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A BILL 

FOR AN ACT RELATING TO FORESTRY: 
REPEALING MINNESOTA STATUTES 1957, 
SECTIONS 89.01, 89.015, 89.021, 
89.d3, 89.031,-89.032i 89.033, 
89.034, 89.035, 89.036, 89.037,· 
8 9 • 0 38 , 8 9 • 12 ' 8 9 • 13 ' 8 9 • i 4.' ' 8 9 • 15 ' 
89.16, 89.17, 89.18, 89.19, 89.29 
and 89.30. 

Preliminary Draft 

Section 1. Subdivision 1. Terms~ Unless the language or context 

clearly indicates that a different meaning is intended, t-he following terms 

for the purpose of this act shall have the meanings ascribed to them. 

Subd. 2. "Department" means the department of conservation of the 

State of Minnesota. 

Subd. 3. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of conservation or his 

agent. 

Subd. 4. "Forest land" means land which is at least ten percent 

stocked by trees of any size and capable of producing t·imber, or of ex.erting 

an influence on the climate or on the water regime; land from which the trees 

described above have been removed to less than ten per cent stocking and which 

has not been developed for other use; and afforested areas. 

Subd. 5. "Timber" means trees and reproduction thereof of every size 

and species, that will or may produce forest products of value, whether stand-

ing or down, and including but not limited to logs, bolts, pulpwood, posts, 

poles, cordwood, lumber and decorative'material. 

Subd. 6. "State forest lands 1' means all lands and waters owned by the 

state within state forests, including all lands set apart under the Consti-

tution of the State of Minnesota, Article 8, Section 7 and laws enacted pur-

suant thereto, but excepting lands acquired by the state for other specific 

purposes or tax-forfeited lands held in trust for the taxing districts unless 

incorporated into state forests as otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 2. Subdivision 1. All state forest lands shall be under the con-

trol and manigement of the commissioner who shall have authority to establish, 

promulgate and enforce all necessary rules and regulations not inconsistent 

with the laws of the state for the care and management of state forests. 

Subd. 2. The commissioner shall ascertain the best methods of re-

foresting cut-over and denuded forest lands, foresting waste and pr~irie 



lands, preventing destruction of forests and lands by fire, administering 

forests ~n forestry principles, encouraging private owners to preserve and 

grow timber for commercial purposes, and conserving the forests around the 

headwaters of streams and on the watersheds of the state. 

Subd. 3. The commissioner shall cooperate with the several depart

ments of the state .and federal governments and with counties, towns and cor

porations or individuals in the preparation of plans for forest protection, 

forest management, and reforestation, using his influence toward the establish

ment of scientific forestry principles in the management, protection and pro

motion of the forest resources of the state. 

Subd. 4. The commissioner may advance education in forestry within 

the state by publications and lectures, and upon the invitation of the dir

ector of the School of Forestry of the University of Minnesota may cooperate 

with the school, and the school shall furnish such aid to him as, in the cir

cumstances, is consistent with its own proper functions. 

Subd. 5. The commissioner is authorized to establish and develop 

state forest campgrounds and may establish, promulgate and enforce all neces

sary rules and regulations not inconsistent with the laws of the state for 

the care and use of such campgrounds and charge appropriate fees for such 

uses as hereinafter specified: 

(l) Provide special parking space for automobiles or other motor 

driven vehicles in any state forest or state forest recreation area; 

(2) Provide special parking spurs and campsites for automobiles and 

tent camping and separate auto-trailer coach parking spaces. Charges for such 

space shall be according to the daily rate determined and fixed by the commis

sioner consistent with the type of fucility provideda 

(3) Provide water, sewer and electtic service to trailer or tent camp 

sites and charge a reasonable fee therefore. 

Subd. 6. All fees collected shall be deposited in a state forest 

campground fund which is hereby created in the state treasury and shall be 

used soley ~or the maintenance, operation and development of state forest 

campgrounds for which purposes they are hereby appropriated to remain avail

able until expended. 

Sec. 3. Subdivision 1. There are hereby established and re-establish

ed as state forests for growing, managing and harvesting timber and other 



forest crops and for the establishment and development of recreational areas 

and for the protection of watershed areas, and the preservation and develop

ment of rare and distinctive species of flora and fauna native to such areas, 

all lands,and waters now owned by the state and hereafter acquired by the 

~~ate, excepting lands a~quired_for other specific purposes or ta~-~orfeited 

~lands he~d in trust for the taxing districts unless incorporated therein as 

otherwise provided by law, in the townships and sections described as follows: 

.. 1.- Beltrami Island State Forest 

Township 157, Range 32; the West one-half of Townships 158 and 159, Range 

32; Townships 157, 158, and 159, Range 33; Townships 155, 156, 157, 158, 159 

and 160, Range 3.4; Townships 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160 and 161, Range 35; 

the North one-third and Sections 13, 24, 25 and 36 of Township 156, Range 36; 

Townships 157, 1~8, 159 and 160, Range 36; the South one-half and Sections 11, 

12, 13, and 14 of Township 161, Range 36; Sections 1 to 6 inclusive and Sec

tions 9 to 12 inclu$ive.of Township 156, Range 37; Townships 157, 158, 159, 

160 and the South two-thirds of Township 161, Range 37; those portions of 

Sections 1, 2, 3, 11, 12 and 13 lying northeasterly of the Roseau River in 

Township 159, Range 38; the East two-thirds of Township 160, Range 38; all 

west of the 5th principal meridian. 

2. Big Fork State Forest 

Fractional Townships 61 and 62, Range 27; west of the 4th principal merid

ian. Townships 149 and 150, Range 25; Township 150, Range 26; Township 150, 

Range 27; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

3. Birch Lakes State Forest 

Section 36, Township 127, Range 33~ west of the 5th principal meridian. 

4. Blackduck State Forest 

Townships 147, 148, and 149, Range 28; Townships 147 and 148, Range 29; 

the South one-half of Township 149, Range 29; Township 148, Range 30; Town

ship 148, Range 31; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

5. Bowstring State Forest 

The North one-half of Township 57, Range 26; Township 58, Range 26; the 

North one-half of fractional Township 57, Ran6e 27; fractional Township 58, 

Range 27; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

Townships 146 and 147, Range 25; that portion of Township 144, Range 26 
Jt, 

lying northwesterly of the Leech Lake River and south of the Mississippi 



River; Townships 145, 146 and 147, Range 26; Section 31 of Township 148, Range 

26; Township 144 lying North of the Leech Lake River; Townships 145, 146 and 

147, Range 27; Sections 31 to 36 inclusive of Township 148, Range 27; that 

portion of Township 143, Range 28 lying north of Leech Lake and the Little 

Boy River; Townships 144, 145 and 146, Range 28; Township~ 143, 144,.145 and 

146, Range 29; Township 143, Range 30 except Section 31; Townships 144 and 

145, Range 30; the North one-third and Sections 13, 14, 23, 24, 25 and 26 of 

Township 143, Range 31; the East two-thirds of Townships 144 and 145, Range 

31; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

6. Buena Vista State Forest 

Township 146, Range 30; Township 147, Ranges 30 and 31; the North one

third and Sections 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 of Township 147, Range 32; Township 

148, Range 32; Sections 16 to 21 inclusive and Sections 28 to 33 inclusive of 

Township 149, Range 32; Sections 24, 25 and 36 of Township 147, Range 33; the 

East two-thirds of Township 148, Range 33; that portion of Sections 13, 24, 

25, 26, 34, 35 and 36 lying east of the Old Indian Reservation line in Town

ship 149, Range 33; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

7. Burntside State Forest 

Township 64, Range 13 except Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 13 and 14; Township 

63, Range 14; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

8. Chengwatana State Forest 

All of Township 39, Range 19 lying west of the Kettle and St. Croix 

rivers; the East one-third of Township 39, Range 20; Sections 25, 26, 35 and 

36 and those portions of Sections 14, 23 and 24 lying south of the Kettle 

River, all in Township 40, Range 20; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

9. Crow Wing State Forest 

Sections 1 to 6 inclusive of Township 136, Range 27; Township 137, Range 

27; .Section l of Township 136, Range 28; all west of the 5th principal merid-

ian. 

10. D.A.R. Memorial State Forest 

Section i6, Township 43, Range 19; west of the 4th principal meridian. 

11. Finland State Forest 

The West two-thirds of Township 58? Range 5; Township 58, Range 6; Town

ships 57 and 58, Range 7; the North two-thirds of Township 56, Range 8; Town

ships 57 and 58, Range 8; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 



12e Fond Du Lac State Forest 

Township 48, Range 19 except Sections 25 and 36; Township 49, Range 19; 

the East one-half of Township 49, Range 20 except Sections 34, 35 and 36; all 

west of the 4th principal meridian. 

13. Foothills State Forest 

Sections 4 to 9 inclusive and Section 16.of Township 13?, Range 31; Sec-

tions 3, 4, 9, 10, 15, 16, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 28, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36 

of Township 138, Range 31; Sections 16, 21, 28, 33, 34, 35 and 36 of Township· 

139, Range 31; Sections 5, 6, 7, 8 9 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 36 

of Township 140, Range 31; Sections 1, 12, 26, 27, 28, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36 

of Township 137, ·Range 32; Sections 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 16 and 36 of Township 138, 

Range 32; Sections· 9, 10, 15, 16, 22, 26, 27, 34, 35 and 36 of Township 139, 

Range 32; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

14. General C.· C. Andrews State Forest 

Sections 5 and 6, Township 44, Range 19; Sections 19, 30 and 31, Town

ship 45, Range 19; the North one-half of Sections 1 and 2, and seven acres 

adjacent to the Willow River dam in the North one-half of the Southwest Quar

ter of Section 2, Township 44, Range 20; Sections 24, 25, 26, 35 and 36, Town

ship 45, Range 20; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

15. George Washington State Forest 

Township 59; Range 22 .except Sections 35 and 36; Townships 60 and 61, 

Range 22; the West one-half of Township 62, Range 22; Township 59, 60, 61 and 

62, Ranges 23 and 24; Township 59, RaJilge 25; Township 60, Range 25 excluding 

any land designated by law as Scenic State Park; Township 61, Range 25 except 

Secti6ns 4 to 9 inclusive, 17, 18 and 32; all west of the 4th principal merid-

ian. 

16. Grand Portage State Forest 

Townships 61, 62,· 63, 64 and 65, Range 3; Townships 62, 63 and 64, Range 

4; that portion of Section 7 and the North one-half and Government Lot 6, 

Section 18 lying west of the Old Grand Portage Indian Reservation boundary 

in Township 63, Range 5; all east of the 4th principal meridian. 

17. Hill River State Forest 

Sections 3 and 10, Township 51, Range 26; the Southwest quarter and Sec

tions 27 and 34 of Township 52, Range 26; the North one-half and Sections 24, 

25 and 36 of fractional Township 52, Range 27; fractional Townsh~p 53, Range 

... 5 .. 



27 except Sections 1, 2, 11, 12 and 13;all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

The East two-thirds of Township 142, Range 25. except Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4; 

all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

18. Kabetogama State Forest 

Townships 63 to 69 inclusive, Range 17; Townships 63 to 70 inclusive, 

Range 18; Townships 63 to 70 inclusive, Range 19; Townships 63 to 71 inclu

sive, Range 20; the South two-thirds of Township 63, Range 21 except Sections 

18, 19, 30 and 31; that portion of Townships 64, 65 and 66 lying outside of 

the old Nett Lake Indian Reservation boundaries and Townships 67, 68, 69, 70 

and 71, all in Range 21; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

19. Koochiching Stat~·Forest 

Sections 15 to 22 inclusive and Sec~ions 26 to 36 inclusive, Township 63, 

Range 22; that portion of Townships 64 and 66, Range 22 lying outside of the 

old Nett Lake Indian Reservation boundary; Township 67, Range 22; Township 63, 

Range 23; that portion of Townships 64, 65 and 66, Range 23 lying outside of 

the old Nett Lake Indian Reservation boundary; Township 67, Range 23; Town

ships 63, 64, 65 and the East one-half of Township 66, Range 24; Townships 

63, 64 and 65, Range 25; the Northwest quarter and Sections 19, 29, 30, 31, 

32, 33, the East one-half of the Southeast quarter of Section 22, the South

west quarter of the Southeast quarter and the vvest one-half of the Southeast 

quarter of Section 23, all in Township 66, Range 25; Townships 63, 64, 65, 

66 and 67 and the South one-sixth of Township 68, Range 26; fractional Town

ships 63, 64, 65, 66, 67 and Sections 14, 23, 26, 35 and 36 of Township 68, 

all in Range 27; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

20. Land O'Lakes State Forest 

The West one-half of Sections 10 and 15 and the West one-half of Town

ship 50, Range 26; fractional Township 50, Range 27; all west of the 4th 

principal meridian. 

Township 139, Range 25; the West one-half and Sections 25, 26, 27, 34, 

35 and 36 of Township 140, Range 25; Sections 24, 25, 36 and the North ope

half of Township 139, Range 26; Township 140, Range 26; all west of the 5th 

principal meridian. 

21. Mille Lacs State Forest 

The West one-half of Sections 5 and 19 1 the Northwest quarter of Secti.on 

8, all of Sections 6, 7 and 18, all in Township 39, Range 25; the West 
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two-thirds and Sections 35 and 36 of. Township ·40, Range 25; the West one-half 

and Sections 25 1 26, 27, 34, 35 and 36 of Township 41, Range 25; the North 

two-thirds of .Township 39, Range 26 except Sections 6, 7, 18 and 19; Township 

40, Range 26 except Sections 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 and31;.the Southeast quarter 

of Township 41, Range 26; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

22. Mississippi Headwaters State Forest 

Sections 4 to 10 and 16 to 20 inclusive and Section 30, Township 146, 

Range 34; Sections 16 to 21 and 28 to 33 inqlusive, Township 147, Range 34; 

Sections 4, 5, 8, 9, 16, 17, 18 and 20, Township 145, Range 35; Sections 1, 

12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24 and the South one-third of Township 146, 

Range.-3~; Section 36, Township 147., Range 35; Sections 1, 2, 11, 14, 15, 16, 

21, 22 and 28, Township 144, Range 36; Section 36, Township 145, Range 36; 

all wes·t of the 5th principal meridian. 

23. Nemadji State Forest 

Fractional Townships 44 and 45, Range 15; the South two-thirds of frac

tional Township 46, Range 15; Sections 4 to 9 inclusive, Township 43, Range 

16; Townships 44 and 45, Range 16; Sections 13, 14, 15, -Sections 22·to 27 

and 31 to 36 inclusive of Township 46, Range 16; Sections l to 5 and 8 to 12 

inclusive of Township 43, Range 17; Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, Sections 

20 to 29 and 32 to 36 inclusive of Township 44, Range 17; the East one-third 

and Section 16 of Township 45, Range 17; Section 36, Township 46, Range 17; 

all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

24. Northwest Angle State Forest 

Townships 166, 167, and 168, Range 33; Townships 166, 167 and 168, Range 

34; Townships 165, 166, 167 and 168, Range 35; all west of the 5th principal 

meridian. 

25. Paul Bunyan State Forest 

Sections 2 to 8 inclusive, Township 141, Range 32; Township 142, Range 

32; Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 16, Township 141, Range 33; the 

East two-thirds and Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 17 and 18 of Township 142, Range 33; 

the South o~e-half and Section 16 of Township 143, Range 33; all west of the 

5th principal meridian. 

26. Pillsbury State Forest 

That portion of Sections 5, 6, 7 and 18, Township 134, Range 29 lying 

northwesterly of Gull Lake; that portion of Township 133, Range 30 'lying 
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north of the Northern Pacific Railroad right of way; Township 134, Range 30, 

all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

27. Pine Island State Forest 

Townships 151 to 157 inclusive, Range 25; that portion of Sections 23, 

24, 25; 26, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36 in Township 158, Range 25 lying south 

and east of the Black River; Townshipsl51 to 157 inclusive, Range 26; that 

part of Township 158, Range 26 lying south of the Black River; Townships 

151 to 158 inclusive, Range 27; Townships 152 to 158 inclusive, Range 28; 

Township 159, Range 28 except Sections l and 12; Townships 152 to 159, inclu

sive, Range 29; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

28. Red I1ake State Forest 

The North one-third and Sections 17, 18, 19 and 20 of Township 152, 

Range 30; ~he East five-sixths of Township 153, Range 30; Lots 2, 3 and 4 of 

Section 8, the East one-half, the Southwest quarter and the South one-half of 

the Northwest quarter of Section 9, Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 12 and the 

South two-thirds of Township 154, Range 30; the Northeast quarter and Sections 

23 and 24 of Township 152, Range 31; Sections 22 to 27 and 31 to 36 inclu

sive, Township 153, Range 31, Sections 25, 26, 35 and 36, Township 153, Range 

32; all ,west of the 5th principal meridian. 

29. St. Croix State Forest 

Section 31 of fractional Township 42, Range 15; Township 41, Range 16; 

Sections 15 to 22 and 27 to 36 inclusive, Township 42, Range 16; the North 

two-thirds of Township 41, Range 17 except Sections 6, 7, 18 and 19; the 

South two-thirds of Township 42, Range 17; all west of the 4th principal 

meridian .. 

30. Sand Dunes State Forest 

Sections 13 to 17, 20 to 29, 35 and 36 inclusive and the North one-half 

of the North one-half of Section 33,all in Township 34, Range 27; west of the 

4th principal meridian. 

31. Savanna State Forest 

That portion of Township 48, Ranges 22 and 23 lying north of the North

ern Pacific Railroad right-of-way, Townships 49, 50, 51 and 52, Ranges 22 and 

23; Townships 51 and 52, Range 24; Townships 51 and 52, Range 25; Sections· 1, 

'12, 13, 24, 25 and 36, Township 51, Range 26; Sections 25 and 36, Township 

52, Range 26; a:l west of the 4th principal meridiano 
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32. Schoolcraft State Forest 

Sections 29, 30, 31 and 32 9 Township 144, Range 33; Sections 1 to 13 in

clusive and Sections 16, 17, 18, 24, _25 and 36 of Township 143, Range 34; 

Township 144, Range 34 except Sections 6, 7, 18 and 19;.the East two-thirds of 

Township 145, Range 34; Section 36, Township 146, Range 34; the Southeast 

quarter and Sections 1, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 of Township 143, Range 35; Sec

tion 36, Township 144, Range 35; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

33. Smokey Bear State Forest 

The South five-sixths of Township~68, Rarige 22; the North one-half of. 

Township. 69, Range 22; the South five-sixths of Township 70, Range 22; the 

South one-third and Sections 17, 18, 19 and 20· of Township 68, Range 23; Sec

tions 19, 20, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 of Township 69, Range 23; the South five

sixths of Township 70, Range 23 except Sections 7 and 8; the East two-thirds 

and Sections 5 and 6 of Township 68, Range 24; the South one-half and Sections 

5, 6, 7~ 8, 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18 of Township 69, Range 24; the East one-

half of Township 69, Range 25 except Sections 34, 35, and 36; Sections 2, 3, 

4, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 32, 33, 34 and 35, Township 

69, Range 26; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

}4. Smoky. Hills State Forest 

The· North five-sixths of Township 139, Range 37; the South one-half and 

Sections 7, 8, 9, 15, 16, 17 and 18 of Township 140, Range 37; Township 140, 

Range 38; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

35. Sturgeon River State Forest 

Townships 60, 61 and 62, Range 17; the North five-sixths of Township 60, 

Range 18 except Section 16; the South one-third and Sections 10 to 15 and 22 

to 24 inclusive of Township 61, Range 18; the North five-sixths of Township 

60, Range 19 except Section 16; the South one-third of Township 61, Range 19; 

the North five-sixths of Township 60, Range 20; the West one-half and Sections 

1, 2, 3, 22, 25, 26, 27, 34, 35 and 36 of Township 61, Range 20; the South 

one-half and Sections 3, 4, 5, and 6 of Township 62, Range 20, Sections 3 to 

9 and 16 to 20 inclusive and Section 30, Township 59, Range 21; Townships 60, 

61 and 62, Range 21; all west of the 4th principal meridian$ 

36. Two Inlets State Forest 

Tow~ship 141, Range 36; Sections 34, 35 and 36 of Township 142, Range 36; 

all west of the 5th principal meridian. 
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37. Wealthwood State Forest 

Sections 9, 10, 15, 16, 19, 30, the East one-half of the East one-half of 

Section 8 and the South one-half of Section 18, all in Township 45, Range 26; 

Sections 1, 2, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24, 25,-26, the Northeast quarter and the North 

one-half of the Northwest quarter of Section 11, the East one-half of the East 

one-half of Section 15; Government Lots 1 and 2 and the Southeast quarter of 

the Southwest quarter of Section 27, Government Lot 3 of Section 34, all in 

Township 45, Range 27; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

38. White Earth State Forest 

Lot 1 of Section 6, Township 145, Range 36; Township 142, Range 37; Sec

tions 4, 5 and 6, Township 143, Range 37; the North one-half and the Southwest 

quarter of Township 144, Range 37; Sections 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 11, the South one-

half of Section 4, the North one-half of Section 15 and the Northwest quarter 

of the Northwest quarter of Section 14, all in Township 145, Range 37; the 

South one-half of Section 25 and Sections 34 9 35 and 36 of Township 146, Range 

37: Township 142, Range 38; Township 143, Range 38; Sections l to 6 and 10 to 

15 inclusive, Township 144, Range 38; Township 145, Range 38 except Sections 1, 

2, 3, 4 and 5; Sections 25, 26 and 35 of Township 146, Range 38; the East one

half of Township 142, Range 39; Sections 24, 25, 33, 34, 35 and 36 and the 

West one-half of Sections 21· and 28, all in Township 143, Range 39; the East 

one-third, Section 15, the South one-half of Section 10 and the North one-half 

of Section 22 of Township 145, Range 39; Sections 35 and 36, Township 146, 

Range 39; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

39. Whiteface River State Forest 

Township 55, Range 14; Township 55, Range 15; Sections 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 

16, Township 54, Range 16; Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 31, 32 and 33, Township 55, 

Range 16; the South one-third and Sections 21, 22, 23 and 24 of Township 56, 

Range 16; Township 53, Range 17; the Southwest quarter and Section$ 6, 16, 22, 

27, 34, 35 and 36 of Township 54, Range 17; the West one-third and Sections 1, 

15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28 and 36 of Township 55, Range 17; the South five
the Northwest quarter of Township 51, Range 18; 

sixths and Se~tion 1 of Township 56, Range 17;/Sections 31, 32 and 33 of Town-

ship 52, Range 18; Sections 16, 20, 21, 28, 29, 32, 33 and 36 of Township 53, 

Range 18; Sections 1 and 36 of Township 54, Range 18; the East one-sixth of 

~ownship 55, Range 18; Section 36 of Township 56, Range 18; the North one-

half of Township 51, Range 19; the South one-sixth of Township 52, ~ange 19; 
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Sections 1, 12 and 13 of Township 51,·Range 20; Section 36 of Township 52, 

Range ~O; the Northwest quarter and Sections 2, 3, 10, 11, 15, 19, 20, 21 and. 

22 of Township 50, Range 21; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

40. White Pine State Forest 

Town~hip 44, Range 22; the West one-half of Township 45, Range 22• the 

North one-half of Township 44, Range 23; Township 45, Range 23; Sections 1, 

J.2, 13 a!.l:d 24. of Township 45, Range 24; all west of the 4th principal ·meridian. 

Subd. 2. All lands and waters now owned by the state and hereafter ac-

quj.red' by the state., excepting lands acquired for other specific purposes or 

tax-forfeited lands held in trust for the taxing districts unless incorpo-

r~ted therein.as ?therwise provided by law within the following townships 

and sections aro hereby established and re-established as state forest-lands: 

The North one-half of Township 53, Range 12; Townships 54 and 55, Range 

12 ;' the North o!'le-half of '11ownship 53, Range 13; Townships 54 and 55, Range 

13; the North one-half of Township 53, Range 14; Township 54, Range 14; the 

north one-half of Township 53, Range 15; Township 54, Range 15; Section 3~ of 

T0wnship 47, Ra~ge 16; Townships 52 and 53, Range 16; the East two-thirds of 

Township 54, Range 16 except Sections 4, 9 and 16; the .Ea.st. two-thirds of 

Township 55, Range 16 except Sections 3, 4 and 33; the South one-half .of Town

ship :50~ Range 19; the Southeast quarter of Township 50, Range 20; the South 

one-half of Township 50, Range 24 lying East of the Mississippi River; the 

Northeast one-quarter and Sections 22, 23 and 24 of Township 41, Range 25; 

the South one-half of Township 42, Range 25; and fractional Township 47, 

Ranges 28, 29 and-30; all west of the 4th principal meridian. 

The Northeast one-quarter and Sections 22, 23 and 24 of Township 140, 

Range 25; the South one-half of Township 139, Range 26 except Sections 24, 25 

and 36; the South five-sixths of Township 136, Range 27; Townships 139 and 140. 

Range 27; Township 136, Range 28 except Section l; Township 137, Range 28; 

Sections 16 and 36, Township 139, Range 28; Section 36 of Township 140, Range 

28; Township 137, Range 31 except Sections 4 to 9 inclusive and 16; Sections 

1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 29 and 30 of Town

ship 138, Range 31; Township 139, Range 31 except Sections 16, 21, 28, 33, 34, 

35 and 36; Sections 1 to 4, 9 to 13, 19 to 22, and 27 to 35, all inclusive, 

of Township 140, Range 31; Sections 2 to 11, 13 to 25 and 29 to 31, all in

clusive, of Township 137, Range 32; Sections 1 to 3, 11 to 14, 17 tb 21, 23 

- 11 -



to 25 and 28 to 33, all inclusive, of Township 139, Range 32; Section 36. of 

Township 140, Range 32; Sections 7, 18, 19, and 25 to 36 inclusive of Town

ship 143, Range 32; Sections 13, 14, 15. and 21 to 36 inclusive of Township 

147, Range 32; Township 138, Range 33; Sections 13, 14, 15, 22 to 28 and 32 

to 36 inclusive of Township 139, Range 33; Section 36 of Township 140, Range 

33; the North one-half of Township 143, Range 33 except Section 16; Sections 

1 to 4 and 9 to 16, all inclusive, of Township 147, Range 33; the West one

third of Township 148, Range 33; the East one-half of Township 138, Range 34; 

Sections 16 and 36 of Township 142, Range 34; Sections 14, 15, 19 to 23 and 

26 to 35 inclusive of Township 143, Range 34; Sections 6, 7, 18 and 19 of 

Township 144, Range 34; Sections 7 to 15, 22 to 27 and 34 to 36, all inclu

sive, of Township 147, Range 34; Sections 2, 3, 6, 7, 10, 11, 19, 21 and 28 

to 33 inclusive of Township 145, Range 35; Sections 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 17 1 

18, 19 and 20 of Township 146, Range 35; Sections 1 1 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 

24 and 25 of Township 147, Range 35; Sections 34, 35 and 36 of Township 148, 

Range 35; Sections 3 to 10, 12 t;O 13, 17 to 20, 23 to 27 and 29 to 36, all 

inclusive of Township 144, Range 36; Section 36 of Township 146, Range 36; 

Township 143, Range 37 except Sections 4, ;.and 6; the Southeast quarter of 

Township 144, Range 37; the South one-half and Sections 7, 8, 9, 16, 17 and 

18 of Township 144, Range 38; all west of the 5th principal meridian. 

Sec. 4. Subdivision 1. When any state lands not reserved or set 

aside are found by the commissioner to be more valuable for the production 

of timber than for agriculture he may by written order designate such lands 

as state forest. 

Subd. 2. When any area of land and water not reserved or set aside is 

found by the commissioner to be more valuable for the production of timber 

than for agriculture, he may by written order describe the boundaries and 

designate such area as state forest. All lands and waters owned by the state 

or thereafter acquired by the state in such area, shall be state forest lands. 

Sec. 5. Subdivision 1. The commissioner may acquire by eminent domain, 

in the manner provided in Chapter 117, or by purchase any lands or interest 

in lands for state forest purposes which he shall deem necessary for state 

ownership, use and development. 

Subd. 2. The commissioner may accept for and in behalf of the state, 

any gift, bequest, devise or grant of land or interest in lands in' any state 
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f o'rest, or of money or personal property of any kin.d which he. may deem suit

able for use in connection with the operation 1 control, development .or use of 

any state forest. 

Subd. 3. The commissioner may acqui·re lands or interest in lands for 

state forest-purposes subject to mineral reservations. 

Subd. 4. Whenever the board of county commissioners, by resolution duly 

adopted, resolves that any lands, forfeited for non-payment of taxes, lying 

within the boundaries of any of the forests hereinaboye designated, or that 

certain tax-forfeited land lying outside Of such boundaries and.?lassified as 

conservation lands are suitable primarily for the growing of timber and tim

ber products, it may submit such resolution to the c.ommissioner •. , If, upon 

investigation, the commissioner determines that the lands covered by such 

resolution can best be managed and developed as state forest lands or as a 

portion of an existing state forest, he shall make a certificate describing 

the lands and reciting the acceptance thereof on behalf of ~he state as state 

forest lands.. The commissioner shall transmit the certificate to the county 

auditor,· who shall note the same upon his records an4 record the ,same with the 

register of deeds. The title to all lands so accepted shall be held by .. the 

state free from any trust in favor of any and all taxing districts, and such 

lands shall thereafter be managed and devoted to the purposes of state forest 

lands in the same manner as ·lands· hereinabove. set apart as state forest lands, 

and subject to all the provisions of law. 

Subd .. 5. All income which may be rece.ived from lands acqµired heretofore 

or hereafter for state fores·t purposes shall be paid into the .state treasury 

and credited to a fund designated as the state forest fund except as other

wise provided in Sec. 2, Subd. 6. 

Subd. 6. The State of Minnesota shall·hereafter annually on July lst or 

as soon thereafter as may be practical, pay from the state forest fund to each 

county, in which there now are, or hereafter shall be situated any state for

ests, a sum equal to 50 per cent of the gross receipts of such state forests 

located with~n such county, which have been received during the preceding fis

cal year and credited to the state forest fund, which payment shall be re

ceived and distributed by the county treasurer, as if such payment had been 

received as taxes on such lands payable in the current year. 

The state auditor shall annually draw his warrants upon the state 
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treasurer for the proper amounts in favor of the resrective counties entitled 

thereto and the state treasurer shall pay such warrants from the state forest 

fund. 

After making such payment to the county, the balance of said funds in 

the state forest fund on July lst of each year are hereby appropriated.to the 

division of forestry in the department of conservation subject to the super

vision and control of the commissioner, for the purpose of planting, stand 

improvement and development of state forest lands for forestry purposes to 

remain available until expended. 

The state auditor and the state treasurer shall 1 and are hereby auth

orized and empowered to devise, adopt, and use such accounting methods as they 

may deem proper, and to do any and all other things reasonably necessary in 

carrying out the provisions of this section. 

Sec. 6. Any tract of state land or tax-forfeited land situated in a 

zoned county in an area not restricted against use for agriculture and within 

any state forest, and withdrawn from sale under the provisions of the law 

creating such forest, but which is not otherwise restricted as to sale, may, if 

found by the commissioner of conservation to be more suitable for agricultural 

purposes than for forestry or.other conservation purposes, upon recommendation 

by resolution of the county board, be released by order of the commissioner 

from such withdrawal from sale, and shall thereupon be subject to sale under 

applicable" laws in like manner as if it had not been so withdrawn. 

Sec. ?. Subdivision l. The com.missioner shall have power to grant 

and execute, in the name of the state, leases and permits for the use of any 

state forest lands for any purpose which in his opinion is not inconsistent 

with the maintenance and management of the state forest in which the land is 

situated, on forestry principles for timber production. Every such lease or 

permit shall be revocable at his discretion at any time as may be agreed upon 

in the lease and subject to such conditions and regulations as he may pres

cribe. The approval of the commissioner of administration shall not be re

quired upon any such lease or permit. No such lease or permit for a period 

exceeding ten years shall be granted except with the approval of the execu

tive council. 

Subd. 2. No public ·highway, other than a state trunk highway, shall 

be established or laid out through any state forest as the same shall be 
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created and withdrawn from public sale and entry by existing or subsequent 

act, without the consent!of the commissioner, certified by him in writing to 

the public authority having power to establish or lay out such highway. In 

any judicial proceeding affecting the laying out of a highway, the court may 

sustain or reverse the action of the commissioner as the court, in its dis

cretion, may deem proper. The limitations and restrictions provided in this 

section shall not apply to state-owned lands which have not been expressly 

withdrawn from sale and created and reserved as state forests. No state 

forest lands or right or easement therein shall be taken by eminent domain 

for any purpose without the consent of the commissioner, certified by him in 

writing to the authority or corporation exercising such right of eminent 

domain. 

Subd. 3. The commissioner shall have power to prescribe such r.ules 

and regulations governing the use of the state forests, or any part thereof, 

by the public or governing the exercising by holders of leases or permits 

upon state forest lands of all their rights under such leases or permits as 

may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this section. 

Sec. 8. Research shall be carried on by the University of Minnesota 

School of Forestry in cooperation with the Division of Forestry of the De

partment of Conservation, Lake States Forest Experiment Station of the U. S. 

Forest Service, individual timber land owners and others directly concerned 

on such valuable southern Minnesota tree species as basswood, red elm, rock 

elm, red and white oak, black walnut, black cherry, butternut and green ash 

to develop means of increasing the contribution of the large acreage of farm 

woodlands to the agricultural economy. The research effort will be concen

trated on such important problems as means of reproducing basswood, develop

ment of planting stock, selection of superior strains of these species, meth

ods of field planting, management of existing stands, and methods of increas

ing the representation of these species in woodlands and forests in need of 

rehabilitation because of past damage from high-grading, burning and grazing. 

Sec. 9. The commissioner may lease any land which he shall deem neces

sary for use for buildings, lookout towers, or other facilities for forestry 

purposes for such periods as he shall deem necessary. 

Sec. 10. Subdivision 1. Minnesota Statutes 1957, Sections 89.01, 

89.015, 89.021, 89.03, 89.031, 89,032, 89.033, 89.034, 89.035, 89.036, 89.037, 
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89.038, 89.12, 89.13, 89.14, 89.15, 89.16, 89.17, 89.1a, 89.19, 69.29 and 

89.30 are repealed. 

Subd. 2. This act shall not be construed as repealing any act relat-

ing to forestry other than herein expressly repealed but shall be deemed and 

construed as supplementary thereto • 

SD 428 •. /1, 2 !VI 6 ·1 9 6 0 
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