRS
“entral Oiiice

Date: November 14, 1978

State Project No. 8810-03-06

Job Location Creat Riwver Road

Reason for Contact = Annual Meeting of the Association of
Minnesota Counties

Persons Contacted

(Sce attached list).

Date of Contact November 13, 1978

Status of Work

(1]

Planning
Remarlks:

The presentation was : e in an effort to directly contact officials of the
countics involved or potentially invelved in the Great River Road (GRR)
progran. George Vopel, Mississippil River Parkway Commission - Minnesota,
chaired the scssicn. Presentations were made by Kermit McRae, Terry Hoffman
and Andy Golfis, Pelicy and I'lomning, and by Mike Zilverberg, Aitkin County
Cormissioner.

Purpose of the meeting was to:

1. Inform the counties cf potential GRR opportunities.

2. Relay the status of current planning efforts.

3. Emplasizc the iipertance of county participation in the
pYes .

4, Ans:scr any questions which county representatives
might have.

Those in counties in attc ‘ance already inveolved in the GRR program that
were in support of the pr:~ram relayed positive corments. Counties of
potential inveolwvement projected interest in the program. It was suggested
that the elected county officio?s be kept informed as to GRR involvement.

The following lists the Mississippi River counties and .he number of
reprrsentatives present at the mecting:

Aitkin 1 Hubbard -
Anoka - Itasca -
Beltrami 4 Morriscon 3
Benton 1 Ramsey -
Cass - Sherburne 1
Clearwater - Stearns 2
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NAME

John Croncmiller
W 't Tenske
Lowell Bjella
Raymer Hoyum

John TPetrich
Andrews Golfis

Bob I"aglund

LeRoy Engstrom
Oswald L. Nord
Arnold Kranz
Robert H., Gambrino
Michael Zlverberg
Wesley R. Scheel
Winstron IB. Reider
Harold J. Leary
Marvin Ran

Paul McAlpine
Jim Atkinson

Neil Adamek
Robert Ripley
Howard Warnberg
John Davidson
Elmer Morris .
Everctt Rathbun
Bob McEachew

Joe T. Nichaus
Barry Warner
Terry Hoffman
Kermit McRae
George Vogel

A RN ARS I
PERSONS

COMTACTED

coTY

————

Reltrami
el tiram;
Beltyami
el trami
Mn/DCT
Mn/DOT
Wabasha
Wright
Wright Mato Toard
Stearns
Stearns
Aitkin
Washington
Houston
Houston
Crow Wing
Wright
Morrison
Morrison
Benton
Morrison
Geodhue
Mn/DOT
Sherburne

Wright-Sherburne, Representative
Stearns, Representative 16A

Mn/DOT
Mn/DOT
Mn/DOT
MP-PC





