


















TRANSPORTATION 

SRDC TRANSPORTATlqN 

COMMITTEE 

Loren Carlson,. Chairman ••• ••••••• Jack$on Co~nty ' 
Jim Mi 11 er •••• • ••• • ... • • •. •., •••• , Cottonwood County 

• Daro ld Neperman ••••••• ~. ~............ Redwood County 
Robert F~eken ... ....... .- ••• .• '! ........ : • • Nobles· Coun~y, • 
Woody Kramer ................ ; ......... ._._'Redwood· County< 
Paul .Mettling ............... ; .• ~; .............. M~r ray County 
Merten Petersen ........................ .......... .... Rock County 
Ed Paradis - ...................... ; ••• •• ~( .. ,.~; Lypn Courtty . 

. Joseph Stepanek ....................... .-~ Pipestone County 
Carl Hauschild ....................... Lincoln County 
Ed Quiring .. ............ , ... ~.... Cottonwood co·unty 
Rollin Hayne·s • ~·••.: ...... • • ..... ~· ...... Murray Cou.nty 
Ronald Lawrence ....................... Nobles County 
Eloise Hauschild ................... Lincoln County 
Robert Sch 1 age 1 .. .. • .. .. • .. • • .. • .. • • • • .. .. • • • • Lyon Coun.ty 
Marlo Skurd.al ................... ...... Pipestone County 

E LDERL V HANDICAP TRANSIT GRANTS 

One grant application was . submitted this 
year for Section 16 (b) (2) federal transit 
funding .(Crippled Childrens/Lakeview 
School). Notification of grant funding 
will be later this year .. Two of the three 
1987 grant applicants (Murray County DAC 
and CCSI/ Lakeview) were notified their 
grants were approved and are anticipating 
arrival of their vehicles .. 
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TRANSPORlATION SUMMARY 

The Southwest Regional Development Commission continued its 
coordination with the Minnesota Department of Transportation in 
planning and development of a comprehensive transportation system. 
The SRDC Transportation Committee met on eight occasions during 
the ·year. Maj or topics of discussion included the Market Artery 
Study, the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad abandonment process, 
Burlington Northe·rn' s Certificate of Transportation Program, the 
Highway Funding Bill, Candidate projects for Mn/DOT Dis~ricts 7 & 
8 - 1990 resurfacing and 1991 reconditioning, Transit Provider 
Survey, and Spring Weight Restrictions. The Committee also met 
with Mn/DOT Districts 7 & 8 Engineers to discuss future road 
improvements in the Region. The Region will continue analysis and 
updating data in the Transit Provider Survey .. 

HIGHWAY MARKET ARTERIES STUDY 

In 1986, new market artery legislation was passed. The new 
legislation is designed to eliminate seasonal axle weight restric­
tions on state highways that serve as primary commercial truck 
routes.. The legislation states that a market artery is a trunk 
highway or segment thereof that: 1) connects significant centers; 
2) connects highways described in; 3) provides access to a trans­
portation terminal; or 4) provides temporary service to a shipping 
or receiving point on a market artery. 

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT) has been in the 
process of determining significant centers and generators of major 
truck traffic (truck terminals). Mn/DOT was using 1980 Census 
data to determine significant centers and requested the Regional 
Development Commissions for updated data. 

In January 1988, the SRDC conducted a Market Artery Survey. The 
mayors of the 81 cities in the Region were requested to provide 
data concerning retail sales, wholesale sales, and number of 
employees and truck traffic generated of employers in or near 
their city. There was a 25% return on the surveys. Due to the 
confidential nature of the data, only city totals were provided to 
Mn/DOT .. Mn/DOT used the data to determine if they had omitted any 
significant centers and truck traffic generators. The truck 
volume data assisted Mn/DOT in determining commercial access 
routes which will connect to the market artery system .. 

During FY1989, the SRDC will provide further comment on the 
determination of Market Artery Routes ( 10 ton year round), Com­
mercial Access Routes (high risk 10 ton year round), and Local and 
Regional Routes (sea~onal tonage determined by road testing data) .. 

1987 TRANSPORTATION PROVIDER SURVEY 

The SRDC completed a Regional Transportation Provider Survey. The 
survey was conducted in order to inventory present transportation 
providers and identify areas where transit service may be lacking. 
One goal of the SRDC is to enhance the coordination of transit 
services to the transit dependent. 

A survey questionnaire was sent to all paratransit providers 
identified in a 1981 SRDC/Area Agency on Aging survey; nursing 
homes in the region; county veteran service officers; county 
agencies; and private transit providers. The survey return was 
50% .. In an effort to obtain more complete data the remainder of 

Both the Region and Counties contacted the the transit providers or potential providers were contacted by 
Mn/DOT concerning proposed 1988 spring . SRDC staff by telephone or by the Mn/DOT Office of Transit through 
weight restrictions.. Major changes from personal interviews .. 
the proposed restrictions to the final 
restrictions are as follows: 9 ton to 10 
ton - Hwy.. 5 9 / 30 from Slayton to Pete's 
Corner; 7 ton to 9 ton - Hwy. 1·9 from 
Ivanhoe to SD border; 7 ton to 9 ton - Hwy. 
271 from Hwy. 19 to North of Hendricks; 7 
ton· to 9 ton - Hwy. 68 from Marshall to 
Canby; 7 ton · to 9 ton Hwy. 71 from Hwy~- 14 
fo Redwood Falls; 7 ton to 9 ,to~ "ijwy. 6 7 
from Hwy. 68 to · Redwood Falls. 

The survey identified transit providers in the region from both 
the public and private sectors. The data was separated into three 
general areas: Transit Providers (public and private for general 
public and/or special populations); Emergency Transportation 
Service (EMS and First Responder); and School District Transpor~ 
tation. 

·The SRDC will analyze the data to assist .in de.terIJ.1in~ng . tr_ansit 
needs for the Region's residents. 
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. PARKS AND RECREATION SUMMARY 

The SRDC Parks and Recreation Committee continued ~nvolvement with enhancement of Parks and Recreation in Region 
8. The Committee has been working on encouraging legislatiori for small park grants. Monitoring legislation and 
.speaking with legislators, keeping contact with state agencies, assisting local units of government with grant 
applications, and coordination of park grant applicant site tours were activities conducted under the Parks and 
Recre~tion Work Program during Fiscal Year 1988. 

OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANTS 

Sus•an., Bakke . ................ . 
Leland~ P.ri ebe •••••••••••• 
Merten ~:i:!;t~c S·en •• ~. '.'. ~ ~ • ; • .. Re;)~~ , C6 
Rol,ancrw-;ay ..••. '· •• ~ .• ~·... ~,k~'.o~ c,9 

Two of the ten units of governments, · the Cities of Chandl~r and 
Tracy, were notified that their 1988 Preliminary Grant Applica­
tions for funding from Land and Water Conservation (LAWCON) • and 
the Legislative ..Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR) were 
approved. Both Chandler and Tracy applied for Athletic Facilities 
grant monies. The 1989 grant cycle began late this year and grant 
pre-applications will not be due until the SRDC FY 1989. 

James Derickson • • • • • ..... .. nwgod Co 

El oi se .• Ha1,1schi 1 d .... :.:\ .. J1~91n.·~p 
Roy Syver$on, Jr •.• ~. i 'd\'Yo.o~i Co. 
Robert Feeken 

ENVIRONMENTAL / LAND USE 
,~ LO-eat Uu4 fJ/ ~,, 

ROCK COUNTY ZONING UPDATE 

Rock County contr?.cted with the SRDC complete an update to the 
Rock County Zoning Ordinance. The update included updating 
definitions, incorporating floodplain management language accord­
ing to specifications of the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, adding language 
to provide orderly installation of Essential Public Utilities, 
adding language to provide for orderly annexation, and amending 
sections pertaining to signing. The update awaits public hearing 
and County Board approval during SRDC FY1989. 

SOUTHWEST SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE 

The counties of Jackson, Lincoln, Lyon, Murray, Nobles, Pipestone, 
and Rock entered into a joint powers agreement in 1986 in order to 
develop mandated county solid waste plans. Progress of the county 
plans is nearing completion. The plans have been submitted to the 
Waste Management Board for connnent and later will be sent for 
approval. The plans include options that would reduce the volume 
of waste flow entering landfills. Such options include recycling, 
composting, yard waste composting, incineration, and public 
education waste reduction . 

. At present, the task force is examining the possibility of ~nter­
ested counties in southwest Minnesota hiring a Solid Waste Coor­

_dinator. The proposed coordinator would work to enhance existing 
recycling efforts and assist in the implementation of additional 
programs. 

TOWNSHIP FIRE PROTECTION 

AND AMBULANCE COSTS SURVEY 

In response to several townships, the Southwest Regional Develop­
ment Commission conducted a survey of the Region's 163 townships 
to det~rmine fire protection and ambulance service providers and 
costs. The Region has conducted this survey every four years 
since 1976. The township's response to the survey was excep­
tional; 123 (75%) townships responded and 108 (66%) indicated they 

-wanted a · copy of the analysis and results. 

ENVIRONMENTAL/ LAND USE SUMMARY 

During the 1988 Fiscal Year, the SRDC 
continued its Environmental and Land Use 
Program. The Committee met three times at 
which major topics of discussion included 
Solid Waste Management Issues, County Water 
Plans, Comprehensive Waste Reduction Bill, 
Proposed Zoning and Planning Bill changes, 
and a Regional Recycling Workshop. Rock 
County contracted the SRDC to prepare a 
zoning update and contract negotiations 
began for segments of the County Water 
Plans. The SRDC shall continue its in­
volvement with local units of government in 
the Region to assure environmentally sound 
development. 
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COMMITTEE 

irman ••·•••••• t::i'ncoln County 

••. "" .. ~ • ay County 
••~~•••••• ~fay County 
.. i .. ... • ... ~- • •·· n :county 
•• ~ .••• •• ;· • •• • e County 

•• • •• ••· County· 

.. • • n~ounty 

•• . .· ~$ County 
... ::i-~·· Pip~;;to~e County 

; , • ··• · ,, ock ':co~nty 
qd County .. 

l~s ~~unty· 
on,: Coun~y 

AREA PARK MANAGERS MEET 

The SRDC. has given technical assistance to 
interested .park managers in the region by 
providing the opportunity to meet and 
exchange · ideas and discuss common problems. 
The Area Park Managers Organization met 
several times. Activities they have been 
involved with · include a tour of several 
regional park~, meetings with persons 
knowledgeable in playground safety and 
pesticide use, the joint purchasing of 
supplies, arranging for general grounds and 
Turf and Ornamental tests, and a Lawn Mower 
Display Day. 
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TRAVEL SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA 

For more than a year now a group of people from the southwest 
corner of the state have been working intensively on promoting 
tourism in the area. The group has come to be known as "Travel 
Southwest Minnesota, Inc.," a non-profit corporation made up of 
representatives from each of the nine counties involved. A great 
deal of enthusiasm and hard work has gone into their first endea­
vor, a map/brochure depicting locations of the many attractions, 
sites and events in southwest Minnesota. 

With the assistance of MN Office on Tourism Joint Venture Funds, 
the map/brochure is set to be printed yet this summer. Distribu­
tion of the Travel Southwest Minnesota map/brochure is likely to 
begin in August in a number of locations throughout the region. 
Racks are currently being assembled to place at strategic regional 
locations which will not only display the Travel Southwest Minne­
sota publication but also maps and brochures from throughout the 
nine counties. A network of the Retired Senior Volunteer Program 
will make sure the racks are kept will stocked and maintained. 

The Travel Southwest Minnesota, Inc. board meets on the first 
Thursday of each month with various committees meeting in the 
interim to complete tasks that arise. Excellent participation by 
each county has added to the groups success and continuing sup­
port. 

The Southwest Regional Development Commission is proud to have 
been a catalyst in the organizational phases of Travel Southwest 
Minnesota, Inc. The group has demonstrated the ability to work 
cooperatively and independently Lin a positive manner. Both 
organizations have similar goals in the area of tourism promotion 
in the region but the separation of Travel Southwest Minnesota, 
Inc. from the SRDC is inevitable and even desirable in order for 
both to proceed and grow in their capacities. It is the hope of 
the SRDC to maintain a close relationship with Travel Southwest 
Minnesota, Inc. in the area of technical assistance in order to 
further the common goal of tourism promotion in southwest Minne­
sota. 

TRAVEL SOUTHWEST-MINNESOTA, INC. 

Cottonwood County 
David Thompson 
_Gay Anderson 

I , BOARD MEMBERS 

F .A. ''Jim11 Mi 11 er 

Jackson County 
Gordon Olson 
Phy.llis ·Nauerth 
.Mil ford Gentz 

Lyon County 
Linda Erb 

I Sandy Fultz 
Ralph Larson 

, Pipestone County 
Jim Cummings 

/ Mick Myers 
Melvin DeBoer 

Murray County 
Louise Gervais 

. Vernon Buckle$ 
Paul Mettling 

Redwood County 
Mark Machart 
A 1.1 en Nelson • 

Joan Mi ska .• 

OFFICERS: 
Chairperson: Linda Erb 

Vice-Chairperson: David Thompson 
Secretary-Treasurer~ Gordon Olson 

Lincol.rt . Co.unty 
Paul Ols'~n· · 
Betty Popkes 
Jay Gilchrist 

Nobles County 
. Jerry Brau.n 

Doug Christoff er 
Alan Swanson 

Rock County 
Charles Braa 
iNorma DeJongh 
R.W. Keitel 

: 

Travel Southwest Minnesota, 
Pelican, created by Robert 
·of Cur~:·ie, MN 

Inc. 's 
Gervais 

TRAVEL SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA, INC. 

ACTIVITIES OF PY 1988 

Selection of officers 

Adoption of by-laws 

Became a non-profit corporation 

Received Joint Venture Grant Funds 

Accumulated information 
coqnty's attractions 

on each 

Prepared a draft of map/brochure to be 
used by artist 

Collected brochures from throughout 
the region 

Worked to establish a regionwide 
distribution network for all brochures 

Obtained distribution racks to be 
placed throughout the region 

Met on a monthly basis 

Travel Southwest Minnesota, 
Distribution Rack 

Inc. 




