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Executive Summary 

On June 3, 2025, Clay County Public Health (CCPH) received $129,540 from the Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency (MPCA) as Clay County's share of the settlement between the MPCA and the former 

Anheuser-Busch Agricultural plant in Moorhead, Minnesota. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 16A.151, CCPH 

conducted a public engagement process to solicit community input regarding the use of the settlement funds 

and collaborated with the City of Moorhead to identify projects that would provide environmental and public 

health benefits to residents. 

The engagement process included public outreach materials, an online input process, open house 

opportunities, written comments, and review of proposed project concepts. Feedback received from 

Moorhead residents emphasized environmental enhancement, native landscaping, bicycle and pedestrian 

improvements, trail amenities, waste reduction, public safety improvements, and environmental health 

information. 

Based on community feedback and review by Clay County Public Health, the Clay County Board, and City of 

Moorhead staff, funding was directed toward projects implemented by the City of Moorhead during 2026. 

These projects included native landscaping and tree planting improvements, bicycle and pedestrian 

infrastructure enhancements, crosswalk safety improvements, river corridor amenities, and advance 

purchase of lighting equipment for the Bluestem pedestrian bridge. 

This report was prepared on behalf of Clay County and is intended to satisfy the legislative reporting 

requirements by describing the community engagement process, the purposes and activities for which funds 

were used, and an account of expenditures. 

E-mail Distribution 

This report was e-mailed to the following legislative committee leaders: 

• Minnesota Senate - Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee Chair Foung Hawj - 

sen.foung.hawj@mnsenate.gov 

• Minnesota Senate - Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee Ranking Minority Member Steve 

Green - sen.steve.green@mnsenate.gov 

• Minnesota House - Environment and Natural Resources Finance and Policy Committee Co-Chair Josh 

Heintzeman - rep.josh.heintzeman@house.mn.gov 

• Minnesota House - Environment and Natural Resources Finance and Policy Committee Co-Chair Peter 

Fischer - rep.peter.fischer@house.mn.gov 

The following people were cc'd on the e-mail: 

• Brenda Vaness, MPCA - brenda.vaness@state.mn.us 

• Cory Boeck, MPCA - cory.boeck@state.mn.us 

• Hassan Bouchareb, MPCA - hassan.bouchareb@state.mn.us 

• Rhiannon Flury, MPCA - Rhiannon.Flury@state.mn.us 

• Stephen Larson, Clay County - stephen.larson@claycountymn.gov 

• Jessica Mickelson, Clay County - Jessica.Mickelson@claycountymn.gov 

• Rory Beil, Clay County - Rory.Beil@claycountymn.gov 

• Kent Severson, Clay County - Kent.Severson@claycountymn.gov 

• Matthew Jacobson, Clay County - Matthew.Jacobson@claycountymn.gov 

• Dan Mahli, City of Moorhead - danmahli@moorheadmn.gov 

• Kristie Leshovsky, City of Moorhead - kristie.leshovsky@moorheadmn.gov 

• Forrest Steinhoff, City of Moorhead - forrest.steinhoff@moorheadmn.gov 
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Project Scope 

1. Preparation before the Community Engagement Process 

Community engagement materials and proposed project concepts were developed and reviewed by Clay 

County Public Health and City of Moorhead staff. Public engagement boards included topics such as biking 

and walking improvements, river corridor improvements, native landscaping improvements, and other 

environmental/health improvement ideas. Residents were able to provide comments both electronically and 

during public meetings. 

2. Community Engagement Process 

Clay County Public Health coordinated a community engagement process in collaboration with the City of 

Moorhead to identify environmentally beneficial and public health-oriented projects that could be supported 

through the MPCA settlement funds. The process was designed to ensure transparency, encourage broad 

community participation, and provide Moorhead residents with opportunities to identify local priorities for 

environmental and public health improvements. 

Community outreach included distribution of public input flyers, publication of proposed project boards, open 

house meetings, written comment collection, and online engagement. The process encouraged residents to 

submit ideas related to environmental sustainability, trail and park improvements, waste reduction, public 

safety, landscaping, pedestrian infrastructure, and other ideas. The Appendices section of this report shows 

the four display boards and public-facing project themes for the open houses: General Bicycling/Walking 

Improvements, River Corridor Improvements, Native Landscaping, and Other Ideas. Each board included 

specific project concepts along with space for residents to contribute their own suggestions. 

The open houses were intentionally held in popular, accessible settings and scheduled beyond the 

traditional 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. window to reach a broader audience. Staff from both Clay County Public 

Health and the City of Moorhead were present at each open house to answer questions.  The online survey 

was open to the public from October 17, 2025, to December 15, 2025. Clay County facilitated three open 

houses for public input, in addition to an online input opportunity; the open house at Triumph Lutheran 

Brethren Church was cancelled due to bad weather. 

The online survey received 192 unique comments. Survey and engagement results demonstrated strong 

public interest in native landscaping, tree planting, bicycle and pedestrian improvements, river corridor 

amenities, waste reduction, public safety enhancements, and multilingual environmental health information. 

Engagement summary materials documented resident participation and community support for projects 

focused on environmental enhancement and active transportation infrastructure. 

Open House Summary 

Date Time Location Status/Notes 

November 13, 2025 12:00pm-1:00pm Moorhead Library Public input open house 

November 19, 2025 9:00am-10:00am Hjemkomst Center Public input open house 

December 11, 2025 6:00pm-7:00pm Moorhead Library Public input open house 
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3. Purposes and Activities for Which Funds Were Used 

Following completion of the public engagement process, recommendations were reviewed by local 

stakeholders and presented to the Clay County Board for consideration. On January 27, 2026, the Clay 

County Board reviewed the committee recommendations and authorized the use of the MPCA settlement 

funds for selected projects to be implemented by the City of Moorhead during 2026. The Moorhead City 

Council then adopted Resolution #2026-0209-B a Memorandum of Understanding with Clay County Public 

Health regarding the allocation and use of grant funds received from the MN Pollution Control Agency and 

Related Budget Adjustment #26-007 to enter into agreement and outlining terms within the agreement. 

 

Arbor Day Tree Planting - Estimated Cost: $14,574 

Funding supported the planting of approximately 100 trees within Woodlawn Park. The project was intended 

to improve shade coverage, increase urban tree canopy, enhance wildlife habitat, and beautify community 

park space. The project also included participation opportunities for local elementary school students during 

Arbor Day activities. 

River Corridor Amenities - Estimated Cost: $11,158.13 

Funding supported installation of benches and a bicycle repair station along the river corridor trail system. 

These improvements were intended to support active transportation, encourage trail usage, and improve 

accessibility and recreational amenities for residents and visitors. 

Bluestem Bridge Trail Lighting - Estimated Cost: $25,600 

Funding supported the advance purchase of lighting equipment for the Bluestem bicycle and pedestrian 

bridge trail project. The project was intended to improve visibility, safety, and accessibility along the trail 

corridor and support long-term pedestrian and bicycle connectivity. 

Crosswalk Safety Improvements - MPCA Funding Contribution: $58,206.47 

Funding supported enhanced crosswalk markings and pedestrian safety improvements near Moorhead 

public schools and pedestrian routes. The project focused on improving safety for students, pedestrians, 

bicyclists, and other users utilizing school-area transportation corridors and active transportation routes. 

Native Landscaping and Pollinator Improvements - Estimated Cost: $13,447.30 

Funding supported native landscaping and pollinator-focused plantings intended to improve habitat quality, 

reduce maintenance demands, support pollinator species, and improve environmental sustainability within 

public spaces in Moorhead. 

4. Account of Expenditures 

Clay County Public Health received a total of $129,540 from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency on 

June 3, 2025. Funds were subsequently allocated to projects implemented by the City of Moorhead during 

2026 based on the approved recommendations arising from the community engagement process. A total of 

$122,985.90 was spent on the projects with $6,554.10 retained for administrative expenses for CCPH. 

Project Estimated / Allocated Amount 

Arbor Day Tree Planting $14,574 

River Corridor Amenities $11,158.13 

Bluestem Bridge Trail Lighting $25,600 

Crosswalk Safety Improvements $58,206.47 

Native Landscaping and Pollinator Improvements $13,447.30 

Staff Time and Administrative Costs $6,554.10 

Total MPCA Settlement Funds Received $129,540 
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Additional supporting invoices, contracts, payment records, and project documentation are included within 

the appendices and associated supporting materials provided by the City of Moorhead and Clay County 

Public Health. 

Reflections 

The MPCA settlement funding process provided an opportunity for Clay County Public Health and the City of 

Moorhead to collaborate on projects that advance environmental and public health objectives identified by 

community residents. 

The engagement process demonstrated strong resident interest in projects that improve walkability, public 

safety, environmental sustainability, native habitat, and access to public spaces. The process also 

highlighted the value of collaboration between local government, public health, and community members 

when identifying projects intended to benefit community health and environmental quality. 

Because this funding mechanism is relatively new under Minn. Stat. § 16A.151, the process also provided 

valuable experience regarding community engagement expectations, project selection procedures, 

expenditure tracking, and legislative reporting requirements. Clay County Public Health appreciates the 

collaboration provided by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, the City of Moorhead, and participating 

community members throughout the process. 

We recommend that the MPCA assign a staff member to future communities that receive funding through 

this process to help guide those communities through the public input process, the writing of the final report, 

and the transmission of the final report to the state. 
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Appendices 
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Appendix A: CCPH Moorhead Input Flyer #1 
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Appendix B: Moorhead Public Input Flyer #2 
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Appendix C: Online Survey Data 
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Appendix D: Final Biking and Walking Improvements Board 
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Appendix E: Final Native Landscaping Improvements Board 
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Appendix F: Final River Corridor Improvements Board 
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Appendix G: Final Other Ideas for Improvements Board 
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Appendix H: Final List of Webpage Write-In Responses 
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Appendix I: Agreement -- Clay County Public Health - MPCA Funding -- 2026 -- FINAL 
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Appendix J-1: Tree Planting Check 
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Appendix J-2: Credit Card Purchase 
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Appendix J-3: Tree Invoice 
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Appendix J-4: Tree Invoice 
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Appendix J-5: Tree Invoice 
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Appendix J-6: Tree Invoice 
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Appendix J-7: Tree Invoice 
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Appendix J-8: Tree Planting Check 

 



33 
 

Appendix J-9: Final Tree Check 
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Appendix J-10: Tree-Planting Photos 
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Appendix K-1: River Corridor Benches Invoice 

 

 



36 
 

Appendix K-2: Benches Check 
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Appendix K-3: Benches Check 
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Appendix K-4: Benches Check 
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Appendix K-5: Bike Station Invoice 
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Appendix K-6: Concrete Work Contract 
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Appendix K-7: Bench Invoice 
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Appendix K-8: Bike Repair Station – Credit Card Purchase Documentation  
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Appendix K-9: Bike Station Invoice 
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Appendix K-10: Bike Station Invoice 
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Appendix K-11: Photo of Bench and Bike Repair Station 
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Appendix L-1: Bluestem Bridge Lights - INVOICE 
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Appendix L-2: Bluestem Bridge Lights – Check 
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Appendix M-1: Northstar Contract for Crosswalks 
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Appendix M-2: Crosswalk Check 
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Appendix M-3: Crosswalk Invoice 
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Appendix M-4: Crosswalk Project Photos 
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Appendix N-1: MNL Pollinator Contract 
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Appendix N-2: Grass Seed Check 
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Appendix N-3: Landscape Invoice 
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Appendix N-4: Landscaping Photos 

 


