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Message from the Chair of the Metropolitan Council

The new economic realities of regional competition requite us to become a world
class region, with an economic base and livable communities that compete with
the quality of life of places anywhere in the world.

To build communities that work -- to make this region one of the best places to
live, work, raise a family and do business -- the Governor asked us to change
business as usual. The Council chose to focus on problem-solving and
collaborating with communities and stakeholders, and just as important, to
engage citizens in an ongoing dialogue in shaping growth for the future.

In 2001, we made important strides in building a new consensus about how, not

\ - if, this region will grow in the future. For the past few years, Council members
Ted Mondale appointed by Governor Jesse Ventura have been forging a new regional
approach that aligns planning, policy and program development, and investment
to support cities. The result is community-based planning initiatives to reshape regional policies, with incentives to
implement policies that support smarter and successful future growth.

Council members ate collaborating with citizens, cities, community groups, businesses and developets to outline a
new regional growth strategy focused on integrating transportation, development and environmental protection to
suppott our quality of life. The strategy will:

Increase lifecycle and affordable housing;

Preserve and protect natural resources;

Support rural communities and preserve agticultural lands;

Provide greater transportation choices linked to development patterns and jobs;

Reinvest in fully developed and older communities;

Invest in new, developing communities; and

Focus growth and redevelopment in urban and rural centers and along corridors.

Where do we go from here? Despite our successes - the Family Affordable Housing Program being heralded as a
national model by the Chicago Tribune, the Riverview Cortidor busway taking shape -- the Metropolitan Council
and our partners have taken on the challenge to deliver three major policy initiatives by the end of 2002:

First, a new strategy for how this region grows in the future:
The challenge is to match up policy changes and investments to integrate housing, transportation, development
and environment to support more livable communities.

Second, a comprehensive catalog of the region's most important natural resoutces:
The Natural Resources Inventory is a tool for determining what to preserve and protect, and how to integrate these
natural resources with growth. Natural assets such as our waterways and the Mississippi River, regional patks, open

spaces and natural areas such as wetlands and rural lands are essential elements of the quality of life this region
holds dear.

Third, a clear road map and implementation plan -- Blueprint 2030 -- to tackle challenges of how the region
will develop in ways that preserve quality of life and economic base and provide focus on implementation of short
and long-term strategies for economic growth, building communities and strengthening envitonmental preservation.

We can and must join together to continue collaborations to make these initiatives a reality to achieve more livable
communities as patt of our legacy for our children and grandchildren.
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® Ground breaking for Minnesota's fifst Bgh-rMP 55155
transit line, located in the Hiawatha Cortidor

@ Council adopts updated transportation policies with
Smatt Growth focus

FEBRUARY

@ Council awards $828,000 in competitive Metro-
Environment Partnership grants to improve the
quality of the region's lakes and rivers

MARCH

@ Release of 2000 census figures shows Twin Cities
tegion's population passes 2.6 million; central
cities grow for first time in four decades; reinvest-
ment strategies recognized as important factor

APRIL

@ First four subutban cities sign coopetation agteements
with Council's Family Affordable Housing
Program, paving way for purchase of up to 75
homes for affordable rental housing

@ Public wastewater services continue uninterrupted
despite neat-record-high floodwaters

@ 150 community leaders gather for the kickoff
"subregional" planning workshop for the Smart
Growth Twin Cities project. Participants develop
scenarios for how the region will accommodate
500,000 mote people by 2020

@ Residents of the Hartiet Island/District Del Sol atea
attend first of six Smart Growth Twin Cities
opportunity site workshops to plan redevelopment
for mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly and transit-
accessible neighborhoods

@ Council launches solicitation for $75 million in
transportation grants for 2005-06

@ Council and Buildets Association issue joint land
use study

@ Metro Transit ridership tises 2.2 petcent in first half of
2001, sixth fastest-growing ridership among
nation's large bus systems

* McKnight Foundation awards Council $300,000 to
implement development plans and open space
protection along Mississippi River between St. Paul
and Hastings

@ Twin Cities residents say transportation, primarily

congestion, is single most important problem
facing the region '

@ Metro Transit implements largest service restructuring
in its history with major route revisions in the
Nottheast Metro

LEGISLATIVE Rerenevoe LIBRARY

JULY

@ Legislature shifts transit funding from propetty tax to
sales tax on buying new motor vehicles, linking tax to
vehicle ownets, not homeowners

AUGUST

@ Ground breaking for first Hiawatha LRT station at
38th St. and Hiawatha Ave., one of 17 stations along
11.6-mile line

@ Minnesota Pollution Control Agency grants permit;
paves way for construction of state-of-the-art
incinerators at Metro Wastewater Treatment Plant
that reduce emissions, improve sludge processing

@ First of six wotkshops held in region's tural area to
hear local input on strategies to preserve farmland
and maintain rural character for Blueprint 2030,
regional Smart Growth action plan

@ St Croix Valley Wastewater Treatment Plant named best
medium-sized plant in nation by U.S. EPA

| SEPTEMBER [

@ Council releases policy issues framework for
Blueprint 2030

@ Region's newest bus garage opens on St. Paul's East
Side; accommodates 185 buses, operates 33 routes
and houses 400 employees

@ Council adopts new regional parks and open space plan
with Smatt Growth focus

@ Metro Mobility launches Taxi Ticket program to
imptove access for disabled riders

OCTOBER

@ Metro HRA achieves 100 percent use by low-income
families of Section 8 housing vouchers for affordable
housing, despite tight housing market and low
vacancy tates; milestone last reached in 1996

NOVEMBER

@ First family moves into affordable suburban
rental home through Council's Family Affordable
Housing Program; nine suburban communities
participate, goal is 150 homes

@ Council apptroves route for Riverview Corridor busway
after extensive community input process

DECEMBER

@ Council awards $11.8 million in Smart Growth grants
for water quality projects, polluted site clean-up and
redevelopment, affordable housing and smatt growth
model developments

@ Officials pound in first "spikes" for Hiawatha LRT;
design and construction on schedule and 30 percent
complete at yeat's end

@ Three-year, $20 million budget reduction goal for
competitive wastewater services on target




Provide tools and support so that cities can build
communities where quality of life is first-rate

The Twin Cities region has enjoyed a widely acclaimed quality of
o life because of its broad-based economy, well-prepared
work force, affordable housing, mobility and
transportation options, strong neighborhoods and
revitalized downtowns. But as the region grapples
with a slowing national economy and repositions
to improve its competitiveness, the quality of life
is at stake. Mounting traffic congestion, rising
housing costs and growth pressures in rural
areas are taking a toll on the environment and
natural resources.

The Metropolitan Council is collaborating with
communities and engaging citizens to shape future
growth in ways that strengthen the quality of life and
enable the region to grow smarter. Smart growth
elements include more transportation options, affordable
housing, protecting farm land and open space, and more
walkable neighborhoods, convenient to transit and near jobs.

3 . "Our Hillcrest Village community is an eyesore right now. Yet it is
Eng aging citizens to Shap ¢gr owth made up of hard-working, salt-of-the earth families trying to
The Smart Growth Twin Cities public initiative, with provide a safe, affordable, comfortable place to raise their
funding support from the McKnight Foundation, families. When you.invest ina communi'sy, the b"ar is raised for
brought together community leaders and citizens to s alieitles o oyl vyt Ly
envision how the region should accommodate future Sue Alhiser,
growth and ensure our quality of life. For the Maplewood resident, Hillcrest opportunity site
region-wide phase, about 375 people attended 10
"regional scenatio" workshops, where participants
engaged in an interactive planning exercise to create

"You have given us an opportunity to be dreamers. We've never
had this opportunity before and we thank you."

scenatios for where and how future growth should . oy Israel Bravo,
occur in the east metro, northwest metro and St. Paul resident, District del Sol opportunity site
southwest metro.
In the local phase of the initiative, a partnership with Smart Growth Twin Cities Opportunity Sites
six communities capitalized on site-specific growth opportunities.
Another 400 people attended Opportunity Site workshops and ogramsey Enllotey s
meetings, where participants helped plan walkable, transit-oriented

; : . . Brooklyn Center
neighborhoods with a mix of uses and open space that will serve Pusiness Disteics

as models for other development and redevelopment projects in
the region. The six sites are in St. Paul, St. Paul/Maplewood,
Chaska, St. Anthony, Ramsey and Brooklyn Center. Consultants
Calthorpe Associates used the design alternatives created at the

workshops to produce specific site plans for community review in 2002. Heights o

The results of the initiative will provide input to Blueprint 2030, Chaska
a regional growth action plan.




Focus all the work of Council members and staff to
align resources and achieve smart growth goals

The challenge is clear: how to maintain and enhance
the region's renowned quality of life and economic
competitiveness as 650,000* more people live in the o —— . adlde
region by 2020. Smart growth principles -- providing Sl
choices, protecting the environment, growing the
economy, saving tax dollars and making communities | 2l
more livable - provide the blueprint for future growth e Jﬂﬁﬁ‘? Sty
and development. The Metropolitan Council is aligning its ' '

policies and investments to build communities that work.

*January 2002 forecast
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A new blueprint for growth

A new regional action plan, Blueprint 2030, will be a
comprehensive strategy for regional policy revisions
and new investments, focused on integrating
transportation, development and environmental
protection to support our quality of life. Development
of the strategy will rely upon collaboration with
communities, citizens and stakeholder groups in
shaping policies and putting them into effect.

The strategy will also:

. | » B Increase lifecycle and affordable housing;
“Like many older suburbs, Coon Rapids has Y &
aging or vacated commercial areas that are no B Preserve and protect natural resources;
longer at their highest and best use. B Support rural communities and preserve agricultural
Redeveloping areas that are already well-
served by roads and sewers to create a mix of lands;
housing, shops and services makes great B Provide greater transportation choices linked to

economic and environmental sense for both
our city and the entire region. That's smart
growth.” B Reinvest in fully developed and older communities;

development patterns and jobs;

Lonni McCauley, B Investin new, developing communities; and
Mayor of Coon Rapids ;
. Bot. . B Focus growth and redevelopment in urban and rural
T TR P S AT T e R AR A S e U S e .
centers and along corridors.




The Council is working closely with communities, business
groups, nonprofits and others to help shape development
patterns and public infrastructure to expand choices for
how communities grow, what neighborhoods are like and
how to get around the region. Blueprint 2030 will
incorporate the Council's Smart Growth Twin Cities
initiative, currently engaging citizens and stakeholders in
creating regional growth scenatios and more walkable,
transit-oriented neighborhoods, as well as updated local
comprehensive land-use plans. Of the 193 local plans
required by state law to be reviewed by the Council every 10
years, 190 were submitted and reviews completed by the
end of 2001.

By aligning regional system policies to achieve the Council's
smart growth vision for the region, Blueprint 2030 provides
the framework for a revised environmental policy plan and
updated policy plans for transportation, aviation, and parks
and open space. Housing policies will also be integrated into
Blueprint 2030, which is before the Council for approval in
December 2002.

New reinvestment tools

Reinvesting in older communities is a foundation
of smart growth. But redevelopment is complex
and more costly than greenfield development.
Cities are seeking more tools and technical
assistance. The Council, with support from the
Minneapolis Foundation, is studying potential
mechanisms that will foster smart growth
development and redevelopment through joint
partnerships with cities. A legislative initiative to
implement redevelopment financing is being
considered by the Governot's office.

Principles

Increase lifecycle and affordable housing;
Preserve and protect natural resources;

Support rural communities and presetve
agricultural lands;

Provide greater transportation choices linked to
development pattetns and jobs;

Reinvest in fully developed and older

Land adequate to support growth

Growing demand for housing, combined
with limited sewer capacity in the short-
term and other development constraints,
results in a tight land supply in the short
term. In the long term, there appears to be
an adequate 20-year supply of land to
accommodate forecasted growth, according
to a joint study by the Council and the
Builders Association of the Twin Cities.




Investments spur affordable
housing, job growth

The Council invests regional, state and federal
funds to create affordable housing, job
growth, livable communities and
transportation options, as well as to protect
the environment. The investments help
communities throughout the region make
smart choices about how to develop and
redevelop, and leverage millions of additional
dollars in private and public investment while
providing jobs and business growth.

Livable Communities investments in 2001

m  Affordable housing grants: $1.9 million total to 20
communities to support development, redevelopment and
rehabilitation of rental and ownership housing for households
with low and moderate incomes.

B Smart growth demonstration grants: $7.5 million to six
communities for mixed-use, transit- and pedestrian-friendly
developments that demonstrate efficient growth and
incorporate livability features the public prefers.

B Smart growth opportunity grants: $500,000 to 10 com-
munities to support projects in the predevelopment stage
that show promise as demonstration projects.

B Tax base revitalization grants: $4.4 million to eight
communities to clean up 13 polluted sites for redevelopment
and job creation. Matching funds of $§906,000 for five
projects were put on hold pending state budget decisions.

Environmental grants

B MetroEnvironment Partnership competitive grants:
$1.8 million for local projects to improve the quality of
the region's lakes and rivers. Projects include educational
programs, stormwater runoff management, nonpoint-
source pollution reduction, water quality research and others.

® MetroEnvironment Partnership targeted grants: $1.3
million for projects of regional significance -- water quality
enhancements for Smart Growth Twin Cities opportunity
sites; the regional natural resources inventory; local
environmental planning assistance; implementation of

) alternative stormwater management techniques; and
safety for motorists, bicyclists and siironmental edueation.

pedestrians, and enhance public transit.

In January 2002 the Council anticipates
allocating $75 million in federal trans-
portation funds for local, regional and
state projects designed to reduce conges-

tion and harmful auto emissions, improve




Environmental policies align with regional il il il
growth goals s ol " Vil e
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In 2001 advisory groups, including the Regional Environment
Partnership, helped identify key issues and policy options in re- o S

vamping the regional water resources policies into a broader

Environmental Policy Plan. Environmental policies will align s .

with Blueprint 2030 to promote a strong economy and high ‘ =y
quality of life by accommodating growth, sustaining and -~ =
improving the environment, strengthening community HRE S
vitality, and providing housing and transportation choices. ' ;
o = | i
. o« e . . . " —— i

Environmental policies under discussion include: = ‘f =

B Identify regional natural resources/environmental features o [ ’“1* g 9

to shape growth NSO B ey
B Encourage growth and redevelopment along river cortridors | e =
) Minnesota Office

B  Ensure water supply to meet projected growth of Tourism Phots

B Protect water quality and regional quality of life

B Deliver efficient wastewater collection and treatment 'When | appointed Metropolitan Council

, members, they had to take on a tough regional
B Clean up brownfields for redevelopment and jobs agenda. I'm proud to say that progress s being
B Protect air quahty and reduce noise and odor made on all fronts...essential for healthy, vital
) ) communities and improved service to the public.'
B Investigate alternative energy sources
) ) o . Jesse Ventura,

B Integrate implementation strategies in Blueprint 2030 Governor, State of Minnesota
Natural resources inventory Outcomes:
Preserving natural resoutces is key to the B Resource maps in GIS format available.

continued economic competitiveness, commu- B Identification of regional resoutce priotity ateas including

nity livability and overall quality of life in the
region. Using environmental features to shape
growth, the Council -- in concert with a
number of stakeholders -- is undertaking an

habitat nodes and connecting corridors.

B Identification of resource features that may limit development
(e.g., groundwater recharge areas).

effort to define, analyze and interpret natural B Partner-developed education program on interpretation and
resources in the region. implications of development impacts on natural resources.
A natural resoutces inventory will influence B Technical and financial assistance for local governments to
policies and actions for growth and identify local priority areas and implement protection
environmental protection, as well as for measures.

regional systems like parks and transportation.
Teams of scientists and specialists from several
agencies are conducting the inventory to
ensure scientific soundness and broad input.



Transportation policies support

smart growth

B Updated plan adopted in 2001 after broad
community input.

B Transportation investments targeted to support

and encourage highly livable, mixed-use -

development concentrations with affordable
housing along major transportation corridors and

at key transportation nodes.

B Double the capacity of the transit system by 2020
to reduce congestion, foster more efficient use of
land, preserve open space and farm land, and

protect the region's air quality.

B Leverage local and regional investments to spur

development and redevelopment of livable

neighborhoods where walking, bicycling and street

grids are key elements of community design.

New tools for rural areas

Neatly half of the metropolitan area is made up of open spaces
and agricultural land. The rural area includes prime farmland,
hobby farms, small towns, gravel mining operations, clustered

homes, large-lot estates, and a wealth of natural resources such

as wetlands, woodlands and lakes.

With increasing population in
the region, the rural area is
experiencing more development
pressure. In a 2001 Twin Cities

Rural Policy Highlights:

Policies are being formulated for rural centets,
permanent agriculture areas and a diverse rural
area. Likely outcomes:

B Growth of rural centers along regional transportation
corridors will be encouraged to maximize existing
public investment.

B Rural centers will absorb most of rural growth to
relieve pressure on agriculture and protect ecologically
sensitive areas.

B Financial assistance may be provided to centers that
help meet regional growth goals.

W Strengthened protection will be considered for prime
agricultural land, including the possibility of purchase
of ag conservation easements.

B A wider range of density patterns for rural areas will
be considered.

The Council approved a series of work group
recommendations regarding the management of
aggregate resources in the region. Among them,
the Council will consider incentives to
communities for supplying the region with
aggregate -- a critical ingredient for redevelop-
ment and economic growth -- including seeking
legislation to authorize communities that allow
mining and quarrying to locally collect and use
revenues from a host-community fee.

area survey, 28 percent of
residents voiced preference for
a small-town type of lifestyle,
although only 15 percent actuall
live in rural areas. '

The Council's Rural Issues Work
Group in 2001 instituted

a county dialogue and began to
formulate new policies to serve
rural communities, and preserve
the region's rural character and its
natural resources. Input came
from rural residents across the
tegion in a series of workshops.




Parks policies emphasize natural
resoutce protection

Parks and open space provide tangible benefits to the quality of
life and create a magnet for economic development. In 2001 the
Council, working with the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space
Commission, adopted its updated Regional Recreation Open
Space Policy Plan. The policies align with the Council's smart
growth goals. New policies include:

W Siting new parks and trails with priority on protecting lands
with important natural resource features rather than
recreation potential.

B Park master plans must include a natural resources inventory
and spending proposals to restore degraded natural resources.

B Improved integration of patk system goals with goals for
housing, transportation and other local and regional issues.

B Water quality protection in parks through enhancement of
native vegetation, best management practices and public
education.

In 2001 the Minnesota Legislature appropriated $5.6 million from
the Environmental Trust Fund for capital improvements to the
regional parks system. The funds, combined with neatly $3.8 million
in regional bonds issues by the Council, will be used to finance:

B The first phase of reconstruction of Como Patk Consetvatory's
fern and growing houses.

B A visitor building, utilities, parking area, trails, relocation of an
equestrian center and other improvements at Bunker Hills
Regional Park in Anoka County.

Completion of three sections of North Hennepin Regional Trail.

Thirteen additional projects in Bloomington and Minneapolis,
and in Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey and Washington counties.

An updated version of the
Council's informative,
colorful regional parks

map and brochure is now

available. The map
features regional parks
and trails, as well as state
and federal park and
conservation lands across
the seven-county region.

Preserving parkland and open space
is a key principle of smart growth. In
2000, people made an estimated
29.3 million visits to the Twin Cities
regional system of 44 parks and
park reserves, four special recreation
areas and 20 regional trails.




Provide high-quality, cost-effective services

Growing smarter is about reinvesting in older communities
and encouraging growth along transportation corridors
already served by sewers. This helps preserve open
RS space and saves tax dollars by making efficient use of
' public investments.

The Metropolitan Council is committed to
providing high-quality, cost-effective wastewater
treatment and transit services, and to expand and
support efforts to create affordable housing
opportunities throughout the region. Meeting these
goals improves the region’s competitiveness in the
global economy, protects the environment and
enhances our quality of life.

Affordable housing
Affordable housing is core to a strong economy. Without
‘The Metropolitgn Council has been way ahead of the affordable housing for people of all ages and incomes --
game in addressing the affordable housing crisis. including essential workers like teachers, police, and
Cities have to get on board-we've got to start doing nursing aides -- jobs go unfilled and community vitality
sy _ suffers. People need choices so they can continue to live
Tom Ryan, Mayor of Blaine in their community through life changes, as students,

young working families, and older people.

e

The Council works closely with communities, housing
authorities, state and federal agencies, nonprofit partners
and builders to expand the supply of affordable housing
in the region. When the Council considers grant
applications for transportation, brownfield cleanup and
other funding, communities that are making significant
efforts to develop affordable housing have an advantage.
The Council also uses Livable Communities funds to
provide gap financing for affordable housing
developments.




Injrastuciure

m Family affordable housing

Under the Family Affordable Housing Program, moderate- and low-income families move into homes owned by the

Council's Housing and Redevelopment Authority (Metro HRA). In 2001, the Council worked with cities to approve a

total of 150 units in nine suburban communities in Anoka, Hennepin and Ramsey Counties for rental by moderate- and
low-income families.

Additional units are targeted for purchase by
April 2002 with families moved in by August.
Seventy percent of the units are earmarked for
families from Minneapolis; the remainder will be
leased to families on the Metro HRA waiting list
from suburbs across the region. A professional
property management firm manages the housing
leases and properties.

m Housing choice vouchers

For the first time in recent years, the Metro
HRA in 2001 achieved full use of available
federal Section 8 housing choice vouchers by
low income individuals and families - despite
record low vacancy rates and escalating housing
costs in the region. This means that 2,400 new
families have located stable housing, increasing
the federal government's investment in the
region by more than $8 million a year.

Challenged by market conditions, the HRA increased outreach to property owners, and secured new partnerships with
them, resulting in more housing choice vouchers for families that wetre on waiting lists. Rent standards were increased
so vouchers were competitive with market-rate costs.

The Council setves mote than 5,500
low-income seniors, families and
people with disabilities in Anoka,
Carver, and suburban Hennepin and
Ramsey counties through the program.
Federal funding for Metro HRA is an
estimated $32 million for 2002.

® Achieving fair housing
practices

The Council collaborated with cities
and counties in the region to identify
bartiers to fair housing. A report
specified public and private sector
policies that need to be changed to
eliminate the barriers.




Transit on track in 21

The Twin Cities’ first new bus garage in more than a decade
opened on St. Paul’s East Side. The East Metro Transit Facility
accommodates up to 185 buses, operates 33 bus routes, and houses
more than 400 drivers, mechanics and other employees.

The 94-year-old Snelling Garage closed. It will be razed and rede-
veloped in a joint effort between the Council and the city of St. Paul.
A 100-bus garage will be part of the new mixed-use development.

Planning is underway for an exclusive busway in the Northwest Corridor, from downtown Minneapolis along
County Hwy. 81 to Osseo and beyond to Rogers. The project starts with broad support from elected officials,
businesses and residents along the alignment.

A new transit hub opened in the Minneapolis Uptown neighborhood, which generates the fourth largest transit
traffic in the region. The hub features a bus layover area and heated/air conditioned shelters for passengers. The
Hubbard Marketplace Transit Station in Robbinsdale also opened in 2001. The station is the transfer point for four
Metro Transit routes and is located near shops, offices and housing.

Metro Transit ridership was strong for the first half of 2001, up 2.2 percent from the previous year, the sixth fastest-
growing ridership among the nation’s large bus systems. Ridership on Council regular-route contract transit
service was up 2.5 percent in the same period. A 25-cent fare hike on July 1 caused ridership to drop in subsequent
months, ranging from 2.5 to 2.8 petcent lower than a year previous. Ridership also dropped dramatically the week of
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Fifty-one employers with a total of 69,000 employees offered discounted annual bus passes to their
employees through the Council’s Metropass program. The passes are tax-deductible for employers and cut demand for
on-site parking. Metropass tidership in 2001 was 4.6 million, up 43 percent from the previous year. Almost 12,000
. . students purchased a U-Pass, also valid for unlimited
rides, for the fall 2001 semester. Ridership was 1.8 million.

B The Metro Mobility fleet was increased to 150
paratransit vehicles and 16 sedans in conjunction with the
start of new contracts for demand service on July 1. In
Septembet, the new Taxi Ticket program was launched
whereby qualified riders can arrange for transportation
from a private provider for trips thaty Metro Mobility
cannot fulfilled.




Transit supports region's growth

Transit plays a key role in maintaining the region's economic competitiveness and quality of life. Coupled with land use
decisions, transit investments help shape growth and make efficient use of existing infrastructure, improve air quality and
preserve open space. The Council developed a long range transit master plan in 2000 to double ridership and system
capacity by 2020 and is on pace to reach the goal.

Exclusive transitways in heavily traveled
cortidors -- light rail transit, busways and com-
muter rail --will slow highway congestion and
encourage mixed-use developments of housing,
retail, offices and open space. With ready access
to job centers, affordable housing in these
developments will support the growing

employment needs of the region's businesses.

Light rail construction makes progress

Construction of the 11.6-mile Hiawatha light rail transit (LRT) line began in 2001 and was nearly 30 percent complete at
year's end. The region's first LRT route will connect downtown Minneapolis with Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Airport (MSP) and the Mall of America. Recent market studies show the line creates enormous development and
redevelopment potential at and near the 17 stations along the route.

Entertainment District Additional progress in 2001:
I‘ Dicalecafal B Construction is under way on seven of 17 stations along the route.
" i B Tunneling began at MSP to accommodate track underneath the airport.
Qg DA m Utility relocation in preparation for construction in downtown
€. CeduRiverside Minneapolis is proceeding.
€
“ E. Franklin Hiawatha LRT service will be integrated with buses, park and ride lots, and
Hiawatha improved pedestrian and bikeway connections, offering more choices and
Li ght Rail convenience. The line will open with partial service from downtown

E-LakeSmeet — Minneapolis to Fort Snelling in late 2003, with full service scheduled for the
end of 2004. Projected ridership is 19,300 passengets daily in 2004.

Transit

‘ E. 38th Street
«

K Aot Strect "We view light rail as a great benefit to the city and this
[ | community in terms of transportation to and from the job site.
@ Minnchaha Park It's also going to spur development. | think it's going to be a
‘ real boon for this neighborhood.”
VA Medical Center
" Will Antel,
“ Fort Snelling } Executive Director, American Indian OIC
Terminal J “The beauty of a fixed rail system, like light rail, is that it is there
¢ WG to stay for decades to come. That is a very important draw for
alpore developers. Once this system is built, people will love it and all
80ch Street @ the doubters will become convinced.”
Bloomingsun Soeth Sam Grabarski,
¢ .. President and CEO, Minneapolis Downtown Council

Mall of America R e e R Y A T Y TR A R F O A e Tl



airport

“Citizens will soon have more choices for
commuting - by Hiawatha light rail, bus and
roadways to the Mall of America, the international
airport, downtown Minneapolis and the University
of Minnesota."

Jesse Ventura,
Governor, State of Minnesota

Aviation crucial to competitive economy

High quality air transportation services to major domestic and

Riverview busway corridor moves ahead

The Council in late 2001 gave final approval to the $46 million
Riverview Corridor busway project. The project will operate from
Maplewood Mall through downtown St. Paul and continue to the

and Mall of America via West Seventh Street.

After extensive input from area residents and businesses, initial
plans for an exclusive busway on an abandoned railroad bed wete
revised to place the route on West Seventh Street to the airport.
Special transit features will include signal-light priority for buses, off-
bus fare collection, coordinated connecting bus setvice, and diamond
lanes along part of the alignment.

Public wants transportatil

Transportation issues, primarily congestion and traffic,
surfaced as the "single most important problem facing
the metro area" in the 2001 Twin Cities Annual Survey
of the region's residents. When asked if light rail,
exclusive busways and commuter rail are needed to
meet long-term transportation needs in the region, 79
percent agreed.

international markets are essential to the region’s ability to

compete in the global marketplace. The Council works closely with the Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) to
ensure that the region’s system of airports provides state-of-the-art, secure and affordable setvices for business and leisure

travelers, freight transport and general aviation activities.

The Council in 2001 completed work with a multi-party advisory task force in preparation for updating its aviation policy

plan to align with smart growth priorities. Issues include land use compatibility and safety zones, assessment of 1993
dual-track aviation forecasts, new 2020 general aviation forecasts, aircraft noise and performance measures for the

airport system.

The uncertainty created in the wake of the September 11 terrorist attacks rocked the aviation industry and had a majot

impact on industry and airport revenues. The Council will monitor financial and safety impacts on system aitpotts closely

to determine how capital improvements should move forward.

The Council completed reviews of several reliever airport development plans, and reviewed plans for community
development projects, such as the Phase II Mall of America development in Bloomington, that may impact airport
activities. Council members and staff are also involved with interagency coordination activities that will carry through

2002 dealing with environmental issues (such as noise, deicing,
passenger and air cargo setvice, and airport zoning,

sewet/water setvice), proposed second-tier airpotts, air




Improved efficiency,
protecting the environment

The Council’s Environmental Services division
in 2001 met its three-year, $20 million budget
reduction goal to increase the Council’s
competitive position in the marketplace for
both labor costs and municipal rates. At the
same time, the Council maintained near-perfect
compliance with clean water discharge permits
as it collected neatly 100 billion gallons of
wastewater for 104 communities in the region,
and continued to plan and construct capital
projects to serve the region’s future growth.

Municipal rates were reduced by 12.6 percent
over the three-year petiod, while customer
satisfaction remained high (88 percent).
Communities responded by reducing or
moderating their local rates and reinvesting in
their aging local infrastructure. The Council’s
goal is to be among the nation’s best five

wastewater utilities in the nation, in terms of rates

and service quality, by 2005.

Photo - Terry Kayser

"Council staff responded to the emergency quickly and very
competently to ensure that public safety was protected."

Pam Blixt,

President, Minnehaha Creek Watershed District Board

Service continues despite record floods

The Council successfully weathered the third
highest river floods on record at its wastewater
treatment plants. Employees at the Blue Lake Plant
on the Minnesota River used extensive pumping and
strategic flooding of the plant’s tunnels to counteract
upward pressure from the rising groundwater. Dikes
and sandbagging helped protect the Blue Lake,
Hastings and Metro plants from rising Mississippi and
Minnesota rivers.

Quick response to creek accident

The Council’s emergency response efforts were
tested in August when a private bridge contractor
accidentally punctured a 30-inch sewer pipe that runs
under Minnehaha Creek in Hopkins. The Council
quickly diverted a portion of the wastewater to other
pipes in the system and coordinated a very difficult
repair of the pipe. The Council also helped lead local,
regional and state government efforts to close the
creek to recreational use for two weeks, measute the
spill’s effect on the creek’s water quality, and keep the
public well-informed about the incident.



St. Croix Valley Plant
gets top honors

The Council’s St. Croix Valley Wastewater =
Treatment Plant (formetly the Stillwater 4
Plant) received awards from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for

the “Best Medium Advanced Facility” in

both Region 5 and nationwide. The EPA

praised the facility’s record of consistently
removing 98 percent of the oxygen-demand
pollutants from the wastewater.

Facility planning, construction support Smart Growth goals

The Council achieved efficiency and improved environmental protection through a number of capital projects during
2001. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency approved an amended air permit for the Metro Wastewater Treatment
Plant, paving the way for construction of new solids processing facilities at the plant. The U.S. EPA endorsed the state-
of-the-art incineration technology, with energy recovery and pollution control features, chosen by the Council. When the
new incinerators go on-line in 2005, the region will benefit from decreased odors and reduced emissions of particulates,
greenhouse gases, mercury and other air pollutants.

The Council adopted a master plan for wastewater service to several
fast-growing communities in Dakota County—Rosemount, Apple
Valley, Lakeville, Farmington and Empire Township. The plan was the
result of a year-long study, which included an extensive series of focus
group and community meetings. The plan recommends:

® Closing the Rosemount Plant in 2005 and conveying the service
area’s wastewater to an interceptor leading to the Metro Plant.

B Doubling the capacity of the Empire Plant but stopping the
discharge of effluent to the Vermillion River to help prevent

flooding and preserve the unique river ecosystem. Instead, the plan ¥ T v v
recommends constructing an outfall pipe to the Mississippi River. Photo - Terry Kayser
Several routing options for the pipe are being considered in
consultation with property owners. A public hearing is scheduled “The Council was very good working with local
for early 2002. communities to plan for long-term sewer
service for the Empire/Rosemount area. They
At the Hastings Plant, the aeration tanks were retrofitted with fine- did a super job explaining the options. The
bubble diffusers. The new equipment will cut electrical costs in this town board approved the whole thing."
phase of the treatment process by 30 percent. The Council also saved G.E. Stelzel,
money on the installation by utilizing pipefitters on its internal Chair, Empire Town Board

conSthdon crew. [RE=SRs =S gl Sl SE Ll S VR el e




Build support among the public and decision-makers for regional approaches
to benefit the Twin Cities region

In 2001, the Metropolitan Council worked in
partnership with local government,
community groups, business and citizens
throughout the region to shape future
growth and offer choices in planning
more livable communities. Working with
communities, the Council leveraged
public-private investment, planning and
technical resources to demonstrate
smarter growth. Results are more walk-
able neighborhoods, mixed-use develop-
ment that preserves open space and is
convenient to transit, an improved quality of
life and a more economically competitive region.

Working with communities to
shape future growth

Metropolitan Council members represent 16
equal-population districts, with the 17th
member, the chair, serving at large. The
Council is appointed by and serves at the
pleasure of the Governor. In 2001, Council
members worked closely with communities to
forge a new regional approach that aligns
policy, planning, services and investment to
better support communities and how they
want to grow.

The result is community-based planning
initiatives to reshape regional policies, with

“The commitment of time and energy put forth by the Met

incentives to implement policies that support Council staff during the extensive public process for

smart growth. Council members, working in updating the Scott County comprehensive plan helped build
collaboration with citizens, cities, community bridges between and among the Council, the county and the
groups, business and developers, ate shaping a townships. It led to an appreciation of differing perspectives
new regional growth strategy, Blueprint 2030, and a dialogue on solutions rather than just problems<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>