
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2014 Final Report

D ate: No vemb er 08, 2017

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: State Forest Acquisitions Phase 2 - RJ Dorer Memorial Hardwoods State Forest Land Asset Project

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $950,000

Manag er's  Name: Robert Milne
O rg anizatio n: DNR - Forestry
Ad d ress : 500 Lafayette Road
C ity: St. Paul, MN 55304
O ff ice Numb er: 651-259-5270
Email: bob.milne@state.mn.us
Web site: mndnr.gov

Leg is lative C itatio n: ML 2014, C h. 256, Art. 1, S ec. 2, S ub d . 3(e)

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: $950,000 in the second year is to the commissioner of natural resources to acquire lands in fee and permanent
management easements, including for habitat purposes, in the Richard J. Dorer State Forest under Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.05,
subdivision 7. A list of proposed land acquisitions must be provided as part of the required accomplishment plan. 

C o unty Lo catio ns: Fillmore, G oodhue, Houston, and Winona.

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  was  co mp leted :

Southeast Forest

Activity typ es:

Protect in Fee

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Forest

Summary of  Accomplishments:

Priority lands were acquired within the Richard J. Dorer State Forest; protecting forests, habitat and providing public hunting, trapping
and compatible outdoor uses as well as watershed protection. This project protected 203 acres of forest land, reduced boundaries by
3720 feet, provided access to 1116 acres of state forest land, and protected 2000 feet of shoreline. 

Process & Methods:

Parcels were selected from a pool of desirable parcels primarily identified in the Richard J. Dorer land asset management plan.  These
pool parcels were selected from three classifications; those providing protection of a critical forest habitat, those providing access to
state land and those consolidating fragmented state land parcels. Parcels were further prioritized by the acres accessed, completion of
consolidation and values protected.   All known stakeholders are supportive of these acquisitions including county boards and forest
user groups such as Pheasants Forever, The Nature Conservancy, and the Minnesota Deer Hunter’s Association which have contributed
funding for previous acquisitions. We coordinate efforts with these groups to develop complimentary proposals that prevent
duplication and enhance outcomes. 

Explain Partners, Supporters, & Opposit ion:

We continually work with partners and 3rd party interests for prioritizing land. We do not want to compete for lands and in other cases
it provides the opportunity to collaborate. The private landowners with interest in their lands becoming state owned public lands are
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very supportive. Each LG U is worked with directly and sometimes they raised questions about state ownership, but were generally
satisfied with our response. We are very cautious about acquiring ag land due to the needs by farmers, but in this area quite
frequently, the agricultural fields and forests are heavily intermixed.

Addit ional Comments:
Exceptional challenges, expectations, failures, opportunities, or unique aspects of program

Each parcel had it's own challenges. From title issues and boundary issues to appraised values. Several projects offers were refused
late in the time period. Both parcels (in combinations with ML16 funds) would have more than utilized up the ML14 funds. Property
lines, encroachments and other issues also affected the ability and / or timing of closing opportunities.

Other Funds Received:

Not Listed

Ho w were the fund s  used  to  ad vanced  the p ro g ram:

This project helps to meet the goals of the Environmental and Natural Resources Trust Fund through protection of the state’s air, water,
land, fish, wildlife and other natural resources via the acquisition of state forest land.  Specifically this project addresses land and water
habitat fragmentation, degradation, loss and conversion goals of the fund’s six year action plan. 

 This project helps to meet the goals of the Clean Water Fund through protection of watersheds in a managed forested state that retain
and filter water to improve stream water quality. 

What is the plan to sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are
expended:

Forest Management Investment Account (FMIA) and Bonding for Roads and Silviculture. If lands acquired are forested and in an active
growing state, no additional costs are needed to manage these lands. Costs may actually be reduced if the acquired land reduces the
miles of state/private boundaries, as these boundaries will not need to be surveyed or posted. Some acquired properties may require
some forest restoration, including tree planting. In these cases these costs will come from the Bonding for Roads and Silviculture and
FMIA funds. Revenue produced from acquired lands from tree harvest will be deposited in the FMIA fund and used for future
management.

Outcomes:
The original accomplishment plan stated the program would
P ro g rams in so utheast fo rest reg io n:

High priority riparian lands, forestlands, and savannas are protected from parcelization and fragmentation
Landlocked public properties have increased access for land managers
Forestlands and savannas are protected from parceliazation and fragmentation and accessible for resource management purposes
Large corridors and complexes of biologically diverse wildlife habitat typical of the unglaciated region are restored and protected
Remnant goat prairies are perpetually protected
Rivers, streams, and surrounding vegetation provide corridors of habitat

Ho w wil l  the o utco mes b e measured  and  evaluated ?

The principle outcome to measure is acres of critical habitat protected. The goal was 369 acres, this project achieved 203 acres. Other
metrics included a reduction of state/private boundaries (reduced by 3720 feet), acres of state land provided access (1116 acres) and
feet of shoreline protected (2000 feet). 
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Budget Spreadsheet

Final Budget line item reallocations are allowed up to 10% and do not need require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Total Amount: $950,000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name Request S pent Cash Leverag e (anticipated) Cash Leverag e (received) Leverag e S o urce T o ta l (o rig ina l) T o ta l (fina l)
Perso nnel $0 $0 $100,000 $100,000 G enera l Fund $100,000 $100,000
Co ntra cts $38,000 $35,900 $0 $1,400 G enera l Fund $38,000 $37,300
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $838,400 $666,700 $0 $0 $838,400 $666,700
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $10,000 $0 $0 $0 $10,000 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services $57,000 $52,700 $0 $9,900 G enera l Fund $57,000 $62,600
Direct Suppo rt Services $6,600 $4,200 $0 $0 $6,600 $4,200
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $950,000 $759,500 $100,000 $111,300 $1,050,000 $870,800

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years S pent Cash Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Pro ject Ma na g er 0.25 4.00 $0 $100,000 G enera l Fund $100,000

To ta l 0.25 4.00 $0 $100,000 $100,000

Explain any budget challenges or successes:

The only budgeting challenge was being able to spend the funds due to offer rejections or landowners selling to others after we had
invested initial funds.

All revenues received by the recipient that have been generated f rom activit ies on land with money
f rom the OHF:
Total Revenue: $0
Revenue Spent: $0
Revenue Balance: $0
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 369 203 0 0 369 203

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 0 0 371 203 0 0 371 203

T ab le 2. T o tal  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $940,000 $759,500 $0 $0 $940,000 $759,500

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $10,000 $0 $0 $0 $10,000 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $0 $0 $950,000 $759,500 $0 $0 $950,000 $759,500

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 369 203 0 0 0 0 369 203

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 0 0 371 203 0 0 0 0 371 203

T ab le 4. T o tal  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $940,000 $759,500 $0 $0 $0 $0 $940,000 $759,500

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $10,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $10,000 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $0 $0 $950,000 $759,500 $0 $0 $0 $0 $950,000 $759,500

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  (o rig inal)

0
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T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  ( f inal)

.34 miles protected.

Explain the success/shortage of  acre goals:

Several challenges occurred with meeting acreage goals including rejected offers. We were spent 78%  of our allocation but only
achieved 55 percent of our goals. This was related to working with multiple landowners on acquisitions and investing in the 'upfront'
costs. Once the offers were rejected, we did not have enough time to pursue other parcels. Attempts were made for and additional
349 acres but the offers were rejected or parcels sold to others.
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Parcel List

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Fillmore
Name T RDS Acres O HF Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ? Descriptio n

RJD-Arenda hl2 10409225 12 $22,500 No Full No t Applica ble Sta te  fo res t inho lding . Reduce
bo unda ry by .5 miles

G oodhue
Name T RDS Acres O HF Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ? Descriptio n

Wells  Creek 11214224 40 $ No Full Full
Fo rested la nd, co nso lida tes
s ta te  fo res t a nd reduces
bo unda ries  by 1/4 mile

Houston
Name T RDS Acres O HF Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ? Descriptio n

Jefferso n 1 10104232 96 $295,131 No Full Full
Fo rested la nd, co so lida tes
s ta te  fo res t a nd reduces
bo unda ries  by 1 mile .

Winona
Name T RDS Acres O HF Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ? Descriptio n

Richmo nd 10605216 55 $165,862 No Full Full
Fo rested la nd, co nso lida tes
s ta te  fo res t a nd reduces
bo unda ries  by 1/4 mile

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Completed Parcel: Jefferson 1

# o f T o ta l Acres: 96
Co unty: Ho usto n
T o wnship: 101
Rang e: 04
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 32
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest: 96.33
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline: 0 (Linea r Feet)
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: DNR - Fo restry
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name: Ro bert Milne
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Ro a d
Annual Repo rting  City: St. Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55304
Annual Repo rting  Email: bo b.milne@sta te .mn.us
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 651-259-5270
Purchase Date: Februa ry 23, 2017
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $284,000
Appra ised Va lue: $284,000
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $11,131
Assessed Va lue: $293,100
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $295,131
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Fo restry -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er: DNR Fo restry, RJ Do rer SFT
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Completed Parcel: Richmond

# o f T o ta l Acres: 55
Co unty: Wino na
T o wnship: 106
Rang e: 05
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 16
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest: 55
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: DNR - Fo restry
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name: Ro bert Milne
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Ro a d
Annual Repo rting  City: St. Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55155-0044
Annual Repo rting  Email: bo b.milne@sta te .mn.us
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 651-259-5270
Purchase Date: July 24, 2015
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $153,325
Appra ised Va lue: $152,000
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $7,654
Assessed Va lue: $204,000
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $168,311
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Fo restry -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er: Lewis to n Fo restry Area
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Completed Parcel: RJD-Arendahl2

# o f T o ta l Acres: 12
Co unty: Fillmo re
T o wnship: 104
Rang e: 09
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 25
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest: 11.69
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: DNR - Fo restry
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name: Ro bert Milne
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Ro a d
Annual Repo rting  City: St. Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55304
Annual Repo rting  Email: bo b.milne@sta te .mn.us
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 651-259-5270
Purchase Date: July 24, 2017
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $15,730
Appra ised Va lue: $15,730
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $8,187
Assessed Va lue: $14,300
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $23,917
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Fo restry -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er: DNR Fo restry, RD Do rer SFT
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Completed Parcel: Wells Creek

# o f T o ta l Acres: 40
Co unty: G o o dhue
T o wnship: 112
Rang e: 14
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 24
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest: 40
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: DNR - Fo restry
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name: Ro bert Milne
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Ro a d
Annual Repo rting  City: St. Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55304
Annual Repo rting  Email: bo b.milne@sta te .mn.us
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 651-259-5270
Purchase Date: July 22, 2016
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $215,000
Appra ised Va lue: $215,000
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $0
Assessed Va lue: $189,400
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $0
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Fo restry -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er: DNR Fo restry, RJ Do rer SFT
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Parcel Map

State Forest Acquisitions Phase 2 - RJ Dorer Memorial
Hardwoods State Forest Land Asset Project

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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