
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2010 Accomplishment Plan

D ate: Ap ri l  14, 2015

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: Washington County St. Croix River Land Protection

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $ 1,033,000

Manag er's  Name: June Mathiowetz
T itle: Senior Planner
O rg anizatio n: Washington County
Ad d ress : 14949 62nd Street North
C ity: Stillwater, MN 55082
O ff ice Numb er: 651-430-6011
Email: june.mathiowetz@co.washington.mn.us

Leg is lative C itatio n: ML 2010, C h. 361, Art. 1, S ec. 2, S ub d . 5(h)

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: $1,033,000 in fiscal year 2011 is to the commissioner of natural resources for an agreement with Washington
County to acquire permanent easements to protect habitat associated with the St. Croix River Valley. A list of proposed acquisitions must be
provided as part of the required accomplishment plan. The accomplishment plan must include an easement stewardship plan. M.L 2013,
Chapter 137, Article 1, Section 2, Subd. 10.Appropriations Carryforward; Fee Title Acquisition The availability of the appropriation for the
following project is extended to July 1, 2015: Laws 2010, chapter 361, article 1, section 2, subdivision 5, paragraph (h), Washington County St.
Croix River Land Protection, and the appropriation may be spent on acquisition of land in fee title to protect habitat associated with the St.
Croix River Valley. A list of proposed acquisitions must be provided as part of the accomplishment plan.

C o unty Lo catio ns: Washington

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  wil l  take p lace:

Metro / Urban

Activity typ es:

Protect in Easement
Restore

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Forest
Habitat
Prairie
Wetlands

Abstract:

Washington County seeks to preserve the ecological integrity of the St. Croix River by completing a 85-acre permanent conservation
easement to protect critical riparian habitat and over one mile of shoreland. The property is located in Denmark Township within the
state-managed portion of the St. Croix Scenic Riverway and is one of the remaining large lots along the lower St. Croix River. It provides
a critical connection needed to create a continuous corridor of forested bluff lands and ravines. This funding will address three of the
Outdoor Heritage Council's priority actions for the Metropolitan Urbanizing Section: to protect a prairie and habitat corridor along the
St. Croix River and to protect, enhance and restore big woods forests and oak savanna with an emphasis on areas with high biological
diversity. 

Design and scope of  work:
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This project works with the Thomas E. and Edna D. Carpenter Foundation to fund a 85-acre conservation easement in southern
Washington County. The Carpenter Foundation will remain owner and manage the property. Funding partners include Washington
County through its Land and Water Legacy Program that ranks land along the St. Croix River as high priority for its funding because these
parcels help preserve critical habitat, protect water resources, create networks of protected habitat and protect lands that are
accessible or highly visible to the public. Carpenter Foundation is also making a donation to the project. 

The St. Croix River and its watershed is a national treasure whose habitat and water quality is threatened. The St. Croix River watershed
is considered to be one of the most biologically diverse rivers in the Upper Mississippi River basin. Its waters support 95 fish and
approximately 38 mussel species, many of which are on the state and federal endangered species lists. Its forested lands provide
nesting habitat for Bald Eagles and are home to several threatened and endangered species. Although the waters of the St. Croix River
are very pristine, they are impacted by nutrient and sediment pollution. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency designated Lake St.
Croix, the lower 25 miles of the river, as an “impaired water” due to high levels of phosphorus. This designation mandates that the
federal, state and local governments take actions to ensure the lake’s recovery. With increasing urbanization in the watershed is will be
difficult to do. By limiting development and maintaining mature forests along the river, the proposed acquisition will help defray
pollution impacts and will aid in arresting the decline in water quality in the lower stretch of the river. The proposed acquisition will
maintain essential habitat for resident and migratory wildlife, both game and non-game species. This acquisition helps maintain a high
quality river fishery that is dependent on clean water. 

Crops:

Will there be planting of corn or any crop on OHF land purchased or restored in this program - No

Which sections of  the Minnesota Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan are applicable to this
project:

H1 Protect priority land habitats
H2 Protect critical shoreland of streams and lakes
H7 Keep water on the landscape
LU6 Reduce Upland and gully erosion through soil conservation practices

Which other plans are addressed in this proposal:

Outdoor Heritage Fund: A 25 Year Framework
St. Croix Corridor of the Metro Conservation Corridors Plan, St. Croix National Scenic Riverway District Management Plan

Which LSOHC state-wide priorit ies are addressed in this proposal:

Allow public access. This comes into play when all other things about the request are approximately equal
Are able to leverage effort and/or other funds to supplement any OHF appropriation
Are ongoing, successful, transparent and accountable programs addressing actions and targets of one or more of the ecological
sections
Produce multiple enduring conservation benefits
Provide Minnesotans with greater public access to outdoor environments with hunting, fishing and other outdoor recreation
opportunities

Which LSOHC section priorit ies are addressed in this proposal:
Metro  / Urb an:

Protect, enhance, and restore remnant native prairie, Big Woods forests, and oak savanna with an emphasis on areas with high
biological diversity
Protect habitat corridors, with emphasis on the Minnesota, Mississippi, and St. Croix rivers (bluff to floodplain)

Relationship to other f unds:

Donation by Carpenter Nature Center and Washington County Land and Water Legacy Program funds

How does this proposal accelerate or supplement your current ef f orts in this area:

This proposal helps the County meet its Land and Water Legacy program goals to improve water quality, protect drinking water sources,
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preserve wetlands and woodlands, protect land along bodies of water from development.

How will you sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended:

The Carpenter Foundation continues to own and manage the property and development of a management plan by Carpenter is part of
the project requirements. 

The long-term protection will be assured through a perpetual conservation easement that confines development, management and use
of the property to activities that are consistent with preservation of the public values. The county follows the standards and practices
of the National Land Trust Alliance, thus ensuring long-lasting conservation easements. The county monitors each of its acquisitions
annually. The county attorney enforces the terms of the conservation easement. The easement requires preparation of a management
plan that recommends activities to improve and restore the ecological functions of the property. Washington County works often works
with its easements land owners to secure funds and technical assistance to implement the management recommendations. The cost of
these activities is funded through county property tax dollars. 

Activity Details:

Will the eased land be open for public use - Yes

The property will be open for public use seven days a week during Carpenter Nature Center's business hours. 

Additionally, regional and connector trails scheduled to be built around the property will be open between 7 am until 1/2 after sunset
per Washington County Ordinance #174.

Is the land you plan to acquire free of any other permanent protection - Yes

Is the activity on permanently protected land per 97A.056, subd 13(f) and/or public waters per MS 103G .005, Subd. 15 - Yes

Accomplishment T imeline:

Activity Appro ximate Date Co mpleted
Purcha se  o f a  co ns erva tio n ea sement June 30, 2015

Federal Funding:

Do you anticipate federal funds as a match for this program - No

Outcomes:
P ro g rams in metro p o litan urb aniz ing  reg io n:

A network of natural land and riparian habitats will connect corridors for wildlife and species in greatest conservation need
Core areas protected with highly biologically diverse wetlands and plant communities, including native prairie, Big Woods, and oak
savanna
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Budget Spreadsheet

Budget reallocations up to 10% do not require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Ho w wil l  this  p ro g ram acco mmo d ate the red uced  ap p ro p riatio n reco o mend atio n fro m the o rig inal  p ro p o sed  req uested
amo unt

Not Listed

T o tal  Amo unt o f  Req uest: $ 1033000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel $0 $0 $0
Co ntra cts $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $0 $0 no ne $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $1,028,000 $2,784,000 Co unty Levy/La ndo wner Do na tio n $3,812,000
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services $0 $0 $0
Direct Suppo rt Services $0 $0 $0
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $5,000 $0 DNR Appra isa l Review $5,000
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0

To ta l $1,033,000 $2,784,000 $3,817,000
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 8 67 10 85
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 8 67 10 85

T ab le 1b . Ho w many o f  these P rairie acres  are Native P rairie?

T ype Native Pra irie
Resto re 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 85
Enha nce 0

To ta l 85

T ab le 2. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $97,000 $814,000 $122,000 $1,033,000
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $97,000 $814,000 $122,000 $1,033,000

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 85 0 0 0 0 85
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 85 0 0 0 0 85

T ab le 4. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $1,033,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,033,000
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $1,033,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,033,000

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles

Property is approximately 1 1/2 miles in length along the St. Croix River
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Parcel List

For restoration and enhancement programs ONLY: Managers may add, delete, and substitute projects on this parcel list based upon need, readiness,
cost, opportunity, and/or urgency so long as the substitute parcel/project forwards the constitutional objectives of this program in the Project Scope

table of this accomplishment plan. The final accomplishment plan report will include the final parcel list.

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Washington
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026202404 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Ca rpenter
Co nserva tio n
Ea sement

026203109 0 $0 No No t Applica ble No t Applica ble

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Completed Parcel: Carpenter Conservation Easement

# o f T o ta l Acres: 0
Co unty: Wa shing to n
T o wnship: 026
Rang e: 20
Directio n: 31
S ectio n: 09
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline: (Linea r Feet)
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite:
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Completed Parcel: Carpenter Conservation Easement
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Completed Parcel: Carpenter Conservation Easement

# o f T o ta l Acres: 0
Co unty: Wa shing to n
T o wnship: 026
Rang e: 20
Directio n: 24
S ectio n: 04
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline: (Linea r Feet)
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite:
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Completed Parcel: Carpenter Conservation Easement
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Completed Parcel: Carpenter Conservation Easement
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Completed Parcel: Carpenter Conservation Easement
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Completed Parcel: Carpenter Conservation Easement
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Completed Parcel: Carpenter Conservation Easement
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Parcel Map

Washington County St. Croix River Land Protection

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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