




Image 2001 at EC RDC Offices! 
hause ta be held Tuesday, December 4 at 7 pm 

The East Central Arts Council (ECAC) is hosting the 
IMAGE 2001 Regional Art Show. This is a judged 
art exhibition featuring the work of artists who live in 
Chisago, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs, and Pine 
Counties. A variety of art work such as photography 
sculpture, painting, drawing, ceramics, and mixed 
media will- be on display. 

The exhibition is open to the public and is free of 
charge. The show will be open for viewing: 
Saturday, December 1, from 10 am to 7 pm; Sunday, 
December 2, from noon to 4 pm; and Monday 
through Wednesday December 3 -5, during normal 

RDC business hours. 

011 Tuesday, December 4, at 7 pm the East Central 
Regional Development Commission will be holding 
an open house in conjunction with the show. We 
hope to see you there! 

This event is made possible with funding provided by 
the ECAC and the EC RDC through an appropriation 
by the Minnesota State Legislature. For more 
information or to request an IMAGE 2001 Call for 
Entries contact either Mary or Trish at 320-679-4065. 

EXECUTIVE 
This issue of the agency newsletter represents the FY 2001 
Annual Report. You'll notice that we have been extremely 
busy with many new projects. This is largely as a result of 
spending more time with local units of government and non­
profit groups in the region promoting our programs and 
services. The agency staff has done a super job over the past 
few months of promoting, improving, and expanding the 
services we provide in Region 7E. Fiscal year 2001 was truly 
a turning point for the agency. 

You'll notice in this newsletter that the Regional Arts Council 
and Arts Program Director Mary Minnick-Daniels made 57 
grants during this fiscal year to artists and art programs totaling 
over $69,000. 

In addition to the appointment of Area Agency on Aging 
Director Penny Simonsen, the AAA also expanded its services 
by hiring Elissa Martinson as the AAA Outreach Coordinator. 
It's also interesting to note that about $161,000 was granted 
out to support Senior Dining site programs in our five counties 
and $87,000• in home delivered meals. 

The Geographic Information System (GIS) program is gaining 
in popularity as well. GIS Planner, Sarah Morton, is in the 
process of completing the Cambridge parcel-mapping project 
and will soon be starting a project for the City of Princeton. 
The Cities of Mora and Wyoming have also expressed interest 
in utilizing the RDC for their GIS projects as well. 

revolving loans, and is 
beginning comprehensive 
planning processes in the Cities 
of Willow River and Sandstone. 

During 2001, the Transportation 
Advisory Committee (TAC) and 
Bob Bollenbeck, Region 7E 
Transportation Planner, 
prioritized $600,000 in federal 
transportation projects in this 
region. We also tabulated, 
analyzed, and reported the 

Bab Vass, 
Executive Director 

babv@ncis.com 

results of a County-wide transit study to the Chisago County 
Board. 

On the horizon, Minnesota Regional Development 
Organizations (MRDO) will be holding its annual conference 
on October 4-5, 2001 at Cragun's resort near Brainerd. 
Various Commission members and staff have already signed 
up to attend. The EC RDC is coordinating a break out session 
on October 4 on the subject of "Technology and Rural 
Growth". Russell Cox of the Minnesota Department of 
Administration will be the speaker for the event. 

The staff and I are quite enthusiastic about the kinds of projects 
that the EC RDC is taking on and the direction the organization 
is headed. It is my intention, to continue visiting with our 
member counties, cities, and townships to develop ways in 

Sara Treiber, our Community/Economic Development which our agency can assist in local and regional planning 
Planner, has been busy with Technical Assistance Planning Ej initiatives. 
grant applications, Northern Technology Initiative (NTI), 
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Penny Simonsen, 
ECAAA Director 
ecaaa@!ncis.com 

Steering Committee 
Members ... 

Gearge Larson 
Melvin Larson 

Matt Matthiasen 
Manique Mendyke 

Marlys Mestemacher 
Candy Hansan 

Lauralynn Staton 
Connie Strandberg 

Fran Stradtman 

Elissa Martinson, 
Outreach Coordinator 

ecaaa2@ncis.com 
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EAST CENTRAL AREA ABENCY DN AGING 

-Ej Older Americans Act Funding 
Have you heard about the Older 
Americans Act? It is the major vehicle 
for the organization and delivery of 
supportive and nutrition services to older 
persons, authorizing funding through 
Area Agencies on Aging to local public 
and non-profit organizations to develop or 
expand services for older persons. 

- Area Agency on Aging funding provides 
for the expansion of community based 
programs and services designed to make 
it possible for persons to remain in their 
own home (rather than a nursing home, or 
other alternative), to fill gaps in existing 
services and to contribute to the 
development of a comprehensive and 
coordinated system of services to older 
persons. 

Here in East Central Minnesota funds 
support several programs in Region 7E. 
The programs that fall into "supportive 
services" include the Mille Lacs Health 
System Hospice, Chisago-Isanti 
Heartland Express, East Central Legal 
Services and the Fairview Lakes Rush 

City Clinic. The other programs belong 
to the "nutrition services" category. 
Congregate (group meals usually served 
in a senior center or retirement 
community setting), home-delivered 
meals, and other services are offered by 
Catholic Charities, Rush City Mobile 
Meals, South Chisago County Meals on 
Wheels and Family Pathways' Grocery 
Shopping Project. 

This autumn brings an opportunity for 
organizations to apply for Older 
American Act funding through the East 
Central Area Agency on Aging. October 
1st will mark the beginning of the 
application process for supportive and 
nutrition services for the year 2002. If 
you're interested in applying, or just want 
more information about what the Area 
Agency on Aging does ... just call 320-
679-4065. 

Ej New Outreach Coordinator 
Elissa Martinson joined the ECRDC as the 
outreach coordinator, a newly created 
position with the Area Agency on Aging. 
Martinson is a graduate of Minnesota State 
University of Moorhead, where she earned 
BS degrees in Health Care Administration 
and Gerontology. 

As outreach coordinator she advocates for 
education and services for old adults and 
their families within the five-county region 

bi 

served by the East Central Area Agency on 
Aging. Martinson will be responsible for 
promoting the statewide information and 
referral system known as Senior LinkAge 
Line® and Health Insuran~e Counseling 
programs within the region. 

Elissa resides in Mora with her fiance. In 
her spare time she enjoys being outdoors -
hunting, snowmobiling, rollerblading and 
walking her dog. 
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STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENDIUTRES FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2001 

FY2001 
FY2001 REVENUES/ FY2002 

ADOPTED EXPENSES ESTIMATED 
BUDGET UNAUDITED BUDGET 

REVENUES 
Taxes $188,181 $189,387 $193,826 
MN Board on Aging $522,766 $522,110 $486,827 
EDA $49,072 $46,822 $53,000 
State Arts Board $154,717 $154,717 $148,894 
State Transportation $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 
RLF-lnterest/Fees $28,000 $26,521 $22,000 
RLF-Repayments $46,000 $46,169 $46,000 
Contracts $21,295 $18,125 $50,516 
Interest/Other $9,570 $10,381 $9,000 
McKnight Foundation $21,957 $20,434 $24,000 
GIS-EDA $14,691 $16,416 $0 
GIS-State $2,500 
lnkind-GIS/Aging $14,579 $11,934 $14,596 
MN Planning $50,000 $43,843 $6,157 
Sponsors/Registration $3,800 
CIF $15,000 
Foundations $12,500 
Building/Equipment Use Allowance $7,044 $7,677 $7,044 

TOTAL REVENUES $1,177,872 $1,164,536 $1,145,660 

EXPENDITURES 
General Fund $84,737 $76,642 $122,780 
RLF-Administration $16,624 $19,408 $16,067 
MN Planning-Admn $2,500 $1,093 $1,407 
State Arts-Administration $93,529 $94,406 $89,701 
McKnight Arts-Administration $4,535 $4,526 $4,050 
State Transportation $107,668 $91,882 $92,694 
Aging Program-Administration $119,810 $125,119 $105,367 
EDA $72,921 $68,824 $70,667 
GIS Program $33,460 $32,348 $67,761 
Senior Linkage $0 $1,405 $37,596 
Aging-Pass-thru Contracts $433,804 $428,101 $375,845 
Arts-Pass-thru Grants $79,580 $77,311 $81,303 
RLF Loans $0 $0 $104,000 
Contracts $2,986 
CIF $15,000 
MN Planning-TAP Grants $47,500 $42,750 $4,750 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES · $1,096,668 $1,063,815 $1,191,974 

Revenues over/under Expenses $81,204 $100,721 -$46,314 

RLF Revenues over/under Expenses $57,376 $53,282 -$52,067 

General Revenues over/under Expenses $23,828 $47,439 $5,753 



C □ MMUNITY AND EC □ N □ MIC DEVEL □ PMENT 

Ej Revolving Loan Fund 
The Revolving Loan Fund Committee voted recently to 
give out two loans to regional businesses, one in Mille 
Lacs County and one in Isanti County, each $50,000.00. 

Revolving Loan Committee Members include ... 

Wesley Geurkink (Chair) Bremer-Princeton Bank 
Dennis Cunningham, Rural American Bank, Braham 
Milan Dewitt, Kanabec State Bank; Mora 
Arleen Heins, City Clerk, Ogilvie 
Bob Hoefert, ECRDC Commissioner /Mille Lacs 
County Commissioner 
James Herbert, S&C Bank, Harris 
John Jackson, Franconia Township, Schafer 
Tom Lambrecht, Great River Energy, Sandstone 
Craig Molstad, Mille Lacs Area CDC, Onamia 
Bruce Montgomery, Peoples Bank of Commerce, 
Cambridge 
John Sparling, SBA, Pine City 

► Shore Acres 
Located north of Onamia on Mille Lacs Lake, this 
business provides seasonal and year-round housing, as 

well as a Restaurant and 

Bar. The owners, James and 
Betty Price, needed the loan 
to complete the construction 
of a new sanitary sewer 
system, the old one failing to 
pass a county septic 
inspection. With this loan, 
Shore Acres was able to 
keep the seasonal and year-
round housing in place, as 
well as the bar and its employees. 

► T&L Nifty 
Products 

A Braham business 
distributing kitchen 
accessories, Frank and 
Sharon Tiemann are 
using their loan to 
augment their working 
capital. They plan to 

Sara Jayne T reiher 
Community 6 Economic 
Development Planner 
ecrdcced@ncis.com 

hire new employees to help in the warehouse 
and market three new products Frank has 
developed. 

_ · ERH 
. LOGY 

IHT UE 
The NTI recently held an Annual 
Meeting at the end of July at ECE in 
Braham, during which they elected 
new Executive Board Members and 
voted to contract with the EC RDC to 
provide staff support throughout the 
next six months. 

Bob Gustafson, Chisago County 
Sam Griffith, City of Sandstone 
Bill Hilty, State Representative 
Becky Lourey, State Senator 
Marty English, Chisago County 
HRA 

organization. Their funding has 
come from grants and donations from 
local governments and utilities. 

Immediately, they will begin 
approaching area municipalities for 
contributions, pull-together a 
Financer' s Forum to determine 
regional financing capabilities for 
high tech businesses, create some 
marketing materials and begin 
recruiting a new technology business 
to the area. They will also be 
developing a "high-tech" web· page. The Ne~ NTI Executive Board 

consists of ... 

Dr. Robert Musgrove, Pine 
Technical College President 
Henry Fischer, ECE 

flage Five 

Pete Nelson, City of Lindstrom 
John Schlagel, City of Cambridge 
and special welcome to new Board 
Members .. 
Tom Lambrecht, Great River 
Energy 
Russ Munson, City of Braham 

The Executive Board meets monthly 
to create and carry out annual work 
plans detailing goals for the 

Ml 
Special thanks to ECE and Henry 
Fischer for providing the facilities 
and refreshments for the Annual 
Meeting 
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E'j DTED Commissioner Visits 
On Friday, July 6th, DTED 
_Commissioner, Rebecca Y anisch 
met with NTI Members, Pine 
City Council Members, and Pine 
Tech Instructors to discuss 
technology and its impact on the 
rural economy. Dr. Musgrove 
gave a brief overview of the 
technology achievements and 
activities in the region, followed 
by a demonstration of the new 

simulated environment and the 
employee has an opportunity to 
build skills using computer 
technology. 

Commissioner Y anisch is 
traveling throughout Minnesota, 
meeting with area groups to listen 
to concerns regarding economic 
development and to explore 
regional-statewide partnerships 

Virtual Reality -------------------41 

equipment purchased 
for the Advanced 
Technology Center. 

The Virtual Reality 
equipment allowsPine 
Tech to train recently 
hired employees or 
existing employees in 
new production 

''The purpose of the Department of Trade and 
Economic Development is ta advance the economic 
vitality of Minnesota. The department will employ 
all available resources ta generate high quality 
jabs; stimulate workforce development; expand 
Minnesota exports; and encourage domestic and 

international travel within Minnesota." 
- DTE□ missiua-anil visian statement 

methods or in different jobs 
without tying up the production 
line. The training takes place in a 

that lead to healthy economic 
development in all regions of the 
state. 

E'j Jackson Recognized 

During the August 27th RDC Meeting, Mille Lacs County Public 
Interest Representative, Dick Jackson, was recognized for his dedication 
and service to the RDC. Jackson served as Chair of the ECRDC from 
1999-2000 and was instrumental in rebuilding the organization after the 
fire destroyed the offices. 

Dick Jackson (left) receiving award from ECRDC Chair. 
Tam Delaney at the August Commission Meeting. 
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Jackson continues to 
serve on the RDC 
Commission and was 
recently appointed to 
the Minnesota Board 
of Aging (MBA) in 
May. 

~ Comprehensive · 
~Planning 

The RDC has contracted with two Pine 
County communities to help with their 
comprehensive planning. 

The City of Sandstone will be updating their 
1995 Comprehensive Plan to accommodate 

unexpected development and to 
plan for future growth. 

~ . _ They have recently closed 
~ ~ their airport (157 acres) 

~-- ~ and have a proposal for 
• ~ a Motor Sports Park. 

Sandstone Minnesota Additionally, their 
W school district, East 

Central School District, has decided to build 
a new K-12 building outside the city limits 
near Banning State Park. Their existing 
buildings will be empty and the future uses 
for the properties will need to be 
determined. 

The Planning Commission, together with 
City Staff, will begin the process in 
September at their regularly scheduled 
meeting, where the existing comprehensive 
plan will need to be reviewed. RDC Staff, 
Sara Treiber and Sarah Morton, will be 
working on the project and assisting the City 
of Sandstone. 

The City of Willow River has also 
contracted with the RDC to begin the 
process of creating a Comprehensive Plan 
for their community of 3 00 persons. Future 
growth and economic development are some 
issues already identified as discussion items 
for the Comprehensive Plan. 

A Comprehensive Plan Taskforce will be 
selected in September to begin the 
community visioning process. RDC Staff 
Members, Sara Treiber and Sarah Morton, 
will be working with the Willow River 
Taskforce to create a comprehensive plan 
for their community. 
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TRANSP □ RTATl □ N PLANNING 

~ Annual Report 

This Cambridge Streetscape project is an example of a 
project using federal funding prioritized through the RDC. 

This past fiscal year the Transportation 
Program was involved in a wide variety of 
planning activities on behalf of region 7E. 

• One of the major activities was the 
solicitation, prioritization, and 
bringing forth local projects as 
candidates for federal transportation 
funding. A total of ten projects, over 
$10,000,000 in requested funds, were 
prioritized and submitted to Mn/DOT 
Area Transportation Partnerships. 
Significant funding was allocated to a 
number of projects in the region 
supporting transit and road or bridge 

reconstruction. 
• EC RDC staff also provided 

assistance to the Pine County Citizens 
Committee on Aging in their 
application for a new vehicle through 
Mn/DOT. The good news is that this 
request was funded. 

• Various transportation studies were 
either underway or started in the 
region. These included efforts on TH 
65, TH 169, and TH 8. We are pleased 
to report that the RDC participated in 
these studies. 

• A transit study was conducted in 
Chisago County and the RDC was 
asked to compile, analyze, and present 
the results. 

Staff participated in pertinent meetings 
and conferences related to transportation 
issues. It is important the Transportation 
Advisory Committee (TAC) plays a large 
role in providing the EC RDC 
recommendations for funding as well as 
planning for the region. The TAC is 
comprised largely of local stakeholders in 
transportation. The RDC role will be to 
continue to respond local and regional 
needs. 

~ TH 8 Groundbreaking 
the work of 
the 
Congressman. 
Mn/DOT, TH 

Bab Bollenbeck, 
T ranspartatian Planner 
ballenbeck@ncis.cam 

Develops. and maintains the 
Regional T ranspartatian 

Plan, assists cities, counties 
and transit providers in 
obtaining funds far their 

transportation needs, and 
works with Mn/D□T and the 

Areawide T ranspartatian 
Partnerships (ATPs) in 

solicitation and ranking af 
transpartatian projects. 

T ranspartatian 
Advisory Committee ... 
Duane Munsterteiger 

Greg Nikadym 
John Stieben 

Richard Larson 
Mike Moilanen 
Mic Dahlberg 

Richard Heilman 
Jackie Farner 
Gordan Heitke 

Mel Larson 
Barbara Welty 
Julie Dresel 
Brian Valium 
Steve Vass 

Kelvin Howieson 

Congressman James □berstar addressing the at­
tendees at the Groundbreaking Ceremony. (Photo 

compliments of Loren Polansky, URS Carp.) 

July 28 was an important date for TH 
8 ! On this date a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the start of TH 8 
improvements was held on the 
corridor, just east of Forest Lake. 
Congressman James Oberstar was 

. the honored guest. This event 
marked the beginning of a series of 
improvements to the roadway with 
special .:-:ii funding 
acquired ~ through 

8 Task Force members, and others 
were present to hear from various 
speakers and to participate in the 
groundbreaking ceremony. RDC 
Staff participated in this even as well 
as meetings of the TH 8 Task Force 
planning for corridor improvements. 
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GIS PLANNING 

EjNew GIS Planner 

Sarah Martan, 
GIS Planner 

rdcgis@ncis.carn 

GIS 

Sarah Morton recently began her duties in 
early June as Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) Planner with Region 7E, 
replacing Scott Marlin. She received her 
GIS degree from Alexandria Technical 
College and previously worked for the 
Douglas County Surveyor's Office, Cloud 
Cartographies and, most recently, for the 
City of Alexandria for seven years. 

Immediately, Sarah will begin working on 
the base parcel map for Cambridge that 
was not completed before Scott left. "It 
will contain information on each parcel in 
the city limits, lot dimensions, parcel 
identification numbers, and addresses." 

I □□ Park Street Sauth 
Mara, MN 55□51 
Phane: (32□ ) 679-4□65 

Fax: (32□ ) 679-412□ 

E-mail: ecrdc@ncis.carn 

Serving Chisago, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs 
and Pine C□unties 

Bob I/ass. Executive Director 
Dorothy Jones. Finance Officer 
Trish Rydlund. Information/Office Manager 
Bob Bollenbeck. Transportation Planner 
Mary Minnick-Daniels. ECAC 
Sarah Morton, GIS Plann.er 
Elissa Mortenson, Outreach Coordinator 
Penny Simonsen. AAA Director 
Sara Jayne Treiber. Community and 
Economic Development Planner 

Sarah says. "There is no limit to the data 
that can be attached to a parcel ID. 
Creating maps and attaching the data 
associated with the parcels allows for a 
more accurate and efficient visual 
information system." Other upcoming 
projects include the Cities of Princeton, 
Mora and Wyoming base parcel maps, as 
well as some Comprehensive Plan 
mapping for the Cities of Sandstone and 
Willow River. 

"I am very excited to be working in this 
area of Minnesota and to be able offer this 
valuable service to area municipalities!" 
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