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As Minnesota Territory was 
being created, so was the Minnesota 
Historical Society. Even before 
the territorial legislature met for 

the first time, a group of history 
enthusiasts was working to create 

an organization to preserve the 
story of their changing times. This 
group, which included Territorial 
Gov. Alexander Ramsey, believed 
that their dreams for Minnesota's 

future depended on preserving the 
knowledge of Minnesota's past. 
On Oct. 20, 1849, during its first 
session, the territorial legislature 
approved the formation of the 
Minnesota Historical Society. 
Just one month later, in a lamp-lit 

log building in the newly named 
capital of St. Paul, the Minnesota 

Historical Society was formally 
organized. It was the territory's 
first chartered organization. 

Although it would be years 
before the Society would have 
its own quarters to house the 
collections that soon began to 
accumulate - and the resources 
to care for them - the founders 

were eager to begin the work of 
recording the story of Minnesota's 

past for future generations. Among 
their earliest accomplishments was 
the Society's first publication, a 
dictionary of the Dakota language, 
produced in conjunction with the 
Smithsonian Institution. They 
also established a small library, 
beginning the contribution to 
research that we carry on today. 

In observance of the Society's 
150th year, this 1999 Annual 
Report highlights - alongside our 

many accomplishments - examples 
of pivotal work from our past. As 
we look back over the last 150 
years, we are reminded that from 
the earliest days, the Society has 

measured its success by the quality 
of its service to the people of 
Minnesota. And as we approach 
the new millennium, we remember 
and celebrate 150 years of telling 

the Minnesota story. 
Over the course of the Society's 

history, we have continued to invite 
an ever-broadening audience of 
Minnesotans to join in preserving 
their history. Just as the Society 
benefited in 1849 from the interest 

of Minnesota's territorial governor 
and legislature, we benefit today 

from the support of our governor 
and the legislature. The Society 
draws its strength from the people 
it serves. We are grateful to our 
members, donors, visitors and 
friends, who help us remember 
the legacy of our founders -
to continue their dreams of 
preserving Minnesota's past 
to ensure its future. 

Nina M. Archabal 
Director 

A Message from the Director 



In the Society's first permanent home 
at 690 Cedar St. in St. Paul, the 

nmsemn occupied ,nost of the third floor. 
This photogmph taken in 1918, 

the year the building opened, shows 
what probably was the first exhibit 

in the west gallery. 

When the Society needs volunteers to 
help with a family festival, they know who 
to call: Wally and Gloria Nippolt. Wally, 
in turn, knows who he'll call. Wally is 
among the volunteer coordinators for the 
St. Paul Companies Retirement Volunteers 

Program, about 50 people who work on a 
range of projects from the Bloodmobile to 
Historic Fort Snelling. He's an organizer. 

The Nippolts, who have been married 
for 50 years, come as a team, and they've 
worked at family festivals since the History 
Center opened seven years ago. While Wally 
works as a "floater" making sure that 
volunteer work runs smoothly and relieving 
those who need a break, Gloria helps 
parents and children at family "make it 
and take it" activity stations. 

The Nippolts volunteer with a number 
of organizations, but they find the History 
Center's family programs exciting. ''At the 
History Center," Wally says, "there is such 

a diversity of cultures. We've had Ojibwe 
people telling stories, people from the 
Hmong community doing dances, people 
from up north telling about the logging 

industry, and they all tie into the 
Minnesota culture." 

Wally began doing volunteer work 
decades before he retired in 1985 after 42 
years with the St. Paul Companies. Gloria 
retired a few years later after working for 

20 years with St. Paul children who had 
learning disabilities and other problems. 

At the History Center, Wally and Gloria 
say their work brings together people not 
only across generations and across cultures, 
but also within families. 

"You don't go to a lot of places where 
families have this opportunity to do things 
together," Gloria says. "Everything is avail­
able here to work with your children on 
an activity. Sometimes the children finish 
their activities first and wait for the parents 
to get done with their projects." 

Like Wally, Gloria agrees that volun­
teering is important. "I volunteer because 
it's my way of contributing to the community 
we live in, and it's a way of reaching out 

to people. It is important to give a little 
of yourself, and all we're giving, really, 
is the time. It makes me feel good." 





The S({])ciety
9 
§ f({])uncdleir§9 wh({]) weire <Cl\,li§({]) lie<CllJm_'1l§ in 

§h<Cllping the Minne~w1t<Cll Teiririirnry9 ({])ffeirecJ thei:rr 1tJLJlne 

<CllnJ eneirgy <Cl\,§ V({])h11ntee:rr§ t({]) li<Cl\,l1]_Jl1l_(Ch the S({])cietyo 

They h<CllnJlieJ the J<Clly-t({])-J<Clly Jet<Cllili§ 9 incliucJing 

fincdling meeting pli<Cllce§ 9 keeping irec({]):rrJ§ 9 mKp<CllnJing 

the (C({])Hecfi({])n§ <CllnJ n1l<Clln<Cllging the S({])cie(-y cdlu:rring it§ 

f({])irm<Cllfive ye<ClllI"§o V({])liunieeir§ h<Cllve lbeen c:rritic<Cllli t({]) 

the S({])ciety eveir §inceo In JL85 79 the S({])ciety JP)<ClliJ 

({])ne c({])n§uli1t<Cllnt9 -WHi<Cllm Ho KeHey9 

,vh({]) W<Cll§ hiireJ f({])ir tw({]) ye<Cllir§ t({]) helip 

ire({]):rrg<Cllnize the S({])cie1ty
9 
§ c({])Hecti({])n§ <Cl\,fte:rr <Cl\, fiire 

in the St<Cllte C<Cllpit({])t lbut JiJ n({])t h<Cllve <Cl\, p<ClliJ §t<Cl\,££ 

peir§({])n <Cllg<Cllin untili JL 8 6 9 o In th<Cllt ye<Cllir9 Jo Flieicheir 

-WHi<Cllm§ 9 ~Th({]) h<Cl\,J V({])liuntee:rrecdl <Cl\,§ s({])(Cllety §ecire­

t<Cll:rry £({]):rr tw({]) ye<Cll:rr§ 9 ireceiveJ <Cll §<Cllli<Clliry th<Cllt en<ClllblieJ 

him {t({]) lie<Cllve hi§ j({])lb <Cll§ <Cll neW§JP)<CllJP)eir irep({])irteir 

<CllnJ cdlev({])te hi§ fll11lili time t({]) the § ({])Ciety untili hi§ 

Je<Cllth in JL 8 9 3 o 





The History Center Museum was visited by 415,509 people last 

year - exploring 11 exhibits in the museum, attending a 

performance or lecture in the 3M Auditorium, or participating in a 

class or family program in the Whitney and Elizabeth MacMillan 

Education Center. Its programs and activities make the History 

Center a lively and engaging place that encourages people of all 

ages to value memory and cherish its meaning. 

Accomplishments 
• Planning and development of several upcoming exhibits occupied much of last 

year. They include Tales of the Territory: Minnesota 1849-1858 (October 1999); 
Minnesota 20OO(January 2000); an exhibit at the Lower Sioux Agency historic site 
(May 2000); and Sounds Good to Me: Music in Minnesota (October 2000). 

• EATING!, a new exhibit, highlights the Society's diverse collections around the 
general theme of food and objects related to eating. 

• Discover Greatness: An Illustrated History of Negro Leagues Baseball attracted 
crowds of visitors interested in both African American history and baseball. 

• The traveling exhibit Unpacking on the Prairie: Jewish Women in the Upper 
Midwest continues on a five-year tour that will take it throughout the United 
States and Canada. 

• More than 30 members of the African American community volunteered in 
the exhibit Our Gathering Places: African Americans in Minnesota. 



• The "Great Saturday Quilting Bee" program in the Minnesota A to Z exhibit 
attracted quilters from around the state and visitors from around the world. 

• An Internet companion to the exhibit Tales of the Territory: Minnesota 1849-1858, 
which opened at the History Center in October, was developed on the Society's 
web site (www.mnhs.org/territory). 

• More than 5,500 people attended History HiJinx programs last year, and "Nine 
Nights of Family Fun" attracted more than 2,000 adults and children to summer 
musical programs held outside on the Laura Jane Musser Terrace. 

• More than 8,000 people attended two Family Festivals - "Minnesota Collects" 
and "Winter Festival" - and "Minnesota Folk 1998," the annual folk arts 
and music festival. 

• Many organizations sponsored volunteer groups for a wide variety of tasks 
throughout the Society. They include 3M, Dayton's, General Mills, H. B. Fuller, 
NSP, St. Paul Companies, Pillsbury, Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 
and the Women's Organization of the Minnesota Historical Society. 

• The Society collaborated with many community groups to bring several popular 
programs to the 3M Auditorium, including The Nimely Napla's Pan-African 
Dance Company and The Ethnic Dance Theatre. 

• Among the well-attended public programs in the 3M Auditorium were the 
fourth annual David Noble lecture, the Stans Lecture and the Lindbergh 
Environmental Film Festival. 

• More than 29,500 people attended the 237 after-hour special events at the 
History Center, and more than 95,500 people were served in Cafe Minnesota 
during regular hours. 

• Roger Wells dedicated a $1 million endowment fund to the Society's exhibits 
program in honor of his parents, George W. Wells Jr. and Mary Cobb Wells. 



"After consulting with the Minnesota Historical Society, we have a much clearer sense 
of what we are going to be encountering as we develop our own database system, 

which will include 10,000 photographic images." 

This picture illustrates why the Society 
needed to develop its newspaper microfilm 

progrmn. Curator Willoughby Babcock 
is shown in 1952 with a bound volume 

of copies of the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press from 1896. 

Gregory A. Page , Dakota County Historical Society 

Gregory A. Page, director of the 
Dakota County Historical Society, has a 
vision: Sit down at any computer, enter 
a name and discover everything the county 
libraries and historical society have about 
the subject. The information includes 

books, photographs, papers and manu­
scripts, three-dimensional objects, and 
obituaries and other newspaper articles. 
With another click, he could look at 
historical photographs or pictures of 
objects and manuscripts. 

Greg, who hopes to make this vision a 
reality next year and used the Minnesota 
Historical Society's photographic database 
as a model, called the Society's collection 
department for advice. ''They were very 
forthcoming, sharing their experience and 
telling us how ours would be different from 
theirs," he says. He worked with a Society 
consultant to write a plan for the county's 
historical database and web presence. 

"This is just invaluable because we'd 
have to figure it out by trial and error with­
out the plan. There are many big and little 
issues that we didn't think of at the begin-

ning," he says, such as how to track items 
being removed and returned, how to 
name and number them online, and how 
to manage the system with a small staff. 

After involving the county library 
system, Greg wrote to other history groups 
in Dakota County and found 19 interested 
in participating in the online database. 
They range from the Minnesota Territorial 
Pioneers, whose ancestors lived in Dakota 
county during the territorial era, to 
the Southern Minnesota Wing of the 
Confederate Air Force, which restores 
World War II planes. The list includes the 
Dakota County Genealogical Society, the 
Mendota Mdewakanton Community, the 
Serbian Ethnic Cultural Center, and city 
historical societies in Farmington, Lakeville, 
Eagan, Hastings, Rosemount, Mendota 
and South St. Paul. 

Libraries and historical societies seem 
the opposite of what they were 30 years 
ago, Greg says. "Now instead of each one 
guarding its own little collection," he says, 
"the idea is 'Let's work together to get 
it all out there to the public."' 
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The Library and collections are at the very heart of the Society. 

In its act incorporating the Society on Oct. 20, 1849, the first 

Legislative Assembly said, "the object of said Society shall be the 

collection and preservation of a Library, ... and other matters and 

things connected with, and calculated to illustrate and perpetuate 

the history and settlement" of Minnesota Territory. Today, Society 

staff care for thousands of artifacts, hooks, maps, photographs, 

government records, newspapers and manuscripts, and make the 

collections ever more accessible to the public. 

Accomplishments 
• The Society completed its two-year oral history project on the Red River Valley 

Floods of 1997, which documented the floods and the stories of recovery. 

• Notable objects acquired for the collections this year include a collection of Red 
Wing stoneware, materials from the Jesse Ventura campaign, objects associated 
with the Minnesota Black Music Awards, an early painting by famed Minnesota 
artist George Morrison and a 1917 first edition of Sinclair Lewis' novel The Job. 

• The Society's online photograph database now includes descriptions of nearly 
120,000 photographs with electronic images for more than 30,000 of them. 
It is being expanded to include images of the Society's fine art, photograph 
and poster collections. 



• Classes for patrons of the Society's Library continued to be very popular, and 
a special class featuring collections related to the Spanish-American War was 
offered in recognition of its 100th anniversary. 

• A video history about John Jensen, a leading fish-decoy carver, was filmed as 
part of the Society's oral history series on Minnesota craftspeople and artists. 

• Volunteers completed several very large cataloging projects, including updated 
listings of the Northern Pacific Railroad's personnel records for the Society's 
Library and re-housing 15,000 state prison records. 

• The Society received a major award from the National Endowment for the Arts 
for preserving a valuable early film from the town of Cologne, Minn. 

• The Society began collaboration with several major health organizations on 
care for more than 12,000 cubic feet of records from the historic tobacco litigation. 

• Historically valuable environmental records from the 19th century are being 
digitized for use in geographic information systems. 

• "AskRon," a database of the Society's collection of more than 70,000 newspaper 
microfilm reels and current issues available in the Society's Library and libraries 
across the country, was developed on the Society's web site. 

• Society staff members completed more than 150 finding aids - supplemental 
guides and indexes to the collections - which are available on the Society's 
web site. 

• More than 1,700 records and images were added to the 12,000 text records 
already in the online public catalog of the Society's museum collections. 

• The archaeology holdings of the University of Minnesota, which number 
several hundred thousand objects, were transferred to the Society. 



"To me, it is an honor to depict the past. For my part, what I shared with the Jeffers project is 
very important to me. Theres no ending. There are songs and stories that go on and on." 

The Indian Trnding Post, built in 1921 
by Harry mul Jeanette Ayer, is now part 

of the Society's Mille Lacs lndi<m Museum 
historic site. This photogTaph front the 
early 1940s shows children in front of 

the Trading Post with old tires collected 
- for the war effort. 

Willard Maleb ear, Dakota teacher 

Dakota tradition says the images 
and carvings on the rocks at the Society's 
Jeffers Petroglyphs historic site were placed 
there both by nature and spiritual leaders. 
The leaders, says Dakota teacher Willard 
"Willie" Malebear, stood in lightning and 
thunder storms to hear nature's messages 

which they recorded on the rocks along 
with images from their vision quests. 

Visioi1 quests are basic to Dakota 
culture and personal life, and Willie's 
own personal vision at age 36 led him back 
to school to become a teacher. "I went on 

a vision quest to improve my lifestyle, to 
better myself, to do something very impor­
tant that I can share," he says. "I asked: 
'What will I do that I can help people?"' 
Now he teaches the Dakota language at 
the Four Winds School in Minneapolis. 

Willie helped write, translate and 
narrate the multimedia presentation at the 
new visitors' center at Jeffers Petroglyphs. 
The program supports his belief that, even 
though the Dakota language is complex and 
sacred, it can be taught with simple ideas 
and cultural concepts. Minneapolis 

children who previewed the program 
understood its main ideas, even though 
the narration was in Dakota. In eight 
minutes, they learned the main themes: 
the making and meaning of rock images, 
the lives of Indians on the prairie, the 
events of a buffalo hunt and how nature 

speaks to people. 
Jeffers Petroglyphs, located on a 250-

yard-wide red rock ridge near Comfrey, 
Minn., has meaning to many native people, 
says Lance Foster, a member of the Iowa 
Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska. "This seems 
to have been a good place for rest, prayer 
and reflection on journeys between the 
Mississippi and Missouri, for trading of 
pipestone and the hunting of buffalo." 

The Society works to preserve the rocks 
and the human markings, some of which 
may be 5,000 years old, and to restore the 
natural prairie at the site. The new exhibits 
and visitors' center opened in May 1999. 





The Society's 2 4 historic sites give 

Minnesotans and visitors a wide range 

of opportunities for seeing the places where 

our history happened. The sites welcomed 

more than 750 000 people last year, 
I 

an increase of nearly l 0%, including 

more than 150 000 students. 
I 
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The Society's 2 4 historic sites are the settings of some key milestones 

in Minnesota's history. When welcomed into these theaters of the 

past, visitors see vivid re-enactments of significant historical events 

and talk with costumed guides portraying people who lived and 

worked there. Through experiences like these and others, such as 

taking a walking tour across the Stone Arch Bridge, climbing the 

1 DO-foot-tall forest ranger's tower at the Forest History Center, or 

viewing the rock carvings at Jeffers Petroglyphs, visitors gain a 

deeper understanding of the force of historical change. 

Accomplishments 
The Society's largest historic sites project is the planning and development of a 
new museum and visitor center on the Minneapolis riverfront at St. Anthony Falls. 
The $24 million museum, to be located within the ruins of the fire-damaged 
Washburn Crosby A Mill, will open in 2002. 

A new visitor center with exhibits, a multimedia theater presentation and 
new interpretive programs, was opened at the Jeffers Petroglyphs historic site. 
The opening day was attended by 1,200 visitors. 

Eleven of the Society's historic sites participated in the Youth Internship Program, 
which brings high school juniors to the sites to develop useful work skills in a 
historical setting. 

The World War II History Roundtable and Air National Guard Museum lecture 
series at the Historic Fort Snelling visitor center drew a record 4,700 participants. 



Society staff members are among the experts working on restoring the cafeteria 
in the State Capitol basement, returning the space to its original 1905 design as 
a German "rathskeller." 

A self-guided trail of the site was created and public access improved at the 
Birch Coulee Battlefield historic site near Morton. 

Society staff worked with educators around the state to host workshops for 
teachers, give classroom presentations, and develop new worksheets and 
self-guided living history programs. 

Approximately 40,000 artifacts have been inventoried at the Society's historic 
sites. Society staff reviewed 15,000 items at the Hill House, the Comstock House, 
Fort Ridgely, Lac qui Parle, Lower Sioux and the Alexander Ramsey House. 

In a new volunteer project at Historic Fort Snelling, 15 special events volunteers 
contributed nearly 90 hours in helping to greet more than 14,000 visitors. 

Society staff and community members created a special display in the State 
Capitol about Minnesota's involvement in the Spanish-American War and 
Philippine Independence. 

More· than $12 million has been raised toward the $24 million cost of the St. 
Anthony Falls Heritage Center, including a $2 million gift from John and Sage 
Cowles, and $1 million commitments from Betty and Whitney MacMillan, David 
and Barbara Koch, and the James Ford Bell Foundation. In addition, a $625,000 
challenge grant was received from the National Endowment for the Humanities 
and the project was designated a "Save America's Treasures" project by the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation and the White House Millennium Council. 

Historic Sites 

Alexander Ramsey House 
Birch Coulee Battlefield 
Charles A. Lindbergh 

House 
Comstock House 
Folsom House 
Forest History Center 
Fort Ridgely 
Grand Mound 
Harkin Store 

Historic Forestville 
Historic Fort Snelling 
James J. Hill House 
Jeffers Petroglyphs 
Lac qui Parle Mission 
Lower Sioux Agency 
Mille Lacs Indian Museum 

and Trading Post 
Minnehaha Depot 
Minnesota State Capitol 

North West Company 
Fur Post 

Oliver H. Kelley Farm 
St. Anthony Falls Historic 

District 
Sibley Historic Site 
Split Rock Lighthouse 
W.W. Mayo House 



"I think its important for people to understand the history of the state in which they're living. 
Logging played a huge role in the state. It built our town, and I think its sad that there are a lot 
of people, especially younger people my age, who don't know the history that they're living in. 

One of the best ways to teach them is by re-enacting. Its interactive. Its hands-on. I know 
I learn better by being shown how something is done rather than just by reading about it." 

The Society hcts pfoced more them 230 
historic nuu-kers throughout the state since 

1930. This 1997 nutrker, "Minnesota's 
Highwctys," was pla.ced at a rest area on 

1-94 near St. Cloud. It calls visitors' 
attention to the historic significance 

of Minnesota's road system. 

Collin Zafflce, youth intern at Forest History Center 

It's 90 degrees and 90 percent humidity 
on a July day in 1999, hut Grand Rapids 
high school student Collin Zafflce puts on 
a red and black flannel shirt, hih overalls 
and leather hoots and goes to work portray­
ing a character living in December 1900. 

Collin heads hack in time as a summer 

youth intern at the Forest History Center's 
recreated winter logging camp. He is among 
25 participants in the Society's Youth 
Internship Program funded by a coopera­
tive agreement with the Department of 
Children, Families and Learning using 
resources appropriated by the Minnesota 
Legislature. 

As an interpreter, Collin portrays a 
Scottish :iimnigrant named Cullain MacLeod, 
who somet:iines wears a kilt and plays the 
bagpipes. ColliI1 taught h:iinself to play the 
pipes, and he takes requests from visitors, 
most often for "Amaz:ii1g Grace." His job 
:ii1 camp is to sharpen the loggers' saws. 

ColliI1 says he did a lot of research for 
his work, beginning with a History Day 
project on Scotland several years ago. 
Scottish im1nigrants worked in the logging 

camps, hut Collin cannot say for sure 
whether any loggers had bagpipes with 
them. "We know there were so many immi­
grants who came over. I'm sure there was 
at least one piper somewhere." 

At the Forest History Center, living 
history completes the picture you get from 

reading, Collin says. "When you get to see 
how things were actually done, and you see 
how the camp was operated, it kind of pulls 
things together so people can see what it 
was really like to have some of those jobs. 
It makes it more interesting for people to 
really see what it was like." 
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The Society's programs of service to individuals and organizations 

are truly statewide. They include continued assistance to owners 

of tornado-damaged historic property in St. Peter and conservation 

and field workshops in four cities around the state. History Day 

involves an increasing number of students throughout the state, 

and the Society's World Wide Web site is providing people 

everywhere new access to the Society's collections. 

Accomplishments 
• Society staff reviewed 43 preservation projects requesting funding assistance 

for recovery from the St. Peter tornado of March 1998; 32 were eligible for 
assistance. In October 1998, Gov. Arne Carlson announced that an additional 
$350,000 would be available for historic preservation projects; the original 
appropriation was $1 million. 

• More than 180 St. Peter property owners received assistance through the 
Society, and work on 15 projects is largely completed. 

• Ten properties were listed on the National Register of Historic Places, including 
the Stanchfield Logging Camp in Morrison County (1847). 

• "Protecting Rural Historic Landscapes in Areas of High Development," a project 
funded by the Legislative Commission of Minnesota Resources, was completed. 
The landscape in Goodhue County's Sogn Valley was documented to National 
Register standards and a statewide preservation plan formulated. 



• More than $800,000, an increase of more than 16 percent, was awarded in 115 
grants to non-profit organizations and local governments for historic preservation 
or local history projects. 

• The average number of dairy visits to the Society's redesigned web site has more 
than doubled in the past year. 

• Workshops for teachers were held at the History Center, Grand Rapids, Rochester, 
Alexandria, Duluth and Kimball. 

• Society staff members assisted researchers and presented oral history, video 
history and conservation workshops to community organizations throughout 
Minnesota. 

• Twelve years ago, the state History Day contest attracted 125 students, all from 
metro area schools. Last year, nearly 25,000 students from 325 schools participated, 
more than 700 students used the History Center for research, and 12 regional 
History Day events were held. Fifteen Minnesota students shared nine awards 
at National History Day in Washington, D.C. in June. 

• A grant from the George W. Neilson Foundation made it possible for History 
Day in northwestern Minnesota to grow dramatically. At one school, participation 
increased from a small group to more than 450. 

• In its second year, the "Historian in the Classroom" program provided week-
long programs for 348 students in eight towns. Funding from the Hartz Foundation 
supported this program in Tosston, Goodridge, Thief River Falls and Warren. 

• Last year 1,450 volunteers and interns contributed more than 39,000 hours in 
carrying out a wide variety of tasks at the History Center and the Society's 
historic sites. 

• Individuals and organizations contributed nearly $10 million to support the 
Society's ongoing programs, fund capital projects and build the endowment. 

• The North Star Circle, which was created in the last year to honor donors who 
give $1,000 or more to the Society's Annual Fund, now has 129 charter members. 
The first North Star Circle event, held at the James J. Hill House in June, featured 
Richard Moe, president of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 



• 

The Society's publishing program, wets 
successful e-ven before the Minnesota 

Historical Society Press was formed in 1975. 
The editorial staff of 1965 is shown here, 

fi-01n left to right: Dorothy Perry, Ann Hage, 
Phyllis Sandstrom, Mwjorie lfreidberg 

and June D. Hobnquist, who letter 
started the Press. 

Maya Lopez-Santamaria went to a 
job interview in 1996 that changed her life 
and helped preserve an important part of 
Minnesota's musical heritage. At the time, 
the Society and the Minnesota State Arts 
Board were seeking someone to document 
music from Minnesota's Mexican-American 

community, and she wanted to do research 
in cultural anthropology. 

Maya took the job and spent the next 
three years studying Minnesota's Mexican 
Americans and their music. The result is 
Musica de la Raza: Mexican and Chicano 
Music in Minnesota, a compact disc and 
accompanying 76-page book released by the 
Minnesota Historical Society Press in May 
1999. "For me personally, it was a process 
that grounded me in the community," she 
said. "Although I had clone field work in 
Chiapas, I hadn't clone research in my 
own community." 

In the process, Maya also became 
a professional musician. She sings with 
Orquesta Sabor Tropical, a 13-piece Latin 
orchestra that performs regularly in 
the Twin Cities and is included on the 

70-minute CD that features 19 recordings 
made between 1950 and 1998. Selections 
on the CD range from traditional religious 
music and love songs to modern rap 
containing Aztec references and language. 

Music is basic to Mexican-American 

culture, but it often has not been preserved 
because many people, especially migrant 
workers and their descendants, lacked the 

money and recording equipment, Maya says. 
Musica de la Raza is the fifth compact 

disc/booklet combination in the Minnesota 
Musical Traditions series co-sponsored by 
the Society and the Arts Board. The series 
presents recordings of Minnesota musicians 
and interprets their work historically and 
culturally. Other volumes in the series 
focus on the music of the Ojibwe, African 
Americans, Norwegian Americans and 
Minnesota polka music. 
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The Minnesota Historical. Society Press sold 

86,732 items this year, an increase of nearly 

12 percent. The list of active titles includes 

150 books, plus posters, maps, fine art prints, 

a textbook·and: non-print formats· such as vide_o­

tapes, audiocassettes and mus~c comp~ct discs. 
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The Society's publishing program has grown in quality, variety and 

quantity since it began, shortly after the Society was founded. 

More than 190 items are now in print, along with Minnesota 

History magazine, video and audio tapes, music compact discs, 

posters and fine art prints. Publication and research program topics 

reflect the scope of subjects of interest to the Society, ranging 

from State Capitol murals to African American communities in the 

Twin Cities to the history of the territorial period. 

Accomplishments 
Among the Press's publications in the last year were: 

• Making Minnesota Territory, 1849-1858, edited by Anne R. Kaplan and 
Marilyn Ziebarth; essays reassessing the events and meaning of Minnesota's 
territorial period. 

• Map of Minnesota Territory, 1850; a 3 x 5-inch, 16-page facsimile of an immigrant 
guide and four-color map in the Society's collections, which was used to 
encourage settlers to come to Minnesota. 

• Musica de la Raza: Mexican and Chicano Music in Minnesota, by Maya L6pez­
Santamarfa; a compact disc accompanied by a book about music in Minnesota's 
Mexican and Chicano communities. 

• Frederick Manfred: A Daughter Remembers, by Freya Manfred; a daughter's 
memoir of the artistic life and last days of her father. 



• Building Community, Keeping the Faith: German Catholic Vernacular Architecture 
in a Rural Minnesota Parish, by Fred W. Peterson, which won a prize in the history 
category of the Minnesota Center for the Book's 1999 Minnesota Book Awards. 

• Shaping My Feminist Life, by Kathleen C. Ridder; a publication of the Midwest 
Reflections memoir series, which tells the strong and clear-voiced story of this 
prominent Minnesotan. 

• Women of Minnesota, Selected Biographical Essays (revised edition), edited by 
Barbara Stuhler and Gretchen Kreuter; charts the accomplishments of prominent 
Minnesota women. 

• Barefoot on Crane Island, by Marjorie Myers Douglas; a reminiscence of summers 
spent on Lake Minnetonka in the 1920s. 

• Minnesota History, sent to the more than 16,000 members of the Society and nearly 
600 subscribers, increased its newsstand distribution throughout Minnesota by 
40 percent. Among its topics were Minnesota Swedes who founded an agricultural 
colony in Cuba and the Crispus Attucks Home, an orphanage and old-age home 
serving St. Paul's African American community. 

• Northern Lights, the Society's sixth-grade curriculum and textbook, has been 
used in 60 percent of Minnesota school districts. It is being revised for a new 
generation of students. 

• African American Stories in Minnesota, a fourth-grade curriculum kit about 
individual African American Minnesotans, will be available for classroom use 
during the school year 1999-2000. 

• The monthly newsletter, The Minnesota History Interpreter and its quarterly 
companion, the Minnesota Preservation Planner, were distributed to 2,400 
historical organizations and libraries. 

• Eighteen research grants were awarded this year, including one to the History of 
Norwegians in the Twin Cities project, co-sponsored by the Norwegian-American 
Historical Association and the Society. Other recipients probed a range of subjects 
from railroad towns in the Red River Valley to the introduction of carp into 
Minnesota's waters. 



A Message from the President 

As we celebrate this, our 
sesquicentennial year, your 
Minnesota Historical Society is 
stronger and more vibrant than 
ever. It is widely recognized as 
the premier state historical society 
in the nation. Thanks to the 
foresight of our founders and the 
countless contributions of our 
citizens over the years, we have 
continued to grow and to bring the 
stories of Minnesota's past to life 

for people throughout the state 
and beyond. 

As we look hack over a century 
and a half of service and ahead to 
a hopeful new millennium, this is a 
moment to recognize the thousands 
of people who have contributed to 
the Society's success. As president, 

I am honored to serve with the 
dedicated members of the Executive 
Council, and grateful for the 
outstanding work of our dynamic 
director Nina Archahal and the 
Society's excellent staff. 

On behalf of the Society, I 
say thank you to our more than 
16,000 members for your continuing 
support, to the many generous 

donors who make our work 
possible, and to Minnesota's 
governor and legislature for their 
ongoing support of our work. 
Together, we have built a strong 
Minnesota Historical Society that 
stands ready to serve the people of 
our state in the next century and 
for many generations to come. 

Richard T. Murphy, Sr. 
President 



Minnesota Historical Society • 1999 Annual Report 

Condensed Balance Sheet 

Year ended June 30, 1999 (000's omitted) 

(with summarized information as of June 30, 1998) 

Unrestricted Temporarily Restricted 

Cash and investments 

Receivables 

Museum shop inventories 

Property and equipment, net 

Total assets 

Payables and accrued liabilities 

Net assets: 

Unrestricted 

Temporarily restricted 

Permanently restricted 

Total net assets 

Total liabilities and net assets 

Undesignated 

$ 2,597 

300 

722 

-

$ 3,619 

$ 624 

2,995 

-

-

2,995 

$ 3,619 

Board 
Designated 

Plant Fund Endowment 

$ - $14,240 

- -

- -

64,066 -

$64,066 $14,240 

$ - $ 93 

64,066 $14,147 

- -

- -

64,066 14,147 

$64,066 $14,240 

These statements are excerpts from the Society's audited financial statements, which are available upon request. 

State 
Appropriations Other 

$ 2,908 $ 9,265 

14,820 4,562 

- -

- -

$17,728 $13,827 

$ 1,939 $ 328 

- -

15,789 13,499 

- -

15,789 13,499 

$17,728 $13,827 

Total 

Permanently 
Restricted 1999 1998 

$ 6,986 $ 35,996 $ 26,366 

160 19,842 9,556 

- 722 693 

- 64,066 65,009 

$ 7,146 $120,626 $101,624 

$ 188 $ 3,172 $ 2,763 

- 81,208 78,420 

- 29,288 14,882 

6,958 6,958 5,559 

6,958 117,454 98,861 

$ 7,146 $120,626 $101,624 



Support and revenue 

Support 
Private contributions 
Federal grants 
State agency grants 
County and other grants 
State appropriations 

Total support 

Revenue: 
History Center auxiliary services 
Historic sites admissions 
Historic sites stores sales 
Membership 
Publi~ation sales 
Management fees 
Museum program fees 
Other sales and fees 
Investment earnings 

Total revenue 

Total support and revenue 

Net assets released from program restrictions 

Total support, revenue and net assets 
released from program restrictions 

Minnesota Historical Society • 1999 Annual Report 

Statement of Activities 

Year ended June 30, 1999 (000's omitted) 

(with summarized information as of June 30, 1998) 

Unrestricted Temporarily Restricted 
Board 

Designated State 
Undesignated Plant Fund Endowment Appropriations Other 

$ 474 $ - $ - $ - $ 5,612 
- - - - 1,003 
- - - - 543 
- - - - 96 
- - - 35,204 -

474 0 0 35,204 7,254 

1,103 - - - -

1,175 - - - -

837 - - - -

540 - - - -

639 - - - -

72 - - - -

233 - - - -

797 - 14 - -

738 - 3,308 - 681 

6,134 0 3,322 0 681 

6,608 0 3,322 35,204 7,935 

28,590 143 - (25,933) (2,800) 

35,198 143 3,322 9,271 5,135 

Total 

Permanently 
Restricted 1999 1998 

$ 1,241 $ 7,327 $ 3,099 
- 1,003 869 
- 543 684 
- 96 122 
- 35,204 22,853 

1,241 44,173 27,627 

- 1,103 1,118 
- 1,175 976 
- 837 798 
- 540 532 
- 639 580 
- 72 140 
- 233 193 
- 811 756 

158 4,885 4,974 

158 10,295 10,067 

1,399 54,468 37,694 

- - -

1,399 54,468 37,694 

(continued on following page) 



(continued from previous page) 

Expenses 

Program services: 
Library collections and archival services 
Publications and research 
Museum operations, exhibits and education 
Historic sites, field programs and 

State Historic Preservation Office 
History Center 

Total program services 

Supporting services: 
Management and general 
Development and membership 

Total supporting services 

Total expenses 

Increase (decrease) in net assets 

Net assets at beginning of year 

Net assets at end of year 

Minnesota Historical Society • 1999 Annual Report 

Statement of Activities 

Year ended June 30, 1999 (000's omitted) 

( with summa1;ized information as of June 30, 1998) 

Unrestricted Temporarily Restricted 
Board 

Designated State 
Undesignated Plant Fund Endowment Appropriations Other 

$ 7,423 $ 267 $ - $ - $ -

1,518 10 - - -

5,963 274 - - -

10,567 129 - - -

3,050 388 - - -

28,521 1,068 0 0 0 

5,620 16 - - -

648 2 - - -

6,268 18 0 0 0 

34,789 1,086 0 0 0 

409 (943) 3,322 9,271 5,135 

2,586 65,009 10,825 6,518 8,364 

$ 2,995 $64,066 $14,147 $15,789 $13,499 

Total 

Permanently 
Restricted 1999 1998 

$ - $ 7,690 $ 6,877 
- 1,528 1,495 
- 6,237 6,098 

- 10,696 9,269 
- 3,438 3,312 

0 29,589 27,051 

- 5,636 5,233 
- 650 438 

0 6,286 5,671 

0 35,875 32,722 

1,399 18,593 4,972 

5,559 98,861 93,889 

$ 6,958 $117,454 $98,861 



• The Society's members, friends, corporations and 

foundations provided $ 7 .8 million in funding for the 

Society's capital campaign and for on~going programs, 

up from $3.6 million in 1998. 

• During Fiscal Year 1999, the Society generated $10.3 

million of income from revenue~producing activities 

compared to $10 .1 million the prior year. Historic 

Sites admissions and stores sales were up 13 percent. 

• Society membership, at over 16,000, continues to 

make the Minnesota Historical Society the largest 

state historical society in the country. 

• Nearly 1,450 volunteers and interns contributed 

more than 39,000 hours of service to the Society. 

• Fifty percent of the Society's Fiscal Year 1999 

budget was for salaries and benefits. 

• The technology appropriation enabled the Society 

to reach 500,000 'visitors' through our website, 

www.mmhs.org. This is up from 204,000 last year. 

• The Society's permanently restricted endowment 

increased 25% from $5.5 million to $6.9 million. 

Minnesota Historical Society • 1999 Annual Report 

Vea r End Highl ights 

for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1999 

• Percentage of Expenses by Program Area 

History Center 9.6% - ----­

Administration, Support 
and Technology 17.5% 

Publications and Research 4.3% / 

Museum Operations 17.4% ----------

Historic Sites and 
_- Statewide Outreach 29.8% 

~ Library Collections 21.4% 

• Sources of Support and Revenue 

Earned Income 18.9% -----------­

Federal, State and County 
Grants and Contracts 3% 

Support from Individuals, / 
Corporations and Foundations 13.5% 

/ State Appropriations 64.6% 



Governing Board and Management Staff 

GOVERNING BOARD Kennon V. Rothchild E. Neil Mattson Education 
As of]une 30, 1999 Janet R. Shapiro Mary Ann McCoy Carol Schreider 

Eugene C. Sit Walter F. Mondale 
Paul A Verret Louis M. Moore Exhibits 

Officers Eleanor C. Winston George Morrison Daniel Spock 
Thomond R. O'Brien 

Richard T. Murphy Sr. John Parker Museum Collections 
President Ex-Officio Council Paul L. Parker Marcia Anderson 

Members Gordon Parks 
Sylvia C. Kaplan Julien V. Petit Public Relations and Marketing 

Vice President Governor Dean B. Randall Laurie M. Brickley 
Jesse Ventura Curtis L. Roy 

Donald C. Mcllrath Ramedo J. Saucedo Assistant Director, 
Vice President Lieutenant Governor Vicenta D. Scarlett Library and Archives 

Mae Schunk Rodney N. Searle Lila J. Goff 
William C. Melton James P. Shannon 

Vice President Secretary of State Robert J. Sivertsen Acquisitions and 
Mary Kiffmeyer George A Smith Curatorial Collections 

Joseph S. Micallef F. L. Spanier James E. Fogerty 
Vice President Attorney General Harold E. Stassen 

Mike Hatch Walter N. Trenerry Conservation 
Raymond A Reister Emily Anne Tuttle Sherelyn Ogden 

Vice President State Auditor Vernell Wabasha 
Judith Dutcher Lyman E. Wakefield Processing 

Nina M. Archabal Lorenzo D. Williams Michael J. Fox 
Secretary State T-reasurer John J. Wood 

Carol Johnson Reference 
Bruce W. Bean Denise Carlson 

Treasurer MANAGEMENT STAFF 
Honorary Council State Archives 
Members Director Robert Horton 

Executive Council Nina M. Archabal 
Elmer L. Andersen Assistant Director, 

Arnold C. Anderson Norbert Arnold Archaeology Finance and Administration 
Lowell C. Anderson Edward W. Asplin Robert Clouse Charles W. Lawrence 
D. H. Ankeny Jr. Sam Barr 
Charles W. Amason Mrs. Stephen R. Brodwolf Historic Preservation, Finance 
Annette Atkins Marney B. Brooks Field Services and Grants Deborah Mayne 
Sharon L. Avent Thomas C. Buckley Britta Bloomberg 
Gretchen U. Beito Mary Griggs Burke Human Resources 
Brenda J. Child Clarke A Chambers Historic Sites Pat Gaarder 
Tobin Dayton Jean M. Chesley Rachel Tooker 
Charlton Dietz Carl H. Chrislock Information Technology 
Roland P. Dille Hiram M. Drache Legislative Liaison Rose Sherman 
Carl B. Drake Jr. Elizabeth S. Driscoll David Kelliher 
James S. Griffin Jeanne Dunsworth Institutional Services 
Jean L. Harris Ardene L. Flynn Director of Development James Froeber 
Marshall R. Hatfield Theodore R. Fritsche Mark Haidet 
Karen A Humphrey Rhoda R. Gilman 
Lucy R. Jones Margaret L. Gunther Publications and Research 
Lois E. Josefson Rosalie H. Hall Greg Britton 
Martha H. Kaemmer Robert E. Hess 
David A Koch Roy 0. Hoover Assistant Director, Museums 
Elizabeth S. MacMillan Lucile M. Kane Maureen Otwell 
Fred Perez Robert Loeffler 
Peter R. Reis Rodney C. Loehr 



Society Donors 

The people of CORPORATIONS, Mervyn's California Elizabeth C. Quinlan The Prudential Insurance KFAI 90.3 FM 106.7FM 
FOUNDATIONS AND Red Wing Shoe Company Foundation, Inc. Company of America KOOL 108 

Minnesota generously ORGANIZATIONS Foundation Rahr Foundation South Washington Kruskopf Olson Advertising 
Tozer Foundation The Resource Companies County Schools KS95 FM 

support the Society Women's Organization of Tapemark Company Saum Community Club La Prensa de Minnesota 
$10,000+ the Minnesota Historical B. C. Younger & Sowles Properties Limited Lifetime Fitness 

through appropriations Society Associates, Inc. Partnership Mesaba Airlines 

made by the Legislature 
The Cargill Foundation Wells Fargo Historical Midwest Outdoor 
George A MacPherson Fund Services Advertising 

and approved by the 
George W. Neilson $1,000-2,499 $250-$499 Minneapolis Spokesman 

Foundation 3M 

Governor. In addition E. M. Pearson Foundation Arrowhead Regional American Crystal Sugar Matching Gifts Minnesota Monthly 
Quaker Hill Foundation Arts Council Company Minnesota Parent 

to state support, we Target Stores The Bayport Foundation American Legion Post 259 American Express Minnesota Women's Press 
Touchstone Energy Partners Bemis Company Crown Holdings, Inc. Foundation The Point 104.1 

gratefully acknowledge Foundation Delta Kappa Gamma Society Automatic Data Processing Radio Disney 
Dellwood Foundation, Inc. International The BFGoodrich Company Nicollet Island Inn 

the following donors $5,000-9,999 First Farmers & Merchants The Hubert H. Humphrey Deluxe Foundation Radisson Hotel St. Paul 
National Bank Foundation IBM Corporation Saint Paul Hotel 

who have generously ADC Telecommunications H. B. Fuller Company Mills Fleet Farm Kemper Insurance Saint Paul Pioneer Press 
American Express Minnesota Mayo Foundation New Century Club Companies Saint Paul Saints 

supported our ongoing Philanthropic Program The Medtronic Foundation Norwest Financial Center Lutheran Brotherhood St. Paul Recorder 
on behalf of American Minnesota Women Owatonna The McGraw-Hill Schumacher's New 

programs and special Express Financial Lawyers, Inc. Old Republic National Companies, Inc. Prague Hotel 

projects this year. 
Advisors, Inc. and Th~ National Grange Title Insurance Co. Marquette Capital Target Stores 
American Express Travel National Society of Remmele Engineering, Inc. Bank, N .A. The Toro Foundation 
Related Services Co., Inc. Colonial Dames Michaud Cooley Erickson Transtop 

Katherine B. Andersen Northern States Power Co. Pfizer, Inc. Virtual Media 
Fund of The Saint Paul Upper Midwest Industries $100-249 Quaker Hill Foundation WCCO Radio 830 
Foundation The St. Paul Companies, Inc. WLTE 103 

General Mills Foundation Brainerd Daily Dispatch Southways Foundation 
Lutheran Brotherhood $500-999 The Building Restoration U.S. Bancorp 
3M Corporation US WEST Foundation Volunteer Groups 
Minnesota Mutual Anchor Bank, N. A . Cambridge State Bank 

Foundation Ancker Nurses Alumnae Collins Buckley Sauntry 3M CARES 
Margaret Rivers Fund Association & Haugh In-Kind Contributions Daytons DRIVE 
St. Croix Foundation Briggs and Morgan Fund G & K Services General Mills Retirement 
Star Tribune of Chancery Lane Gannett Foundation, Inc. Advertising Federation PLUS 
Wilsons The Leather Experts Foundation Garlock-French Roofing of Minnesota H.B. Fuller 

Federated Insurance Corp. Bibelot Shops NSP PIPS 
Foundation H. M. Smyth Company, Inc. Barbara Br~wn Pillsbury Golden 

$2,500-4,999 Hammel Green and Hennepin County Chanhassen Dinner Ambassadors 
Abrahamson, Inc. Home Council Theatres RSVP (Retired and Seniors 

Allianz Life Insurance Co. International Dairy Queen IBM Corporation Connexus Energy Volunteer Program) 
The Andersen Foundation Leonard, Street and Deinard ISO 834-Stillwater Frogtown Times St. Paul Companies RVP 
Connexus Energy McGough Construction Bank of Maple Plain Michael Hudson, Ltd. Women's Organization of 
Deluxe Corporation Company Minnesota Genealogical Inn On Lake Superior the Minnesota Historical 

Foundation Minnesota Monthly Society Jackpot Junction Casino/Hotel Society 



Society Donors 

NORTH STAR CIRCLE The MAHADH Fund of William C. Melton and Louise B. Christianson Pierson M. and Florence B. Noel Foundation 

HRK Foundation Jane M. Zimmerman Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Grieve Family Fund of Timothy and Gayle Ober 

The North Star Circle was Casey Albert T. O'Neil , James E. Robasse Chute The Saint Paul Foundation Cole Oehler 

established this year to recognize Foundation John and Lois Rogers Betty Jayne and Kenneth Mr. and Mrs. Preston C. Lawrence M. and Elizabeth 

and celebrate donors making Eugene C. and Gail V. Sit Dahlberg Haglin Ann O'Shaughnessy 

gifts of $1,000 or more to Partner Henry N. Sornsen John and Martha Daniels Mark and Kathryn Haidet Charitable Income Trust 

the Society's Annual Fund. Gene and Gretchen Beito H . E. and Helen R. Warren Edwin W. and Catherine M. Rosalie Heffelfinger Hall in Honor of Lawrence M. 

One hundred twenty nine The James Ford Bell Foundation Davis Foundation John and Lucy Hartwell O'Shaughnessy 

charter members are counted Foundation Mark and Mary Davis Marshall and Elizabeth Constance S. Otis 

among the group. Alfred and Ingrid Lenz Patron Mrs, Donald C. Dayton Hatfield Sally and George Pillsbury 

Harrison Anonymous John and Arlene Dayton Douglas R. Heidenreich Raymond A. and Ruth Reister 

Benefits associated with John and Ruth Huss John and Catherine Agee Judson and Elisabeth Dayton Mr. and Mrs. John S. Holl Richard E. Riis 

North Star Circle membership Elsie A. Keasling Ray and Karen Ames Kenneth and Judy Dayton Thomas and Patricia Mr. and Mrs. Walter S. 

include a complimentary Barbara and David Koch Elmer L. and Eleanor J. Mary Lee and Wallace Dayton Holloran Rosenberry, III 

membership in the Society, Marbrook Foundation Andersen Robert J. and Joan L. Dayton Margaret S. Hubbs Ken and Nina Rothchild 

year-long public recognition, Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Tony Andersen Ruth and Bruce Dayton Art and Martha Kaemmer Curt and Joan Roy 
and invitations to special Murphy, Sr. Midge and Lowell Anderson Cy and Paula DeCosse Fund of HRK Foundation Earl S. and Barbara Flanagan 
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