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CARL HAUSCHILD, SRDC CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE

The Southwest Regional Development Commis-
sion is meeting the challenges which this
of the state offers. This 1is
accomplished by being a dynamic organiza-
tion which was created by the people of
Southwest Minnesota to serve as a forum for
the discussion and resolution of challenges
which are common to our area. As Commis-
sioners, we are continuing to follow this
purpose.

During 1987, the SRDC continued to meet
challenges in the areas of economic devel-
opment, solid waste management, aging
program development, transportation issues,
community development and environmental
issues. In each instance good progress has
been achieved and results satisfactory to
local units of governments accomplished.

The purpose of our annual report is to
inform the local residents of our activ-
ities over the previous year in order to
increase their understanding of the SRDC's
role and functions. The following pages
highlight the most significant accomplish-
ments realized by the SRDC during the past
year. As Chairman of the SRDC, I am proud
to preseat our annual report and look
forward ‘to continued progress in the
future.

The SRDC exists to serve Southwest Minne-
sota, and I feel that upon your review of
this report you will agree that the South-
west Regional Development commission is
meeting regional challenges. '

Carl Hauschild, Chairman
Southwest Regional Development Commission
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SRDC COMMISSION MEMBERS
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Ed Quiring, Mayor of Mountain Lake ..... Cottonwood County Municipalities

JamesiDeRlckS ORI o R S e s s s saisinms sirns ey Cottonwood County Town Boards
R A A mERMITl e rl oot isaceis siain’s warsiaisiarate <« Cottonwood County Commissioners
Roland Wray, Mayor of Heron Lake ......ccs . Jackson County Municipalities
AbDer Branot . .c.clesisicnssssiossinassessasessionse Jackson County Town Boards
Milford Centz ccecacocss cecesassssssssssasss Jackson County Commissioners
Norman Madsen, Mayor of Arco ¢..cesccssss.. Lincoln County Municipalities
Eloise Hauschild .ccceeccccssccccaasaccsacssss Lincoln County Town Boards
Candi Hauschildutollc .o civsiosaniess esssscsssss Lincoln County Commissioners
Susan Kaye Bakke ....ccovcocees oo sessssssssss Lyon County Municipalities
Ed PACAalS St s kot dlepo)s o'sms tessccsssessssssssss Lyon County Town Boards

John Wreath ..ceceeacescssccecscnsccanss
Mary Magnus, Mayor of Fulda .cececeeccce

«sses Lyon County Commissioners
...Murray County Municipalities

Leland Priebe seeeescassossssisossesssiosssassans Murray County Town Boards
Paul Mettl1ing ccecceecsssssscsssssnsssssssssas Murray County Commissioners
Ronald Lawrence, Mayor of Adrian ....cccees Nobles County Municipalities
RODert I'c "FEeken <. asoeeoeicanecasnisonssocsne «sse Nobles County Town Boards
Marv Baumgard ...ccecceccsccccsscsssssssacsss NObles County Commissioners
Myron Koets .... o8 i0.9/s wiataleleie/sa e e min k'S, Pipestone County Municipalities
Joseph Stepanek ..c.cosecece esecssssesceccsas Pipestone County Town Boards
Clayton Ih1en .cceccecicsccsccscssssnsesas Pipestone County Commissioners
W.F."Woody" Kramer, Mayor of Vesta c.cceeccess Redwood Co. Municipalities
Roy Syverson, Jr., cccescecesccsascescscesssss Redwood County Town Boards
Darolid INEPermanit s ssiys vensnalanissaansassass Redwood County Commissioners
Berdell "Bud" Bush, Mayor of Hills ........... Rock County Municipalities
Merten Peterson ..cccecesscas Sio s siainiee ueia esssesesss Rock County Town Boards
Dennis RONING cecesceccccccccassscesscsasacesss ROCk County Commissioners
Robert Schlagel ....... eeescsscesccsscsasssssesescas ety City of Marshall
Robert Demuth, Mayor of Worthington..ececeeeesssssssss City of Worthington
Loren 'Carlson .. a.eesisssisesio csecessrcscssonss «.eso Region 8 School Boards
AlviD, Cris s ereiieiseanisseals vssssscecscsssnae ++» Region 8 School Boards
Gary LUECK eecesssecscscessssssassssssss Region 8 Ministerial Association
Jim Veenhuis, SFe cseesianssess e anty Soil & Water Conservation District V
Jackie ZePl osssssnseipassdasiva SRl P e e «+. Countryside Council
David Larsen seeeeeccscssccccass sesssessasessasssss LOwer Sioux Community
Karen TOMMETTGDSEN (o1 ¢ sise.conis ole/nie e siaesnsiea e oal o s sis o +ess Mainstay, Inc.
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ADMINISTRATION AND BUDGET
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PROJECT REVIEWS

During Fiscal Year 1988 the Southwest
Regional Development Commission reviewed 99
projects from within the Region to avoid
duplication and insure wise use of public
funds. If you are interested in receiving
a complete listing of the project reviews
for FY'88 please contact the SRDC Office.

 SRDC Poucvschasmme’eeMM:TTEE '

Carl Hauschwid Chairman cvecsssase Ltncoln County
Jim Miller secsceseceaseancennns Cottonwood County
Mary Magnus ........................ Murray County
Berdell Bush .....................¢... Rock County
Robert Demuth sesesesrcocncancentoss N0b1es County'
~ Abner Brandt sssenseessessascornoe Jackson COunty

SRDC BUDGET AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Dennis Roning, Chairman essessessssess Rock County |
Jim Miller sesecnscasessosancans Cottonwood County
Milford Gentz teseessasnsensansesss Jackson County
Paul Mettling ceceeseseseccensssasss Murray County
Carl Hauschild secesncessvvveeces.s Lincoln County
Clayton Ihlen siciiesieeeracicen Pipestone County
Loren CarIson ............,........ Jackson County
Alvin Gru1s cessavsens ..;....... Nobles County
Woody Kramer ceeeeecesss seesvsans Redwcod County
Robert Demuth ..........;. . Yy
ETOIS& Hausch11d o

SRDC REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

REPORTING PERIOD BUDGET
(Fiscal Year 1988)
Revenues by Fund

Tax Levy ® © 00000 0000000000000 0000 $119’66l

State Appropriation c.ceccecceccss 41,782
Minnesota Board on Aging ........ 73,926
Economic Development Adm .cocoese 51,536
MN Department of Transportation . 25,000
CORETACES: | i evove: e s oia syl s mibsols 40,095
Interest Earned & Miscellaneous . 13,605
Reserves for Capital Equipment .. 10,217

TOTAL $375,822
REPORTING PERIOD BUDGET
(Fiscal Year 1988)
Actual Expenditures

Salaries and Fringe ..ccececeeeees $218,134

StaffiTraveds s toiit e eisicisisisis oioreds 19,559
Committee EXDENSES ceccesscccccos 34,338
L R e S S e 15,000
POSEAZEL Chlote. sicrons osros ol sreressrelsuatohst ore 9,000
sTeliophon ettt ol cterelitetoterolots ais e el 9,900
Printing/Publication ..eceeeeeese 12,302
SUpPPIlie SNCCIseiatetorote ot clstots s sleiolols o latolls 4,218
I S UL AT € e It e o e et o fota o tatatoks ot oratore 3,373
Depreciation (Non-Car) cceeceecees 5,629
Audits ©eccececccsccccccc000s0000 00 53800
Computer/Displaywriter .cecececeee. 3,776
Agine Workshopsfs . e e cioisiosias s ss'ss 1,590
FEquipIMEnEr ofateieiole s cleraleleiarslstslors o/s sis s 12,836
Ot e N hetelaretata oieie s talhe erotore e et rat st ofc 4,788

TOTAL $360,243

NOTE: Estimates are included for payable
‘and receivable amounts on revenues and
expenditures., - -

" opment

ADMINISTRATIVE
SUMMARY

Just as a business
in the private sec-
tor must be stable
in the areas of
administration and
budget management in
order to function
properly; the South-
west Regional Devel-
Commission
must be likewise. In
Fiscal Year 1988 the
SRDC again demon-
strated its ability
to manage public re-
sources and admini-
ster a wide range of
human, physical and
economic development
programs through ac-
cepted public ac-
counting and budget-
ing processes.

The SRDC  through
consistent @ budget
administration was

able to limit budget
amendments, maintain
proper reporting re-

quirements and in-
corporate previous
audit suggestions

into its operatioms.
Continued use of
computer software
and hardware as man-
agement tools, en-
abled the Commission
to effectively moni-
itor fiscal affairs.

FISCAL YEAR 1987
AUDIT SUMMARY

The State Auditor's
opinion stated that

the SRDC's Fiscal
Year 1987 general
purpose financial
statement fairly
disclosed the finan-
cial position and
results of opera-

tions of the Commis-
sion for the year
which ended June 30,
1987. The Report of
the State Auditor on
Federal Financial
Assistance shows no
material weaknesses
in Commission inter-
nal accounting pro-
cedures and admini-
stration of the fed-

. eral financial as-

sistance programs of
the Commission. The
SRDC complied with
all laws and regula-
tions tested and was
determined to be in
compliance on legal
matters.

The Commission re-
solved one item from
the Fiscal Year 1986
audit in regards to
fringe benefits. .

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR GARY GRAHAM

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

The Southwest Regional Development Commis-
sion is working diligently to meet the
challenges of this region of Minnesota.
Your staff of the Commission has responded
to these challenges by striving to be
innovative and resourceful in our efforts
on behalf of Southwest Minnesota.

Through the planning, management and
technical assistance provided by your
staff, the SRDC is meeting regional chal-
lenges in the area of aging issues, envi-
ronmental issues, economic and community
development, transportation, parks . and
recreation, solid waste issues and legis-
lative issues. By meeting these chal-
lenges, a positive effect has been made
upon the quality of 1life in Southwest
Minnesota.

I wish to express my appreciation for the
cooperation, participation and support of
local officials and interested citizemns as
well as the SRDC staff in the operations of
the Commission. Through the efforts of
these persons, the Southwest Regional
Development Commission will continue to
meet the challenges of the region.

Gary Graham
Executive Director

WORK PLAN AND BUDGET REPORT

the SRDC revised
The nineteen (19)

During Fiscal Year 1988,
its work program form.

previous program and/or work program
elements were reduced to ten (10) in
number. The result is a work program which

is easier to both understand and determine
work element linkages. The SRDC is proud
to report that all of these work elements
were either met or exceeded. The accom-
plishments were made with no increase in
professional staff. Through good financial
management, the Commission expects to end
the fiscal year at the projected budget.

The Work Program and Budget for Fiscal Year
1989 was prepared using the various stand-
ing committees of the Commission; each of
which integrated its work elements with
various budgetary considerationms. The
Budget and Personnel Committee of the
Commission then coordinated these elements
into a budget for Fiscal Year 1989. In
presenting the Commission budget for Fiscal
Year 1989 to the Commission, Budget and
Personnel Committee Chairman Dennis Roning
stated that the budget will require no
increase in the local funding level.

On May 31, 1988, the Southwest' Regional

Development Commission approved the Work

Program and Budget for Fiscal Year 1989.

Copies are available from the SRDC offices,
. 2524 Broadway Avenue,. Slayton,-MN..56172.




Pictured
Members:
Helen Brinks,
March, Barb Kirchner and Dianne Crowley.

above are FY'88 SRDC Staff
Front row left to right are
Janet Schaeffer, Florence

Back row from left to right are: Annette
Wayne Bair, Brenda Pommier, Ann Schaffer,

Gary Graham, Susan Pirsig, Maddy Forsberg
and Rhonda Wynia,

SRDC STAFF MEMBERS

Gary Graham ...cessesscecssesss Executive Director
Maddy Forsberg .....sessss.. Aging Program Manager
Ann Schaffer ........ Economic Development Planner
Annette Wayne Bair .. Physical Development Planner
Susan Pirsig .se.... Community Development Planner
Rhonda Wynia ..ccessesssccscsesssss Office Manager
Dianne Crowley .5<s.ssisssessesssFinancial Officer
Barb Kirchner .c..ce.... Administrative Technician
Helen Brinks c¢.cceeses.. Administrative Technician
Janet Schaeffers ot iaiohsis et shivrnenshoecnRebary
Brendal POMMIER. os/s'e sis'sisls s s'eisie's o's s'slaleisia’s sDECTE LAY
Eliorence Mapchiitc ot oieaishis iy staislsie siuie wiBNE KLY DS T

. yis_ailiiéarvSIQ
“Cost Plan =

Financial® Record 'Retenfi§n3'
Plan - - -

1987 Transportation Provider
Survey

June 1988, Township Fire
Protection and Ambulance
Survey Results and Analysis

1887 - 1990 :Area Plan,
""Strategic Planning toward
the 1990's", updated 1-1-88

"The Golden Pages" a
Directory of Services for
Older Persons, revised May,
1988 -

"Grantee Manual" Southwest
Regional

mission's
July, 1987

"Consumer's Guide tb'ﬂfhéf; ;
Nursing Homes of Southwest
- Minnesota" December, 1987.

R

State Appropriation

Development ~ Com-
Aging Program =

Contracts
(9%) $34,250

Reserves or Possible Contracts

(7%) $25,150

(11%) $41,782

Economic Development Adm.
(14%) $50,000

SOUTHWEST RDC FY'88 ANNUAL REPORT / PAGE -3-

FISCAL YEAR 1989 REVENUES

(19%) $72,000

FISCAL YEAR 1989 EXPENDITURES

Economic Development
(33%) $121,143

Administration
(1%) $2,300

Environmental
(7%) $25,983

OLDER AMERICANS
ACT FUNDS

FOR THE REGION’S
ELDERLY

Older Americans Act
funds are awarded to
local units of gov-
ernment and non-
profit agencies to
help develop needed
services and fill
the gaps in existing
services. A total
of $783,140 was a-
warded in FY88, in

federal and state
funds.
Funding priorities

are established by
the Aging Advisory
Council and the
SRDC, based on needs
assessments conduct-

ed  throughout the

Region., If you are
interested in seek-
ing Older Americans
Act funds to expand
or develop a ser-
vice, contact Maddy
Forsberg, Aging Pro-
gram Manager at the
SRDC office.

Management
(9%) $33,524

MN Board on Aging

Tax Levy
(30%) $110,000

MN Dept. of Transportation
(7%) $25,000

Interest/Miscellaneous

(3%) $11,000

MN Board on Aging
(26%) $96,000

Parks

(1%) $3,407

MN Dept.

of Transportation
(8%) $29,412

Legislative
(2%) $9,622

Technical Assistance
113%) $47,791

DIRECT SERVICE GRANTS

AWARDED DURING FISCAL YEAR 1988

FUNDED JULY 1, 1988

Legal and Paralegal Service ...... $ 20,000

WESCAP . TransSportation: : e e oo
Murray County Transportation .....
Pipestone County Transportation ..
Murray Co. Coordinator on Aging ..

Mountain Lake Multipurpose

SenilomrtiCe nt e e o e firatatantralate
Marshall Area Senior Center ......
Wabasso Community Center ..ecceeee
Murrays County HOSPICE ts eie v apiss ssoisis e
Nobles Co. Coordinator on Aging ..

39,500
3,864
5,365
6,589

25,000
25,000
25,000
20,455
24,390

Lincoln, Lyon, Murray and Pipe-

stone Community Health Services .

Redwood Area Organizational

AQVOCACTMS CEVAICES' | s farsiass! salelslars, sio/oie
AaEsNand ATInoes S TUUNRE St W
Tracy Multipurpose Senior Center .

FUNDED JANUARY 1, 1988

22,988

21,004
105217
15,000

WESCAP (Congregate) Federal ...... $294,469

WESCAP (Congregate) State...eceese
WESCAP (Home Delivered) Federal ..
WESCAP OmbudSman .. .«.sesisisess s Ests
Peer Counseling Services .eeeeseses

98,085
78,351
:3k5140
16,723

D ———
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'ECONOMlC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
" Denprovements 704 %W

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

Since the early 1980's the SRDC has seen
the need to become a proactive participant
in economic . development. Through a united
effort the region has been designated an
Economic ° Development District by the
Economic Development Administration (EDA) a
federal government unit. This designation
has allowed the SRDC to apply for an annual
planning grant to assist in the region's
economic development efforts. For four
_years the region has worked intensively
.with .the EDA and our region's Overall
- Economic Development Program.

: Federai guidelines have been established to

help ‘identify counties throughout the
country which could be <classified as
"distressed" counties. As the EDA make

their determination those counties, once
classified distressed, become eligible to
apply - for a variety of grant and loan
programs through the Economic Development
Administration. In our nine county region
there are five distressed counties desig-

nated, they are: Lincoln, Lyon, Murray,
Jackson and Cottonwood.
- Over the past year the SRDC has been

involved in three EDA Public Works applica-
tions, The City of Jackson was the first
~in the region to apply under the EDA Public
Works Program. ~ When Cuddy Farms announced

- their expansion to Jackson there was a need

for a sewer and water extension to the
project. An application was submitted to
EDA in the amount of $187,200 - total cost
“would be $312,000 and the difference to be
funded = locally. Although denied the
project has been completed and Cuddy Farms
- operating. The City is still looking to

$ receive compensation for the project from

' the program through an appeal process.

- Another project which may hinge on EDA
Public Works funding is in- the City of
- Worthington where the Swift Independent
Packing Company -announced their expansion
‘and the creation of 444 new jobs. A multi-
‘million dollar expansion with the need for
“additional sewage lagoon capacity and water
system improvements. The public facilities
.. total project cost. was $2,995,000. The
‘application to EDA was in the amount of
$700,000 (which.was the most allowed). The
City .will also use tax increment financing,
‘a state grant, and funds from the City
~Water and Light Commission. The City is
waiting for EDA approval for the project.

A third EDA Public Works Application was
submitted by the City of Cottonwood. The
City needs to make water storage improve-
ments - to increase capacity primarily for
fire protection purposes. This project was

. initiated when Mid Continent Cabinetry
1vannounced possible plans for expanding
their - Cottonwood operatlons. An applica-

‘tion package was ‘put together including

$180, 000 from EDA and the remaining from

.state and. local resources. If approved,
‘the expansion will create an additional 40

- new jobs for the City of Cottonwood and the
*suffounding,area.-l'

v Although “being . designated distressed
 iind1cates a | state of trouble for our
.. southwestern counties, it's encouraging to
e'know that. there are projects developing and

- the opportunltles for obtaining assistance
. through prozram 11ke the EDA

Mid Continent Cabinetry Plant located in Cottonwood,

Minnesota.

This plant currently employees 87 people

and with the possible expansion program will create an
additional 40 employees

ECONOMIC DISTRESS

Economic distress is

a topic we as economic development and

community development staff have dealt with a great deal in recent

months.

obvious to those of us who live and work in southwest Minnesota,

we are
others outside the area.

having to prove the level of our regional distress to
In order to do this, a number of indi-

cators were considered including various agricultural data, labor
market statistics, population comparisons (1980 Dicennial Census

and

1987 State Demographer's estimates),

welfare statistics.

) ¢

¥
x
%
»*
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The facts, among many more have as31sted us in developlng a report

. Unemployment

. Over the period of 1981 through 1986, a sharp decline in farm

land values is seen. As land values declined a number of
affects were felt. Among them were a decline in the farmer's
borrowing capability (due to the loss of collateral capa-
city); a decrease in the assessed value of farmland resulting
in declining property tax revenues collectible by county,
city and state governments; and fewer dollars circulating in
the local economy.

Between 1980 and 1986, the number of Minnesota farms de-
creased from 104,000 to 93,000, a loss of 11,000 farms or
10.6%. At the same time, the average farm size has decreased
from 295 to 323 acres or about 9.5%.

In the southwest region cash receipts of farmers declined by
$298,364 from 1983 to 1984.

Although production of soybeans in Minmesota has increased
between 1982 and 1986 the farm value of production has
decreased by $206,681,000.

‘Between 1982 and 1986 production of corn has decreased by

3.7% while the farm value of production has decreased by
48. 770. i

The declining economies of farming and small business has
lead to the loss of jobs and therefore people in the region.
A recent Department of Jobs and Training states "...farming
was at the root of this, like toppling dominos, other indus-
tries fell with it. As poor farm prices and high debts
forced many independents out of farming, farms were consol-
idated and much cropland was idled, lessening the demand for
farm hired hands, seed, fertilizer, pesticides, and related
services. Decreased farm income meant fewer dollars spent at
the region's retailers which crippled small business."

Southwest Minnesota has lost a total of 5,821 people between
1980 and 1987 (4.24%), Changes ranged from a loss of 9.16%
in Cottonwood County to a gain of 1.37% in Lyon County (the
only one experiencing a gain). The average loss was 5.66%
for the eight counties losing population.

rates continue to run below the state and
national rates in southwest Minnesota. This is due primarily
to the decline in population and the 1ncrea31ngly elderly
population.

27.6% of banks closed by regulators in Minnesota have been
located in southwest Minnesota (2 each in Rock, Nobles and
Redwood Counties and 1 each in Jackson and Murray Counties).
It is evident that 8 of the 10 closed banks were closed as a
direct result of the agriculture crisis.

The number of welfare recipients continue to increase in each
county, an average increase of 35% is seen since 1980.

Although the effects of the agriculture crisis seem very:

bank closings, and.




Drilling Rig at Jackson Well Site

—= 400 linear feet

Progress to Date:

JACKSON

of water
main installed, well dug,
pump installed, tested
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Juckson rnd Roand Lake

Work began in FY 1988 on two major infrastructure improvement pro-—
jects within the Region. The City of Jackson dug a new well to

‘replace a contaminated water supply and was assisted through

funding from the Minnesota Department of Trade and Economic
Development's Small Cities Development Program. At approximately
the same time, the City of Round Lake began work on a wastewater
treatment facility in order to meet State Clean Water Standards.
Supplemental funding is being provided by the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency, Small Cities Development Program and the Farmers
Home Administration. Both projects have been major endeavors for
each City and entail large expenditures of local funds, time and
effort. The SRDC prepared applications for supplemental funding
for both projects. Staff at the SRDC is also involved in the
administration of the funds for each City.

Dike partially complete.
—— 10 Requests for Funds
made
—— 90% complete *

| The SRDC has been actively involved in assisting regional commun-
ities prepare for the participate in the Minnesota Community
Improvements Program (MCIP) in FY 1988. The MCIP was established
in 1983 to provide a forum and a process through which_citizens
can become more involved in community development both within and
across political boundaries. While cities usually serve as the
focal point, the true spirit of community recognizes that people
living in cities and those living in the rural areas outside of
cities are interdependent. They rely on each other for their
social and economic well-being.

- Patterned after successful programs in other Midwestern states,
MCIP stresses the cooperative involvement of people and government
in improving their communities. Backbone of the MCIP process is
the creativity and initiative of citizens, and the full use of
local and outside resources in conducting community analysis,
setting community goals, and in planning and carrying out programs
to achieve those goals. Through involvement in MCIP, citizens
have an opportunity to contribute ideas, develop and use leader-
ship capabilities, and support community improvement effort.

Excavation of Round Lake Pond Site

ROUND LAKE

—— 228,714 cubic yards of earth
excavated at pond site.

-- Lift station complete

-- 2,238 1linear feet of force-
main

-- 7,500' of piping installed

-- 18 Requests for Funds made

In October of 1987 the Annual MCIP Recognition Conference was held
in New Ulm. Among the communities given awards for their success-
ful participation in MCIP were Lakefield (lst place) and Fulda
(Honorable Mention). The SRDC is proud to have provided assis-

to SCDP tance to these communities in their efforts and look forward to
e ;szquests for Funds made to even more regionwide involvement in the future.

-— 657% complete *

* Estimated

SRDC ECONOMIC / COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Milford Gentz, Chairman ....ccses.. Jackson

Berdell BUSH ... ccctoiiinccascscess ROCK
| Woody Kramer ...eceececeseecesess.. Redwood

Ed QUif‘ing' ecsevecevdssncencsssse Cottonwood
Norman Madsen ,......c.s.vecsusesi: Linooln

Paul Mettling tesscsietaccsegeecanes Murray
SEs5an Bokke .. iicediieniiiaceiniiias, Lyon
Ronald Lawrence ...ivicvsesecceoenscses Nob]es
ROBETE SOh1agel ...c.vvoscvnsesiassses Lyon
Mario Skurdal seesessecscccsnsees P1pestone Caun y
 Jane Eberwein ceesscaccacascisncsncees Lyon Coun Y |
;M%ry-Magnus R TR IE PR e .

Fulda's Charlie Hopkins
Accepting award from Governor Perpich




~ SRDC'S AGING PROGRAM
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Legislative Long Term Care Forum

[.

Panel of Senator Durenberger, Senator
Vickerman, Representative Steensma and Marcy
Harris at a forum on Long Term Care

VARSI IS

In 1987, the Home Delivered Meals Program
furnished 59,629 meals to 908 people at an

average Title III federal cost of $1.02 per
meal

Marshall Home Delivered Meals. Pictured
above is Barb Hill, WESCAP Nutrition Pro-
gram's Nutritionist Assistant with Minnie
Schultz HDM Participant

RGPPSR ARSI RS RRS
Arts and Aging a Title III grant presented

over 50 programs in nursing homes and senior
centers in Region 8

Paula Brandes_'and - Shirley Mauch, The
Eclectic Company . K V) e S

,,,,,,,

The Ombudsman Program in 1987 visited and
served nursing home clients in Region 8

Annabel Greseth, Long”Term Care Ombudsman,
with Shirley J. Severson, Weiner Memorial
Home in Marshall

ARSI USRS RIS RA RIS RIS RGNS

In 1987, the Congregate Nutrition Program
furnished 225,816 meals to 8,888 people at
an average Title III federal cost of $1.07
per meal

Luverne Mealsite

RIS RIS R I RI RIS RIS R

Three Senior Center Grant Applications for
Title IIIB funds were approved in 1987

N\,

Marshall Senior Center in progress

N
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Working Weh rind Forn The Eldernty”

AGING PROGRAM SUMMARY

The Southwest Regional Development Commission's Aging Program saw
a year of many varied activities involving senior citizens and the
communities they live in.

One of the "fun" projects the Aging Program was involved in was
the grant awarded to the Southwest Minnesota Arts and Humanities
Council for the "Arts and Aging" Program. Performances and
workshops were held in senior centers and nursing homes throughout
the area, by a variety of artists from singing and oral histories
to workshops in poetry writing. There was a great  interest shown
by the local senior organizations in these cultural programs and
events,

As an agency, we try to be a helpful and visible organization to
both senior groups and provider organizations. We sponsored a bus
for Day on the Hill activity, a regional conference on aging,
involved both seniors and providers in legislative activities,
sponsored network meetings, held trainings on medicare problems,
met with all county boards and many service providers. We con-
tinue to visit the federally funded senior centers and nutrition
sites to strengthen program activities.

The Aging Program was successful in obtaining grants from the
Southwest Minnesota Initiative Fund. One grant, for $15,000
helped small senior centers not eligible for federal funds in
renovating, repairs, or purchasing needed equipment. The second
grant was for a senior needs and resources survey to document the
characteristics, living conditions and needs of southwest Minne-
sota's older population. We will be sharing this information with
all agencies that provide services to the elderly and organiza-
tions that represent the elderly.

The Aging Program Direct Service awards spent $479,934 in federal
funds for services to Older Americans during the calendar year
1987. These federal funds generated an additional $385,499 in
participant contributions, $177,115 in local match and $269,936
from other sources and served a total of 27,548 persons under the
various programs. This is not an unduplicated count as one
person may have utilized more than one service.

Agin
lllMinges%ta

- AGING
~ ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Mae AMbrose e.eeesescecececsssass Jackson County Rep..
Alda Mae Brewster ....scessss. Lyon Co. Rep., AARP
Everett Collin ..... Cottonwood Co. Rep., Chairman
Pat Doherty ..uccecccucssvsseaeses Nobles Co, Rep.
Martha Graham ci.iecevas®ea-aavives. Minority Rep,
Mildred Jensen J...sesnvsscisess Redwood Co. Rep.

. Clayton Ihlen .cccvseencenssnanacacanass SROC Rep,

Karen Magyar «eeeecencssscssncqesad Nobles Co. Rep.
John Maurer ..ii.sevsiasecies.avs Redwood Co. Rep.
Victor Miller (.iiseiiisineeacio,: Murnay Co, Rep,
Ray Nelson (i, 0iisseieviacuiia,... Rock Co, Rep.
Harvey Scholten (.i.ii.i.i.ea. .o Rock Co. Rep.
Mary Spranl ocoivvaceis ieiacaasi. . Murray Co, Rep.
Frank Swedzinski ..c.eececesssass Lincoln Co. Rep.
lone Tracy (....cesc.ccevveass Cottonwood Co. Rep,
Morris Vander Kolk .:.......... ﬁipestone Co. Rep.
Larry Clauson (ex-officio) seseeeceesess. MBA Rep.

fﬁorpthy“ngér;(ek-officib)';,.}\... Director, RSVP
gﬁelen Wegterpy(exdofficio} «o Nutrition Proj. Dir.

Ev Collin, Cottonwood County. SRDC's
Aging Program Advisory Council
Chairman

IT'S
‘ EVERYONE'S
FUTURE

SRDC AGING FILM LIBRARY

‘The SRDC's Aging Program has a list of Videos/Slides/Films available for use by agenciesvor organizations that

work for or with the elderly. These films are available at no cost. Call or write as far in advance to reserve
a film, ,

FILMS

The Best Kept Secret

Active People Over 60

A Visit With Harry Jefferson
Health In The Later Years

SLIDES/TAPE

Accidental Hypothermia

Over the Counter Drugs

Hiring Experience... It's Good Sense, Good
Business

You and Your Medications

It There an HMO in Your Future?

At Home With Energy

In Good Health With Energy

Eating For Your Health

The Heart of a Healthy Life

Treating Yourself With Care

Making Wise Decisions: Long Term Care and You

VIDEOS

Promising Aging Special

People in Need of People: Fact or Fiction
The Elderly: "Pills and Problems"

Elderly Abuse

SLIDES (with script)
Basic Exercises for People Over Sixty
Open Your Eyes to Driving Safely
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PRAIRIELAND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
"'Scbordinatled Financing For Business rnd Tndustry’’

PRAIRIELAND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

"Providing Subordinated Financing to healthy and expanding busi-
nesses in Southwest Minnesota"

What is PEDC?

Prairieland Economic Development Corporation is a not-for-profit
Minnesota Corporatiomy which is a cooperative effort between the
public and private sectors to provide SBA 504 program financing to
Southwest Minnesota. The Corporation was organized in 1983 with
the assistance of the Southwest Regional Development Commission.

The Program
The program offers subordinated mortgage financing to healthy and

expanding eligible small commercial and industrial business
concerns,. Incentives in the program include long term fixed rate

financing (10 and 20 years); low down payment; and reasonably

priced financing (generally 2% below local prime).

Amount Borrowed

Up to $500,000 of the eligible project can be borrowed. However,
the Prairieland portion of the project cannot exceed 40 percent of
the project cost. The minimum Prairieland debenture is $50,000
and loans will be denominated in $1,000 increments.,

The Financing Package
The financing package is a combination of two loans involving
Prairieland and a participating lending institution. The typical

structure of a loan, while somewhat flexible is:
50% Participating lending institution (of applicant's

choice) at a negotiated term and rate

40% Prairieland Debenture, guaranteed by SBA, at a fixed
: rate for 10 and 20 year term
10% Business equity injection (NOTE: Business start-ups

require 20-30% equity injection)

County Market in Marshall,

cing

MN was
financed in part by SBA 504 finan-

using Prairieland Economic

Development Corporation

 PEDC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Marnie Will, Chairman .............. Nobles County
Dennis Roning «.ivwessssinsscnnesnssas Rock County
. Ralph Bonnell v.eeeescessssseesesss Jackson County
YBCANE .. .ii.aiianseninsvansssenn Pibestone County
Brad Oeltjenbruns ..ccececessessssess Murray County
Glen JenSen ceeessescesssssessess Cottonwood County
Al SchUItes sisecascencancareassass Redwood County
Bob REIEEr siiiieiiesinssioonieuinss Lyon County
Harlen Gi1bertson c.eceeeessssseses Lincoln County

TEAMWORK IN ACTION
SZDE Program Tntonaction

The SRDC continues to work in many program areas to provide
assistance and work as an intermediary between both the 1local
private and public sector, and the state and federal government.
The following are synopses of major SRDC program areas.

The Aging Program does not provide direct services, rather, the
role of the program is to plan, coordinate and advocate for the
development of a system of services that will meet the needs of
older persons. Through Title III Older Americans Act funds grants
are given to non-profits and local units of government to fill in
gaps.
explore and assess the needs of the agency and to assist in
expanding or developing programs.

Community Development addresses the issues facing communities such
as health, safety and well-being of the general public. Primarily
those areas which deal directly with public facilities and infra-
structure.

The Economic Development Program focuses primarily on working
one-to-one with businesses, both new and existing, and commun-
ities to attract new development and retain the current employment
and population,

Physical Development encompasses three program areas:
Environmental - which provides technical assistance on issues such

as solid waste, land use, and natural resources; Parks and
Recreation - provides technical assistance and works as an
intermediary between the park grant funding source and the

applicant; and Transportation - acts as an advocate for southwest
Minnesota and communicates the needs of the area to the State
Department of Transportation.

The SRDC programs cooperate internally and with local, state and
federal government and private non-profit organizations to main-
tain and enhance the quality of life in southwest Minnesota.
Cooperation is very important, because although each program
operates independently, there is a constant exchange of ideas and
information among each of them.

The Area Agency is available to communities and agencies to:

Over the past year,

(<)

examples of program

cooperation include:

*

Community/Economic/Transportation/

Aging. Coordinate groups with the
Minnesota Community Improvements

Program to act in cooperation to
improve and preserve their surround-
ings.

Community/Economic/Environmental
provided information cooperatively to
complete the Economic Development
Administrations's public works appli-
cations for the Cities of Jackson,
Worthington, and Cottonwood.

Aging/Community/Economic began
discussing the potential need for
working together to address issues

facing the increasing aging population
and the effects of economic develop-
ment in our communities.

Transportation/Aging. Transportation
Provider Survey - The survey identi-
fies public and private transportation
providers in the Region.

Transportation/Economic. Market

Artery Survey - The survey identified
several locations in the region where
economic growth has occurred since the
1980 Census.

Transportation/Community. Township

Fire Protection and Ambulance Costs
Survey indicates costs to townships
for services.

Transportation/Community/Economic

Spring Weight Restrictions - Restric—.
tions affect commodity travel.
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: “Logiotative Initiatives To Meet Regisnal Challenges”

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

The 1988 Legislative Initiative of the Southwest Regional Develop-
ment Commission was prepared by the Legislative Committee of the
Commission and approved in January of 1988. The twenty-seven (27)
legislative recommendations were considered to be the top prior-
ities of the region and represent region-wide, non-partisan
concerns of the Commission.

During the course of the Minnesota legislative session as well as
Congress, Commissioners of the Southwest Regional Development
Commission met and continue to meet with legislators and congress-
ional delegations to discuss legislative priorities. The result
is legislation which is generally supportive of the area of
Southwest Minnesota.

Of the twenty-seven (27) legislative recommendations, fourteen
(14) or 51 Percent 'were either partially successful or fully
.successful. This success rate is good, but it could not have been
accomplished without the hard work of the SRDC Legislative Commit-
tee and Commission members and the full cooperation of the area
legislators. The courtesy and interest extended to the Southwest
Regional Development Commission by area Ilegislators was very
helpful in the implementation of the legislative effort. The SRDC
greatly appreciates this cooperation and hopes to continue to
build on this partnership in the future.

The following chart indicates the successful results of the
twenty-seven (27) legislative recommendatiomns.

LEGISLATIVE BOX SCORE
Topic ~ a - vlmg€ ¢ Action'
--,Decreasefﬁbrker's‘-eoﬁpensatibh h Partially Successful

Ecanomic Development a551stance - Partlally successful_
for rural communitles o '
Development of the tourism ~ Partially Successful
potentlal o ..

Revise the Greater Minnesota i?e55;eﬁﬁffi;iijTSﬁﬁéééSfﬁie
,Corporation Act of 1987 . .

Phased transfer of motor vehicle ‘Q  Partially Successful
excise tax ftom the general fund = .

to road user fund for more public .

transit for the elderly .

_Repeal of nursing home beds i i partially Suceessfui
areas of demonstrated need ; :

Expansion of service to assist Successful
family members and other 1nformal -
caregivers A

Re-establish the full funding of Successful
the homeowners/renters tax credit '

iConsolldate existing and proposed Successful
catagorical grant programs for
rural revitalization

Small park project acquisition Partially Successful
and construction programs

Local.water‘management planning ’ Partially'Sﬁccessfulg
Local unifs of governﬁent to use Partially Successful
funds from the sale of general : o

obligation bonds for road and
bridge construction

- Adjust fuel tax '  Partially Successful

bonding program : -

SRDC LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

‘7J1m M}ller, Chalrman cisenaien Cottonwood County
Canl Hauschfld .. Lintein County
5fBerde11 Bush cecesessecssessenssssanss Rock County
_Milford Gentz ......................Jackson County
"Woody Kramer CEieei i uesrveaniciinn Redwood County
Al Gruis secvescsevesssassssssnssnss Nobles County_
John Wreath iicsicciiisacressneavesvoss Lyon County
Jackie ZETE (i iiisotsienvserccnsconys Lyon County
.‘Clayton lhien sssersensvess Aging Advisory Council
_Eloise HauschIId essesvesasabessssas Lincoln County
Mary Magnus falsuseaicebsnasasvacass Murray County
Ron Lawrence o A e Nobles County

Gary Graham and Loren Carlson dis-
cuss the legislative program with
Governor Perpich

State Senator Gary DeCramer and
State Representative Ted Winter dis-
cuss legislative priorities with
SRDC Commissioners in Luverne

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
STATE LEGISLATORS
REPRESENTING REGION 8

SENATORS

Senator David J. Frederickson, Murdock --- District 20
Senator Dennis R. Frederickson, Morgan --- District 23
Senator Gary DeCramer, Chent ==--====----- District 27
Senator Jim Vickerman, Tracy =-----------= District 28

REPRESENTAT I VES

Representative Howard Miller, Redwood Falls—Dist. 20B

Representative Terry Dempsey, New Ulm --- District 23A
Representative Norm DeBlieck, Milroy ---- District 27A
Representative Andy Stensma, Luverne ---- District 27B
Representative Ted Winter, Fulda -------- District 28A

Representative Katy Olson, Sherburn =---=- District 28B '
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SRDC TRANSPORTATION

COMMITTEE

Loren Carison, Chairman .ceeeceeese Jackson County;j
Jim Miller soeeoevencervecencsne Cottonwood County
Darold Neperman soceossccsocsscssnss Redwood Countyf
Robert Feeken ..oeoscsosessccascsess Nobles County |
W0Ody Kramer v..eeeeeeessesssesssss Redwood County
Paul Mettling R Murray County
Merten Petersen ......ceessssssssaaees Rock County
Ed Parddis saeiaetisvaissciedacssiasi Lyon County
Joseph Stepanek «..cesssessesssss Pipestone County
Carl Hauschild ..c.icceecceicccsv.s Lincoln County
Ed Quiring ............,........ Cottonwood County
Ro11in Havaes o veaivavisoicensesvas Mirray County
Ronald Lawrence .s.esesecsaseacsessss Nobles County
Eloise Hauschild isecveaeevscssnae. Lincoln County
Robert Schlagel ceeeececsssacasssnsavs Lyon County
Marlo SKUPdal .cessscsavsnsassnss Pipestone County

ELDERLY HANDICAP TRANSIT GRANTS

One grant application was submitted this
year for Section 16(b)(2) federal transit
funding (Crippled Childrens/Lakeview
School). Notification of grant funding
- will be later this year. Two of the three
1987 grant applicants (Murray County DAC
and CCSI/ "Lakeview) were notified their
grants were approved and are anticipating
arrival of their vehicles.

KEY:

R [ )} 1988

st Spring Weight
7t Restrictions
e in Region 8

Maximum Load/Axle

Both the Regibn and Counties contacted the

Mn/DOT concerning proposed 1988 spring
weight restrictions. Major changes from
the proposed restrictions to the final

restrictions are as follows: 9 ton to 10
ton - Hwy. 59/30 from Slayton to Pete's
Corner; 7 ton to 9 ton - Hwy. 19 from
Ivanhoe to SD border; 7 ton to 9 ton - Hwy.
271 from Hwy. 19 to North of Hendricks; 7
ton to 9 ton - Hwy. 68 from Marshall to
Canby; 7 ton to 9 ton Hwy. 71 from Hwy. 14
to Redwood Falls; 7 ton to 9 ton Hwy. 67
from Hwy. 68 to Redwood Falls.

TRANSPOR1ATION SUMMARY

The Southwest Regional Development Commission continued its

~ coordination with the Minnesota Department of Transportation in

planning and development of a comprehensive transportation system.
The SRDC Transportation Committee met on eight occasions during
the year. Major topics of discussion included the Market Artery
Study, the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad abandonment process,
Burlington Northern's Certificate of Transportation Program, the
Highway Funding Bill, Candidate projects for Mn/DOT Districts 7 &
8 - 1990 resurfacing and 1991 reconditioning, Transit Provider
Survey, and Spring Weight Restrictions. The Committee also met
with Mn/DOT Districts 7 & 8 Engineers to discuss future road
improvements in the Region. The Region will continue analysis and
updating data in the Transit Provider Survey.

.
HIGHWAY MARKET ARTERIES STUDY

In 1986, new market artery legislation was passed. The new
legislation is designed to eliminate seasonal axle weight restric-
tions on state highways that serve as primary commercial truck
routes. The legislation states that a market artery is a trunk
highway or segment thereof that: 1) connects significant centers;
2) connects highways described in; 3) provides access to a trans-
portation terminal; or 4) provides temporary service to a shipping
or receiving point on a market artery.

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT) has been in the
process of determining significant centers and generators of major

truck traffic (truck terminals). Mn/DOT was using 1980 Census

data to determine significant centers and requested the Regional

Development Commissions for updated data.

In January 1988, the SRDC conducted a Market Artery Survey. The
mayors of the 81 cities in the Region were requested to provide
data concerning retail sales, wholesale sales, and number of
employees and truck traffic generated of employers in or near
their city. There was a 25% return on the surveys. Due to the
confidential nature of the data, only city totals were provided to
Mn/DOT. Mn/DOT used the data to determine if they had omitted any
significant centers and truck traffic generators. The truck
volume data assisted Mn/DOT in determining commercial access
routes which will connect to the market artery system.

During FY1989, the SRDC will provide further comment on the
determination of Market Artery Routes (10 ton year round), Com-—
mercial Access Routes (high risk 10 ton year round), and Local and
Regional Routes (seasonal tonage determined by road testing data).

ARAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAARAAAAAAAAAAAAA
1987 TRANSPORTATION PROVIDER SURVEY

The SRDC completed a Regional Transportation Provider Survey. The
survey was conducted in order to inventory present transportation
providers and identify areas where transit service may be lacking.
One goal of the SRDC is to enhance the coordination of tramsit
services to the transit dependent.

A survey questionnaire was sent to all paratransit ‘providers
identified in a 1981 SRDC/Area Agency on Aging survey; nursing
homes in the region; county veteran service officers; county
agencies; and private transit providers, The survey return was
50%. In an effort to obtain more complete data the remainder of
the transit providers or potential providers were contacted by

_SRDC staff by telephone or by the Mn/DOT Office of Tramsit through

personal interviews.

The survey identified transit providers in the region from both
the public and private sectors. .The data was separated into three
general areas: Transit Providers (public and private for general
public and/or special populations); Emergency Transportation
Service (EMS and First Responder); and School District Transpor-
tation.

The SRDC will analyze the data to assist in determining. transit
needs for the Region's residents.
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PARKS AND RECREATION
“Orounduwork T Progress’’

PARKS AND RECREATION SUMMARY

The SRDC Parks and Recreation Committee continued involvement with enhancement of Parks and Recreation in Region
8. The Committee has been working on encouraging legislation for small park grants. Monitoring legislation and
speaking with legislators, keeping contact with state agencies, assisting local units of government with grant
applications, and coordination of park grant applicant site tours were activities conducted under the Parks and

Recreation Work Program during Fiscal Year 1988.

SRDC PARKS AND RECREATION

COMMITTEE
v ~ . . Tracy,
Loren Carlson, Chairman ....see.sses Jackson County
Susan Bakke ,..csscscsscuscusissnccnas LyoOn County
Leland-Priebe .cceseassssscasessessss Murray County approved.

grant monies,

MOrten POtersen .. o.uceivesesicasissns Rock County
ROTANd WFaY «.vecvsssacsevesassnsss Jackson County
James Derickson .ecesscesssesssss Cottonwood County
Eloise Hauschild ..c.ceueseesesesnss Lincoln County
ROY SYVErson, Jlus.ceessssseesassss Redwood County
Robert FEeken ...cisecasessssevnsss. Nobles County

L

ENVIRONMENTAL / LAND USE
“rssisting Loecal Unite Of Governnment'

ROCK COUNTY ZONING UPDATE

Rock County contracted with the SRDC complete an update to the
Rock County Zoning Ordinance. The update included updating
definitions, incorporating floodplain management language accord-
ing to specifications of the Federal Emergency Management Agency
and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, adding language
to provide orderly installation of Essential Public Utilities,
adding language to provide for orderly annexation, and amending
sections pertaining to signing. The update awaits public hearing
and County Board approval during SRDC FY1989.

SOUTHWEST SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE

The counties of Jackson, Lincoln, Lyon, Murray, Nobles, Pipestone,
and Rock entered into a joint powers agreement in 1986 in order to
develop mandated county solid waste plans. Progress of the county
plans is nearing completion. The plans have been submitted to the
Waste Management Board for comment and later will be sent for
approval. The plans include options that would reduce the volume
of waste flow entering landfills. Such options include recycling,
composting, yard waste composting, incineration, and public
education waste reduction.

At present, the task force is examining the possibility of inter-
ested counties in southwest Minnesota hiring a Solid Waste Coor-
.dinator. The proposed coordinator would work to enhance existing
recycling efforts and assist in the implementation of additional
programs.,

TOWNSHIP FIRE PROTECTION

AND AMBULANCE COSTS SURVEY

In response to several townships, the Southwest Regional Develop-
ment Commission conducted a survey of the Region's 163 townships
to determine fire protection and ambulance service providers and

costs. The Region has conducted this survey every four years
since 1976. The township's response to the survey was excep-
tional; 123 (75%) townships responded and 108 (66%) indicated they

wanted a copy of the analysis and results.

Two of the ten units of governments,
were notified that their 1988 Preliminary Grant Applica-
tions for funding from Land and Water Conservation (LAWCON) and
the Legislative Lommission on Minnesota Resources

OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANTS

the Cities of Chandler and

(LCMR) were

Both Chandler and Tracy applied for Athletic Facilities
The 1989 grant cycle began late this year and grant
pre—-applications will not be due until the SRDC FY 1989.

AAAAAARAARAAAARAAAAAAAARANANRAARAAANRAANRANNAN

ENVIRONMENTAL / LAND USE SUMMARY

During the 1988 Fiscal Year, the SRDC
continued its Environmental and Land Use
Program. The Committee met three times at
which major topics of discussion included
Solid Waste Management Issues, County Water
Plans, Comprehensive Waste Reduction Bidd;
Proposed Zoning and Planning Bill changes,
and a Regional Recycling Workshop. Rock
County contracted the SRDC to prepare a
zoning wupdate and contract negotiations
began for segments of the County Water
Plans. The SRDC shall continue its in-
volvement with local units of government in
the Region to assure environmentally sound
development.

7

ENVIRONMENTAL / LAND USE'

i COMMITTEE
. 7 ‘
Carl Hauschild, Chairman ......... Lincoln County
Jim Veenhuis scivicvrescacesanssnees Murray County

Paul Mettling .....................; Murray County

LNorman Madsen sssssesscocccccvvanes Lincoln County
. 1ayton*1h1en Ceiissibainnnenrany Pipestone County
James Derickson sseosececcccnses Cottonwood County
bner Brandt seeesssecnsecscsescans Jackson Gounty

vStepahekf;...,;.............. Pipestone County

AREA PARK MANAGERS MEET

The SRDC has given technical assistance to
interested park managers in the region by
providing the opportunity to meet and
exchange ideas and discuss common problems.
The Area Park Managers Organization met
several times. Activities they have been
involved with include a tour of several
regional parks, meetings with persons
knowledgeable in playground safety and
pesticide use, the joint purchasing of
supplies, arranging for gemeral grounds and
Turf and Ornamental tests, and a Lawn Mower
Display Day. ;
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TRAVEL SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA
i "4 Great Time Wehout ’6’6925(("

TRAVEL SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA

For more than a year now a group of people from the southwest
corner of the state have been working intensively on promoting
tourism in the area. The group has come to be known as '"Travel
Southwest Minnesota, Inc.," a non-profit corporation made up of
representatives from each of the nine counties involved. A great
deal of enthusiasm and hard work has gone into their first endea-
vor, a map/brochure depicting locations of the many attractions,
sites and events in southwest Minnesota.

With the assistance of MN Office on Tourism Joint Venture Funds,
the map/brochure is set to be printed yet this summer. Distribu-
tion of the Travel Southwest Minnesota map/brochure is likely to
begin in August in a number of locations throughout the region.
Racks are currently being assembled to place at strategic regional
locations which will not only display the Travel Southwest Minne-
sota publication but also maps and brochures from throughout the
nine counties. A network of the Retired Senior Volunteer Program
will make sure the racks are kept will stocked and maintained.

Inc.'s
created by Robert Gervais
of Currie, MN

Travel Southwest Minnesota,
Pelican,

A

The Travel Southwest Minnesota, Inc. board meets on the first
Thursday of each month with various committees meeting in the
interim to complete tasks that arise. Excellent participation by
each county has added to the groups success and continuing sup-
port.

TRAVEL SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA, INC.
ACTIVITIES OF FY 1988

- Selection of officers

The Southwest Regional Development Commission is proud to have __
been a catalyst in the organizational phases of Travel Southwest
Minnesota, Inc. The group has demonstrated the ability to work __
cooperatively and independently in a positive manner. Both
organizations have similar goals in the area of tourism promotion __
in the region but the separation of Travel Southwest Minnesota,

Inc. from the SRDC is inevitable and even desirable in order for __
both to proceed and grow in their capacities. It is the hope of

the SRDC to maintain a close relationship with Travel Southwest
Minnesota, Inc. in the area of technical assistance in order to __
further the common goal of tourism promotion in southwest Minne-
sota.

Adoption of by-laws
Became a non-profit corporation
Received Joint Venture Grant Funds

Accumulated information on each
county's attractions

Prepared a draft of map/brochure to be
used by artist

- Collected brochures
the region

from throughout

—— Worked to establish a regionwide
distribution network for all brochures

TRAVEL SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA, INC.

- BOARD MEMBERS v ' ' -- Obtained distribution racks to be
, - - ' , . placed throughout the region

.

Y .

Jackson County
Gordon Olson
Phyl1lis Nauerth
Milford Gentz

Lﬁh&hﬁéqaw ; -- Met on a monthly basis
~ Paul Olson
Betty Popkes
Jay Gilchrist

Cottonwood County
David Thompson
Gay Anderson
F.A. "Jin" Miller

~

Lyon County
Linda Erb

! Sandy Fultz

Ralph Larson

» Pipestone County

Jim Cummings
Mick Myers
Melvin DeBoer

Murray County

Louise Gervais
- Vernon Buckles
Paul Mettling

Redwood County

' Mark Machart

Allen Nelson
Joan Miska

OFF I CERS :

Nobles County
Jerry Braun

Doug Christoffer

Alan Swanson

Rock County
Charles Braa

~ Norma DeJongh
R.W. Keitel

Chairperson: Linda Erb
Vice-Chairperson: David Thompson
Secretary-Treasurery = Gordon Olson

Travel Southwest Minnesota, Inc.

Distribution Rack






