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Cost of Report Preparation

The total cost for the Office of the Secretary of State to prepare this report was approximately
$815. Most of these costs involved staff time in compiling and analyzing data, and preparing the
written report. Incidental costs include paper, copying, and other office supplies.

Estimated costs are provided in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 2016, section 3.197,
requiring the cost for preparing a report to be provided at the beginning of a report to the
legislature.

Introduction

This mandated report was prepared in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 203B.28,
requiring the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State to prepare a statistical report related to
absentee voting in the most recent general election. Specifically, Minnesota Statutes, section
203B.28, requires:

By January 15 of every odd-numbered year, the secretary of state
shall provide to the chair and ranking minority members of the
legislative committees with jurisdiction over elections a statistical
report related to absentee voting in the most recent general election
cycle. The statistics must be organized by county, and include:

(1) the number of absentee ballots transmitted to voters;
(2) the number of absentee ballots returned by voters;

(3) the number of absentee ballots that were rejected, categorized
by the reason for rejection;

(4) the number of absentee ballots submitted pursuant to sections
203B.16 to 203B.27, along with the number of returned ballots that
were accepted, rejected, and the reason for any rejections; and

(5) the number of absentee ballots that were not counted because
the ballot return envelope was received after the deadlines provided
in this chapter.



Overview of Absentee Ballot Data for 2016

This mandated report provides data on the number of absentee ballot envelopes accepted and
rejected and the reasons for rejection. While this data is important, it is equally important to
know how many eligible voters successfully cast ballots and how many did not. As such, this
report provides both the number of rejected ballots by county as well as the number of voters
whose absentee ballots were ultimately rejected and not counted. The data on voters only
counts each voter once; a voter who had multiple ballots rejected is only counted in the
category in which their latest ballot was rejected. If their last ballot was not rejected, but was
received late, they are instead accounted for in the category “received late.” This data reflects
data entered into the system by county auditors and municipal clerks and relies on the accuracy
of their data entry.

Please also note: In addition to the numbers on rejected and accepted absentee ballots, there
were 572 voters who had their absentee ballot rejected and successfully voted at their polling
place on election day.



Key to Rejection Reasons

Voter Name Not Match — The name on the voter’s absentee ballot application did not match
the name on the voter’s absentee ballot return envelope.

Voter Address Not Match — The address on the voter’s absentee ballot application did not
match the address on the voter’s absentee ballot return envelope.

No Voter Signature — The voter did not sign the certificate printed on the absentee ballot
return envelope.

Numbers & Signature Not Match — When compared to the voter’s absentee ballot application,
neither the voter’s identification numbers nor the voter’s signature provided on the absentee
ballot return envelope matched. This could also occur when a voter provided one number on
their online application (DL vs. SSN), but provided a different number on their return materials.

Voter Reg App Not Included — The voter was not already registered at this address and failed to
include a voter registration application in the absentee ballot return envelope.

Voter Reg App Return Separate — The voter was not already registered at this address and
failed to include a voter registration application in the absentee ballot return envelope. It was
returned separately, but less than 21 days before the election -- after the deadline for
preregistering to vote.

Voter Reg App Not Signed — The voter was not already registered at this address and did
enclose a voter registration application, but failed to sign it.

Voter Reg App Deficient — The voter was not already registered at this address and did enclose
a voter registration application, but failed to include other required information.

No Witness Signature — The voter’s witness did not sign the certification on the absentee ballot
envelope.

No Witness Address, Title or Stamp — The voter’s witness did not provide a Minnesota address,
their title indicating that they are an official authorized to give oaths, or a notary stamp on the
absentee ballot envelope.

Witness Not Mark Proof — The voter was not already registered at this address and was
therefore required to show proof of residence to the witness. The witness did not indicate on
the absentee ballot return envelope which proof of residence the voter provided.

Already Voted — The voter already had another absentee ballot accepted and counted or
already voted in-person in the polling place.



Regular Absentee Ballot Summary

November 8, 2016 Regular Absentee Ballot Summary By County
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Aitkin 1,777 1,814 1 1,732 1,708 24 11 4 1,736
Anoka 39,190 39,840 38 37,416 37,013 403 183 108 37,524
Becker 2,834 2,863 4 2,780 2,752 28 8 6 2,786
Beltrami 3,689 3,730 13 3,552 3,515 37 18 0 3,552
Benton 2,569 2,636 10 2,399 2,341 58 29 0 2,399
Big Stone 329 329 0 312 311 1 1 1 313
Blue Earth 5,519 5,623 36 5,355 5,273 82 21 19 5,374
Brown 1,779 1,798 1 1,706 1,702 4 4 5 1,711
Carlton 2,795 2,795 0 2,660 2,653 7 7 0 2,660
Carver 12,160 12,352 0 11,705 11,516 189 91 75 11,780
Cass 2,825 2,886 23 2,748 2,703 45 23 7 2,755
Chippewa 862 862 1 795 784 11 11 5 800
Chisago 4,937 4,987 2 4,732 4,692 40 17 32 4,764
Clay 4,681 4,789 2 4,528 4,451 77 26 27 4,555
Clearwater 518 526 0 494 488 6 2 0 494
Cook 522 527 1 517 507 10 4 0 517
Cottonwood 687 717 1 684 658 26 8 3 687
Crow Wing 6,935 7,092 9 6,756 6,620 136 67 22 6,778
Dakota 65,091 66,106 92 62,424 61,443 981 471 225 62,649
Dodge 1,154 1,185 14 1,104 1,076 28 14 12 1,116
Douglas 3,980 4,038 11 3,888 3,850 38 11 20 3,908
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Faribault 798 825 1 768 745 23 11 0 768
Fillmore 1,023 1,044 10 957 937 20 13 0 957
Freeborn 2,588 2,635 1 2,386 2,358 28 12 5 2,391
Goodhue 4,289 4,394 9 4,102 4,019 83 30 18 4,120
Grant 374 386 2 352 351 1 1 0 352
Hennepin 209,333 213,826 379 201,722 199,256 2,466 1,097 643 202,365
Houston 1,266 1,272 2 1,202 1,200 2 2 10 1,212
Hubbard 2,088 2,122 2 2,032 1,999 33 11 7 2,039
Isanti 3,340 3,419 1 3,226 3,163 63 25 14 3,240
Itasca 3,510 3,591 9 3,399 3,342 57 22 6 3,405
Jackson 614 618 2 581 576 5 3 584
Kanabec 1,213 1,218 1 1,145 1,140 5 3 1,148
Kandiyohi 4,108 4,181 0 3,846 3,768 78 25 0 3,846
Kittson 223 223 0 212 212 0 0 0 212
Koochiching 1,282 1,284 2 1,261 1,257 4 4 0 1,261
Lac Qui Parle 423 441 0 405 389 16 3 2 407
Lake 939 961 1 891 870 21 8 8 899
Lake Of The
Woods 302 309 0 296 294 2 1 0 296
Le Sueur 1,601 1,650 1 1,548 1,501 47 14 6 1,554
Lincoln 294 294 2 269 269 0 0 0 269
Lyon 1,718 1,765 7 1,659 1,610 49 26 12 1,671
McLeod 2,418 2,446 0 2,341 2,324 17 8 0 2,341
Mahnomen 222 231 1 213 208 5 0 0 213
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Marshall 408 408 0 169 169 0 0 0 169
Martin 1,543 1,547 0 1,452 1,447 5 4 1 1,453
Meeker 1,469 1,490 1 1,411 1,401 10 1 12 1,423
Mille Lacs 1,692 1,692 3 1,600 1,591 9 9 4 1,604
Morrison 2,261 2,261 0 2,167 2,167 0 0 0 2,167
Mower 2,731 2,767 10 2,610 2,563 a7 30 16 2,626
Murray 538 539 2 519 515 4 2 1 520
Nicollet 2,490 2,491 4 2,376 2,372 4 3 7 2,383
Nobles 1,345 1,345 2 1,306 1,301 5 5 0 1,306
Norman 379 380 1 360 360 0 0 3 363
Olmsted 17,699 17,982 8 16,806 16,579 191 82 120 16,926
Otter Tail 4,728 4,766 5 4,550 4,516 34 9 18 4,568
Pennington 978 1,000 2 950 935 15 2 4 954
Pine 1,634 1,680 2 1,578 1,539 39 15 5 1,583
Pipestone 560 572 0 541 527 14 4 1 542
Polk 1,828 1,877 4 1,738 1,703 35 12 3 1,741
Pope 909 931 6 881 866 15 8 2 883
Ramsey 65,446 67,090 136 63,429 62,334 1,092 421 23 63,452
Red Lake 158 161 0 150 149 1 1 150
Redwood 893 907 1 848 835 13 3 851
Renville 743 743 0 701 686 15 15 703
Rice 6,402 6,615 11 6,089 5,940 149 53 22 6,111
Rock 637 639 0 615 615 0 0 3 618
Roseau 1,031 1,045 1 972 960 12 4 5 977
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St. Louis 16,067 16,359 58 14,831 14,639 192 110 91 14,922
Scott 12,984 13,183 23 12,329 12,149 180 98 64 12,393
Sherburne 7,898 7,987 37 7,628 7,558 70 23 27 7,655
Sibley 697 704 4 655 649 6 2 6 661
Stearns 11,857 12,077 1 11,281 11,025 256 93 0 11,281
Steele 2,944 2,975 2 2,827 2,793 30 14 0 2,827
Stevens 623 644 0 597 577 19 6 2 599
Swift 457 457 0 426 426 0 0 0 426
Todd 1,159 1,178 0 1,116 1,094 22 10 9 1,125
Traverse 263 268 0 261 255 6 2 0 261
Wabasha 1,507 1,508 0 1,432 1,431 1 1 11 1,443
Wadena 866 866 0 829 821 8 8 3 832
Waseca 1,198 1,216 1 1,132 1,103 29 15 4 1,136
Washington 36,596 36,838 3 35,533 35,213 320 129 94 35,627
Watonwan 461 463 0 448 445 3 1 449
Wilkin 364 366 1 342 339 3 2 343
Winona 2,890 2,910 4 2,668 2,636 32 18 32 2,700
Wright 12,677 12,835 9 12,315 12,178 135 70 16 12,331
Yellow
Medicine 494 551 0 469 456 13 7 1 470
Total 639,303 650,943 1,034 614,037 605,701 8,290 3,642 1,925 615,962




Military and Overseas Absentee Ballot Summary

November 8, 2016 Military and Overseas Absentee Ballot Summary By County
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Aitkin 36 37 1 29 29 0 0 0 29
Anoka 709 723 1 492 487 5 2 37 529
Becker 66 67 0 50 49 1 0 2 52
Beltrami 106 108 0 80 80 0 0 0 80
Benton 69 72 2 49 48 1 1 0 49
Big Stone 12 12 0 9 9 0 0 0 9
Blue Earth 127 127 0 98 97 1 1 4 102
Brown 43 43 0 31 31 0 0 3 34
Carlton 61 61 0 42 42 0 0 5 47
Carver 285 295 0 207 192 15 14 20 227
Cass 57 58 0 42 42 0 0 3 45
Chippewa 29 29 0 24 24 0 0 2 26
Chisago 109 110 1 76 76 0 0 8 84
Clay 126 126 0 80 78 2 2 5 85
Clearwater 15 15 0 12 12 0 0 0 12
Cook 25 25 0 22 21 1 1 0 22
Cottonwood 34 35 0 28 28 0 0 1 29
Crow Wing 174 178 1 130 130 0 0 10 140
Dakota 1,288 1,310 2 942 930 12 8 64 1,006
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Dodge 40 45 0 30 25 5 2 2 32
Douglas 76 77 1 55 55 0 0 6 61
Faribault 25 25 0 22 22 0 0 0 22
Fillmore 34 34 0 26 25 1 1 0 26
Freeborn 46 46 0 32 31 1 1 2 34
Goodhue 107 107 1 76 76 0 0 4 80
Grant 7 7 0 5 5 0 0 0 5
Hennepin 5,098 5,299 27 3,977 3,801 176 140 260 4,237
Houston 52 52 0 37 36 1 1 0 37
Hubbard 51 51 0 35 35 0 0 2 37
Isanti 72 72 0 52 52 0 0 6 58
Itasca 77 77 0 54 54 0 0 1 55
Jackson 22 22 0 15 15 0 0 0 15
Kanabec 32 32 0 18 18 0 0 1 19
Kandiyohi 106 106 0 82 82 0 0 1 83
Kittson 10 10 0 6 6 0 0 0 6
Koochiching 49 50 0 39 39 0 0 2 41
Lac Qui Parle 9 10 0 7 6 1 1 0 7
Lake 31 31 0 24 24 0 0 2 26
Lake Of The
Woods 13 13 11 10 1 1 0 11
Le Sueur 56 59 40 38 2 2 42
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Lincoln 10 10 0 6 6 0 0 3 9
Lyon 43 43 0 28 28 0 0 3 31
Mcleod 58 58 1 43 43 0 0 1 44
Mahnomen 4 4 0 0 0 1
Marshall 14 14 0 0 0 0
Martin 48 48 0 34 33 1 1 0 34
Meeker 39 39 0 30 30 0 0 1 31
Mille Lacs 35 35 0 23 23 0 0 2 25
Morrison 46 46 0 37 37 0 0 0 37
Mower 60 62 1 48 47 1 0 2 50
Murray 15 15 0 11 11 0 0 0 11
Nicollet 78 78 0 51 51 0 0 5 56
Nobles 32 33 0 23 23 0 0 2 25
Norman 9 9 0 3 3 0 0 2 5
Olmsted 473 477 1 346 346 0 0 23 369
Otter Tail 166 166 0 109 109 0 0 7 116
Pennington 18 19 0 8 8 0 0 2 10
Pine 53 57 1 46 43 3 0 1 47
Pipestone 12 12 0 11 11 0 0 0 11
Polk 52 52 0 42 42 0 0 1 43
Pope 19 19 0 11 11 0 0 2 13
Ramsey 2,063 2,070 2 1,625 1,618 7 5 107 1,732
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Red Lake 3 3 0 2 2 0 0 0 2
Redwood 23 23 0 19 19 0 0 0 19
Renville 31 31 0 19 17 2 2 1 20
Rice 230 235 1 177 172 5 3 11 188
Rock 7 7 0 2 2 0 0 0 2
Roseau 37 38 1 28 28 0 0 29
St. Louis 514 532 0 393 372 21 10 25 418
Scott 284 285 0 185 183 2 2 10 195
Sherburne 188 189 0 133 132 1 0 137
Sibley 32 33 0 27 26 1 0 0 27
Stearns 318 318 0 243 242 1 1 14 257
Steele 65 65 0 41 40 1 1 8 49
Stevens 20 20 0 14 14 0 0 1 15
Swift 16 16 0 11 11 0 0 1 12
Todd 49 50 0 39 39 0 0 0 39
Traverse 2 2 0 2 2 0 0 0 2
Wabasha 49 49 0 38 38 0 0 1 39
Wadena 14 14 0 10 10 0 0 0 10
Waseca 48 48 0 40 40 0 0 1 41
Washington 774 784 0 575 564 11 9 33 608
Watonwan 23 23 0 21 21 0 21
Wilkin 14 14 0 11 11 0 11
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November 8, 2016 Regular Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason By County

Regular Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason

10|jeq
Sumiwqns
layy paig

paioA Apeauy|

Jooud yiew
J0N SS9UIM

44

41

dwejs
10 |11 ‘SS4ppPY
SSQUM/M ON

18

10
63

ainjeusis
SS3UM/M ON

86

10

27
82

juapyag
ddy Say 4910/

16

12

13

pausis 10N
ddy 8ay 1910/

djeuedag
pauiniay
ddy Say 1910/

papnjouj 10N
ddy Say 4910/

10

11

10

36

yole
JON 24njeusig

1 slaquinN

30

11
156

ainjeusig
1910\ ON

11

25

Y21eAl 10N
SS2.ppYy 1210/

yaen
10N SWepN 4910\

42

payoalay
Aj@rewnn
SI1910N\

11
183

18
29

21

91

23

11
17
26

67
471

14
11
11

County
Aitkin

Anoka

Becker

Beltrami

Benton

Big Stone

Blue Earth
Brown

Carlton

Carver

Cass

Chippewa

Chisago

Clay

Clearwater

Cook

Cottonwood

Crow Wing

Dakota
Dodge

Douglas

Faribault

13



November 8, 2016 Regular Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason By County
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November 8, 2016 Military and Overseas Absentee Ballot Ultimate Rejection Reason By County
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