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NEWS

Big Tech’s Big Money Inside Game

BY MIKE TANGLIS

wmm Tech unleashed all its power to stop the
American Innovation and Choice Online

Act (AICOA), a bill that would crack down on

the industry’s worst anticompetitive behavior.

That’s according to a new report released in

December by Public Citizen.

AICOA would prohibit large platform own-
ers (Google, Meta, Amazon, Apple, Microsoft,
and TikTok) from using their dominant mar-
ket power to unfairly advance their economic
interests over other firms. For example, AICOA
would stop companies from artificially elevat-
ing their own products to the top of search
results. It also would stop companies from
using non-public data to copy products from
small retailers that sell on their platforms and
would prohibit the removal of competitors
from platforms for self-serving reasons.

By November 2022, Bloomberg estimated
that Big Tech and its allies had spent more

than $120 million in attack ads against AICOA.
see Big Tech, page 16 »
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Graphic courtesy of Nick Totin.

Widely Used Blood Oxygen Meters

Give False Readings in People of Color

BY MICHAEL ABRAMS

magine you’ve been admitted to the hospital

for Covid or some other respiratory illness
and are having trouble breathing. A device
is gently clipped onto your fingertip which
gives a reading that indicates how much oxy-
gen you have in your blood. That reading par-
tially determines the course of your treatment,
which might be properly addressed or could
result instead in prolonged illness or death.
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The above scenario is sometimes worsened
for people of color because many of the oxy-
gen-measuring devices—referred to as pulse
oximeters—are rendered less accurate by skin
pigmentation. Skin pigmentation, which is
generally higher in racial and ethnic minor-
ity populations, tends to alter pulse oximeter
readings so that they are falsely higher than
in reality, thereby indicating that one is suf-
ficiently oxygenated when one may not be.

Well-designed research studies focused on
treatment experiences of real patients before
and during Covid have recently been published
that show clear and consequential failures of
pulse oximeters to function adequately when
evaluating oxygen levels in people of color.

One study reviewed medical records span-
ning five hospitals in Maryland and D.C. run
by Johns Hopkins Health System (JHHS). That
study reviewed data from 1,216 Covid patients
treated from March 2020 to November 2021. Of
these cases, over half were classified as non-
white, suggesting that various levels of skin
pigmentation were included in the study.
Across these non-white patients, pulse oxim-
eter readings failed to detect actual hypoxia

(clinically low levels of oxygen in the blood)
30% of the time compared to failure rates of
17% among the white patients. Separate analy-
sis further revealed that Black patients specifi-
cally experienced extended delays compared
to white patients in receiving proper care
because of such pulse oximeter inaccuracies.

A second study reviewed 3,068 intensive
care unit (ICU) patient records that occurred
at the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in
Boston, Mass., between 2008 and 2019. Among
these ICU patients, 402 were classified as non-
white. This research found that, on average,
non-white patients received approximately 7%
to 10% less supplemental oxygen during their
ICU stay, after adjusting for the clinical need of
such respiratory support and in part because
their pulse oximeters gave falsely high (closer
to normal) readings.

In response to such alarming evidence
related to pulse oximeters—and given the
prominence of these devices as tools to
respond to Covid—the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), which also has regula-
tory authority over medical devices, on Nov.

see Oximeters, page 16 p
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