


















TRANSPORTATION 
"On The Go" 

TRANSPORTATION SUMMARY 

The Southwest Regional Development Counnission continued its 
coordination with the Minnesota Department of Transportation in 
planning and development of a comprehensive transportation system. 
The SRDC Transportation Committee met on five occasions during the 
year. Major topics of discussion included: Market Arteries, the 
new Buffalo Ridge Rail . Authority and Railroad, 1989 Spring Weight 
Restrictions, Rail Abandonment, Transit, Triple Trailer Truck 
legislation, the State Aeronautics Plan, Transport:ation Study 
Board, Motor Vehicle Excise Tax transfer, candidate highway 
construction projects for Mn/DOT District Off ices 7 & 8, SRDC 
Transportation Planner Work Program, and Functional Classification 
of Federal Routes. The Committee also held its annual meeting 
with Mn/DOT Districts 7 & 8 Engineers to discuss future road 
improvements in the .,Region. The SRDC will continue to provide 
technical assistance in Transit and plans to update the Regional 
Transportation Plan. 

/ 
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COUNTY TRANSIT PROGRAM.S . 

The Minnesota Department of Transportation received an additional 
$3.5 million from the 1988 State Legislature for non-metro public 
transit. From that money, Mn/DOT committed $200,000 for demon­
stration projects on transportation coordination, including the 
use of volunteer programs. 

The demonstration projects must emphasize coordination of service 
as a main goal, and the transit provider must provide service to 
the general public. SRDC staff has been providing technical 
assistance and the Area Agency on Aging has been assisting with 
advocacy for the demonstration projects in all nine counties and 
the two Cornmunity Action Agencj.es in an ef fart to coordinate,, 
initiate, and expand new and existing transportation services. 

All the counties have identified medical trips as a top priority 
need. The SRDC would like to see the counties achieve a region­
wide coordination system mainly for long distance trips (medical 
and private charter). 

The benefits of these transportation services to those in rural 
areas and smaller cities, to name a few are access to medical 
care, markets, mealsites, friends and relatives, and trips to and 
from work. The Southwest Regional Development Co1IUI1ission will 
continue to assist these transportation programs and congratulates 
the individuals involved in the programs, whose hard work and 
dedication brought transportation within the region to fruition. 

The 1987 8-ection 16(b.)'(2) > grant: 
DAC and CC~Sl/Lakeview s ·chool rec· 
jtear. 

On February 8, 1989 the State of 
Minnesota's newest railroad~ the 
Buffalo. Ridge Railroad, made their 
maiden trip along the tracks 
abandoned last year by the Chicago 
and Northwestern Transportation 
Company. 
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The major change from the last years Spring 
Weight Restrictions is Mn/DOT deleted the 9 
ton category. All roads that were 9 ton 
last year were 10 ton for the 1989 Weight 
Restrictions. The only other change from 
last years weight restrictions was Hwy. 269 
from Jasper to South Dakota, upgraded from 
7 ton to 10 ton. 
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"Changing Paces" 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE SUMMARY 
• I SRDC PARKS' AND ·RECREATION . 

The SRDC Parks and Recreation Committee met on four (4) occasions 
during the year , and continued its involvement with the enhance- ~ 
ment of Parks and Recreation in the Region. The committee has 
worked to encourage legislation for small park grants, and re­
viewed the 1989 Outdoor Recreation Grant Applications from the 
Region . Monitoring legislation and sp.eaking with legish.tors, 
keeping contact with state agencies, and assisting local units of 
government with the new DTED Single Application process were 
activities conducted under the Parks and Open Space Work Program 
during Fiscal Year 1989. 

COMMITTEE 

Loren Carlson, Chairman •.•.••.•.•• Jacks<?n County 
James Derickson • . . . .. . • • . . . . . . • . Cotton~v0od County 
Eloise Hauschild ................ ,,. Lincoln County 
Gary, -Lueck . ,. .•• 

Jan Otto·•·• •·····•····•~····•··••·•• Lyon- County 
Merten Petersen•••••••••••••••••••••· Rock County 
Leland Priebe ........•... •'• ......... Murriy County 

, Rofand Wray ... _' . ..•....•..•..•..••••• Jackson- Cou~ty 
Marvin Wi.ertzerna •••.••••••••••••••• Nobles County 
Wer:ne:r .. Fi,sc~er . . . . . . • . • • . • . • • • • • • • Redwood County 

OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANTS 

Three of the nine ·units of governm~nt were notified that their 
1989 grant applications were approved. The Cities of Pipes.tone 
and Redwoo<;i Falls applied •for park development funding and the 
City of Wabasso applied for Athletic ·Facilities funding. 

ENVIRONMENTAL/LAND USE 
"New Partnerships" 
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RECYCLE 

SOUTHWEST RECYCLING TASK FORCE 

The Counties of Lincoln, Pipestone, Murray, 
Cottonwood, and Nobles entered into a joint 
powers agreement during Fis~al Year 1989 in• 
order to hire a Recycling Coordinator. The 
SRDC supplied staff and technical assis­
tance during the formation of the tas~ 
force, task force meetings, and the hiring 
of the Recycling Coordinator. 

ENVIRONMENTAL/LAND USE SUMMARY 

During the 1989 Fiscal Year, the· SRDC · continued its Environmental 
and Land Use Program. The Committee ha~ met .three times, and 
major topics of discussion included Solid Wa9 te Management Issues 
(SCORE, Recycling, Landfill Fees), County Water Plans, Legisl.ative 
Issues, Dissolvement · of the Waste Man.agement Board, Shore land 
Rules, Board of Water and Soil Resources, and Clean Water Partner­
ships Grant Program. 

The SRDC has complet~d , the Rock County Zoning Update contract and 
has began a contract with Redwood-Cottonwood River Control Ass.oc­
iation to assist with certain· segments of the County Water Plans 
(Lincoln, Lyon, Redwood, Pipestone and Murray). The SRDC shall 
continue its involvement , with local units of government in - the 
Region to assure environmentally sound development. 

'COUNTY WATER PLANNING 

The .Redwood-Cottonwood River. • Control Association (RCRCA)' 
contracted with the SRDC to assist with elements required in the 
County Water Plans. _ The counties involved in the RCRCA Water · 
Plans are Pipestone, Murray, Lincoln, Lyon, and Redwood. The 
elements of the plan the SRDC is assisting in are as follows: 
Expected Changes to the Physical Environment, Special Geologic 
Conditions and Their- Implications, Water Based Recreation Plans 
and Expected Changes. The contract .is expected to continue into 
FY 1990. 

COUNTY LANDFILL FEE RATE SURVEY 

The SRDC has continued to work with the Solid Waste Officers in 
the Region. Through this work, the Region was requested to 
conduct a Landfill Rate Survey. T~e results of this survey show 
that during the past year we have seen increases in landfill fees 
because of ne~ rules and regulations requiring counties to make 
arrangements for financial assurance • ·funds . and closure costs. 

The Coordinator will assist the · counties to Costs for disposal of tires and appliances are also iµcreasing ·to 
enhance existing and future recycling cover expenses incurred by the counties to .hau~ th~m to processing 
efforts aad work to enhance recycling and facilities. The SRDC plans to update the landfill fee s~hedules 
wa..~.t~ ~t:~dqc~tiQit .education .. efforts.. ···- ... du.ring -FY1990 . . ·-· -· _ ... 
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MINNESOTA _ TOURISM 
"Driving Into The Future"·· 

With the ever increasing need to diversify the economy in South­
west Minnesota, tourism is virtually untapped · as a solution to 
some of the regions economic ·problems. Tourism is one way we can 
diversify the _ areas economic base. The potential eco~omic impac t 
tourism could have on this part of the State is unlimited . 

With this in mind, a study titled "Southwest Minnesota· Proposed 
Expo Center Devel·opinent Study" has been conducted by the Southwest 
Minnesota Expo Center Board of Directors, in conjunction with the 
Southwest Regional Development Connnission. The study did not 
happen overnight. Last year the legislature allocated $20,000 to 
conduct the study. The purpose of the grant and study was to plan 
for a proposed facility in Southwest Minnesota to enable promotion 
of local, commercial, and historical attractions. The goal was to 
assist the Southwest Regional Development Commission and the 
Southwest Minnesota Expo Center Board of Directors, to develop a 
plan for the proposed Expo Center Facility. This r~port eludes to 
the proposed Expo Center as being an informational clearing house, 
designed to aid in developing a coqrdinated effort for the 
promotion of tourism in the Southwest Region and draw people into 

• the Region. An additional $15,000 was allocated by the 
legislature this year for contin_ued planning purposes. 

More interesting is the amount of money visitors spend in Minne­
sota. The Expo Study revealed the average number of people in a 
travel party of Minnesotans was approximately 4, and they spent an 
average of $506 per tr.ip. For non-Minnesotans, the average number 
of people in a travel party was essentially the same and they 
spent about $713 per trip. These tourist dollars mean new money 
bro~ght · to the are~ and distributed here. According to a report 
by the Minnesota . Off ice of Tourism, on the average for every 
$50,800 spent ·by tourists in Minnesota, one job is created. 
According to the same 1987 report, travel expenditures were 
$61,.141,000 in the Southwest Region and there were 1,257 jobs 
generated, resulting in one job created for every $49,000 spent 
and indicates the impact of tourism within the region. ' 

Although this c~ncept is ·in the
1 
preliminary stages, it is certain 

an Expo Center would help tap the economic pipeline of tourism in 
) . 

our Region and showcase· -our communities, values, and quality of 
life that are- apparent throughout Southwest Minnesota. A proposed 
facility of this nature would have sign.ificant, unlimited impact 
on _the entire region, and result no doubt, in additional opportun­
ities related to tourism. / 




