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Mandatory (M)
Statute Section Type of Action or Permissive (P) | Who Gets Fees Limit on Fees
60A.097, subd. 5 Reinsurance agreement provisions may P Insurer None
provide for attorneys’ fees
60B.32, subd. 10 Reexamination of fees in liquidation of Iy Attorney; any unreasonable fees recovered by Reasonable
insurer liquidator are for the benefit of estate
60B.365 Reinsurer’s liability M Plaintiff None
60B.48, subd. 2 Insurers Rehabilitation and Liquidation M Liquidator Reasonable
Act (denial of application by others for
order from the court)
60B.191, subd. 2 Health maintenance organization P Claimant Reasonable
liquidation; allows attorneys’ fees in a
malpractice judgment or settlement to be
paid
62A.095, subd. 2 Health and accident insurance; M Insured; fees must be paid directly by health Reasonable
subrogation of claims cannot include insurer
attorneys’ fees
62N.29, subd. 7 Protection, defense, or enforcement of a M Commissioner of Commerce Reasonable
guarantee agreement between
guaranteeing organization and
community networks
66A.41, subds. 14, 16 | Mutual company conversion to stock P Challenging party to conversion Reasonable
company; petition by challenging party
for security for attorneys’ fees
176.185, subd. 8a Workers’ compensation claims; failure M Insurance Guaranty Association Reasonable
to provide files and data to Insurance
Guaranty Association in a timely manner
176.191, subd. 1 Dispute between two or more employers M Prevailing party (see limitation in subd. 8) Reasonable
or insurers regarding workers’
compensation liability
604.18, subd. 3 Denial of insurance coverage without P Insured, with some conditions Reasonable; not

reasonable basis

more than
$100,000
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Statute Section

Type of Action

Mandatory (M)

or Permissive (P)

Who Gets Fees

Limit on Fees

Manufacturing and Construction

137.36

Civil action by a subcontractor to collect
interest penalties from a prime contractor
on a University of Minnesota contract

Prevailing subcontractor

None

181,721, subd. 4

Action against a construction bidder who
fails to provide workers’ compensation

Person injured

None

181.722, subd. 4

Misrepresentation of employment
relationship by employer; construction
workers

| Plaintiff construction worker

Reasonable

325E.065

Action against a farm equipment
manufacturer for violating trade
practices law

Farm equipment dealer

Reasonable

325E.0684

Action against a2 manufacturer for
damages from violations of trade
practice law

Equipment dealer

Reasonable

325E.1251, subd. 2

Violation of battery requirements by a
manufacturer

State

Reasonable

325F.18, subd. 4

Action against a manufacturer or builder
for using building materials with
formaldehyde gases

Consumer

Reasonable

325F .24, subd. 3

Action against a manufacturer for
violating formaldehyde gases provision

Attomey general

Reasonable

326B.89, subd. 17

Recovering compensation paid by the
state from the contractor recovery fund
due to false or misleading information

State

Reasonable

337.10, subd. 3

Civil action by a subcontractor to collect
interest from a prime contractor

Prevailing party

None

471.425, subds. 4; 4a

Subcontractor seeking interest from a
prime contractor of a municipality

Subcontractor

None
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Mandatory (M)
Statute Section Type of Action or Permissive (P) | Who Gets Fees Limit on Fees
473.142 Subcontractor action for interest M Subcontractor None
penalties against a prime contractor of a
municipality B
574.26, subd. 2 Action to enforce claims under the P Successful plaintiff Reasonable
Public Contractors Performance and
Payment Bond Act
604.04, subd. 3 Against a claimant, attorney, or person P Injured person Reasonable
in the chain of manufacturing and
distribution who violates the products
liability notice provision
Miscellaneous Civil Actions
81A.16, subd. 1 Violation of Uniform Athlete Agents Act P Educational institution Reasonable
by athlete agent or former student athlete
148.10, subd. 3 Action against individual licensed by the P State None
State Board of Chiropractic Examiners
148.941, subd. 2 Action against individual licensed by B State None
State Board of Psychology
192.30 Action against a state military officer P State Reasonable
256B.15, subd. 1h Claims against estates for medical P State (Department of Human Services) Reasonable
assistance benefits; court may award
reasonable attorneys’ fees for sanctions
or enforcement of a court order
325E.55 Action to recover damages for music P Injured person Reasonable
royalty violations
325F .46, subd. 1 Action against a person who produced P Injured person Reasonable
imitation American Indian-made goods
without required labeling
325F.755, subd. 7 Intentional violation of prize notices and M Person suffering pecuniary loss Reasonable
solicitations law
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Mandatory (M)
Statute Section Type of Action or Permissive (P) | Who Gets Fees Limit on Fees
325F.791, subd. 8 Pet dealer regulation M Prevailing party Reasonable and
not exceeding
$500
325F.795, subd. 4 Action to recover damages for P Any person injured Reasonable
unauthorized possession of merchandise
pallets )
326.111, subd. 6 Action against a person who commits P Board of Architecture, Engineering, Land None
the unauthorized practice of architecture, Surveying, Landscape Architecture,
, engineering, or land surveying Geoscience, and Interior Design
327.742, subd. 2a Smoking in nonsmoking hotel room M Innkeeper Reasonable; not
more than $500
346.56, subd. 3 Action for releasing an animal used for A person damaged by the release Reasonable
scientific purposes
363A.29, subd. 2 Minnesota Human Rights Act “180 day” P Charging party Reasonable
hearing
363A.29, subd. 4 Minnesota Human Rights Act; unfair P Aggrieved party Reasonable
discriminatory practices administrative
hearing
363A.33, subd. 7 Court action under the Minnesota P Prevailing party; fee award not permitted if the | Reasonable
Human Rights Act award would be a hardship for the respondent
363A.42, subd. 3 Demand for equal access to government M Plaintiff — qualified disabled person May not exceed
records for individuals with disabilities $15,000
363A.43, subd. 2 Demand for equal access for individuals M Plaintiff — qualified disabled person May not exceed
with disabilities to continuing education, $15,000
professional development courses,
offerings, materials or activities
administered by a unit of government
481.13 Enforcement of a lien for attorney fees P The attorney None
481.14 Attorney may retain money of client P The attorney None
owed to attorney; court determines
amount
500.215, subd. 4 Enforcement of right to display M Property owner Reasonable

American flag on owner’s property
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Mandatory (M)
Statute Section Type of Action or Permissive (P) | Who Gets Fees Limit on Fees
501B.43, subd. 1 Action against a trustee for intentional or P State Reasonable
grossly negligent breach
501C.1004 Judicial proceeding involving P Any party that is the subject of the judicial Reasonable
administration of a trust proceeding
514.972, subd. 5 Action for denial of access to certain M Occupant of the storage unit None
items in self-storage i
523.26 Action against an attorney-in-fact for Principal or person named by the principal Reasonable
failure to render an accounting to the
principal or any person named by the
principal in the power of attorney form
524.3-720 Expenses in estate litigation M Personal representative Reasonable
524.5-502 Conservator; attorney may be M, unless not acting | Attorney rendering necessary services with In case of
compensated from protected person’s in good faith regard to appointment of guardian or indigent person,
estate conservator of an estate fee schedule
recommended
by Board of
County
Commissioners
545.05, subd. 12 Expedited review of financing P Prevailing party None
statements
548.04 Judgment in replevin M Prevailing plaintiff Reasonable
548.251, subd. 4 Adjustment of attorneys’ fees for M Prevailing plaintiff If plaintiff
collateral source actions attorney using
set percentage
of the award
then the amount
is adjusted
award
549.01 A party and attorney can agree to any P Prevailing party None

type of payment arrangement but the law
may allow for costs to the prevailing

party
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Mandatory (M)
Statute Section Type of Action or Permissive (P) | Who Gets Fees Limit on Fees
549.211, subd. 4 Reimbursement for costs in a civil action P Party who acted in bad faith may be required to | Reasonable
pay the other party

554.04, subd. 1; Motion or action to oppose a suit that M Person seeking to preserve free speech rights Reasonable

554.045 stifles free speech activity

570.025, subd. 5 Motion for a prehearing attachment M Respondent, if motion made in bad faith Reasonable
order

571.72, subd. 7 Action against a creditor who used a M Debtor Reasonable
misleading form

572B.14 Civil action against an arbitrator whose M Arbitrator Reasonable
services were utilized, if the arbitrator is
immune from liability or incompetent to
testify

572B.21 Arbitrator’s award, where attorney fees P Not specified Reasonable
would be permitted for the same claim in
a civil action

572B.25 Court action regarding an arbitration P Prevailing party Reasonable
award

588.11 Action for contempt 1% Party injured by the contempt Reasonable

588.21 Action against a taxpayer for filing an P State Reasonable
incomplete and improper income tax
return

604.113, subd. 2 Civil liability for issuance of a worthless M Holder of the check, if issuer issued more than | Reasonable
check $1,250 in dishonored checks within a six-month

period
| 604.12, subd. 3 Action for damages for being excluded P Plaintiff Reasonable, up

from a public accommodation because of to $500
riding a motorcycle or wearing
organization insignia

609.501, subd. 3 Disruption of funeral ceremony P Prevailing plaintiff (deceased person’s family) | None
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Statute Section

Type of Action

Mandatory (M)
or Permissive (P)

Who Gets Fees

Limit on Fees

Motor Vehicles/Transportation

pay the assigned penalty for a violation

53C.08, subd. 1 Action for delinquency collection on a p Holder of a precomputed retail Not exceeding
motor vehicle installment contract installment contract 15 percent of
allows for attorneys’ fees when the amount
collection pursued by outside counsel, due on
when the contract provides for such fees installment

contract

33C.12 Civil action against a seller under the M Buyer Reasonable
Motor Vehicle Retail Installment Sales
Act

80E.05 Action to require motor vehicle makers M Dealer Reasonable
to indemnify franchised dealers in
damage actions

80E.17 Motor vehicle franchise law violation P Any person whose business or property is Reasonable

injured by a franchise law violation
80F.17 Motor vehicle fuel franchise violations M Prevailing party (dealer or supplier, depending | None
on the marketing agreement)

219.10, subd. 2 Action to collect fines, costs, and P County attorney $100 for each
disbursements resulting from a prosecution
complaint by a road authority against a
railroad

219:33 Negligence action against a railroad for P Landowner of land abutting the railroad Reasonable

| failure to fence the road and erect

crossings

219.761, subd. 1 Action against a railroad for refusing to P Local government or nonprofit firefighting Reasonable
reimburse a government agency or a corporation that extinguished fire
nonprofit firefighting corporation after a
fire

221.036, subd. 11 Action against a motor carrier failing to P State None
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Mandatory (M)

Statute Section Type of Action or Permissive (P) | Who Gets Fees Limit on Fees

221.251, subd. 3 Action against a motor carrier for P | Prevailing claimant Reasonable
overcharging for freight or baggage

221.271 Action for violation of motor carrier M Injured person Reasonable
laws

325E.16, subd. 3 Civil action concerning trade practices M Injured person Reasonable
relating to odometers

325E.167, subd. 2 Tampering with clock-hour meter on M Injured person Reasonable
farm tractor

325F.63, subd. 1 Action against motor vehicle repair M Customer Reasonable
services

325F.6643 Action for violating the new motor M Injured person Reasonable
vehicle damage disclosure law

325F.666, subd. 3 Action against a person who violated the P Injured person Reasonable
motor vehicle contract reassignment law

604.12, subd. 3 Action for damages for being excluded P Plaintiff Reasonable, up
from a public accommodation because of to $500
riding a motorcycle or wearing
organization insignia

604.15 Stolen motor fuel M Retailer Reasonable; not

more than $500

Nonprofit/Charitable Organizations

64B.08, subd. 4 Indemnification for actions taken on M Officers and members Reasonable
behalf of fraternal benefit society

309.57, subd. 1 Charitable solicitation law enforcement P State Reasonable

317A.434, subd. 3 Court-ordered meeting of a nonprofit P Voting member of the nonprofit corporation Reasonable
corporation

317A.439, subd. 3 Suit to compel a nonprofit corporation to P Plaintiff Reasonable
allow a member with voting rights to
inspect a full list of voting members
prior to a meeting
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Statute Section

Type of Action

Mandatory (M)
or Permissive (P)

Who Gets Fees

Limit on Fees

317A.461, subd. 7

Action by a director or member of
nonprofit corporation wrongfully denied
access to records

P

Wronged member or director

Reasonable

317A.467

Action against a corporation, officer, or
director if a nonprofit corporation
violates the law

Member of the nonprofit corporation

Reasonable

317A.751, subd. 8

Equitable remedies against a nonprofit
corporation

Any party, if another party did not act in good
faith

Reasonable

604.175

Action to enjoin collection actions taken
by a nonprofit hospital if hospital failed
to provide a plain language summary of
its financial assistance policy

Prevailing patient

Reasonable

Public Safety and Crime-Related Civil Actions

3.7365

Defense of criminal charges against a
state officer or state employee in the
course of employment

State officer or employee

Reasonable

123B.02, subd. 20

Reimbursement by school board to
independent school district employee for
defense of criminal charges brought
against employee relating to
employment

District employee

Reasonable

152.0275, subd. 2(f)

Collection of clandestine drug lab
cleanup costs from contractor

Property owner

Reasonable

152.0275, subd. 2(n)

Property seller’s failure to disclose on-
site methamphetamine production;
collection of cleanup costs by buyer

Buyer/transferee

Reasonable

243.1605

Action under Interstate Compact for
Adult Offender Supervision

Prevailing party

Reasonable

299A.80, subd. 6(c)

Payment of an administrative penalty
relating to the Department of Public
Safety

Attorney general

None
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Mandatory (M)
Statute Section Type of Action or Permissive (P) | Who Gets Fees Limit on Fees
299A.80, subd. 7 Judicial action brought by the attorney P Prevailing party (state or defendant) Reasonable
general for civil penalties, injunctive
relief, or an action to compel
performance for willful violation relating
to administrative penalties imposed by
the Department of Public Safety
299K.10, subd. 7 Hazardous chemical emergency P Prevailing party Reasonable
enforcement -
465.76 Defense of charges of a criminal nature P Official Reasonable
against an official acting in official
capacity on behalf of a home rule charter
or statutory city
563.02, subd. 4 Defense of a civil claim brought by an Defendant, if suit is dismissed under Rule 12 or | Reasonable
inmate Rule 56 of the Rules of Civil Procedure
604.15 Stolen motor fuel M Retailer Reasonable; not
more than $500
604A.34 Civil actions resulting from an individual Prevailing individual Reasonable
seeking assistance from or reporting
unlawful conduct to law enforcement
609.215, subd. 6 Civil action against a person aiding a M Plaintiff Reasonable
suicide
609.501, subd. 3 Disruption of funeral ceremony P Prevailing plaintiff (deceased person’s family) None
609.53, subd. 4 Action by an injured person for violation P Injured person Reasonable
of receiving stolen property law
609.5318, subd. 4 Action ordering return of a seized P Person who filed demand Reasonable
vehicle used in a drive-by shooting
609.551, subd. 4 Action for rustling and livestock theft P Injured person Reasonable
609.7495, subd. 4 Action for physical interference with M Prevailing party None
safe access to health care
609911, subd. 4 Action for racketeering M Prosecuting authority Reasonable
611.365, subd. 2 Action for compensation based on P Successful claimant Reasonable

exoneration under Imprisonment and
Exoneration Remedies Act
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Mandatory (M)

Statute Section Type of Action or Permissive (P) | Who Gets Fees Limit on Fees

611A.08, subd. 4 Action by a perpetrator against a crime P Winning victim Reasonable
victim for injuries

611A.87 Action for being coerced into P Prevailing party Reasonable
prostitution

617.90, subd. 2 Graffiti damage P Property owner None

617.96 Criminal gang nuisance activity 4 Prevailing party Reasonable

624.714, subd. 8 Denial of petition by sheriff to revoke M Permit holder None
permit to carry

624.714, subd. 12(d) | Petition by permit holder to appeal M Prevailing permit holder Reasonable
revocation of permit

624.714, subd. 16(c) | Denial of petition by sheriff to revoke M Permit holder Reasonable
out-of-state permit to carry

626.04 Seized property P Seizing officer’s agency Reasonable

626.556, subd. 4 Civil action against a person who has P Person who made report None
immunity from prosecution for reporting
child maltreatment

626.556, subd. 5 Knowing or reckless false report of child Person wrongly reported to have committed Reasonable
maltreatment child maltreatment

626.89, subd. 16 Violating Peace Officer Discipline Officer Reasonable
Procedures Act

626A.13, subd. 2 Civil action against person or entity P Injured party Reasonable
intercepting wire, oral, or electronic
communications

626A.391, subd. 1 Violation of privacy using trap and trace P Injured party Reasonable
device and mobile tracking device

For more information about legal issues, visit the civil law and courts area of our website, www.house.mn/hrd/.




	Structure Bookmarks



