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COST OF REPORT PREPARATION 
 
Estimated costs to prepare the report are provided in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 3.197.  
The total cost for the Office of the Secretary of State to prepare this report was approximately $750.  These 
costs are exclusively staff time needed to prepare the written report. 
 

Background 
 
In 2017, the legislature authorized $7 Million in grant funding available to counties, cities, towns, and 
school districts to assist with the purchase of voting equipment.  The legislature authorized use of these 
funds to offset up to 50% of the cost of optical scan precinct counters, optical scan central counters, or 
assisted voting devices; up to 75% of the cost of electronic rosters.  See Minn. Laws. 2017, 1st Spec. Sess., 
Chap. 4, Art. 3 §17.  This report summarizes the grant awards made to local jurisdictions in accordance with 
the enabling legislation, “including the jurisdiction, the amount of the grant, and the type of equipment 
purchased.” Id. 
 

Overview of election Equipment Grant Account Awards 
 
The Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State made grant applications available starting on September 6, 
2017.  Applications were due to the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State by 4 p.m. on December 15, 
2017.  At the close of the grant application period, the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State received 
grant applications from 85 counties and 17 municipalities, for a total request of over $13.3 million in grant 
matching funds. Of these jurisdictions, 97 requested $8,199,605.78 in matching funds for electronic rosters 
and 59 requested $5,097,051.17 in matching funds for optical scan precinct counters optical scan central 
counters, or assisted voting devices.   
 

2019 Report of VEGA-1 Grant Expenditures 
 

Accompanying this summary is an Excel spreadsheet with the details of the VEGA Grant Expenditures 
during 2019.  There were several counties and municipalities that requested extensions and/or 
reallocations.  The Secretary of State’s office agreed to grant extensions and reallocations to those counties 
that requested them.  The reallocations did not change the total amounts awarded to any of the counties 
but it allowed them to shift the amounts of the award between optical scan equipment and electronic 
roster equipment.  The 12 counties that received reallocations are indicated on the attached spreadsheet 
and show what their new reallocated awards are.  The result of the extensions is that the new deadline for 
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If there are questions on the materials submitted in this report or the status of a jurisdiction’s grant 
award or contract, contact Samm Bonawitz at 651-201-1334 or samm.bonawitz@state.mn.us 

 

encumbering the amount was changed to December 31, 2019, the deadline for the expenditure was 
February 28, 2020, the deadline for the final report is now March 13, 2020, and all unused VEGA-1 Grant 
funds must be returned by March 31, 2020. 
 
Originally $7,000,000.00 was awarded for both optical scan election equipment and electronic roster 
equipment.  At the beginning of 2019 there was $1,974,202.06 remaining in the optical scan equipment 
awards and there was $776,691.18 remaining in the electronic roster equipment awards.  Between January 
of 2019 and December 31, 2019 $1,000,354.54 of the VEGA-1 Grant funds were reported to have been 
spent on optical scan voting equipment and $542,266.26 of the VEGA-1 grant funds were reported to have 
been spent on electronic roster equipment.  After those expenditures and after the reallocations of the 
awards are taken into account the VEGA-1 grant balances reported to be remaining after December 31, 
2019 are $971,740.98 for optical scan voting equipment and $282,816.42 for electronic roster equipment.  
This leaves a total of $1,254,557.40 remaining.  After adjusting for declined contracts, unsigned contracts, 
and unused funds that have been returned there is a balance of $1,172,763.20. 
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Aitkin 100,332.76$                  $            34,670.26  $            10,461.91  $            24,208.35  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            10,461.91  $                           -    $                           -    $            24,208.35  $            34,670.26 

Anoka 237,825.81$                  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Becker 71,750.00$                     $            38,180.00  $            38,180.00  $                           -   ES&S 15-DS200s  $            76,425.00  $            38,180.00  $            38,180.00  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Beltrami 117,054.89$                  $            21,234.89  $            21,147.63  $                    87.26  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            21,147.63  $                           -    $                           -    $                    87.26  $            21,234.89 

Benton 50,166.38$                     $            50,166.38  $            33,737.18  $            16,429.20 ES&S 28 - DS200s  $          142,870.00  $            33,737.18  $            33,737.18  $                           -   Know Ink 30 Poll Pads  $            38,400.00  $            16,429.20  $                           -    $                           -   

Big Stone 42,734.32$                     $            38,894.32  $            38,869.70  $                    24.62 x  $            31,140.00  $              7,754.32 Hart

7 - Verity Scans, 5 

Verity 

Touchwriters with 

access  $            62,280.00  $            31,140.00  $            31,140.00  $                           -   Know Ink 4 poll pads  $              5,120.00  $              3,840.00  $              3,914.32  $              3,914.32 

Blue Earth 100,332.76$                  $              2,692.76  $              2,692.76  $                           -   ES&S 4 - DS200s  $            20,380.00  $              2,692.76  $              2,692.76  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Brown 59,456.45$                     $              4,252.50  $              4,252.50  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $              4,252.50  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $              4,252.50 

Carlton 70,604.54$                     $            64,609.54  $            64,609.54  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            64,609.54  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            64,609.54 

Carver 63,172.48$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Cass 135,635.03$                  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Chippewa 46,450.35$                     $                  192.76  $                  192.76  $                           -    $                           -    $                  192.76  $                           -    $                  192.76 

Chisago 42,734.32$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Clay 107,764.82$                  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Clearwater 53,882.41$                     $            53,882.41  $            53,882.41  $                           -   ES&S 16 - DS200s  $            83,380.00  $            41,690.00  $            41,690.00  $            12,192.41  $                           -    $            12,192.41 

Cook 19,527.50$                     $              5,552.50  $              5,552.50  $                           -    $                           -    $              5,552.50  $                           -    $              5,552.50 

Cottonwood 44,000.00$                     $            16,292.50  $            16,292.50  $                           -    $                           -    $            16,292.50  $                           -    $            16,292.50 

Crow Wing 118,912.91$                  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Dakota 260,121.98$                  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Dodge 40,876.31$                     $            40,876.31  $            36,164.39  $              4,711.92  $                           -    $            36,164.39  $              4,711.92  $            40,876.31 

Douglas 68,746.52$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Faribault 61,314.46$                     $            12,464.46  $              1,852.34  $            10,612.12  $                           -    $              1,852.34 Know Ink 9 - Poll Pads  $            16,155.00  $            10,612.12  $                           -    $              1,852.34 

Fillmore 68,746.52$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Freeborn 74,320.57$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Goodhue 74,320.57$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Grant 16,665.00$                     $            16,665.00  $            11,910.00  $              4,755.00 ES&S 3 - DS200s  $            15,495.00  $              7,747.50  $              7,747.50  $              4,162.50  $              4,755.00  $              8,917.50 

Hennepin 784,081.98$                  $          784,081.98  $          518,813.44  $          265,268.54 x  $          708,999.48  $            75,082.50 ES&S

18 - DS200s, 1 - 

DS850,  $          220,980.50  $          110,490.25  $          110,490.25  $          598,509.23 Know Ink 94 - Poll Pads  $          100,110.00  $            75,082.50  $                           -    $          598,509.23 

Houston 50,166.38$                     $            13,676.38  $              3,613.72  $            10,062.66  $                           -    $              3,613.72  $            10,062.66  $            13,676.38 

Hubbard 70,604.54$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Isanti 35,302.26$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Itasca 126,834.75$                  $          116,025.00  $          116,025.00  $                           -   ES&S 30 - DS200s  $          165,335.00  $            82,667.50 Democrcy Live 7 - Omni Ballots  $            31,605.00  $            15,802.00  $            98,469.50  $            17,555.50  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            17,555.50 

Jackson 52,024.40$                     $            42,018.19  $            42,018.19  $                           -   x  $            38,178.19  $              3,840.00 Democracy Live 17 - Omni Ballots  $            74,836.15  $            37,418.07  $            37,418.07  $                  760.12 Know Ink 4 - Poll Pads  $              5,120.00  $              3,840.00  $                           -    $                  760.12 

Kanabec 37,160.28$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Kandiyohi 77,935.00$                     $            39,247.50  $            39,247.50  $                           -   ES&S 15 - DS200s  $            77,625.00  $            38,812.50  $            38,812.50  $                  435.00  $                           -    $                  435.00 

Kittson 32,500.00$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Koochiching  $                   32,812.00  $            16,465.00  $                           -    $            16,465.00  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            16,465.00  $            16,465.00 

Lac qui Parle 53,882.41$                     $            53,882.41  $            51,151.13  $              2,731.28 ES&S

5 - DS200s;1 - 

DS450  $            97,470.50  $            48,735.37 Democracy Live 5 - Omni Ballots  $            25,830.00  $              5,147.04  $            53,882.41  $             (2,731.28)  $              2,731.28  $                     (0.00)

Lake 35,302.26$                     $            32,672.26  $            23,395.66  $              9,276.60 x  $            35,302.26  $                           -   ES&S 14 - DS200s  $            73,850.00  $            35,302.26  $            35,302.26  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Lake of the Woods  $                   24,850.00  $              7,787.50  $              7,787.50  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $              7,787.50  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $              7,787.50 

LeSueur 50,166.38$                     $              8,728.88  $              8,728.88  $                           -   Democracy Live 5 - Omni Ballots  $            19,225.00  $              8,728.88  $              8,728.88  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Lincoln 37,160.28$                     $            25,950.28  $            25,950.28  $                           -   x  $            24,680.28  $              1,270.01 ES&S 8 - DS200s  $            40,320.00  $            20,160.00 Democracy Live 3 - Omni Ballots  $              9,040.55  $              4,520.28  $            24,680.28  $                     (0.00) Know Ink 2 - Poll Pads  $              1,693.34  $              1,270.01  $                           -    $                     (0.00)

Lyon 61,314.46$                     $              3,000.00  $              3,000.00  $                           -   Democracy Live 2 - Omni Ballots  $              8,600.00  $              3,000.00  $              3,000.00  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

McLeod 52,024.40$                     $            28,713.58  $            28,713.58  $                           -   ES&S 22 - DS200s  $          118,250.00  $            28,713.58  $            28,713.58  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Mahnomen 35,302.26$                     $            35,302.26  $            24,204.24  $            11,098.02 Dominion 5 - ICEs  $            39,352.00  $            19,676.00 Dominion 5 - ICEs  $            19,676.00  $              4,528.24 Know Ink 7 - Poll Pads  $              9,130.00  $              6,847.50  $              4,250.52  $              8,778.76 

Martin 68,746.52$                     $              3,276.52  $              1,250.00  $              2,026.52  $                           -    $                           -    $              1,250.00  $                           -    $              2,026.52  $              3,276.52 

Meeker 55,740.42$                     $            36,259.51  $            36,259.51  $                           -   x  $            31,560.00  $              7,329.51 ES&S DS200s  $            57,860.00  $            28,930.00  $            28,930.00  $              2,630.00  $              7,329.51  $              9,959.51 

Mille Lacs 30,720.00$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Morrison 89,184.68$                     $            89,184.68  $            55,161.55  $            34,023.13 ES&S 30 - DS200s  $          153,060.00  $            55,161.55  $            55,161.55  $                           -   Know Ink 75 - Poll Pads  $            97,255.00  $            34,023.13  $                           -    $                           -   

Mower 74,320.57$                     $            25,940.57  $            24,618.80  $              1,321.77 x  $                           -    $            25,940.57  $                           -    $                           -   Know Ink 27 - Poll Pads  $            34,560.00  $            25,920.00  $                    20.57  $                    20.57 

Murray  $                   44,962.50  $              2,840.00  $              2,840.00  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $              2,840.00  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $              2,840.00 

Nicollet 52,024.40$                     $              3,569.40  $              3,569.40  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $              3,569.40  $                           -    $                           -    $              3,569.40 

Nobles 66,375.00$                     $            17,415.00  $                           -    $            17,415.00 ES&S 7 - DS200s  $            35,665.00  $            17,415.00  $            17,415.00  $          (17,415.00)  $            17,415.00  $                           -   

Norman 30,000.00$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Olmsted 156,073.19$                  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Otter Tail 169,079.28$                  $            24,991.63  $                           -    $            24,991.63  $                           -    $                           -   Know Ink 26 - Poll Pads  $            33,280.00  $            24,960.00  $                    31.63  $                    31.63 

Pennington 57,598.43$                     $            57,598.43  $            57,598.43  $                           -   ES&S 20 - DS200s  $            99,810.00  $            49,905.00  $            49,905.00  $              7,693.43  $                           -    $              7,693.43 

Pipestone 40,876.31$                     $            22,466.31  $            19,854.61  $              2,611.70  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            19,854.61  $                           -    $                           -    $              2,611.70  $            22,466.31 

Polk 152,357.16$                  $            10,961.71  $            10,961.71  $                           -   x  $                           -    $            10,961.71  $                           -    $                           -   Know Ink 10 Poll Pads  $            14,615.62  $            10,961.71  $                           -    $                           -   

Pope 57,598.43$                     $                  398.43  $                  398.43  $                           -    $                           -    $                  398.43  $                           -    $                  398.43 

Ramsey 319,578.43$                  $          273,482.43  $                      0.24  $          273,482.19  $                           -    $                      0.24 Know Ink 340 Poll Pads  $          418,450.00  $          273,482.19  $                           -    $                      0.24 

Red Lake 33,500.00$                     $            19,929.63  $            19,929.63  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            19,929.63  $                           -    $                           -    $            19,929.63 

Redwood 79,894.60$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Renville 70,604.54$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Rice 57,598.43$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Rock  $                   39,157.50  $            23,377.50  $            18,622.50  $              4,755.00  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            18,622.50  $                           -    $              4,755.00  $            23,377.50 

Roseau 81,752.62$                     $            48,177.62  $            48,177.62  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            48,177.62  $                           -    $                           -    $            48,177.62 

St. Louis 31,000.00$                     $              2,290.00  $              2,290.00  $                           -   ES&S 1 - DS200  $              5,095.00  $              2,290.00  $              2,290.00  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Babbitt 1,858.01$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Buhl 1,858.01$                       $              1,858.01  $              1,858.01  $                           -    $                           -    $              1,858.01  $                           -    $              1,858.01 

St Louis - Canosia Twp 1,858.01$                       $              1,858.01  $              1,858.01  $                           -   ES&S 1 - DS200  $              5,260.00  $              1,858.01  $              1,858.01  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Chisholm 1,858.01$                       $              1,858.01  $              1,858.01  $                           -   ES&S 1 - DS200  $              5,260.00  $              1,858.01  $                           -    $                           -    $              1,858.01  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Ely 1,858.01$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Fayal Twp 1,858.01$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Fredenberg Twp 1,858.01$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

VEGA - 1 Expenditure Summary Through December 31, 2019

Optical Scan Equipment Electronic Roster Equipment
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VEGA - 1 Expenditure Summary Through December 31, 2019
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St Louis - Gilbert 1,858.01$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Greenwood Twp 1,858.01$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Hermantown 5,574.04$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Hibbing 20,438.15$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Hoyt Lakes 1,858.01$                       $              1,858.01  $              1,858.01  $                           -   ES&S 1 - DS200  $              5,715.00  $              1,858.01  $              1,858.01  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Industrial Twp 1,858.01$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Solway Twp 1,858.01$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Virginia 9,290.07$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - White Twp 5,574.04$                       $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

St Louis - Wuori Twp 1,858.01$                       $              1,858.01  $              1,858.01  $                           -    $                           -    $              1,858.01  $                           -    $              1,858.01 

Scott 87,326.66$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Sherburne 65,030.49$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Sibley 46,450.35$                     $            43,902.85  $            43,902.85  $                           -   ES&S 16 - DS200  $            81,520.00  $            40,760.00  $            40,760.00  $              3,142.85  $                           -    $              3,142.85 

Stearns 183,943.40$                  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Steele 48,308.37$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Stevens 43,773.50$                     $            17,343.50  $            16,947.50  $                  396.00 ES&S 3 - DS200s  $            15,780.00  $              7,890.00  $              7,890.00  $              9,057.50  $                  396.00  $              9,453.50 

Swift 55,740.42$                     $            42,300.42  $            38,401.68  $              3,898.74 x  $            35,580.42  $              6,720.00 ES&S 9 - DS200s  $            49,860.00  $            24,930.00 Democracy Live 6 - Omni Ballots  $            23,070.00  $            10,650.42  $            35,580.42  $                     (0.00) Know Ink 7 - Poll Pads  $              8,960.00  $              6,720.00  $                           -    $                     (0.00)

Todd 74,320.57$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Traverse 37,160.28$                     $            37,160.28  $            23,621.35  $            13,538.93 ES&S 8 - DS200s  $            48,428.33  $            23,621.35  $            23,621.35  $                           -    $            13,538.93  $            13,538.93 

Wabasha 61,314.46$                     $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Wadena 46,450.35$                     $              5,299.03  $              5,299.03  $                           -   x  $                           -    $              5,299.03  $                           -    $                           -   Know Ink 6 - Poll Pads  $              7,680.00  $              5,299.03  $                           -    $                           -   

Waseca  $                   40,876.31  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Washington 163,505.25$                  $          163,505.25  $          141,005.25  $            22,500.00 x  $                           -    $          163,505.25  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $          163,505.25  $          163,505.25 

Watonwan 39,018.29$                     $              7,184.71  $              7,184.71  $                           -   x  $              5,230.79  $              1,953.92  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $              5,230.79 Know Ink 9 - Poll Pads  $            12,800.00  $              1,953.92  $                           -    $              5,230.79 

Wilkin 59,456.45$                     $            35,703.95  $            35,703.95  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $            35,703.95  $                           -    $                           -    $            35,703.95 

Winona 91,042.69$                     $            61,560.95  $            61,560.95  $                           -   ES&S 35 - DS200s  $          178,325.00  $            61,560.95  $            61,560.95  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -   

Wright 79,894.60$                     $            38,869.65  $            38,869.65  $            41,024.95 ES&S 61 - DS200s  $          316,110.00  $            38,869.65  $            38,869.65  $                           -   Know Ink 115 - Poll Pads  $          147,200.00  $            41,024.95  $                           -    $                           -   

Yellow Medicine 55,740.42$                     $            18,435.42  $            18,435.42  $                           -   ES&S 5 - DS200s  $            26,300.00  $            13,150.00 Democracy Live 3 - Omni Ballots  $            20,151.00  $              5,285.42  $            18,435.42  $                     (0.00)  $                           -    $                           -    $                           -    $                     (0.00)

Totals 7,000,000.00$               $       2,750,893.24  $       1,974,202.06  $          817,716.13  $       2,318,061.33  $          909,802.43  $          212,357.70  $            90,552.11  $       1,000,354.54  $          971,740.98  $          950,528.96  $          542,266.26  $          282,816.42  $       1,254,557.40 
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