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PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

"Changing Paces"

B e Rl P AL S IR ~ 'SRDC PARKS AND RECREATION

The SRDC Parks and Recreation Committee met on four (4) occasions ‘ COMMITTEE

during the year, and continued its involvement with the enhance- °

ment of Parks and Recreation in the Region. The committee has Loren Carlson, Chairman ....... .... Jackson
worked to encourage legislation for small park grants, and re- James Derickson .cceecevccose. .+ Cottonwood
viewed the 1989 Outdoor Recreation Grant Applications from the Eloise Hauschild ..... L. ,. Lincoln
Region. Monitoring legislation. and speaking with Ilegislators, Gary LUECK sueasvinsesanenacana. Cottonwood
keeping contact with state agencies, and assisting local units of Tan OO il e e i v Iyon
government with the new DTED Single Application process were Merten Petersen .....euesecesesssnaso. Rock

activities conducted under the Parks and Open Space Work Program Leland Priebe s.cevecinccanccacnanse Murray

during Fiscal Year 1989.

Roland Wray ...ccveeeecsccnsscscess Jackson
Marvin Wiertzema ......ssscvasesss.s Nobles
Werner FiSCHer s..euesvecencessssss Redwood

OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANTS

Three of the nine units of government were notified that their
1989 grant applications were approved. The Cities of Pipestone
and Redwood Falls applied for park development funding and the
City of Wabasso applied for Athletic TFacilities funding.

ENVIRONMENTAL/LAND USE

""New Partnerships"

e
iiDennxs Ranlng .......}..‘....¢...~.... Rock Coun

Joe Stepanek Sesesacetasintoraans Plpestone Cou_ 7
e ‘Murray Coun y
Fred Worden .. ciiaivicieai iy Lyon Couuty
;Roland Weay ... ... ... . ... ... lJgock=o§ Coun v
Ly Tleck ol e e Cottonwood County.
Muriel Runholt sescesssetrenaosanoiuns Lyon Gounty

%

RECYCLE

SOUTHWEST RECYCLING TASK FORCE

The Counties of Lincoln, Pipestone, Murray,
Cottonwood, and Nobles entered into a joint

powers agreement during Fiscal Year 1989 in’

order to hire a Recycling Coordinator. The
SRDC supplied staff and technical assis-
tance during the formation of the task
force, task force meetings, and the hiring
of the Recycling Coordinator.

The Coordinator will assist the counties to

enhance existing and future recycling
efforts and work to enhance recycling and

waste reduction education efforts. ... ... .. ..

ENVIRONMENTAL/LAND USE SUMMARY

" During the 1989 Fiscal Year, the SRDC continued its Environmental

and Land Use Program. The Committee has met three times, and
major topics of discussion included Solid Waste Management Issues
(SCORE, Recycling, Landfill Fees), County Water Plans, Legislative
Issues, Dissolvement of the Waste Management Board, Shoreland
Rules, Board of Water and Soil Resources, and Clean Water Partner-
ships Grant Program.

The SRDC has completed the Rock County Zoning Update contract and
has began a contract with Redwood-Cottonwood River Control Assoc-
iation to assist with certain segments of the County Water Plans
(Lincoln, Lyon, Redwood, Pipestone and Murray). The SRDC shall
continue its involvement with local units of government in the
Region to assure environmmentally sound development.

COUNTY WATER PLANNING

The Redwood-Cottonwood River Control Association (RCRCA)
contracted with the SRDC to assist with elements required in the
County Water Plans. The counties involved in the RCRCA Water
Plans are Pipestone, Murray, Lincoln, Lyon, and Redwood. The
elements of the plan the SRDC is -assisting in are as follows:
Expected Changes to the Physical Environment, Special Geologic
Conditions and Their Implications, Water Based Recreation Plans
and Expected Changes. The contract is expected to continue into
ENSRI9 90

COUNTY LANDFILL FEE RATE SURVEY

The SRDC has continued to work with the Solid Waste Officers in
the Region. Through this work, the Region was requested to
conduct a Landfill Rate Survey. The results of this survey show
that during the past year we have seen increases in landfill fees
because of new rules and regulations requiring counties to make
arrangements for financial assurance funds and closure costs.
Costs for disposal of tires and appliances are also increasing to
cover expenses incurred by the counties to haul them to processing
facilities. The SRDC plans to update the landfill fee schedules
.during .FY1990.
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SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA TOURISM

"Driving Into The Future”

With the ever increasing need to diversify the economy in South-
west Minnesota, tourism is virtually untapped as a solution to
some of the regions economic problems. Tourism is one way we can
diversify the areas economic base. The potential economic impact
tourism could have on this part of the State is unlimited.

With this in mind, a study titled "Southwest Minnesota Proposed
Expo Center Development Study' has been conducted by the Southwest
Minnesota Expo Center Board of Directors, in conjunction with the
Southwest Regional Development Commission. The study did not
happen overnight. Last year the legislature allocated $20,000 to
conduct the study. The purpose of the grant and study was to plan
for a proposed facility in Southwest Minnesota to enable promotion
of local, commercial, and historical attractions. The goal was to
assist the Southwest Regional Development Commission and the
Southwest Minnesota Expo Center Board of Directors,. to develocp a
plan for the proposed Expo Center Facility. This report eludes to
the proposed Expo Center as being an informational clearing house,
designed to aid in developing a coordinated effort for the
promotion of tourism in the Southwest Region and draw people into
the Region. An additionmal $15,000 was allocated by the
legislature this year for continued planning purposes.

More interesting is the amount of money visitors spend in Minne-
sota. The Expo Study revealed the average number of people in a
travel party of Minnesotans was approximately 4, and they spent an
average of $506 per trip. For non-Minnesotans, the average number
of people in a travel party was essentially the same and they
spent about $713 per trip. These tourist dollars mean new money
brought to the area and distributed here. According to a report
by the Minnesota Office of Tourism, on the average for every
$50,800 spent by tourists in Minnesota, one job 1is created.
According to the same 1987 report, travel expenditures were
$61,141,000 in the Southwest Region and there were 1,257 jobs
generated, resulting in ome job created for every $49,000 spent
and indicates the impact of tourism within the region. 4

Although this concept is in the preliminary stages, it is certain
an Expo Center would help tap the economic pipeline of tourism in
our Region and showcase our communities, values, and quality 0L
life that are apparent throughout Southwest Minnesota. A proposed
facility of this nature would have significant, unlimited impact
on the entire region, and result no doubt, in additional opportun-
ities related to tourism. :






