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TO GOVERNOR EDWARD J. THYE 

and 

TO MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 
OF MINNESOTA: 

The report of the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1945, is herewith respectfully submitted. Included is information on the 
numerous activities of the Bureau itself and also state-wide data concerning crime 
and criminals in Minnesota. Bureau activities are summarized on a fiscal year basis 
in conformity with other State departments and with the budget year. Statistical 
data collected in cooperation with federal agencies are tabulated each calendar year. 

Bureau Accomplishments in 1944-45 (July 1-June 30) 

Although Bureau activities as shown in this report are too varied to summarize 
completely here, a few of the rrnteworthy accomplishments during the year should be 
mentioned. · 

Bureau agents investigated 804 cases and filed reports on them at headquarters. 

The Bureau handled a total of 2,589 new cases of which 1,561 were criminal 
offenses and 530 were miscellaneous cases originating within the State. 

KNHD, the Bureau's radio station at Redwood Falls, was on the air with 642 
first-alarm criminal broadcasts. Including repeat and noncriminal messages, tests, 
and other broadcasts, the unit was on the air 20,464 times. 

The Bureau laboratory assisted officers in 33 counties, as well as Federal, State, 
and other agencies. There were 65 cases involving laboratory aid, of which 6 dealt 
with ballistics, 31 with chemical analyses and tests, and 11 _ with microscopical ex
aminations. 

The files of the Bureau's identification division were searched in 30,785 m
stances for defense plants, military authorities, and others. 

Identifications were made in approximately one-fourth of the 2,028 criminal 
fingerprint records received during the year from Minnesota police officers. In all, 
4,036 fingerprint records were received, classified, and filed. This department also 
made 624 photographs and 2,100 prints of prisoners, crime scenes, latent prints, 
checks, and other records. 

The statistical division checked and audited monthly crime reports from 168 
chiefs of police and sheriffs and furnished the data to the Federal Bureau of Inves
tigation. The division also checked and otherwise handled monthly reports from clerks 
of district courts and individual case cards on all persons charged in the 87 counties. 
In addition, the division compiled the data for this report. ' 

Bureau expenditures, including the radio station, for the year ending June 30, 
1945, amounted to $82,582.04. In contrast to this, $198,417.00 in stolen motor ve
hicles and other property was reported recovered. A considerable portion of this 
recovery resulted from Bureau services. When the additional savings to taxpayers 
resulting from the Bureau's crime-prevention work is considered, it is clear that the 
Bureau more than paid for itself in financial savings alone. The primary function of 
the Bureau, however, includes the protection of life as well as property, and the former 
cannot be measured in terms of dollars and cents. 



Criminal Activity In Wartime 

An indication of crime changes in Minnesota during our fourth year of war may 
be found in the following preliminary comparisons of metropolitan data for 1945 
(J an.-J une) with the average for the pre-war years 193 8-1940. The year 1941 was 
excluded from the pre-war average because mobilization and war activities then were 
already in operation to a considerable degree. 

DATA 

Offenses reported by Duluth, St. Paul, and Minneapolis 
police departments: 

Crimes against property-Total __________________ _ 

Robbery -----------------------------------
Auto theft ---------------------------------Burglary-breaking or entering ______________ _ 
Larceny-except auto theft __________________ _ 

Bicycle theftl ------------------------------

1Bicyclr thefts are included in the larceny classification. 

Pre-War 
3-Year Ave. 

1945 (1938·1940) 
Jan. l· Jan. l· 
June 30 June 30 

4,174 5,658 

80 208 
586 876 
886 1,178 

2,622 3,396 

543 736 

ELMER O. STOVERN 

Superintendent 

Percent 
Change 
in 1945 

-26.2 

-61.5 
-33.1 
-24.8 
-22.8 

-26.2 
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CHART 1. ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE MINNESOTA .BUREAU OF 'CRIMINAL APPREHENSION 
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PERSONNEL OF THE BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSION 

June 30, 1945 

Administration 

Elmer 0. Stovern ---------------------------------- Superintendent 
M. E. Boerger ---------------,------------- Assistant Superintendent 
Dorothy Dvorak ---~:... ________ ..;. ______ ..:. __________ ~--- Account Clerk 

Dorothy Welke ------------------------------------- Stenographer 

Investigation 
• 

, Headquarters, St. Paul 
Gustave J. Carlson ------------------------------- Investigator 
William L. Conley -----------------'---------------- Investigator 
Evelyl) Hazelton ----~----------------'------"""-------- Investigator 
Michael C. McGinnis ----------------------------- Investigator 
Fred· H. Nelson _________________________ .1_ _______ Investigator 
Charles J. Reiter ___________________ ..:. _____________ Investigator 

District No. 1, Worthington 
0. C. Lee _______ · · ------------------------------ Investigator 

District No~ 2, Rochester 
William P. Bennyhoff 

· District No. 3, Detroit Lakes 
Martin A. Knutson 

District No. 4, Willmar 

Investigator 

Investigator 

John B. Burns ----------------------------------- Investigator 

District No. 5, Grand Rapids 
Elmer A. Madson ------------------------------- Investigator 

Laboratory 

H. H. Goetzinger Chemist 

Statistics 

Elizabeth Saunders ------------------------------------- Statistician 
Evelyn Neuman ------------------------------------------- Clerk 

Identification 

Robert W., Hall ------------------------------ Identification Officer 
Stephanie Dec ________________________ Assistant Identification Officer 
Elaine G. Moore ------------------------------------ Stenographer 

Radio Station KNHD (Redwood Falls) 

Herschel Olson -----------------------------------·----- Supervisor 
William Selke ------------------------------------------ Operator . 
Clark Sponaugle ---------------------------------------- Operator 
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TABLE 1. STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES 
1944-45 and 1943-44 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension 
(not including radio station) Sta,te Radio Station KNHD 

OBJECTS OF EXPENDITURE 

Total Expenditures ---------------

CURRENT EXPENSES 

Salaries and Wages -----------------------

Travel Expenses-Total ___________________ _ 

Travel and subsistence ----------------
Rents and leases ---------------------- · 
Repairs and maintenance1 _____________ _ 

Gasoline,, lubricants, etc., automotive equip-
ment----------------------------

Supplies and Materials-Total _____________ _ 
L Stationery and office supplies __________ _ 

Scientific and educational supplies ______ _ 
Sundry supplies ----------------------

Communication Service ___________________ _ 
Freight, Express, Drayage _________________ _ 
Printing, Binding, etc. -------------------
Power, Electricity ------------------------
Repairs and Alterations --------------------Annuities and Pensions ___________________ _ 
Miscellaneous : 

(Bonds and insurance, non-state-employee 
service, and other contractual services) 

ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY 

Equipment-Total -------------------------

Motor vehicles, including accessories ____ _ 
Furniture, furnishings, fixtures --------
Educational, photographic, laboratory and 

other police equipment ------------
Buildings and improvements ___________ _ 

1Repairs to office equipment are included. 

1944-45 1943-44 1944-45 1943-44 
July 1- July 1- July 1- July 1-

June 30 June 30 June 30 June 30 

$72,854.61 

53,225.56 

10,962.91 

7,046.33 
346.00 

1,440.22 

2,130.36 

2,860.63 

1,490.12 
209.01 

1,161.50 

1,447.01 
8.00 

548.12 

2,233.49 

438.06 

1,130.83 

862.96 
261.57 

6.30 

$69,143.44 

52,892.23 

10,313.30 

7,137.49 
300.39 

1,364.88 

1,510.54 

1,410.66 

908.27 
194.27 
308.12 

1,759.68 
8.80 

1,001.77 

223.16 

1,533.84 

1,339.24 

194.60 

$9,727.43 

5,946.00 

167.71 

167.71 

356.43 

45.90 

310.53 

213.22 

373.61 
1,977.94 

38.00 

654.52 

194.04 

460.48 

$8,850.43 

6,238.49 

198.37 

198.37 

201.56 

14.97 
2.94 

183.65 

234.06 

305.36 
1,426.45 

22.00 

224.14 

224.14 



SECTION I 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension 
Activities 

The Bureau is a service agency which cooperates "with the respective sheriffs, 
constables, marshals, police and other peace officers of the state in the detection of 
crime and the apprehension of criminals .. . m 

In practice local officers have the responsibility for enforcing the law in their 
communities; but if they desire the assistance of the Bureau's investigators, laboratory 
technicia1i, radio station, fingerprint expert, or statistician, such aid is available 24 
hours a day. 

Although field action is not taken except on request, 

( 1) the Bureau has the "power to conduct such investigations as the 
superintendent may deem necessary to secure evidence which may be essential 
to the apprehension and conviction of alleged violators of the criminal laws 
of the state"1 and 

(2) members of the Bureau "have and may exercise throughout the 
state the same powers of arrest possessed by a sheriff .. _,n 

Chart No. 1 shows examples of the Bureau's current activities as well as its logi
cal organization. Many functions have developed during the Bureau's 19 years of · 
service, all of which assist local officers in the detection of crime, the apprehension of 
criminals, and the recovery of lost and stolen property. 

• Handicapped by lack of investigators, the Bureau cannot respond to all requests 
for personal assistance in the field. Many of the Bureau's activities, however, operate 
continually and yield results without extensive field investigations. Some of these cen
tral-office activities are as follows: 

1. Modus-operandi studies of crime reports. Similarity in the methods 
employed by criminals, for example, in writing and passing worthless checks, 
in blowing safes or committing other types of burglaries, in executing rob
beries from the approach to the get-away, or in perpetrating swindles leads to 
cross references and special files. 

2. Spot maps of similar crimes. Map tacks mark the trail of fugitive 
offenders. As each check appears or a new burglary is reported, it is spotted 
on the map with similar crimes, giving a vivid picture of the scope and loca
tion of the activities of the offender or gang involved .. Different colored tacks 
distinguish one year from the next if the criminal activity continues unabated. 

3. Stolen property file. Automobiles, typewriters, firearms, outboard 
motors, and all types of stolen property bearing serial numbers are readily 
identified, sometimes even though the numbers have been eradicated. The 
Bureau's centralized file of lost, strayed, and stolen property has proven of 
great value not only in recoveries but also in connecting criminals with crimes 
through merchandise in their possession. 

4. Publication of information in weekly bulletin. Here again is an es
sential activity which does not involve investigative action. Now in its 14th 

1Laws of 1935, Chapter 197. 
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year of regular weekly distribution, the bulletin carries warnings ; crime re
ports; descriptions of fugitives, missing persons, and lost or stolen property; 
lists of prisoners released from State institutions; and facts regarding clear
ances and recoveries to officers in Minnesota, nearly every other state in the 
Union, and Canada. 

5. Issuing of circulars. In special cases, the Bureau issues and distrib
utes circulars, bearing the photograph, fingerprints, criminal history, and 
description of the fugitive. Circulars are useful, also, in the search for missing 
persons. 

6. Criminal history files and fingerprint records. A carefully indexed 
identification file is maintained for each individual whose record is reported. 
A routine check of all fugitives, suspects, and arrests noted on crime reports 
or fingerprint cards yields valuable information which is at once communi
cated to interested officers. The Bureau's criminal file of over 100,000 per
sons has proven one of the most important adjuncts of a central crime bureau. 

Reference to the alphabetical and fingerprint files furnishes leads to 
Bureau investigators as well as to local officers. 

7. Photographic file or rogues' gallery. Of prime importance is the 
identification of fugitives in major cases. Once identified, "hold" notices may 
be placed in the files of the State and Federal Bureaus, and circulars may be 
issued. 

The pictures in this file are on cards which may be removed from 
the files. If victims cannot come to headquarters, the photographs may be 
taken to the scene of the crime. 

8. Felony disposition file. This file furnishes the disposition of all 
criminal cases tried in the district courts of Minnesota. Beginning in 1936 
the court clerks have reported data concerning individual defendants to the 
division of criminal statistics. After this division processes the cards, they are 
filed alphabetically by county available for criminal history records. 

9. Record of penal admissions and discharges. These movement-of
population records received from the State prison and reformatories for men 
and women are also statistical reports which furnish important data for the 
identification division. Every prisoner received at the institutions as well as 
those discharged are listed individually on monthly reports. Pertinent infor
mation is posted on the index cards and published in the bulletin. 

10. Broadcasting service. A police radio system is necessary in an up-to
date law-enforcement program. The Bureau broadcasts reports of crimes, 
missing persons, and other messages on all cases as a routine service to local 
officers. The items are carried over the Highway Patrol station W AMV 
near St. Paul and over KNHD, the Bureau's station, at Redwood Falls. In 
addition, broadcasts are repeated in many instances over the 16 local stations 
around the State. 

11. Laboratory service. Essentially a part of criminal investigation, the 
crime laboratory may be cited as an example of services offered at head
quarters. In this division the Bureau maintains scientific equipment to assist 
local officers as well as Bureau investigators. Equipment in the laboratory 
now includes ultraviolet and infrared lamps, single and comparison micro
scopes, photographic equipment, chemical supplies and equipment, and an 
extensive library. 

12. Statistical service. This service, also, is principally a headquarters 
function. Field visits may be necessary to assist local departments in setting 
up adequate record and reporting systems, but as a rule the work emanates 

10 



from the St. Paul office. Information on cnme trends and police efficiency 
as measured by clearances in local communities compared with the average 
for other Minnesota cities of the same size is available, together with data 
regarding the use of police statistics. 

The present low crime rate and high percentage of clearance in rural areas is in 
no small way attributable to the efficient operation of the Bureau's field and head
quarters activities and investigations. In summarizing the P<:1rt played by the Bureau 
m Minnesota's law-enforcement program, the following points are outstanding: 

1. Bureau investigations, broadcasts, publications, and other activities 
assist in making numerous arrests. 

2. Bureau records and routine investigations result in the clearance of 
many crimes when the offenders are arrested. Officers are notified of these 
clearances, thus closing their cases. 

3. Property identifications and recoveries are effected through Bureau 
activities. 

4. Officers receive notification of discharges from State penal 111-

sti tu tions. 

5. Bureau warnings and educational act1v1t1es result in crime preven
tion. Notices in the bulletin as well as publication of current crimes warn 
officers who in turn notify local citizens to be on the alert. 

6. The Bureau's existence is a deterrent to crime in the State. Hun
dreds of criminals who believed they were safely away from the crime scene 
have learned that the Bureau is effective in aiding the law to overtake them. 
Just as the F.B.I. is effective in the prevention of Federal violations, simi
larly the Bureau is a powerful force in the prevention of State violations. 

11 





lnvestigational Services 

Crime prevention is the most important function of any law-enforcement agency, 
and the saving of human lives from criminal careers and the avoidance of property 
damage and theft are of inestimable value to society. The major value of Bureau 
services cannot be determined, therefore, as there is no way of determining either 
the number of crimes which would have occurred or the number of offenders who 
would have menaced the public were it not for the department's activities. 

The following analyses, therefore, should be regarded as only a partial record 
of Bureau services. 

A. Cases Investigated 

Ranging from murder to missing persons, requests for Bureau assistance cover 
every variety of police activity. Most frequent were requests for assistance in burglary 
and larceny cases, of which there were 337, and next most common were the 136 
check cases. Though comparatively few in number, the 10 criminal homicide investi
gations involved the most time and personnel. Table 2 presents a summary of cases 
investigated during the year ending June 30, 1945. 

TABLE 2. TYPES OF CASES INVESTIGATED BY THE BUREAU STAFF: 1944-45 

TYPES OF CASES 

Total-All Cases ----------------------------------------------------

Minnesota criminal cases-total ------------------------------------------

Criminal homicide ---------·--------------------·--------------------
Rape, including carnal kno,vledge -------------------------------------
Robbery --------------·---------------------------------------------
Aggravated assault -------------------------------------------------
Burglary, breaking or entering ---------------------------------------
Larceny, except auto theft --------------------------------------------
Auto theft---------------------------------------------------------
Check forgeries and frauds ------------------------------------------
Other criminal -----------------------------------------------------
Offense not stated--------------------------------------------------

Minnesota other cases-total -----------------------------------------------

fifi~~~ P:;:~ke01·-~~~=~~~-~~s~~-====================================== 
Unfounded crime reports --------------------------------------------
Deaths,· suspected homicides, suicide -----------------------------------
Other miscellaneous -------------------------------------------------

Out-of-State cases-total -------------------------------------------------

Criminal cases------------------------------------------------------
Other cases --------------------------------------------------------

Cases Investigated 

804 

644 

10 
8 
3 
6 

234 
103 

38 
136 
105 

1 

129 

15 
17 
13 

9 
75 

31 

29 
2 

The Bureau's investigative staff consisted of only 11 cnme investigators, and 
with this small staff it is impossible to visit the crime scene or make an investigation 
in every case reported to the Bureau. It has been necessary, therefore, to assign agents 
to help local officers only when such assistance is requested. For the convenience of 
local officers, the Bureau maintains five district offices with headquarters in Detroit 
Lakes, Grand Rapids, Rochester, Willmar, and Worthington. Counties embraced in 
each district are shown in Chart 2. 
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CHART 2. LOCATION OF STATE RADIO STATION KNHD AND DISTRICT 
OFFICES OF THE BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSION 

OAK 

so. OAK. 

District #4 
Office in 
Will'!ftar 

Radio Station 
KNHD 

Redwood Falls 

I 
District #1 

Office in Wort:1ington 

.SCALE ·STA1VT6 MILii$ 

tr Jo ♦f •o 1r 

Headquarters 
St. Paul 

District #2 
Office in Rochester 

It is imperative that more investigators be added to the Bureau's staff. At pres
ent only about one-third of the Minnesota cases can receive the personal attention of 
an investigator. Anticipated post-war crime problems will tax the efforts of Minnesota 
law-enforcement officers to the utmost, and Bureau services will then be more im
portant than ever. 

TABLE 3. CASES INVESTIGATED BY BUREAU PERSONNEL: WAR YEARS 
CONTRASTED WITH PRE-WAR YEAR 1939-40 

YEAR 
(July 1-June 30) 

1939-40 
1942-43 
1943-44 
1944-45 

14 

All Cases 

1,517 
849 
813 
804 

Minnesota Out-of-State 

1,371 146 
783 66 
801 12 
773 31 



B. Typical Cases Involving Bureau Assistance 

When reports of cases involving Bureau assistance are prepared for Bureau files, 
they are designated as definite types of crime according to a uniform classification 
plan outlined and practiced by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. There are seven 
classes of most serious offenses; namely, criminal homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary, larceny, and auto theft. From the Bureau file of over 800 cases 
worked on during the fiscal year 1944-45, the following have been chosen and briefly 
summarized to typify these seven groups: 

1. Criminal Homicide 
The body of a farm worker was found near a railroad siding. Bureau 

participation in the questioning of the suspect in this case, N arvin T. N arve
son, resulted in a complete confession signed by N arveson. 

A farmer was found dead in the cellar of his home. Bureau assistance 
was requested by the county sheriff. The victim's son lived with his father 
and was suspected of the crime. When confronted with the money which he 
had attempted to steal from his father, Alois Kuklok admitted the murder. 
After a hearing and examination in probate court, he was adjudged as crim
inally insane and committed to the State Hospital at St. Peter. 

2. Rape 
A description of his appearance and of the car he drove led to the appre

hension of the man who assaulted a young woman on her way to work. 

3. Robbery 
Three m~n in a roadside cafe suddenly announced, "This is a holdup!" 

While one of them went out to start their car, another kept the cafe cus
tomers covered and the third emptied the cash register, jerked out the phone 
and broke the light. Good personal descriptions of the robbers and several 
excellent fingerprints obtained at the scene of the crime resulted in the arrest 
of Anthony Johnson and Vernon Svendal, who were convicted also of several 
other robberies and at least one auto theft. 

4. Aggravated Assault 
A father and his son, engaged in stealing hogs at night, had a fight. 

The son assaulted his father with a knife, and the father in turn obtained 
a pistol and fired several shots at his son. The son was charged with assault 
with a dangerous weapon. 

5. Burglary 
The apprehension of Albert and Werner .Zavoral and Holdridge Stevens 

solved the burglaries of at least four· stores, two gas stations, two taverns, 
one lumber company and one railroad station. All of these places were broken 
into at night within a period of three weeks. Three auto thefts were also at
tributed to this trio of escapees from the M(?ose Lake Prison Camp. 

6. Larceny 
A series of livestock and poultry thefts was brought to an end with the 

arrest of Donald Sauve, Charles Champagne and Anthony DeLage. 
Another long list of thefts, miscellaneous in nature, was confessed to 

by Adolph Nelson after he was caught stealing some junked car radiators. 

7. Auto Theft 
The assistance of the Bureau was requested in the case of an automobile 

stolen from the owner's yard during the night. This car had been driven to 
another town and sold for $40. It was r~covered by the Highway Patrol. A 
suspect, Donald Graham, had been arrested and, when questioned by a 
Bureau investigator and a local detective, he admitted stealing this car and 
also seven others, one of which he had sold for $225. 
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The other classes of offenses reported to the Bureau for investigation by Bureau 
agents include forgery, embezzlement and fraud, offenses against the family and viola
tions of narcotic drug laws, liquor laws and motor vehicle laws. Aid is given also by 
the Bureau in the location of missing persons and of escapees from state hospitals, 
penal institutions, and prisoner-of-war camps. 

C. Arrests by Bureau Investigators 

The effectiveness of investigations cannot be measured by cases handled nor by 
arrests, however, since a single homicide may take the time of several men over a 
long period of time. 

When Bureau agents make arrests, they do so with the assistance of local officers 
whenever possible. Arrests shown in table 4, therefore, are cited merely to indicate 
cooperative action in which Bureau investigators participated. 

Persons released with no formal charge are included among the 173 Bureau 
arrests shown in table 4. Many of those released, juveniles for example, who were 
released to their parents, are included; likewise, persons who made restitution but 
were not prosecuted are counted as arrests. 

TABLE 4. BUREAU ARRESTS BY MONTHS, INCLUDING PERSONS RELEASED 
WITH NO FORMAL CHARGE: 1944-45 

MONTH 

PERSONS APPREHENDED 
,----Arrested in Minnesota--, 

Held in Returned to 
Total Minnesota Other States 

,----Arrested Out of State1-----

Returned to Held out 
Minrn~sota Of State 

Total _________ 3 173 169 1 

Jul.r-1944 _______ _ 17 17 
August ___________ 2 20 18 
September ---------- 15 15 
October __________ _ 28 28 
November ________ _ 11 11 
December __ :_ _____ _ 4 4 

.January-1945 ____ 28 28 
February _________ 9 9 
March ____________ 11 10 1 
April _____________ 9 9 
May _____________ 12 12 
June_____________ 9 8 1 
1 Out-of-State arrests are included if Bureau investigators assisted in making the apprehension or assisted 

in returning prisoners to Minnesota. 

Bureau apprehensions are turr~ed over to other officers for prosecution. The re
sult of court action in these cases is not shown separately, therefore, but State-wide 
judicial statistics may be examined on pages 56 through 59 of this report. 

Burglars and thieves constituted the bulk of Bureau anests again during the past 
year, 48 of the arrests being of this type. Table 5 shows the offense charged in current 
and 1943-44 arrests, together with the number of persons released without charge, 
and arrests for out-of-State authorities. 

TABLE 5. APPREHENSIONS BY BUREAU INVESTIGATORS: 
1944-45 AND 1943-44 

1944-45 1943-44 
CLASSIFICATION OF ARRESTS (July-June) (July-June) 

Total Apprehensions ---------------------------------- 173 241 
---------------

Persons held for prosecution in Minnesota ------------------- 90 166 
---------------

Murder and manslaughter ----------------------------
Rape-including carnal knowledge ----------------------
Robbery ----------------------" ____________________ _ 
Assault-all degrees --------------------------------
Burglary-breaking or entering -----------------------
Larceny-except auto theft ----------------------·------
Auto theft ------------------------------------------
Forgery and counterfeiting ---------------------------
Fraud and embezzlement -----------------------------
Other offenses and offense not stated -------------------

Persons released, no formal charge -------------------------
Pick-ups of insane, feeble-minded, etc. -----------------------
Arrests for out-of-State authorities ________________________ _ 

16 

3 
3 
2 
4 

26 
22 

2 
6 
2 

20 
80 

2 
1 

3 
1 

5 
43 
23 

8 
6 

12 
65 
71 
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D. Cases Handled by the Bureau (Including those investigated in-
dexed, published in the bulletin, broadcast, etc.) ' 

In addition to cases investigated personally by Bureau agents (Table 2) ~ny 
other cases are reported which cannot be assigned because of the manpower shortage. 
All cases reported, however) are indexed in the files; and they are all broadcast, pub
lished in the weekly bulletin, or otherwise "handled". 

The following tabulations of Bureau cases are presented as a general analysis of 
the types of crimes most commonly reported. Increases or decreases in crimes handled 
from year to year are not necessarily indicative of State-wide crime trends because the 
policy of reporting crimes as well as the number of officers who request assistance 
varies from one year to the next. The activity of Bureau investigators and the number 
of field offices is also a variable factor affecting the number of cases handled. 

Bureau cases .have been divided into "criminal" and "other" cases for tabulating 
purposes. Those which relate to crimes, fugitives, escapes, and other criminal matters 
are classified as "criminal" while those pertaining to missing persons, unfounded 
crimes, suspicious deaths, other noncriminal matters, and miscellaneous investigations 
are classed as "other" cases. They are considered as "handled" when they are ,inves
tigated, published in weekly bulletins or circulars, broadcast over KNHD, indexed 
in the files, or otherwise acted on by the Bureau. 

TABLE 6. CASES HANDLED BY THE BUREAU: 1944-45, 1943-44 
AND THE PRE-WAR ANNUAL AVERAGE FOR 1938-1940 

CLASSIFICATION OF 
CASES HANDLED 

Total cases handled --------------------------

Minnesota criminal cases-total -----------'----------

Murder and non-negligent manslaughter _______________ _ 
Manslaughter by negligence ---------------------------
Rape-including carnal knowledge ____________________ _ 

Robbery -------------------------------------------
Aggravated assault ---------------------------------
Burglary-breaking or entering ----------------------
Larceny-except auto theft ---------------------------
Auto theft -----------·------------------------------
Check forgeries and frauds ---------------------------
Other criminal cases-including type not stated _________ _ 

Minnesota other cases-total ----------------------

Missing persons and runaways ------------------------
Policing service (fairs and public gatherings) ___________ _ 
Unfounded offense reports ---------------------------
Deaths, suspected homicides, suicides ------------------
Other miscellaneous ---------------------------------

Out-of-State criminal cases ---------------------------
Out-of-State miscellaneous cases -----------------------

1944-45 
(July-June) 

2,589 

1,561 

9 
3 

12 
13 

6 
326 
205 
283 
232 
472 

530 

358 
16 
36 
9 

111 

453 
45 

Pre-War 
3-Year 

1943-44 Average 
(July-June) (1938-40) 

2,541 4,321 

1,600 3,150 

7 16 
2 1 
7 19 

17 75 
9 5 

381 778 
244 582 
241 437 
149 581 
543 656 

492 515 

310 249 
25 43 
28 31 
14 13 

115 179 

375 575 
74 81 

The first eight offenses shown in table 6 are the crimes most ·commonly reported 
to the police and they are the offenses being analyzed currently on a national basis by 
the F.B.I. When these "Class I" offenses are grouped into two classifications, "cr,irnes 
against the person" and "crimes against property," the data in table 7 are .noted. 

TABLE 7. CLASS I OFFENSES HANDLED BY THE BUREAU: 
1944-45, 1943-44 AND THE PRE-WAR AVERAGE 

CLASSIFICATION OF 
CLASS I OFFENSES 

Crimes against the person ----------------------------
Crimes against property, including robbery ____________ _ 

1944-45 1943·44 
(July-June) (July-June) 

30 18 
827 883' 

PPe·War 
3-Year 

Average 
(1938-40) 

40 
1,872 

A detailed summary of 1944-4 5 Bureau cases showing the number of offenses, 
reported and the number which proved to be unfounded is presented in table 67 in 
the appendix. 
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h-,· ·Place ·of Attack in Property Crimes~ 

An analysis. of reported robberies, burglaries, and larcenies reveals the most com
mon victims of these crimes against property. In the 13 robbery cases reported during 
1944-45 no banks ·or oil stations were robbed. · 

TABLE 8. BUREAU ROBBERY CASES BY PLACE OF ATTACK: 
1944-45 (JULY-JUNE) 

~LACE. OF ATTACK Total Rural 

T9tal ------------------------------------------ 13 2 

Urban 

11 
-----------------

Highway (ci~y streets, alleys, roads, etc.) ---------'------
Commercial house ( drug stores, garages, cafes, etc.) _____ _ 
Oil ~ation ----------------------------------~ ____ _ 

1 1 
3 3 

Chai:Q. store __ . --------------------------------------
Residence'- ( anywhere on premises) ---------------------

~i~!ilaneous -------~-------------------------------

3 3 
1 1 

5 5 
. I,, 

There were 326 burglary cases handled during the year ending June 30, 194 5 
eompared. with 381 during the year 1943-44. Analysis of the breaking-or-entering 
offenses recorded the past year reveals that: · 

43 burglaries occurred in homes 
31 burglaries were chicken coop cases 

252 burglaries were of other types 

The~e we~e 205 larcenie~ handled during the fiscal year 1944-45. These larcenies 
are &hrwn in table 9 compared with the number reported in the previous year. They 
are classified ei,ther as pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shoplifting, thefts from autos, 
or as to type of property taken. Cases in which auto accessories were stripped from 
moti;>i- vehicles while stolen are not included, such offenses being listed as auto thefts. 
Chicken thefts -from farm buildings are classified as burglaries in accordance with 
Unifo:m.,Crime:.Reporting procedure and, therefore, are not included in table 9. 

. ' . 

TABLE 9. TYPES OF:LARCENIES REPORTED: 1944-45 AND 1943-441 

1944-45 
CLAE)SIFICATION OF LARCENIES (July-June) 

· All larcenies -------------------------------------------- 205 

Pocket~picking· ___ .:..:.------------------------------------~-'------- 3 Purse-snatching ____ · ____________________________________________ _ 1 
Shoplifting ______ . --------------------------------·-- ___________ _ 1 
Thefts-from autos-excluding auto accessories, gas, license plates, and tires 23 

Thefts of auto accessories and supplies: ______ ----------------------- 57 
-------

Gasoline -------------·--------------------------------------

·, ' tl~:~8

!na1t!bes-============================================= 
. ·.i 9J}1e.r a,u,t.o ac~ess°:ries ---------------------------'-------------

'.rheft.s of: , ,. ,. 
· Bi~ycles" · _ · ·----------------------- · _______________________ _ 
Livesto<:k ( cattle, hogs, sheep, turkeys, etc.) ____________________ _ 
Lumber and timber -----------------------------------------
Trailers., tracto:rs, !l:Ild farm IT1achinery -------------------------
Other property :._-.:_,-------:--------,----- _____________________ _ 

Type,, J/-Ot stated -------------------------------------------------

1Property taken in burglaries is not included in this table . 
. ..:,;-,·· -

8 
15 
28 

6 

7 
33 

3 
74 

3 

1943-44 
(July-June) 

244 

4 
2 

13 
19 

53 

10 
15 
26 

2 

13 
43 

2 
7 

86 

2 

· Open areas such as fields, pastures, and lake shore provided the scene for more 
than half of the larcenies while nearly one-third of the burglaries occurred in retail 
stores.· Burglaries by definition always occur in some type of structure but larcenies, 
too, are -frequently committed in buildings. For both crimes combined, homes were 
entered most often; farm buildings were next in order; and schools were the third 
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m~st _frequently pilfered. Out of !he 531 cases, 58 involved homes; S0'iitvolved farm· 
bu1ldmgs; and 37 schools. Next m ·frequency were thefts froin gasoline stations 36 
such attacks occurring. General stores and liquor stores each suffered losses i~ 18 
instances. A summary of the place of attack in burglary and larceny cases follows in 
table 10. 

TABLE 10. PLACE WHERE BURGLARIES AND LARCENIES OCCURRED~ 
1944~45 

PLACE 

Total------------------------------------'--

Farm buildings: barns, coops, granaries, and sheds ______ _ 

Homes, including apartments ________________________ _ 

Garages, private -------------------'----:-,------------

Retail stores: --------------:-------------~-----~..:.----,,-

Total 

531 

50 

58 

11 

111 

Burglaries Larcenies· 

326 205 

39 11 

43 15 

10 1 

100 n 
----~-~-~~ 

Gasoline service stations ----'--------------------:-
General and department stores; clothiers _· _____ _:_• ___ :... 
Grocery stores, meat markets, bakeries, dairies ______ _ 
Drug stores------------------------------------
Liquor stores ----------------------------------
Jewelry stores ---------------------------------
Other retail outlets: hardware, implement, lumber, etc.-

Commercial establishments and professional" services: _____ _ 

86 
18 

5 
3 

18 
2 

. 29 

88 

30 6 
16 2 

5 
3 

18 
1 1 

27 2 

76 12 
----------

Beer parlors, bars, taverns, pool halls ____ :__..., ___ .:_ __ _ 31 25 6 
Cafes, lunch rooms, restaurants ________ ·...:. ____________ _ 
Public garages, motor-vehicle ·sales and repairs -'------

8 7 1 
14 13 1 

Creameries ------------------------------------- 3 3 Elevators __________________________ . __________ _ 14: 14' 
Produce compan~s ----------------~------------- 2 1 l' 
Professional offices (doctors, dentists) ____________ _ 2 2 
Unclassified commercial places _____ ...:. ______________ _ 14 11 3 

M~cellaneous: -------------------------------------- 86 58 28 

School buildings -------------------~-.,.----.-------
Post offices, including those in st6res· __ .:__:_ __ ._:_ ____ ..:._.:.. 

37 33 4 
2 2 -

Governmental buildings except post offices _________ _ 
All other places and type not stated :... _______ · ___ , ____ _: 

1 1 
46 22 2•4' 

Outside of buildings (highway, pasture, etc.) 127 - 121 

2. Auto Thefts 

From the summary in table · 1], it is apparent that stolen vehicles are practically 
always recovered; they are not, ·however, always found in good condition. A few are 
wrecked, some are injured mechanically; while many are stripped of contents and 
accessories. Most auto thefts tallied by the Bureau occurred · outside of metropolitan 
areas. Such thefts reported during the year 1944-45 represent a 36 percent decrease 
from the pre-war average but show an increase of 14 p_ercent over the 1943-44 figure. 

TABLE 11. MINNESOTA MOTOR VEHICLE THEFTS AND RECOVERIES1 

Vehicles 
Stolen not recovered to date 

Year of Theft Motor Vehicles N,umber Percent 

Pre-war 3-year average (1938-1940) ------------------
194~44 ---------------------------------- --------
1944-45 -------------------------------------------
1Motor vehicles taken in all types of crimes are included in this table. 

458 
258 
293 

8 
1 
3 

1.7 
0.4 
1.0 

No motorcycles were reported stolen during the year 1944-45, but the number 
of trucks and buses and pleasure vehicles stolen shows an increase over the previous 
year. 
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TABLE 12. THEFTS OF PLEASURE VEHICLES, TRUCKS, AND MOTORCYCLES: 
1944-45, 1943-44 AND THE PRE-WAR AVERAGE1 

TYPE OF THEFT 

Total --·-------------------------- · -------------

Pleasure vehicles ------------------------------------
Trucks; buses-------------------------------------
Motorcycles ----------------------------------------

1944-45 
(July-June) 

283 

255 
28 

Pre-War 
3-Year 

1943-44 Average 
(July-June) (1938-1940) 

241 437 

223 414 
17 21 

1 2 

1Motor vehicles taken in robbery, burglary, fraud, and forgery cases are excluded in this comparison. 

3. Escapes 

Escapes are classified in table 13 according to penal and nonpenal types. There 
1s a considerable reduction in the number of escapes from State hospitals. Only 19 such 
cases a month were reported in 1944-45 as compared to 24 a month during the pre
war period. 

TABLE 13. SUMMARY OF PENAL AND NONPENAL ESCAPES REPORTED 
TO THE BUREAU: 1944-45, 1943-44, AND THE PRE-WAR AVERAGE1 

Escapes from Nonpenal Institutions Escapes from Penal & 
All ( State Hospitals for Insane, Correctional Institutions 

Year Escapes Feeble-Minded, Epileptic, etc.) Both Juvenile Adult 

Pre-Vfar 2-year Average 1939-1940 322 283 39 19 20 
1943-44 --------------·-------- 305 252 53 30 23 
1944-45 ---------------------- 265 231 34 13 21 
1The year 1938 not included in the average because escapes from nonpenal institutions were not reported 

<luring the entire year. 

In table 14 escapes are listed by adult penal institutions, juvenile correctional or 
detention institutions, State hospitals, a11d nonpenal institutions. The Faribault School 
for the Feebleminded repGrted the greatest number of escapes with 89 persons leaving 
the institution. The St. Peter, Willmar, and Rochester State Hospitals were next high
est with 44, 24, and 19 escapes respectively. 

TABLE 14. ESCAPE CASES AND THEIR CLEARANCES BY INSTITUTION: 
1944-45 (JULY-JUNE) . 

Number of Persons 

Institution Having Custody Before Escape 
Who Escaped Cases Reported Cleared 
In 1944-45 1944-45 Cases Prior Cases 

All Escapes ------------------------------------ 265 184 66 
------------------

Adult penal institutions ----'-----'----------------- 21 14 7 
-------------------

State Reformatory for Men; (including camps) _________ _ 
State Prison (including farm colony) _________________ _ 
Municipal _workhouses, lockups, fi,nd jails ___ ;_ __________ _ 
Other (Fort Snelling guard house, etc.) ________________ _ 

Juvenile correctional and detention institutions ______ _ 

Glen Lake School for Boys (Hennepin County) _________ _ 
Highwood Boys' Farm (Ramsey County) -----------·-----
Red Wing State Training School for Boys ______________ _ 

State nonpenal institutions _______________________ _ 

Anoka State Asylum ---------------------------------
Cambridge Colony for Epileptics ______________________ _ 
Faribault School for Feeble-Minded ___________________ _ 
Fergus Falls State Hospital --------------------------
Hastings· State Asylum ------------------------------
Moose Lake State Hospital --------------------------
Rochester State Hospital ----------------------------
St. Peter State Hospital ----------------------------
Willmar State Asylum -------------------------------

20 

4 
1 
9 
7 

13 

11 
2 

231 

4 
18 
89 
12 
13 

8 
19 
44 
24 

4 
1 
5 3 
4 4 

10 2 

8 1 
2 

1 

160 57 

4 5 
13 3 
50 13 
10 3 
10 4 

6 2 
16 8 
40 10 
11 9 



4. Missing-person and Runaway Cases 

Missing and runaway persons, of which there were 358 during the year 1944-45, 
increased 15 percent over the previous year. Considering all cases together for 1944-45, 
66 percent were males, and 89 percent of the reports originated in urban places ( cities 
with 2,500 or more inhabitants). The median age of the 1944-45 runaways was 16.4 
years. A comparison of the 1944-45 cases with those reported during the previous year 

is given in table 15. 

TABLE 15. MiSSING AND RUNAWAY PERSONS REPORTED TO THE BUREAU 
BY ORIGIN OF CASE, SEX, AND. MEDIAN AGE: 1944-45 AND. 1943-44 

~--ORIGIN OF CASE ----SEX--------, Median 
Year Total Rural Urban % Urban Male Female % Female Age 

1943-44 ---------------
1944-45 ---------------

310 
358 

5. Out-of -State Cases 

79 
36 

231 
322 

75 
89 

214 
238 

96 
120 

31 
34 

16.5 
16.4 

The out-of-State offenses reported to the Bureau during the year 1944-45 are 
shown in table 16. The Bureau was requested to assist other State and Federal authori
ties in 55 escapes, 220 A.W.O.L. cases, 57 auto thefts, 9 homicides, 5 robberies, and 
in 107 other offenses. Clearances of 312 cases were reported during the year, some of 
them a result of Bureau investigations and services. 

TABLE 16. OUT-OF.aSTATE OFFENSES REPORTED TO THE BUREAU AND 
CLEARANCES OF THESE AND PRIOR CASES: 

1944-45 (JULY-JUNE) 

CLASSIFICA'fION OF OFFENSES 

Grand Total ---------------------

Criminal homicide -------------------------
Rape-includin.g carnal knowledge __________ _ 
Robbery ---------------------------------
Aggravated assault ------------------------
Burglary-breaking or entering ____________ _ 
Larceny-except auto theft ________________ _ 
Auto theft -----------·-------------------
Forgery and counterfeiting -----------------
Embezzlement and fraud __________________ _ 
Offenses against the family and children -----
All other offenses : 

Escapes -----------------------------A.W.0.L. (Army & Navy) _____________ _ 

Other -------------------------------
Offense not stated -------------------------

Offenses Cleared by Arrest in 1944-45 
Reported or Known (Includes Exceptional 

to the Bureau Clearances and Prior Cases) 

453 312 

9 5 

5 4 

23 10 
21 15 
57 25 
17 11 
32 12 

4. 3 

55 55 
220 168 

7 3 
3 1 

6. Estimated Property Losses and Recoveries 

In considering the following loss and recovery information it should be borne 
in mind that the data apply only to cases handled by the Bureau. They are not applic
able as an estimate of State-wide crime losses. Officers do not always report the value 
of property losses ; in these cases, an estimate was placed on the merchandise. The total 
estimated loss in 1944-45 Bureau cases was $276,606. Recoveries in the same period 
totaled $198,417. Motor vehicles constituted 66 percent of the total loss and 91 per
cent of the total recovery. Currency losses were second to automobiles in value of 
property taken, livestock third, and jewelry fourth. 
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TABLE 17. ESTIMATED VALUE OF: PROPERTY LOSSES AND RECOVERIES 
. IN BUREAU CASES: 1944-45 (JULY-JUNE) 

PR'OPERTY 

Total 

Losses in Robberies, Burglaries," ·and Larcenies: 

.• ~~~!u!;~!~::oti.~~);p-api-===================================== 
Jewelry; precious :rruitaJs -~-----:----------~~-------------------
Clothing-except furs ------·-----------------------------------
Furs, raw and manufactured; hides ------------------------------
Grain, seeds, feed ---------------------------------------------

Livestock· _ :---. ·--. ___ ·~, _ . ---., ·-. __ . -------------- ___ _ 

LOSS 

$276,60ti 

183,530 
18,204 

6,390 
2,369 
1,700 
1,478 

12,084 

RECOVERY,. 

$198,417 

180,880 
1,377 
3,757 

244 

305 
--------

.Ch fo kens' ---------- .. -- ' - ' ·--· ------- ------------------.. 
Cattle ------------------------------------------ · _______ _ 
Swine _____ · --.------------------~-. ____ ·---------------Sheep --------~- ____ : . ___ . ___ . _ • ________________________ _ 
Turkeys, ducks, geese ------------------------·--------------
Dogs . · _____ · ______ :·- ·. ---- -· ------- ·-------~-----------
Horse,S:· _______ .--------·----- .---------------- __________ _ 

Other property ------·------------------------------------------

Losses in Forgery and Fraud Cases: 
Check cases-forgeries and frauds -------------- ________________ _ 
Other frauds, embezzlement --------------------------------------

1Re.stit11tion is considered !I- recovery, but this fact is seldom_ reported. 

4,422 
2,505 
1,952 30 
1,505 
1,250 175 

350 
100 100 

41,593 11,27.5. 

7,387 138 
1,871 441 

A comparison of livestock losses with the previous year reveals the following: 

1944-45 1943-44 

Total _________________ . - · · ------------- $12,084 $17,321 

Poultry ---------.--------------------------Cattle _______________ :_ ____________________ _ 5,672 10,093 
2,505 1,421 

Swine -· ________ · ------------------------- 1,952 4,278 
Sheep ___ ---------------------------------
Dogs -------------------------------------' 
Horses ------------------------------------

1,505 1,099 
350 
100 430 
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Radio Division 

The Federal Communications Commission listed 18 police radio systems operat
ing in Minnesota from fixed stations during the year 1944-45. These station~ ar_e l_isted 

10 table 18 with the station power and number of portable-mobile units which were 

111 2-way conversation with each station. 

TABLE 18. POLICE RADIO SYSTEMS IN MINNESOTA (JULY 1, 1945). ; 

Call Location 

STATE SYSTEMS: 
KNHD Redwood Falls ____ _ 
Vv'AMV St. Paul ----------

CITY SYSTEMS: 
KQBG Austin ------------
WRJP Brainerd _________ _ 
WFJC Cloquet -----------
KNFE Duluth -----------
KNFE · Duluth-Interzone __ 
KQRK Duluth (Portable) __ 
KQED Faribault _________ _ 
WJUI Hibbing -----------
KQAA Mankato _________ _ 

*Tuned to St. Paul Station. 

Fixed 
Power 

400w 
1;ooow 

25w 
50w 
50w 

400w 
500w 
100w 
100w 

50w 
100w 

Port. 
mob. 

Units 

1 
1 
4 

23 

1 
1 
3 
5 

Call Location 

CITY SYSTEMS (Cont'd): 
KGPB Minneapolis _______ _ 400w 66 
KGPB Mpls.-Interzone __ _ 500w 
KGPR Minneapolis _______ _ 
KQDB Red Wing ______ .:_ __ 
KQAM Rochester ---------" 

400w _(Aux.). 
100w · 1 
25w 4 •· 

KQFY St. Cloud _________ _ 15w 2 · 
WPDS St. Paul ----------
KQGR So. St. Paul _ _: ____ _ 
WDCX Virginia _________ _ 

500w 47 
(15w)'* 3·' 
20w·· ·2•; 

KBZ:B Winona ________ :"."° __ _ 30w 3 

COUNTY SYSTEMS: 
KPDW Dakota __________ _ (15w)* 2 
KANN Hennepin ________ _ 250w 15 
KRIN Kandiyohi ----~-.--- , 
KQKW Ramsey _______ _,_ __ . 

250w 15 
· (15w)* 3 

KNHD was on the air 20,464 times d·uring the_year 1944-45 with 1,102.broad'." 
casts of crimes, arrests, recoveries, and other criminal items; 389 emergency n1essages 
of missing and located persons; 1,211 contacts with fixed and mobile units; 1,367 
repeats of WAMV Twin-City auto thefts and recoveries; and other items. In addition 
to the 642 original criminal broadcasts, there were 460 follow-up calls which suppliecl 
added information or announced arrests, recoveries, or cancellations. These broadc·asts 
are summarized in table 19. Minnesota and out-of-State messages are combined in the 
KNHD tabulations. 

TABLE 19. KNHD BROADCASTS: 1944-45 (JULY-JUNE) 

Classification of Broadcasts 

Grand Total ---------------------------------

Criminal-Total 

Murder and manslaughter --------------------------
Rape-including carnal knowleclge ____ .,_ ____________ _ 
Robbery -----------------------·-------------------
Assault-all degrees -------------------------------Burglary-breaking or entering ____________________ _ 
Larceny--except auto theft -------------------------
Auto theft --------------------------- -·-----------
Forgery and counterfeiting ------------------------
l!'raud and embezzlement --------------------------
All other offenses ---------------------------------

Other: 
Emergency messages, missing persons, etc. -----------,
Contacts with fixed and mobile units -----------------
Tests, signal reports -------------------------- ----
Resumes; repeats -------------------------------'-
Auto-theft summaries for Highway Patrol -----------
,veather reports ----------------------------------
Repeats of WAMV Twin-City auto thefts and recoveries 
Schedules and other -------------------------------

23 

Total 

20,464 

1,102 

4 
2 

10 
1 

77 
89 

522 
25 
22 

350 

389 
1,211 

14,227 
487 
783 

1,367 
898 

Original 

19,141 

642 

2 
1 
8 
1 

62 
64 

261 
19 
17 

207 

203 
1,211 

14,227 
487 
783 

690 
898 

Follow·-up 

1,323 

460 

.2. 
1 
2 

15 
is _ 

261. 
6 
5. 

143 

186 

677 

1· 
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Original (first-alarm) criminal broadcasts by months are shown in table 20. The 
winter months were the lowest for each of the years 1944-45 and 1943-44; this is the 
same seasonal pattern as shown by the 3-year aver~ge. 

TABL;E 20. MONTHLY ORIGINAL KNHD CRIMINAL BROADCASTS: 
1944-45, 1943-44 AND THE 3-YEAR AVERAGE 1939-1941 

Number of Original Broadcasts of Criminal Cases 
3-Year Average 

MONTH 1944-451 1943-44 (1939-1941) 

Total------------------------------------------

July ----------------------------------·-----------
August ----------------- · -------------------- ·-----
September __________ · -------------------------------
October-------------------------------------------
November -----------------------------------------
December------------------------------------------

January ------------------------------------------
February·------------------------------------------

~IRrch ------------------- -----------~------------
April ------ ··------------------. ------ ------------
May ------·---------------------------------------
June---------------------------------------------

1KNHD out of service August 3 to November 15, 1944. 

642 

73 
6 

37 
79 

61 
70 
60 
87 
91 
78 

699 1,933 

85 181 
15 205 
96 184 
96 168 
59 161 
38 131 

67 135 
28 115 
38 134 
42 164 
67 180 
68 173 

TABLE 21. USE OF KNHD BY MINNESOTA POLICE AND SHERIFFS1 

Broadcasts Broadcasts Broadcasts 
(July-June) (July-June) (July-June) 

re '<lt re '<lt re '<lt 
..,jt '<lt '<lt -;ti '<ii '<lt 

Authority -tjl CQ Authority -tjl co Authority -tjl CQ 
'<lt '<lt ➔ ➔ ➔ '<lt 
Ol Ol Ol 0, Ol Ol 
M M M M M i-1 

Police Depts. Police Depts. Police Depts. 

Albert Lea ---------- 7 2 Fairfax ------------ 1 Orton.ville ---------- 2 
Alexandria --------- 5 5 Fairmont ----------- 15 14 Osseo -------------- 1 
Anoka ------------- 2 5 Faribault ----------- 14 19 Owatonna ---------- 13 17 
Belgrade ----------- 1 2 Fergus Falls -------- 4 3 Red Wing ---------- 10 7 
Bemidji ------------ 2 Forest Lake ---------- 1 1 Redwood Falls ------ 1 2 
Benson ------------- 1 2 Hibbing ------------ 1 1 Richfield ------------ 1 
Brainerd ----------- 17 11 Hutchinson --------- 5 Robbinsdale ----·---- 4 
Breckenridge ------- 3 1 International Falls --- 4 Rochester ---------- 14 17 
Brooklyn Center ---- 2 Jordan ------------- 1 3 Rosemount --------- 1 
Buffalo ------------ 1 1 Lake City ---------- 1 St. Cloud ---------- 5 4 
Canby ------------- 4 Lake Crystal -------- 2 St. James ---------- 1 2 
Cannon Falls ------- 1 4 Lamberton ---------- 1 St. Louis Park ----- 2 1 
Clara City --------- 1 Litchfield ---------- 5 2 St. Paul ------•----- 69 96 
Clarkfield ---------- 1 Mahtomedi --------- 2 Sauk Centre -------- 3 
Cloquet ------------ 2 Mankato ----------- 21 20 Sleepy Eye --------- 3 6 
Columbia Heights --- 3 2 Marshall ----------- 1 2 South Haven ------ 1 
Crookston ---------- 2 Minneapolis -------- 265 109 South St. Paul ----- 11 9 
Crosby ------------- 2 Montevideo --------- 1 4 Springfield --------- 1 6 
Dela.no ------------ 1 2 Moorhead ---------- 2 Stillwater ---------- 1 2 
Duluth------------- 22 29 Moose Lake -------- 2 Thief River Falls ---- 1 
East Grand Forks -- 1 16 Nashwauk ---------- 1 White Bear -------- 6 4 
Eden Valley -------- 1 New Prague -------- 2 Willmar ----------- 7 19 
Edina ------------- 4 New mm ---------- 1 6 Winona ------------ 1 5 
Elk Rive~ ---------- 2 Northfield ---------- 5 8 Worthington -------- 5 1 
Ely _.;, ______________ 1 Olivia ------------- 1 

Total-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 581 508 
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Broadcasts 
(July-June) .. 

lQ 
-.::fl 

Authority -tjj 
-.::fl 
Ol 
,-{ 

Sheriffs 

Aitkin ------------- 2 Anoka ____________ _ 

Becker ------------ 7 
Beltrami ----------- 2 
Benton ------------ 1 Big Stone __________ 1 
Blue Earth _________ 6 

Brown------------- 1 
Carlton ------------ 4 
Carv.ir ------------- 14 
Cass --------------- 1 
Chippewa __________ 5 

Chisago ------------ 10 
Clay -------------- 4 Clearwater _________ 1 
Cook --------------
Cottonwood _________ 12 
Crow Wing ________ 3 

Dakota ------------ 8 
Dodge ------------- 1 Douglas ____________ 1 
Faribault ----------- 10 Fillmore ___________ 12 
Freeborn ___________ 2 

Goodhue ----------- 9 
Grant -------- _____ 2 
Hennepin __________ 41 
Houston ____________ 4 
Hubbard ___________ 2 

-.::fl 
-.::fl 
er; 
-.::fl 
Ol ,..., 

2 
1 

12 
2 
2 
2 
5 
4 

19 
1 
7 

11 
7 

10 
4 

10 
3 
3 

12 
6 
2 

11 
1 

38 
9 
4 

Broadcasts 
(July-June) 

Authority 

Sheriffs 

Isanti ____________ _ 
Itasca ------------
Jackson-----------
Kanabec -----------Kandiyohi _________ _ 
Kittson ___________ _ 
Koochiching _______ _ 
Lac qui Parle _____ _ 
Lake _____________ _ 
Lake of the Vv oods __ 
LeSueur ----------
Lincoln ------------Lyon _____________ _ 

McLeod------------Mahnomen ________ _ 

Marshall -----------Martin ____________ _ 

Meeker ------------
Mille Lacs ________ _ 
Morrison -----------Mower ____________ _ 

Murray -----------
Nicollet ------------Nobles ____________ _ 
Norman-----------
Olms~d ------------Otter Tail _________ _ 
Pennington ________ _ 
Pine ______________ _ 

::l, 
-.::fl 
-tjj 
-.::fl 
Ol 
,-{ 

2 
3 
4 

7 

5 
7 

3 
1 
6 
5 

3 
5 
3 
6 
5 
3 

11 
23 

3 
8 

15 
1 
2 

-.::fl 
-.::fl 
er; 
-.::fl 
Ol ,..., 

13 
5 

26 

12 

3 
9 

10 
4 

11 
16 

6 
7 
9 
8 

28 
5 

15 
15 
10 
11 
16 

3 
5 

Broadcasts 
(July-June) 

Authority 

Sheriffs 

Pipestone _________ _ 
Polk _____________ _ 

Pope -------~------
Ramsey _____ -------
Red Lake _________ _ 
Redwood __________ _ 
Renville ___________ _ 
Rice ______________ _ 
Rock _____________ _ 
Roseau ____________ _ 
St. Louis __________ _ 

Scott --------------Sherburne _________ _ 
Sibley ____________ _ 
Stearns ___________ _ 
Steele ____________ _ 
Stevens ___________ _ 
Swift _____________ _ 
Todd _____________ _ 
Traverse __________ _ 
Wabasha __________ _ 
Wadena ___________ _ 
,vaseca ___________ _ 
Washillgton _______ _ 
Watonwan _________ _ 
Wilkin ____________ _ 
\Vinona ___________ _ 
Wright ____________ _ 
Yellow Medicine ____ _ 

~ -.::fl 
-.::fl -.::fl 
-tjj er; 
-.::fl -.::fl 
Ol Ol ,..., ,-{ 

15 7 
3 
1 6 
1 6 

2 
15 18 

4 10 
9 13 
6 8 

2 
1 6 
7 12 
4 3 
4 1 
9 3 
7 10 
4 7 
1 9 

3 
2 7 
2 3 
6 10 
6 11 

17: 6 
10 9 

2 3 
3 

10 11 
2 3 

Tot~-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 445 627 
1Number of times KNHD was authorized to broadcast original or supplementary messages is shown. 
2KNHD out of service August 3 to November 15, 1944. 

Other authorities for KNHD broadcasts are summarized in table 22. Out-of
State agencies authorized 319 or 21.2 percent of KNHD's authorizations in 1944-45. 
These agencies reciprocated by broadcasting Minnesota alarms over their radio net
works. 

TABLE 22. USE OF KNHD BY AUTHORITIES OTHER THAN MINNESOTA 
POLICE AND SHERIFFS 

,,----BROADCASTS--, 
AUTHORITY 1944-45 1943-44 

Minnesota agencies-total 157 234 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension ------------------------------ 64 95 
KNHD ------------------------------------- --------------- 2 
Highway Patrol --------------------------------------------- 7 9 
Federal---------------------------------------------------- 45 57 
Parole Board ----------------------------------·------------- 13 41 
Other ------------------------------------------------------ 28 30 

Out-of-State agencies-total --------------------------------------- 319 241 

"Iowa ------------------------------------------------------- 48 72 
North Dakota ---------------------------------------------- 13 10 
W!~~n~!lrnta _---------------------------------------------- 17 21 

25 30 
Other ( except Federal) --------------------------------------- 23 53 
Feder~---------------------------------------------------- 193 55 
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Identification Division 

A. Fingerprint Section 

The number of civilian records checked for industrial agencies increased in 1944-
45 over the previous year, 26,898 being examined from July 1 through June 30. In 
addition, 3,887 records were checked for military authorities, making a total of 30,785. 
The brief· tabulation in table 23 shows applications and records checked in 1944-45 
compared with the previous year. 

TABLE 23. INDIVIDUAL RECORDS EXAMINED FOR CRIMINAL 
HISTORIES IN NONARREST CASES 

1944-45 1943-44 
AGENCY AND TYPE OF RECORD (July I-June 30) (July I-June 30) 

Total-all agencies ---------------------------------- 30,785 19,656 
----------------

Industrial organizations: 
Applications of prospective employees __________________ _ 26,898 16,256 

Military oUicers : 
Records of civilian and military personnel _____________ _ 3,887 3,400 

Fingerprint records received from all sources during the fiscal year 1944-45 to-
taled 4,036, of which 2,423 were from Minnesota contributors. After checking the 
files 2,760 were found to be new records, increasing the number of different subjects 
on file to 107,915 on June 30, 1945. 

TABLE 24. FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED OF NEW AND OLD SUBJECTS1 

CONTRIBUTOR 

Grand Total ----------------------------

Minnesota agencies-Total ___________________ _ 

Sheriffs -------------------------------Police departments _____________________ _ 
Penal institutions ----------·------------
Other sources ------------------·---------

Out-of-State agencies-Total _________________ _ 

,--NUMBER OF FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED---, 
1944-45 (July I-June 30) 1943-44 (July I-June 30) 

Total New Old Total New Old 

4,036 2,760 1,276 4,873 3,087 1,786 

2,423 1,612 811 3,102 2,041 1,061 

818 615 203 1,075 747 328 
1,180 913 267 1,527 1,207 320 

395 69 326 469 69 400 
30 15 15 31 18 13 

1,613 1,148 465 1,771 1,046 725 
---------------------

St ate Police ---------------------------
Sheriffs --·------------·-----------------Police departments _____________________ _ 
Institutions ---------------------------
Other sources --------------------------

38 
6 

87 
1,461 

21 

38 
5 1 

75 12 
1,017 444 

13 8 

41 41 
3 2 1 

69 64 5 
1,648 932 716 

10 7 3 

1A new subject is one with no previous fingerprint record on file in the State Bureau; an old subject is 
one with a previous record on file. 

Fingerprints received during the year 1944-45 are contrasted in the following 
table with the number received from all sources in 1943-44 and with the average num
ber received annually during the pre-war 3-year period 1938-1940. 

Pre-War 

Fingerprints Received 
1944-45 1943-44 3-Year Average 

(July I-June 30) (July I-June 30) (1938-1940) 

Total ------------------------------·---- 4,036 4,873 10,852 

From Minnesota Agencies ----------------- 2,423 3,102 8,653 
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Identifications of records which were received from Minnesota police officers 
during 1944-45 were at the same high level as in the previous year. ( See table 25) 
Prior records on file were noted in 23.9 percent of the police arrests and 82.5 percent 
of the penal commitments. The latter figure indicates that in more than 8 out of 10 
cases, law-enforcement officers are submitting fingerprint records to the Bureau in 
felony cases resulting in commitment to State institutions. 

TABLE 25. PERCENTAGE OF CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATIONS OF FINGERPRINT 
RECORDS RECEIVED FROM MINNESOTA POLICE AGENCIES AND 

ADULT PENAL INSTITUTIONS1 

CONTRIBUTOR 

r--Percentage of Identifications---
( Subjects with Previous Records) 

1944-4.5 1943-44 
(July 1-June 30) (July 1-June 30) 

Police agencies (sheriffs, police departments, and others) ----L 23.9 
82.5 
33.5 

25.1 
85.3 
34.2 

Penal institutions ( State prison and reformatories) _________ _ 
Total Minnesota agencies and institutions _______________ _:__ 

1The percentage of the total Minn.esota prints which were submitted by police agencies for the fiscal years 
1944-45 and 1943-44 respectively are as follows: 83.7 and 84.9. 

The monthly summary of fingerprint records received ( table 26) reveals that 
June was the high month with 562 while March was low with 190 records received. 
This tabulation reveals that sleepers (noncriminal records) were very seldom finger
printed during the year. Minnesota criminal arrests during the year 1944-45 were most 
common in July and April. 

TABLE 26. MONTHLY SUMMARY OF FINGERPRINT RECORDS RECEIVED 
1944-45 

MONTH 

Total -----------------

July ---------------------
August-------------------
September -----------------
October --------------------November _________________ _ 

December ------------------
January __________________ _ 

February ------------------March ____________________ _ 

April----------------------
May ----------·-----------
June ------------------·----

~FROM MINNESOTA AGENCIES------ From 
From ~PoliceAuthorities--~ Penal Out-of-State 

all Sources Total NoncriminaP Criminal Insts. Agencies 

4,036 

430 
377 
328 
300 
381 
316 

293 
283 
190 
356 
220 
562 

2;028 

258 
172 
143 
128 
214 
121 

168 
147 

96 
223 
141 
217 

32 

5 
1 
2 
3 
4 
2 

1 

1 
7 
6 

1,996 

253 
171 
141 
125 
210 
119 

167 
147 

96 
222 
134 
211 

395 

47 
18 
33 
18 
15 
68. 

21 
46 
18 
60 
14 
37 

1,613 

125 
187 
152 
154 
152 
127 

104 
90 
76 
73 
65 

308 

1Noncriminal are principally "sleepers"; these figures do not include the records which were received from 
transient camps, auxiliary police, defense plants, military authorities, etc. 

TABLE 27. FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED FROM MINNESOTA POLICE 
DEP ARTMENTS1 

1944-45 1943-44 1944.-45 1943-44 
(July 1- (July 1- (July 1- (July 1-

CITY June 30) June 30) CITY June 30) June 30) 

Total --------- 1,180 1,527 Hibbing 5 3 
Mankato ----------- 7 5 

First Class Cities --- 755 1,080 South St. Paul 114 138 
Virginia ___________ 5 

Duluth ------------ 104 99 Other Cities and 
Minneapolis 596 483 Villages ------- 75 63 
St. Paul ----------- 55 498 

Columbia Heights --- 1 4 
Second Class Cities __ 209 225 Delano 5 

East Grand Forks -- 2 1 
Rochester __________ 162 167 Fairmont ---------- 2 
St. Cloud ---------- 25 45 New Ulm ---------- 1 
Winona ----·------- 22 13 Red Wing --------- 40 16 

Sleepy Eye -------- 2 4 
Third Class Cities -- 141 159 Springfield -------- 3 5 

Wadena ----------- 1 
Brainerd ---------- g 8 Willmar ----------- 20 31 
Faribault ---------- 6 
1The police department combines with the sheriff in submitting fingerprints in Albert Lea, Austin, Duluth, 

Fergus Falls, Richfield, and St. Louis Park. 
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TABLE 28. FINGERPRINT RECORDS RECEIVED FROM MINNESOTA 
SHERIFFS' OFFICES1 

COUNTY 

Total --------

Aitkin -----------
Anoka -----------
Becker-----------
Beltrami ---------
Benton ----------
Big Stone --------
Blue Earth -------
Brown-----------
Carlton ----------
Carver-----------
Cass -------------
Chippewa --'--------
Ch~ago ----------
Clay -------------
Clearwater -----·---
Cook -------------Cottonwood _______ _ 
Crow Wing -------
Dakota -----------
Dodge -----------
Douglas -----------
Faribault _________ _ 
Fillmore ----------
Freeborn ---------
Goodhue ---------
Grant -------------
Hennepin ________ _ 
Houston ----------
Hubbard ---------
Isanti -----------
Itasca -----------
Jackson----------
Kanabec -----------
Kandiyohi ________ _ 
Kittson ___________ _ 
Koochiching ______ _ 
Lac qui Parle _____ _ 
Lake ____________ _ 
Lake of the Woods _ 
Le Sueur _________ _ 
Lincoln __________ _ 
Lyon -------------McLeod __________ _ 

1944-45 
(July 1-

June 30) 

818 

6 
2 

17 
I 

7 
15 

5 
2 
5 
3 
3 

26 
9 

4 
42 

134 

I 
7 

16 
34 
12 

129 
2 
6 
I 

1 

11 
2 
5 
2 

4 
5 
5 
5 

1943-44 
(July 1-

June 30) 

1,075 

7 
2 

36 

5 
11 

I 

3 
I 
5 

25 
5 

5 
37 

133 
I 

11 
9 

16 
41 

7 

296 

11 

2 
15 

68 
8 
2 
I 

5 
4 

11 
4 

COUNTY 

Mahnomen _______ _ 
Marshall _________ _ 
Martin ___________ _ 
Meeker __________ _ 
Mille Lacs _______ _ 
Morrison _________ _ 
Mower-----------
Murray -----------Nicollet __________ _ 
Nobles ___________ _ 
Norman __________ _ 
Olmsted __________ _ 
Otter Tail ________ _ 
Penningto11 _______ _ 
Pine ____________ _ 
Pipestone ________ _ 
P~k _____________ _ 

Pope -------------Ramsey __________ _ 
Red Lake ________ _ 
Redwood _________ _ 
Renville __________ _ 
Rice--------------Rock ____________ _ 
Roseau __________ _ 
St. Louis _________ _ 
Scott ____________ _ 
Sherburne ________ _ 
Sibley ___________ _ 
Stearns __________ _ 
Stacie ____________ _ 
Stevens __________ _ 
Swift ____________ _ 
Todd ____________ _ 
Traverse _________ _ 
Wabasha _________ _ 
·wadena ----------.-
Waseca __________ _ 
Washington _______ _ 
\Vatonwan _______ _ 
Wilkin ___________ _ 
\Vinona -----------Wright ___________ _ 
Yellow Medicine ----

1944-45 
(July 1-

June 30) 

3 
3 

3 
13 

3 

11 

96 
4 

2 
33 

2 
5 
1 
1 
3 

15 
1 

4 

25 
10 

2 

6 

2 
1 
7 
6 

14 
1 

12 

1943-44 
(July,1-

Ju:ie 30) 

I 
3 
3 
2 

10 
1 
4 
9 
4 
7 

79 
4 

5 
17 

18 

2 
4 

10 

1 

5 

3 
32 
13 

2 

(j 

1 

6 
8 
5 
(j 

1.5 
I 

1Police department in county seat combines with sheriff's office in submitting fin.gerprints in the counties 
of Freeborn, Mower, Otter Tail, Pennington, and St. Louis. The Cook and Lake County prisoners are 
fingerprinted by the Duluth Police Department; Benton County prisoners are fingerprinted by the 
Stearns County Sheriff. 

In 56 cases objects brought to the Bureau, by other officers as well as by Bureau 
personnel, were processed for latent prints. In 37 cases latent prints were photographed. 
In addition, comparison of "new suspect" fingerprints with latent prints previously 
processed is requested from time to time. 

Eight circulars were issued during the year. Bureau circulars, forwarded to a 
nation-,vide mailing list, have proven to be an effective aid in the apprehension of 
fugitives. 

Continuing the policy of exchanging criminal records with cooperating agencies, 
the identification division forwarded 328 fingerprint cards and photographs to Minne
sota and out-of-State authorities during the year 1944-45. Agencies receiving each of 
these felony records, supplied to the Bureau by the State Reformatory and Prison, are 
listed below: 

AGENCIES SUPPLIED WITH FINGERPRINT RECORDS 
OF FELONY PRISONERS 

Minnesota Police 

Duluth 
Minneapolis 
St. Paul 
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Out-of-State Authorities 

Michigan State Police 
North Dakota State Bureau 
South Dakota State Prison 



Another important act1v1ty of the division is the publishing of the weekly bul-
· letin, now mailed to over 7 50 authorities throughout the nation. The bulletin con
tains records of crimes, stolen property, wanted perSDns, releases from penal institutions, 
warnings, general information, and notices to law-enforcement officers. Upon request 
circu1ars furnished by law-enforcement agencies are enclosed with the weekly bulletin. 
The distribution of the bulletin is now as follows: 

State Number of Addresses 

Minnesota --------------------------------------------
Iowa------------------------------------------------
N orth Dakota ----------------------------------------
t~~!~i~rnta -----------------------------------------

Other states ------------------------------------------
Canada----------------------------------------------

Tot~ --------------------------------------------

422 
50 
36 
47 
65 

137 
14 

771 

In addition to the above, the daily routine work of the identification division 
includes: checking, adding to, and correcting records to keep them up-to-date at all 
times; cooperating with all Federal and State law-enforcement units; supplying Bureau 
investigators and others with pictures and other data concerning wanted persons; and 
photographic activities. 

B. Photographic Section 

There were 625 photographs taken and 2,100 prints made in 1944-45. There 
were 74 prisoners photographed by the Bureau in 1944-45 including those taken in 
the Bureau office and at the Women's Reformatory at Shakopee. By means of the 
photostatic machine the division made 221 copies of 158 different instruments and 
photographs during the year. There were 88 photographs other than those of prisoners. 

TABLE 29. SUMMARY OF PHOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES O:F THE 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION: 1944-45 (JULY-JUNE) 

PHOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES 
Total ----------------·----------------------------

Prisoners photographed --------------------------------
Photographic copies of photos, checks, and instruments ___ _ 
Photostatic copies of photos, checks, and instruments ______ _ 
Latent prints ------·------------------------------- ---
Scenes of crimes photographed -------------------------
Enlargements ----------------------------------------~ 
Additional prints made from "ola." films -----------------
Miscellaneous -----------------------------------------

30 

Cases 
308 

74 
43 
80 
37 
15 

27 
32 

Photos 
625 

74 
45 

158 
183 

62 

103 

Prints 
2,100 

444 
350 
221 
243 
159 
124 
334 
225 

1 
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Bureau Laboratory 

The Bureau laboratory, with its microscopes, ultraviolet and infrared lamps, 
chemical equipment, ballistics apparatus, and other aids, is operated to serve local of
ficers throughout the State as well as to assist Bureau investigators. The duties of the 
crime chemist are of a technical nature and include the observation, study, analysis) 
and experimentation necessary to furnish assistance in the investigation and prosecu
tion of diminal cases. When called to a crime scene, he makes a routine investigation 
even though no specimens are obtained. Examinations made in the laboratory include 
the following: 

1. Chemical, microscopic, or microchemical examinations to determine 
the presence of: 

Blood 
Liquor 
Poisons 

Narcotics 
Acid stains 
Seminal fluids 

Gunpowder residues 
Volatile oils ( arson cases) 

2. Analyses and examinations by various chemical and physical methods 
of many types of evidence, such as: 

Marihuana 
Human bones 
Tire treads 
Human tissue 
Pencil marks 

Wood splinters 
Dust in clothing 
Check protectors 
Unknown substances 
Alterations and erasures 

Clothing fibers and fabrics 
Inks on important documents 
Bullets) shells, and firearms 
Minute quantities of material 
String, yarn, rope, paper, etc. 

3. Other determinations, tests, and investigations, such as: 

Reading so-called invisible-ink writing 
Making metallic casts of tool and jimmy marks 
Determining the make of gun which fired a given bullet 
Restoring serial numbers which have been filed or ground off 
Identifying tool marks as having been made with a specific tool 
Preparing plaster casts and photographs of footprints, tire tracks, etc. 
Examining and photographing forgeries and obliterations by infrared 

light . 
Examining extractor, ejector, firing, and breech marks on fired shell 

cases 
Studying samples of typewriting microscopically to determine individual 

characteristics 
Photographing microscopically tool marks on Bafes and other objects for 

future reference. 

Local officers in 33 different counties received assistance of the laboratory chem
ist during the year 1944-45. Assistance was also given out-of-state authorities in two 
Iowa cases. The Bureau welcomes the opportunity to furnish scientific laboratory ser
vice to law-enforcement officers. 

It is difficult to make a tabulation of laboratory activities which will reflect ac
curately the work performed. One assignment may take a few minutes while another 
may require days or weeks. The principal activities of the laboratory in the 65 cases 
handled from July 1, 1944 through June 30, 1945, however, have been roughly classi-
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fied in table 30. Ballistics tests and examinations of firearms, bullets, and shells we 
made in 6 cases; chemical tests and analyses were made in 31 cases; while microscop~e 
examinations were made in 11 cases. Infrared, microscopic, and ultraviolet photographc 
was included in 37 cases, and there were other types of examinations in 16 cases. Ou[ 
of-state cases are included in tables in this section. 

TABLE 30. ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU LABORATORY: 
1944-45 (JULY-JUNE) 

ACTIVITY 

Ballistics; tests of firearms, bullets, shells ___________ _ 

Photographs-Total -------------------------------

Infrared-------------------------------------
Microphotographs ----------------------------
Ultraviolet -----------------------------------
Other ---------------------------------------

Chemical analyses-Total --------------------------

For blood -------------------------------------
For po~ons ----------------------------------
Other ---------------------------------------

Microscopic examinations-Total ____________________ _ 

Histologic ------------------------------------
Other ---------------------------------------

Examinations by ultraviolet light ____________________ _ 
Other examinations -------------------------------

Cases 

6 

37 

2 
6 
1 

28 

31 

11 
13 

7 

11 

4 
7 

3 
13 

Estimated 
Number of Tests 

Examinations, et~. 

137 

231 

3 
17 

2 
209 

1,616 

165 
1,422 

29 

48 

27 
21 

40 
38 

The number and types of cases in which the Bureau laboratory participated are 
shown in table 31. The total number of cases in table 31 is less than in table 30 be
causr one case sometimes involves several activities. 

TABLE 31. TYPES OF CASES IN WHICH LABORATORY EXAMINATIONS 
WERE MADE: 1944-45 (JULY-JUNE) 

TYPES OF CASES 

Total----------------------------------------------------

Violent and suspicious deaths -----------------------------·-----
Rape or carnal knowledge, other sex cases; suspected offenses _______ _ 
Robbery ------________________ ----------------------- --------
Aggravated assault, shootings, etc. (including suspected food poisoning) 
Burglary-breaking or entering ----------------------------------
Larceny _____________ ---------------------------------------
Forgery and fraud--------------------------------------------
Malicious destruction of property, killing of livestock, etc. __________ _ 
Hit-run and other auto accidents, nonfatal ------------------------
Other -------------------------------·------------------------

Number of Cases1 

65 

9 
2 
1 
3 

21 
1 
3 

16 
3 
6 

1An examination which covers several offenses is counted as one laboratory case in this tabulation. 
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Division of Criminal Statistics 
This division compiles the Bureau's annual report, and maintains an extensive 

file of statistics pertaining to crime and criminals. Research studies are undertaken 
when time permits or the occasion arises. Although the division devotes a greater por
tion of its time to the tabulation and analysis of Bureau activities, considerable progress 
has been made in collecting State-wide criminal statistics. 

Examination of the information in this report will show the detail involved in 
compiling Bureau records and the State-wide data. Requests for statistics from of
ficials and the public in general consume considerable time during the year, also, as 
do the special projects which arise. Activities of the division may be represented by 
the following listing of statistical compilations: 

A. Compilation of data re Bureau activities: 

1. Tabulating and analyzing cases handled by the Bureau showing 
Minnesota and out-of-State, rural and urban, and cleared and not cleared 
status. 

2. Analyzing in detail robberies, burglaries, larcenies, check cases, es
capes, and missing person cases. 

3. Classifying arrests on Bureau cases. 

4. Estimating losses and recoveries in Bureau cases by type of property 
stolen. 

5. Analyzing laboratory activities, 

6. Compiling radio station statistics. 

7. Preparing expenditure and personnel tabulations. 

8. Listing activities of identification division. 

B. Compilation of State-wide criminal statistics: 

1. Collecting and analyzing Uniform Crime Reports 
Monthly crime reports are collected from 87 sheriffs and 81 chiefs 
of police. These reports, covering the major crimes most commonly 
reported to the police, included over 27,000 crimes during the 
two years 1943-44. In addition, a supplementary report showing a 
modus operandi breakdown of these crimes and the value of losses 
and recoveries is obtained from municipal officers. Annual arrest 
reports are also collected from the 168 law-enforcement agencies 
included in the reporting area showing the number of persons ar
rested for each crime classification. 

2. Verifying monthly crime reports 
Crimes known to the Bureau are checked against monthly reports 
and if not included they are added to the returns. Correspondence 
with contributing officers increases the value of the records. Over 
600 offenses were added to reports in the two years 1943-44 by 
this process. 
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3. Collecting judicial criminal statistics 

4. 

5. 

Individual case cards are received from the 87 clerks of district 
court for each defendant in criminal .actions. The cards contain
ing offense data are checked against Uniform Crime Reports. 
They also serve a useful purpose in supplying dispositions to other 
departments. During the two years 1943-j-4 cards were received 
for over 1,900 defendants whose cases were tallied as final 
dispositions. 

Collecting penal statistics 
_ Monthly reports of admissions and discharges are received from 
the State prison and reformatories for men and women and the 
St. Peter Hospital for the Criminally Insane. 

Tabulating data concerning sex offenders 
Probate courts supply reports on psychopathic personality pa
tients examined under provisions of the 1939 law. 

6. Analyzing bank crimes in Minnesota and other states. 

7. Compiling arrest data based on fingerprint records received. 

8. Collecting data concerning homicides and suicides. 

The data reflecting Bureau activities have been presented in the preceding pages. 
Selected data from available State-wide criminal statistics are tabulated and analyzed 
in the following section . 

• 
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SECTION II 

State-Wide Criminal Statistics 

It should not be inferred that statistical control has been obtained in the senes 
presented in this section, or that the data can be accepted at their face value as a re
liable index of crime in Minnesota. 

A. Offenses Known to the Police (including sheriffs) Based· on 
Monthly "Return A" Reports. 

The Bureau cooperates with the Federal Bureau of Investigation in collecting 
crime statistics and the Federal "Handbook Containing Suggestions for the Prepara
tion of Uniform Reports" has been adopted as the official manual of instructions. 
This was done in order that Minnesota reports would be more comparable with 
other states. 

1. Extent of Reporting Area 

Prior to the beginning of the statistical division in September 1935, monthly 
crime reports were submitted to the Bureau on a voluntary basis. The following tabu
lation shows the results achieved by the division after 1935. 

TABLE 32. CONTRIBUTORS WHO SUBMITTED MONTHLY CRIME REPORTS 
FOR ENTIRE YEAR: 1930-19441 

Year 

1930 --------------------------------------------
1931 --------------------------------------------
1932 --------------------------------------------
1933 --------------------------------------------
1934 --------------------------------------------

1935 --------·-----------------------------------
1936 --------------------------------------------
1937 ------------------------------------- ------
1938 --------------------------------------------
1939 --------------------------------------------

1940 --------------------------------------------
1941 ----------------------------------·----------
1942 --------------------------------------------
1943 --------------------------------------------
1944 --------------------------------------------

Chiefs 

14 
30 
33 
36 
37 

37 
72 
72 
72 
71 

68 
73 
75 
75 

.. 72 

Sheriffs 

19 
14 
11 

6 
87 
87 
84 
78 

76 
72 
73 
73 
71 

1There are 87 sheriffs in the State; 72 chiefs were includecl in the reporting area from 1930-1940; in 
1941, 6 more were added. Three chiefs in places under 2,500 submit reports voluntarily; they are 
excluded from this table. 

In table 33 there is tabulated the number of police departments and sheriffs' of
fices from which 12 monthly crime reports were received during 1944. The data are 
shown for cities and counties according to size with 1940 population figures. Police 
departments, in places 2,500 or over, it may be pointed out, are requested to report 
crimes which occurred in their municipalities even though the cases were handled by 
the sheriff; sheriffs are notified to tabulate on Return A only the offenses which were 
committed in places under 2,500 and in rural areas. 
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TABLE 33. POLICE AND SHERIFFS SUBMITTING COMPLETE REPORTS 
FOR 1944: BY POPULATION GROUPING 

Police or 
Total No. Sheriffs Filing Population Represent cl 

of Cities or ,--12 Returns--, Total ,----in Returns~e 
POPULATION GROUP Countits No. Percent Population Number Percent 

Entire State ------- 165 143 86.7 2,792,300 2,564,052 91.8 

Urban Places ----------- 78 72 92.3 1,390,098 1,369,768 98.S-

Cities 250,000 or over _______ 2 2 100.0 780,106 780,106 100:0--
Cities 100,000 to 249,999 ---- 1 1 100.0 101,065 101,065 100.0 
Cities 25,000 to 49,999 1 1 100.0 26,312 26,812 100.0 
Cities 10,000 to 24,999 ====== 11 11 100.0 170,763 170,763 100.0 
Cities 2,500 to 9,999 -------- 63 57 90.5 311,852 291,522 93.5 

Rural Areas ----------- 87 71 81.6 1,402,202 1,194,284 85.2 

Counties 25,000 to 100,0001 -- 8 8 100.0 296,281 296,281 100~ 
Counties 10,000 to 24,999 ____ 61 50 82.0 965,951 795,322 82.3 
Counties under 10,000 _______ 18 13 72.2 139,970 102,681 73.4 

1 St. Louis County with 54,355 is the only one with a rural population over 50,000. 

It is apparent in table 33 that the 92 percent of the cities reporting represent 
nearly 99 percent of the urban population and that the 82 percent of the counties 
reporting include 8.5 percent of the rural population. 

2. Summary of Class I Offenses Reported in 1944 Contrasted with 
Previous Years 

The seven crimes ( referred to as class I crimes) most commonly called to the 
attention of the police which are included in these reports are: murder and man
slaughter, rape (including carnal knowledge), robbery (holdup, etc.), aggravated as
sault, burglary (breaking or entering), larceny ( except auto theft), and auto theft. 
Attempted offenses of this type are included, but complaints which prnved to be un
founded are excluded. 

The numl:er of these crimes which were reported during 1944 by police depart
ments in urban areas (places witli 2,.500 or more inhabitants) and by sheriffs in each 
cmmty is presented in tables 68 and 69 in the appendix. These data are published in 
order that interested individuals and organizations may have :nformation available 
concerning crime in their communities. Individual cities and counties should not be 
compared with each other without considering the factors below. As pointed out by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation\ "the amount of crime committed in a community 
is not solely chargeable to the police but is rather a charge against the entire com
munity". Some of the factors affecting the amount of crime listed by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation which must be considered are: 

"Population of the city and metropolitan area adjacent thereto. 
The composition of the population with reference particularly to age, 

sex, and race. 
The economic status and activities of the population. 
Climate. 
Educational, recreational, and religious facilities. 
The number of police employees per unit of population. 
The standards governing appointments to the police force. 
The policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts. 
The attitude of the public toward law-enforcement problems. 
The degree of efficiency of the local law-enforcement agency.m 

'Uniform Crime Reports, Vol. XV No. 2, FBI \Vashington, D.C., page 72. 
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"In comparing crime rates," the Federal Bureau of Investigation publication 
continues, "it is generally more important to determine whether the figures for a given 
community show increases or decreases in the amount of crime committed than to as
certain whether the figures are above or below those of some other community." 

The total miml:-er of offenses known to the police in 1944 is given in table 34 
together with 1943 and the 3-year average ( 1938-40). The number of estimated of
fenses in areas not reporting for 1944 was obtained by applying the known rate to the 
population of the delinquent area~ (see table 70 in the appendix). If the Bureau had 
record of more offenses than the estimate indicated, the Bureau figure was used. 

TABLE 34. NUMBER OF OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE IN MINNESOTA 
RURAL AND URBAN AREAS REPORTED ON RETURN A: 1944 

CONTRASTED WITH 1943 AND 3-YEAR A VERAGE1 

(Offenses in areas not reporting were estimated in 1943 and 1944) 

,--------NUMBER OF OFFENSES REPORTE1~------~ 

OFFENSE 
CLASSU~ICAT ION 

3-Year Average 
~---1944---~ ~---194 ~1938-1940--~ 
State Rural Urban State Rural Urban Stat,e Rural Urban 

All Class I Offenses 

Murcler and non-neg
ligent manslaughter 

Manslaughter by neg
ligence ---------

Rape-including car-
nal knowledge ___ _ 

Robbery ----------
Aggravated assault __ 
Burglary -----------

Larceny-except auto 
theft-Total ------

$50 or over _____ _ 
Under $50 ______ _ 

Auto theft ------.----

13,158 

33 

62 

138 
174 
142 

3,052 

7,986 

1,332 
6,654 

1,571 

1,982 

13 

27 

46 
15 
37 

727 

903 

305 
598 

214 

11,176 

20 

35 

92 
159 
105 

2,325 

7,083 

1,027 
6,056 

1,357 

13,932 

38 

46 

174 
194 
126 

3,112 

8,595 

1,339 
7,256 

1,647 

1,999 

12 

20 

78 
26 
36 

733 

867 

296 
571 

227 

11,933 

26 

26 

96 
168 
90 

2,379 

7,728 

1,043 
6,685 

1,420 

19,694 

40 

30 

164 
571 
197 

4,612 

11,346 

1,640 
9,706 

2,725 

3,347 

20 

25 

87 
105 

63 
1,136 

1,544 

493 
1,051 

367 

16,347 

20 

14 

77 
466 
134 

3,476 

9,802 

1,147 
8,655 

2,358 

1Rural classification includes places uil.der 2,500; urban includes vlaccs with 2,500 or more inhabitants. 
See table 70 for source of 1944 data. 

During 1944, the third year of war for the United States, an estimated total of 
13,158 Class I offenses were known to the police; this is 33.2 percent under the pre
war 3-year average of 19,694 for the years 1938-1940. Likewise there were 40.8 per
cent fewer rural offenses and 31.6 percent fewer urban crimes of the type reported. 
Of the 1944 offenses, only 1,982 or 15.1 percent were rural. 

The effect of the war on crime is indicated by a comparison of individual 1944 
crimes with the pre-war average. The offenses are grouped below showing the per
centage changes in 1944. 

Crime 
Classification 

Percentage Change in 1944 
Compared with the 3-year 

Pre-war Average (1938-40) 

Crimes against the person 
Manslaughter by negligence -------------------------------
Rape, including carnal knowledge --------------------------
Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter ----------------------
Aggravated assault -----------------------------------------

Crimes against property 
Larceny-$50 or over -------------------------------------
Larceny-under $50 --------------------------------------
Burglary, breaking or entering _____ :_ _______________________ _ 
Auto theft -----------------------------------------------
Robbery ----------------------- -------------------------

+59.o 
-15.9 
-17.5 
-27.9 

-18.8 
-31.4 
-33.8 
-42.3 
-69.5 

Reported manslaughter-by-negligence cases showed an increase again in 1944, but 
this is because the average is based on a period of madequate reporting of auto deaths 
on Return A. All other offenses decreased in 1944. Robberies declined the most, nearly 
70 percent, while auto thefts declined over 40 percent. 

37 



Beginning in 1938, individual offenses known to the Bureau were checked against 
monthly returns; and they were added if it appeared that they were not shown thereon 
after first corresponding with the contributor for verification. This fact may account 
for part of the increase in the number of offenses which were listed for 1938 and 
i 939 as compared with the previous years as shown in table 35. The major increase 
occurred, however, in the larceny-under-$50 grouping; and this may be accounted 
for by improved reporting of minor larcenies known to contributors, especially in the 
large cities. The increase in the manslaughter-by-negligence classification is no doubt 
accounted for by more accurate reporting· of auto fatalities and the Bureau's verifica
tion procedure. It is clear, therefore, that an increased crime rate is not in itself suf
ficient evidence of an actual increase in crime; other factors as to the reliability of the 
data must be taken into consideration before any such conclusion is justified. 

TABLE 35. OFFENSES KNOWN TO THE POLICE IN MINNESOTA: BY YEARS1 

NUMBER OF OFFENSE::'. 
.---Larcenies--~ 

All Mans. by Rob- Ag. Burg- Over Under . Auto 
Year Offenses Murder Neg. Rape bery Ass'lt lary Total $50 $50 'l'heft 

1936 16,784 38 31 101 788 274 4,778 7,203 1,348 5,855 3,571 
1937 17,075 35 10 73 661 180 4,000 8,843 1.604 7,239 3,273 
1938 19,341 33 29 127 648 175 4,203 10,984 1;n6 9,268 3,142 
1939 20,166 54 27 156 649 207 4,665 11,582 1,604 9,978 2,826 
1940 19,575 35 61 208 416 210 4,967 11,473 1,600 9,873 2,205 

1941 18,992 46 53 237 313 191 4,497 11,445 1,670 , 9,775 2,210 
1942 16,507 36 63 163 271 187 3,665 10,387 1,443 8,944 1,735 
1943 13,932 . 38 46 174 194 126 3,112 8,595 1,339 7,256 1,647 
1944 13,158 33 62 138 174 142 3,052 7,986 1,332 6,654 1,571 

1Offenses in places not reporting were estimated beginning in 1942. Prior to then, Bureau records of crime 
in delinquent areas served as the basis for offenses in these areas. 

· Examination of a yearly comparison of rural and urban offenses in the Bureau 
files reveals that two urban offense groups declined continuously from 1936 to date. 
These crimes were robbery and auto theft. There were 630, 541, 532, 516, 350, 247, 
219, 168, and 159 urban robbery offenses reported for the years 1936 to 1944, re
spectively; similarly, there were 3,305; 2,951; 2,693; 2,453; 1,927; 1,902; 1,438; 
1,420; and.1,357 auto thefts for the years 1936-1944. . , 

Offenses known to the police are shown as rates per 100,000 inhabitants ( 1940 
Census) in table 36. Estimated offenses were excluded in this table. 

TABLE 36. NUMBER OF CLASS I OFFENSES PER 100,000 
POPULATION IN RURAL AND URBAN AREAS: 1944 

COMPARED WITH 1943 AND 3-YEAR A VERAGE1 

(Minnesota offenses reported on Return A) 

,---:-NUMBER OF OFFENSES REPORTED PER 100,000 INHABITANTS--, 
3-Year Average 

OFFENSE 1944 1943 .---1938-1940-~ 
CLASSIFICATION State Rural Urban State Rural Urban State Rural Urban 

All Class I Offenses 498.8 142.1 809.8 521.8 143.1 861.7 705.3 238.7 1,176.0 

Murder and non-neg-
ligent manslaughter 1.2 0.9 1.5 1.4 0.9 1.9 1.4 1.4 1.4 

Manslaughter by neg-
ligence __________ 2.2 1.9 2.6 1.6 1.3 1.9 1.4 1.8 1.0 

Rape-including car-
nal knowledge ____ 5.1 3.4 6.6 6.3 5.6 6.9 5.9 6.2 5.5 

Robbery _.'._ _ _::_ ______ 6.6 0.8 11.6 7.3 1.9 12.2 20.4 7.5 33.5 
Aggravated assault __ 5.3 2.6 7.6 4.7 2.6 6.5 7.1 4.5 9.7 
Burglary __________ 114.2 52.1 168.4 115.3 52.6 171.7 165.2 81.0 250.1 

Larceny - except auto 
theft-total ------ 304.5 65.1 513.2 323.6 62.1 558.3 406.3 110.1 705.2 

$50 or over ------ 50.0 21.8 74.5 49.7 21.0 75.4 58.7 · 35.2 82.5 
Under $50 · _______ 254.5 43.3 438.7 273.9 41.1 482.9 347.6 74.9 622.7 

Auto .theft .:.~.,------- 59.7 · 15.3 98.3 61.6 16.1 102.3 97.6 26.2 169.6 

1The Census Bureau's 1940 population data were used in calculating all of the above rates. 
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Benson, Breckenridge, Glenwood, Jackson, Park Rapids, and Windom with a 
total population of 16,328 became urban in the 1940 census. They are included with 
the rural data in the 1940 tabulation, however, because the sheriffs reported offenses 
in these places. Nashwauk and Proctor were urban in 1940 and prior data, but they 
became rural in the 1940 census. 

Urban vs. Rural Crime Rates 

It is commonly stated that crime is more prevalent in urban centers. That this 
contention is borne out in Minnesota is apparent when the rural and urban rates in 
table 37 are compared. 

Offense Classification 

All Class I offenses 

1944 
Ratio of Urban to 
Rural Crime Rate 

5.7 

Murder and nonncgligent manslaughter --------------------------- 1.7 
.Manslaughter by negligence ------------------------------------ 1.4 
Rape-including carnal knowledge ------------------------------- 1.9 
Robbery --------------------------------·--------------------- 14.5 
Aggravated assault ----~--------------------------------------- 2.9 
Burglary ---------------------------------------------------- 3.2 

Larceny-except auto theft-total -------------------------------- 7.9 

$50 or over ---------------------------------------------- 3 .4 
Under $50 ----------------------------------------------- 10.1 

Auto theft--------------------------------------------------- 6.4 

During 1944, minor larcenies ( under $50) in urban places exceeded those report
ed in rural areas by a ratio of 10 to 1. Auto thefts and robberies were also predom
inantly urban crimes, the rate in cities exceeding the rural rate by ratios of over 6 to 1 
and 14 to 1 respectively. Urban larcenies where the loss was $50 or over. and urban 
burglaries exceeded rural cases by ratios of over 3 to 1. 

Crimes against the person were less urban in frequency of occurrence. Rape cases 
favored urban places by a ratio of only 2 to 1 while the highest ratio was 3 to 1 for 
aggravated assault. 

Crime Rates by Population Groups 

In order to furnish crime-rate data for rural and urban population groups, table 
37 is presented. Local cities ( except groups I and II) and counties may fairly be com
pared with the average rates for their respective population grouping as shown in this 
table. 
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To bring out the contrast in rural and urban crime rates, the average rate for the 
5-ye~r period 1937-1941 is contrasted with 1944 in table 38 for crimes against the 
person and crimes against property including robbery. 

TABLE 38. 1944 RURAL AND URBAN CRIME RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS 
AND THE AVERAGE NUMBER AND PERCENT OF OFFENSES ' 

CONTRASTED WITH THE 1937-1941, 5-YEAR AVERAGE 
Rate per 100,000 ,------Number and Percent of Offenses------, 

,--Inhabitants1---, ,----Rural-~ ,----Urban-
Offense Classification Rural Urban Number Percent Number Percent, 

All Class I Offenses Reported: 
5-year average 1937-1941 ---- 223.6 1,143.3 3,136 100.0 15,893 100.0 
1944 ---------------------- 142.l 809.8 l,982 100.0 11,176 100.0 

Crimes against the person (murder, 
mansla ug;hter, rape, and aggra-
vated assault) : 

5-year average 1937-1941 ---- 13.6 l 7.l 191 6.l 238 l.5 
1944 ---------------------- 8.8 18.3 123 6.2 252 2.E 

Crimes against property (robbery, 
burglary, larceny, and auto 
theft) : 

5-year average 1937-1941 ---- 210.0 1,126.2 2,945 93.9 15,655 98.5 
1944 ---------------------- 133.3 791.5 1,859 93.8 10,924 97.7 

1Population for 1940 used in calculating rates. 

The urban rate during 1944 and the 5-year period was over five times the rural 
rate for crimes against property. Crimes against the person, while typically urban, were 
only twice the rural rate in 1941 and less than that on an average. The violent crimes of 
homicide, rape, and aggravated assault constituted 6.2 percent of the rural class I 
crimes in 1944 but only 2.3 percent of the urban total. 

3. Offenses Cleared by Arrest 

Clearances of Class I offenses in Minnesota are presented in detail in tables 72 
and 73 in the appendix. By reference to these tables, and to table 71, clearances of an 
individual department may be compared with the average for its population grouping. 
Rural and urban clearances reported for 1944 may be contrasted as follows: 

Offense 

Tot~----------------------------------------

Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter ______________ _ 
Manslaughter by negligence ---------'----------------
Rape-including carnal knowledge ------------·------
Robbery· -----------------------------------------
Aggravated assault -------------------------------
Burglary ----------------------------------------
Larceny, $50 or over-----------------------------
Larceny, under $50 ------------------------------
Auto theft ----------------------------------------

,--Percent Cleared-, 
Rural Urban 

44.3 

90.9 
95.7 
87.5 
60.0 
96.8 
41.8 
34.6 
41.2 
47.0 

36.4 

95.0 
94.3 
84.6 
38.4 
80.8 
43.9 
41.4 
31.4 
32.6 

Rural clearances exceeded urban for all crimes except murder and nonnegligent man
slaughter, burglary, and larcenies valued at $50 or more. The rural crimes most fre
quently solved were crimes against the person, over 85 percent of these offenses being 

_ cleared. Rural aggravated assaults were cleared in 96.8 percent of the cases, man
slaughter by negligence in 9 5. 7, murder in 90. 9, and rape in 87 .5 percent of the cases. 
The urban offenses most commonly solved, also, were crimes against the person ; the 
percent cleared being 95.0 for murder, 94.3 for manslaughter by negligence, 84.6 for 
rape, and 80.8 for assault cases. 

The rural crimes least likely to be solved were in order: larceny $50 or over 
( 34.6 percent), larceny under $50 ( 41.2 percent), burglary ( 41.8 percent), and auto 
theft (47.0 percent). Over half of the rural robberies (60 percent) were cleared. 
Similarly, urban crimes least likely to be cleared were: larceny under $50 ( 31.4 per
cent), auto theft (32.6 percent), robbery (38.4 percent), larceny $50 or over (41.4 
percent), and burglary ( 43.9 percent). -
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4. The Reliability of Monthly Crime Reports. 

In order to increase the accuracy of monthly crime reports, the statistical d ._ 
vision checks them against the Bureau's known offenses. Similarly, offenses reported b

1 

clerks of district court are also checked against Return A data and adjustments or al 
ditions are made after correspondence with the contributor. If a report shows 

0 ne 
burglary, for example, but the Bureau has a record of two, one would be added. It 
is necessary to assume that the one burglary offense already shown was one of the 
Bureau's cases; in other words, only· those offenses are added which are obvious! 
omitted. Beginning in 194-3 contributors were requested to furnish a list of facts re~ 
garding offenses tallied on their reports; this list facilitated the work of checking the 
reports. The Bureau's verification procedure resulted in the addition of 385 offenses 
to 1943 returns and 263 to 1944 returns. These represented additions to the returns. 
reclassifications and corrections to reports were not included in the data. A sumrnar; 
of the number of offenses which were added to the 1944 returns follows in table 39. 

TABLE 39. NUMBER OF OFFENSES ADDED TO AND PERCENT INCREASE 
OVER CRIMES REPORTED DURING 1944: BY POPULATION GROUPS1 

,---Larcenies~ 
Grouping of 
Contributors Total 

Mans. Aggra. $50 or Under Auto 
Murder by Neg. Rape Robbery Ass'lt Burglary · Over $50 Theft 

State Total 
Offenses 
Reported ___ 12,526 
Offenses 
Added _____ 263 
Percent 
Increase __ _ 

Urban Total 
Offenses 

2.1 

Re-ported ___ 10,985 
Offenses 
Added_____ 107 
Percent 
Increase __ _ 

Rural Total 
Offenses 

1.0 

Reported ___ 1,541 
Offenses 
Added_____ 156 
Percent 
Increase ___ 10.1 

27 

4 

14.8 

17 

3 

17.6 

10 

1 

10.0 

43 

15 

34.9 

31 

4 

12.9 

12 

11 

91.7 

Offenses Added by Population Groupings 

Urban: 
Group I 
Group II 
Group IV 
Group V 
Group VI 

Rural: 

11 

17 
79 

Group III 2 
Group IV _ 41 
Group V _ 103 
Group VI _ 10 

2 
1 

1 

3 

1 

6 
5 

107 

24 

22.4 

77 

14 

18.2 

30 

10 

33.3 

8 

3 

3 

3 

7 

169 

159 

10 

117 

18 

15.4 

99 

5 

5.1 

18 

13 

72.2 

2 

3 

3 
9 
1 

2,877 

51 

1.8 

2,284 

22 

1.0 

593 

29 

4.9 

3 
19 

2 
22 

5 

1,248 

33 

2.6 

1,012 

9 

0.9 

236 

24 

10.2 

1 
8 

10 
12 

2 

6,450 

76 

1.2 

5,970 

39 

0.7 

480 

37 

7.7 

4 
35 

14 
22 

1 

1,488 

42 

2.8 

1,336 

11 

0.8 

152 

31 

20.4 

10 

2 
26 

1 
1Bureau and clerk-of-district court cases were checked against monthly returns and offenses were added 

when not shown by contributor. Local agencies were notified of such changes and requested to advise 
the Bureau if the crimes should not be added. Offenses reported in this table were those listed on 
Return A records before additions were made. · 

The reliability of rural and urban returns is further contrasted in the following 
tabulation which shows the percentage increase by crime resulting from the verifica
tion procedure: 
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Offeuse Classification 
Total ------------------------------------

Murder and nonnegligEnt manslaughter ------·-----
Manslaughter by negligence ____________________ _ 
Rape-including carnal knowledge ______________ _ 
Robbery ------------------------------------
Aggravated assault ---------------------------
Burglary -----------------------------------
Larceny $50 or over ---------------------------
Larceny under $50 ---------------------------
Auto theft ------------------------------------

Percent the Reported Offenses were 
Increased by Checking Monthly Returns 

against Known Oases 

Rural Returns Urban Returns 
10.1 1.0 

10.0 17.6 
91.7 12.9 
33.3 18.2 

72.2 5.1 
4.9 1.0 

10.2 0.9 
7.7 0.7 

20.4 0.8 

It is obvious that the uncorrected returns are incomplete from both rural and 
urban sources. The rape classification was the most inaccurate urban offense, the re
turns being increased from 77 to 91 offenses or 18.2 percent. The manslaughter-by
negligence class was the most incomplete rural crime, 11 offenses being added to the 
12 reported, an increase of 91. 7 percent. The rural rape, manslaughter-by-negligence, 
and aggravated assault classifications were all increased by one-third or more while 
urban murder, manslaughter, and rape reports were increased 10 1:iercent or more. No 
offenses were added to the rural robbery grouping and the next lowest rural increase 
occurred for the burglary grouping. Although urban crimes against the person were 
found to be incomplete by 5 percent or more by Bureau checking, increases in urban 
crimes against property were all 1 percent or less. 

Further analyses by population groups may be made from table 39 which shows 
the number of offenses added to each rural and urban classification. The number of 
uncorrected offenses for each group may be derived from this and tables 68 and 69 
in the appendix. 

Verification of statistical reports is essential ; it not only increases the reliability 
of individual reports, but it also serves as a continuous educational program. 

5. Preliminary 1945 Record of Offenses Known to the Police in Met
ropolitan Centers. 

The following preliminary tabulations of monthly reports are presented as In

dicative of the 1945 trend: 

a. Tri-City Bicycle Thefts 

During the first six months of 1945 there were 543 bicycle thefts in the three 
metropolitan communities; this is a 5.6 percent reduction from 1944 when 575 were 
reported stolen. During the 3-year pre-war period 1938-1940, the average number of 
bicycles stolen in the corresponding 6 months was 736; compared with this average, 
1945 shows a 26.2 percent decrease. Table 40 presents quarterly bicycle-theft data 
as reported by the three cities. · ·· · 

TABLE 40. QUARTERLY SUMMARY OF BICYCLE THEFTS IN DULUTH, 
MINNEAPOLIS, AND ST. PAUL: 1945, 1944, AND THE PRE-WAR AVERAGE 

PERIOD 

First Six Months _______ _ 

Ist Quarter (Jan.-March) ___ _ 
2nd Quarter (April-June) ----

b. Tri-City Auto Thefts 

r--Bicycles Reported Stolen----, 
3-Yr. Pre-\Var 

Average 
1945 1944 (1938-1940) 

543 

119 
424 

575 

165 
410 

736 

152 
584 

Percent Change 
in 1945 from 

Pre-War Average 

-26.2 

-21.7 
-27.4 

The decrease from the pre-war average has been greater for auto thefts than for 
bicycle thefts. During the first six months of 1945 there were 33.1 percent fewer auto 
thefts than during the corresponding periods of 1938-40. 
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However, when the 1945 data are compared with 1944, there is shown a signifi~ 
cant increase in the number of auto thefts in the three cities of the first class. During 
the first six months of 1945 there were 586 auto thefts, an increase of 21.8 percent 
over the 481 reported for the same period in 1944. 

TABLE 41. QUARTERLY SUMMARY O.F AUTO THEFTS IN DULUTH, 
MINNEAPOLIS, AND ST. PAUL: 1945, 1944, AND THE PRE-WAR AVERAGE 

PERIOD 

First Six Months _______ _ 

1st Quarter (Jan.-March) ___ _ 
2nd Quarter (April-June) ---.-

,-Motor Vehicles Reported Stolen---. 
3-Yr. Pre-w·ar 

Average 
1945 1944 (1938-1940) 

586 

300 
286 

481 

241 
240 

876 

459 
417 

c. Tri-City Crimes Against Property 

Percent Change 
in 1945 from 

Pre-Vvar Average 

-33.1 

-34.6 
-31.4 

Robberies, cmglaries, larcenies, auto thefts and bicycle thefts, RS reported by the 
Duluth, Minneapolis, and St. Paul police departments, are listed by months in table 42. 

TABLE 42. CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY IN DULUTH; MINNEAPOLIS, 
AND ST. PAUL IN 1945: BY MONTHS 

Larcenies 
Rob- Burg- Except A11 o Biry,lc 

MONTH beries laries Auto Thefts Thefts 

January------------------------- 17 142 328 93 13 
February ------------------------ 14 106 307 92 5 
March --------------------------- 8 155 485 115 96 
April---------------------------- 9 133 426 91 12~~ 
May _______ --------------------- 13 169 543 97 151 
June---------------------------- 19 176 533 98 149 

A summary of these data for the three c1t1es reveals the 6-month comparison of 
194 5 with 1944 and the pre-war average shown in tabl~ 43. 

Robcery, tht most violent crime of the group, shows the greatest drop from the 
pre-war 3-year ayerage with a decline of 61.5 percent. Auto theft decreased the next 
largest amount with 33.1 percent fewer offenses. The burglary group decreased 24.8 
percent and the larceny classification 22.8. Bicycle thefts, presumably included in the 
larceny classification, show a 26.2 percent decrease from the pre-war level. 

There were 4,174 property crimes reported by the three metropolitan cities in 
1945, a reduction of 26 2 percent from the pre-war average. Since the year 1944 was 
37.6 percent below this average, the 1945 figure indicates an upward trend in the 
number of crimes against property. 

TABLE 43. CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY IN DULUTH, MINNEAPOLIS, 
AND ST. PAUL: 6-MONTH COMPARISON OF 1945, 1944, 

AND THE PRE-WAR AVERAGE 

OFFENSE CLASSIFICATION 

Tot~-----------------

Robbery -------------------Burglary _________________ _ 
Larceny-except auto ________ _ 
Auto theft, -----------------

Bicycle theft ------------- --

1945 

4,174 

80 
886 

2,622 
586 

543 

B. Bank Burglaries and Robberies 

Pre-War 3-Yr. 
Average 

1944 (1938-1940) 

3,533 5,658 

82 208 
883 1,173 

2,087 3,396 
481 876 

575 736 

P-Brccnt Change 
in 1945 

Compared with 
Pre-vVar Average 

-26.2 

-61.5 
-24.8 
-22.8 
-33.1 

-26.2 

There have been no bank attacks in Minnesota during the past three years. Those 
which have occurred in Minnesota over a longer period may be compared with the 
entire United States to note whether the trend has been Nation-wide rather than local. 
This comparison as given in table 44 is based upon the fiscal year ending August 31. 
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Bank burglaries in both Minnesota and the United States have shown erratic 
fluctuations during the 19-year period, but robberies definitely rose to a peak in the 
early 30's and then declined to the present low level. 

TABLE 44. BANK CRIMES IN MINNESOTA COMPARED WITH 
THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES: 1927-19451 

,-----Burglaries------, ,----Robberies----, ,----Total-----, 
YEAR United United United 

(Sept. 1-Aug. 31) Minnesota States Minnesota States Minnesota States 

1927 ---------- 8 136 3 258 11 394 
1928 ---------- 106 7 317 7 423 
1929 ---------- 3 104 13 384 16 488 
1930 ---------- 2 78 26 446 28 524 
1931 ---------- 3 90 32 608 35 698 

1932 ---------- 6 131 22 609 28 740 
HJ33 

____ ...., _____ 6 147 31 579 37 726 
1934 ---------- 2 73 16 411 18 484 
1935 ---------- 8 86 5 289 13 375 
1936 ---------- 6 61 3 181 9 242 

1937 ---------- 6 43 2 129 8 172 
1938 ---------- 10 36 5 124 15 160 
1939 ---------- 7 23 130 7 153 
1940 ---------- 4 27 5 109 9 136 
1941 ---------- 1 15 58 1 73 

1942 ---------- 6 16 3 49 9 65 
1943 ---------- 1 22 23 
1944 ----------- 13 33 46 
1945 ---------- 29 41 70 

1The figures for the continental United States were obtained from the American Bankers Association; they 
reflect attacks reported by members of the Association and are not complete for all banks. They in
clude Minnesota figures which have been reported to the Association. Attempted and frustrated attacks 
are included. 

C. Movement of Population in Adult Penal Institutions 

Movement-of-population data for State adult penal institutions during 1944 ( cal
endar year) are given in table 45. The St. Peter State Hospital figures are included 
again in the tabulation. Minnesota's adult penal population, exclusive of St. Peter cases, 
as of December 31 decreased 8.6 percent during 1944, from 1,769 to 1,617 prisoners. 
Of the 1,769 adult prisoners in the prison and reformatories on December 31, 1943, 
only 51 or 2.9 percent were females, while of the 1,617 at the end of 1944, 50 or 3.1 
percent were females. 

Considering admissions to adult penal institutions during the past five years, with 
the exclusion of transfers and U. S. prisoners, the fact that court commitments have 
decreased more than other types of admissions is quite apparent ( table 4 5). In 1944, 
for example, commitments from the district courts were 57.3 percent below the 1940 
level while admissions of conditional release violators were only 12.7 percent under 
the pre-war year. Thus we see that war-time conditions have reduced a parolee's 
chances of getting into serious trouble about one-fifth as much as for nonparolees. The 
higher rate of parole admissions accounts for the steady increase in their proportion to 
the total admissions. In 1940 only 14.3 percent were admitted for conditional release 
violations, but in 1944 this figure rose to 25.2 percent of the total for the year. 

YEAR 
(Calendar) 

1940 ----
1941 ----
1942 ----
1943 ----
1944 ----

TABLE 45. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ADMISSIONS 
TO STATE ADULT PENAL INSTITUTIONS: BY YEARS 

(Excluding Transfers and Federal Prisoners) 

TYPE OF AD MIS SI ON 
Parole Escapes 

Court Violators Returned under 
Total Commitments Returned Old Sentence 

No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. 

1,049 100.0 882 84.1 150 14.3 2 0.2 15 
953 100.0 797 83.6 148 15.5 1 0.1 7 
782 100.0 607 77.6 162 20.7 12 1.6 1 
628 100.0 480 76.4 142 22.6 3 0.5 3 
519 100.0 377 72.6 131 25.2 4 0.8 7 
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Other 
Pct. 

1.4 
0.8 
0.1 
0.5 
1.4 



A comparison of the proportion of discharges by years is given in table 46. 

TABLE 46. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF DISCHARGES 
FROM STATE ADULT PENAL INSTITUTIONS: BY YEARS 

(Excluding Transfers and Federal Prisoners) 

TYPE OF DISCHARG, 
Expiration of 

YEAR Total Sentence Parole Death Escape Other 
(Calendar) No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. 

1940 -------- 1,136 100.0 309 27.2 637 56.1 7 0.6 2 0.2 181 15.9 
1941 1,115 100.0 303 27.2 653 58.5 12 1.1 1 0.1 146 13.1 
1942 -------- 1,133 100.0 325 28.7 667 58.9 11 1.0 12 1.0 118 10.4 
1943 927 100.0 314 33.9 451 48.7 13 ].4 3 0.3 146 15.7 
1944 -------- 671 100.0 270 40.2 255 38.0 8 1.2 8 1.2 130 19.4 

The outstanding fact revealed by this tabulation 1s that parole as a method of dis
charge decreased markedly during the past two years. Over 55 percent of the dis
charged prisoners were placed on parole in the years 1940-1942, but in 1944 this 
proportion dropped to 38 percent. Discharges by expiration reversed this trend by 
rising from less than 30 percent during the 3-year period 1940-1942 to 40 percent in 
1944. Other types including discharges by the parole board also increased in 1944. 

The ratio of prisoners placed on parole to those returned for violating parole was 
fairly stable at about 4 to 1 during the three years 1940-1942. During 1944, however, 
this ratio dropped to below 2 to 1, a result of the rapidly decreasing rate of parole 
discharges and the almost stationary rate of parole violation. These relationships are 
shown in the following table. 

TABLE 47. RATIO OF PRISONERS PLACED ON PAROLE TO 
THOSE RETURNED FOR PAROLE VIOLATION: BY YEARS 

(Data for Minnesota Adult Penal Institutions) 

YEAR 
(Calendar) 

1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 

46 

Prisoners 
P1aced 

on Parole 

637 
653 
667 
451 
255 

Returned 
for Parole 
Violation 

150 
148 
162 
142 
131 

Ratio 

4.2 to 1 
4.4 to 1 
4.1 to 1 
3.2 to 1 
1.9 to 1 
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TABLE 48. MOVEMENT OF POPULATION IN ADULT PENAL INSTITUTIONS 

AND ST. PETER HOSPITAL FOR CRIMINALLY INSANE: 1944 

CLASSIFICATION OF DATA 

Prisoners in custody, January 1 

ADMISSIONS DURING YEAR 
By commitment from courts -----------------
Parole or conditional-release violators returned __ 
Escapes returned under old sentence 
Transferred from other institutions ___________ _ 
Other admissions (Returned from insane hospital, 

U.S. cases, temporarily from parole, etc.) ---

TOTAL ADMISSIONS --------------

DISCHARGES DURING YEAR 
Unconditional discharges: 

Expiration of sentence __________________ _ 
Commutation of sentence to date of discharge 
Discharged by Board of Parole; full pardons 

Conditional discharges : 
Parole --------------------------------
Conditional pardon-commutation-reprieve __ _ 
Other conditional discharge (Released for new 

trial, medical reprieve, etc.) _________ _ 

Other types of discharge: 
Deaths (No legal executions in Minnesota) __ 
Escaped-------------------------------
Transferred to other institutions _________ _ 
Other discharges (Released by court order, 

U.S. cases, discharged from one, sentence 

(Federal Prisoners Excluded) 

Grand Total 
All Institutions 

2,031 

397 
137 

4 
63 

7 

608 

272 
21 
65 

276 
29 

16 

13 
g 

59 

,-------MOVEMENT OF POPULATION-----~ 
,--------Male Inmate-------~ ,---Female Inmates-~ 

Total 
Males 

1,978 

373 
134 

2 
63 

6 

578 

264 
20 
63 

267 
29 

14 

13 
5 

58 

Stillwater St. Cloud St. Peter Shakopee St. Peter 
Prison Reformatory HospitaP Reformatory2 HospitaP 

974 

143-
60 

42 

245 

131 
10 
29 

93 
19 

14 

3 

8 

744 

212 
68 

2 
11 

6 

299 

133 
10 
33 

154 
10 

5 
5 

38 

260 

18 
6 

10 

34 

1 

20 

5 

12 

51 

22 
3 
2 

1 

28 

8 
1 
2 

9 

2 

4 
1 

2 

2 

2 

to serve another, etc.) ---------------------------------------------------------2 2 

TOTAL DISCHARGES -------------- 762 733 307 388 38 29 

Prisoners in custody, December 31 ___________ _ 1,877 1,823 912 655 256 50 4 

1The admissions by transfer include patients received from Prison and Reformatory; the discharges by transfer include releases to Prison and Reformatory. 
2U.S. prisoners excluded from this table are three female discharges, on.e an unconditional discharge, two other discharges. 
3St. Peter Hospital reported no criminally insane females received or discharged in 1941 and only one each year in 1942 and 1943. 



D. Examinations of Psychopathic-personality Patients in Probate 
Court 

Examinations under the State's 1939 psychopathic-personality law are summarized 
in table 49. As defined in the law, the term psychopathic-personality "means the exist
ence in any person of such conditions of emotional instability, or impulsiveness of be
havior, or lack of customary standards of good judgment, or failure to appreciate the 
consequences of his acts, or a combination of any such conditions, as to render such 
person irresponsible for his conduct with respect to sexual matters and thereby danger
ous to other persons." 

TABLE 49. PSYCHOPATHIC-PERSONALITY PATIENTS EXAMINED, 
BY OFFENSE AND LOCALITY: 1944 

~----NUMBER OF EXAMINATION"1"\-------
CLASSIFICATION 

OF BERA VIOR1 

Total ----------------------

Rape-including attempts _______ _ 
Carnal knowledge (girls under 18) 
Sodomy ; homosexual acts with males 
Incest------------------------
Indecent liberties with young girls 
Indecent exposure ______________ _ 

Peeping Tom -----------------
Other: oversexed, indecent writing, 

etc. ______________________ _ 
Not classifiable ________________ _ 

Entire 
State 

12 

1 
2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Hennepin Ramsey St. Louis 
County County County 

1 6 

1 
2 

1 

2 

Other 
Counties 

5 

1 
3 

1 

1Psychopathic sex behavior is not readily classified under a single heading. This classification, therefore, 
represents an approximate grouping of the cases. 

All but two of the 12 patients examined in 1944 were ordered committed to 
State hospitals as follows: 7 to St. Peter, -2 to Fergus Falls, and 1 to Rochester State 
Hospital. Two were found not to be psychopathic-personality subjects. The 1944 cases 
were all males. Only one female has been examined under the law since its passage in 
1939. Detailed reports concerning all patients examined since the law was passed, in
cluding data on length of time served, are available. These may be examined in the 
Bureau office upon request. 

The number of sex offenders who have appeared in probate courts since the lavv 
was established is as follows: 

Psychopathic-Personality 
Year Patients Examined 

1939 -------------------------------------------------------- 32 
1940 -------------------------------------------------------- 35 
1941 -------------------------------------------------------- 22 
1942 -------------------------------------------------------- 15 
1943 -------------------------------------------------------- 11 
1944 -------------------------------------------------------- 12 

E. Arrest Statistics Compiled from Fingerprint Records 

On the basis of fingerprint records received from Minnesota police agencies, 
arrest statistics compiled by crime, sex, age, and race are presented in this section. The 
sample is fairly large and representative of new-subject arrests, but not for old subjects 
as officers often do not send in a record if a set of prints and photograph is already on 
filr. All sheriffs in the 87 counties and all chiefs of police in cities with 10,000 or 
more inhabitants are required by law to submit fingerprints. These officers, however, 
are required to fingerprint prisoners only in felony cases; when it is believed that they 
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are fugitives from justice; or when arrested they possessed burglar tools, weapons, or 
, other machines or appliances which the officer believes to be intended for unlawful 
',purposes. Persons arrested by officers in places under 10,000 are usually placed in the 
county jails where they are fingerprinted by the sheriff; thus arrests in all sections of 
the State for major crimes are included. It is known, however, that about one-tenth 
of the arrests for felonies are not reported since the fingerprints of 9 percent of adult 
prisoners received at State penal institutions in 1944 were not forwarded to the Bureau 
by police agencies during the current or prior years. Fingerprint records do not consti
tute such a large sample of minor arrests because fingerprinting for misdemeanors is 
not required. 

1. Offense as reported on fingerprint record. 

Minnesota 1944 arrests by offense, as indicated on records received, are presented 
in detail by sex and subject status in table 74 in the appendix. Duplications were 
eliminated before tabulations were made, so no individual is counted more than once 
except by error, even though he may have been arrested more than once for differ
ent crimes. 

Considering the 2,021 records selected for analysis, 91 or 4.5 percent were dupli
cations. These were instances where the prisoners were printed by more than one 
agency while in custody. 

Rearrests for different offenses were noted in 27 instances. If a study were being 
made of police activity, these would be included; and the arrest data would be im
proved by 1.3 percent. The comparisons that follow, however, concern individual 
offenders and it is illogical to count a person more than once. Omitting duplications 
and re-arrest records improves the data by about 6 percent. 

It has been observed that officers frequently do not forward fingerprint records 
for old subjects. The belief is prevalent that a record is not necessary if a set of prints 
and a picture is already on file. The data in taqle 74 do not constitute, therefore, an 
accurate measure of recidivism. There is a difference, however, in the percentage of 
old subjects in the various crime classifications as shown by the following: 

Percent of 
1944 Subjects Who had 

Crime Classification Prior Records on File 

Criminal homicide ----------------------------------------,---- 12.5 
Robbery ----------------------------------------------------- 32.4 
Assault-all degrees ------------------------------------------ 20.4 
Burglary -----------·----------------------------------------- 20.5 
Larceny-except auto -------------------------------------·---- 20.9 
Auto theft --------------------------------------------------- 16.2 
Forgery, fraud and embezzlement ------------------------------- 30.3 
Rape-------------------------------------------------------- 15.5 
Prostitution and commercialized vice ----------------------------- 18.2 
Other sex offenses -------------------------------------------- 15.6 

In over 30 percent of the robbery, and the forgery-fraud groupings, for example, 
the subjects had former records on file. Offenses less likely to involve fingerprinting 
of new subjects include homicide, auto theft, and sex offenses. 

A percentage distribution of new-subject arrests in 1944 compared with 1943 is 
shown in table 50. These percentages are based upon all offenses including "suspicion 
or investigation" as well as offense-not-stated records. Of the 1,603 fingerprint records 
of new subjects forwarded to the Bureau in 1944, as shown in the table, 519 or 32.4 
percent were classified as crimes against property; while 144 or 9.0 percent were listed 
as offenses against the person. 

The increase in the percentage o{ "suspicion" arrests may indicate a tendency to 
omit the crime of which suspected. Contributors are instructed to show the offense 
involved so that arrests may be coded by crime. 
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TABLE 50. NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS IN MINNESOTA BY CRIME COMPILED 
FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS FORWARDED TO THE BUREAU BY 

POLICE AGENCIES: 1944 COMPARED WITH 19431 

OFFENSE 
CLASSIFICATION 

,------1944---. 
Number Percent 

~--19 43--------, 
Nnmbcr Percent 

Total ------------------------------------------------ 1,603 100.0 1,947 100.0 

Criminal homicide -----------------------------------------
Robbery _________________ · -------------------------------
Assault-aggravated and other ------------------------------

f~~~<~~!;~~~:~ti~~tgr t~~it!~:-============================= 
Auto theft----------------------------------------------
Emb0zzlement and fraud ----------------------------------
Stolen property; buying, e~c. ------------------------------
Forg0ry and counterfeiting --------------------------------
Rap0-including carnal knowledge --------------------------
Prostitution and commercialized vice ------------------------
Other sex offenses --------------·-------------------------
Violation of drug laws ------------------------------------
Weapons; carrying, etc. ----------------------------------
Offenses against family and children -----------------------
Violation of liquor laws -----------------------------------
Driving whilCJ intoxicated ----------------------------------
Violation of other mo:·or-vehicle laws ------------------------
Disorderly conduct ---------------------------------------
Drunkenness ------------------------------------·---------
Vagrancy-----------------------------------------------
Gambling ------------------------------------------------
Other offenses --------------------------------------------
Offense not stated ----------------------------------------
Suspicion and investigation _________________ ---------------

Above offenses classified as: 
Crimes against the person (homicide, assault, and rape) ____ _ 
Crimes against property (robbery, burglary, larceny, auto theft, 

embezzlement and fraud, forgery, and stolen property-sell
ing, etc.) ---------------- ------------------------

1The table excludes the noncriminal fingerprints of sleepers. 

21 
25 
74 
66 

246 
67 
65 

9 
41 
49 

9 
65 

2 
8 

26 
11 
86 
56 
87 

199 
54 

133 
27 

177 

144 

519 

1.3 
1.6 
4.6 
4.1 

15.3 
4.2 
4.0 
0.6 
2.6 
3.1 
0.6 
4.0 
0.1 
0.5 
1.6 
0.7 
5.4 
3.5 
5.4 

·12.4 
3A, 

8.3 
1.7 

11.0 

9.0 

32.4 

21 
23 
97 

102 
255 

84 
8.5 

7 
45 
66 
44 
70 

1 
8 

64 
18 

132 
52 
61 

276 
73 

6 
190 

26 
142 

184 

601 

1.1 
1.2 
5.0 
5.2 

13.1 
4.3 
4.4 
0.3 
2.3 
3.4 
2.3 
3.6 
0.1 
0.4 
3.3 
0.9 
6.8 
2.7 
3.1 

14.2 
3.7 
0.3 
9.7 
1.3 
7.3 

9.5 

30.9 

The yearly comparison of new-subject fingerprint records received smce 1936 111 

table 51 reveals a continuous decline since 1938. 

TABLE 51. NEW-SUBJECT FINGERPRINT RECORDS RECEIVED 
BY THE BUREAU: 1936-1944 

YEAR 

1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 

,----NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS-----
Total Male FemalCJ 

4,226 3,948 278 
4,535 4,235 300 
5,405 5,059 346 
4,895 4,619 276 
4,803 4,472 331 
4,345 4,026 319 
3,260 2,977 283 
1,947 1,692 255 
1,603 1,391 212 

The average number of .new-subject records received during the three pre-war 
years 1938-1940 was 5,035. Compared with this, there were 68.2 percent fewer rec
ords received in 1944. Male arrests declined 70.5 percent from the pre-war average 
while female apprehensions declined 33.3 percent. This comparison follows in table 52: 

TABLE 52. CURRENT NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS CONTRASTED 
WITH PRE-WAR AVERAGE: BY SEX 

Type of 3-Yr. Pre-war 
New-Subject Average Pct. Change 

Records Received 1944 (1938-1940) in 1944 

Tot~---------------------------- 1,603 5,035 -68.2 

Male -------- ·---------------·-------- 1,391 4,717 -70.5 
Female ------------------------------ 212 318 -33.3 

2. Sex 

As measured by fingerprints received, 13.2 percent of the new-subject arrests were 
female in 1944 as compared to 13.1 percent in 1943. Data for the United States as 
compiled by the Federal Bureau of Investigation ( old and new subjects combined) 
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show that the percentage of female arrests was 17 .1 in 1944 and 16.1 in 1943. The 
increase in the proportion of female arrests in both Minnesota and the Nation in war 
years is explained by a decrease in the civilian male population. 

3. Age 

Considering new and old subjects together, records received from Minnesota 
police agencies during 1944 indicate that persons of 17 years were again most frequently 
fingerprinted in 1944. This age group was followed by those of 19, 18, 20, and 22, 
respectively. Similarly, in 1943, persons of 18 years appeared most frequently; this 
group was followed by age groups 19, 20, 17, and 21. Age 17 was represented in the 
five highest frequency age groups in both of the years listed. 

The tabulation below shows the five most common age groups for the past two 
years by subject status. Duplications have been eliminated in this analysis. In 1944, 
ages 17, 18, and 19 were the most frequently fingerprinted; in 1943, ages 18, 19, 
and 20 topped the list. When new subjects alone are combined for the two years, it 
is found that 18 years is the most frequent age, 19 is next, 17 the next, followed by 
20 and 21. 

,-----------1944-------~ ,-----------1943-------~ 

Age 

17 ---------------
19 
18 
20 
22 

.-Number of Arrests---, 
All New Old 

111 
103 
101 

95 
79 

106 
84 
87 
83 
65 

5 
19 
14 
12 
14 

.Age 

18 ---------------
19 
20 
17 
21 

,--Number of Arrests----, 
All New Old 

144 
137 
111 

99 
97 

135 
119 
101 

87 
83 

9 
18 
11 
12 
14 

Detailed age data are shown in table 53 by sex and subject status. This table 
represents a tabulation of different persons, duplications being eliminated. The un
verified ages were obtained from the prisoners at the time of fingerprinting. 

TABLE 53. AGE OF PERSONS WHOSE FINGERPRINTS WERE FORWARDED 
TO THE BUREAU BY MINNESOTA POLICE AGENCIES DURING 

1944: BY SEX AND SUBJECT STATUS1 

,-------------------1944------------------, 

.AGE 
,------ .All Subjects-----, .---New Subjects------. .----Old Subjects----, 
Total Male Female _ Total Male Female Total Male Female 

All Ages ____ 2,021 1,790 231 1,603 1,391 212 418 399 19 
-------------------------------

10 -14 ----------- 15 14 1 14 13 1 1 1 

15 -------------- 29 27 2 29 27 2 
16 -------------- 52 50 2 50 48 2 
17 -------------- 111 106 5 102 97 5 
18 -------------- 101 87 14 89 75 14 
19 -------------- 103 84 19 85 66 19 

20 -------------- 95 83 12 79 67 12 
21 -------------- 76 58 18 65 48 17 
22 -------------- 79 65 14 63 50 13 
23 -------------- 68 53 15 57 42 15 
24 -------------- 60 49 11 47 36 11 

25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70-74 
75-79 

Not Stated ______ _ 

Median _________ _ 

264 231 33 191 160 31 
247 216 31 179 154 25 
191 171 20 139 120 19 
176 164 12 143 133 10 
141 131 10 100 94 6 
93 85 8 74 67 7 
72 69 3 57 55 2 
26 26 21 21 

9 9 7 7 
9 9 8 8 
3 3 3 3 

1 1 1 

29.2 29.7 25.3 28.2 29.0 

1 

24.5 

2 
9 

12 
18 

16 
11 
16 
11 
13 

73 
68 
52 
33 
41 
19 
15 

5 
2 
1 

32.0 

2 
9 

12 
18 

16 
10 
15 
11 
13 

71 
62 
51 
31 
37 
18 
14 

5 
2 
1 

31.7 

1 
1 

2 
6 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 

34.6 

1 "Sleepers"• are excluded as are other noncriminal records. Medians were calculated from grouped data. 
There are no duplications of persons in this table. 
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Table 54 shows new-subject arrests in age groupings for 1944 contrasted with 1943 
and the 2-year average for 1939 and 1940, with comparative data from the 194() 
census. The percentage of new subjects ,vho were under 30 years in 1944 ( 54.3 per
cent) was practically the same as during the 2-year pre-war period when 54. 7 percent 
were in this group. 

TABL~ 54. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS BY AGE 
GROUPS COMPARED WITH THE GENERAL POPULATION:1944 CON

TRASTED WITH 1943 AND 2-YEAR AVERAGE (1939-1940) 

AGE GROUP 

All Ages 

Under 15 ------------
15-19 ---------------
20-29 ---------------
30-44 ---------------
45 or over __________ _ 
Unknown ___________ _ 

,--- 19 44 --------, 
Number Percent 

1,603 100.0 

14 0.9 
355 22.1 
502 31.3 
461 28.8 
270 16.8 

1 0.1 

MINNESOTA NEW SUBJECT ARREST ---, 
2-Year Average General Population 

,--- 1943 ---- r--1939-1940--, r- (1940 Census)-, 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1,947 100.0 4,846 100.0 2,792,300 100.0 

8 0.4 30 0.6 689,151 24.7 
416 21.4 793 16.4 257,349 9.2 
618 31.7 1,828 37.7 470,689 16.!) 
523 26.9 1,442 29.8 583,959 20.9 
380 19.5 748 15.4 791,152 28.3 

2 0.1 5 0.1 

During the pre-war period, 17 percent of the new subjects were under 20; in 
1944, this percentage rose to 23 percent. Does this mean that there has been an in
crease in the fingerprinting of youths? The answer is "no, not an absolute increase." 
The apparent rise resulted f:rom the greater decrease in the number of arrests of 20-29 
year-olds. Arrests at all age levels have declined during the war, but arrests of youths 
under 20 declined the least. A comparison of the decrease since 1939-1940 by age 
groups follows: 

Age (j-roup 

Under 15 ------------------------------
15-19 ----------------------------------
20-29 ----------------------------------
30-44 ----------------------------------
45 and over----------------------------

Percentage decrease in new
subject arrest:, in 1944 com

pare<l. with pre-war years 
1939-1940 

-53.3 
-55.2 
-72 .. 5 
-68.0 
-63.9 

T·hus it is clear, in reference to pre-war years, that there has been no increase in 
the fingerprinting of juveniles. The decline has been over 50 percent at all age levels 
and greatest in the age group 20-29 which is most affected by the war. 

The increase in the proportion of persons 45 or over which was noted in 1943 
did not continue in the past year. During 1939-1940, the proportion of persons 45 
or over whose fingerprints were received was 15.4 percent; this rose to 20.0 in 1942 
and 19.5 in 1943 but dropped to 16.8 in 1944. Rates per 100,000 population at each 
age level would be an important computation, but census data are not available by age 
groups for recent years. 

Of persons 15 years or older in 1940, 34.6 percent of the State's population were 
under 30; while of those arrested during the 3-year period 53.4 percent, and in 1944, 
54.0 percent were under 30 years. This comparison is shown in table 55. 

TABLE 55. NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS IN AGE GROUPS 15 YEARS OR OLDER: 
1944 AND 3-YEAR AVERAGE FOR 1939-41 

AGE GROUPING 

15 and over-Total _______________ _ 

15-29 -------------------------------30 and over _____ .:_ ___________________ _ 

,-- NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS----, 
,--- 1944 ---- r-- 1939-1941----

3-Year Total 
Number Percent Number Percent 

1,588 

857 
731 

52 

100.0 13,937 

54.0 7,449 
46.0 6,488 

100.0 

53.4 
46.6 

r--(1940 Census)--, 
General Population 
Number Percent 

2,103,149 100.0 

728,038 34.6 
1,375,111 65.4 



A factor which affects the validity of the age data is the failure of some agencies 
to fingerprint a prisoner if a set of his prints is already on file in the local department, 
especially if the subject is a local character. This would probably result in fewer old 
subjects at all ages, and, therefore, would not affect one age group more than another. 
Other factors affecting these age comparisons are that youthful persons are not as a 
rule fingerprinted and ages were not verified except by questioning. 

Until 1943 the median age of males who were fingerprinted for the first time 
had been growing slightly older instead of younger ( table 56). The 1943 median 
age of new-subject males was 29.6, however, and the 1944 median declined to 29.0 
years. The first-offender group of females has shown no consistent trend, but both 
1943 and 1944 show median ages of less than 25 years, three years under previous 
lows. The female medians for all subjects are based on a small number of cases. The 
medians for old subjects should, of course, be older than those for new subjects. Old
subject data for the years 1939-1941 were omitted in table 56 since duplications were 
not eliminated. 

TABLE 56. MEDIAN AGE OF PERSONS ARRESTED IN MINNESOTA 
BY SEX AND SUBJECT STATUS: BY YEARS 

YEAR 
,---New Subjects---, 
Total Ma.le Female 

~--101'1 Subjects----
Total Male Female1 

1939 ------------------------
1940 ------------------------
1941 ------------------------
1942 ------------------------
1943 ------------------------
1944 ------------------------

28.1 
28.8 
29.5 
30.4 
28.7 
28.2 

28.0 
29.0 
29.6 
30.8 
29.6 
29.0 

tMedian based on only 35, 15, and 19 cases, respectively. 

29.1 
27.5 
28.8 
28.2 
24.3 
24.5 

4. Arrests of persons 18-21 years of age 

34.8 
34.4 
32.0 

35.3 
34.6 
31.7 

28.4 
31.8 
34.6 

Interest has been expressed in the 18-21 year age group so available information 
concerning this group follows: 

TABLE 57. NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS OF YOUTHS 18 THROUGH 21 
YEARS OF AGE: 1939-19441 

(Based on Fingerprint Records Submitted to the Bureau) 

YEAR 

1939 --------------------
1940 --------------------
1941 --------------------
1942 --------------------
1943 --------------------
1944 --------------------
1Both sexes combined 

Total Ages 
,-New Subjects----, r-18 through 21----, ,----Other Ages-----, 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

4,898 100.0 1,011 20.6 3,882 79.3 
4,794 100.0 935 19.5 3,854 80.4 
4,345 100.0 852 19.6 3,485 80.2 
3,260 100.0 651 20.0 2,603 79.8 
1,947 100.0 437 22.4 1,508 77.5 
1,603 100.0 318 19.8 1,284 80.1 

Age 
,---- Unknown----, 
Number Percent 

5 0.1 
5 0.1 
8 0.2 
6 0.2 
2 0.1 
1 0.1 

Approximately one out of five of the first offenders were in the 18-21 age group, 
it will be noted, during the 6-year period. In 1944 the percentage was the third high
est of the six years listed. There was no noticeable difference between 1944 and the 
pre-wa.r years in the fingerprinting of youths 18-21 years of age. 

5. Age-crime data 

a. Youths 18-21 years of age. 

Further information on youthful arrests is revealed in age-crime data for new 
subjects. Old subjects were excluded in the data because of duplications formerly in
rluded. In table 58, the comparison is between the year 1944 and the pre-war year 1940. 
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TABLE 58. CRIMES FOR WHICH 18-21 YEAR OLD NEW SUBJECTS 
WERE ARRESTED: 1944 CONTRASTED WITH 1940 

OFFENSE CLASSIFICATION 
,-----1944--~ r----1940--=-------. 
Number Percent Number Percent 

Total --------------------·------------ 318 100.0 935 100.0 

Homicide _______________________________ _ 

Rape-including carnal knowledge ___________ _ 

Robbery--------------------------------
Assault, all degrees ------------------------
Burglary-breaking or entering ____________ _ 
Larceny, except auto theft ________________ _ 

Auto theft --------------------------------
Forgery and counterfeiting _________________ _ 

Fraud and embezzlement -------------------
Stolen property, buying, etc. ______________ _ 
Weapons, carrying, etc. __________________ _ 

Prostitution and other sex offenses ---------
Driving while clrunk ----------------------
Disorderly conduct, drunkenness, vagrancy __ _ 
All other, including not stated --------------

Above offenses classified as: 
Crimes against the person --------------
Crimes against property ______________ _ 

3 
14 
10 

6 
19 
66 
21 
12 

3 
3 

1 
7 

52 
101 

23 
134 

0.9 
4.4 
3.1 
1.9 
6.0 

20.8 
6.6 
3.8 
0.9 
0.9 

0.3 
2.2 

16.4 
31.8 

7.2 
42.1 

2 0.2 
27 2.9 
12 1.3 
27 2.9 

112 12.0 
283 30.3 

74 7.9 
46 4.9 
24 2.6 

9 0.9 
7 0.7 

26 2.8 
12 1.3 

103 11.0 
171 18.3 

56 6.0 
560 59.9 

Of the 318 youths 18-21 whose fingerprints were submitted to the Bureau dur
ing 1944, in 23 or 7.2 percent of the cases crimes against the person were involved. In 
the pre-war year 1940, 6.0 percent of the arrests were for crimes against the person. 
Similarly, for crimes against property, 42.1 percent of the 1944 and 59. 9 percent of 
the 1940 youthful arrests involved property crimes. 

Noteworthy changes in the types of crimes charged during war years as com
pared with 1940 are that youths of the 18-21 year old class have become involved in 
proportionately more crimes against the person, more drunken driving cases, more 
disorderly conduct-drunkenness-vagrancy cases, and more miscellaneous crimes. They 
have become involved in a smaller proportion of crimes against property. In 1940, ap
proximately 60 percent of the arrests were for property crimes; in the war year 1944 
the proportion had dropped to 42 percent. No data is available which might indicate 
changes in police practices relative to arrests, but they probably do not change ap
preciably from year to year. 

b. All subjects 

Detailed age-crime tabulations are included again in this report. In table 7 5 in 
the appendix new subjects by age are shown for the various crime classifications, to
gether with the median ages. 

Half of the persons arrested during 1944 were under 19 in auto theft and burg
lary cases, and half were under 29 in all cases. When the youngest median ages are 
arranged in order, for 1940 and the 1944 war period, we find that persons who 
committed auto thefts were the youngest during both the pre-war and war period, 
while burglars were next in youthfulness. The comparison of median ages follows: 

TABLE 59. MEDIAN AGE OF YOUNGEST NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS: 
1944 CONTRASTED WITH 1940 

OFFENSE CLASSIFICATION 

Auto theft _. ----·---------------------------------
Burglary ----------------------------------------
Larceny -----------------------------------------Rape, including carnal knowledge __________________ _ 
Robbery ----------------------------------------
Forgery -----------------------------------------
Disorderly Concluct -------------------------------
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1944 

18.2 
19.0 
23.5 
25.9 
20.4 
24.5 
28.6 

1940 

19.6 
20.3 
24.1 
25.0 
25.8 
26.2 
28.6 



It would be expected that the median ages would drop in those cases usually 
involving youthful persons and that it would rise in cases involving older men, as a 
result of the war. The median ages of the youthful crimes dropped in five out of 
seven cases, but a similar comparison for crimes with the oldest ages shows tha,t the 
medians rose in only three out of seven cases. 

TABLE 60. MEDIAN AGE OF OLDEST NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS: 
1944 CONTRASTED WITH 1940 

OFFENSE CLASSIFICATION 

Drunkenness-------------------------------------
Sex offenses excluding rape and commercialized vice ___ _ 
Drunken driving---------------------------------
Embezzlement and fraud ---------------------------
Vagrancy ----------------------------------------
Offenses against family and children ________________ _ 
Assault-All degrees ------------------------------

1944 

38.4 
33.8 
35.0 
36.6 
26.9 
35.9 
31.6 

1940 

39.0 
35.9 
35.2 
34.0 
33.8 
33.3 
31.3 

During the war year 1944, over 50 percent of the drunks who were arrested for 
the first time were 38 or older, over half of the sex offenders ( excluding rape and 
prostitution) were over 33, and over half of the drunken drivers were 35 years of age 
or older. Noteworthy is the observation that robbers who were fingerprinted as new 
subjects in 1944 were five years younger than the 1940 group; likewise new-subject 
vagrants were seven years younger in 1944 than during the pre-war year. 

6. Race 

During 1944, 91.2 percent of the fingerprints received were those of the white 
race ( table 61). The Negro race constituted 4.5 percent and other races the remain
ing 4.3 percent. Duplicate and rearrest cases were excluded in the race tables. The 
proportion of nonwhites increased from 7.4 in 1943 to 8.8 percent in 1944. 

TABLE 61. RACE OF PERSONS ARRESTED IN MINNESOTA: 1944 AND 1943 
(Based on Fingerprint Records) 

RACIAL GROUP 

Total ---------------

White -------------------Negro __________________ _ 
Mexican ________________ _ 

Indian -----------------
Japanese-----------------Gypsy __________ , ________ _ 
Other __________________ _ 

,-------1944---------, 
Number Percent 

2,021 100.0 

1,844 91.2 
90 4.5 
24 1.2 
58 2.9 

2 0.1 

3 0.1 

,--1943---------, 
Number Percent 

2,462 100.0 

2,279 92.6 
97 3.9 
32 1.3 
53 2.2 

1 _l 

1Data not shown where less than 0.1 percent. New and old subjects are combined in 
these data; duplicates are excluded (no subject is counted more than once). 

Table 62 sets forth a comparison of the race of persons whose fingerprints were 
received for arrests in Minnesota and the 1940 census of persons 15 and over. Ap
proximately 99 percent of the State's population 15 or older were members of the 
white race, while between 91 and 93 percent of those arrested were white. 

TABLE 62. RACE OF PERSONS ARRESTED IN 1944 AND 1943 COMPARED WITH 
THE 1940 MINNESOTA GENERAL POPULATION (AGES 15 YEARS AND OLDER) 

,----PERCENT BY RAGE GROUPS-------, 

RACIAL GROUP 

All races ------------

White -------------------Negro __________________ _ 
Other __________________ _ 

Persons Arrested 
,-- All Subjects-------, 
1944 1943 

100.0 

91.2 
4.5 
4.3 

100.0 

92.6 
3.9 
3.5 

1Source of population data: Bureau of the Census. 
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(15 years and over) 
,-------19411---~ 
Number 

2,103,149 

2,087,181 
8,019 
7,949 

Percent 

100.0 

99.2 
0.4 
0.4 
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F. Criminal Homicides and Suicides 

The Bureau has available on file comprehensive information concerning violent 
deaths in the State such as the following: place and date of death, cause of death 
weapons used, motive for the killing, and facts concerning the killers and their prose~ 
cution. The following current sources supply the statistical division with reports of 
homicidal deaths: 

lvlonthly reports from sheriffs and police departments 
Monthly reports from clerks of district courts 
Bureau cases and fingerprint cards 
Homicide reports from the Division of Vital Statistics 
Press clippings 

A file of all the known homicides 111 the State 1s now available for the years 1938 
through 1944. 

G. Judicial Criminal Statistics (Based on Clerk of District Court 
Reports) 

The Bureau has been collecting judicial criminal statistics from clerks of district 
courts since 1933 in cooperation with the Federal Bureau of the Census. Tabulations 
of criminal statistics as presented in tables in this section were prepared by the State 
Bureau and verified by the Bureau of the Census. Some pertinent observations from 
the detailed tables in this section of the report are as follows: 

Of the 803 defendants disposed of for major offenses in 1944, 735, or 91.5 
percent, were convicted and sentenced; 321, or 43.7 percent, of the defend
ants convicted and sentenced were sent to the Prison or Reformatory; and 
292, or 39. 7 percent, were placed on probation or given a suspended sentence. 

The number of defendants charged with major offenses reached a peak of 
2,295 in 1938; this figure declined steadily to 803 in 1944. This is a 62.1 
percent drop from, the 1938-1940 average of 2,118 persons. 

In 1944 only 5.9 percent of the defendants charged with major crimes de
manded a jury trial, while 87.0 percent were convicted by pleas of guilty. 

Of the 47 defendants tried by juries for major offenses in 1944, 35, or 74.5 
percent, were convicted. 

More defendants were disposed of for larceny than for any other offense in 
1944, with forgery and counterfeiting following in second place, and the two 
offense groups together accounting for 43.8 percent of all major offense 
dispositions. 

Of the 803 defendants disposed of for major offenses, 560, or about two
thirds, were charged with the taking of property (robbery, burglary, larceny, 
auto theft, fraud, forgery, etc.) ; of these, about 9 out of 10 were convicted. 

The number of persons charged with crimes against property, 560, was 66.8 
percent under the 1938-1940 average of 1,686 defendants. 
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The number of persons charged with doing personal injury was 125 in 1944; 
of these, more than 8 out of 10 were convicted. 

The number charged with crimes against the person, 125, was 43.7 percent 
under the 1938-1940 average of 222 defendants. 

Table 63 gives a 5-year comparison of procedural disposition and sentence or 
treatment for all offenses combined. This table includes all defendants before district 
court who were charged with both major and minor offenses. 

Tables 64 through 66 and tables 76 through 78 in the appendix present data on 
major offenses, principally felonies. 

57 



01 
(X) 

TABLE 63. PROCEDURAL DISPOSITION AND SENTENCE OF DEFENDANTS FOR ALL OFFENSES: 1940-19441 

DISPOSITION AND SENTENCE OR TREATMENT 
,---Procedural Disposition---. Sentence or Treatment 

Convicted Probation 
Defendants Disposed of of offense Defendants State prison Institutions Local jails or 
disposed of without charged or sentenced or for juveniles or Fine or suspended 

YEAR during the yr. conviction lesser offense during the yr. reformatory only workhouses costs only sentence Other 

1940 ---------- 2,602 262 2,340 2,340 813 5 315 344 863 
1941 ---------- 2,101 226 1,875 1,875 706 2 204 114 848 1 
1942 ---------- 1,801 270 1,531 1,531 536 3 159 154 679 -
1943 ---------- 1,152 147 1,005 1,005 410 6 90 88 410 1 
1944 ---------- 1,002 84 918 918 327 4 104 113 370 

1The statistics presented here are for those persons actually brought before the district courts having felony jurisdiction, whose cases were disposed of by the court 
during. the calendar year. A defendant charged with more than one offense, if not convicted, was assigned to the most serious offense of which charged, and in 
the case of conviction, to the most serious offense of which convicted. 

TABLE 64. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES BY PROCEDURAL OUTCOME: 1935-1944 

PROCEDURAL OUTCO 
Eliminated Without Conviction onvicted 

Grand Total 
Defendants Jury waived, Other 

Disposed acquitted Acquitted no-penalty Plea of Court finds Jury verdict 
Total Dismissed by court by jury dispositions Total of Yearly 

YEAR No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. 
guilty guilty guilty 

Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. 

1935 -- 2,164 100.0 284 13.1 202 9.3 1 * 60 2.8 21 1.0 1,880 86.9 1,762 81.4 3 0.1 115 5.3 
1936 -- 1,911 100.0 231 12.1 168 8.8 1 0.1 46 2.4 16 0.8 1,680 87.9 1,586 83.0 6 0.3 88 4.6 
1937 -- 1,908 100.0 232 12.2 161 8.4 1 0.1 55 2.9 15 0.8 1,676 87.8 1,578 82.7 8 0.4 90 4.7 
1938 -- 2,295 100.0 294 12.8 231 10.1 2 0.1 43 1.9 18 0.8 2,001 87.2 1,903 82.9 6 0.3 92 4.0 
1939 -- 2,069 100.0 196 9.5 132 6.4 - - 56 2.7 8 0.4 1,873 90.5 1,784 86.2 6 0.3 83 4.0 

1940 -- 1,990 100.0 183 9.2 130 6.5 3 0.2 43 2.2 7 0.4 1,807 90.8 1,741 87.5 · 3 0.2 63 3.2 
1941 -- 1,696 100.0 174 10.3 125 7.4 1 0.1 43 2.5 5 0.3 1,522 89.7 1,434 84.6 7 0.4 81 4.8 
1942 -- 1,385 100.0 219 15.8 153 11.0 1 0.1 46 3.3 19 1.4 1,166 84.2 1,089 78.6 5 0.4 72 5.2 
1943 -- 929 100.0 103 11.1 74 8.0 - - 25 2.7 4 0.4 826 88.9 777 83.6 5 0.5 44 4.7 
1944 -- 803 100.0 68 8.5 48 6.0 - - 12 1.5 8 1.0 735 91.5 699 87.0 1 0.1 35 4.4 

*Percent not shown where less than 0.1 



TABLE 65. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF 
MAJOR OFFENSES IN DISTRICT COURTS: 1940-1944 

ENTENCE OR TREATMENT 
Total Number Institution 
of Defendants State Probation Local for juvenile 
Convicted and , prison or or suspended jail or Fine or delinquents Other 

Sentenced reformatory sentence workhouse costs only only Sentence 
YEAR No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. , Pct. 

1940 1,807 100.0 788 43.6 719 39.8 240 13.3 55 3.0 5 0.3 
1941 1,522 100.0 683 44.9 661 43.4 148 9.7 27 1.8 2 0.1 1 0.1 
1942 1,166 100.0 518 44.4 496 42.5 122 10.5 27 2.3 3 0.3 
1943 826 100.0 406 49.2 330 40.0 64 7.7 19 2.3 6 0.7 1 0.1 
1944 -- 735 100.0 321 43.7 292 39.7 88 12.0 30 4.1 4 0.5 

TABLE 66. DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES BY OUTCOME 
AND METHOD OF TRIAL: 1940-1944 

OUTCOME ,--METHOD OF TRIAL---
Total defendants Disposed Disposed 

disposed of by of by 
of by trial Acquitted Convicted court trial jury trial 

YEAR No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pct. No. Pd. 

1940 112 100.0 46 41.1 66 58.9 6 5.4 106 94.6 
1941 132 100.0 44 33.3 88 66.7 8 6.1 124 93.9 
1942 124 100.0 47 37.9 77 62,1 6 4.8 118 95.2 
1943 74 100.0 25 33.8 49 66.2 5 6.8 69 93.2 

1944 ---- 48 100.0 12 25.0 36 75.0 1 2.1 47 97.9 

59 





SECTION III 

Appendix 

The detailed tables in the appendix furnish source material referred to in this 
report. If more information on any phase of criminal statistics is desired, the reader is 
advised to contact the Division of Criminal Statistics, Bureau of Criminal Appre
hension, 488 North Wabasha Street, St. Paul 2, Minnesota. 

TABLE 67. MINNESOTA OFFENSES HANDLED BY THE BUREAU 
. DURING 1944-45 (JULY-JUNE) 1 

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES 

GRAND TQTAL-ALL OFFENSES 

Major cffenses-Total ------·---------------------

Murder; nonnegligent manslaughter __________________ _ 
Manslaughter by negligence ---------------------------
Robbery -------------------------------------------
Aggravated assault ------------------·---------------
Burglary-breaking or entering ----------------------
Larceny-except auto theft ---------------------------
Auto theft -----------------------------------------
Forgery ---------------------- ___________________ _ 
Embezzlement and fraud ----------------------------
Stolen property-buying, selling, etc. -------------------
Rape-including carnal knowledge ___________________ _ 
Commercialized vice; prostitution -----~----------------
Other sex offenses ---------------------------------
Drug-law violations ------------------------------·--
Weapons-carrying, etc. -----------------------------

Miscellaneous major offenses: 
Abduction -------------------------------------
Abortion --------------------------------------
Arson----------------------------------------
Bigamy ----------------------------------------
Blackmail and extortion --------------------------

Offenses Reported Unfounded Actual 
or Known Cases Offenses 

1,597 

1,232 

9 
8 

13 
6 

328 
217 
303 
132 
125 

1 
12 

1 
6 

2 

8 

36 
35 

2 
12 
20 

1 

1,561. 

1,197 

9 
3 

13 
6 

326 
205 
283 
132 
125 

1 
12 

1 
5 

Escape (penal) and jail break -------------------- 34 34 
Kidnaping ------------------------------------- 1 1 
Perjury ------------------------------------. __ _ 
Parole and probation violation ------·--------------- 36 36 

-----------------~~ 
Other Offenses-Total ____________________ :___ 349 1 348 

Minor assault --------------------------------------
Offenses against family and children ------------------
Liquor-law violations --------------------------·-----
Driving while intoxicated ----------------------------
Other motor-vehicle law violations ---------------------
Disorderly conduct; drunkenness; vagrancy ____________ _ 
Gambling------------------------------------------
Illegitimacy ---------------------------------------
Malicious mischief and destruction of property ----------
Escapes from State hospitals -------------------------
Federal offenses occurring in Minnesota ---------------
Unclassified offenses --------------------------------

Offense not stated ----------------------------------

9 1 8 
25 25 

2 2 

15 15 
3 3 

6 6 
32 32 

231 231 
20 20 

6 6 

16 16 
1A detailed break down of offenses by rural and urban status is available upon request. 

County 

TABLE 68. RURAL OFFENSES REPORTED BY SHERIFFS: 1944 
(Submitted to the Bureau on Monthly Reports as Required by ·Law. 

Places under 2,500 in Population are Included as Rural.) 
r--Larceny-----. 

Mur- Rob- Aggr. Burg- $50 or Under Auto 
Population1 der Mans!. Rape bery Assl'.t lary Over $50 Theft 

Rural Total -------- 1,194,284 11 23 40 10 81 622 260 517 188 

Group III-Total ___ 54,355 2 1 69 12 42 9 
(50,000 to 99,999) 

St. Louis2 --------- 54,355 2 1 69 12 42 9 

"61 

Total 

1,697 

135 

135 



Group IV-Total ____ 
(25,000 to 49,999) 

241,926 2 13 12 3 8 99 51 113 36 337 

Fillmore ___________ 25,830 3 7 2 7 5 24 
Hennepin ---------- 46,069 1 6 2 1 1 34 16 53 4 118 
Itasca2 ____________ 28,121 1 1 1 19 1 19 14 56 
Otter Tail --------- 42,344 1 3 9 6 3 1 23 
Polk -------------- 27,062 3 2 15 13 16 / 2 51 

Stearns ------------ 44,950 6 L 2 1 13 8 10 6 47 
Wright ------------ 27,550 "2 - 2 5 5 4 18 

Group V-Total 795,322 6 10 25 7 21 398 178 340 128 1,113 
(10,000 to 24,999) 

Aitkin _____________ 17,865 1 19 1 7 1 29 
Becker ------------ 21,547 1 1 3 1 2 14 3 11 3 39 
Beltrami ----------- 16,68Q, (Only 1 month received) 
Benton 10,371 (Only 2 months received) 
Big Stone --------- 10,447· 6 8 3 1 18 

Blue Earth -------- 20,549 (Only 8 months received) 
Brown ·---------~- - 13,878 1 1 3 2 2 3 12 
Carlton ------------- 16,908 1 4 1 2 9 2 8 4 31 
Carver ------------ 17,606 1 3 26 30 
Cass -------------- 20,646 1 1 1 36 5 4 2 50 

Chippewa 11,707 1 1 5 1 9 4 21 Chisago ____________ 13,124 1 7 3 4 2 17 
Clay -------------- 15,846 7 ·2 3 1 13 
Clearwater --------- 11,153 1 1 2 4 8 
Cottonwood -------- 13,336 2 9 2 4 17 

Crow Wing -------- 15,201 ( Only 8 months received) 
Dakota ------------ 16,421 ,,, - 1. 2 4 12 7 26 
Dodge ------------- 12,931 (Only 4 months received) 
Douglas ----------- 15,318 7 - 4 5 16 
Faribault ---------- 20,239 10 1 5 2 18 

Freeborn ___________ 19,580 (No ·returns received) 
Goodhue ----------- 21,602 1 14 3 9 1 28 
Houston 14,735 10 5 6 6 27 
Isanti------------~- 12,950 1 2 3 13 4 23 
Jackson ----------- 13,965 7 2 10 2 21 

Kandiyohi --------- 18,901 1 2 2 4 18 7 8 42 
Kittson 10,717 8 2 8 1 19 
Koochich,ing -------- 11,304 1 1 5 1 1 9 
Lac qui Parle ------ 15,509 1 8 5 7 3 24 
LeSU:eur2 ------ •' -- 19,227 1 16 2 8 3 30 

Lincoln --------~--- 10,79.7 1 2 4 7 
Lyon-------------- 13,894 ·1 8 4 1 1 15 
McLeod ----------- 17,493 13 2 11 2 28 
Marshall ___________ 18,364 3 1 4 
Martin ------------ 17,668 1 3 13 22 2 41 

Meeker ------------ 15,357 7 7 14 
Mille Lacs --------·- 15,558 4 1 3 8 
Morrison --·-------- 21,426 1 2 6 2 1 1 13 
Mower ------------ 17,806 2 9 10 4 5 30 Murray ____________ 15,060 1 - 1 5 4 1 12 

Nobles _______ .:_ _____ 15,297 16 1 4 21 
Norman ----·------- 14,746 1 1 2 2 2 8 
Olmsted 16,346 ( Only 9 months received) 
Pine----------~--~- 21,478 1 1 4 1 1 8 
Pope -------------- 10,980 (No returns received) 

Ramsey ____________ 16,206 1 1 28 23 28 19 100 
Redwood ---------- 19,020 1 4 2 1 3 11 
Renville ----------- 24,625 ,_ 5 15 2 2 24 
Rice -------------- 13,100 1 '·1 17 8 15 3 45 
Rose11-u ------------ 15,103 - - 1 1 2 

,, 

Scott -------------- 15,585 1 --1 10 2 15 5 34 
Sibley --·----·------- 16,625 - (Only 6 months received) 
Steele ------------- 11,055 1 1 8 ·1 9 2 22 
Swift ,12,740 1 2 2 3 8 
Todd ____ _:. ____ _:. ____ 2'4,486 1 3 3 12 19 

Wabasha ---------- 14,449 (Only 1 month received) 
Waseca 10;916 1 10 1 5 17 
Washington ------.,....- ,· 16,784 1 10 17 4 32 
Watonwan --------- 10,502 12 1 1 14 
Winona ------·----- 15,305 - 1 3 1 3 8 

Yellow Medicine ---- 16,917 (Only 6 m~nths receivecl) 

Group VI-Total --- 102,681 1 2 2 56 19 22 10 112 
(2,500 to 9,999) 

Anoka ------------ 9,982 4 1 5 
Cook -------------- 3,030 (Only 3 months received) 
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Grant ------------- 9,828 1 ·1 1 2 5 Hubbard ___________ 8,44-2 12 1 2 2 17 Kanabec ___________ 9,651 (Only l month received) 

i 
Lake ______________ 2,910 1 1 Lake of the Woods __ 5,975 1 1 
Mahnomen --------- 8,054 (Only 8 months received) 

;j 
Nicollet ------------ 8,895 1 12 1 9 1 24 Pennington _________ 6,894. 4 2 8 9,. 

i.J Pipestone ---------- 9,112 8 1 1 ;I 8 
l Red Lake __________ 7,413 1 9 5 1 16 !~ Rock ______________ 7,819 3 1 4 i\ Sherburne --------- 8,271 ( Only 1 month received) 
~ Stevens ------------ 7,825 1 4 5 1 11 

f Traverse ----------- 8,283 (Only 2 months received) 
Wadena ----------- 9,856 2 2 1 5 
Wilkin ------------ 7,730 2 2 2 6 

1Delinquent contributors are excluded from the totals. 
2Places included in county figures above but reported to the Bureau by chiefs of Police. 

(Nashwauk and Proctor formerly m·ban). 

LeSueur County, 
Montgomery ____ 1,741 1 2 3 

Itasca County, 
Nashwauk _____ 2,228 5 6 2 13 

St. Louis County, 
Proctor ________ 2,468 2 1 ·2 5 

TABLE 69. URBAN OFFENSES REPORTED BY CHIEFS OF POLICE: 1944· 
(Submitted to the Bureau on Monthly Reports as Required by Law. 

Places with 2,500 or More Inhabitants are Classified as Urban.) 
,---Larceny--.. 

Mur- Rob- Aggr. Burg· $50 or Under Auto 
Municipality Population1 der Mansi. Rape be1-y Assl't lary Over $50 Theft Total 

Urban Total ----·--- 1,369,768 20 35 91 159 104 2,806 1,021 6,009 1,347 11,092 

Group I-Total -'----- 780,106 15 82 56 134 79 1,612 730 3,266 906 6,830 
(250,000 or over) 

Minneapolis -------- 492,370 13 18 14 80 34 88!7 566 1,416 621 3,649: 
St. Paul ---------- 287,736 2 14 42 54 45 725. 164 1,850 285 3,181· 

Group II-Total 101,065 1 2 5 13 4 133 110 761 139 1,165 
"(100,000 to 249,999) 

Duluth ------------ 101,065 1 2 5 13 4 133 110 761 136 1,165 · 

Group IV-Total 26,312 1 1 1 30 11 265 22 331· 
(25,000 to 49,999) 

Rochester ---------- 26,312 1 1 1 30 11 265 22 331 

Group V..:_Total 170,763 2 1 13 5 .4 262 84 1,049 140 1,560 
(10,000 to 24,999) 

Albert Lea _________ 12,200 3 1 7 9 21 9 50 
Austin ------------ 18,307 42 19 259 33 353 
Brainerd ---------- 12,071 3 1 1 24 4 66 5 104 
Faribault __________ 14,527 1 10 6 44 10 71 
Fergus Falls 10,8l18 1 9 11 4 25 

Hibbing ----------- 16,385 2 3 24 8 84 14 135 
Mankato ___________ 15,654 1 1 19 3 37 7 68 
St. Cloud ---------- 24,173 1 1 51 15 149 11 228 
South St. Paul ----- 11,844 2 82 4 95 13 146 
Virginia ----------- 12,264 2 12 8 99 25 146 

Winona ____________ 22,490 1 82 8 184 9 234 

Group VI-Total --- 291,522 1 16 6 1.7 269 86 668 143 .1,206 
(Under 10,000) 

Alexandria _________ 5,051 4 4 4 12 
Anoka _____________ 6,426 1 1 3 1 10 16 
Bayport ----------- 2,6332 

4 34 Bemidji ----------- 9,427 5 20 5 
Benson------------ 2,729 2 1 1 2 6 

Blue Earth -------- 3,702 4 4 2 10 
Breckenridge 2,745 1 3 4 
Chisholm ___________ 7,487 3 2 10 3 18 
Cloquet ----------~- 7,304 1 3 1 10 5 20 
Columbia Heights --- 6,035 2 7 6 46 1 62 

Crookston __________ 7,161 1 1 9 3 70 6 90 
Crosby ------------ 2,954 13 4 17 
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" ') 

Detroit Lakes 5,015 1 3 8 2 14 
East Grand Forks -- 3,511 2 1 9 3 28 14 57 
Edina ------------- 5,855 1 5 7 1 14 

Ely --------------- 5,970 1 2 4 1 8 
Eveleth ------------ 6,887 12 10 3 25 
Fairmont ---------- 6,988 3 4 6 4 25 1 43 
Gilbert ------------ 2,504 (No returns received) 
Glenwood .... --------- 2,564 (Only 2 months received) 

Grand Rapids 4,875 8 3 7 7 25 Hastings ____________ 5,662 1 1 5 2 5 2 16 
Hopkins ----------- 4,100 9 2 8 19 
Hutchinson ___ ...,; ____ 3,887 5 19 1 25 
International Falls -- 5,626 1 13 5 5 10 34 

Jaekson ----------- 2,840 (No returns received) Lake City __________ 3,204 1 1 
Litchfield 

_ _._ ________ 
3,920 8 27 2 38 Little Falls _________ 6,047 (No returns received) 

Luverne ----------- 3,114 1 1 2 4 8 

Marshall ___________ 4,590 6 1 9 2 18 
Montevideo --------- 5,220 
Moorhead ---------- 9,491 1 8 2 41 15 67 
Morris ------------ 3,214 3 5 1 9 
New Ulm ---------- 8,743 1 1 5 31 38 

Northfield __________ 4,533 3 1 4 1 9 
North Mankato ----- 3,517 ( Only 6 months received) 
North St. Paul 3,135 3 2 :( 6 
Owatonna -----==-==-=- 8,694 4 25 7 36 
Park Rapids ------·- 2,643 8 1 5 1 15 

Pipestone ____ __: _____ 4,682 3 5 4 10 1 23 
Red Wing 9,962 1 6 7 56 5 75 
Redwood Falls ______ 3,270 9 1 3 4 17 
Richfield ----------- 6,750 3 4 7 
Robbinsdale -------- 6,018 5 1 2 8 

St. James __________ 3,400 1 1 2 1 5 
St. Louis Park ----- 7,737 1 1 1 3 
St. Peter ---------- 5,870 1 6 3 10 
Sauk . Center ------- 3,016 1 8 1 1 11 
Sauk Rapids --·----- 2,981 1 1 2 4 

, Sleepy Eye -------- 2,923 2 9 3 14 
Staples --·---------- 2,952 2 5 7 
Stillwater ---------- 7,013 5 4 12 21 
Thief River Falls --- 6,019 1 10 3 28 '\ 42 
Tracy ------------- 3,085 3 7 1 11 

Two Harbors ------- 4,046 2 1 1 4 
Wadena ----------- 2,916 7 1 8 
Waseca ____________ 4,270 7 1 9 17 
West St. Paul 5,733 1 1 3 1 6 
White Bear Lake --- 2,858 (Noreturns received) 

·wmmar ----------- 7,623 2 7 3 30 5 47 
Windom ----------- 2,807 2 2 1 14 1 20 
Worthington ------- 5,918 3 5 18 6 32 

1Delinquent contributors are excluded from the totals. 
2Includes the population of State Prison. 

TABLE 70. MINNESOTA CLASS I OFFENSES REPORTED OR ESTIMATED 
DURING 1944 'BY RURAL-URBAN STATUS AND POPULATION GROUPS1 

,-- Larceny --, No. of Pop. 1940 
Classification of Mans. by Rob- Aggra. Burg- $50 or Under Auto Contrib- (Census 
Contributors Total Murder Neg. Rape bery Ass'lt. lary Over $50 Theft utors Bureau) 

Entire State ____ 13,158 33 62 138 174 142 3,052 1,332 6,654 1,571 165 2,792,300 

Urban Total __ 11,176 20 35 92 159 105 2,325 1,027 6,056 1,357 78 1;390,098 
Rural Total __ 1,982 13 27 46 15 37 727 305 598 214 87 1,402,202 

Urban: 
Reported by Contributors-

total ------- 11,092 20 35 91 159 104 2,306 1,021 6,009 1,347 72 1,369,768 
Estimated-total 84 1 1 19 6 47 10 6 20,330 

Cities by Population Groups 
Group I (250,000 
or over) ____ 6,830 

Group II (100,000 
15 32 56 134 79 1,612 730 3,266 906 2 780,106 

to 249,999) _ 1,165 
·Group IV (25,000 

1 2 5 13 4 133 110 761 136 1 101,065 

to 49,999) __ 331 1 1 1 
Group V (10,000 

30 11 265 22 1 26,312 

to 24,999) __ 1,560 2 1 13 5 4 262 84 1,049 140 11 170,763 
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Group VI (2,500 
to 9,999) 

Reported by 
police 1,206 1 16 6 17 269 86 668 143 57 291,522 

Estimated ---- 84 1 1 19 6 47 10 6 20,330 

Rural: 
Reported by Contributors-

total 1,697 11 23 40 10 31 622 260 517 183 71 1,194,284 
Estimated --t<rt°il- 285 2. 4 6 5 6 105 45 81 31 16 207,918 

Counties by Population Grolips 
Group III (50,000 
to 99,999) 135 2 1 69 12 42 9 1 54,355 

Group IV (25,000 
to 49,999) 337 2 13 12 3 8 99 51 113 36 7 241,926 

Group V (10,000 
to 24,999) 

Reported by 
contributors 1,113 6 10 25 7 21 398 178 340 128 50 795,322 

Estimated ____ 239 2 2 5 2 5 85 38 73 27 11 170,629 
Group VI (2,500 

to 9,999) 
Reported by 
contributors 112 1 2 2 56 19 22 10 13 102,681 

~stimated ____ 46 2 1 3 1 20 7 8 4 5 37,289 

1Reported by contributors unless otherwise indicated. Offenses added by the Bureau are included as re--
ported by contributors. The estimated offenses are based on the rat.e in the reporting areas. If more 
offem;es were known to the Bureau than the estimated number, the known offenses were <;_ounted. 

TABLE 71. NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF OFFENSES CLEARED BY ARREST 
BY POPULATION AND RURAL~URBAN GROUPINGS: 19441 

,---Larceny----, 
Grouping of Mans. by Rob- Aggr. Burg- $50 or Under Auto 
Contributors Total Murder Neg. Rape bery Ass'lt. lary Over $50 Theft 

State Total 
Offenses Reported ________ 12,789 31 58 131 169 135 2,928 1,281 6,526 1,530 
Offenses Cleared _________ 4,789 29 55 112 67 114 1,272 513 2,102 525 
Percent Cleared --------- 37.4 93.5 94.8 85.5 39.6 84.4 43.4 40.0 32.2 34.3 

Urban Total 
Offenses Reported ________ 11,092 20 35 91 159 104 2,306 1,021 6,009 1,347 
Offenses Cleared _________ 4,037 19 33 77 61 84 1,012 423 1,889 439 
Percent Cleared __________ 36.4 95.0 94.3 84.6 38.4 80.8 43.9 41.4 31.4 32.6 

Rural Total 
Offenses Reported ________ 1,697 11 23 40 10 31 622 260 517 183 
Offenses Cleared _________ 752 10 22 35 6 30 260 90 213 86 
Percent Cleared __________ 44.3 90.9 95.7 87.5 60.0 96.8 41.8 34.6 41.2 47.0 

Urban Population Grouping 
Group I Offenses ------------ 6,830 15 32 56 134 79 1,612 730 3,266 906 

Clearances -------------- 2,956 14 30 44 51 61 820 346 1,293 297 
Percent Cleared __________ 43.3 93.3 93.8 78.6 38.1 77.2 50.9 47.4 39.6 32.8 

Group II Offenses ---------- 1,165 1 2 5 13 4 133 110 761 136 
Clearances -------------- 248 1 2 4 3 4 20 27 137 50 
Percent Cleared ---------- 21.3 100.0 100.0 80.0 23.1 100.0 15.0 24.5 18.0 36.8 

Group IV Offenses ---------- 331 1 1 1 30 11 265 22 
Clearances -------------- 75 .1 1 1 3 2 59 8 
Percent Cleared --------- 22.7 100.0 100.0 100.0 10.0 18.2 22.3 36.4 

Group V Offenses ___________ 1,560 2 1 13 5 4 262 84 1,049 140 
Clearances -------------- 340 2 1 13 4 4 70 21 181 44 
Percent Cleared ---------- 21.8 100.0 100.0 100.0 80.0 100.0 26.7 25.0 17.3 31.4 

Group VI Offenses __________ 1,206 1 16 6 17 269 86 668 143 
Clearances -------------- 418 1 15 2 15 99 27 219 40 
Percent Cleared __________ 34.7 100.0 93.8 33.3 88.2 36.8 31.4 32.8 28.0 

Rural Population Grouping 
Group III Offenses --------- 135 2 1 69 12 42 9 

Clearances -------------- 53 2 1 24 5 17 4 
Percent Cleared __________ 39.3 100.0 100.0 34.8 41.7 40.5 44.4 

Group IV Offenses __________ 337 2 13 12 3 8 99 51 113 36 
Clearances -------------- 162 2 13 12 2 8 46 19 47 13 
Percent Cleared ---------- 48.1 100.0 100.0 100.0 66.7 100.0 46.5 37.3 41.6 36.1 

Group V Offenses ___________ 1,113 6 10 25 7 21 398 178 340 128 
Clearances -------------- 478 5 9 20 4 20 159 59 138 64 
Percent Cleared ---------- 42.9 83.3 90.0 80.0 57.1 95.2 39.9 33.1 40.6 50.0 

Group VI Offenses __________ 112 1 2 2 56 19 22 10 
Clearances -------------- 59 1 2 2 31 7 11 5 
Percent Cleared --------- 52.7 100.0 100.0 100.0 55.4 36.8 50.0 50.0 

1See tables 68 and 69 for population range in each group. 
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TABLE 72. RURAL CLEARANCES REPORTED BY SHERIFFS: 1944 
(Submitted to the Bureau on Monthly Reports as Required by Law. 

Places under 2,500 in Population are Included as Rural.) 

,-- Larceny ----, 
Rob- Aggr. Burg- $50 or Under Auto 

County 

Rural Total 

Murder Mansi. Rape bery Ass'lt lary Over $50 Theft Total 

Group III-Total ______________ _ 
(50,000 to 99,999) 

St. Louis (inc. Proctor) _______ _ 

Group IV-Total --------------
(25,000 to 49,999) 

Fillmore ---------------------
Hennepin --------------------
Itasca (inc. Nashwauk) _______ _ 
Otter '.rail __________________ _ 

Polk ------------------------

Stearns ---------------------
Wright ----------------------

Group V-Total -------------~-
(10,000 to 24,999) 

Aitkin -----------------------
Becker --'-------------------Beitrami __________________ .:,_ __ 
Benton _____ .:.. ____ :_ _________ .;._ 

Big Stone -------------------

Blue Earth ------------------
Brown ----·------------------Carlton _____________________ _ 
Carver ________ : __________ . ___ _ 

Cass - -----------------------

Chippewa-------------------
Chisago ----------------------
Clay ------------------------
Clearwater -------------------Cottonwood _________________ _ 

Crow Wing -----------------
Dakota---------------------
Dodge ----------------------
Douglas ---------~·----------
Faribault --------------------

Freeborn----'----------------
Goodhue ---------------'------Houston ________________ _.: ___ _ 
Isanti ______________________ _ 

Jackson ----------,------- ----

Kandiyohi --'~---------------
Kittson ----------------------Koochiching _________________ _ 
Lac qui Parle ----------------
LeSueur (inc. Montgomery) ___ _ 

Lincoln --------------·--------
Lyon __ , ___ . ----- ------------
McLeod ------------------'---
Marshall --------------------
Martin ----------------------

lVIeeker -----'-·---------------
Mille Lacs ------------------
Morrison --------------·------
Mower ---------------------
Murray---------------------

Nobles ----·------------------
Norman ---------------------
Olmsted ---------------------
Pine-----------------------
Pope ------------------------

Ramsey ---------------------
Redwood --------------------
Renville --------------------
Rice ------------------------Roseau ______ :.. ______________ _ 

Scott------------------------
Sibley -----------------------

10 

2 

2 

2 

1 
1 

5 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

22 

13 

6 

1 

6 

9 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

66 

35 

1 

1 

12 

3 
2 
1 

3 

1 
2 

20 

2 

1 

1 

4 

30 260 

24 

24 

8 46 

2 
1 13 
1 6 
3 3 
2 11 

1 10 
1 

20 159 

15 
3 . ..2 4 

(Only 1 month received) 
(Only 2 months received) 

2 

(Only 8 months received) 
1 1 2 
3 1 2 4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

22 

2 
6 
4 

1 

(Only 8 months received) 
1 

(Only 4 months received) 
4 

(No returns received) 
3 
4 
1 
2 

2 2 
3 

1 5 
5 
8 

1 
2 

3 

3 
2 

2 1 
7 

1 1 

2 

(Only 9 months received) 
4 

(No returns received) 

12 
1 1 

5 
1 

1 
(Only 6 months received) 

90 213 

5 17 

5 17 

19 47 

3 
8 27 

1 
1 

7 13 

3 2 
1 

59 138 

1 5 
1 2 

3 1 

2 2 
1 2 
1 25 
1 2 

1 5 
1 

2' 2 
2 
1 

5 

3 
1 1 

1 2 
1 1 
1 

3 

5 2 
3 

1 
2 1 
2 3 

1 2 
2 1 
1 2 

2 1 

4 

10 
3 

2 
1 

8 11 
1 

1 4 

1 7 

86 

4 

4 

13 

4 
3 
1 
1 

3 
1 

64 

2 

1 
2 

2 

4 
1 
1 
3 

3 

2 
2 

1 
3 

4 
1 
1 

2 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

14 
2 

1 

1 

752 

53 

53 

162 

12 
62 
11 

9 
36 

27 
5 

478 

22 
16 

9 
15 
27 
30 

14 
8 
9 
6 
3 

9 

9 
4 

7 
7 
6 
5 

18 
7 
8 
8 

16 

4 
7 
5 
3 
4 

7 
3 
4 

18 
6 

4 
3 

7 

45 
5 

13 
I 

11 



Steele --------------------~-
Swift -----------------------
Todd------------------------

Wabasha --------------------Waseca _____________________ _ 

Washington -----------------
Watonwan -------------------Winona ____________________ _ 
Yellow Medicine _____________ _ 

Group VI-Total _______________ _ 
(2,500 to 9,999) 

Anoka ----------------------
Cook------------------------
Grant --------------·--------
Hubbard --------------------
Kanabec ---------------------

Lake------------------------
Lake of the Woods ___________ _ 
Mahnomen __________________ _ 

Nicollet ---------------------
Pennington. ------------------

Pipestone -----------------'--
Red Lake--------------------
Rock ------------------·------
Sherburne ------------------
Stevens ----------------------

Traverse ----------·-----------Wadena ____________________ _ 
Wilkin _____________________ _ 

1 

1 

TABLE 73. URBAN CLEARANCES 
(Submitted to the Bureau on 
Places with 2,500 or More 

1 1 8 1 11 
1 ••, 2 1 4 

3 5 8 

(Only 1 month received) 
1 5 5 11 
1 8 2 11 

7 1 8 
1 3 1 5 

(Only 6 months received) 

2 2 31 7 11 5 59 

1 1 
(Only 3 months received) 

1 1 2 4 
6 6 

(Only 1 month received) 

1 1 
(Only 8 months received) 

1 11 7 20 
4 1 1 6 

2 1 2 5 
5 1 7 

(Only 1 month received) 
1 2 3 

(Only 2 months received) 
1 1 

2 1 2 5 

REPORTED BY CHIEFS OF POLICE: 1944 
Monthly Reports as Required by Law~. 

Inhabitants are Classified as Urban.) 

,-- Larceny ---, 
Rob- Aggr. Burg- $50 or Under Auto 

Municipality Murder Mansi. Rape bery Ass'lt lary Over $50 Theft Total 

Urban Total ------------------- 19 33 77 61 84 1,012 423 1,889 439 4,037 

Group I-Total ----------------- 14 30 44 51 61 820 346 1,293 297 2,956 
(250.000 or over) 

Minneapolis ------------------ 12 17 13 35 25 625 283 724 154 1,888 
St. l'aul --------------------- 2 13 31 16 36 195 63 569 143 1,068 

Group II-Total ---------------- 1 2 4 3 4 20 27 137 50 248 
(100,000 to 249,999) 

Duluth ---------------------- 1 2 4 3 4 20 27 137 50 248 

Group IV-Total --------------- 1 1 1 3 2 59 8 75 
(25,000 to 49,999) 

Rochester -------------------- 1 1 1 3 2 59 8 75 

Group V_.:_Total --------------·-- 2 1 13 4 4 70 21 181 44 · 340 
(10,000 to 24,999) 

Albert Lea ___________________ 3 1 1 6 8 5 24 
Austin _____________ .:._ ________ 15 2 7 24 
Brainerd -------------------- 3 1 1 11 1 16 3 36 
Faribault --------------------- 1 2 1 9 3 16 
Fergus Falls ---------------·-- 1 3 5 3 12 

Hibbing --------------------- 2 3 11 33 5 54 
Mankato --------------------- 1 5 1 11 4 22 
St. Cloud ----------·----·------ 1 1 7 4 24 3 40 
South St. Paul --------------- 2 5 3 21 4 35 
Virginia --------------------- 2 2 3 19 3 29 

Winona ------·--------------- 1 8 2 33 4 48 

Group VI-Total ----------·----- 1 15 2 15 99 27 219 40 418 
(Under 10,000) 

Alexandria ------------------- 4 2 6 
Anoka----------------------- 1 1 1 5 8 
Bayport --------------------- 2 1 1 1 5 Bemidji ---------------------
Benson ---------------------- 1 1 

Blue Earth ------------------ 2 1 3 
Breckenridge --·--------------- 2 2 
Chisholm -------------------- 2 2 
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Cloquet---------------------
Columbia Heights -------------
Crookston ___________________ _ 

Crosby ----------------------
Detroit Lakes ----------------
East Grand Forks ------------
Edina -----------------------

Ely-------------------------
Eveleth ---------------------
Fairmont -------------------
Gilbert ---------------------
Glenwood --------------------
Grand Rapids _______________ _ 

Hastings ---------------------Hopkins ____________________ _ 

Hutchinson -----------------
International Falls ------------
Jackson ____________________ _ 
Lake City ___________________ _ 

Litchfield -------------------
Little Falls -------------------Luverne ____________________ _ 

Marshall ____________________ _ 
Montevideo __________________ _ 
Moorhead ___________________ _ 

Morris ----------------------New Ulm ___________________ _ 

Northfield ___________________ _ 
North Mankato ______________ _ 
North St. Paul ---------------
Owatonna ------------------·--Park Rapids ..:. _____ , __________ _ 

Pipestone ___________________ _ 

Red Wing -------------------Redwood Falls _______________ _ 

Richfield -------------------
Robbinsdale ------------------
St. James ___________________ _ 
St. Louis Park ______________ _ 
St. Peter --------------------, 
Sauk Center -----------------
Sauk Rapids -----------------

Sleepy Eye -----------------
Staples ---------------------
Stillwater -----------·---------
Thief River Falls _ _: ___________ _ 
Tracy-----------------------
Two Harbors ________________ _ 

Wadena---------------------
Waseca --------------.--------West St. Paul _______________ _ 
White Bear Lake -----~--------

Willmar --------------------
Windom ----------·-----------
Worthington --------------·---
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1 
1 1 

1 1 5 
13 

1 2 
1 1 3 

1 

8 
3 4 4 

(No returns received) 
(Only 2 months received) 

3 
1 1 

1 
1 

1 .6 

(No returns received) 

2 
(No returns received) 

1 

3 

1 1 

1 1 2 

1 
(Only 6 months received) 

2 

2 

3 2 
1 

6 

1 

1 1 

1 3 
1 
1 

2 

1 4 

2 
4 

1 1 
(No returns received) 

2 3 
1 

n 
I ' ~ 

8 3 12 
3 1 6 

1 16 3 27 
3 16 

3 
1 1 1 8 
2 3 1 7 

2 10 
2 13 26 

4 1 8 
2 4 

1 2 4 
15 1 17 

5 4 3 19 

1 7 1') 

2 1 4 

1 7 1 12 

7 1 11 
4 1 5 

23 27 

1 2 

2 1 5 
7 1 8 

2 

2 2 g 
22 3 26 

1 2 10 
3 3 

1 

2 

2 6 
1 2 

1 2 

2 1 5 
2 5 7 
2 5 7 
1 5 11 

7 7 

1 1 
1 3 

2 6 
2 

g 1 15 
1 6 8 

4 1 5 



TABLE 74. OFFENSE CLASSIFICATION OF CRIMINAL FINGERPRINT RECORDS 
FORWARDED TO THE BUREAU BY MINNESOTA POLICE AGENCIES 

IN 1944: BY SEX AND SUBJECT STATUS1 

(Duplicates and Re-arrests are exchided) 

CLASSIFICATION OF DATA 
,--- All Subjects--. ,---- New Subjects-.... ,--- Old Subjects--, 
Both Male Female Both Male Female Both Male Female 

Grand Total ----------------- 2,021 1,790 

Major offenses-Total _________ 1,000 

Murder; nonnegligent manslaughter __ 
Manslaughter by negligence ----•--'---
Robbery 
Aggravated assault ------:-----------
Burglary-breaking or entering _:_ ___ _ 
Larceny, except auto theft _________ _ 
Auto theft 
Embezzlement and fraud2 

Stolen property; buying, etc. __ , _____ _ 
Forgery and ·counterfeiting _________ _ 
Rape-including carnal knowledge __ _ 
Prostitution and commercialized vice __ 

Other sex offenses ________________ _ 
Violation of drug laws -------------
Weapons; carrying, etc. __________ _ 

Miscellaneous major offenses 
Abortion ------------·---------~-
Arso11 ------------------·-------Bigamy _______________________ _ 
Blackmail and extortion _________ _ 
Escape and jail break ----------·-
Federal offenses ---------------
Kidnaping -------------·-------
Perjury 
Violation of parole and probation __ 

Other offenses-Total ________ _ 

Minor assault 
Offenses against family and children _ 
Violation of liquor laws -----------
Driving while intoxicated 
Violation of road and driving laws __ _ 
Parking violations ----------·-----
Other violations of motor-vehicle laws 
Disorderly conduct _______________ _ 
Drunkenness ____________________ _ 

Vagrancy-----------------------
Gambling 
Illegitimacy ---------------------
Malicious mischief and destruction of 

property-----------------------
Tampering with auto _____________ _ 
Violation of regulatory laws _______ _ 
All other offenses ________________ _ 

Offense not stated3 

Suspicion and investigation -------
Other not stated (fugitives, etc.) ----

20 
4 

37 
41 
83 

311 
80 
93 
10 
59 
58 
11 

77 
5 

10 

4 
3 
5 

53 

36 

784 

52 
38 
17 

102 
47 

16 
94 

269 
72 

1 
8 

11 
6 
7 

44 

205 
32 

904 

15 
4 

37 
39 
80 

273 
80 
88 
10 
46 
58 

1 

65 
3 
8 

3 
3 
5 

52 

34 

685 

51 
36 
16 
99 
46 

16 
72 

245 
37 

1 
8 

10 
6 
5 

37 

170 
31 

231 1,603 1,391 

96 

5 

2 
3 

38 

5 

13 

10 

12 
2 
2 

1 

1 

2 

99 

1 
2 
1 
3 
1 

22 
24 
35 

1 

2 
7 

35 
1 

778 

17 
4 

25 
35 
66 

246 
67 
65 

9 
41 
49 

9 

65 
2 
8 

3 
2 
5 

48 

12 

621 

39 
26 
11 
86 
42 

14 
87 

199 
54 

5 

9 
5 
5 

39 

177 
27 

691 

13 
4 

25 
33 
64 

211 
67 
60 

9 
30 
49 

53 
1 
6 

2 
2 
5 

47 

10 

532 

38 
24 
10 
84 
41 

14 
65 

179 
23 

5 

8 
5 
3 

33 

142 
26 

212 

87 

4 

2 
2 

35 

5 

11 

9 

12 
1 
2 

1 

1 

2 

89 

1 
2 
1 
2 
1 

22 
20 
31 

1 

2 
6 

35 
1 

418 

222 

3 

12 
6 

17 
65 
13 
28 

1 
18 

9 
2 

12 
3 
2 

1 
1 

5 

24 

163 

13 
12 

6 
16 

5 

2 
7 

70 
18 

1 
3 

2 
1 
2 
5 

28 
5 

399 

213 

2 

12 
6 

16 
62 
13 
28 

1 
16 

9 
1 

12 
2 
2 

1 
1 

5 

24 

153 

13 
12 

6 
15 

5 

2 
7 

66 
14 

1 
3 

2 
1 
2 
4 

28 
5 

19 

9 

1 

1 
3 

2 

1 

1 

10 

1 

4 
4 

1 

1 Some prisoners were fingerprinted more than once for the same offense; for example, by the St. Paul 
Police Department and the Ramsey County Sheriff. Duplicate records of this type as well as re-arrest 
records were excluded in this tabulation. 

2The fraud classification includes persons held for ''bad checks", no other information given; some of these 
may have been forgeries. 

3The following "sleeper" and noncriminal prints are excluded: new subjects 19 male, 4 female; old sub
jects, 6 male. 
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TABLE 75. NEW-SUBJECT ARRESTS IN MINNESOTA BY AGE AND OFFENSE, BOTH SEXES COMBINED: 1944 
(Data from Fingerprint Records Forwarded by Minnesota Police 
Agencies. Persons Released without Prosecution are Included.) 

AG 
Median 

Not Age1 

Total Known 25- 30- 35- 40- 45- 50- 55- 60- 65- 70- 75-
OFFENSE CHARGED All Ages 10-14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 29 34 39 44 49 54 59 64 69 74 79 

Total ------------------- 1,603 1 14 29 50 102 89 85 79 65 63 57 47 191 179 139 143 100 74 57 21 7 8 3 28.2 

Criminal homicide --------·---- 21 - - 1 - - - 3 2 3 3 - 2 3 - 2 1 1 - 32.5 
Robbery--------------------- 25 - 1 - 3 2 1 4 4 1 1 2 1 5 - - - - - - 20.4 
Assault (all degrees) 74 - - - 3 2 2 2 - 2 7 1 4 11 9 4 11 4 3 6 2 1 - 31.6 
Burglary -------------------- 66 - 3 4 4 13 9 4 3 3 4 3 - 6 4 1 2 - 2 - 1 19.0 
Larceny --------------------- 246 - 3 8 11 21 16 12 22 16 5 18 6 26 21 11 16 14 10 8 2 - - - 23.5 
Auto theft ------------------ 67 - - 6 13 12 10 7 3 1 3 3 2 4 3 - - - - - - 18.2 
Embezzlement and fraud --·----- 65 - - - - 2 - 1 2 - 4 3 1 10 7 8 5 7 6 3 4 2 - 36.6 
Stolen property ______________ 9 - - - - - - 3 - - 1 1 1 1 1 - - 1 

-:i Arson ----------------------- 2 - - - - - - - 1 1 - -
0 

Forgery --------------------- 41 - - 1 1 1 8 3 - 5 1 1 5 5 4 2 - 3 1 - - 24.5 
Rape 49 - - - - 2 3 2 6 3 4 3 - 8 6 5 4 1 1 1 - 25.9 
Prostitution __________________ 9 - - - 1 - 2 4 - 1 1 - - - -
Other sex offenses ------------ 65 - 1 - 2 3 6 5 1 - - 2 2 3 10 5 6 6 3 6 3 1 - 33.8 
Narcotic drug Jaws ___________ 2 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 
Weapons, carrying etc. -------- 8 - - - - 1 - - - 1 1 3 - 2 
Offense against family and chil-

1 dren ---------------------- 26 - - - - - - - - - 1 1 5 3 11 2 2 - - - - - 35.9 
Liquor laws ----------·-------- 11 - - - - 1 - - - - - 2 - 4 1 1 1 1 - - - -
Driving while intoxicated ______ 86 - - - 1 3 2 2 1 - 1 13 20 12 13 10 2 2 1 2 1 - 35.0 
Road and driving laws -------- 42 - - 1 3 3 2 2 1 2 1 1 4 9 4 5 2 - 2 - - 30.6 
Parking violations ------------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Other traffic ----------------- 14 - - - 1 - 1 2 - - - - 3 1 3 1 2 
Disorderly conduct ___________ 87 - - - - 1 6 4 5 5 3 3 5 16 5 11 8 8 4 2 1 - - - 28.6 
Drunkenness ----------------- 199 - - - 3 2 5 3 4 6 7 4 6 20 23 24 27 23 17 19 1 2 3 - 38.4 Vagrancy ____________________ 54 - - - - 3 5 1 5 3 3 4 8 8 4 1 3 3 3 - - - - 26.9 Gambling ____________________ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Suspicion -------------------- 177 1 - 2 2 18 13 14 8 8 6 2 5 20 22 15 21 10 5 2 - 1 1 1 27.5 
Not stated ------------------- 27 - 1 2 - 3 - - 2 2 - 1 1 3 5 2 1 1 1 1 1 - - - 27.5 
All other offenses ------------ 131 - 5 6 7 14 10 6 7 6 8 3 3 13 9 15 5 5 7 1 1 - - - 22.6 

1Median not calculated when number of cases was. less than ·20. 
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TABLE 76. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS IN CRIMINAL CASES IN THE 
DISTRICT COURTS OF MINNESOTA, BY OFFENSE: 1944 

,-------Disposed of Without Conviction----~ -----'Convicted and Sentenced----. 

OFFENSE 

All offenses 

Major offenses-Total1 __________ _ 

Murder-------------------------Manslaughter ___________________ _ 

Robbery------------------------
Aggravated assault ---------------Burglary _____________ _ 
Larceny, except auto theft 
Auto theft ____________ _ 
Embezzlement and fraud _________ _ 
Stolen property, receiving, etc. ___ _ 
Forgery and counterfeiting2 ______ _ 
Rape---------------------------
Commercialized vice 
Other sex offenses _______________ _ 
Violating drug laws __ 
Carrying, etc., weapons 

Other major offenses-Total 

Abortion ---------------------
Arson . 
Bigamy 
Blackmail and extortion ________ _ 
Escape and jail break _________ _ 
Kidnaping 

Minor offenses3 

Total Defendants 
Disposed of 

1,002 

803 

2 
21 
34 
43 
91 

258 
53 
19 
11 
94 
59 

1 
73 
14 

5 

25 

7 
6 
8 
1 
2 
1 

199 

Total 

84 

68 

5 

9 
4 

27 
3 
2 
1 
1 
7 

6 
1 

2 

1 

1 . 

16 

,---- Acquitted--. 
By court, By 

Dismissed jury waived Jury 

61 

48 

2 

1 
4 

25 
3 
2 
1 
1 
5 

3 

1 

1 

13 

15 

12 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 
1 

3 

Other 
no-penalty 

dispositions 

8 

8 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Total 

918 

735 

2 
16 
34 
34 
87 

231 
50 
17 
10 
93 
52 

1 
67 
13 

5 

23 

7 
5 
8 
1 
2 

183 

Pleaded 
guilty 

876 

699 

1 
13 
31 
33 
85 

227 
47 
15 
10 
92 
47 

58 
13 

5 

22 

7 
4 
8 
1 
2 

177 

,----Found Guilty----
By court, By 

jury waived Jury 

2 

1 

1 

1 

40 

35 

1 
3 
3 
1 
2 
4 
3 
2 

1 
4 
1 
9 

1 

1 

5 

1This group represents those felonies or serious offenses that are more comparable between states than the total offenses reported by the general trial courts. 
2Forgery classification includes check cases. 
3This group consists principally of misdemeanors such as minor assault; nonsupport; violating. liquor, gambling, and driving laws; and other offenses gen

erally tried in justice and municipal courts. 



TABLE 77. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED 
IN THE DISTRICT COURTS, BY OFFENSE: 1944 

~------Sen.tence or Treatment.------~ 

OFFENSE 

All offenses 

State 
Total prison 

Number of and 
Defendants reform
Sentenced atory 

918 327 

Major offenses-Total1 _________ 735 321 

Probation 
or 

suspended 
sentence 

370 

292 

Local 
jail or 
work
house 

104 

88 

Institution for 
juvenile 

Fine or delinquents 
costs only only 

113 4 

30 4 
~-----------------------------

Murder 2 2 
Manslaughter ___________________ 16 10 2 
Robbery 34 31 3 
Aggravated assault ______________ 34 12 1 7 
Burglary ---------------------- 87 41 33 
Larceny, except auto theft ________ 231 82 110 
Auto theft 50 21 23 
Embezzlement and fraud _________ 17 4 11 
Stolen property, receiving, etc. ____ 10 1 5 
Forgery and counterfeiting2 93 37 43 
Rape-including carnal knowledge _ 52 26 18 
Commercialized vice _____________ 1 1 
Other sex offenses ______________ 67 35 16 
Violating drug laws _____________ 13 9 1 
Carrying, etc., weapons ---------- 5 1 

2 

1 
9 

27 
6 
1 
4 

12 
7 

13 
1 

Other major offenses: ___________ 23 9 9 5 

2 

4 
2 

10 

1 

1 
1 

3 
2 
4 

2 
2 

~-----------------------------
Abortion --------------------- 7 2 4 1 
Arson----------------------- 5 2 3 
Bigamy______________________ 8 3 2 3 
Blackmail and extortion -------- 1 1 
Escape and jail break __________ 2 2 

Minor offenses3 : ______________ 183 6 78 16 83 

1This group represents those felonies or serious offenses that are moue comparable between States than the 
total offenses reported by the general trial courts. 

2Forgery classification includes check cases. 
BThis group consists principally of misd.emeansors such as minor assault;· nonsupport; vioJating liquor, 

gambling, and driving laws; and other offenses generally tried in justice and municipal courts. 
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TABLE 78. DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF AND DEFENDANTS CONVICTED, FOR 
MAJOR OFFENSES, WITH RATE PER 100,000 OF THE POPULATION: 1940-1944 

OFFENSE FOR WHICH DISPOSED OF 

DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF 
Total -----------------------------

Murder ______________________________ , __ 

Manslaughter ---------------------------Robbery ______________________ , ________ _ 
Aggravated Assault _____________________ _ 

Burglary ------------------------------
Larceny, except auto theft ---------------
Auto theft ----------------------------
Embezzlement and fraud -----------------
Stolen property, receiving, etc. ___________ _ 
Forgery and counterfeiting ______ . ____ , _____ _ 

Rape ----------------------------------Other major offenses ___________________ _ 

DEFENDANTS CONVICTED Total ______ , ________________________ _ 

Murder --------------------------------
Manslaughter ---------------------------Robbery __________ , _____________________ _ 

Aggravated assault ----------------------
Burglary ------------------------------
Larceny, except auto theft ----------·------Auto theft __________________ , ____ , _______ _ 

Embezzlement and fraud --------------·--
Stolen property, receiving, etc. 
Forgery and counterfeiting ----------------
Rape---------------------------------
Other major offenses --------------------

~------Number'------~ 
1944 

803 

2 
21 
34 
43 
91 

258 
53 
19 
11 
94 
59 

118 

735 

2 
16 
34 
34 
87 

231 
50 
17 
10 
93 
52 

109 

1943 1942 1941 

929 

7 
25 
19 
47 

105 
292 

72 
18 
17 

120 
89 

118 

826 

5 
17 
17 
36 

100 
274 

60 
11 
14 

114 
72 

106 

1,385 

11 
37 
63 
63 

122 
499 
107 

42 
29 

187 
84 

141 

1,166 

10 
25 
57 
39 

105 
434 

92 
33 
23 

165 
65 

118 

1,696 

17 
37 
61 
57 

191 
539 
139 

61 
27 

295 
120 
152 

1,522 

12 
26 
53 
42 

172 
498 
135 
42 
24 

270 
105 
143 

1940 

1,990 

14 
24 
53 
76 

278 
636 
151 

52 
38 

353 
91 

224 

1,807 

10 
16 
50 
58 

264 
590 
143 

36 
35 

333 
81 

191 

,--Rate per 100,000 of the Population---, 
19441 19431 19421 19411 19402 

32.2 

0.1 
0.8 
1.4 
1.7 
3.6 

10.3 
2.1 
0.8 
0.4 
3.8 
2.4 
4.7 

29.5 

0.1 
0.6 
1.4 
1.4 
3.5 
9.3 
2.0 
0.7 
0.4 
3.7 
2.1 
4.4 

36.8 

0.3 
1.0 
0.8 
1.9 
4.2 

11.6 
2.9 
0.7 
0.7 
4.8 
3.5 
4.7 

32.7 

0.2 
0.7 
0.7 
1.4 
4.0 

10.8 
2.4 
0.4 
0.6 
4.5 
2.9 
4.2 

51.8 

0.4 
1.4 
2.4 
2.4 
4.6 

18.6 
4.0 
1.6 
1.1 
7.0 
3.1 
5.3 

43.6 

0.4 
0.9 
2.1 
1.5 
3.9 

16.2 
3.4 
1.2 
0.9 
6.2 
2.4 
4.4 

62.3 

0.6 
1.4 
2.2 
2.1 
7.0 

19.8 
5.1 
2.2 
1.0 

10.8 
4.4 
5.6 

55.9 

0.4 
1.0 
1.9 
1.5 
6.3 

18.3 
5.0 
1.5 
0.9 
9.9 
3.9 
5.3 

71.3 

0.5 
0.9 
1.9 
2.7 

10.0 
22.8 

5.4 
1.9 
1.4 

12.6 
3.3 
8.0 

64.7 

0.4 
0.6 
1.8 
2.1 
9.5 

21.1 
5.1 
1.3 
1.3 

11.9 
2.9 
6.8 

1Based on estimate o:f civilian population of the State. Rates for 1941 diffe:t, therefore, from rates previously published by the Bureau of the 
Census which were based on the Population census of 1940. 

2Based on Population census of 1940. 




