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Description of the Office of the State Auditor

The mission of the Office of the State Auditor is to oversee local government finances for 
Minnesota taxpayers by helping to ensure financial integrity and accountability in local 
governmental financial activities.

Through financial, compliance, and special audits, the State Auditor oversees and ensures that 
local government funds are used for the purposes intended by law and that local governments 
hold themselves to the highest standards of financial accountability. 

The State Auditor performs approximately 150 financial and compliance audits per year and has 
oversight responsibilities for over 3,300 local units of government throughout the state. The 
office currently maintains five divisions:

Audit Practice - conducts financial and legal compliance audits of local governments; 

Government Information - collects and analyzes financial information for cities, towns, 
counties, and special districts;

Legal/Special Investigations - provides legal analysis and counsel to the Office and responds to 
outside inquiries about Minnesota local government law; as well as investigates allegations of 
misfeasance, malfeasance, and nonfeasance in local government;

Pension - monitors investment, financial, and actuarial reporting for approximately 650 public 
pension funds; and 

Tax Increment Financing - promotes compliance and accountability in local governments’ use 
of tax increment financing through financial and compliance audits. 

The State Auditor serves on the State Executive Council, State Board of Investment, Land 
Exchange Board, Public Employees Retirement Association Board, Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency, and the Rural Finance Authority Board. 

Office of the State Auditor 
525 Park Street, Suite 500 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55103 
(651) 296-2551
state.auditor@osa.state.mn.us
www.auditor.state.mn.us

This document can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Call (651) 296-2551 
[voice] or 1-800-627-3529 [relay service] for assistance; or visit the State Auditor’s web site: 
www.auditor.state.mn.us.
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Taxes.

Property Taxes. 

Tax Increments. 

All Other Taxes

Special Assessments.

Licenses and Permits. 

3



Intergovernmental Revenues. 

Federal Grants. 

State General Purpose Aid. 

State Categorical Aid. 

Grants from County/Other Local Units

Charges for Services. 

Fines and Forfeits. 

Interest on Investments. 

All Other Revenues. 

Other Financing Sources 

Proceeds from Bond Sales

Other Financing Sources. 

Transfers from Other Funds

4



General Government. 

Public Safety. 

Streets and Highways. 

Sanitation.

Human Services. 

Health.

Culture and Recreation. 

Conservation of Natural Resources

5



Economic Development and Housing. 

All Other Current Expenditures. 

Streets and Highways Capital Outlay

All Other Capital Outlay. 

Principal.

Interest and Fiscal Charges. 

Other Financing Uses.

Transfers to Other Funds. 
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Increase/(Decrease) in Fund Balance.

Net Unrealized Gain or (Loss) from Investments

Total Property Tax Levy. 
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