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Background

The mission of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is to work with citizens to
conserve and manage the state's natural resources, to provide outdoor recreation opportunities, and to
provide for commercial uses of natural resources in a way that creates a sustainable quality of life. In
accomplishing this mission, DNR implements a wide range of regulatory tools established by the
Minnesota Legislature. Many of DNR'’s regulatory authorities have been in place for decades; other
authorities have been enacted more recently to deal with new or emerging resource management
issues and concerns. It is important to review and adjust regulatory programs over time to ensure that
they continue to effectively address the needs of the state. The DNR is committed to maintaining a
modern, efficient and effective regulatory system.

This report is completed in fulfillment of requirements set forth by the Minnesota Legislature in
Minnesota Statute (MS) 84.027, Subd. 14a.

Scope of Report: Environmental and Natural Resource Permits

This report will address the following natural resource permits:

e Public waters work permits

e Water appropriation permits

e Metallic mineral mining permits (ferrous and non-ferrous)
e Peat mining permits

e Endangered or threatened species taking permits

e Aquatic plant management permits

As outlined in preceding reports, these are the permits that are relevant to the concerns underlying MS
84.027 Subd. 14a. Other permit programs administered by the DNR, which are primarily associated with
the oversight of recreational activities such as hunting and fishing, are outside the scope of this report.

Summary Statistics for 150-Day Goal Attainment

In 2012, the Minnesota Legislature amended MS 84.027, Subd. 14a. Starting in fiscal year 2013, the
permitting efficiently goal is to make permit decisions within 150 days of an initial application. Table 1
outlines the DNR’s performance relative to this goal. During the first half of fiscal year 2014, the DNR
received a total of 2,065 permit applications, deemed 2,225 new and pending permit applications
complete and made 1,969 permit decisions. In addition, 157 permit applications were withdrawn. The
vast majority of permit decisions, approximately 95%, were made within 150 days of initial application.



Just over 98% of permit decisions were made within 150 days of a complete application. Timeliness for
the typical permit applications continues to be strong. The median time frame for most individual
permit programs is less than one month.

A major factor in permitting timeliness continues to be the completeness of applications. Many initial
permit applications are incomplete or inadequate. Additional time is required to secure the necessary
information from the applicant. Of the 94 permit decisions that exceeded the 150-day goal, 60 were
delayed primarily because of incomplete applications. This report does not enumerate the specific
permits where incompleteness was the primary cause of extended permit decisions. Table 2 does
provide detail on the causes of delay for the 34 permit decisions that took longer than 150 days from a
complete application.

Since permit programs take applications on a continuous basis, the process for many specific permits
crosses reporting periods. DNR is changing the data reporting format with this iteration of the
permitting efficiency report to more clearly reflect applications that span multiple reporting periods.
We will continue to report permitting events that occur during the reporting period, but are adding the
number of permit applications pending a decision at the start of the reporting period as well as the
number of permit applications pending a decision at the end of the reporting period. However, the
database changes associated with transition to the on-line permitting for water permits issued through
the Division of Ecological and Water Resources resulted in that data being unavailable for this report.
DNR will seek to include the water permit carry over data in future reports. DNR is also now reporting
permit applications that are withdrawn. While not required by the statute, this additional data will
provide a better picture of permitting activity.
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