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Minnesota River Valley 
National Scenic Byway 

The UMVRDC has been providing staffing and fiscal services to the byway since 1996. The Minnesota River Valley National Scenic 
Byway (MRVSB) is a partnership of committed individuals from the 287-mile byway corridor, representing a variety of interests 
including chambers of commerce, various attractions and historic sites, state parks, local and state governmental bodies, private 
businesses, and concerned individuals. 

The Byway plays an important role in linking and promoting historical sites and stories to better tell the history of the Minnesota 
River Valley through a variety of efforts, including its programs, website, roadside signs, brochures, and other marketing materials. 

% � Advertised in the Minnesota State Visitors Guide. 

% � Advertised videos on Pioneer Public TV and KSMQ Public TV. 

% � Worked on three Byway Orientation Maps. 

% � Continue to update the byway website and Facebook Page. 

% � Continue to work on the Byway Partnership Grant to complete itineraries. 

% � Completed three itineraries featured in the new visitors guide: Dakota Language 
Tour, Wacipi Guide, and Ice, Rock, and Water 

Western Minnesota Prairie Waters 
Regional Marketing 
Western Minnesota Prairie Waters is a regional marketing effort promoting the four 
counties of Chippewa, Lac qui Parle, Yellow Medicine, Swift, and their communities. The 
purpose is to promote the area as a great place to visit, work, and live by highlighting the 
region's natural, cultural, scenic, historic assets, and lifestyle. The program is managed 
by the UMVRDC and is funded by counties, cities, chambers, and economic development 
organizations in the region. 

The 2023 Prairie Waters Members include Chippewa County, Montevideo/CVS, Milan, 
Swift County, Benson, Kerkhoven, Appleton, Lac qui Parle County, Dawson, Madison, 
Yellow Medicine County, Canby, Clarkfield, and Granite Falls/EDA. 

DID YOU ,' 
KNOW? -, 

\ 

Downtown Montevideo you'll find 
Jose Artigas, the national hero of 
Uruguay who has stood guard over 
this small Minnesota town 

for 62 years. 

Regional Website: www.prairiewaters.com The website is a one-stop-shop that includes information on employment 
opportunities, housing, education, healthcare, child care, things to do, etc. 

Co-sponsored Community Events: Worked with the Madison Chamber to sponsor four Christmas movies throughout the 
month of December at the Grand Theater in Madison. Worked with the City of Dawson in sponsoring a Christmas event -
sponsored hot dogs, smores, and hot chocolate. 

Advertising: Prairie Waters received a $10,000 grant in 2022, and a $2,500 grant in 2023 through Explore Minnesota Tourism 
to spend locally on advertising our communities and events. 

Live & Work Here: The Prairie Waters website and social media pages highlight the region's lifestyle with information on the 
following: housing, healthcare, education, child care, cost of living, and things to do. The website also includes information 
on employment opportunities, technology/ broadband services, site selector, start/expand a business, and more. 

Guide Distribution: Distributed guides through the communities to businesses, chambers and encouraged employers to 
utilize the guides for workforce recruitment. The guides are also displayed in the visitor kiosk at the Mall of America, and 
available in a digital format. 

Job Listings 
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Low cost of li ving After Hours 

Maintenance Technician - PURIS Prote ins -
Dawson, MN 

PU.RIS Pro1eini- I Daw.son, MN I Posted Por.ted :S monttii: ago 

Ab hty to understund and 'WOt"k from compte"X mechanical and electrical diag@m-s, 
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Condition s Based Monitoring (CBM) Lead -
PURIS Proteins - Dawson , MN 
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Get Rural 
Workforce Recruitment 
Created a toolkit that includes lifestyle 
information for an employer to send to a 
potential new employee as a welcoming 
package. 

Created a new widget on the Prairie Waters 
website that pulls local employment 
opportunities from multiple different online 
job boards and local employers to one 
location where a user can filter by keywords, 
employer, and/or location. In addition, we 
launched a four-month Google Adwords 
marketing campaign to drive users to the 
new web page. 

Learn more about the region at https:// 
prairiewaters.com/ 

% � 
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Upper Minnesota Valley ® REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION 

Helping Communities Prosper 

323 W. Schlieman Ave, Appleton, MN 56208 
320-289-1981 

www.umvrdc.org 
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