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Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 
Southeast Minnesota Protection and Restoration Phase 6 

Laws of Minnesota 2018 Final Report 

General Information 

Date: 06/25/2025 

Project Title: Southeast Minnesota Protection and Restoration Phase 6 

Funds Recommended: $2,142,000 

Legislative Citation: ML 2018, Ch. 208, Art. 1, Sec. 2, subd 3(b) 

Appropriation Language: $2,142,000 the second year is to the commissioner of natural resources for agreements 
to acquire lands in fee for wildlife management under Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.05, subdivision 8; to acquire 
lands in fee for scientific and natural areas under Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.05, subdivision 5; to acquire 
lands in fee for state forests under Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.05, subdivision 7; to acquire permanent 
conservation easements; and to restore and enhance prairies, grasslands, forests, and savannas. Of this amount, 
$742,000 is to The Nature Conservancy, $700,000 is to The Trust for Public Land, and $700,000 is to Minnesota 
Land Trust. Up to $120,000 to Minnesota Land Trust is to establish a monitoring and enforcement fund as 
approved in the accomplishment plan and subject to Minnesota Statutes, section 97A.056, subdivision 17. Annual 
income statements and balance sheets for income and expenses from land acquired with this appropriation must 
be submitted to the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council no later than 180 days after The Nature Conservancy’s 
fiscal year closes. A list of proposed land acquisitions must be provided as part of the required accomplishment 
plan.  

Manager Information 

Manager's Name: Richard Biske 
Title: Freshwater Program Director 
Organization: The Nature Conservancy 
Address: 1101 West River Parkway Suite 200 
City: Minneapolis, MN 55415 
Email: rbiske@tnc.org 
Office Number: 612-331-0766 
Mobile Number: 651-564-0591 
Fax Number:   
Website: nature.org 

Location Information 

County Location(s): Houston, Fillmore, Winona and Wabasha. 
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Eco regions in which work will take place: 

Southeast Forest 

Activity types: 

Protect in Easement 

Protect in Fee 

Restore 

Enhance 

Priority resources addressed by activity: 

Prairie 

Forest 

Habitat 

Narrative 

Summary of Accomplishments 

Our Southeast Minnesota Protection and Restoration partnership protected 583 acres – 244 acres in fee and 339 
acres through conservation easement – restored 11 acres of forest, and enhanced 123 acres of forest and prairie. 
Protected, restored, and enhanced habitat were all within identified priority areas and expanded or created large, 
connected complexes of habitat. 

Process & Methods 

The program's 4 core activities were to acquire lands in fee, protect lands through conservation easement, and 
restore and enhance habitat.  
 
To protect habitat, we worked with DNR and Soil and Water Conservation Districts to identify priority parcels and 
contact landowners. Minnesota Land Trust solicited interested landowners through a Request for Proposals. 
 
Five land acquisition projects totaling 583 acres (99% of goal) were completed: 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) acquired the 122-acre Rushford parcel in fee as an addition to Schueler WMA. This 
three-part acquisition protected a total of 890 acres with funds from ML2017 Phase 5, ML2018 Phase 6, and 
ML2019 Phase 7 grants; 122 acres were attributed to this grant. 
 
Trust for Public Land (TPL) completed the Choice WMA North 2 and Choice WMA North 3 fee acquisitions under 
this grant.  The Choice WMA North 2 parcel is a 137-acre addition to Choice WMA, 85 acres of which are attributed 
to ML2018 Phase 6 grant. This property was acquired with ML2017 Phase 5 and ML2018 Phase 6 acquisition 
capital. The Choice WMA North 3 parcel is a 120-acre addition to the Choice WMA. This property was acquired 
with funds from ML2018 Phase 6 and ML2019 Phase 7, with 37 acres attributed to this grant.  
 
In total, over three separate acquisitions and three appropriations, TPL added 600 acres to Choice WMA and 
protected a mile of Maple Creek, a Heritage Brook Trout stream.  
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Minnesota Land Trust (MLT) protected two properties totaling 339 acres through conservation easement: 
Looney Creek (Farrell) – This 98-acre conservation easement in Winona County protects a large block of forest on 
the bluffs of the Looney Valley that is part of a Site of Moderate Biodiversity Significance. The property contains 
restored prairie and over one mile of shoreline, protecting designated trout streams. Wildcat Creek (Scanlan) - This 
conservation easement protects steep forested bluffs on both sides of Cork Hollow, and approximately one mile of 
shoreline on Wildcat Creek, a designated trout stream with public angling access. 
 
Habitat restoration and enhancement sites completed by TNC were selected in partnership with DNR staff, with 
whom we collaborated to develop project specifications. Enhancement projects in this phase focused on brush 
management of bluff prairies. Due to steep slopes at these sites, prescribed goat grazing was the main tactic used  
 
Habitat restoration and enhancement projects completed by MLT were identified and prioritized among 
conservation easements held by the Land Trust. Two enhancement projects were completed on native remnant 
bluff prairies, Bear Creek (Erding) and Looney Creek (Farrell); because the latter was protected under this Phase 6 
grant, the 4-acres of enhancement associated with this project are not shown in the output tables. At the East 
Indian Creek (Gates) conservation easement, a restoration project was completed, reforesting a cleared ag field.  
Two additional projects – Bear Creek (Erding) and Whitewater WMA - enhanced oak woodland by removing 
invasive shrubs. All work was carried out by local contractors using a variety of methods including mechanical 
removal, herbicide application, and native species seeding. 

How did the program address habitats of significant value for wildlife species of greatest 
conservation need, threatened or endangered species, and/or list targeted species? 

All work in this project was focused around priority conservation areas within the Blufflands Ecological 
Subsection, which contains more Species in Greatest Conservation Need than any other subsection in Minnesota. 
Conservation opportunity areas have been identified by TNC, MLT, TPL, MN DNR, and others based on MN 
Biological Survey (MBS) data, existing public land assets, and the potential to expand and connect habitat 
complexes. Completed projects protected and improved habitat conditions for rare plants and animals along with 
popular game species in the region, including whitetail deer, wild turkey and ruffed grouse. Most projects are 
situated along or near trout streams; protection and restoration were focused on maintaining and improving trout 
waters and fishing opportunities. Projects funded through this appropriation have benefitted 21 known 
occurrences of 14 different plants, animals, or natural communities that are considered rare, or are listed by the 
State of Minnesota as Threatened, Endangered, or Species of Special Concern. These include plants such as goat's 
rue, snow trillium, great Indian plantain, and clasping milkweed; and animals such as timber rattlesnake, North 
American racer, Blanding’s turtle, and red-shouldered hawk. 

How did the program use science-based targeting that leveraged or expanded corridors and 
complexes, reduced fragmentation, or protected areas in the MN County Biological Survey. 

Enhancement and protection projects took place in conservation opportunity areas identified based on 
concentrations of native plant communities mapped by MBS, rare features, existing conservation lands and the 
potential to expand habitat complexes and link them. As a result, roughly 64% of the habitat impacted by this grant 
is of Moderate, High, or Outstanding significance to biodiversity according to the MBS. 
 
Each protection project completed using funding from this award either created or expanded large, connected 
complexes of habitat. TNC’s Rushford parcel is the final of a three-part acquisition of a new 890-acre WMA in 
Filmore County which represents a significant new protected complex of diverse habitat. MLT’s Looney Creek 
(Farrell) easement protects 241 acres that abuts an existing easement of 242 acres, doubling the total of 
contiguous protected habitat. 
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TPL’s acquisitions, Choice WMA North 2 and 3, are additions to the Choice WMA. These additions, along with other 
fee-title and easement protection projects funded through previous phases of this program, brings the total of 
nearly-contiguous protected habitat in this vicinity to 1,850 acres. 

Explain Partners, Supporters, & Opposition 

The strength of our collaboration with local partners was key to our success. All three partners funded through this 
award collaborated on landowner outreach. Priority areas were identified in partnership with multiple local 
stakeholders. We worked closely with MN DNR throughout this program. Coordinating with Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts has improved landowner outreach and connections.  
 
TNC and TPL notified each County Board prior to acquiring parcels. TNC hosted a meeting with county 
commissioners from Fillmore County on the Schueler WMA. We communicated proactively with County 
Commissioners around potential projects to address concerns early. 
The local chapter of the Prairie Enthusiasts was a key partner in the enhancement of twelve acres of remnant bluff 
prairie MLT accomplished within the city of Winona. Prairie Enthusiasts staff donated time to initiate the project, 
and the organization plans to assist in future maintenance of the prairie through prescribed burns. 

Exceptional challenges, expectations, failures, opportunities, or unique aspects of program 

The Choice WMA North 2 and 3 parcels added acreage to the Choice WMA, which was created by an initial 
acquisition through the Southeast Minnesota Protection and Restoration Phase 2 grant. This WMA, along with 
adjacent conservation easements protected by MLT, comprise one of the largest blocks of protected habitat in the 
Root River Watershed.  
 
The Rushford parcel acquired by TNC in fee under this grant was part of a 3-stage acquisition at Schueler WMA. 
This new 890-acre WMA minutes from the town of Rushford protects 588 acres of habitat with Outstanding 
significance to biodiversity as mapped by MBS and nearly 5 miles of stream frontage on designated trout streams. 
All three fee-title protection projects improved access to public land previously created through this program. 
 
MLT achieved 99% of its conservation easement and 200% of its R/E goals for this appropriation. 

What other dedicated funds may collaborate with or contribute to this program? 

N/A 

What is the plan to sustain and/or maintain this work after the Outdoor Heritage Funds are 
expended?  
Protection parcels are adjacent to or within close proximity to existing protected lands, including state-owned 
lands and lands under conservation easement. This allows for the expansion of maintenance and restoration 
activities that are currently taking place on those protected lands and adjacent private lands. Habitats cleared of 
invasive species will be maintained with prescribed fire and in some instances with goat grazing to prepare for 
prescribed fire.  
 
Land protected through conservation easements will be sustained by MLT through state-of-the art easement 
stewardship standards and practices. MLT is a nationally-accredited and insured land trust with a successful 
easement stewardship program that includes annual property monitoring and defending the easements as 
necessary. In addition, MLT encourages landowners to undertake active ecological management of their properties, 
provides them with habitat management plans, and works with them to secure resources (expertise and funding) 
to undertake these activities over time. 
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Protection and restoration projects will improve future prescribed fire and maintenance activities through 
economies of scale. The tracts protected and enhanced with this appropriate meet the prioritization for the State 
Wildlife Action Plan. Minnesota DNR was successful securing federal habitat enhancement funding for Southeast 
Minnesota allowing DNR and partners to complete habitat enhancement for Species of Greatest Conservation Need.  
Each project is within a Conservation Opportunity Area, receiving higher level of coordination and resource 
priority by many partners for maintaining and enhancing protected habitats. 

Actions to Maintain Project Outcomes  
Year Source of Funds Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 
Every 2 years through 
2030 

Future LSOHC grants, 
State Wildlife Grant 
funds, Game and Fish 
fund, or other private 
funds. 

Monitor sites for 
follow-up needs 

Prescribed fire at 
multiple sites, based 
on observed need. 

Prescribed grazing or 
mechanical brush 
control, based on 
observed need. 
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Budget 

 

Grand Totals Across All Partnerships 

Item Requested AP Amount Spent Leverage Received 
Leverage 

Leverage 
Source 

Original 
Total 

Final Total 

Personnel $246,000 $255,800 $273,700 - $55,000 Foundation $246,000 $328,700 
Contracts $190,500 $300,700 $280,200 $3,000 - - $193,500 $280,200 
Fee Acquisition w/ 
PILT 

$1,022,000 $902,000 $914,500 - $10,600 -, Private $1,022,000 $925,100 

Fee Acquisition 
w/o PILT 

- - - - - - - - 

Easement 
Acquisition 

$315,000 $315,000 $314,900 $93,600 $26,000 Landowner $408,600 $340,900 

Easement 
Stewardship 

$120,000 $96,000 $72,000 - - - $120,000 $72,000 

Travel $11,000 $13,600 $11,300 - - - $11,000 $11,300 
Professional 
Services 

$121,000 $127,400 $121,500 - - - $121,000 $121,500 

Direct Support 
Services 

$60,500 $64,100 $65,000 $40,000 $39,400 -, Private, 
Private 

$100,500 $104,400 

DNR Land 
Acquisition Costs 

$16,000 $31,000 $30,300 - - - $16,000 $30,300 

Capital Equipment - - - - - - - - 
Other 
Equipment/Tools 

$2,000 $400 $400 - - - $2,000 $400 

Supplies/Materials $8,000 $6,000 - - - - $8,000 - 
DNR IDP $30,000 $30,000 $29,000 - - - $30,000 $29,000 
Grand Total $2,142,000 $2,142,000 $2,112,800 $136,600 $131,000 - $2,278,600 $2,243,800 
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Partner: Minnesota Land Trust 

Totals 
Item Requested AP Amount Spent Leverage Received 

Leverage 
Leverage 
Source 

Original 
Total 

Final Total 

Personnel $76,000 $90,800 $95,100 - $55,000 Foundation $76,000 $150,100 
Contracts $90,500 $90,700 $86,100 $3,000 - - $93,500 $86,100 
Fee Acquisition w/ 
PILT 

- - - - - - - - 

Fee Acquisition 
w/o PILT 

- - - - - - - - 

Easement 
Acquisition 

$315,000 $315,000 $314,900 $93,600 $26,000 Landowner $408,600 $340,900 

Easement 
Stewardship 

$120,000 $96,000 $72,000 - - - $120,000 $72,000 

Travel $8,000 $10,600 $9,400 - - - $8,000 $9,400 
Professional 
Services 

$66,000 $72,400 $68,900 - - - $66,000 $68,900 

Direct Support 
Services 

$20,500 $24,100 $25,700 - - - $20,500 $25,700 

DNR Land 
Acquisition Costs 

- - - - - - - - 

Capital Equipment - - - - - - - - 
Other 
Equipment/Tools 

$2,000 $400 $400 - - - $2,000 $400 

Supplies/Materials $2,000 - - - - - $2,000 - 
DNR IDP - - - - - - - - 
Grand Total $700,000 $700,000 $672,500 $96,600 $81,000 - $796,600 $753,500 
Personnel 
Position Annual FTE Years 

Working 
Amount Spent Leverage Leverage 

Source 
Total 

MLT 
Protection Staff 

0.2 3.0 $72,200 $55,000 Foundation $127,200 

MLT 
Restoration 
Staff 

0.09 3.0 $22,900 - - $22,900 
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Partner: The Nature Conservancy 

Totals 
Item Requested AP Amount Spent Leverage Received 

Leverage 
Leverage 
Source 

Original 
Total 

Final Total 

Personnel $120,000 $115,000 $126,400 - - - $120,000 $126,400 
Contracts $100,000 $90,000 $77,600 - - - $100,000 $77,600 
Fee Acquisition w/ 
PILT 

$430,000 $430,000 $436,400 - - - $430,000 $436,400 

Fee Acquisition 
w/o PILT 

- - - - - - - - 

Easement 
Acquisition 

- - - - - - - - 

Easement 
Stewardship 

- - - - - - - - 

Travel $2,000 $2,000 $1,900 - - - $2,000 $1,900 
Professional 
Services 

$25,000 $25,000 $27,500 - - - $25,000 $27,500 

Direct Support 
Services 

$29,000 $29,000 $27,200 $29,000 $27,300 Private $58,000 $54,500 

DNR Land 
Acquisition Costs 

$10,000 $25,000 $24,300 - - - $10,000 $24,300 

Capital Equipment - - - - - - - - 
Other 
Equipment/Tools 

- - - - - - - - 

Supplies/Materials $6,000 $6,000 - - - - $6,000 - 
DNR IDP $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 - - - $20,000 $20,000 
Grand Total $742,000 $742,000 $741,300 $29,000 $27,300 - $771,000 $768,600 
Personnel 
Position Annual FTE Years 

Working 
Amount Spent Leverage Leverage 

Source 
Total 

TNC Project 
Manager 

0.25 3.0 $78,400 - - $78,400 

TNC Protection 
Staff 

0.1 3.0 $33,000 - - $33,000 

TNC Grant 
Administration 

0.05 3.0 $15,000 - - $15,000 
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Partner: The Trust for Public Land 

Totals 
Item Requested AP Amount Spent Leverage Received 

Leverage 
Leverage 
Source 

Original 
Total 

Final Total 

Personnel $50,000 $50,000 $52,200 - - - $50,000 $52,200 
Contracts - $120,000 $116,500 - - - - $116,500 
Fee Acquisition w/ 
PILT 

$592,000 $472,000 $478,100 - $10,600 Private $592,000 $488,700 

Fee Acquisition 
w/o PILT 

- - - - - - - - 

Easement 
Acquisition 

- - - - - - - - 

Easement 
Stewardship 

- - - - - - - - 

Travel $1,000 $1,000 - - - - $1,000 - 
Professional 
Services 

$30,000 $30,000 $25,100 - - - $30,000 $25,100 

Direct Support 
Services 

$11,000 $11,000 $12,100 $11,000 $12,100 Private $22,000 $24,200 

DNR Land 
Acquisition Costs 

$6,000 $6,000 $6,000 - - - $6,000 $6,000 

Capital Equipment - - - - - - - - 
Other 
Equipment/Tools 

- - - - - - - - 

Supplies/Materials - - - - - - - - 
DNR IDP $10,000 $10,000 $9,000 - - - $10,000 $9,000 
Grand Total $700,000 $700,000 $699,000 $11,000 $22,700 - $711,000 $721,700 
Personnel 
Position Annual FTE Years 

Working 
Amount Spent Leverage Leverage 

Source 
Total 

TPL Protection 
and Legal Staff 

0.12 3.0 $52,200 - - $52,200 

 

Direct Support Services 

How did you determine which portions of the Direct Support Services of your shared support services is 
direct to this program?   
TNC: DSS is based on The Nature Conservancy's Federally Negotiated rate as proposed and subsequently approved 
by the US Dept. Of Interior. The proportion requested from the grant represents 50% with the other 50% 
contributed as leverage. 
 
MLT: In a process that was approved by the DNR on March 17, 2017, Minnesota Land Trust determined our direct 
support services rate to include all of the allowable direct and necessary expenditures that are not captured in 
other line items in the budget, which is similar to the Land Trust’s proposed federal indirect rate. We will apply this 
DNR-approved rate only to personnel expenses to determine the total amount of direct support services. 
 
TPL: Trust for Public Land's DSS request is based upon our federally approved indirect rate, which has been 
approved by the DNR. 50% of these costs are requested from the grant, 50% is contributed as leverage. 

Explain any budget challenges or successes:   
Our partnership was able to achieve 118% of its proposed Restoration and Enhancement goals and 99% of its 
Protection goals for the grant while spending nearly the entire amount awarded (98.6%). 

  



P a g e  10 | 15 

 

Total Revenue:  $0 

Revenue Spent:  $0 

Revenue Balance:  $0 

Of the money disclosed above, what are the appropriate uses of the money: 

E. This is not applicable as there was no revenue generated. 
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Output Tables 

Acres by Resource Type (Table 1) 

Type Wetland 
(AP) 

Wetland 
(Final) 

Prairie 
(AP) 

Prairie 
(Final) 

Forest 
(AP) 

Forest 
(Final) 

Habitat 
(AP) 

Habitat 
(Final) 

Total 
Acres 
(AP) 

Total 
Acres 
(Final) 

Restore 0 0 22 0 0 11 30 0 52 11 
Protect in 
Fee with 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

0 0 50 92 200 152 0 0 250 244 

Protect in 
Fee w/o 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Protect in 
Easement 

0 0 0 0 0 0 340 339 340 339 

Enhance 0 0 39 85 25 38 0 0 64 123 
Total 0 0 111 177 225 201 370 339 706 717 
How many of these Prairie acres are Native Prairie? (Table 1b) 

Type Native 
Prairie (AP) 

Native 
Prairie 
(Final) 

Restore 0 0 
Protect in Fee with State PILT Liability 0 1 
Protect in Fee w/o State PILT Liability 0 0 
Protect in Easement 0 2 
Enhance 31 22 
Total 31 25 
Total Requested Funding by Resource Type (Table 2) 

Type Wetlan
d (AP) 

Wetlan
d 
(Final) 

Prairie 
(AP) 

Prairie 
(Final) 

Forest (AP) Forest 
(Final) 

Habitat 
(AP) 

Habitat 
(Final) 

Total 
Funding 
(AP) 

Total 
Funding 
(Final) 

Restore - - $15,000 - - $4,400 $112,900 $156,700 $127,900 $161,100 
Protect 
in Fee 
with 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

- - $315,000 $460,500 $1,000,000 $759,600 - - $1,315,000 $1,220,100 

Protect 
in Fee 
w/o State 
PILT 
Liability 

- - - - - - - - - - 

Protect 
in 
Easemen
t 

- - - - - - $587,100 $562,000 $587,100 $562,000 

Enhance - - $82,000 $97,700 $30,000 $71,900 - - $112,000 $169,600 
Total - - $412,00

0 
$558,20

0 
$1,030,00

0 
$835,90

0 
$700,00

0 
$718,70

0 
$2,142,00

0 
$2,112,80

0 
Acres within each Ecological Section (Table 3) 

Type Metro / 
Urban 
(AP) 

Metro / 
Urban 
(Final) 

Forest / 
Prairie 
(AP) 

Forest / 
Prairie 
(Final) 

SE 
Forest 
(AP) 

SE 
Forest 
(Final) 

Prairie 
(AP) 

Prairie 
(Final) 

N. 
Forest 
(AP) 

N. 
Forest 
(Final) 

Total 
(AP) 

Total 
(Final) 

Restore 0 0 0 0 52 11 0 0 0 0 52 11 
Protect in 
Fee with 

0 0 0 0 250 244 0 0 0 0 250 244 
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State 
PILT 
Liability 
Protect in 
Fee w/o 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Protect in 
Easement 

0 0 0 0 340 339 0 0 0 0 340 339 

Enhance 0 0 0 0 64 123 0 0 0 0 64 123 
Total 0 0 0 0 706 717 0 0 0 0 706 717 
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Total Requested Funding within each Ecological Section (Table 4) 

Type Metro
/ 
Urban 
(AP) 

Metro
/ 
Urban 
(Final) 

Forest 
/ 
Prairi
e (AP) 

Forest 
/ 
Prairi
e 
(Final
) 

SE Forest 
(AP) 

SE Forest 
(Final) 

Prairi
e (AP) 

Prairi
e 
(Final
) 

N. 
Fores
t (AP) 

N. 
Forest 
(Final
) 

Total (AP) Total 
(Final) 

Restore - - - - $127,900 $161,100 - - - - $127,900 $161,100 
Protect 
in Fee 
with 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

- - - - $1,315,000 $1,220,100 - - - - $1,315,000 $1,220,100 

Protect 
in Fee 
w/o 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

Protect 
in 
Easemen
t 

- - - - $587,100 $562,000 - - - - $587,100 $562,000 

Enhance - - - - $112,000 $169,600 - - - - $112,000 $169,600 
Total - - - - $2,142,00

0 
$2,112,80

0 
- - - - $2,142,00

0 
$2,112,80

0 
Target Lake/Stream/River Feet or Miles 

3.96 

Explain the success/shortage of acre goals 

The partnership impacted a total of 717 acres through this award, exceeding the overall proposed acreage target 
for the grant. Restoration and Enhancement exceeded proposed goals (118%), while Protection effectively met its 
goal (99%).  Focusing on prairie enhancement was a strategic choice made by the partnership with DNR input. 
 
The partnership also effectively met its leverage target for the grant, achieving 99% of its proposed goal through a 
wide variety of sources. 

Outcomes 

Programs in southeast forest region:  
Large corridors and complexes of biologically diverse wildlife habitat typical of the unglaciated region are 
restored and protected ~ The projects funded through this award were strongly focused on large corridors and 
complexes in the Driftless Area. Each Fee Protection project contributed to complexes of habitat larger than 1,000 
acres in size. Enhancement projects took place on protected land within priority areas identified as landscape-
scale complexes of biodiversity. 
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Parcels 

Sign-up Criteria?   
Yes - Sign up criteria is attached 

Restore / Enhance Parcels 

Name County TRDS Acres Est Cost Existing 
Protection 

Description 

Olson Bluff Fillmore 10408213 15 $12,260 Yes Control of Invasive brush 
and shrubs on bluff using 
prescribed goat grazing 

Rush Creek Woods Fillmore 10408212 23 $31,400 Yes Control of Invasive brush 
and shrubs on bluff using 
prescribed goat grazing 

MLT - Bear Creek (Erding) Houston 10312205 13 $23,000 Yes Oak woodland 
enhancement 

MLT - East Indian Creek Wabasha 10910226 11 $2,500 Yes Restoration of 11 acres of 
oak-maple-basswood forest 
adjacent to State Forest 
Land. 

MLT - Burns Valley (Goetzman) Winona 10607202 12 $15,900 Yes Enhancement of a high 
quality 12-acre goat prairie 
that's been invaded with 
cedars and buckthorn. 

MLT - WMA- Billy Goat Winona 10710208 25 $22,000 Yes Oak woodland 
enhancement 

Whitewater Cutthroat Winona 10410223 35 $16,500 Yes Control of Invasive brush 
and shrubs on bluff using 
prescribed goat grazing 

Fee Parcels 

Name County TRDS Acres Est Cost Existing 
Protection 

Choice WMA North 2 Fillmore 10208203 85 $548,000 No 
Choice WMA North 3 Fillmore 10208203 37 $120,764 No 
Rushford Fillmore 10408202 122 $441,000 Yes 
Easement Parcels 

Name County TRDS Acres Est Cost Existing 
Protection 

MLT - Brownsville Bluff (Green-Guckelberger) Houston 10204211 0 $24,000 Yes 
MLT - Wildcat Creek (Scanlan) Houston 10304227 98 $122,000 No 
MLT - Looney Creek (Farrell) Winona 10506234 241 $193,000 No 
  

https://lsohcprojectmgmt.leg.mn/media/lsohc/final/signup_criteria/1495046494-Blufflands_Program_Criteria_a.pdf
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Parcel Map 

 

 


	Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council Southeast Minnesota Protection and Restoration Phase 6 Laws of Minnesota 2018 Final Report
	General Information
	Manager Information
	Location Information

	Narrative
	Summary of Accomplishments
	Process & Methods
	How did the program address habitats of significant value for wildlife species of greatest conservation need, threatened or endangered species, and/or list targeted species?
	How did the program use science-based targeting that leveraged or expanded corridors and complexes, reduced fragmentation, or protected areas in the MN County Biological Survey.
	Explain Partners, Supporters, & Opposition
	Exceptional challenges, expectations, failures, opportunities, or unique aspects of program
	What other dedicated funds may collaborate with or contribute to this program?
	What is the plan to sustain and/or maintain this work after the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended?
	Actions to Maintain Project Outcomes

	Budget
	Grand Totals Across All Partnerships
	Partner: Minnesota Land Trust
	Totals
	Personnel

	Partner: The Nature Conservancy
	Totals
	Personnel

	Partner: The Trust for Public Land
	Totals
	Personnel

	Direct Support Services

	Output Tables
	Acres by Resource Type (Table 1)
	How many of these Prairie acres are Native Prairie? (Table 1b)
	Total Requested Funding by Resource Type (Table 2)
	Acres within each Ecological Section (Table 3)
	Total Requested Funding within each Ecological Section (Table 4)
	Target Lake/Stream/River Feet or Miles
	Explain the success/shortage of acre goals

	Outcomes
	Programs in southeast forest region:

	Parcels
	Restore / Enhance Parcels
	Fee Parcels
	Easement Parcels

	Parcel Map


