
56° 42°
Lovely weekend, then 
brace for the cold. B6¬

Bruce Dayton, one of 
five brothers who used the 
Nicollet Avenue department 
store they inherited as the 
foundation to build what is 
now Target Corp., died Fri-
day morning at 97.

Dayton, the father of Gov. 
Mark Dayton, was the book-
ish, numbers-oriented analyst 

among the five Dayton broth-
ers, each of whom received 20 
percent of the business after 
their father’s death in 1950. 
The brothers expanded Day-
ton’s to the suburbs, where 
it anchored the first indoor 
shopping mall in the United 
States, in Edina in the late 
1950s. A few years later, they 

launched Target, which today 
has 1,800 stores and nearly 
350,000 employees.

Bruce Dayton also was a 
legendary benefactor of the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art, 
where he was a trustee for 
73 years and provided more 
than $80 million in finan-
cial support plus more than 

2,000 works of art worth 
additional millions.

“We just lost a Minnesota 
giant,” Vice President Walter 
Mondale said Friday morning.

Bruce Dayton’s father 
and grandfather built their 
department store on Nicol-
let into a thriving retail show-
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JUSTICES TAKE 
ABORTION CASE
Supreme Court agrees to hear 
challenge to a 2013 Texas 
law, the most comprehensive 
abortion case it has heard in a 
quarter century. A7

Kurds retake ISIL towns: 
Iraqi Kurdish forces dealt a 
double blow to ISIL, taking 
Iraqi and Syrian towns. A7

Drone kills ‘Jihadi John’: 
Pentagon was seeking final 
verification of death of ISIL 
executioner. A7

Autism cases jump to 1 in 45: But researchers say surge in 
2014 was likely caused by a change in the questionnaire. A2

New violent crime team: 
Minneapolis chief says vet-
eran investigators will look 
into all shootings. B1

Spending surges, trash 
shrinks: For first time, 
Minnesota reports a drop 
in waste per capita. B1

Dubnyk leaves rust in 
dust: Wild’s patience with 
goalie is getting long-
expected results. C7

No whining over decoy 
duty: Wallace isn’t com-
plaining because the 
Vikings are winning. C3

Ad man Pat Fallon dies: 
Founder of award-winning 
Minneapolis advertising 
agency dies at 70. D1

North Loop group fights 
project: Neighbors say 
10-story housing, retail 
complex is too tall. D1

Bombings at stadium followed by 
massacre at sidewalk cafes, concert hall.

By LORI HINNANT and GREG KELLER  • Associated Press

PARIS – A series of attacks 
targeting young concertgoers 
and Parisians enjoying a Friday 
night out at popular nightspots 
killed at least 120 people in the 
deadliest violence to strike 
France since World War II. 
President Francois Hollande 
pledged that France would 
stand firm against  terrorism.

The worst carnage was at a 
concert hall hosting an Amer-
ican rock band, where scores 
of people were held hostage 
and attackers hurled explo-
sives at their captives. Police 
who stormed the building  
encountered a bloody scene 
of horror inside.

Paris Prosecutor Francois 
Molins said as many as five 
attackers were killed, though 

it was not clear how many 
there were altogether and how 
many, if any, were still at large. 
Other officials said seven 
attackers had been killed and 
that police were searching for 
other possible accomplices.

 Hollande declared a state 
of emergency and announced 
that he was closing the coun-
try’s borders although offi-
cials later said they were just 
reimposing border checks 
that had been removed after 
Europe created its free-travel 
zone in the 1980s.

Metro lines shut down and 
streets emptied on the mild fall 
evening as fear spread through 
the city, still aching from the 
horrors of the Charlie Hebdo 

PARIS UNDER SIEGE

JACQUES BRINON (top), CHRISTOPHE ENA (below) • Associated Press
A woman dressed for a night out, above, confronted the bodies of some of the victims of Friday’s terror attacks on a Paris street. Below, a man comforted a friend inside the targeted soccer stadium.

With the memory of Charlie Hebdo still 
fresh, city wonders once again, “Why us?”

By LIZ ALDERMAN and JIM YARDLEY  •  New York Times

PARIS – The night was chilly 
but thick with excitement 
as the big match between 
France’s national soccer team 
and archrival Germany was 
underway at the national sta-
dium in a northern suburb of 
Paris. President Francois Hol-
lande watched with the crowd 
as the French players pushed 
the ball across midfield.

Then came the sharp, 
unmistakable crack, over-
whelming the roar of the 
crowd. A stunned moment 
passed. Players and spectators 
seemed confused and even-
tually the awful realization 
swept through the stadium: 
Terror, for the second time 
this year, had returned to Paris.

The symmetry could not be 

more jarring. A Parisian year 
that began with the bloodshed 
and chaos of the terror attacks 
at the satirical magazine Char-
lie Hebdo, and later at a Jew-
ish grocery, now had an even 
deadlier coda: With events still 
fluid and exact details unclear, 
the authorities said at least 120 
people had been killed in a 
series of attacks across Paris. 
But estimates on the total 
number of dead varied widely 
in the confusion.

The urgent, bleating screech 
of sirens filled the evening 
air as police cruisers raced 
through the streets, uncer-
tain if more mayhem was to 
come. Taxis ferried people 
home for free as the police 

TOM SWEENEY • tom.sweeney@startribune.com
Many speak to Bruce Dayton’s vision and generosity.  D1
See more photos and video of Dayton at startribune.com

Series of terrorist attacks kills at least 120, horrifies world

No claim of responsibility
No one had claimed responsibility for the attacks 

late Friday, and the death toll could rise.
President Obama reacts

“This is an attack on all of humanity and the 
universal values that we share,” he said. A4

Fear in central Paris
Map shows the locations where the attacks 
occurred, including popular nightspots. A5

Latest developments at startribune.com

By NEAL ST. ANTHONY, DAVID PHELPS and MARY ABBE   • Star Tribune staff writers
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case during the first half of the 
20th century, employing such 
innovative and attention-get-
ting tactics as shipping mer-
chandise from New York City 
by airplane.

Bruce Dayton and his broth-
ers diversified, positioning the 
company to shift its focus away 
from downtown department 
stores, and along the way did 
many things to help shape Min-
neapolis and its suburbs after 
World War II.

They embraced down-
town skyways, helped push 
for a pedestrian mall on what 
became the Nicollet Mall and 
were steadfast supporters of a 
downtown that remains home 
to Target’s  headquarters.

“It’s tough to assign specific 
roles to the Dayton broth-
ers because they did so many 
things as a group,” said James 
McComb, a Dayton Hudson 
executive in the 1960s and  ’70s. 
“But Bruce had the financial 
strength, Ken was the merchan-
diser, and they all had strong 
feelings about architecture.”

In a 2008 book Dayton wrote 
called “The Birth of Target,” he 
attributed the company’s early 
success to harmony among 
the five brothers, a movement 
to professional management 
during the 1970s, and a com-
mitment to ethical corporate 
governance and generous cor-
porate and individual philan-
thropy tied to the communities 
that made them wealthy.

Bruce Dayton liked to point 
out that when he and his broth-
ers took over in the years after 
World War II, Sears Roebuck 
was “40 times our size in terms 
of sales. Our small company 
eventually became Target 
Corp., now larger than Sears 
and Kmart combined. We must 
have done something right.”

Target Chief Executive Brian 
Cornell said in a statement that 
the company’s employees were 
saddened by the news of Day-
ton’s death. “Bruce was a great 
man and a visionary retail and 
business leader,” Cornell said. 
“Most importantly, he proved 
that you can both do good busi-

ness and do good while doing 
business.”

The Dayton brothers took 
over the business during a 
golden age for American 
department stores, when they 
epitomized fashion for much of 
the population.

For many aspiring sophis-
ticates of that era, Dayton’s 
exclusive Oval Room was 
a chic, mirrored landscape 
through which they could 
only drift and dream. Its pres-
ence lent a seductive touch of 
class that lured customers to 
other departments, as did the 
airy Sky Room lunchroom and 
the more masculine Oak Grill, 
and Gallery 12, the store’s avant-
garde art gallery that vied with 
Walker Art Center in bringing 
new talent to the Twin Cities.

Innovators
The Daytons  were innova-

tors, always looking for new 
retail opportunities. They 
played an integral role in the 
1956 opening of Edina’s South-
dale shopping center, where 
Dayton’s was the anchor ten-
ant. Other Dayton-driven 
“dales” eventually would dot 
the Twin Cities landscape.

Cognizant of emerging 
trends, the brothers branched 
into discount retailing with 
the opening of the first Target 
store, in Roseville, in 1962. The 
marketing moxie and design 
sophistication  for which Tar-
get became known  carry a trace 
of Dayton company strategies 
from the 1950s and ’60s, when 
the Nicollet Mall department 
store wooed customers with 
animated holiday displays, lav-
ish spring flower shows,  and 
designer merchandise from 
top-name Paris ateliers.

Bruce Dayton, the last of 
the five brothers to die, also 
launched the B. Dalton book-
store chain in 1966.

He was key to taking the 
family-owned Dayton com-
pany public in 1967 and merg-
ing it with Detroit-based Hud-
son’s to form Dayton Hudson 
Corp., the predecessor to Tar-
get Corp.

Bruce Dayton stepped 

aside as CEO in the early 1970s 
in favor of his brother Kenneth.

“I realized that he was a bet-
ter executive,” Bruce Dayton 
once said of his brother. “One 
who could do a more effec-
tive job building the organiza-
tion. … Titles were incidental. 
The only difference was that 
we used to meet in my office. 
Afterward, we met across the 
hall in his.”

Bruce  and Kenneth were the 
last brothers to leave the board 
of directors, in 1983.

For all of his success in busi-
ness, Dayton was best known 
in later years for his contribu-
tions to the Minneapolis Insti-
tute of Art, where he was a 
trustee for 73 years, from 1942 
until his death. Believed to be 
the country’s longest-serving 
museum board member, he was 
described in a New York Times 
article as “a trustee’s trustee” 
and a “shrewd collector with 
the taste of a connoisseur.”

Mondale said that, during 
his time as vice president in 
the late 1970s, Dayton accom-
panied him on several interna-
tional trips, including to China, 
and always made time for art. 
“He would visit the great art 
museums with my [late] wife, 
Joan,” Mondale said. “That was 
one reason you have a great 
permanent collection at the 
MIA.”

A lifelong art lover, Day-
ton began collecting early. He 
attended  Blake School and 

graduated from Yale in 1940. He 
used college graduation gifts to 
buy his first original piece,a $125 
Rembrandt etching that would 
cost many thousands now.

Over the decades, he has 
given the Minneapolis museum 
more than $80 million in capi-
tal support, plus helped launch 
endowments that now total 
$27.5 million. In 1989, he led a 
successful $50 million endow-
ment campaign to support the 
museum’s operations and edu-
cation programs.

He has also donated more 
than 2,000 works of art in vir-
tually every field from 19th-
century French paintings and 
modern drawings to a Sho-
shone painted elk hide, Tiffany 
vases,  and ancient Chinese fur-
niture, sculpture and paintings.

‘Sad day indeed’
“This is a very sad day 

indeed,” said MIA President 
Kaywin Feldman. “Bruce’s 
generosity and depth of com-
mitment to our museum are 
unparalleled. He has given 
MIA so much throughout his 
life, through his active board 
participation, philanthropic 
support, connoisseurship, and 
remarkable insight. He helped 
shape us to be one of the great-
est art museums in the country. 
Our gratitude to him is bound-
less. I will miss him very much.”

Dayton typically avoided the 
limelight and rarely allowed 
buildings or galleries to be 

named after him. In 1997 he 
surprised museum officials 
with a $10 million gift of stock to 
support operations and Asian 
art programs, then the larg-
est donation in the institute’s 
history. After announcing the 
gift in a letter, he slipped off to 
Antigua where he could not be 
reached for comment.

Starting in the early 1990s, 
Dayton and his third wife, 
Ruth Stricker Dayton, began 
systematically to develop the 
museum’s Chinese art collec-
tion, transforming it from a 
small but distinguished hoard 
of ancient bronzes and jades 
into a world-class collection of 
more than 1,400 items that fill 14 
galleries and comprise a virtual 
museum-within-the-museum.

In 1996 Dayton paid a world-
record $1.1 million at auction for a 
rare wood-and-marble Chinese 
screen, and later bought a com-
plete Ming dynasty house and 
scholar’s study and then paid for 
Chinese workmen to restore and 
install them at the museum.

“Dayton has had a tremen-
dous impact on all of us and 
is an inspiration in so many 
ways to the next generation 
of community leaders, busi-
ness owners, and others who 
knew him,” MIA Board Chair 
Maurice Blanks said. “Bruce’s 
great vision, involvement and 
investment with the museum 
has positioned us well for the 
next 100 years.”

Dayton applied his sharp 
business acumen to museum 
affairs, too. He bought houses 
on Stevens Avenue to pre-
serve the neighborhood on the 
museum’s west side, and an old 
motel on the northeast corner 
of 24th Street and 3rd Avenue S. 
as a possible expansion site. The 
museum later razed the motel 
and built a parking lot. “This 
was all part of his dealing with 
the public at the retail level” said 
Robert Jacobsen, the institute’s 
curator emeritus of Asian art, 
who worked closely with Day-
ton for more than 20 years.

Together, Bruce and Ruth 
Dayton sponsored shows at 
the China Institute in New 
York and gave $5 million to the 

art museum at Yale Univer-
sity, where the Asian galleries 
were renamed in their honor. 
In China, they provided major 
financial support to the Shang-
hai Art Museum and paid for 
the restoration of a 34-room 
Ming-dynasty villa from the 
late 1500s that is now a public 
museum.

They also informally 
adopted a young Chinese 
man, Andrew Wang, brought 
him to the United States after 
the Communist crackdown at 
Tiananmen Square in 1989, and 
supported him through college 
and graduate school. Wang, an 
award-winning calligrapher, 
completed a doctorate in elec-
trical engineering at the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Barbara.

 Dayton supported many 
other organizations, including 
 the Walker Art Center, Minne-
apolis Public Library, Guthrie 
Theater, University of Min-
nesota’s studio arts building, 
Macalester College in St. Paul 
and Yale University Art Gallery.

A quiet conservationist, he 
also donated 110 acres of pris-
tine forest to the  state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

 Born in Minneapolis in 1918, 
Dayton grew up Presbyterian 
and spent summers working 
at an 800-acre family farm on 
Lake Minnetonka for his father, 
George Nelson Dayton, who 
took over Dayton’s Department 
Store from his father, George 
Draper Dayton, in 1923.

Bruce Dayton is survived by 
four children from his first mar-
riage, to the late Gwendolen 
Brandt: sons Mark and Brandt, 
and daughters Lucy and Anne; 
two stepchildren, Kim Griffin 
and Mark Stricker, as well as 11 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 

A memorial service is 
scheduled for 4 p.m. Thursday 
at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in downtown Minne-
apolis.

Staff writers David Phelps and Adam 
Belz contributed to this report.
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STORMI GREENER • Star Tribune file
Bruce and Ruth Stricker Dayton at home in 2002. Together 
they developed the MIA’s extensive Chinese art collection.
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WE HAVE BEEN IN BUSINESS 8 YEARS AND NEVER HAD A SALE - JUST EVERYDAY LOW PRICES! DELIVERY AVAILABLE STATEWIDE

THAT FURNITURE
To provide quality furniture at everyday low prices, providing complete customer satisfaction
7427WASHINGTON AVE. SO. • EDINA,MN | 952-808-8876
Just North of the Vikings Training Facility on Washington

FURNITURE SHOWROOM OPEN DAILY TO THE PUBLIC - MON-FRI 10-8 SAT 10-6 • SUN 10-5

SECTIONAL HEADQUARTERSMANY ITEMS IN STOCK!
12 MONTH FREE INTEREST*

www.thatfurniture.net • www.thatfurnitureoutlet.com

109508

Madrid Bonded Leather 2pc Sectional
Stocked inWine and Ebony

$698

Loric Smoke 3pc Sectional
Available in 3 Colors, Left or Right Chaise

$998

Cowan 3pc Sectional
Available in 2 Colors, Left or Right Chaise

$798

Buttercup 3pc Modular Sectional
Many More Options Available

$998

Shardinelle Qn Bedroom Set
Queen Bed, Dresser, Mirror, Nightstand

$1798

Acme Konane Storage Bedroom Set
Queen Storage Bed, Dresser, Mirror, Nightstand

$1968

Alliston 2pc Sectional OR Sofa & Loveseat
Available in 3 Colors, Left or Right Chaise

$758

Jessa Place 3pc Sectional
Available in 3 Colors, Left or Right Chaise

$998

Shay Qn Bedroom Set
Bed, Dresser, Mirror, Nightstand - add $100 for King

$788

Ridgley Qn Bedroom Set
Bed, Dresser, Mirror, Nightstand - add $90 for King

$1388

Affordable FurnitureToast 2pc Sectional
Also Available in Vivid Onyx

$598

Albany Furniture Black Capri Sauvage
Loveseat & Chaise,AlsoAvailable in Brown

$698

Ralene 5pc Counter Height Dining Set
Extra Barstools $80, Also Available in Regular Height

7pc SolidAsian Hardwood
Table & 6 Chairs - Also Available in Walnut Stained

* SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL

$598 $698

Fulton Qn Eurotop Mattress Set
COOLCELL™ Gel technology – 10 Yr Warranty

$498

Limited Edition PillowTop Qn Mattress Set
720 Encased Coils/Gel/Memory Foam

$698

Jofran Furniture Marin County Dining
Table & 4 Chairs

$388

King Koil Broadway Euro TopMattress Set
iFusion Technology/Gel/Memory Foam/720 Coil

$598




