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2016 Drive the Great River Road Month - Minnesota Promotion
Fall Road Trip Minnesota: 10 “Glimpses of America” via the Great River Road

Goals

To raise awareness of Great River Road and its ability to connect the public to events and places in Minnesota’s history
that reflect the state’s connection to the building of the United States. Get people to drive the Great River Road for even
just a few of the stops that may be nearest them and to plan a trip for the future.

MN-MRPC Member Agency Promotion
Requested promotion assistance from MN-MRPC member agencies. Special thanks to the agencies for their help!!
e EMT Express Online Industry Newsletter
e Featured on EMT Website under “Travel Ideas” - http://www.exploreminnesota.com/travel-ideas/10-glimpses-of-
america-via-the-great-river-road/ '
MNHS Social Media
MnDOT Facebook Post (4,180 people reached, 28 reactions, comments or shares)
MnDOT Newsline Article to 5,000 MnDOT employees

Governor’s Proclamation
Requested and received, posted during the month at www.mnmississippiriver.com.

MN GRR Social Media
Facebook (Great River Road MN): Posted weekly about 2-3 of the featured sites. Promoted 10 state contest.
Twitter (@GreatRiverRdAMN) — Promoted 10 state contest. 4 tweets during September
e 12 Facebook posts from September 1 to September 29 (ten featured sites, two sweepstakes posts)
e Total Facebook reach - 789 (compared to 328 and 411 the two months prior, which were also high months)
e Top Facebook posts — MNRRA, Savanna Portage, Weisman Museum, sweepstakes “final chance”
e Posts/shares included (both Facebook & Twitter) - Red Wing VCB, Visit Grand Rapids, St. Cloud Times, Cathy
Wurzer (MPR)

MN Great River Road Website
General information was posted on September 1 about the promotion and GRR, along with links to National GRR contest
and Governor’s Proclamation. Added weekly posts, photos and links to featured sites.

e 124,830 website hits from September 4 — 30

e 1,335 MN Great River Road Map/Travel Planners downloaded from September 4 — 30

e Top referral sites — Google, MNDOT, Bing, experiencemississippiriver, Explore MN

e Numbers relatively consistent with other months

Feature Schedule
e Week of Sept 6 - Great Dakota Gathering; Mississippi National River & Recreation Area
e Week of Sept 12 - Forest History Center; Historic Fort Snelling; Savanna Portage
e Week of Sept 19 - Charles A Lindbergh Historic Site; Mill City Museum
o Week of Sept 26 - National Eagle Center; Federal Dam; Weisman Art Museum “Silver River” Exhibit

News Release
General: Provided draft release to featured sites along with request for photos. Sent release week after Labor Day to
media list and distribution partners (CVBs/Chambers, State Parks, Intepretive Centers, Welcome Centers, etc.).
Localized Media: Third week of September, sent release with specific customized message and photo to local community
papers of featured sites.

e Articles - Red Wing Republican Eagle Editorial, Grand Rapids Herald Review Article

e Increased communication with partners/featured sites and receipt of photos/comments

Print Materials
10-State Great River Road Maps were provided to Interpretive Centers as needed to replenish their supplies. 10-State and
Minnesota Maps also provided in bulk to partners upon request.

e Total shipped during September - 2,750 10-State Maps, 400 MN GRR Maps

Lessons Learned/Plans for Next Year
e Set up Google Alert to pick up more news stories
e Start planning concepts in May at MN-MRPC Quarterly Meeting
e More and earlier interaction with CVBs
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On Aug. 11, Gov. Mark Dayton 1ssued a proclamation

that September would be desi d as “Drive the Great
River Road Month” in all 10 of the Mississippi River
states from Lake Itasca to the Gulf of Mexico. In
Minnesota, the Great River Road stretches 565 miles
and includes federal interstates, state, county and local
roads. The road features 10 interpretive centers, 20
counties and 43 communities; each with a story of their
own to tell.

“It's become an annual tradition for many people to
check out the fall colors in Minnesota,” said Carol Zoff,
Great River Road program manager, Office of
Environmental Stewardship. “The “Drive the Great
River Road” campaign encourages travelers to consider
the Mississippi River as their trip destination. By
following the Great River Road (the network of
roadways that abut the Mississippi River) you not only

: get to some of the state’s pristine out-of-the-way places,
mgema;SJﬁmgsmgrﬁ;:ejgf you gain a perspective on Minnesota’s role in the

county and local roads. Photo courtesy ofthe  development of the nation.”
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Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission

300 33t Avenue South, Suite 101  Waite Park, Minnesota 56387
Phone: 651-341-4196 e E-Mail: info@MnMississippiRiver.com

Members of the House: Sheldon Johnson (DFL — 67B) — Chair Members of the Senate: David Senjem (R — 25); Patricia Torres Ray (DFL -
63) State Agency Appointees: Paul Hugunin — Agriculture, Scott Bradley — Transportation, Adam Johnson — Explore Minnesota Tourism,
Keith Parker — Natural Resources, Andrea Kajer — Historical Society Regional Appointees: Nancy Salminen — Lake ltasca to Grand Rapids,
Open — Grand Rapids to Brainerd, Karl Samp —Brainerd to Elk River, Cordelia Pierson — Elk River to Hastings, Sheronne Mulry — Hastings to
lowa Border Member at Large: Anne Lewis

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACTS: Chris Miller, Director, Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission, 651-341-4196
Anne Lewis, Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission Member, 410-493-0362

Fall Road Trip Minnesota: 10 “Glimpses of America” via the Great River Road

Waite Park, MN (September 7, 2016) There’s no better time than the fall to get out on the road in Minnesota.
There’s no snow yet, construction is witling down, and usually there’s been a frost up north reducing the
mosquito population.

This year, think beyond the traditional fall color trip and consider using the Mississippi River as your guide. By
following the Great River Road, the network of roadways and trails that abut the Mississippi River, you not only
get to some of the state’s out-of-the-way places, you gain a perspective on Minnesota’s role in the development
of the nation. Plus, September is Drive the Great River Road month, a 10-state promotion to bring Americans
closer to their great river.

Here are 10 Minnesota places where you can glimpse America without leaving the state. They're not the usual
tourist destinations, but they tell important stories of our country and state from the Mississippi River bank.

1. Federal Dam (Cass County): Did you know that as early as 1866, the Army Corps of Engineers was
trying to manage the flow of the Mississippi River to protect shipping and milling interests in
Minneapolis and St. Paul? Routinely faced with diminishing flow in the river after July, the millers at St.
Anthony Falls and navigation interests turned to Congress and the Corps to build the Headwaters
Reservoirs. Federal Dam, just off the Great River Road and beside Lake Winnibigoshish, gets its name
from this mammoth engineering feat shortly after the civil war.

2. Forest History Center (Grand Rapids, Itasca County): This Minnesota Historical Society site and Great
River Road Interpretive Center is devoted to telling the story of Minnesota’s forests and their role
building America from right after the Civil War up through the early 20" century. Now, its exhibits also
tell of modern forestry practices and products that help drive today’s economy.

3. Savanna Portage State Park (McGregor, Aitkin County): Savanna Portage was a canoe portage used by
Native Americans for centuries before being used by European explorers, fur traders, Voyageurs and
missionaries of the 18" and 19" centuries to link the Mississippi River waterways of the west with the
Great Lakes to the east. It's on the National Register of Historic Places for having state-level
significance in the themes of commerce, exploration/settlement and transportation.

4. Charles A. Lindbergh Historic Site (Little Falls, Morrison County) Charles Lindbergh’s 1927 flight to Paris
from New York launched the American aviation revolution. But his boyhood on the Mississippi River was
his first launching pad. A National Historic Landmark, the original Lindbergh home and visitor center
chronicles his life and his impact on America.

5. Mill City Museum (Minneapolis, Hennepin County): This Minnesota Historical Society site and Great
River Road Interpretive Center beside the Mississippi River commemorates the state’s milling history
where the world’s largest flour mill once resided. You can see how the fortunes of Minnesota’s
agriculture and the Mississippi River were intertwined to build today’s American food industry.

6. The Weisman Art Museum University of Minnesota - “Silver River” Exhibit (Frederick R. Weisman
Museum, Minneapolis, Hennepin County): Works by a dozen artists chronicle the Mississippi’s role in
industrialization of the state and the nation.




7. Historic Fort Snelling (Hennepin County): Another Minnesota Historical Society site and Great River
Road Interpretive Center, it's breathtaking in fall as well as historic. Home to exhibits on early North
American exploration, relations with First Nations People, U.S. and Minnesota military history, this
National Historic Landmark gets its significance from its promontory atop the intersection of the
Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers in the early days of the state.

8. Mississippi National River Recreation Area (St. Paul, Ramsey County): The only National Park devoted
to the Mississippi River, this 72-mile park incorporates urban and parkland settings along with on-the-
water experiences and history and science. Start at the newly remodeled Visitor Center in the Science
Museum of Minnesota.

9. National Eagle Center (Wabasha, Wabasha County): If you're a birder or just an admirer of America’s
emblematic bird, this is the place for all-things-eagle. Great naturalist explanations and eagle learning
programs with an eye to the role of the Mississippi River Valley Flyway.

10. Great Dakota Gathering, Homecoming and Powwow (Winona, Winona County): This year’s theme,
Nurturing Sacred Earth and Water, frames the September 10-11 annual event sponsored by the
Winona Dakota Unity Alliance and aimed at both learning and celebrating the heritage of the peoples of
the area.

September is Drive the Great River Road Month in all 10 of the Mississippi River states from Lake Itasca to the
Gulf of Mexico. Minnesota’s Great River Road stretches 565 miles and includes federal interstates, state and
county roads and like the Mississippi River meanders through the whole state. It features 10 Interpretive
Centers, 20 counties, and 43 communities, each with a story of their own to tell. For more information visit
WWW.mnmississippiriver.com and www.experiencemississippiriver.com.
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Minnesota Mississippi River Parkway Commission

The MN-MRPC is defined by Minnesota statute. But its real definition is found in its steadfast
stewardship of public access to the Mississippi River, since the MRPC was established in
10 states in 1938.

This modest state commission coordinates and links together key Minnesota travel
infrastructure and Mississippi River communities with one goal: Ensure safe and scenic public
access — via roadways, bike paths, hiking trails, interpretive centers, and water trails — to the
Mississippi River.

MN-MRPC has been doing this job since 1963, leveraging the resources of MnDOT, DNR,
Explore Minnesota Tourism, MN Dept. of Agriculture, Minnesota Historical Society;
and the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area as a technical advisor and
partner.

MN-MRPC leverages an annual budget of about $65,000 and the work of citizen
commissioners for initiatives such as production of 28,000 Minnesota Great River Road maps
for 53 distribution partners and a web site that saw over 97,000 visits in this year’s off-season
between October and March. http://www.mnmississippiriver.com

Of the MN-MRPC's 53 distribution locations, 70 percent are non-metro river communities
and, of the 19 partner chambers of commerce and convention and visitor bureaus, 74 percent
are in greater Minnesota.

Economic Impact of Tourism on Minnesota Mississippi River Communities
(with data from 2017 Tourism & Economy Fact Sheet, Explore Minnesota Tourism)

Over $10 billion in gross leisure & hospitality sales in Minnesota’s 21 Mississippi River counties
in 2015 (72% of the state total)

Over $680 million in sales tax from leisure & hospitality sales in 2015 in Mississippi River
counties (73% of the state total)

Over 180,000 jobs in private sector of Minnesota leisure & hospitality industry in 2015 in
Mississippi River counties (71% of the state total)

Brainerd, St. Cloud, Red Wing, Minneapolis, St. Paul and others involved in substantial riverfront
development investment for their cities’ futures.

12 Mississippi River Parkway Commission-designated Interpretive Centers attract thousands
of travelers and residents along the Mississippi River annually.

MN-MRPC has a history of successful grant projects including the recent Federal
Highway Administration and National Park Service $700,000+ project managed with MnDOT.
This project included installing Mississippi River Trail wayshowing signage, print maps, corridor
management webpages, and a new 10 — 15 year Corridor Management Plan to guide the
Commission and local communities.



Since 1992, MN-MRPC has supported over $4 million in federal grants to Great River
Road projects, ensuring local community input into overlooks, rest areas, interpretation, maps,
marketing, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, wayshowing, and historic preservation.

Bicycling — a growing, substantial Minnesota tourism segment — is part of the Great River Road
via the Mississippi River Trail (MRT), an MRPC partner organization. An annual Headwaters
to Hills Ride has been held since 2015.

Increased Mississippi River on-water tourism ranges from kayak sharing in the Mississippi
National River and Recreation Area to international riverboat tourism, adding tourism dollars to
multiple communities.

10-State Great River Road Network Leverages State Efforts

MN-MRPC is part of the 10-state Mississippi River Parkway Commission that leverages
resources for the full length of the Mississippi River and Great River Road. The Great
River Road — a network of existing roads — was launched in 1938 and is now a 3,000 mile, 10-
state route.

The current 10-state MRPC Pilot (Chair) is a citizen-member of the MN-MRPC.

The 10-state MRPC produces Great River Road and Mississippi River marketing information to
be distributed at multiple locations in all 10 states; manages a Great River Road website
providing exposure, promotion and connections especially important to small
communities along the river. There were over 209,000 website visits in 2016, 16,000 e-
newsletter subscribers, and over 5,000 downloads of a new app. The MRPC also promotes
Mississippi River travel internationally. https://experiencemississippiriver.com

2019 Year of the Great River Road for the Mississippi River Connections Collaborative — will
leverage federal agency, 10-state MRPC and MRT marketing and programming to focus
nationally on Great River Road exploration in all ten Mississippi River states, including Minnesota
as the Headwaters State.

The 10-state MRPC is currently represented on the U.S. Department of Transportation’s

National Advisory Committee on Travel and Tourism Infrastructure created by the
FAST Act to advise the Department on tourism infrastructure needs.

April 2017



H.F. No. 2800/ Chapter 152 - sponsored by MnMRPC
Subd. 3. Great River Road $4,299,000
For predesign, design, construction, and restoration of
historic roadside properties on the Great River Road. The

commissioner shall consult with the Minnesota Mississippi
River Parkway Commission to determine project priorities.

Lake City Concourse

Camp Ripley Walls & Gates

St. Cloud Historic Marker
National Grange Historic Marker
Burns Ave Overlook

Sibley Pioneer Church Memorial
Minnesota Training School Walls and Gate
Ft. Beauharnois Historic Marker
Lake City Concourse

Reads Landing Overlook
LaCrescent Overlook

LaCrescent State Entry Marker
Reno Springs Roadside Rest Area

Great River Road Explorer’s Guide

Utilizing National Scenic Byway, MN150 and Commission
funds the Commission printed 35,000 copies of this guide
featuring letters home from each of Minnesota’s six
Great River Road destination areas.

GRR Destination Area Map Tablets

Marketing Committee developing new collateral piece
featuring 6 maps for each of the GRR Destination Areas.
Feature content is MNGrown and healthy/green travel.

Group Travel Promotion

Presentations at the Great Northern Group Travel Show
and the Explore Minnesota Tourism Mississippi
Familiarization Tour events.

Transportation Context Sensitive Solutions

TH 23 DeSoto Bridge Naming Committee

TH 10 Elk River realignment review and comments

TH 52 Lafayette Bridge CRAVE and bicycle meetings
TH 61 Hastings Bridge CRAVE, VQM, Bike and Ped,
Interpretive Plaza &Traffic Calming Committees

TH 61 Gilbert Bridge review and comments

TH 43 Winona Bridge CRAVE

1-90 Dresbach Bridge CRAVE and PAC

CAPX2020 risk assessment, proposed alignment reviews
TH 61 Cottage Grove to TH 10 Value Engineering Study

MnMRPC - Great River Road Program
April 2017

Great River Road Interpretive Panels

National Scenic Byway and Commission funds are used to
develop six panels each in 4 of 21 counties along the
byway, creating a roadside storybook that drives visitors
to things to see and do in each county.

Mississippi River Trail (MRT)

Utilizing a Department of Interior grant Mn/DOT
confirmed the route, developed a sign plan, fabricated
the signs ($15K) and distributed them for local
installation from Dayton to the Vermillion River.

Worked with MnDOT Transit Office to develop state wide
Mississippi River Trail implementation plan including
MnMRPC securing FHWA and National Park Service grants
to sign the 800 mile route in MN connecting with the
other nine Mississippi River States.

Bena Trail (TH 2)
MnMRPC and MnDOT supported funding for development
of the Bena Trail on TH 2 which provided bicycle and
pedestrian facilities serving both tourists and residents of
the Leech Lake Reservation.

Transportation Alternative Program funds

MnMRPC review and letters of support help five Area
Transportation Partnership organizations select projects
receiving Transportation Alternative Program funds,
including 12 GRR community projects seeking $7.3M
matched with $12.9M local funds improving byway
traveler experiences.

Great River Road as part of the Mn Scenic Byway
Program

Byways have successfully competed for 173 projects
totaling $17,053,577 million in National Scenic Byway
Discretionary Grant funds since 1992. These projects
have served as an impetus for action for local byway
groups, state agencies and local governments.



