
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2013 Final Report

D ate: March 31, 2017

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: Northeastern Minnesota Sharp-tailed G rouse Habitat Partnerhip, Phase IV

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $1,180,000

Manag er's  Name: Eran Sandquist
O rg anizatio n: Pheasants Forever, Inc.
Ad d ress : 410 Lincoln Ave S
C ity: South Haven, MN 55382
O ff ice Numb er: 320-236-7755
Fax Numb er: 651-773-5500
Email: esandquist@pheasantsforever.org
Web site: www.pheasantsforever.org

Leg is lative C itatio n: ML 2013, C h. 137, Art. 1, S ec. 2, S ub d . 3(c )

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: $1,180,000 in the first year is to the commissioner of natural resources for an agreement with Pheasants Forever
in cooperation with the Minnesota Sharp-Tailed G rouse Society to acquire and enhance lands in Aitkin, Carlton, and Kanabec Counties for
wildlife management purposes under Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.05, subdivision 8. A list of proposed land acquisitions must be provided
as part of the required accomplishment plan.

C o unty Lo catio ns: Aitkin

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  was  co mp leted :

Northern Forest

Activity typ es:

Protect in Fee

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Habitat

Summary of  Accomplishments:

The amended proposal was to accelerate the protection of 410 acres of primarily brushland in northeastern Minnesota for addition to
the Wildlife Management Area system providing multiple environmental and wildlife benefits. Over the course of the appropriation, we
acquired 1 parcel for a total of 396 acres which fell short of our total acre goal of 410 acres by 14 acres. The G un Lake parcel is a hot
spot for sharp-tail grouse and is considered by some as one of the top sharp-tail areas in east central MN. 

All acquired acres are within the northern forest region. We have a balance of $24,300 that will be returned to the Fund.

Process & Methods:

Working in close collaboration with partners, Pheasants Forever acquired 396 acres of strategic habitat that builds onto existing
protected lands and/or develops corridors for wildlife. All land acquired has been enrolled into the state Wildlife Management Area
(WMA) Program and will be protected and managed in perpetuity by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. We have worked
together with federal, state and local partners when acquiring both parcels which will now be celebrated as new WMAs. These new
WMAs not only provides access and recreational opportunities for all Minnesotans, but helps address a strong need to provide more
secure nesting and brood rearing habitat for sharp-tailed grouse near existing leks. 
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The offer to the landowner was based on fair market values and appraisals. The acquired parcel helps address a backlog of willing
sellers which is now helping slow the loss, degradation, and fragmentation of habitat in Minnesota. Parcels were identified jointly with
the MN DNR, ranked, and prioritized on habitat goals and feasibility. Pheasants Forever's methods are formed around the principle of
accelerating the Wildlife Production Area program in MN by targeting only the best available habitat with willing sellers. We utilize local
partner expertise to focus on building a system of interconnected wildlife complexes that create habitat mosaics. We also utilize the
latest geospatial layers to help determine factors such as: habitat restoration potential, landscape scale significance, presence of rare
features and native habitat, and how these acquisitions fit into other priorities for our partners. 

This proposal was amended to reduce our acre goal which was proposed in the June 2013 Council meeting and approved by the
council. We came to the council in June to reduce the obligated acres from the original proposal because of the importance of this
parcel and the fact that it costs more per acre than anticipated. The council approved these changes because of this parcels wildlife
value which includes multiple sharp-tail leks, water mitigation credits, a DNR history of grouse viewing blinds. G un Lake WMA is a
complex of 762 acres of contiguous habitat. 

All parcels acquired have been or will be restored and/or enhanced to as a high quality as practicable. All agricultural row crops on
these parcels have been or will be restored to native grassland/wetland complexes. The grasslands were restored using a broadcast or
drill seeded method with a diverse mix of native grasses and forb species. Wetlands were restored using a combination of tile breaking,
sediment removal, dike construction, and water control structures. Scattered invasive tree removal and prescribed fire were used
where appropriate to enhance existing grassland habitat after protection.

Explain Partners, Supporters, & Opposit ion:

We worked in close collaboration with MN DNR to find and evaluate the best properties to peruse based on the criteria listed in the
process and methods section. During the process, we also worked with many other partners to gauge interest levels and determine if
the property is suitable for a Wildlife Management Area.

Addit ional Comments:
Exceptional challenges, expectations, failures, opportunities, or unique aspects of program

There were no exceptional failures or challenges that were encountered. This is due in part to our high level of collaboration and
efficiency. We also strive to be respectful and accommodating in helping to facilitate landowners wishes when working with willing
sellers as many see this as leaving their own habitat legacy. 

Other Funds Received:

Not Listed

Ho w were the fund s  used  to  ad vanced  the p ro g ram:

Not Listed

What is the plan to sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are
expended:

All parcels acquired have been transferred to the MN DNR for enrollment into the Wildlife Management Area program. All parcels were
acquired then restored as part of this effort. The long-term management & maintenance of these new WMAs will be the responsibility
of the MN DNR. Pheasants Forever is also active in additional habitat enhancement and restoration activities on existing public lands
where there is a need.

Outcomes:
The original accomplishment plan stated the program would
P ro g rams in the no rthern fo rest reg io n:

Forestlands are protected from development and fragmentation
Healthy populations of endangered, threatened, and special concern species as well as more common species
Increased availability and improved condition of riparian forests and other habitat corridors
Landlocked public properties have increased access for land managers
Brushlands (of special concern in the Council's vision).

Ho w wil l  the o utco mes b e measured  and  evaluated ?
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We permanently protected 396 acres of grassland, brushland, and wetland complexes resulting in secure nesting and brood rearing
habitat for sharp-tailed grouse. These new WMAs improve access to public habitat, build on existing protected lands, and create an
essential mosaic of habitat complexes. Building on complexes of existing permanently protected lands help put the pieces back
together reducing fragmentation and creating large undisturbed habitat expanses needed by sharp-tail grouse. These short term
outcomes contribute to our long term goals of creating stable and/or increasing game and non-game wildlife populations while
increasing opportunities for wildlife dependent recreation by the public.
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Budget Spreadsheet

Final Budget line item reallocations are allowed up to 10% and do not need require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Total Amount: $1,180,000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name Request S pent Cash Leverag e (anticipated) Cash Leverag e (received) Leverag e S o urce T o ta l (o rig ina l) T o ta l (fina l)
Perso nnel $12,000 $8,600 $0 $0 $12,000 $8,600
Co ntra cts $39,000 $0 $0 $0 $39,000 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $1,055,000 $1,146,800 $14,000 $205,100 Priva te  So urce $1,069,000 $1,351,900
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services $25,000 $300 $0 $100 PF $25,000 $400
Direct Suppo rt Services $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $15,000 $0 $0 $0 $15,000 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP $34,000 $0 $0 $0 $34,000 $0

To ta l $1,180,000 $1,155,700 $14,000 $205,200 $1,194,000 $1,360,900

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years S pent Cash Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
PF Directo r o f Co nserva tio n 0.01 3.00 $6,500 $0 $6,500
PF Na tio na l G ra nts  Sta ff 0.01 3.00 $2,100 $0 $2,100

To ta l 0.02 6.00 $8,600 $0 $8,600

Explain any budget challenges or successes:

*Amendment on October 23rd, 2014 changed proposed budgets for contracts from $39,000 to $0.00, Fee Acquisition w/PILT from
$1,055,000 to $1,153,000, Professional Services from $25,000 to $10,000, DNR Land Acquisition Costs from $15,000 to $5,000, and DNR IDP
from $34,000 to $0.00. We came in under budget for personal costs and professional services. We will be returning a total of $24,300
back to the Outdoor Heritage Council.
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 969 396 969 396

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 0 0 0 0 969 396 969 396

T ab le 2. T o tal  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,180,000 $1,155,700 $1,180,000 $1,155,700

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,180,000 $1,155,700 $1,180,000 $1,155,700

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 969 396 969 396

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 969 396 969 396

T ab le 4. T o tal  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,180,000 $1,155,700 $1,180,000 $1,155,700

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,180,000 $1,155,700 $1,180,000 $1,155,700

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  (o rig inal)

0

Page 5 o f 9



T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  ( f inal)

0

Explain the success/shortage of  acre goals:

*Acre goal was amended on October 23rd, 2013 to 410 acres* We acquired 1 parcel for a total of 396 acres which fell short of our total
acre goal of 410 acres by 14 acres. All acquired acres are within the northern forest region.
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Parcel List

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Aitkin
Name T RDS Acres O HF Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ? Descriptio n

G un La ke  WMA
Additio n 04822206 396 $1,134,450 No Full No t Applica ble

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.

Page 7 o f 9



Completed Parcel: Gun Lake WMA Addition

# o f T o ta l Acres: 396
Co unty: Aitkin
T o wnship: 048
Rang e: 22
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 06
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 82.76
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: MN DNR
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name: Kim Henning s
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Ro a d
Annual Repo rting  City: St. Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55155
Annual Repo rting  Email: kim.henning s@sta te .mn.us
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 6512595220
Purchase Date: No vember 07, 2013
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $1,134,450
Appra ised Va lue: $1,339,500
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $9,480
Assessed Va lue: $415,230
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $1,238,671
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $152,000
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Wildlife  Ma na g ement Area  -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er: Russe ll Re isz
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Parcel Map

Northeastern Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Habitat
Partnerhip, Phase IV

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend

Page 9 o f 9


