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Description of the Office of the State Auditor

The mission of the Office of the State Auditor is to oversee local government finances for 
Minnesota taxpayers by helping to ensure financial integrity and accountability in local 
governmental financial activities.

Through financial, compliance, and special audits, the State Auditor oversees and ensures that 
local government funds are used for the purposes intended by law and that local governments 
hold themselves to the highest standards of financial accountability. 

The State Auditor performs approximately 150 financial and compliance audits per year and has 
oversight responsibilities for over 3,300 local units of government throughout the state. The 
office currently maintains five divisions:

Audit Practice - conducts financial and legal compliance audits of local governments; 

Government Information - collects and analyzes financial information for cities, towns, 
counties, and special districts;

Legal/Special Investigations - provides legal analysis and counsel to the Office and responds to 
outside inquiries about Minnesota local government law; as well as investigates allegations of 
misfeasance, malfeasance, and nonfeasance in local government;

Pension - monitors investment, financial, and actuarial reporting for approximately 650 public 
pension funds; and 

Tax Increment Financing - promotes compliance and accountability in local governments’ use 
of tax increment financing through financial and compliance audits. 

The State Auditor serves on the State Executive Council, State Board of Investment, Land 
Exchange Board, Public Employees Retirement Association Board, Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency, and the Rural Finance Authority Board. 

Office of the State Auditor 
525 Park Street, Suite 500 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55103 
(651) 296-2551
state.auditor@osa.state.mn.us
www.auditor.state.mn.us

This document can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Call (651) 296-2551 
[voice] or 1-800-627-3529 [relay service] for assistance; or visit the State Auditor’s web site: 
www.auditor.state.mn.us.
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Graphic by the Office of the State Auditor.

Economic Development Regions

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4
Region 5

Region 6W
Region 6E

Region 7E

Region 8
Region 9 Region 10

Region 11

Region 7W

Economic Regions

1E …. Northwest 
2E …. Headwaters 
3E …. Arrowhead 
4E …. West Central 
5E …. North Central 
6E …. Southwest Central 
6W … Upper Southwest 
7E …. East Central 
7W … Central 
8E …. Southwest 
9E …. South Central 
10 …. Southeast 
11 …. Metro Area 
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Table 6

Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term
Indebtedness

Aitkin

Aitkin 855 --- --- --- --- 28,411 ---

Clark 148 13,438 --- --- 13,438 --- ---

Turner 208 --- --- --- --- 44,227 ---

Anoka

Linwood 5,387 --- --- --- --- 293,400 ---

Becker

Carsonville 225 --- --- --- --- 17,276 ---

Evergreen 373 --- --- --- --- --- 6,500

Lake Eunice 1,652 --- --- --- --- 262,639 ---

Osage 892 23,136 --- --- 23,136 --- ---

Beltrami

Eckles 1,697 --- 224,530 --- 224,530 --- ---

Turtle River 1,119 --- --- --- --- 78,038 ---

Benton

Langola 941 251,800 600 2,300 254,700 247,299 ---

Watab 3,228 497,738 --- --- 497,738 --- ---

Blue Earth

Butternut Valley 295 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Decoria 1,090 --- 21,287 --- 21,287 31,814 ---

Garden City 649 --- 48,000 --- 48,000 47,186 ---

Jamestown 612 16,000 --- --- 16,000 --- ---

Mankato 1,789 --- 195,000 --- 195,000 --- ---

McPherson 454 72,911 --- --- 72,911 --- ---

Rapidan 1,070 345,000 --- --- 345,000 --- ---

Brown

Milford 665 --- 353,163 --- 353,163 --- ---

Carlton

Blackhoof 895 --- --- --- --- 9,983 ---

Thomson 5,141 1,195,000 --- --- 1,195,000 411,513 ---

Carver

Hollywood 1,019 --- --- --- --- --- 112,353

Laketown 2,156 --- --- --- --- 3,880 ---

Watertown 1,251 --- --- --- --- 20,000 ---

Cass

Crooked Lake 552 43,835 --- --- 43,835 --- ---

May 869 --- --- --- --- --- 45,000

Shingobee 1,523 20,000 --- --- 20,000 9,000 ---

Sylvan 2,867 375,000 --- --- 375,000 833 ---

Chisago

Amador 897 1,335,001 --- --- 1,335,001 18,494 ---

Chisago Lake 4,705 193,000 227,000 --- 420,000 --- ---

Fish Lake 2,036 --- 30,000 --- 30,000 225,000 ---

Franconia 1,837 1,080,000 --- --- 1,080,000 --- ---

Nessel 1,960 --- 353,000 --- 353,000 --- ---

Sunrise 2,046 --- --- --- --- 560,000 ---

Cook

Lutsen 441 --- --- --- --- 268,917 ---

Schroeder 218 --- --- --- --- 56,000 ---

Tofte 270 49,553 --- --- 49,553 --- ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6

Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term
Indebtedness

Cottonwood

Highwater 154 --- --- --- --- 165,104 ---

Mountain Lake 372 --- --- --- --- 104,954 ---

Rosehill 167 32,871 --- --- 32,871 74,459 ---

Crow Wing

Center 921 711,569 --- --- 711,569 212,483 ---

Deerwood 1,316 1,300,000 --- --- 1,300,000 --- ---

Ideal 1,083 148,000 --- --- 148,000 110,697 ---

Lake Edward 2,134 7,165 --- --- 7,165 --- ---

Maple Grove 816 --- 190,000 --- 190,000 --- ---

Roosevelt 600 --- --- 685,000 685,000 --- 10,978

Dakota

Empire 3,010 225,000 --- --- 225,000 --- ---

Randolph 708 157,474 --- --- 157,474 --- ---

Ravenna 2,373 --- --- --- --- 25,816 ---

Waterford 506 --- --- --- --- 42,456 ---

Dodge

Hayfield 474 --- --- --- --- 140,617 ---

Ripley 199 --- --- --- --- 69,004 ---

Westfield 461 --- --- --- --- 98,189 ---

Douglas

Brandon 741 300,000 --- --- 300,000 --- ---

Hudson 923 --- --- --- --- 1,580,155 ---

Ida 1,299 --- 493,897 --- 493,897 477,619 ---

Leaf Valley 463 376,535 --- --- 376,535 --- ---

Lund 324 --- --- --- --- --- 75,311

Millerville 337 --- --- --- --- 90,748 ---

Moe 808 --- 452,209 --- 452,209 74,872 ---

Fillmore

Arendahl 336 --- --- --- --- 74,950 ---

Carrolton 318 --- --- --- --- 30,000 ---

Preble 199 --- --- --- --- 24,180 ---

Freeborn

Albert Lea 619 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Freeborn 241 71,177 --- --- 71,177 --- ---

Freeman 473 --- --- --- --- 20,220 ---

Shell Rock 405 --- --- --- --- 40,953 ---

Goodhue

Florence 1,589 --- 12,300 --- 12,300 --- ---

Vasa 905 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Houston

Houston 360 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- 55,000

Hubbard

Arago 629 39,461 --- --- 39,461 --- ---

Helga 1,489 --- --- --- --- 583,607 ---

Nevis 1,054 --- --- --- --- 53,000 ---

Isanti

Springvale 1,515 100,215 --- --- 100,215 --- ---

Itasca

Arbo 857 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Balsam 539 --- --- --- --- 276,693 ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6

Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term
Indebtedness

Deer River 682 406,200 --- --- 406,200 --- ---

Nashwauk 679 24,091 --- --- 24,091 --- ---

Jackson

La Crosse 139 --- --- --- --- 18,908 ---

Kanabec

Comfort 1,064 472,990 --- --- 472,990 --- ---

Pomroy 421 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Kandiyohi

Burbank 560 --- 125,000 --- 125,000 --- ---

Holland 341 --- --- --- --- 145,044 ---

Roseland 369 --- --- 141,000 141,000 --- ---

Lac qui Parle

Cerro Gordo 179 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Riverside 292 --- --- --- --- 88,046 ---

Lake

Beaver Bay 484 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Fall Lake 511 155,359 --- --- 155,359 --- 256,000

Silver Creek 1,078 --- --- --- --- 808,849 ---

Le Sueur

Washington 719 --- 5,240 --- 5,240 --- ---

Lyon

Island Lake 168 --- --- --- --- 163,296 ---

Rock Lake 260 --- --- --- --- 127,111 ---

Martin

Center Creek 193 --- --- --- --- 97,549 ---

Fox Lake 240 --- --- --- --- --- 127,428

Galena 227 67,500 --- --- 67,500 --- 18,197

Manyaska 306 --- --- --- --- 47,500 ---

Nashville 178 --- --- --- --- 109,023 ---

Pleasant Prairie 213 --- --- --- --- 56,203 ---

McLeod

Collins 437 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Sumter 507 --- --- --- --- 9,000 ---

Meeker

Dassel 1,496 646,098 --- --- 646,098 --- ---

Ellsworth 841 345,000 --- --- 345,000 --- ---

Forest Prairie 973 940,000 167,000 --- 1,107,000 --- ---

Mille Lacs

Hayland 521 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

South Harbor 793 --- 245,000 --- 245,000 --- ---

Morrison

Scandia Valley 1,162 --- --- --- --- --- 490,000

Mower

Adams 453 --- --- --- --- 134,000 ---

Lansing 973 446,000 --- 28,000 474,000 --- ---

Lodi 254 --- --- --- --- 97,500 ---

Red Rock 732 --- --- 111,289 111,289 --- ---

Sargeant 297 --- --- --- --- 68,085 ---

Udolpho 457 70,000 --- --- 70,000 --- ---

Murray

Bondin 269 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6

Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term
Indebtedness

Nicollet

West Newton 408 108,000 --- --- 108,000 --- ---

Nobles

Bloom 158 --- --- --- --- 146,139 ---

Graham Lakes 227 204,000 --- --- 204,000 --- ---

Grand Prairie 202 --- --- --- --- 30,000 ---

Little Rock 194 --- --- --- --- 86,864 ---

Olney 186 --- --- --- --- 62,670 ---

Westside 207 --- --- --- --- 100,000 ---

Olmsted

Eyota 516 --- --- --- --- 153,672 ---

Haverhill 1,501 --- --- --- --- 250,000 ---

Oronoco 2,323 340,295 --- --- 340,295 --- ---

Salem 1,126 50,788 --- --- 50,788 --- ---

Otter Tail

Dane Prairie 904 270,000 --- --- 270,000 --- ---

Dead Lake 506 --- --- --- --- 125,732 ---

Eagle Lake 392 --- --- --- --- --- 45,045

Everts 646 --- --- --- --- 90,000 ---

Hobart 802 426,500 --- --- 426,500 --- ---

Lida 744 697,041 --- --- 697,041 242,146 ---

Pine Lake 672 355,000 --- --- 355,000 --- ---

Saint Olaf 378 72,510 --- --- 72,510 --- ---

Tumuli 433 --- --- --- --- 66,497 ---

Pine

Chengwatana* 961 --- --- --- --- 32,154 ---

Ogema 340 54,708 --- --- 54,708 --- ---

Pine City 1,363 216,505 725,706 --- 942,211 16,409 ---

Sandstone 789 20,445 --- --- 20,445 --- ---

Sturgeon Lake 490 --- --- --- --- 10,800 ---

Windemere 1,673 --- 96,959 --- 96,959 --- ---

Pipestone

Eden 268 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Polk

Higdem 78 --- --- --- --- 180,693 ---

Pope

Glenwood 1,063 347,044 --- --- 347,044 --- ---

White Bear Lake 437 --- --- --- --- 19,392 ---

Ramsey

White Bear 10,951 --- 973,905 1,316,095 2,290,000 --- ---

Renville

Boon Lake 338 --- --- --- --- 114,578 ---

Rice

Erin 893 50,000 --- --- 50,000 --- ---

Forest 1,298 60,000 --- --- 60,000 --- ---

Rock

Battle Plain 184 --- --- --- --- --- 18,000

Beaver Creek 379 --- --- --- --- 26,596 ---

Roseau

Lake 2,107 30,000 --- --- 30,000 --- ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6

Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term
Indebtedness

Saint Louis

Alborn 464 158,639 52,551 --- 211,190 --- ---

Breitung 581 --- --- --- --- 61,747 ---

Canosia 2,180 --- --- 389,614 389,614 --- ---

Cherry 830 --- --- --- --- 98,460 ---

Crane Lake 72 225,000 --- --- 225,000 --- ---

Fayal 1,792 --- --- --- --- 1,986,157 ---

Fredenberg 1,331 570,000 --- --- 570,000 --- ---

Grand Lake 2,711 1,120,575 --- --- 1,120,575 120,550 ---

Kabetogama 122 --- --- --- --- 273,619 ---

Lakewood 2,250 195,000 --- --- 195,000 21,305 ---

Midway 1,420 80,000 --- --- 80,000 344,632 ---

Morse 1,196 --- --- --- --- 597,953 ---

Normanna 782 --- --- --- --- 14,755 ---

Solway 1,951 --- --- --- --- 104,000 ---

Waasa 233 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

White 1,508 --- --- --- --- 175,152 ---

Scott

Credit River 5,678 --- 2,160,000 --- 2,160,000 --- ---

Sand Creek 1,665 485,000 --- --- 485,000 --- ---

Spring Lake 3,540 850,000 --- 435,000 1,285,000 805,000 ---

Sherburne

Baldwin 7,000 --- --- --- --- 2,359,000 ---

Becker 5,478 80,000 --- --- 80,000 --- ---

Big Lake 7,820 545,000 --- --- 545,000 --- ---

Livonia 6,337 --- --- --- --- 170,000 ---

Palmer 2,462 210,000 --- --- 210,000 --- ---

Santiago 1,991 230,000 --- --- 230,000 --- ---

Stearns

Avon 2,313 --- --- 140,000 140,000 --- ---

Collegeville 3,398 659,445 --- --- 659,445 --- ---

Eden Lake 1,562 255,000 --- --- 255,000 --- ---

Farming 1,016 --- --- --- --- 17,600 ---

Krain 1,008 --- --- --- --- 268,357 ---

Le Sauk 1,819 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Luxemburg 647 580,000 --- --- 580,000 6,567 ---

Millwood 1,013 --- --- --- --- 46,746 ---

Munson 1,543 237,000 55,000 --- 292,000 --- ---

Wakefield 2,857 619,000 --- --- 619,000 210,000 ---

Steele

Aurora 559 --- --- --- --- 73,600 ---

Meriden 620 55,000 213,065 --- 268,065 71,481 ---

Todd

Germania 505 --- --- --- --- 30,000 ---

Villard 646 21,000 --- --- 21,000 --- ---

Wabasha

Greenfield 1,303 --- --- 16,000 16,000 --- ---

Plainview 451 --- --- --- --- --- 9,000

Waseca

Alton 427 --- --- --- --- 51,831 ---

Washington

Baytown 1,903 430,000 --- --- 430,000 --- ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6

Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General
Obligation

Special
Assessment

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness

Other
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term
Indebtedness

Watonwan

Butterfield 202 --- --- --- --- 55,248 ---

Saint James 243 --- --- --- --- 63,909 ---

Winona

Dresbach 443 502,000 --- --- 502,000 --- ---

New Hartford 860 --- --- --- --- --- 23,192

Wilson 1,122 --- --- --- --- --- 26,225

Wiscoy 362 --- --- --- --- 34,112 ---

Wright

Franklin 2,916 --- --- --- --- 755,000 ---

Maple Lake 2,167 33,000 --- --- 33,000 --- ---

Marysville 2,238 --- --- --- --- 173,369 ---

Rockford 3,365 --- 105,000 --- 105,000 --- ---

Stockholm 1,010 --- --- --- --- 59,968 ---

Victor 1,089 --- --- --- --- --- 90,333

Yellow Medicine

Norman 243 --- --- --- --- --- 353

State Totals 242,598
$24,022,812

$7,533,812
$3,296,498

$34,853,122
$19,779,260

$1,408,915

Summary of Outstanding Indebtedness
General Obligation $24,022,812

Special Assessment 7,533,812

Other Bonded Indebtedness 3,296,498

Total Bonded Indebtedness $34,853,122

Other Long-Term Indebtedness 19,779,260

Short-Term Indebtedness 1,408,915

Total Outstanding Indebtedness $56,041,297

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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