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To the people of Minnesota:

It is my privilege to present a new edition of the Minnesota
Legislative Manual to the citizens of the state and to extend
appreciation to the many people who contributed to its
publication. As in previous editions, this manual includes
information about the officials elected by Minnesota voters and
the branches of government administered on behalf of the voters.

Every two years the secretary of state compiles and publishes
the Minnesota Legislative Manual as a reference and guide to
Minnesota goverrment. Continued publication of the manual has
made available an invaluable and ongoing historic record.

In the 125 years since statehood, Minnesota has changed and
developed in ways that were only dreamed of by those citizens who
took the first steps toward making Minnesota the 32nd state.
what has not changed is the commitment of Minnesotans to work
together for the good of our state and to actively participate in
its government. Minnesotans take pride in our state. We are
inspired by its past. We seek to be well informed so that we can
guide its present policies and shape its future.

To all those Minnesotans whose participation has contributed
to the good of our state, I dedicate this edition of the
Minnesota Iegislative Manual.

(rcbsasrr Bpeme

Joan Anderson Growe
Secretary of State
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Fundamental laws and charters have served as a framework for basic freedoms and responsibilities in the one
hundred and twenty-five years of Minnesota statehood. Photo: Quadriga, Minnesota State Capitol, St. Paul.

1

Mark M. Neison photo




CHAPTER 1 MINNESOTA: THE NORTH STAR STATE
MINNESOTA IN THE EIGHTIES:

MINNESOTA HORIZONS 1983

The Minnesota legislature set aside three days at the beginning of the 1983 session to
consider the fundamental implications of the problems to be faced in the 1980s. Pat-
terned after a similar session held in 1975, MINNESOTA HORIZONS 1983 was designed
to take a fresh look at Minnesota's economy in order to sort out those factors most
responsive to state initiatives. This article includes brief excerpts from the presenta-
tions which provided legislators with facts and opinions on a wide range of issues of
concern to Minnesotans as the state faces the challenges of the eighties.

THE U.S. ECONOMIC OUTLOOK AND MINNESOTA.
Walter W. Heller, Regents’ Professor of Economics, University of Minnesota.

"

. it's no longer news that Minnesota is not shielded or sheltered from national
recessions. And what’s worse, we will probably lag the national recovery: our farm
economy, like the nation’s, simply can't generate a quick comeback in the face of huge
grain surpluses, high debt, and high costs of production. The Iron Range is caught in
the grip of domestic recession, tough international competition in steel and autos, and
high energy costs — no overnight relief is in sight. . . . And many of our manufactur-
ers — heavy industry in particular — will be lagging the nation’s recovery as investment
lags. True, recovery will help, and strong recovery would help more — but realism says
that Minnesota will come into its own later, not earlier, in the recovery.”

THE MINNESOTA ECONOMY: A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE AND THE OUTLOOK.
E. Gerald Corrigan, President, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis.

. . as we consider the tough and politically charged questions of tax structure and
spending program allocations, it must be recognized that the once perceived trade-
offs between so-called ‘‘social programs™ and “business programs’' are increasingly
illusionary. . . . Surely governments can and must provide a basic level of services
and there can and should be dialogue and debate as to what constitutes that basic
level. So too, the answers to that debate will differ from time to time and from place to
place. However, in the final analysis, the way we tax and the way we spend must blend
together to contribute to an environment that is conducive to economic growth and
commercial vitality. Indeed, only in a setting of commercial vitality can we reasonably
expect to provide the income growth and the tax base which will permit us to meet the

Legislators listen to presentations about the future of the state at MINNESOTA HORIZONS 1983.
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CHAPTER 1 MINNESOTA: THE NORTH STAR STATE

Left: Jan Smaby and Earl Craig, Jr. make a joint presentation about human services in Minnesota. Right: Senator
Don Moe presides at MINNESOTA HORIZONS 1983.

social and environmental goals that have always been so closely associated with the
legacy of the state of Minnesota.”

PUBLIC POLICY AND MINNESOTA’S ECONOMY: A HISTORICAL VIEW.
Russell W. Fridley, Director, Minnesota Historical Society.

“In looking back over this span of more than a century, it strikes me that the outstand-
ing characteristic of such [Minnesota public] policies [impacting the state economy]
has been flexibility — the will to adapt to changing forces and circumstances. The
state’s public policy toward natural resources, agriculture, transportation, banking —
and the list might be expanded — was at the outset one of passive encouragement. It
moved in the late years of the 19th century to a role of restraint and regulation. Perhaps
it is fair to say that public policy then begins to shift from reaction to action — from
merely reacting to problems to attempting to change or ameliorate economic condi-
tions. It seems to me that we are still witnessing a blend of those two public attitudes.”

DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS: 1970-1990.
R. Thomas Gillaspy, State Demographer.

“The 1980s will see a continued decline in enroliments in secondary schools while
primary school enrollments will begin to increase. Maintaining quality education,
teaching staffs and school buildings is always a difficult task. But in this era of sharp
increases in enrollments, followed by sharp declines, followed by sharp increases, and
so on, maintaining quality education becomes even more difficult. Preparing for and
adjusting to such changes must remain a priority both for the state and for individual
school districts.”

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS.
Hazel Reinhardt, Vice-president, Cowles Media Company.

“The rate of growth in the working population will slow. . . . This slowing of growth in
the labor force will cause a tighter labor market. | hesitate to use the word scarcity
although entry-level workers may indeed be in scarce supply. A scarcity of entry-level
workers may indeed bid the price of entry-level jobs up. . . . Atighter labor market will
resultin higher real wages as employers compete for employees. . . . The tremendous
growth in the labor force in the past decade also produced a growth in the number of
taxpayers and hence revenue. Understanding the demographic factors contributing to
revenue does not paint an optimistic picture for the future, but should not be ignored.”
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CHAPTER 1 MINNESOTA: THE NORTH STAR STATE

THE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES.
John R. Borchert, Regents' Professor of Geography, University of Minnesota.

“(1) We are stewards of a large share of Midwest and U.S. natural resources.
(2) Development of those resources has over-riding benefits and also costs. (3) Costs
must eventually be charged to beneficiaries. (4) When the costs are faced by the com-
munity, there arises an obvious need for more efficiency in resource development.
(5) Increased efficiency requires management to control the effects of resource de-
velopment. That translates into zoning and performance standards, by whatever name
we wish to call them, and organization to make wise decisions and act.”

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND PROSPECTS IN NORTHEASTERN MINNESOTA.
Jerrold Peterson, Director, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of
Minnesota Duluth.

“If northeastern Minnesota maintains its domestic share of the taconite market, Minne-
sota taconite production will decline from 31.05 million short tons of contained iron
(50.1 tons of pellets) in 1980 to 28.22 million short tons of contained iron (45.5 tons of
pellets) by 2000, a 9.11 percent decline over the next two decades. This forecast is
particularly gloomy for northeastern Minnesota since iron ore mining has been this
region’s single most important industry for one-half century. In addition, the mining
industry indirectly provides employment for a large segment of workers in transporta-
tion and utilities, manufacturing, and wholesale.”

MINNESOTA AGRICULTURE IN THE EIGHTIES.
Philip R. Raup, Professor, Dept. of Agriculture and Applied Economics, University of
Minnesota.

“l think that we have forgotten one great truth in this state and that is, our most
efficient processing takes place in the feeding of livestock. We have our poultry and
our hogs and our cattle and dairy cows as our most efficient processors, and these will
remain so. They probably are the only sectors in which we could really be efficientin an
international dimension. For that reason we will want to be careful how we consider
protectionist measures in Minnesota agriculture that could trigger international trade
wars. There is no sector of the Minnesota economy more dependent on international
trade than is agriculture. No sector has more to lose in an attempt to wrap up Minneso-
ta or the United States in a fortress America mentality and practice protectionist eco-
nomic policy.”

RESOURCES FOR THE FUTURE: ENERGY
Michael Murphy, Asst. Commissioner/Energy, Minnesota Dept. of Energy, Planning
and Development.

“In the 1980s, we can expect solar, district heating and wind to make major gains. By
the turn of the century, we should see even more wind energy, but we also should see
substantial gains in production and use of biomass fuels — wood, crops, peat, special
energy crops — and methanol, a fuel with much versatility and a commodity with many
alternatives in the petro-chemical industry. Throughout this two-decade period, con-
servation remains our key energy strategy. In fact, it does no good to use alternative
fuels unless we, first, make our using systems as efficient as possible. In other words,
don’t put solar systems in poorly-built or insulated homes.”

RESOURCES FOR THE FUTURE: HOUSING.
James J. Solem, Minnesota Housing Finance Agency.

“Inflation, federal deregulation, changes in the way we organize ourselves into house-
holds and the ending of federal housing production programs have all combined to
fundamentally alter the affordability and availability of housing in the 80’s. For housing,
the '80’s, which are almost one-third over, are already significantly different than the
'70's. For housing, the '80’s are off to a bad start.”

MINNESOTA AND ITS INFRASTRUCTURE.
James A. Kelley, President, Spring Hill Center.

. . there are three reasons why infrastructure must be an integral part of economic
development strategies and governmental planning in Minnesota. (1) Renewal and

4



CHAPTER 1 MINNESOTA: THE NORTH STAR STATE

expansion of the state’s economy will require a viable public infrastructure plant.
(2) Maintenance of a viable public infrastructure plant will require considerable invest-
ment. (3) The rules of the game governing infrastructure investments are dramatically
changed, placing an increasing burden on state and local governments and the private
sector.”

HUMAN SERVICES IN MINNESOTA.
Earl E. Craig, Jr., President, Urban Coalition of Minneapolis.

“The choice for the state is not to opt out of its responsibilities for the young in need or
the young offender, the elderly, the mentally ill or developmentally disabled. The
choice for the state in income maintenance programs is not to just set fiscally deter-
mined eligibility guidelines. The choice for the state, the responsibility of the state, the
challenge for this legislature is to provide fundamental support: day care for working
mothers or those in school; general assistance and training or retraining for the unem-
ployed; meals or other assistance for the basically able elderly, mentally disabled; etc.”

HUMAN SERVICES IN MINNESOTA.
Jan Smaby, Director, Hennepin County Economic Assistance Dept.

“We presently have few mechanisms in place for cost containment. The development
of reimbursement incentives to promote efficiency and contain costs in nursing homes
and other institutional services is critical, as is continuation of the shift to less restric-
tive, less expensive levels of quality care. Institutionalization, be it in the health, welfare
or corrections areas, is so expensive that we must reserve it for those who really need
it. We must explore ways to facilitate the assumption of a greater role on the part of
employers in providing and financing day care services. We must explore ways to use
job training and job programs through such efforts as job subsidy programs to stimu-
late job creation and economic development in our communities and as an alternative
to welfare assistance.”

MEETING MINNESOTA’S HUMAN NEEDS: EDUCATION.
Roland Dille, President, Moorhead State University.

“As it makes decisions about higher education in a time when deepening fiscal prob-
lems conflict with a continuing need for an educated citizenry, the legislature will need
much information and great wisdom. That the advice of chancellors, presidents, and
faculty members often proceeds from self interest is unfortunately true, but the legisla-
ture is not thereby better served by the advice of those innocent of campus experience,
generally indifferent and often hostile to the welfare of public education.”

CHALLENGES IN EDUCATION IN THE 80’S.
Ruth E. Randall, Superintendent, Independent School District #196.

“You can optimize the opportunity for creative problem solving by reducing statewide
direction. If you believe in the grass roots then you believe the people know best what
they want in the school districts in Minnesota. Any parameters you set should be very
general and very broad. Present duplication of services and unnecessary services
should be terminated. Public policy must be changed. Deregulation is absolutely
necessary. Let us restructure the institution according to our strategic vision.”

FINANCING MINNESOTA'’S PUBLIC SERVICES.
Gerald W. Christenson, Legislative Auditor.

“If you do not change the existing homestead credit formula, the cost to the state of
that program over the next biennium will be over one billion dollars. And even the
expenditure of that one billion dollars will not protect homeowners who are at the $650
maximum from increases in their property taxes. It is time for a fresh approach. If we
continue to patch up the homestead credit program, it will be exceedingly costly and
will perpetuate and increase the inequities and the disparities that currently exist
throughout the state. . . . The state of Minnesota faces the most serious financial
crisis in memory. It will not be solved by simply concentrating on adjusting or abol-
ishing small programs. With over 70 percent of the state’s budget going for aid to
schools, aid to local government or to property tax relief in one form or another, it is
clear that some major reordering must be accomplished in those areas.”
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CHAPTER 1 MINNESOTA: THE NORTH STAR STATE

MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE LOOKS AT THE 1980°S.
Alan Rosenthal, Director, Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers University.

“You as legislators will have to say “‘no’”’ to many things — and more now than before,
and some that are worthwhile — in order to say ‘yes” to a few things. As has been
pointed out again and again throughout these sessions, there are limits that restrict
your action. You have less freedom and fewer choices now than previously. But
choices you do have, and you will have to exercise them and set priorities. You must
decide among alternative policies and programs and among various revenue meas-
ures. You must decide also where the legislature will focus its attention and spend its
time — and where it will not.”

The program for MINNESOTA HORIZONS 1983 was developed by a joint legislative task
force chaired by Senator Don Moe and Representative Irv Anderson. Robert Benner of
the Minnesota Department of Energy, Planning and Development served as project
director. The sessions were telecast on KTCA Channel 2 and carried to Minnesotans by
PBS stations in Appleton, Austin, Bemidji, Duluth and Fargo/Moorhead. Moderators for
the home viewing audience were Ted Kolderie of the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute and
Jan Falstad of WCCO radio. Additional information about MINNESOTA HORIZONS
1983 is available from Division of Planning, Room 100, Capitol Square Bldg., St. Paul
55101.

MINNESOTA’S CHANGING POPULATION
State Demographer: R. Thomas Gillaspy

The population of Minnesota increased by 7.1% between 1970 and 1980. From 1980 to
1982, the population increased by 1.4% to an estimated population of 4,133,000 as of
July 1, 1982.

In 1970, Minnesota ranked 19th among the states in size of population. In 1980 and
1982, Minnesota ranked 21st.

During the 1970’s more people moved into Minnesota than moved out, for the first time
since the 1930’s. Minnesota tends to receive people in their thirties, children and
persons over seventy-five, while the greatest outmigration occurs among young adults.

Longevity continued to increase during the 1970’s. Life expectancy at birth in 1980 was
79.1 years for women and 72.0 years for men.

Within Minnesota, the most rapidly growing areas appear in the suburban belt around
the Twin Cities and the north central portion of the state. The slowest growing areas
appear in a belt of counties in the southern, southwestern, and western part of the
state.

During the 1970’s, thirty-three counties increased in population by more than 11.4%
(the national growth rate). Thirty-one counties lost population.

Between 1970 and 1980, central cities of the six metropolitan areas of Minnesota lost
population at an average rate of 1.1% per year while suburban areas increased at a rate
of 1.9% per year and rural areas increased by 0.7% per year.

The average Minnesotan lived in a smaller community in 1980 than in 1970, the first
time in the history of the state that this figure has declined.

Projections of population show a continued growth of over 7% during the 1980's,
slowing to 5.3% during the 1990’s.

Median age (the age at which half of the population is older and half younger) is
expected to increase from 29.2 years in 1980 to 32.5 years in 1990 and 39.2 years by
2010. This increase in median age reflects the aging of the baby-boom generation and
expected increases in longevity.

The largest minority racial group in Minnesota in 1980 was black with 53,342 or 1.3% of
the state’s population. The total non-white population comprises approximately 3.4%
of the state’s people.

According to the 1980 census, the largest single ancestry group in Minnesota is Ger-
6



CHAPTER 1 MINNESOTA: THE NORTH STAR STATE

man with 17.3% of the population, followed by Norwegian with 6.6% and Swedish with
4%. More than half of the population (54.2%) listed a single ancestry group.

During the 1970’s, the number of households in Minnesota increased by almost 25%
while the average size of households declined from 3.2 persons in 1970 to 2.74 in 1980.

Educational attainment is increasing and remains above national averages. In 1980,
73% of Minnesotans 25 years and older have at least a high school diploma compared
to 47% in 1970 and 66% nationally in 1980.

During the 1970’s, the labor force of Minnesota increased by almost 30%, as large
numbers of young adults and increasing proportions of women entered the labor
force.

During the 1970’s, 375,000 Minnesotans, or almost 10% of the population had incomes
below the poverty line. Only four states had a smaller percentage of popuiation below
the poverty line.

The median income of Minnesota families in 1979 was $21,217, fourteenth highest in
the nation and third in the north central region behind lllinois and Michigan. 5.6% of
Minnesota families earned more than $50,000 in 1979.

MINNESOTA IN PROFILE

Name — Derived from the Dakota Indian word “Minisota” meaning sky tinted waters.

Organized as Territory — March 3, 1849.

Entered union — May 11, 1858 (32nd state).

Motto — L'Etoile du Nord (The North Star).

Song — “"Hail! Minnesota.”

Area — 84,068 square miles (12th largest state).

Land area — 79,289 square miles.

Inland waters — 4,779 square miles.

Width — 385 miles.

Length — 405 miles, extending from 43°30’ to 49°23'4".

Population (1980 Census) — 4,077,148 (21st largest state).

Density per square mile — 51.2.

Largest cities — Minneapolis 370,951; St. Paul 270,230; Duluth 92,811; Bloomington
81,831; and Rochester 57,855.

Percent urban population — 66.8.

Percent rural population — 33.1.

Average mean altitude — 1,200 feet.

Highest point — Eagle Mountain (Cook County), 2,301 feet.

Lowest point — Surface of Lake Superior, 602 feet.

Three major river systems — Mississippi, Minnesota, and Red River of the North;
water flows from Minnesota in three directions — Hudson Bay, Atlantic Ocean, and
Gulf of Mexico; no water flows into the state.

Number of lakes — 15,291 larger than 10 acres.

Largest lake — Red Lake (451 square miles).

Average last spring freeze — April 30.”

Average first fall freeze — October 13."

Annual precipitation — 25.94 inches*; 30.26 inches +.

Annual snowfall — 46.3 inches; 50.7 inches +.

January mean temperature — 12.2°F.*; 5.5°F .+

July mean temperature — 71.9°F."; 71.1°F. +

Average mean temperature — 44 1°F.*; 44 2°F. +

* —figures based on 30 year normals, Climatography of U.S., #81, #60-20.
+ — figures taken as climatic data for 1978 for Minneapolis-St. Paul, Local Climatological Data, Annual Summary,
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Environmental Data and Information Service. 1979.

MINNESOTA SYMBOLS

State Flag

The present state flag was adopted by the 1957 legislature. Pictured in the center of the
flag is the state seal. Three dates are woven into a flowered wreath: 1858, the statehood
year; 1819, the establishment of Fort Snelling; and 1893, the year the original flag was
adopted.
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CHAPTER 1 MINNESOTA: THE NORTH STAR STATE

State Seal

The Great Seal of the State of Minnesota is the insignia which the secretary of state
affixes to government papers and documents to make them official. It is, in effect, the
signature of the state.

Minnesota actually has two seals. One, for the territory of Minnesota, was adopted in
1849 and approved by Governor Alexander Ramsey and the territorial legislature.

When Minnesota became a state on May 11, 1858, there was no official state seal and
according to law no official act could be undertaken without it. The territorial seal was
used until a new design was adopted by Governor Sibley. The legislature did not
approve this design. Governor Sibley made some changes in the proposed seal includ-
ing changing the original Latin motto to French: “'L’Etoile du Nord,” thereby making
Minnesota the North Star State. In 1861, after three years of use, the legislature
adopted the changed design making it the official state seal.

State Tree
The Red (pinus resinosa) or Norway Pine became the official state tree in 1953.

It is a tall stately tree which reaches a height of 60 to 100 feet. The trunk is straight and
uniform and may grow to three to five feet in diameter. It is usually bare of branches for
two-thirds of the way up the trunk, with the top or crown rounded.

State Flower

The Pink and White Lady Slipper (cypripedium reginae) or Showy Lady Slipper was
adopted as the state flower in 1902. Since 1925 this wildflower has been protected by
state law.

State Gemstone

The Lake Superior Agate, a quartz mineral which is basically red with white bands, was
named official gemstone in 1969. It is found primarily in the red glacial drift areas of
central and northeastern Minnesota.

State Grain

Wild Rice (zizania aquatica) or manomin, staple food of Minnesota's Indians for centu-
ries, was adopted as the official state grain in 1977. Minnesota produces over 80% of all
natural wild rice in the world.

State Bird

The Loon (gavia immer) became Minnesota's state bird in 1961. It is also known as the
Common Loon and the Great Northern Diver. The loon is a large bird, with wing spans
up to five feet and body lengths up to three feet. Its beautiful call is easily distinguished
over Minnesota lakes.

State Fish

The Walleye (stizostedion v. vitreum) is found throughout Minnesota in lakes and rivers
but is most at home in the large, clear, cool lakes of Minnesota's northern forests. It
attains a weight of 18 pounds, has flesh of the highest quality and is any angler's prize.
About half of Minnesota’s fishing water is managed primarily for walleye fishing.

MINNESOTA CHRONICLE

EXPLORATION AND TERRITORY

Minnesotans enter their nation’s third century conscious that the history of the land
their state encompasses extends for even more centuries. Since what is past is pro-
logue, the following chronology is offered as an introduction to Minnesota’s role in the
future:

1654
French traders Pierre Radisson and the Sieur de Groseilliers reached Wisconsin and
probably Minnesota.

1679
Daniel Greysolon Dulhut (Duluth) held a council with the Dakota (Sioux) near Mille
Lacs Lake.

8




CHAPTER 1 MINNESOTA: THE NORTH STAR STATE

1680
Father Louis Hennepin, after being held captive in a village of the Mille Lacs Dakota,
was the first European to see the Falls of St. Anthony.

1689

On May 8, Nicholas Perrot, at Fort St. Antoine, on Lake Pepin’s Wisconsin shore, laid
formal claim to the surrounding country for France. He also built a fort on the Minneso-
ta shore of the lake, near its downstream end.

1695

Between 1695 and 1736, the French continued to develop forts and settlements in
Minnesota such as Isle Pelee north of Red Wing in 1695, Fort L'Huillier near Mankato in
1700, Fort Beauharnois near Frontenac in 1727 and Forts St. Pierre by International
Falls and St. Charles in the Northwest Angle in 1731.

1745

The Ojibway won the decisive battle in their war with the Dakota at the great Dakota
village of Kathio on the western shore of Mille Lacs. The Ojibway eventually drove the
Sioux into southern and western Minnesota.

1763
The Treaty of Paris, following the French and Indian War, ceded French territory east of
the Mississippi River to England.

1784
The North West Company became important in the fur trade after the Revolutionary
War; Grand Portage was its headquarters.

1797
David Thompson, a North West Company trader, completed the mapping of the Minne-
sota area of the Northwest Territory.

1803

President Thomas Jefferson acquired that part of Minnesota lying south and west of
the Mississippi River from the French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte in the Louisiana
Purchase.

1812
The Dakota, Ojibway and Winnebago joined the English in the War of 1812.

1817
The American Fur Trading Company, under the leadership of John Jacob Astor, began
operations in Minnesota.

1818
The Convention of 1818 with England put all of Minnesota including the Red River
Valley under the American flag.

1819

Following the War of 1812, the United States established Fort St. Anthony (renamed
Fort Snelling in 1825) to protect the confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi
Rivers.

1823
On May 10, the first steamboat arrived at St. Anthony. American explorer Stephen H.
Long visited the Minnesota River, the Red River, and the northern frontier.

1832
With Ojibway guide Ozawindib, Henry R. Schoolcraft discovered the source of the
Mississippi River and named it Lake Itasca.

1836
On April 20, after Michigan became a state, the territory of Wisconsin was organized to
include the entire area of Minnesota. Joseph N. Nicollet began explorations in Minne-
sota.

1837

Governor Henry Dodge of Wisconsin signed a treaty at Fort Snelling with the Ojibway,
who agreed to cede all their pine lands on the St. Croix and its tributaries. A treaty was
also signed at Washington, D.C. with representatives of the Dakota for their lands east
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of the Mississippi. These treaties led the way for extensive white settlements within the
area of Minnesota.

1838

Franklin Steele established a claim at the Falls of St. Anthony, in what is today Min-
neapolis; and Pierre Parrant built a shanty and settled on the present site of the city of
St. Paul, then called “Pig’s Eye".

1841
The Chapel of St. Paul was built and consecrated, giving the name to the future capital
of the state.

1848

On August 26, after the admission of Wisconsin to the Union, the Stillwater Convention
adopted measures calling for a separate territory to be named Minnesota. On October
30, Henry Hastings Sibley was elected delegate to Congress.

1849

On March 3, Congress passed the bill organizing Minnesota as a territory.
Territorial officers were appointed March 19. Governor Alexander Ramsey proclaimed
the organization of the territory on June 1, and the first territorial legislature assembled
on September 3. On November 15, the Minnesota Historical Society was organized.

1850
Commercial steamboating was inaugurated on the Minnesota River. The first U.S.
census taken in Minnesota showed a population of 6,077.

1851

St. Paul, St. Anthony and Stillwater were selected for the locations of the capitol,
university, and penitentiary. In July and August, the treaties of Traverse des Sioux and
Mendota opened a large area in southwestern Minnesota to white settlers.

1853
Willis Gorman was appointed governor and the first capitol was constructed.

1854
Commercial flour milling began in Minneapolis. Large scale immigration began, caus-
ing a real estate boom.

1855
On January 23, the first bridge to span the main channel of the Mississippi River
anywhere along its length was opened between Minneapolis and St. Anthony.

EARLY STATEHOOD

1857

The process of establishing state government in Minnesota began when Congress
passed the Minnesota Enabling Act on February 26. President James Buchanan
appointed Governor Samuel Medary, who arrived on April 22. The legislature passed a
bill to make St. Peter the state capital, but since the bill was stolen before it was filed
with the territorial secretary of state, the move was never made. The constitutional
convention assembled on July 13 with such a rift between Democrats and Republicans
that two constitutions were adopted. By October 3 one constitution was agreed upon
and state officers were elected. Minnesota had a population of 150,037 at this time.

1858
Minnesota became the 32nd state on May 11. At the time of its entry Minnesota was the
third largest state in land area — only Texas and California were larger.

1861

At the beginning of the Civil War, Governor Alexander Ramsey wired Lt. Gov. Ignatius
Donnelly to begin to organize volunteers from the state to fight in the war. On April 14,
Ramsey offered President Lincoln 1,000 men — making Minnesota the first state to
offer troops to the Union. The first Minnesota regiment left Fort Snelling on June 22.

1862

The first railroad in Minnesota opened between Minneapolis and St. Paul. Indian dis-
content with the treaties that made them relinquish their lands in Minnesota to white
settlers who threatened their traditional way of life and frustration with a corrupt and
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slow annuity system were among the causes of the Dakota War of the late summer.
Several settlements in the Minnesota Valley were attacked. After 392 Indians were tried
by a military commission and many of those convicted were pardoned by President
Abraham Lincoln, 38 Indians were hanged at Mankato on December 26.

1863
At the battle of Gettysburg on July 2, the 1st Minnesota Regiment made its famous
charge and within 15 minutes 215 of the 262 men were killed or wounded.

1865
At the close of the Civil War, Minnesota troops in the Civil and Indian wars totaled
21,982. The population of Minnesota was 250,099.

1869
William W. Folwell became the first president of the University of Minnesota, some 18
years after the institution had received its charter from the territorial legislature.

1870

Technological advances in flour milling, beginning with the development by Edmund N.
LaCroix of the middlings purifier, helped make Minneapolis the milling capital of the
world.

1881
The first state capitol burned and a second was built within two years on the same spot.

1883
The Northern Pacific Railroad completed its transcontinental route from Minnesota to
the Pacific.

1884

The first iron ore was shipped from Minnesota, a product of the Soudan Mine on the
Vermillion Range. Six years later iron was discovered on the Mesabi Range and
shipped from there beginning in 1892.

1893

The legislature selected a commission to select a site and erect a new state capitol
building.

1894

On September 1, killer forest fires started, destroying over 400 square miles near
Hinckley and Sandstone. More than 418 people died.

1896

Three-fourths of the Red Lake Indian Reservation was opened for settlement.

1898

The cornerstone of the new capitol was laid July 27. Minnesota supplied four regiments
to serve in the Spanish-American War — the first state to respond to the president’s call
for volunteers.

TWENTIETH CENTURY

1900

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the tide of immigration into the U.S. and
Minnesota swelled. Germany, Sweden, and Norway contributed most to the state’s
population increase with smaller migrations from other European countries, the Mid-
dle East, and China.

1909
President Theodore Roosevelt issued a proclamation establishing the Superior Nation-
al Forest.

1913
The legislature passed the state’s first workers’ compensation bill.

1918
On October 12-13, forest fires spread over large parts of Carlton and southern St. Louis
counties taking 432 lives. During World War |, Minnesota contributed 123,325 troops.

1919
Prohibition began. A Minnesota congressman, Andrew J. Volstad, authored the en-
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forcement legislation (repealed in 1933). The Minnesota legislature ratified the woman
suffrage amendment to the U.S. constitution on September 8.

1930

Minnesotan Frank B. Kellogg, serving as U.S. secretary of state, was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for his work on the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact signed in Paris in 1928.
Floyd B. Olson was elected the first Farmer-Labor governor of Minnesota. The state
had a population of 2,563,953.

1931

Sinclair Lewis from Sauk Centre won the Nobel Prize for literature.

1932

Minnesota’s nine congressional representatives were elected at large. The next year
the legislature passed a reapportionment act dividing the state into nine districts.

1936

The Old Age Assistance Act became effective on March 1. As the depression had
worsened through 1933-34, federal and state projects were provided to assist large
numbers of the unemployed.

1937
Establishment of the Pipestone National Monument protected the sacred Indian quarry
near Pipestone.

1941

The Minnesota National Guard and the Naval Reserve were ordered to duty with the
armed forces in World War Il. The great wartime demand for military equipment led to
the production by Minnesota iron mines of 83,960,822 tons of ore in 1943, the largest
single tonnage in their history.

1944

A special session of the legislature allowed Minnesotans in the armed forces to vote.
The Democratic and Farmer-Labor parties merged to form the Minnesota Democratic-
Farmer-Labor Party.

1947
Engineering Research Associates, Inc. designed the ATLAS — the beginning of Min-
nesota’'s computer industry.

1948

The value of manufactured products exceeded cash farm receipts in the state for the
first time.

1950
The state population was 2,982,483. In 1951 the state produced a new record of
89,564,932 tons of iron ore — 82% of the nation’s total output.

1954
The DFL won seven of eight state offices to achieve its first major victory.

1956
Reserve Mining Company’s E. W. Davis Works opened at Silver Bay, inaugurating
large-scale production of taconite in Minnesota.

1958

A year-long celebration marked the first one hundred years of Minnesota statehood.
Grand Portage National Monument was established to protect one of the nation's
foremost inland centers of 18th and 19th century fur trading.

1959
Transoceanic trade began with the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway which made
Duluth accessible to ocean vessels.

1963

After the closest race for governor in the state’s history, Karl F. Rolvaag was declared
the winner over Elmer L. Andersen by 91 votes and sworn in on March 25, after four
months of recounts.

1965
Hubert H. Humphrey became the first Minnesotan to win election to national executive
office when he was sworn in as vice-president on January 20.
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1967

The legistature created the nation’s first department of human rights. The Metropolitan
Council was established to provide a level of government for the entire Twin Cities
metropolitan area.

1969
Warren Burger of St. Paul became chief justice of the United States Supreme Court. In
1970, Harry Blackmun of Rochester was appointed to the court.

1970
Voyageurs National Park was authorized. The state population was 3,805,069.

1972

The DFL gained control of the legislature — the first time since 1859 that the Demo-
crats had a majority in both houses. The 1973 legislature repealed a 60 year old law
providing for the nonpartisan election of legislators and restored party designation.

1976
Walter F. Mondale became the second Minnesotan to be elected to the vice-presidency
of the United States.

INTO THE PRESENT

By the end of the 1970s old controversies regarding the disposal of taconite wastes by
Reserve Mining Company and the proper use of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area were
resolved by the courts or Congress, but new disputes arose over power line construc-
tion in central Minnesota and the domed stadium proposed for downtown Minneapo-
lis. Both were eventually built, as was the Minnesota Zoological Garden in Apple Valley
in 1978.

In February of 1980, the state accorded a hero’s welcome to coach Herb Brooks and
the Minnesota players of the victorious United States hockey team after they won a
gold medal in the Winter Olympics at Lake Placid, New York.

The arts flourished during this period. Strong commitment from individual citizens,
artists and arts organizations, and private and public funding sources made Minnesota
a national cultural center.

The late 1970s and early 1980s saw the state’s greatest influx of immigrants since
displaced persons arrived from Europe after World War II: 26,000 southeast Asians,
including Hmong, Cambodians, Lao and ethnic Chinese, settled in Minnesota. The
state’s population increased 7.17% in the 1970s. The 1980 census counted 4,077,148
Minnesotans.

A 27-minute leak at the Prairie Island nuclear power plant in October 1979 brought the
nuclear power controversy closer to home. The Waste Management Board was created
in 1980 to supplement such state environmental agencies as the Pollution Control
Agency, organized in 1967, and the Environmental Quality Board, which dates from
1973. A planned northern tier pipeline to bring Alaskan oil from the Pacific coast to
Minnesota was quashed by the governor of Washington, but Minnesota encouraged
the development of solar and wind power as a response to the energy crisis brought on
by the oil embargo of the mid 1970s. In 1983 Governor Perpich emphasized the use of
gasohol in state vehicles and the exploration of use of the state’s peat resources.

An era in Minnesota politics ended when Hubert Humphrey died in 1978; his widow,
Muriel Humphrey, was appointed to serve out his term. In 1978, Independent-
Republicans captured both U.S. Senate seats and the governorship. Continuing their
1976 record, Minnesotans led the nation in voter turnout for the 1980 presidential
election.

Revenue shortfalls caused a series of budget reductions extending over several legisla-
tive sessions from August 1980 through December 1982. Iron Range residents and
farmers were among the hardest hit by a nationwide recession, but individuals all over
the state suffered despite the availability of food shelves and churches where the
homeless could sleep.

Urban redevelopment was in high gear in both St. Paul and Minneapolis with more
attention paid to existing structures than during the post-World War Il urban renewal
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projects. Doctors at the University of Minnesota performed numerous organ trans-
plants, some of them involving very young children.

In 1982 Minnesotans rejected the candidates endorsed for governor by both major
political parties. Marlene Johnson was elected Minnesota'’s first female lieutenant gov-
ernor as Rudy Perpich recaptured the governorship from the Independent-
Republicans. He broke with precedent by taking the oath of office in Hibbing instead of
St. Paul. The voters approved a constitutional amendment allowing the legislature to
provide for parimutuel betting on horse racing.

FUNDAMENTAL CHARTERS AND LAWS

Introduction: This section of the Legis/ative Manual includes six fundamental charters
and laws which affect the state of Minnesota. Maps illustrating the several boundaries
and hegemony of four sovereign nations over the land area now known as Minnesota
are reprinted from Minnesota Under Four Flags by Mary W. Berthel, published by the
Minnesota Historical Society.

Minnesota Under Four Nations

The land area of Minnesota has at various times been under the governments of four
nations — France, Spain, England and the United States. The early territorial claims of
France, Spain and England were vague and overlapping. Formal government was
nonexistent.

Formal dominion over this area was probably first expressed by the French when in
1671 the Sieur de Lusson, in a picturesque ceremony held at the Sault de Ste. Marie,
claimed for France the vast northwest area of North America.

However, British dominion over northeastern Minnesota appears to have provided the
first written constitution nominally in effect in the land area of Minnesota. This oc-
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curred when Minnesota was made a part of the province of Quebec under the Quebec
Act of 1774. But England’s claim to this area was not exclusive inasmuch as Virginia
maintained a claim to the same area under its colonial charter of 1609.

Of Minnesota’s land area the portion east of the Mississippi River was the first to come
under the jurisdiction of the United States. This was established by the treaty of peace
between England and the United States in 1783. Four years later, under the Ordinance
of 1787, the first genuine government was extended to this area, and the Minnesota
country began its march to statehood.

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787

One of the great charters in Minnesota history is the Northwest Ordinance passed by
the Congress of the Confederation on July 13, 1787. The Ordinance of 1787 was made
possible when serveral states, including Massachusetts, New York, Virginia and Con-
necticut released their claims to the land area west of the Appalachian Mountains
extending to the Mississippi River. This area became known as the Northwest Territory.

The Ordinance of 1787 followed the fundamentals of Thomas Jefferson’s Ordinance of
1784 and established a government over the Northwest Territory and gave impetus to
the westward expansion of this nation. It was an outstanding governmental document.
It gave first national recognition to the Bill of Rights, abolished primogeniture, pro-
vided for the encouragement of education, prohibited slavery, and established the
great new principle that new states should be admitted to the federal government on
equal footing with the original states.

The full effect of the Northwest Ordinance upon Minnesota law has yet to be deter-
mined. For example, the question of whether common law in Minnesota dates from the
revolution or from the Ordinance of 1787 has been left open by decisions of the
Minnesota courts.
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The ordinance provided for the formation out of the Northwest Territory of not less
than three nor more than five states. The states were to be admitted to the federal
government on an equal footing with the original states.

By May of 1848 five states had been formed out of the Northwest Territory — Ohio,
Indiana, lllinois, Michigan and Wisconsin.

The state of Wisconsin was organized out of the territory of Wisconsin, the last rem-
nant of the Northwest Territory. Although in 1848 the territory of Wisconsin extended to
the Mississippi River, the state of Wisconsin voluntarily limited its western boundary to
the St. Croix River. This boundary limitation by the state of Wisconsin left the land area
between the St. Croix and the Mississippi available for eventual inclusion in the state of
Minnesota.

Thus it is that the state of Minnesota can trace much of its fundamental governmental
principles, and a substantial portion of its territory, back to the Northwest Ordinance of
1787.

NORTHWEST ORDINANCE 1787
ACT OF CONGRESS, JULY 13, 1787

An Ordinance for the government of the territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio.

1. Be it ordained by the United States, in Congress assembled, That the said territory, for the
purpose of temporary government, be one district, subject, however, to be divided into two dis-
tricts, as future circumstances may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient.

2. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the estates both of resident and non-resident
proprietors in the said territory, dying intestate, shall descend to, and be distributed among, their
children and the descendants of a deceased child in equal parts, the descendants of a deceased
child or grandchild to take the share of their deceased parent in equal parts among them; and
where there shall be no children or descendants, then in equal parts to the next of kin, in equal
degree; and among collaterals, the children of a deceased brother or sister of the intestate shall
have, in equal parts among them, their deceased parent's share: and there shall, in no case, be a
distinction between kindred of the whole and half blood; saving in all cases to the widow of the
intestate her third part of the real estate for life, and one-third part of the personal estate; and this
law, relative to descents and dower, shall remain in full force until altered by the Legislature of the
district. And until the Governor and judges shall adopt laws, as hereinafter mentioned, estates in
the said territory may be devised or bequeathed by wills in writing, signed and sealed by him or her
in whom the estate may be, (being of full age), and attested by three witnesses; and real estates may
be conveyed by lease and release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed, and delivered by the person,
being of full age, in whom the estate may be, and attested by two witnesses, provided such wills be
duly proved, and such conveyances be acknowledged, or the execution thereof duly proved, and be
recorded within one year after proper magistrates, courts, and registers, shall be appointed for that
purpose; and personal property may be transferred by delivery, saving, however, to the French and
Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Vincents, and the neighboring
villages, who have heretofore professed themselves citizens of Virginia, their laws and customs
now in force among them, relative to the descent and conveyance of property.

3. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there shall be appointed, from time to time, by
Congress, a Governor, whose commission shall continue in force for the term of three years, unless
sooner revoked by Congress; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein, in
1,000 acres of land, while in the exercise of his office.

4. There shall be appointed from time to time, by Congress, a Secretary, whose commission shall
continue in force for four years, unless sooner revoked; he shall reside in the district, and have a
freehold estate therein, in five hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of his office. It shall be
his duty to keep and preserve the Acts and laws passed by the Legislature, and the public records of
the district, and the proceedings of the Governor in his executive department, and transmit authen-
tic copies of such Acts and proceedings every six months, to the Secretary of Congress. There shall
also be appointed a court, to consist of three judges, any two of whom to form a court, who shall
have a common law jurisdiction, and reside in the district, and have each therein a freehold estate
in five hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of their offices; and their commission shall
continue in force during good behavior.

5. The Governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt and publish in the district such laws
of the original States, criminal and civil, as may be necessary, and best suited to the circumstances
of the district, and report them to Congress from time to time, which laws shall be in force in the
district until the organization of the General Assembly therein, unless disapproved of by Congress;
but afterwards the Legislature shall have authority to alter them as they shall think fit.

6. The Governor, for the time being, shall be commander-in-chief of the militia, appoint and com-
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mission all officers in the same below the rank of general officers: all general officers shall be
appointed and commissioned by Congress.

7. Previous to the organization of the general assembly. the Governor shall appoint such magis-
trates, and other civil officers, in each county or township, as he shall find necessary for the
preservation of the peace and good order in the same. After the General Assembly shall be organ-
ized the powers and duties of magistrates and other civil officers shall be regulated and defined by
the said assembly; but all magistrates and other civil officers, not herein otherwise directed, shall,
during the continuance of this temporary government, be appointed by the Governor.

8. For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopted or made shall have force in all
parts of the district, and for the execution of process, criminal and civil, the Governor shall make
proper divisions thereof: and he shall proceed, from time to time, as circumstances may require, to
lay out the parts of the district in which the Indian titles shall have been extinguished, into counties
and townships, subject, however, to such alterations as may thereafter be made by the Legislature.

9. So soon as there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants, of full age, in the district, upon
giving proof thereof to the Governor, they shall receive authority, with the time and place. to elect
Representatives from their counties or townships, to represent them in the General Assembly:
Provided, that for every five hundred free male inhabitants there shall be one Representative, and
soon, progressively, with the number of free male inhabitants, shall the right of representation
increase, until the number of Representatives shall amount to twenty-five; after which the number
and proportion of Representatives shall be regulated by the legislature: Provided, that no person be
eligible or qualified to act as a Representative, unless he shall have been a citizen of one of the
United States three years, and be a resident in the district, or unless he shall have resided in the
district three years; and, in either case, shall likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple, two
hundred acres of land within the same: Provided also, that a freehold in fifty acres of land in the
district, having been a citizen of one of the States. and being resident in the district, or the like
freehold and two years’ residence in the district, shall be necessary to qualify a man as an elector of
a Representative.

10. The Representatives thus elected shall serve for the term of two years: and in case of the death
of a Representative, or removal from office, the Governor shall issue a writ to the county or
township, for which he was a member, to elect another in his stead, to serve for the residue of the
term.
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11. The General Assembly, or Legislature, shall consist of the Governor, Legislative Council, and a
House of Representatives. The Legislative Council shall consist of five members, to continue in
office five years, unless sooner removed by Congress; any three of whom to be a quorum; and the
members of the council shall be nominated and appointed in the following manner, to wit: As soon
as Representatives shall be elected the Governor shall appoint a time and place for them to meet
together, and when met they shall nominate ten persons, resident in the district, and each pos-
sessed of a freehold in five hundred acres of land, and return their names to Congress, five of whom
Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid; and whenever a vacancy shall
happen in the Council, by death or removal from office, the House of Representatives shall nomi-
nate two persons, qualified as aforesaid, for each vacancy, and return their names to Congress, one
of whom Congress shall appoint and commission for the residue of the term; and every five years,
four months at least before the expiration of the time of service of the members of the Council, the
said House shall nominate ten persons, qualified as aforesaid, and return their names to Congress,
five of whom Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as members of the Council five
years, unless sooner removed. And the Governor, Legislative Council, and House of Representa-
tives shall have authority to make laws in all cases for the good government of the district, not
repugnant to the principles and articles in this Ordinance established and declared. And all bills,
having passed by a majority in the House, and by a majority in the Council, shall be referred to the
Governor for his assent; but no bill or legislative Act whatever shall be of any force without his
assent. The Governor shall have power to convene, prorogue, and dissolve the General Assembly
when, in his opinion, it shall be expedient.

12. The Governor, judges, Legislative Council, Secretary, and such other officers as Congress shall
appoint in the district, shall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity, and of office; the Governor before
the President of Congress, and all other officers before the Governor. As soon as a legislature shall
be formed in the district, the Council and House assembled. in one room, shall have authority, by
joint ballot, to elect a delegate to Congress, who shall have a seat in Congress, with a right of
debating, but not of voting, during this temporary government.

13. And for extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty, which form the basis
whereon these republics, their laws and Constitutions, are erected; to fix and establish those
principles as the basis of all laws, Constitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter shall be
formed in the said territory; to provide, also, for the establishment of States, and permanent
government therein, and for their admission to a share in the federal councils on an equal footing
with the original States, at as early periods as may be consistent with the general interest:

14. 1t is hereby ordained and declared, by the authority aforesaid, that the following articles shall
be considered as articles of compact, between the original States and the people and States in the
said territory, and forever remain unalterable, unless by common consent, to wit:

Article I. No person demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner shall ever be molested
on account of his mode of worship, or religious sentiments in the said territories.

Art. Il. The inhabitants of the said territory shall always be entitled to the benefits of the writs of
habeas corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate representation of the people in the
Legislature, and of judicial proceedings according to the course of the common law. All persons
shall be bailable, unless for capital offenses, where the proof shall be evident or the presumption
great. All fines shall be moderate, and no cruel or unusual punishments shall be inflicted. No man
shall be deprived of his liberty or property, but by the judgment of nis peers, or the law of the land,
and should the public exigencies make it necessary, for the common preservation, to take any
person's property, or to demand his particular services, full compensation shall be made for the
same. And, in the just preservation of rights and property, it is understood and declared that no law
ought ever to be made or have force in the said territory, that shall, in any manner whatever,
interfere with or affect private contracts, or engagements bona fide and without fraud previously
formed.

Art I1l. Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good government and the happiness
of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost good
faith shall always be observed towards the Indians; their lands and property shall never be taken
from them without their consent; and in their property, rights, and liberty they never shall be
invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars authorized by Congress; but laws founded in
justice and humanity shall, from time to time, be made, for preventing wrongs being done to them.
and for preserving peace and friendship with them.

Art. IV. The said territory, and the States which may be formed therein, shall forever remain a part of
this Confederacy of the United States of America, subject to the Articles of Confederation, and to
such alterations therein as shall be constitutionally made; and to all the Acts and Ordinances of the
United States in Congress assembled, conformable thereto. The inhabitants and settlers in the said
territory shall be subject to pay a part of the federal debts, contracted, or to be contracted, and a
proportional part of the expenses of government, to be apportioned on them by Congress. accord-
ing to the same common rule and measure by which apportionments thereof shall be made on the
other States; and the taxes for paying their proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and
direction of the Legislatures of the district, or districts, or new States, as in the original States,
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within the time agreed upon by the United States in Congress assembled. The Legislatures of those
districts, or new States, shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil by the United
States in Congress assembled, nor with any regulations Congress may find necessary for securing
the title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on lands the property of
the United States: and in no case shall nonresident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. The
navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and Saint Lawrence, and the carrying places between
the same, shall be common highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of the said
territory as to the citizens of the United States, and those of any other States that may be admitted
into the Confederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty therefor.

Art. V. There shall be formed in the said territory not less than three nor more than five States: and
the boundaries of the States, as soon as Virginia shall alter her Act of cession, and consent to the
same. shall become fixed and established as follows, to wit: The western State, in the said territory.
shall be bounded by the Mississippi. the Ohio, and the Wabash rivers; a direct line drawn from the
Wabash and Post Vincents, due north, to the territorial line between the United States and Canada:
and by the said territorial line to the Lake of the Woods and Mississippi. The middie States shall be
bounded by the said direct line, the Wabash from Post Vincents to the Ohio, by the Ohio. by a direct
line drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami to the said territorial line, and by the said
territorial line. The eastern State shall be bounded by the last mentioned direct line, the Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and the said territorial line: Provided, however, and it is further understood and
declared. that the boundaries of these three States, shall be subject so far to be altered, that, if
Congress shall hereafter find it expedient. they shall have authority to form one or two States in that
part of the said territory which lies north of an east and west line drawn through the southerly bend
or extreme of Lake Michigan. And whenever any of the said States shall have sixty thousand free
inhabitants therein, such State shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the Congress of the United
States, on an equal footing with the original States, in all respects whatever; and shall be at liberty
to form a permanent Constitution and State government: Provided, the Constitution and govern-
ment, so to be formed, shall be republican, and in conformity to the principles contained in these
Articles, and, so far as it can be consistent with the general interest of the Confederacy. such
admission shall be allowed at an earlier period, and when there may be a less number of free
inhabitants in the State than sixty thousand.

Art. VI. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than
in the punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: Provided always.
that any person escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is fawfully claimed in any one
of the original States, such fugitive may be tawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the person claiming
his or her labor or service as aforesaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the resolutions of the 23rd of April, 1784, relative to
the subject of this Ordinance, be, and the same are hereby. repealed, and declared nuil and void.

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled. the 13th day of July, in the year of our Lord
1787, and of their sovereignty and independence the 12th.

The Organic Act of 1849
The organic act was passed by Congress on March 3, 1849, to provide for the territorial
government of Minnesota. The boundaries of the territory of Minnesota were Canada
on the north, Wisconsin on the east, lowa on the south and the Missouri and White
Earth Rivers on the west.

The movement to create a Minnesota territorial government arose out of the necessity
for formal government in the remnants of land area which remained after the formation
of the states of Wisconsin and lowa.

Minnesota's land area west of the Mississippi was left without territorial government
when the state of lowa was formed out of the territory of lowa in 1846.

The triangular area between the St. Croix River and the Mississippi River was left
without territorial government when the state of Wisconsin was admitted to the Union
in 1848.

Thus, by 1848 the land area from the St. Croix River west to the Missouri and White
Earth Rivers was without territorial government — a veritable "'no man’s land.”

Consequently, when Henry H. Sibley was elected delegate to Congress from this area,
he worked together with Senator Stephen A. Douglas, chairman of the senate commit-
tee on territories, to bring about the passage of the organic act for the establishment of
a territorial government over this area — the territory of Minnesota.

The organic act provided for a governor, secretary, judicial system, legislative assem-
bly and a delegate to Congress. Legislators and the delegate to congress were elected;
all other officers were appointive.
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The legislative assembly consisted of two houses, a council composed of nine mem-
bers and a house of representatives with eighteen members. The first session of the
legislature convened on September 3, 1849, in the Central House at the corner of
Bench and Minnesota Streets in St. Paul. Since that time St. Paul has been the capital
of Minnesota. However, in 1857 a bill was introduced in the territorial legislative assem-
bly to have the capital removed from St. Paul to St. Peter. This action was promoted by
the east and west boundary group which contended that the boundary to be estab-
lished for the state of Minnesota should extend from Wisconsin west to the Missouri
River, with the north line of the state being just north of St. Paul. Although this bill
passed both houses of the legislative assembly, it was stolen before it could be pre-
sented to the territorial governor for his signature. Thus, the bill failed to pass because
of assembly member Joseph Rolette, who disappeared with the bill and held it until the
close of the legislative session.

An important provision of the organic act was the reservation of sections 16 and 36 of
each township for school purposes.

Alexander Ramsey, a Whig, was the first territorial governor. He was followed by Willis
A. Gorman and Samuel Medary, Democrats.

Minnesota progressed under the territorial government, but many groups felt that
progress would be accelerated if Minnesota were a state. Within a short time there
arose a strong desire for statehood.
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AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE TERRITORIAL
GOVERNMENT OF MINNESOTA.
[Passed March 3, 1849]

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage of this act, all that part of the
territory of the United States which lies within the following limits, to-wit: Beginning in the Missis-
sippi river at the point where the line of forty-three degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude
crosses the same; thence running due west on said line, which is the northern boundary of the state
of lowa, to the northwest corner of the said state of lowa; thence southerly along the western
boundary of said state to the point where said boundary strikes the Missouri river; thence up the
middle of the main channel of the Missouri river to the mouth of White Earth river: thence up the
middle of the main channe! of the White Earth river to the boundary line between the possessions of
the United States and Great Britain, thence east and south of east along the boundary line between
the possessions of the United States and Great Britain to Lake Superior, thence in a straight line to
the northernmost point of the state of Wisconsin in Lake Superior; thence along the western
boundary line of said state of Wisconsin to the Mississippi river; thence down the main channel of
said river to the place of beginning, be and the same is hereby erected into atemporary government
by the name of the Territory of Minnesota: provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be
construed to inhibit the government of the United States from dividing said Territory into two or
more territories, in such manner and at such times as Congress shall deem convenient and proper,
or from attaching any portion of said Territory to any other state or territory of the United States.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive power and authority in and over said Territory
of Minnesota shall be vested in a governor, who shall hold his office for four years. and until his
successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the president of the United
States. The governor shall reside within said Territory; shall be commander-in-chief of the militia
thereof: shall perform the duties and receive the emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs. He
may grant pardons for offenses against the law of said Territory, and reprieves for offenses against
the laws of the United States until the decision of the president can be made known thereon: he
shall commission all officers who shall be appointed to office under the laws of the said Territory.
and shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a secretary of said Territory, who shall reside
therein, and hold his office for four years. unless sooner removed by the president of the United
States; he shall record and preserve all the laws and proceedings of the legislative assembly
hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and proceedings of the governor in his executive depart-
ment; he shall transmit one copy of the laws and one copy of the executive proceedings, on or
before the first day of December in each year, to the president of the United States. and at the same
time two copies of the laws to the speaker of the house of representatives, and the president of the
senate for the use of Congress. And in case of the death, removal. resignation. or necessary
absence of the governor from the Territory, the secretary shall be and he is hereby authorized and
required to execute and perform all the powers and the duties of the governor during such vacancy
or necessary absence or until another governor shall be duly appointed to fill such vacancy.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power and authority of said Territory shall be
vested in the governor and a legislative assembly. The legislative assembly shall consist of a council
and house of representatives. The council shall consist of nine members having the qualifications
of voters, as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of service shall continue two years. The house of
representatives shall, at its first session, consist of eighteen members, possessing the same qual-
ifications as prescribed for members of the council, and whose term of service shall continue one
year. The number of councilors and representatives may be increased by the legislative assembly.
from time to time, in proportion to the increase of population; provided, that the whole number
shall never exceed fifteen councilors and thirty-nine representatives. An apportionment shall be
made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several counties or districts for the election of the
council and representatives, giving to each section of the Territory representation in the ratio of its
population, Indians excepted, as nearly as may be. And the members of the council and of the
house of representatives shall reside in and be inhabitants of the districts for which they may be
elected, respectively. Previous to the first election, the governor shall cause a census or enumera-
tion of the inhabitants of the several counties and districts of the Territory to be taken, and the first
election shall be held at such times and places and be conducted in such manner as the governor
shall appoint and direct, and he shall, at the same time, declare the number of members of the
council and house of representatives to which each of the counties and districts shall be entitled
under this act.

The number of persons authorized to be elected having the highest number of votes, in each of said
council districts for members of the council, shall be declared by the governor to be duly elected to
the council, and the person or persons authorized to be elected, having the greatest number of
votes for the house of representatives, equal to the number to which each county or district shall be
entitled, shall also be declared by the governor to be duly elected members of the house of
representatives; provided, that in case of a tie between two or more persons voted for, the governor
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shall order a new election to supply the vacancy made by such tie. And the persons thus elected to
the legislative assembly shall meet at such place on such day as the governor shall appoint, but
thereafter the time, place and manner of holding and conducting all elections by the people, and
the apportioning of the representation in the several counties or districts to the council and house
of representatives, according to the population, shall be prescribed by laws, as well as the day of
the commencement of the regular session of the legislative assembly: provided, that no one ses-
sion shall exceed the term of sixty days.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every free white male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one
years, who shall have been a resident of said Territory at the time of the passage of this act, shall be
entitled to vote at the first election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said Territory; but
the qualifications of voters and of holding office at all subsequent elections shall be such as shall
be prescribed by the legisiative assembly; provided, that the right of suffrage and of holding office
shall be exercised only by citizens of the United States and those who shall have declared on oath
their intention to become such, and shall have taken an oath to support the constitution of the
United States and the provisions of this act.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power of the Territory shall extend to all
rightful subjects of legislation, consistent with the Constitution of the United States and the provi-
sions of this act: but no law shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax
shall be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor shall the lands or other property of
non-residents be taxed higher than the lands or other property of residents. All the laws passed by
the legislative assembly and governor shall be submitted to the Congress of the United States, and
if disapproved shall be null and of no effect.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township, district and county officers, not herein other-
wise provided for, shall be appointed or elected, as the case may be, in such manner as shall be
provided by the governor and legislative assembly of the Territory of Minnesota. The governor shall
nominate and, by and with the advice and consent of the legislative council, appoint all officers not
herein otherwise provided for, and, in the first instance, the governor alone may appoint all said
officers, who shall hold their offices until the end of the next session of the legislative assembily.

Sec. 8. And be if further enacted, That no member of the legislative assembly shall hold or be
appointed to any office which shall have been created, or the salary or emoluments of which shall
have been increased, while he was a member, during the term for which he was elected, and for one
year after the expiration of such term: and no person holding a commission or appointment under
the United States, except postmasters, shall be a member of the legislative assembly. or shall hold
any office under the government of said Territory.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power of said Territory shalli be vested in a
supreme court, district courts, probate courts, and in justices of the peace. The supreme court shall
consist of a chief justice and two associate justices, and two of whom shall constitute a quorum,
and who shall hold a term at the seat of government of said Territory annually; and they shall hold
their offices during the period of four years. The said Territory shall be divided into three judicial
districts, and a district court shall be held in each of said districts by one of the justices of the
supreme court, at such time and places as may be prescribed by law; and the said judges shall. after
their appointment, respectively, reside in the districts which shall be assigned them. The jurisdic-
tion of the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and original. and that of probate
courts and justices of the peace, shall be as limited by law; provided, that the justices of the peace
shall not have jurisdiction of any matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may be
in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars: and the said
supreme and district courts, respectively, shall possess chancery as well as common law jurisdic-
tion. Each district court, or the judges thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register
in chancery, and shall keep his office at the place where the court may be held. Writs of error, bills
of exception and appeals shall be allowed in all cases from the final decisions of said district courts
to the supreme court, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law, butin no case removed
to the supreme court shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The supreme court, or the justices
thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the court
for which he shall have been appointed. Writs of error and appeals from the final decisions of said
supreme court shall be allowed, and may be taken to the supreme court of the United States, in the
same manner and under the same regulations as from the circuit courts of the United States. where
the value of the property or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation
of either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars: and each of the said
district courts shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction, in all cases arising under the constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, as is vested in the circuit and district courts of the United States;
and the first six days of every term of said courts, or so much thereof as shall be necessary. shall be
appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said constitution and laws: and writs of error
and appeal in all such cases shall be made to the supreme court of said Territory. the same as in
other cases. The said clerk shall receive in all such cases the same fees which the clerks of the
district courts of the late Wisconsin Territory received for similar services.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed an attorney for said Territory, who
shall continue in office for four years, unless sooner removed by the president. and who shall
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receive the same fees and salary as the attorney of the United States for the late Territory of
Wisconsin received. There shall also be a marshal for the Territory appointed, and whoe shall hold
his office for four years, unless sooner removed by the president, and who shall execute all proc-
esses issuing from the said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction as circuit and district courts of
the United States; he shall perform the duties, be subject to the same regulations and penalties, and
be entitled to the same fees as the marshal of the district court of the United States for the late
Territory of Wisconsin; and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars annually as a compensa-
tion for extra services.

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary, chief justice and associate jus-
tices, attorney and marshai, shall be nominated and by and with the advice and consent of the
senate, appointed by the president of the United States. The governor and secretary to be
appointed as aforesaid shall, before they act as such, respectively, take an oath or affirmation,
before the district judge, or some justice of the peace in the limits of said Territory, duly authorized
to administer oaths and affirmations by the faws now in force therein, or before the chief justice, or
some associate justice of the supreme court of the United States, to support the constitution of the
United States, and faithfully to discharge the duties of their respective offices, which said oaths,
when so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the same shall have been taken, and such
certificates shall be received and recorded by the said secretary among the executive proceedings:
and the chief justice and associate justices, and all other civil officers in said Territory. before they
act as such, shall take a like oath or affirmation, before the said governor or secretary, or some
judge or justice of the peace of the Territory, who may be duly commissioned and qualified. which
said oath or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted, by the person taking the same, to the
secretary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; and afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall be
taken, certified and recorded in such manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The governor
shall receive an annual salary of $1,500 as governor, and $1,000 as superintendent of Indian affairs.
The chief justice and associate justice shall each receive an annual salary of $1,800. The secretary
shall receive an annual salary of $1,800. The said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, at the
treasury of the United States. The members of the legislative assembly shall be entitled to receive
three dollars each per day during their attendance at the session thereof, and three dollars each for
every twenty miles traveled in going to and returning from the said sessions, estimated according to
the nearest usually traveled route. There shall be appropriated, annually, the sum of $1,000, to be
expended by the governor to defray the contingent expenses of the Territory; and there shall also
be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum to be expended by the secretary of the Territory, and
upon an estimate to be made by the secretary of the treasury of the United States, to defray the
expenses of the legislative assembly, the printing of the laws, and other incidental expenses, and
the secretary of the Territory shall annually account to the secretary of the treasury of the United
States for the manner in which the aforesaid sum shall have been expended.

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of the said Territory shall be entitled to all
the rights, privileges and immunities heretofore granted and secured to the Territory of Wisconsin
and to its inhabitants; and the laws in force in the Territory of Wisconsin at the date of the
admission of the State of Wisconsin shall continue to be valid and operative therein, so far as the
same be not incompatible with the provisions of this act, subject, nevertheless, to be altered,
modified or repealed by the governor and legislative assembly of the said Territory of Minnesota;
and the laws of the United States are hereby extended over and declared to be in force in said
Territory, so far as the same, or any provision thereof, may be applicable.

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the legisiative assembly of the Territory of Minnesota shall
hold its first session in St. Paul; and at said first session the governor and legislative assembly shall
locate and establish a temporary seat of government for said Territory, at such place as they may
deem eligible; and shall at such time as they shall see proper prescribe by law the manner of
locating the permanent seat of government of said Territory by a vote of the people. And the sum of
twenty thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby
appropriated and granted to said Territory of Minnesota, to be applied by the governor and legisla-
tive assembly to the erection of suitable public buildings at the seat of government.

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate of the house of representatives of the United
States, to serve for the term of two years, may be elected by the voters qualified to elect members of
the legislative assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges as are exercised and
enjoyed by the delegates from the several other territories of the United States to the said house of
representatives. The first election shall be held at such time and places and be conducted in such
manner as the governor shall appoint and direct; and at all subsequent elections the times, places
and manner of holding the elections shall be prescribed by law. The person having the greatest
number of votes shall be declared by the governor to be duly elected, and a certificate thereof shall
be given accordingly.

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process and proceedings, civil and criminal, at law
or in chancery, and all indictments and informations, which shall be pending and undetermined in
the courts of the Territory of Wisconsin, within the limits of said Territory of Minnesota, when this
act shall take effect, shall be transferred to be heard, tried, prosecuted and determined in the
district courts hereby established, which may include the counties or districts where any such
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proceedings may be pending. All bonds, recognizances, and obligations of every kind whatsoever,
valid under the existing laws, within the limits of said Territory, shall be valid under this act; and all
crimes and misdemeanors against the laws, in force within said limits, may be prosecuted, tried,
and punished in the courts established by this act; and all penalties, forfeitures. actions and causes
of action may be recovered under this act the same as they would have been under the laws in force
within the limits composing said Territory at the time this act shall go into operation.

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That all justices of the peace, constables, sheriffs. and all other
judicial and ministerial officers, who shall be in office within the limits of said Territory. when this
act shall take effect, shall be and they are hereby authorized and required to continue to exercise
and perform the duties of their respective offices as officers of the Territory of Minnesota, tempor-
arily, and until they or others shall be duly appointed and qualified to fill their places. in the manner
herein directed. or until their offices shall be abolished.

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of $5,000 be and the same is hereby appropriated
out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by and under the
direction of the said governor of the Territory of Minnesota, in the purchase of a library, to be kept
at the seat of government for the use of the governor, legislative assembly, judges of the supreme
court, secretary, marshal, and attorneys of said Territory, and such other persons and under such
regulations as shall be prescribed by taw.

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in said Territory shall be surveyed under the
direction of the government of the United States, preparatory to bringing the same into market,
sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each township in said Territory shall be and the same
are hereby reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools in said Territory, and in the state
and territories hereafter to be erected out of the same.

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That temporarily, and until otherwise provided by faw, the
governor of said territory may define the judicial districts of said Territory, and assign the judges
who may be appointed for said Territory to the several districts, and also appoint the times and
places for holding courts in the several counties or subdivisions in each of said judicial districts. by
proctamation to be issued by him: but the legisiative assembly. at their first or any subsequent
session, may organize, alter or modify such judicial districts, and assign the judges, and alter the
times and places of holding the courts, as to them shall seem proper and convenient.

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That every bill which shall or may pass the council and house of
representatives, shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the governar of the Territory: if he
approve, he shall sign it; but if not he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which it
originated; which shall cause the objections to be entered at large upon their journal, and proceed
to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it
shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall also be reconsid-
ered, and if approved by two-thirds of that house it shall become a law; but in all such cases the
votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for
or against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house, respectively. if any bill shall not be
returned by the governor within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to
him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, uniess the legislative assembly, by
adjuournment, prevent it, in which case it shall not become a law.

The Enabling Act
Henry M. Rice, delegate to Congress from the territory of Minnesota, at the opening of

Congress in December, 1856, introduced a bill for an act to authorize a state govern-
ment for Minnesota. The Rice bill proposed that the north, south and east boundaries
of Minnesota be continued, and that the west boundary be established as a line begin-
ning at a point in the center of the main channel of the Red River of the North at the
Canadian border and running south through Lake Traverse, through Big Stone Lake,
to the Big Sioux River and to the northwest corner of lowa. In place of the Big Sioux
River Congress substituted a line from the outlet of Big Stone Lake due south to the
lowa border.

Considerable controversy had arisen in the territory over proposed boundaries for the
state of Minnesota. There were two general groups, the east and west group and the
north and south group. The east and west group proposed the Missouri River as the
west boundary, and a point just north of St. Paul as the north boundary. The Rice bill
followed the proposal of the north and south group.

The bill for an enabling act was not without opposition in Congress. However, Minneso-
ta again found a friend in Senator Stephen A. Douglas who was still chairman of the
senate committee on territories. The enabling act passed Congress and was approved
on February 27, 1857.

In addition to establishing boundaries for the state of Minnesota, the enabling act
24
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provided for a constitutional convention and an election of delegates to that conven-
tion. It further provided that the following proposals be submitted for the consideration
of the constitutional convention: that 72 sections of land be reserved and set aside for
a state university; that ten sections be granted to the state to complete and erect public
buildings at the capitol; that ail salt springs, not exceeding 12, be granted to the state
for its use; and that five per centum of net proceeds from the sale by Congress of public
lands lying within the state of Minnesota be paid to the state for public road purposes.

The enabling act also authorized the state of Minnesota to have one representative in
Congress and such additional representatives as the population of the state would
entitle it to at the current ratio of representation. For the purpose of determining the
population the act authorized a census to be taken by the United States marshal for the
territory of Minnesota. The census was completed in October of 1857, population
150,037.

ACT AUTHORIZING A STATE GOVERNMENT

[Passed Feb. 26, 1857]

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America, in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of that portion of the Territory of Minnesota
which is embraced within the foliowing limits, to-wit: Beginning at the point in the center of the
main channel of the Red River of the North, where the boundary line between the United States and
the British Possessions crosses the same; thence up the main channel of said river to that of the
Bois de Sioux river; thence up the main channel of said river to Lake Traverse: thence up the center
of said lake to the southern extremity thereof, thence in a direct line to the head of Big Stone lake;
thence through its center to its outlet; thence by a due south line to the north line of the State of
lowa: thence along the northern boundary of said state to the main channel of the Mississippi river;
thence up the main channel of said river, and following the boundary line of the State of Wisconsin,
until the same intersects with the St. Louis river; thence down the said river to and through Lake
Superior, on the boundary line of Wisconsin and Michigan, until it intersects the dividing line
between the United States and the British Possessions, thence up Pigeon river and following said
dividing line to the place of beginning, be and they hereby are authorized to form for themselves a
constitution and state government by the name of the State of Minnesota, and to come into the
Union on an equal footing with the original states, according to the Federal Constitution.
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the State of Minnesota shall have concurrent jurisdiction on
the Mississippi and all other rivers and waters bordering on the said State of Minnesota, so far as
the same shall form a common boundary to said state and any state or states now or hereafter to be
formed or bounded by the same; and said river or waters leading into the same shall be common
highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of said state as to all other citizens of the
United States, without any tax, duty, impost, or toll therefor.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That on the first Monday in June next, the legal voters in each
representative district then existing within the limits of the proposed state, are hereby authorized to
elect two delegates for each representative to which said district shall be entitled according to the
apportionment for representatives to the territorial legislature; which election for delegates shall be
held and conducted, and the returns made, in all respects in conformity with the laws of said
Territory regulating the election of representatives, and the delegates so elected shall assemble at
the capitol of said Territory on the second Monday in July next, and first determine by a vote
whether it is the wish of the people of the proposed State to be admitted into the Union at that time;
and if so, shall proceed to form a constitution, and take all necessary steps for the establishment of
a state government, in conformity with the Federal Constitution, subject to the approval and rati-
fication of the people of the proposed State.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in the event said convention shall decide in favor of the
immediate admission of the proposed State into the Union, it shall be the duty of the United States
marshal for said Territory to proceed to take a census or enumeration of the inhabitants within the
limits of the proposed State, under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the
secretary of the interior, with the view of ascertaining the enumber of representatives to which said
State may be entitled in the Congress of the United States. And said State shall be entitled to one
representative, and such additional representatives as the population of the State shall, according
to the census, show it would be entitled to according to the present ratio of representation.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the following propositions be and the same are hereby
offered to the said convention of the people of Minnesota for their free acceptance or rejection,
which, if accepted by the convention, shall be obligatory on the United States, and upon the said
State of Minnesota, to-wit:

First — That sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in every township of public lands in said
State, and where either of said sections, or any part thereof, has been sold or otherwise been
disposed of, other lands, equivalent thereto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to said
State for the use of schools.

Second — That seventy-two sections of land shall be set apart and reserved for the use and support
of a state university, to be selected by the governor of said State, subject to the approval of the
commissioner at the general land office, and to be appropriated and applied in such manner as the
legislature of said State may prescribe; for the purpose aforesaid, but for no other purpose.

Third — Ten entire sections of land to be selected by the governor of said State, in legal subdivi-
sions, shall be granted to said State for the purpose of completing the public buildings, or for the
erection of others at the seat of government, under the direction of the legislature thereof.

Fourth — That all salt springs within said State, not exceeding twelve in number, with six sections
of land adjoining or as contiguous as may be to each, shall be granted to said State for its use; and
the same to be selected by the governor thereof within one year after the admission of said State,
and, when so selected, to be used or disposed of on such terms, conditions and regulations as the
legislature shall direct; provided, that no salt spring or land the right whereof is now vested in any
individual or in individuals, or which may be hereafter confirmed or adjudged to any individual or
individuals, shall by this article be granted to said State.

Fifth — That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales of all public lands lying within said State,
which shall be sold by Congress after the admission of said State into the Union, after deducting all
the expenses incident to the same, shall be paid to said State for the purpose of making public
roads and internal improvements as the legislature shall direct; provided, the foregoing proposi-
tions herein offered are on the condition that the said convention which shall form the constitution
of said State shall provide, by a clause in said constitution, or an ordinance, irrevocable without the
consent of the United States, that said State shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the
soil within the same by the United States, or with any regulations Congress may find necessary for
securing the title in said soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and that no tax shall be imposed on
lands belonging to the United States, and that in no case shall nonresident proprietors be taxed
higher than residents.

The Minnesota Constitution

The state of Minnesota is unique among constitutional governments in that it doesn’t
have a constitution — it has two. The circumstances which gave rise to this historical
anomaly depict the strong feeling for independent political thinking which has per-
vaded Minnesota politics since statehood. However, any thought of illegality because
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of two constitutions should be promptly dismissed, for the two instruments are sub-
stantially identical, and all challenges on this issue have been quickly overturned.

The Constitutional Convention

in accordance with the enabling act of February 26, 1857, an election was held on June
1, 1857, at which Republican and Democratic delegates were elected to the constitu-
tional convention. When these delegates assembled in St. Paul on July 13, 1857, to
draft the Minnesota constitution, bitterness between the two parties was so intense
that Republican delegates and Democratic delegates refused to meet in the same
convention. As a result each party held separate sessions in different rooms of the first
capitol building.

The Democratic “‘convention” was presided over by Henry H. Sibley, later elected first
governor of Minnesota. The Republican “convention’ was presided over first by John
W. North, and later by St. Andrew D. Balcombe.

The political cleavage was so great that the two bodies never acted in joint meeting
during the entire constitutional convention — July 13 to Aug. 29. The final work of
writing the constitution was done through a conference committee composed of five
conferees from each of the conventions. The conferees, by reporting to and receiving
advice from their respective conventions, were able to draft a constitution that would
be acceptable to both bodies. On August 28, 1857, in spite of numerous protests by
delegates, the report of the conference committee was adopted without amendment by
both the Republican and Democratic conventions.

However, when it came time to sign the constitution, the bitter feeling was still so
intense that Democrats would not sign an instrument which bore Republican signa-
tures, and the Republicans likewise objected to signing an instrument which bore the
signatures of Democrats. The solution to this impasse is a credit to Minnesota political
ingenuity — two constitutions. One constitution was written on white paper and signed
only by Republicans. The other constitution was written on blue-tinted paper and
signed only by Democrats. Thus, on the twenty-ninth day of August, after seven weeks
of political dispute and disagreement, the "'two”” conventions adjourned when as many
members as could bring themselves to do so signed the copy of the constitution
enrolled for their particular convention.

Both copies of the constitution are now in the custody of the Minnesota Archives
Commission where they are being preserved as evidence of our fundamental law, and
as testimony to a unigue and exciting political history.

Election to Accept the Constitution

The schedule to the constitution provided for an election to be held on October 13,
1857. At this election the voters were to accept or reject the constitution. The ballots
used for this purpose were printed to provide only for affirmative votes. A voter who
wished to reject the constitution had to alter his ballot and write in a negative vote. The
result — 30,055 for acceptance and 571 for rejection.

Approval by Congress

The procedure for acquiring statehood not only requires a constitution to be approved
by the voters of the proposed state, the constitution must also be approved by Con-
gress. in December of 1857 the Minnesota constitution was submitted to the United
States senate for ratification.

A certified copy of the Democratic constitution was transmitted to the senate by the
territorial secretary — a Democrat. This copy was attached to the bill for the admission
of Minnesota into the union. However, when the bill was reported back from the senate,
historians report that the Republican constitution was attached. In any event, there is
substantial authority that both constitutions were before Congress when Minnesota
was admitted to the union on May 11, 1858.

But, in reality the constitution ratified by Congress was not the original constitution. At
the election of October 13, 1857, in addition to voting on the constitution, the voters
elected executive, legislative and judicial officers. The ctate officers were content to
wait for the act of Congress before assuming office. But the legislature took a contrary
view. It convened on December 3, 1857, on the theory that under the enabling act the
statehood of Minnesota began when the voters approved the constitution. Even
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though this theory was incorrect, the legislature proceeded to enact laws, the effects ot
which have remained undisturbed by the courts. The first two acts passed by the
legislature were proposed amendments to the constitution. One amendment author-
ized a loan to railroads of $5,000,000, and the other related to the term of office of the
first state officers. These amendments were ratified by the voters at a special election
held April 15, 1858. Thus, it would appear that the constitution which Congress
approved on May 11, 1858, was an amended constitution — not the original adopted by
the constitutional convention and approved by the voters in 1857.

The Minnesota Constitution ¢ 1974
Publication of the Minnesota constitution in the following form reflects an amendment
approved by the legislature and submitted to the voters according to Article IX.

The legislature in 1971 established a constitutional study commission to review the
constitution and make recommendations to maintain its utility.

On November 5, 1974, voters approved an amendment which was recommended by the
commission after two years study.

After two years study, the commission recommended that an amendment restructuring
the constitution for easy reference and rewriting it in modern language be prepared.
The amendment was introduced and passed in both houses, signed by the governor,
and approved by the voters on November 5, 1974.

Subsequent amendments which may be voted by Minnesota citizens will be made to
this document. The previous wording of the constitution is printed, with all the amend-
ments approved by voters since its adoption in 1857, in the Minnesota Legislative
Manual, 1973-1974, pages 445-484.

The amendment approved in 1974 did not alter the meaning of the constitution. In
cases of constitutional law, the original document remains the final authority.

The report of the constitutional study commission is available in public libraries and in
the legislative reference library.

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA
Adopted October 13, 1857.
Generally Revised November 5, 1974

Preamble

We, the people of the state of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil and religious liberty, and
desiring to perpetuate its blessings and secure the same to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain
and establish this Constitution.

ARTICLE |
BILL OF RIGHTS

Section 1. Object of government. Government is instituted for the security, benefit and protection
of the people, in whom all political power is inherent, together with the right to alter, modify or
reform government whenever required by the public good.

Sec. 2. Rights and privileges. No member of this state shall be disfranchised or deprived of any of
the rights or privileges secured to any citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land or the judgment
of his peers. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the state otherwise than as
punishment for a crime of which the party has been convicted.

Sec. 3. Liberty of the press. The liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate, and all persons
may freely speak, write and publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse
of such right.

Sec. 4. Trial by jury. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and shall extend to all cases at
law without regard to the amount in controversy. A jury trial may be waived by the parties in all
cases in the manner prescribed by law. The legislature may provide that the agreement of five-
sixths of a jury in a civil action or proceeding, after not less than six hours’ deliberation, is a
sufficient verdict.

Sec. 5. No excessive bail or unusual punishments. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted.

Sec. 6. Rights of accused in criminal prosecutions. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of the county or district wherein the
crime shall have been committed, which county or district shall have been previously ascertained
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by law. The accused shall enjoy the right to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation,
to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory process for obtaining witness-
es in his favor and to have the assistance of counsel in his defense.

Sec. 7. Due process; prosecutions; double jeopardy; self-incrimination; bail; habeas corpus. No
person shall be held to answer for a criminal offense without due process of law, and no person
shall be put twice in jeopardy of punishment for the same offense, nor be compelled in any criminal
case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process
of law. All persons before conviction shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital
offenses when the proof is evident or the presumption great. The privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended unless the public safety requires it in case of rebellion or invasion.

Sec. 8. Redress of injuries or wrongs. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the laws for
all injuries or wrongs which he may receive to his person, property or character, and to obtain
justice freely and without purchase, completely and without denial, promptly and without delay,
conformable to the laws.

Sec. 9. Treason defined. Treason against the state consists only in levying war against the state, or
in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason
unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act or on confession in open court.

Sec. 10. Unreasonable searches and seizures prohibited. The right of the people to be secure in
their persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be
violated; and no warrant shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be searched and the person or things to be seized.

Sec. 11. Attainders, ex post facto laws and laws impairing contracts prohibited. No bill of attain-
der, ex post facto law, or any law impairing the obligation of contracts shall be passed, and no
conviction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate.

Sec. 12. Imprisonment for debt; property exemption. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in
this state, but this shall not prevent the legislature from providing for imprisonment, or holding to
bail, persons charged with fraud in contracting said debt. A reasonable amount of property shall be
exempt from seizure or sale for the payment of any debt or liability. The amount of such exemption
shall be determined by law. Provided, however, that all property so exempted shall be liable to
seizure and sale for any debts incurred to any person for work done or materials furnished in the
construction, repair or improvement of the same, and provided further, that such liability to seizure
and sale shall also extend to all real property for any debt to any laborer or servant for labor or
service performed.

Sec. 13. Private property for public use. Private property shall not be taken, destroyed or damaged
for public use without just compensation therefor, first paid or secured.

Sec. 14. Military power subordinate. The military shall be subordinate to the civil power and no
standing army shall be maintained in this state in times of peace.

Sec. 15. Lands allodial; void agricultural leases. All lands within the state are allodial and feudal
tenures of every description with all their incidents are prohibited. Leases and grants of agricultural
lands for a longer period than 21 years reserving rent or service of any kind shall be void.

Sec. 16. Freedom of conscience; no preference to be given to any religious establishment or
mode of worship. The enumeration of rights in this constitution shall not deny or impair others
retained by and inherent in the people. The right of every man to worship God according to the
dictates of his own conscience shall never be infringed; nor shall any man be compelled to attend,
erect or support any place of worship, or to maintain any religious or ecclesiastical ministry, against
his consent; nor shall any control of or interference with the rights of conscience be permitted, or
any preference be given by law to any religious establishment or mode of worship; but the liberty of
conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness or justify
practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of the state, nor shall any money be drawn from the
treasury for the benefit of any religious societies or religious or theological seminaries.

Sec. 17. Religious tests and property qualifications prohibited. No religious test or amount of
property shall be required as a qualification for any office of public trust in the state. No religious
test or amount of property shall be required as a qualification of any voter at any election in this
state; nor shall any person be rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law or equity in
consequence of his opinion upon the subject of religion.

ARTICLE Il
NAME AND BOUNDARIES

Section 1. Name and boundaries; acceptance of organic act. This state shall be called the state of
Minnesota and shall consist of and have jurisdiction over the territory embraced in the act of
Congress entitled, “*An act to authorize the people of the Territory of Minnesota to form a constitu-
tion and state government, preparatory to their admission into the Union on equal footing with the
original states,”” and the propositions contained in that act are hereby accepted, ratified and con-
firmed, and remain irrevocable without the consent of the United States.
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Sec. 2. Jurisdiction on boundary waters. The state of Minnesota has concurrent jurisdiction on the
Mississippi and on all other rivers and waters forming a common boundary with any other state or
states. Navigable waters leading into the same, shall be common highways and forever free to
citizens of the United States without any tax, duty, impost or toll therefor.

ARTICLE il
DISTRIBUTION OF THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT

Section 1. Division of powers. The powers of government shall be divided into three distinct
departments: legislative, executive and judicial. No person or persons belonging to or constituting
one of these departments shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the
others except in the instances expressly provided in this constitution.

ARTICLE IV
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

" Section 1. Composition of legislature. The legislature consists of the senate and house of repre-
sentatives.

Sec. 2. Apportionment of members. The number of members who compose the senate and house
of representatives shall be prescribed by law. The representation in both houses shall be appor-
tioned equally throughout the different sections of the state in proportion to the population thereof.

Sec. 3. Census enumeration apportionment; congressional and legislative district boundaries;
senate districts. At its first session after each enumeration of the inhabitants of this state made by
the authority of the United States, the legislature shall have the power to prescribe the bounds of
congressional and legislative districts. Senators shall be chosen by single districts of convenient
contiguous territory. No representative district shall be divided in the formation of a senate district.
The senate districts shall be numbered in a regular series.

Sec. 4. Terms of office of senators and representatives; vacancies. Representatives shall be
chosen for a term of two years, except to fill a vacancy. Senators shall be chosen for a term of four
years, except to fill a vacancy and except there shall be an entire new election of all the senators at
the first election of representatives after each new legislative apportionment provided for in this
article. The governor shall call elections to fill vacancies in either house of the legislature.

Sec. 5. Restriction on holding office. No senator or representative shall hold any other office under
the authority of the United States or the state of Minnesota, except that of postmaster or of notary
public. If elected or appointed to another office, a legislator may resign from the legislature by
tendering his resignation to the governor.

Sec. 6. Qualification of legislators; judging election returns and eligibility. Senators and repre-
sentatives shall be qualified voters of the state, and shall have resided one year in the state and six
months immediately preceding the election in the district from which elected. Each house shall be
the judge of the election returns and eligibility of its own members. The legislature shall prescribe
by law the manner for taking evidence in cases of contested seats in either house.

Sec. 7. Rules of government. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, sit upon its
own adjournment, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and with the concurrence of two-
thirds expel a member; but no member shall be expelled a second time for the same offense.

Sec. 8. Oath of office. Each member and officer of the legislature before entering upon his duties
shall take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution of the United States, the constitution of
this state, and to discharge faithfully the duties of his office to the best of his judgment and ability.

Sec. 9. Compensation. The compensation of senators and representatives shall be prescribed by
law. No increase of compensation shall take effect during the period for which the members of the
existing house of representatives may have been elected.

Sec. 10. Privilege from arrest. The members of each house in all cases except treason, felony and
breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest during the session of their respective houses
and in going to or returning from the same. For any speech or debate in either house they shall not
be questioned in any other place.

Sec. 11. Protest and dissent of members. Two or more members of either house may dissent and
protest against any act or resolution which they think injurious to the public or to any individual and
have the reason of their dissent entered in the journal.

Sec. 12. Biennial meetings; length of session; special sessions; length of adjournments. The
legislature shall meet at the seat of government in regular session in each biennium at the times
prescribed by law for not exceeding a total of 120 legislative days. The legislature shall not meet in
regular session, nor in any adjournment thereof, after the first Monday following the third Saturday
in May of any year. After meeting at a time prescribed by law, the legislature may adjourn to another
time. “'Legislative day” shall be defined by law. A special session of the legislature may be called by
the governor on extraordinary occasions.

Neither house during a session of the legislature shall adjourn for more than three days (Sundays
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excepted) nor to any other piace than that in which the two houses shall be assembled without the
consent of the other house.

sec. 13. Quorum. A majority of each house constitutes a quorum to transact business, but a
smaller number may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent members in the
manner and under the penalities it may provide.

Sec. 14. Open sessions. Each house shall be open to the public during its sessions except in cases
which in its opinion require secrecy.

sec. 15. Officers; journals. Each house shall elect its presiding officer and other officers as may be
provided by law. Both houses shall keep journals of their proceedings, and from time to time
publish the same, and the yeas and nays, when taken on any question, shall be entered in the
journals.

sec. 16. Elections viva voce. In all elections by the legisiature members shall vote viva voce and
their votes shall be entered in the journal.

Sec. 17. Laws to embrace only one subject. No law shall embrace more than one subject, which
shall be ‘expressed in its title.

Sec. 18. Revenue bills to originate in house. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the
house of representatives, but the senate may propose and concur with the amendments as on other

bills.

Sec. 19. Reporting of bills. Every bill shall be reported on three different days in each house,
unless, in case of urgency, two-thirds of the house where the bill is pending deem it expedient to
dispense with this rule.

Sec. 20. Enroliment of bills. Every bill passed by both houses shall be enrolled and signed by the
presiding officer of each house. Any presiding officer refusing to sign a bill passed by both houses
shall thereafter be disqualified from any office of honor or profit in the state. Each house by rule
shall provide the manner in which a bill shall be certified for presentation to the governor in case of
such refusal.

Sec. 21. Passage of bills on last day of session prohibited. No bill shall be passed by either house
upon the day prescribed for adjournment. This section shall not preclude the enroliment of a bill or
its transmittal from one house to the other or to the executive for his signature.

Sec. 22. Majority vote of all members to pass a law. The style of all laws of this state shall be: "Be
it enacted by the legislature of the state of Minnesota.” No taw shall be passed unless voted for by a
majority of all the members elected to each house of the legislature, and the vote entered in the
journal of each house.

Sec. 23. Approval of bills by governor; action on veto. Every bill passed in conformity to the rules
of each house and the joint rules of the two houses shall be presented to the governor. If he
approves a bill, he shall sign it, deposit it in the office of the secretary of state and notify the house
in which it originated of that fact. If he vetoes a biil, he shall return it with his objections to the
house in which it originated. His objections shall be entered in the journal. If, after reconsideration,
two-thirds of that house agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the governor’'s objec-
tions, to the other house, which shall likewise reconsider it. If approved by two-thirds of that house
it becomes a law and shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of state. In such cases the
votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for
or against the bill shall be entered in the journal of each house. Any bill not returned by the
governor within three days (Sundays excepted) after it is presented to him becomes a law as if he
had signed it, unless the legislature by adjournment within that time prevents its return. Any bill
passed during the last three days of a session may be presented to the governor during the three
days following the day of final adjournment and becomes law if the governor signs and deposits it
in the office of the secretary of state within 14 days after the adjournment of the legislature. Any bill
passed during the last three days of the session which is not signed and deposited within 14 days
after adjournment does not become a law.

If a bill presented to the governor contains several items of appropriation of money, he may veto
one or more of the items while approving the bill. At the time he signs the bill the governor shall
append to it a statement of the item he vetoes and the vetoed items shall not take effect. If the
legislature is in session, he shall transmit to the house in which the bill originated a copy of the
statement, and the items vetoed shall be separately reconsidered. If on reconsideration any item is
approved by two-thirds of the members elected to each house, it is a part of the law notwithstand-
ing the objections of the governor.

Sec. 24. Presentation of orders, resolutions, and votes to governor. Each order, resolution or
vote requiring the concurrence of the two houses except such as relate to the business or adjourn-
ment of the legislature shall be presented to the governor and is subject to his veto as prescribed in
case of a bill.

Sec. 25. Disorderly conduct. During a session each house may punish by imprisonment for not
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more than 24 hours any person not a member who is guilty of any disorderly or contemptuous
behavior in its presence.

Sec. 26. Banking laws; two-thirds votes. Passage of a general banking law requires the vote of
two-thirds of the members of each house of the legislature.

ARTICLE V
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Section 1. Executive officers. The executive department consists of a governor, lieutenant gov-
ernor, secretary of state, auditor, treasurer and attorney general, who shall be chosen by the
electors of the state. The governor and lieutenant governor shall be chosen jointly by a single vote
applying to both offices in a manner prescribed by law.

Sec. 2. Term of governor and lieutenant governor; qualifications. The term of office for the
governor and lieutenant governor is four years and until a successor is chosen and qualified. Each
shall have attained the age of 25 years and, shall have been a bona fide resident of the state for one
year next preceding his election, and shall be a citizen of the United States.

Sec. 3. Powers and duties of governor. The governor shall communicate by message to each
session of the legislature information touching the state and country. He is commander-in-chief of
the military and naval forces and may call them out to execute the laws, suppress insurrection and
repel invasion. He may require the opinion in writing of the principal officer in each of the executive
departments upon any subject relating to his duties. With the advice and consent of the senate he
may appoint notaries public and other officers provided by law. He may appoint commissioners to
take the acknowledgment of deeds or other instruments in writing to be used in the state. He shall
take care that the laws be faithfully executed. He shall fill any vacancy that may occur in the offices
of secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, attorney general and the other state and district offices
hereafter created by law until the end of the term for which the person who had vacated the office
was elected or the first Monday in January following the next general election, whichever is sooner,
and until a successor is chosen and qualified.

Sec. 4. Terms and salaries of executive officers. The term of office of the secretary of state,
treasurer, attorney general and state auditor is four years and until a successor is chosen and
qualified. The duties and salaries of the executive officers shall be prescribed by law.

Sec. 5. Succession to offices of governor and lieutenant governor. In case a vacancy occurs from
any cause whatever in the office of governor, the lieutenant governor shall be governor during such
vacancy. The compensation of the lieutenant governor shall be prescribed by law. The last elected
presiding officer of the senate shall become lieutenant governor in case a vacancy occurs in that
office. In case the governor is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the same
devolves on the lieutenant governor. The legislature may provide by law for the case of the removal,
death, resignation, or inability both of the governor and lieutenant governor to discharge the duties
of governor and may provide by law for continuity of government in periods of emergency resulting
from disasters caused by enemy attack in this state, including but not limited to, succession to the
powers and duties of public office and change of the seat of government.

Sec. 6. Oath of office of state officers. Each officer created by this articie before entering upon his
duties shall take an oath or affirmation to support the constitution of the United States and of this
state and to discharge faithfully the duties of his office to the best of his judgment and ability.

Sec. 7. Board of pardons. The governor, the attorney general and the chief justice of the supreme
court constitute a board of pardons. Its powers and duties shall be defined and regulated by law.
The governor in conjunction with the board of pardons has power to grant reprieves and pardons
after conviction for an offense against the state except in cases of impeachment.

ARTICLE VI
JUDICIARY

Section 1. Judicial power. The judicial power of the state is vested in a supreme court, a court of
appeals, if established by the legislature, a district court and such other courts, judicial officers and
commissioners with jurisdiction inferior to the district court as the legislature may establish.

Sec. 2. Supreme court. The supreme court consists of one chief judge and not less than six nor
more than eight associate judges as the legislature may establish. It shall have original jurisdiction
in such remedial cases as are prescribed by law, and appellate jurisdiction in all cases, but there
shall be no trial by jury in the supreme court.

As provided by law judges of the district court may be assigned temporarily to act as judges of the
supreme court upon its request.

The supreme court shall appoint to serve at its pleasure a clerk, a reporter, a state law librarian and
other necessary employees.

Sec. 3. Jurisdiction of district court. The district court has original jurisdiction in all civil and
criminal cases and shall have appellate jurisdiction as prescribed by law.
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Sec. 4. Judicial districts; district judges. The number and boundaries of judicial districts shall be
established in the manner provided by law but the office of a district judge shall not be abolished
during his term. There shall be two or more district judges in each district. Each judge of the district
court in any district shall be a resident of that district at the time of his selection and during his
continuance in office.

sec. 5. Qualifications; compensation. Judges of the supreme court and the district court shall be
learned in the law. The qualifications of all other judges and judicial officers shall be prescribed by
Jaw. The compensation of all judges shall be prescribed by the legislature and shall not be dimin-
ished during their term of office.

sec. 6. Holding other office. A judge of the supreme court or the distrct court shall not hold any
office under the United States except a commission in a reserve component of the military forces of
the United States and shall not hold any other office under this state. His term of office shall
terminate at the time he files as a candidate for an elective office of the United States or for a
nonjudicial office of this state.

sec. 7. Term of office; election. The term of office of all judges shall be six years and until their
successors are qualified. They shall be elected by the voters from the area which they are to serve in
the manner provided by law.

Sec. 8. Vacancy. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of judge the governor shall appoint in
the manner provided by law a qualified person to fill the vacancy until a successor is elected and
qualified. The successor shall be elected for a six year term at the next general election occurring
more than one year after the appointment.

Sec. 9. Retirement, removal and discipline. The legislature may provide by law for retirement of all
judges and for the extension of the term of any judge who becomes eligible for retirement within
three years after expiration of the term for which he is selected. The legislature may also provide for
the retirement, removal or other discipline of any judge who is disabled, incompetent or guilty of
conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice.

Sec. 10. Retired judges. As provided by law a retired judge may be assigned to hear and decide any
cause over which the court to which he is assigned has jurisdiction.

Sec. 11. Probate jurisdiction. Original jurisdiction in law and equity for the administration of the
estates of deceased persons and all guardianship and incompetency proceedings, including juris-
diction over the administration of trust estates and for the determination of taxes contingent upon
death, shall be provided by law.

Sec. 12. Abolition of probate court; status of judges. If the probate court is abolished by law,
judges of that court who are learned in the law shall become judges of the court that assumes
jurisdiction of matters described in section 11.

Sec. 13. District court clerks. There shall be in each county one clerk of the district court whose
qualifications, duties and compensation shall be prescribed by law. He shall serve at the pleasure of
a majority of the judges of the district court in each district.

ARTICLE Vil
ELECTIVE FRANCHISE

Section 1. Eligibility; place of voting; ineligible persons. Every person 18 years of age or more
who has been a citizen of the United States for three months and who has resided in the precinct for
30 days next preceding an election shall be entitled to vote in that precinct. The place of voting by
one otherwise qualified who has changed his residence within 30 days preceding the election shall
be prescribed by law. The following persons shall not be entitled or permitted to vote at any election
in this state: A person not meeting the above requirements; a person who has been convicted of
treason or felony, unless restored to civil rights; a person under guardianship, or a perso<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>