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Cost of Report Preparation

The total cost for the Office of the Secretary of State to prepare this report was approximately
$574. Most of these costs involved staff time in compiling and analyzing data, and preparing the
written report. Incidental costs include paper, copying, and other office supplies.

Estimated costs are provided in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 2020, section 3.197,
requiring the cost for preparing a report to be provided at the beginning of a report to the
legislature.

Introduction

This mandated report was prepared in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 203B.28,
requiring the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State to prepare a statistical report related to
absentee voting in the most recent general election. Specifically, Minnesota Statutes, section
203B.28, requires:

By January 15 of every odd-numbered year, the secretary of state
shall provide to the chair and ranking minority members of the
legislative committees with jurisdiction over elections a statistical
report related to absentee voting in the most recent general election
cycle. The statistics must be organized by county, and include:

(1) the number of absentee ballots transmitted to voters;
(2) the number of absentee ballots returned by voters;

(3) the number of absentee ballots that were rejected, categorized
by the reason for rejection;

(4) the number of absentee ballots submitted pursuant to sections
203B.16 to 203B.27, along with the number of returned ballots that
were accepted, rejected, and the reason for any rejections; and

(5) the number of absentee ballots that were not counted because
the ballot return envelope was received after the deadlines provided
in this chapter.



Overview of Absentee Ballot Data for 2020

This mandated report provides data on the number of absentee ballot envelopes, and therefore
the enclosed ballots, that were accepted and rejected and the reasons for rejection. While this
data is important, it is equally important to know how many eligible voters successfully cast
ballots and how many did not. As such, this report provides both the number of rejected
ballots by county as well as the number of voters whose absentee ballots were ultimately
rejected and not counted. The data on voters only counts each voter once; a voter who had
multiple ballots rejected is only counted in the category in which their latest ballot was
rejected. If their last ballot was not rejected, but was received late, they are instead accounted
for in the category “received late.” This data reflects data entered into the system by county
auditors and municipal clerks and relies on the accuracy of their data entry.

In addition to the numbers on rejected and accepted absentee ballots, there were 1,657
voters who had their absentee ballot rejected and successfully voted at their polling
place on election day.

Please Note: As a result of litigation, the Office of the Secretary of State entered into a consent
decree temporarily waiving the witness requirement for already-registered absentee voters in
the 2020 general election. Voters who registered at time of absentee voting using the
procedures outlined in Minnesota Statutes, section 203B.04, subdivision 4, were still required
to present proof of residence as required by Minnesota Statute 201.061, subdivision 3, to a
witness.



Key to Rejection Reasons

Voter Name Not Match — The name on the voter’s absentee ballot application did not match
the name on the voter’s absentee ballot return envelope.

Voter Address Not Match — The address on the voter’s absentee ballot application did not
match the address on the voter’s absentee ballot return envelope.

No Voter Signature — The voter did not sign the certificate printed on the absentee ballot
return envelope.

Numbers & Signature Not Match — When compared to the voter’s absentee ballot application,
neither the voter’s identification numbers nor the voter’s signature provided on the absentee
ballot return envelope matched. This could also occur when a voter provided one number on
their online application (DL vs. SSN), but provided a different number on their return materials.

Voter Reg App Not Included — The voter was not already registered at this address and failed to
include a voter registration application in the absentee ballot return envelope.

Voter Reg App Return Separate — The voter was not already registered at this address and
failed to include a voter registration application in the absentee ballot return envelope. It was
returned separately, but less than 21 days before the election -- after the deadline for
preregistering to vote.

Voter Reg App Not Signed — The voter was not already registered at this address and did
enclose a voter registration application, but failed to sign it.

Voter Reg App Deficient — The voter was not already registered at this address and did enclose
a voter registration application, but failed to include other required information.

No Witness Signature — The voter’s witness did not sign the certification on the absentee ballot
envelope.

No Witness Address, Title or Stamp — The voter’s witness did not provide a Minnesota address,
their title indicating that they are an official authorized to give oaths, or a notary stamp on the
absentee ballot envelope.

Witness Not Mark Proof — The voter was not already registered at this address and was
therefore required to show proof of residence to the witness. The witness did not indicate on
the absentee ballot return envelope which proof of residence the voter provided.

Already Voted — The voter already had another absentee ballot accepted and counted or
already voted in-person in the polling place.



November 3, 2020 Regular Absentee Ballot Summary By County
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Aitkin 2204 [2309 |8 2086|2048 |38 [23 |1 2087
Anoka 129662 131426 192 118537 117219 1318 631 38 118575
Becker 7046 7224 |30 6587 6459|128 |60 |2 6589
Beltrami 9812 10118 26 8919 8764 155 95 23 8942
Benton 7721|7875 |24 7060|7003 |57 [36 |2 7062
Big Stone 637 640 1 582 578 4 3 0 582
Blue Earth 18686 [19225 |36 1741717224 |193_ |124 |7 17424
Brown 6034 6080 0 5555 5551 4 4 0 5555
Carlton 8325 [sa4s |34 7689|7649 |a0 __ [38 |1 7690
Carver 36939 37477 25 34676 34310 366 173 18 34694
Cass 4779|4822 [193__ |4241 __ [4161 [0 [0 o 4241
Chippewa 2353 2392 2 2231 2188 43 20 1 2232
Chisago 14947 [15156 |17 13946 (13770 |176 |60 |7 13953
Clay 16912 17305 1 15585 15406 179 84 0 15585
Clearwater 1458 1476 |2 1323|1303 |20 |5 0 1323
Cook 878 882 5 810 806 4 4 0 810
Cottonwood 1835 [1855 |4 1709|1699 |10 |5 0 1709
Crow Wing 15617 15867 28 14664 14453 211 104 3 14667
Dakota 171777 _|176570_[307 __ |161085 |150048 |2037 _ |887 |39 [161124
Dodge 4118 4168 3 3839 3801 38 18 0 3839
Douglas 7536|7664 |16 7076 6942|134 |60 |2 7078
Faribault 1988 2040 3 1841 1814 27 15 1 1842
Fillmore 3850 [3871 |13 3537|3536 |1 0 0 3537
Freeborn 6262 6310 0 5760 5721 39 29 0 5760
Goodhue 11938 [12182 |23 11116 [10963 _ |152 |49 |2 11118
Grant 494 505 1 464 457 7 2 0 464
Hennepin 598917 [612140 |2953  |529889 |526122 [3766  [1811 |100 _ [529989
Houston 4059 4115 2 3716 3648 68 18 0 3716
Hubbard 2280 4332 |10 2007|3959 |48 [5 |3 4010
Isanti 9706 9952 1 9136 9050 86 40 1 9137
itasca 9283 [9573 |19 8537|8410 [127 |75 |15 [8552
Jackson 1470 1536 5 1398 1361 37 10 2 1400
Kanabec 3399 [3408___|0 3133122 |12 [10__|o 3134
Kandiyohi 8936 9104 20 8336 8193 143 47 8 8344
Kittson 609 610 1 554 554 0 0 0 554
Koochiching 2665 2667 3 2488 2486 2 1 0 2488
Lac Qui Parle 867 917 3 808 766 2 i1 |o 808
Lake 2849 2921 2 2634 2589 45 12 0 2634
Lake Of The Woods _|397 402 1 380 377 3 1 0 380
Le Sueur 4350 4475 2 4054 3959 95 43 3 4057
Lincoln 814 814 0 753 751 2 2 0 753
Lyon 4722 4877 12 4367 4275 92 44 2 4369
McLeod 6388|7073 |19 6377 6248|129 |70 |0 6377
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Mahnomen 510 527 2 460 453 7 2 1 461
Marshall 794 820 3 763 750 13 8 0 763
Martin 4578 4663 4 4364 4330 34 20 0 4364
Meeker 4043 4097 2 3846 3801 45 21 2 3848
Mille Lacs 5140 5232 9 4551 4490 61 33 0 4551
Morrison 5562 5563 3 5228 5228 0 0 0 5228
Mower 9329 9490 26 8727 8683 44 26 0 8727
Murray 1002 1008 0 927 922 5 5 0 927
Nicollet 8711 8775 6 7797 7729 68 28 3 7800
Nobles 2955 2992 6 2700 2691 9 6 4 2704
Norman 616 628 4 574 573 1 0 1 575
Olmsted 59451 60307 160 52481 51843 638 382 21 52502
Otter Tail 12999 13116 26 12204 12164 40 14 0 12204
Pennington 2778 2819 5 2607 2580 27 11 2 2609
Pine 5047 5197 15 4725 4660 65 44 4 4729
Pipestone 1090 1094 0 987 985 2 2 0 987
Polk 5964 6080 5 5397 5320 77 26 1 5398
Pope 2352 2449 4 2251 2195 56 13 2 2253
Ramsey 215678 [226919 642 195447 192678 |2768 1422 88 195535
Red Lake 404 406 0 380 377 3 2 0 380
Redwood 2640 2700 4 2476 2443 33 11 1 2477
Renville 2059 2147 0 1962 1882 80 17 4 1966
Rice 18307 18763 31 16987 16681 306 122 13 17000
Rock 1298 1304 1 1175 1171 4 4 6 1181
Roseau 1541 1573 2 1436 1405 31 12 0 1436
St. Louis 57110 58792 334 52046 51227 817 432 6 52052
Scott 50696 51350 36 46766 46380 386 157 7 46773
Sherburne 23182 23621 19 21600 21258 342 172 7 21607
Sibley 1884 1924 2 1744 1723 21 6 1 1745
Stearns 40560 41048 139 36979 36403 576 267 1 36980
Steele 8445 8511 4 8009 7968 41 22 2 8011
Stevens 1377 1422 3 1291 1257 34 14 4 1295
Swift 1194 1194 2 1081 1079 2 2 0 1081
Todd 3362 3419 0 3093 3055 38 25 3 3096
Traverse 572 580 2 539 527 12 6 0 539
Wabasha 3983 3989 10 3689 3681 8 2 6 3695
Wadena 2655 2744 4 2476 2417 59 29 0 2476
Waseca 3457 3476 1 3240 3215 25 14 0 3240
Washington 108787 1113928 86 102350 101793 (557 292 18 102368
Watonwan 1339 1388 7 1250 1210 40 19 1 1251
Wilkin 765 784 0 712 709 3 1 0 712
Winona 12079 12236 27 11060 10993 67 46 8 11068
Wright 40041 40508 52 37372 37044 328 175 15 37387
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Yellow Medicine 1141 1153 0 1063 1053 10 6 0 1063
TOTAL 1895496 [1943536 |5735 1725715 (1707769 [17941 [8717 [513 1726228
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Aitkin 36 36 0 27 27 0 0 1 28
Anoka 870 881 3 660 658 2 1 14 674
Becker 79 82 1 62 61 1 1 5 67
Beltrami 132 133 0 102 102 0 0 0 102
Benton 67 67 0 50 50 0 0 0 50
Big Stone 12 12 0 9 9 0 0 0 9
Blue Earth 172 173 0 128 128 0 0 4 132
Brown 51 51 0 41 41 0 0 0 41
Carlton 79 79 1 62 62 0 0 3 65
Carver 319 321 0 251 249 2 1 4 255
Cass 91 91 0 70 70 0 0 1 71
Chippewa 34 34 0 30 30 0 0 2 32
Chisago 149 158 0 126 123 3 1 4 130
Clay 148 148 0 104 104 0 0 0 104
Clearwater 14 14 0 12 12 0 0 0 12
Cook 45 45 0 37 37 0 0 0 37
Cottonwood 36 36 0 25 25 0 0 0 25
Crow Wing 178 185 1 148 147 1 1 5 153
Dakota 1558 1563 0 1244 1243 1 0 20 1264
Dodge 45 45 0 37 37 0 0 0 37
Douglas 85 93 0 73 73 0 0 0 73
Faribault 37 37 0 31 31 0 0 0 31
Fillmore 45 45 0 28 28 0 0 0 28
Freeborn 62 62 0 48 48 0 0 0 48
Goodhue 149 153 0 120 116 4 2 0 120
Grant 11 11 0 10 10 0 0 0 10
Hennepin 6411 6615 8 5553 5255 298 99 128 5681
Houston 53 54 0 41 40 1 1 1 42
Hubbard 76 76 0 64 64 0 0 0 64
Isanti 74 75 0 53 53 0 0 0 53
Itasca 105 107 0 83 83 0 0 0 83
Jackson 27 30 0 25 25 0 0 0 25
Kanabec 35 35 0 21 21 0 0 0 21
Kandiyohi 113 117 0 96 92 4 0 2 98
Kittson 11 11 0 8 8 0 0 0 8
Koochiching 70 70 0 62 62 0 0 0 62
Lac Qui Parle 12 12 0 11 11 0 0 0 11
Lake 30 30 0 28 28 0 0 0 28
Lake Of The Woods 17 17 0 12 12 0 0 0 12
Le Sueur 61 61 0 46 46 0 0 0 46
Lincoln 16 16 0 13 13 0 0 0 13




November 3, 2020 Military and Overseas Absentee Ballot Summary By County
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Lyon 59 59 0 51 51 0 0 1 52
McLeod 86 86 0 63 63 0 0 0 63
Mahnomen 5 5 0 5 5 0 0 0 5
Marshall 15 15 0 12 11 1 1 1 13
Martin 49 52 0 38 38 0 0 0 38
Meeker 49 49 0 41 41 0 0 0 41
Mille Lacs 50 50 0 34 34 0 0 0 34
Morrison 84 84 0 70 70 0 0 0 70
Mower 82 83 0 69 69 0 0 1 70
Murray 10 10 0 7 7 0 0 0 7
Nicollet 85 85 0 62 61 1 1 0 62
Nobles 34 34 0 28 28 0 0 0 28
Norman 8 8 0 5 5 0 0 0 5
Olmsted 578 583 0 475 472 3 2 12 487
Otter Tail 178 178 0 157 157 0 0 0 157
Pennington 16 16 0 15 15 0 0 0 15
Pine 59 59 1 43 43 0 0 0 43
Pipestone 18 18 0 16 16 0 0 0 16
Polk 64 64 2 53 53 0 0 0 53
Pope 21 21 0 17 17 0 0 0 17
Ramsey 2480 2542 8 2167 2126 41 5 44 2211
Red Lake 7 7 0 6 6 0 0 0 6
Redwood 32 33 0 27 27 0 0 0 27
Renville 29 31 0 25 25 0 0 1 26
Rice 249 250 1 208 207 1 1 4 212
Rock 14 14 0 10 10 0 0 0 10
Roseau 37 37 0 33 33 0 0 0 33
St. Louis 696 720 0 597 572 25 12 2 599
Scott 317 319 0 245 244 1 0 2 247
Sherburne 238 248 0 200 187 13 8 4 204
Sibley 33 35 0 28 28 0 0 0 28
Stearns 363 364 0 303 302 1 1 6 309
Steele 80 80 0 60 60 0 0 0 60
Stevens 10 10 0 8 8 0 0 0 8
Swift 13 13 0 12 12 0 0 0 12
Todd 44 44 0 33 33 0 0 2 35
Traverse 6 6 0 6 6 0 0 0 6
Wabasha 60 60 0 48 48 0 0 1 49
Wadena 15 15 1 8 8 0 0 0 8
Waseca 57 57 0 48 48 0 0 0 48
Washington 961 965 0 799 796 3 1 11 810
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November 3, 2020 Regular Absentee Initial Ballots Rejected Reason By County
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November 3, 2020 Regular Absentee Initial Ballots Rejected Reason By County
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November 3, 2020 Military and Overseas Absentee Initial Ballots Rejected Reason By County
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November 3, 2020 Regular Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason By County
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November 3, 2020 Regular Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason By County

[ I0[[eg SUMIWGnS
13y paia

22

pa1oA Apeauy

27

Jooud Jien
10N PIQ SSAUIM

10

213

dwejs
10 ‘9311 ‘ssalppy
SS9UlIM ON

182

aimeusis
SSaUNM ON

22

13

14

16

22

10

36

29

jusnyag
ddy Say 1910/

93

pausis
10N ddy Say 4310/

9jesedas pauinyay
ddy Say 4910/

papnpuj
JoN ddy Say 4910/

14

16

116

14

282

27

yaen
JON 24njeusis
pue siaquinN

14

15

136

390

18

aJnjeusis 1910\ ON

17

69
12

104

29

ysen
10N SS3IppPY 1910)\

15

37

ynen
JON Swep 13107\

28

paidalay
Aj@rewnn siv10/

11
12

43

44
70

20
21

33

26

28

382
14
11
44

26
13

1422

11
17

122

12

County

Kittson

Koochiching

Lac Qui Parle
Lake

Lake Of The Woods |1

Le Sueur
Lincoln
Lyon

MclLeod

Mahnomen
Marshall
Martin

Meeker

Mille Lacs

Morrison
Mower

Murray

Nicollet
Nobles

Norman
Olmsted
Otter Tail

Pennington

Pine

Pipestone

Polk

Pope

Ramsey

Red Lake

Redwood
Renville
Rice

Rock

Roseau

17



November 3, 2020 Regular Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason By County
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November 3, 2020 Military and Overseas Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason By County
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November 3, 2020 Military and Overseas Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason By County
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November 3, 2020 Military and Overseas Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason By County
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