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* Due to the issues with MLARS, Screening Board has agreed to use the previouse years numbers in the 2019 distribution.
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2019 Town Bridge Distribution
January 2019 

The Town Bridge Distribution will be handled in the following manner this
year:

30% of the town bridge account is put into an unallocated account which
can be used by any county who does not have enough of their own town
bridge money to build a town bridge.  (The % and individual bridge
eligibility will be determined at the discretion of the State Aid Engineer
based on previous year’s activities.)

Any county with a balance of $700,000 or more will receive NO town
bridge allotment in the 2019 distribution.  Also, any county whose balance
equals more than their number of deficient bridges times the statewide
average township bridge cost from the previous year ($287,000 in 2018)
will receive NO town bridge allotment in the 2019 distribution.

The remaining 70% of the Town Bridge account is distributed to the
remaining counties (those not eliminated in #2 above) proportionately
based on the estimated needs of their deficient township bridges. 

For more information see Minnesota Statute 161.082.
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Mill Levy Deduction
January 2019 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 162.07, Subdivision 3 and 4 requires that a two-mill levy on each rural 
county, and a one and two-tenths mill levy on each urban county be computed and subtracted from 
such county's total estimated construction cost.

The 1971 Legislature amended Laws pertaining to taxation and assessment of property valuations.  
Previously, the term "full and true" (1/3 of market value) was interpreted to mean Taxable Value.  The 
1971 Legislature deleted the term "full and true" and inserted "market" value where applicable.  Also, all 
adjustments made to market value to arrive at the full and true value were negated.  The result of this 
change in legislation was an increase in Taxable Value by approximately 300%.

To obviate any conflict, the 1971 Legislature enacted the following:

Chapter 273.1102 RATE OF TAXATION, TERMINOLOGY OF LAWS OF  
CHARTERS.  The rate of taxation by any political subdivision or of the public 
corporation for any purpose for which any law or charter now provides a 
maximum tax rate expressed in mills times the assessed value times the full and 
true value of taxable property (except any value determined by the state 
equalization aid review committee) shall not exceed 33 1/3 percent of such
maximum tax rate until and unless such law or charter is amended to provide a 
different maximum tax rate.  (1971 C 427 S 24)

We have therefore, reduced the mill rate by the required 33 1/3% to equal a 0.6667 mill levy for rural 
counties and a 0.4000 mill levy of urban counties.

THE 1985 LEGISLATURE REVISED THE DEFINITION OF URBAN COUNTIES FROM
THOSE HAVING A POPULATION OF 200,000 OR MORE TO THOSE HAVING A
POPULATION OF 175,000 OR MORE.  THIS LEGISLATION GIVES URBAN COUNTY
STATUS TO ANOKA AND DAKOTA COUNTIES IN ADDITION TO HENNEPIN, RAMSEY AND ST. 
LOUIS WHICH WERE CONSIDERED URBAN COUNTIES PRIOR TO 1985.

Action at the 1989 Legislative session resulted in the elimination of references to "Mill Rates".  In order 
to continue the Mill Levy Deduction procedure the Legislature enacted the following:

Chapter 277, Article 4 MILL RATE Conversions, Section 12 & 13 converts Mill Rate 
Levy limits based on the old assessed value system to an equivalent percentage 
of taxable market value  limit in order to conform with the new tax capacity 
system. 
(Rural counties - 0.01596%, Urban counties - 0.00967%)

The following listed figures comply with the above requirements of computation.

The enactment of the “Homestead Exclusion” (MS 273.13, subd. 35) by the 2011 Legislature will be 
effective for the CSAH distribution in 2013. The effect will be to reduce the taxable market values 
provided to you be the Dept. of Revenue to compute the mill levy deduction and thus the mill levy 
deduction itself from what they would have otherwise been before the enactment of the homestead 
exclusion.   The reduction will be relatively greater in those largely rural counties with lower home 
values than it will be for the urbanized counties with higher home values.    
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2019 CSAH Distribution Earnings 
January 2019 

Each county receives $481,139 in equalization

Each motor vehicle registered earns $16.80

Each lane mile of CSAH earns $1,991

$1,000 in adjusted money needs earns about $17.78
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Needs Calculation System
Summary Document

October 2015

In 2007 a Needs Task Force comprised of County Engineers from each MnDOT district 
as well as State Aid staff was created in order to, amongst other things, develop and 
recommend a new, revised Needs Calculation System to replace the original Needs 
Calculation System that was originally developed in 1958 and subsequently reviewed and 
modified by the Screening Board on a semi-annual basis.  The goals of the new, revised 
Needs Calculation System are: 

o Easier to understand and explain 
o More transparent 
o Simplification of Needs formula, 
o Better reflection of actual needs based on infrastructure life cycle 
o Flexibility for future changes 

The following description of the Needs Calculation System is the product of several years 
of research and development performed by the Minnesota Department of Transportation 
State Aid Office as well as the Minnesota County Engineers Association Needs Task 
Force and is recommended for adoption by the County State Aid Screening Board.  In 
addition to the Needs Calculation System summary, the Needs Task Force has 
developed and recommends a complete list of Screening Board resolutions as attached 
to the summary document.  It is expected that the Screening Board will continue to review 
and modify the adopted Needs Calculation System as authorized by Minnesota Statute 
162.07.

NEEDS CALCULATION SYSTEM DESCRIPTION:

The existing horizontal lengths of all existing County State Aid Highways shall be 
determined and sorted into one of the following 8 categories: 

o Category 1 – Rural ADT 0-149 (unpaved)
o Category 2 – Rural ADT 150-1499 (plus existing paved highways <150 ADT)
o Category 3 – Rural ADT 1500-6999
o Category 4 – Rural ADT 7000+
o Category 5 – Urban  ADT 0-9999
o Category 6 – Urban ADT 10,000-19,999
o Category 7 – Urban ADT 20,000-34,999
o Category 8 – Urban ADT 35,000+

Each existing mile of the CSAH system within each county shall be sorted into one of 
these 8 categories based on projected traffic volumes.  Segment termini shall be
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established at major intersections and municipal boundaries (rural/urban design 
segments).  The predominant traffic volume across a segment shall control the category 
for the entire segment length.  The ‘needs’ within each category shall be calculated 
separately for each needs calculation system component.
The Needs Calculation System utilizes 8 component areas to calculate the total ‘money 
needs’ for each mile of County State Aid Highway. 

MN Statute 162.07, Subd. 2.Money needs defined.
For the purpose of this section, money needs of each county are defined as the 
estimated total annual costs of constructing, over a period of 25 years, the county 
state-aid highway system in that county. Costs incidental to construction, or a 
specified portion thereof as set forth in the commissioner's rules may be included 
in determining money needs. To avoid variances in costs due to differences in 
construction policy, construction costs shall be estimated on the basis of the 
engineering standards developed cooperatively by the commissioner and the 
county engineers of the several counties.

1) Construction Component: The construction component needs reflect the current 
costs to reconstruct each county’s county state aid highway system over a 25-year 
period, utilizing a 60-year life cycle for each roadway.

o The first step in calculating the construction component needs is to generate a project pool 
of eligible projects within each category of roadway, except Category 1.  The project pool 
for each category shall consist of all those projects constructed on the county state aid 
highway system under MN Rule 8820.9920, 8820.9936, and 8820.9981 over a rolling 5-
year period of time.  Project costs are added to the pool in the reporting year when the final 
phase (for multiple phase projects) of construction has been awarded. A list of ineligible 
project costs is included as an appendix to this summary. Eligible project costs are included 
in the project pool, regardless of funding source. A project development cost factor of 10% 
of construction costs for rural projects and 15% of construction costs for urban projects is 
added to each project’s construction costs. 

o The second step is to compute a construction unit cost for each category of roadway within 
a county.  The construction unit cost is the average cost per mile within the county’s 5-year 
project pool and is calculated separately for each category of roadway.  

o In order to calculate the construction unit cost, a minimum sample size shall be used.  In
Category 2, the minimum sample size shall be 15 miles of new construction. In Category 
3, the minimum sample size shall be 10 miles.  A minimum sample size of 5 miles shall be 
used for Categories 4-8.  If a county does not have a sufficient number of miles constructed 
within a category of roadway, the program shall utilize surrounding county’s projects, 
district county’s projects, and statewide projects until the minimum number of project miles 
has been met.  

o The construction unit costs for Category 1 shall be 50% of the Category 2 construction unit 
cost.

o The third step is to multiply the county’s construction unit cost for each category of road by 
the total miles of roadway within that category.  Then the total construction costs are divided 
by 60 years in order to compute the annual construction needs for each category.  Next 
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the annual construction needs within each category are multiplied by 25 in order to get the 
25-year construction needs for each category.

o The final step is to add the 25-year construction needs from each traffic category.  The 
result is the county’s total needs for the construction component of the Needs Calculation 
System.

2)  Right-of-Way Component: The right-of-way component needs reflect the current 
costs to acquire necessary right-of-way to reconstruct each county’s county state aid 
highway system over a 25-year period, utilizing a 60-year life cycle for each roadway.

o The right-of-way component utilizes the same project pool as the construction component 
as outlined above.  It also utilizes the same formula to calculate the unit right-of-way costs 
and the total right-of-way needs.

o Eligible costs for the right-of-way needs are direct payments to landowners and utilities 
(including those awarded by court action) regardless of funding source. It does not include 
costs incurred by the county for professional services or staff time for right-of-way 
acquisition.  These are accounted for in the project development costs added into the 
construction component needs.   

3)  Preservation Component: The preservation component needs reflect the current 
costs to preserve each county’s county state aid highway system over a 25-year 
period, based on an assumed and uniform formula for each category of roadway 
across the state.

o The first step in calculating the preservation component needs is to compute a gravel and 
bituminous unit price for each county.  

o The gravel unit price is established by a statewide average price for gravel surfacing over 
a 5-year period on statewide state aid construction projects.

(statewide total gravel surfacing cost/statewide gravel surfacing quantity)

o The bituminous unit price is established for each county based on the average unit price 
for bituminous on state aid projects within that county for the past 5 years. The minimum 
sample size for establishing a county’s bituminous unit cost is 50,000 tons.  If a county has 
not paved a sufficient volume of bituminous over the 5-year period, the average unit price 
of surrounding county’s shall be used to obtain the minimum sample size of 50,000 tons. 

o Once a unit price is established for each county, the annual preservation needs per mile 
are computed for each category of roadway by a uniform formula across the state.  

Category         Preservation Quantity     Preservation Life Cycle
1  546 tons   gravel  2 years
2  2112 tons bituminous  20 years
3  2376 tons bituminous  20 years
4  3564 tons bituminous  20 years
5  2904 tons bituminous  15 years
6  3696 tons bituminous  15 years
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7  4488 tons bituminous  15 years
8  6072 tons bituminous  15 years

o The annual county preservation needs for each category are computed by multiplying the 
established unit price by the preservation quantity, dividing by the preservation life cycle, 
and multiplying the result by the total miles within the category.  Next the annual 
preservation need are multiplied by 25 to obtain the 25-year preservation needs.  The total 
preservation component needs are the summation of the preservation needs in each 
category of roadway.

4)  Structures Component: Utilizing an 85-year life cycle for bridges and a 100-year life 
cycle for large culverts, the structure component needs reflect the current costs to 
replace each county’s bridges on the county state aid highway system over a 25-year 
period. 

o The first step in calculating the structure component needs is to establish a statewide unit 
cost for replacing bridges across the state.  The unit cost is per square foot of deck area 
for bridges and per cubic foot of culvert volume for large culverts.  The unit cost is 
recommended by the General Sub-Committee and established by the Screening Board on 
an annual basis.

o For each county the total structure needs are calculated by multiplying the unit prices for 
bridges and culverts by the total existing bridge deck area and culvert volume, respectfully.  
A project development cost factor of 15% is then added.  The results are divided by the 
established life cycles of 85 years for bridges and 100 years for culverts and subsequently 
multiplied by 25 to establish the total 25-year structure needs.

5)  Railroad Crossing Component: The railroad crossing component needs reflect the 
current costs to replace railroad crossing surfaces, signals, and gates on the county 
state aid highway system over a 25-year period.

o The first step in calculating the railroad crossing component needs is to establish a 
statewide unit cost for replacing railroad crossings across the state.  The unit cost is per 
crossing, regardless of the number of tracks or whether or not the crossing is protected by 
signals and gates.  The unit cost is recommended by the General Sub-Committee and 
established by the Screening Board on an annual basis.

o For each county the total railroad crossing needs are calculated by multiplying the 
established unit price by each crossing on a county’s state aid highway system.  The results 
are divided by the established life cycle of 25 years to obtain the annual railroad crossing 
needs for each county.  Subsequently, the total is multiplied by 25 to establish the total 25-
year railroad crossing needs.

6)  Traffic Signal Component: The traffic signal component needs reflect the current 
costs to replace each county’s traffic signals on the county state aid highway system 
over a 25-year period.
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o The first step in calculating the traffic signal component needs is to establish a statewide 
unit cost for replacing traffic signals across the state.  The unit cost is per signalized leg.  
The unit cost is recommended by the General Sub-Committee and established by the 
Screening Board on an annual basis.

o For each county the total traffic signal needs are calculated by multiplying the unit prices 
for traffic signal legs by the total number of signaled legs on the county’s state aid highway 
system.  The results are divided by the established life cycle of 40 years and subsequently 
multiplied by 25 to establish the total 25-year traffic signal component needs.

7) Additional Interchange Component: The additional interchange needs reflect a 
county’s cost to construct or participate in the construction of an interchange that has 
a direct relationship to the county state aid highway system.

o When a county constructs an interchange on the County State Aid Highway System or 
participates in the cost of an interchange due to the connection with a county state aid 
highway, the county’s costs are eligible for additional needs.

o The additional needs component is calculated by establishing the county’s eligible costs 
(regardless of funding source) associated with an eligible project and dividing them by 60 
to annualize the county’s additional needs based on a 60-year life cycle.  These annual 
needs are then multiplied by 25 to establish the 25-year additional needs.  In order not to 
‘double up’ on needs, the computed 25-year construction needs (if any) for the same 
segment length are subtracted from the computed additional needs.  If the result is less 
than 0, there are no additional needs for that segment location.

o The additional needs computed under this component are added to the total county needs 
for a total of 60 years from the date of the eligible project or until the interchange is 
reconstructed, whichever is first. 

8) Additional TH Bridge/RR Bridge/Municipal Bridge Component: The additional 
bridge component needs reflect a county’s cost to construct or participate in the 
construction of a bridge that is not on the county state aid highway system, but has a 
direct relationship to the county state aid highway system.

o When a county participates in the cost of an off system bridge due to the connection with 
a county state aid highway, the county’s costs are eligible for additional needs.

o The additional needs component is calculated by establishing the county’s eligible costs 
(regardless of funding source) associated with an eligible project and dividing them by 85 
to annualize the county’s additional needs based on a 85-year life cycle.  These annual 
needs are then multiplied by 25 to establish the 25-year additional needs.  

o The additional needs computed under this component are added to the total county needs 
for a total of 85 years from the date of the eligible project or until the bridge is reconstructed, 
whichever is first.
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o Note: Until a program is developed that includes the additional bridge component needs,
these needs shall be included with the additional interchange component needs with a life
cycle of 60 years.

Restrictions and Adjustments:

A County’s total unadjusted, unrestricted money needs are calculated by the summation 
of all 25-year needs from each component in the Needs Calculation System.

The Needs Calculation System includes an annual restriction to the total annual money 
needs for each county.  A county’s annual change in needs is restricted to be within 10% 
of the statewide annual change in needs.  If a County’s calculated needs fall outside the 
restriction limits, their needs are adjusted to the limit.

Two separate criteria are evaluated in order to make minimum county adjustments.  The 
first minimum county adjustment is made dependent on a minimum apportionment sum 
distribution to those counties specifically provided by MN Statute.  A secondary minimum 
county adjustment is provided to all counties such that no county receive a total 
distribution less than 0.55% of the total statewide distribution.  These adjustments are 
zero-sum adjustments that result in a re-distribution based on a prorated share of the 
money needs for each county.

After all other restrictions and adjustments have been made, a final adjustment is made 
to each county’s money needs (+/-) in order to provide a stable money needs allocation 
for each county based on statewide changes in the distribution amount.  This adjustment 
provides that no county receive a percentage increase in money needs allotment less
than 25% of a statewide percentage increase in money needs distribution from the year 
prior.  It also provides that no county receive a percentage decrease in money needs 
allotment greater than 125% of a statewide percentage decrease in money needs 
distribution from the year prior.  This adjustment is a zero-sum adjustment that results in 
a re-distribution based on a prorated share of the money needs for each county. Those 
county’s whose distribution percentage is at the minimum distribution percentage shall 
not be further reduced by this adjustment.
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Current Resolutions of the County State Aid 
Screening Board

BE IT RESOLVED:

ADMINISTRATIVE

Improper Needs Report

That the Office of State Aid be requested to recommend an adjustment in the needs reporting 
whenever there is reason to believe that said reports 1) have deviated from accepted standards or 
2) have not been submitted on schedule.  The Office of State Aid will submit their recommendations
to the Screening Board with a copy to the county engineer involved.

Type of Needs Study

That the Screening Board shall, from time to time, make recommendations to the Commissioner of 
Transportation as to the extent and type of needs study to be subsequently made on the County 
State Aid Highway System consistent with the requirements of law. 

Appearance at Screening Board

That any individual or delegation having items of concern regarding the study of State Aid Needs or 
State Aid Apportionment Amounts, and wishing to have consideration given to these items, shall, in 
a written report, communicate with the Commissioner of Transportation through proper channels.  
The Commissioner shall determine which requests are to be referred to the Screening Board for 
their consideration.  This resolution does not abrogate the right of the Screening Board to call any 
person or persons to appear before the Screening Board for discussion purposes. 

Construction Cut Off Date 

That for the purpose of measuring the needs of the County State Aid Highway System, the annual 
cut off date for recording construction accomplishments based upon the project award date shall be 
December 31.

Screening Board Vice-chair

That at the first County Screening Board meeting held each year, a Vice-chair shall be elected and 
shall serve in that capacity until the following year when the Vice-chair shall succeed to the Chair. 

Screening Board Meeting Dates and Locations 

That the Screening Board Chair, with the assistance of State Aid personnel, determines the dates 
and the locations for that year’s Screening Board meetings. 
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Screening Board Secretary 

That, annually, the Commissioner of Transportation may be requested to appoint a secretary, upon 
recommendation of the Minnesota County Engineers Association, as a non-voting member of the 
County Screening Board for the purpose of recording all Screening Board actions.

Research Account 

That the Screening Board will annually consider setting aside a reasonable amount of County State 
Aid Highway Funds for the Research Account to continue local road research activity. 

Annual District Meeting 

That the District State Aid Engineer will call a minimum of one district meeting annually at the 
request of the District Screening Board Representative to review needs for consistency of reporting.
  
General Subcommittee 

That the Screening Board Chair appoints a Subcommittee to:

- Annually study all unit prices and variations.
- Annually study all money needs adjustments and restrictions.
- Propose changes to the Needs system.
- Propose Resolutions.

The Subcommittee will make recommendations to the Screening Board.  

The Subcommittee will consist of five members.  Three members with initial terms of one, two and 
three years, and representing the North (Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4), the South (Districts 6, 7 and 8) and 
the Metro area of the state.  Two additional at-large members shall be appointed by the Screening 
Board Chair.  An effort shall be made to appoint members that balances representation across the 
state geographically as well as the various sizes and population densities of the counties.  Initially, 
the two at-large members of the subcommittee will consist of past members of the Needs Task 
Force for a full 3 year term.  All subsequent terms will be for three years.   

Mileage Subcommittee

That the Screening Board Chair will appoint a Subcommittee to review all additional mileage 
requests submitted and to make recommendations on these requests to the County Screening 
Board.  The Subcommittee will consist of three members with initial terms of one, two and three 
years and representing the metro, the north (Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4) and the south area (Districts 6, 7 
and 8) of the state respectively.  Subsequent terms will be for three years and appointments will be 
made after each year's Fall Screening Board Meeting.  Mileage requests must be in the District 
State Aid Engineer's Office by April 1 to be considered at the spring meeting and by August 1 to be 
considered at the fall meeting.
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NEEDS ADJUSTMENTS

Restriction of 25-Year Construction Needs 

That the CSAH construction needs change in any one county from the previous year's restricted 
CSAH needs to the current year's basic 25-year CSAH construction needs shall be restricted to 10 
percentage points greater than or 10 percentage points less than the statewide average percent 
change from the previous year's restricted CSAH needs to the current year's 25-year CSAH 
construction needs.

County State Aid Construction Fund Balances

That, for the determination of County State Aid Highway needs, the amount of the unencumbered 
construction fund balance as of December 31 of the current year; not including the last two years 
regular account construction apportionment and not including the last three years of municipal 
account construction apportionment or $500,000 whichever is greater; shall be deducted from the 
25-year construction needs of each individual county.  Except, that when a County Board Resolution 
justifying said construction fund balance in excess of said limits is provided to and approved by the 
State Aid Office by December 15; no deduction shall be made.

Minimum County Adjustment

That an adjustment be made to the money needs within the Apportionment Sum in order to ensure a 
minimum apportionment sum allocation percentage be provided to Koochiching, Lake of the Woods, 
Red Lake, Mahnomen, and Big Stone Counties as defined by Minnesota Statute.

Further, that an adjustment be made to the money needs such that no county receives a total 
distribution less than 0.55% of the statewide total distribution, notwithstanding the minimum 
apportionment percentages established for specific counties by MN Statute.

Said adjustments shall be made to both the apportionment sum and excess sum money needs 
distribution, based on a prorated share of each sum as well as a prorated share of each county’s 
money needs distribution of the apportionment sum and excess sum, respectfully.

Money Needs Adjustment 

That an adjustment be made to the money needs such that no county receives a percentage 
increase in money needs allotment less than 25% of any percentage increase in the statewide 
money needs distribution from the prior year; and

Further, that no county receives a percentage decrease in money needs allotment greater than 
125% of any percentage decrease in the statewide money needs distribution from the prior year; 
and

Said adjustments shall be made to both the apportionment sum and excess sum money needs 
distribution, based on a prorated share of each sum as well as a prorated share of each county’s 
money needs distribution of the apportionment sum and excess sum, respectfully.

The money needs adjustments shall be applied after all other restrictions and adjustments. Those 
county’s whose distribution percentage is at the minimum distribution percentage shall not be further 
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reduced by this adjustment.

MILEAGE

CSAH Mileage Limitations

That the existing mileage on the CSAH system shall be determined as the actual horizontal length of 
each CSAH segment. Non-existing and banked CSAH mileage shall not draw needs in the needs 
calculation system.

Initially, the mileage used for each segment shall be carried over from the mileage on record for the 
segments in the Legacy System.

Actual horizontal mileage for an entire CSAH system in a County may be verified.  This shall replace 
any errors in mileage previously reported in the Legacy System.  

Incidental changes (increases or decreases) in mileage due to construction that do not require a 
Commissioner’s Order, such as realignment of curves or existing intersections, shall be updated 
within the Needs Calculation System and shall not impact banked mileage.

Any revocation of CSAH mileage resulting in the reduction of existing CSAH mileage shall be 
reflected by the reduction of the same mileage within the appropriate traffic category in the Needs 
Calculation System.  These revoked miles shall be deposited into a mileage bank and may be 
designated elsewhere.

Any revisions to the CSAH system that result in an increase in mileage, shall require Screening 
Board approval.  Mileage approved by the Screening Board through a mileage request shall not be 
transferable or revoked and added to a county’s banked mileage, without approval of the Screening 
Board.

Revocation of Trunk Highway Turnback mileage shall not be transferable or revoked and added to a 
county’s banked mileage, without approval of the Screening Board.

Former Municipal State Aid Street mileage located within municipalities that fall below the 5000 
population requirements for being a State Aid City shall be eligible for CSAH mileage within that 
municipality, but shall not be transferable or revoked and added to a county’s banked mileage, 
without approval of the Screening Board.

CSAH Mileage requests for the Spring Screening Board meeting must be received by the State Aid 
Office by April 1 of each year and requests for the Fall Screening Board meeting must be received 
by August 1.  Requests after that date shall carry over to the next meeting.

TRAFFIC

Traffic Projection Factors 

That new Traffic Projection Factors for the needs study be established for each county using a "least 
squares" projection of the vehicle miles from the last four traffic counts and in the case of the seven 
county metro area from the number of latest traffic counts which fall in a minimum of a twelve year 
period. This normal factor can never fall below 1.0. Also, new traffic factors will be computed 
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whenever an approved traffic count is made.  These normal factors may, however, be changed by 
the county engineer for any specific segments where a traffic count or a traffic study warrant a 
change, with the approval of the District State Aid Engineer.
Also, the adjustment to traffic projection factors shall be limited to a 0.3 point decrease per traffic 
count interval.

ROAD NEEDS

Method of Study

That, except as otherwise specifically provided, the “Instructions for Annual CSAH Needs Update” 
shall provide the format for estimating needs on the County State Aid Highway System.

Storm Sewer 

That storm sewer mains may be located off the County State Aid Highway if, in so doing, it will
satisfactorily accommodate the drainage problem of the County State Aid Highway.

Construction Accomplishments 

That the final project costs for eligible items of a construction project shall be used in the reporting of 
construction accomplishments for the specified reporting year.  Needs reporting shall be based on 
the awarded bid prices for projects that are not been completed prior to the time of the Needs 
reporting.  

For projects that are “phased” over a series of years (Example: grading and aggregate in one project 
and paving in a second project in a later year), the needs reporting shall take place based on the 
award year of the last phase for a multiple year “phased” construction project.  

Subsequent accomplishments in any projects, if any, will be updated in the following years of Needs 
reporting.

Additional Interchange Needs

That additional needs be calculated and added to those CSAH segments that contain an 
Interchange when the construction or reconstruction of an Interchange results in an annual county 
cost (calculated by taking the actual county share of total project costs divided by 60) in excess of 
the sum total of the calculated annual construction, right-of-way, structure, RR crossing, and signal 
needs (if applicable) for that same segment length of CSAH involved in the Interchange project.

The additional Annual Interchange/TH/RR/City/Twp Bridge Needs as calculated above shall be 
multiplied by 25 to obtain the 25 year Needs, consistent with the other Needs components.

The additional Interchange Needs shall be added for a period of 60 years from the date of 
construction or until reconstruction of said infrastructure, whichever is sooner. 

Additional RR bridge over highway, MNDOT bridge, and Municipal bridge Needs
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That additional needs be calculated and added to those CSAH segments that contain a TH Bridge, 
RR Bridge, City or Township Bridge when:  

1) The construction or reconstruction of a TH Bridge that carries a CSAH route results in an 
annual county cost (calculated by taking the county share of the total project costs divided by 
85) in excess of the sum total of the calculated annual construction, right-of-way, structure, 
RR crossing, and signal needs (if applicable) for that same segment length of CSAH involved 
in the TH Bridge project.

2) The construction or reconstruction of a Bridge that spans a CSAH route results in an annual 
county cost (calculated by taking the county share of the total project costs divided by 85).  In
this case, the segment length shall be treated as a node and no reduction in the actual 
county costs shall be made by the calculated segment needs.

The additional Annual Interchange/TH/RR/City/Twp Bridge Needs as calculated above shall be 
multiplied by 25 to obtain the 25 year Needs, consistent with the other Needs components.

The additional Interchange/TH/RR/City/Twp Bridge Needs shall be added for a period of 85 years 
from the date of construction or until reconstruction of said infrastructure, whichever is sooner.

Note:  The Additional Bridge Needs shall be calculated the same as Additional 
Interchange Needs with respect to life cycle until such time the needs calculation system 
is capable of separating the calculations.
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