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To the people of Minnesota:

It is with great pride that | present this 1977-1978 edition of the
Minnesota Legislative Manual.

| am dedicating this edition to the 1,978,590 voters who par-
ticipated in the 1976 general election. You were a record number
for Minnesota and gave our state the highest percentage of
citizens voting in the nation.

This manual is a compilation of information which has been
gathered by many people. You will find your votes recorded,
precinct by precinct. The officials you elected are listed here, with
biographical data. An overview of legislative action throughout
Minnesota history is presented in chapter one.

It is my hope that each reader of the Minnesota Legislative

Manual 1977-1978 will continue to actively participate in our
state’s future.

(octsasrr Fpeme

Joan Anderson Growe
Secretary of State
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CHAPTER1 NORTH STAR STATE

LEGISLATIVE ACTION IN MINNESOTA: an historical review

INTRODUCTION

ARTICLE IV OF THE MINNESOTA CONSTITUTION contains the provisions by which
Minnesota citizens endow the Legislature with the authority to enact the laws which
govern the state. )

THE FOLLOWING OUTLINE is a sampling of legislative action since statehood.
Listed here is a gleaning from the 36,516 laws and resolutions to Congress, 1858-
1976. All of the measures inciuded have been passed and signed into law in ac-
cordance with the Minnesota Constitution.

This review is not meant to place emphasis on one area over another nor to place
significance upon one law over another. It is intended to dramatize the activities of
the Legislature as it deals with actions affecting citizens — present and future —
and to give readers a glimpse of this aspect of their state government.

ALL LAWS OF MINNESOTA are on file in the office of the Secretary of State for
public inspection.

READERS ARE INVITED to consult “A Minnesota Chronicle” (p. 23 to 28, this
manual) for a narrative of events occurring during these years.

If subjects addressed in laws reflect the times in which they are proposed, this
review may illuminate past and present life in Minnesota. What may emerge are some
of the sources of the quality of life in Minnesota today as expressed in the actions of
its duly elected legislators in the 119 years since Minnesota became a state.

Readers may wish to visit the Legislature and participate in the open meetings held
throughout the state by legislative committees, local governments (townships,
cities, counties), and state departments and agencies created to fulfill the con-
stitutional charge which Minnesota citizens have entrusted to their Legislature.

EARLY STATEHOOD: 1858-1898

GOVERNMENT: The Minnesota Legislature began in the first years of statehood to

provide the laws necessary for government.
¢ |n 1858 the following were established:

— legislative sessions

— election of certain officers of the state

— state militia

— state capitol: St. Paul

— state prison: Stillwater

— township governments

— provisions for local ordinances, improvements, and municipal in-
corporations.

Real estate taxes first were imposed in 1860 when the state budget was under

$150,000.

Acts regulating corrupt legislation and defining duties of county officers also

were passed in 1860.

Reflecting events in the region and in the nation, early legislative years were

marked with concerns about matters related to American Indians, the Sioux

Uprising (1862), and consequences of actions by federal and state agencies

locally interpreting federal treaties:

— American Indians were required to remain on the land to which they were
assigned by treaty, according to an 1858 law.

— After the 1862 Uprising, members of the Sioux and Winnebago Tribes were
banished from the state.

— An 1863 resolution asked Congress to restrict even “meritorious” American
Indians from returning to the state.



— Additional measures further restricting American Indians were enacted by
the Legislature over several sessions in the years after 1862.

An amendment to the Constitution was proposed to provide for biennial

sessions of the Legislature (1873 and 1877).

Habitual drunkenness became a cause for removal from public office, ac-

cording to an 1878 act.

In 1881 both a regular and a special session were held:

- The Supreme Court was enlarged to consist of one chief justice and four
associate justices.

— Printing of The Minnesota Legislative Manual was initiated.

— A bill to rebuild the state capitol and to make it as fireproof as possible was
enacted during the special session.

Constitutional amendment proposed to limit legislative sessions to ninety days

(1887).

In sessions between 1893 and 1898, the following were enacted:

— Commission created in 1893 to erect a new state capitol.

— State flag designated in 1893.

— Legislation calling for a constitutional convention was passed in 1895 and
turned down by the voters in 1896.

— Conflict of interest by state employees in letting of state contracts was
prohibited by an 1893 law.

— Corrupt Practices Act regulating certain election procedures, including
limiting the expenses of candidates, was passed in 1895.

— Auniform method of incorporating, organizing, and governing cities became
law in 1895.

EDUCATION: Concern for education resulted in some of the earliest actions written
into Minnesota law.

Common school system established by the first Territorial Legislature in 1849.
State normal schools created in 1858.

System of public schools authorized in 1877.

Beginning in 1895 education was made compuisory for children between the
ages of eight and sixteen.

SOCIAL WELFARE: Personal liberties and social conduct received legislative at-
tention.

Religious meetings were protected by the Legislature in 1858.

In 1874 the following measures were passed:

— Prisoners were allowed to have the clergy of their choice visit them in jail.

— Use of the ball-and-chain and punishment of criminals in public areas were
banned.

— Gambling on trains and steamboats in the state was made illegal.

Appropriation was authorized in 1877 to defray the cost of the pursuit and

capture of the Northfield bank robbers.

Use of obscene language in the presence of a female was made illegal by an

1881 law.

Setting fire to forest or prairie land was made a misdemeanor in 1883, and

public buildings were required to be equipped with fire prevention materials

and fire escapes.

Boxing matches, drunkenness, and opium *joints” were banned in 1889.

ELECTIONS: In this period Minnesota’'s leadership in expansion of suffrage was
established by the Legislature.

Ratified in 1870 the 15th Amendment to the United States Constitution which
provided that the right to vote not be abridged because of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.

Proposed a state constitutional amendment in 1875 permitting Minnesota
women to vote in school district elections.
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¢ Granted women the right to vote on questions involving liquor by an 1877 law.

Voter registration first was required in 1883 for residents of cities over 12,000
population.

In 1889, election day was made a legal holiday by prohlbmng business, except
in case of a necessity.

"Minnesota election laws were revised to include provisions relating to em-

ployees’ time off to vote, assistance to voters, challenging of voters, and
procedures in the polling places (1889).

Elective franchise was proposed in a constitutional amendment (1895) for male
American Indians, 21 years of age or over, who had adopted the language,
customs, and habits of ‘‘civilization”, after an examination by any district court
of the state and have been pronounced by said court capable of enjoying the
rights of citizenship within the state.

In 1897:

— women were permitted to run for office in school board and library elections
— voting machines were permitted for use in the state.

LABOR/COMMERCE/AGRICULTURE: Laws were passed to encourage and protect
employment in Minnesota.

In 1858 acts were passed regulating banks and corporations.

Production of lager beer was encouraged, and agricultural societies were

provided for by 1860 acts.

The Legislature enacted mining regulations in 1866 relating to the excavatlon of

ores in the state.

A resolution (1866) requested Congress to build a light house on Lake Superior

at Beaver Bay so that large vessels could use the harbor there en route to new-

found gold resources 60 miles overland at Lake Vermilion.

In 1876 the Legislature authorized use of fires to help contro! the infestation of

grasshoppers.

In sessions between 1877 and 1879 the following were enacted:

— Qualifications for the practice of law in Minnesota which stated that a
person must be 21 years of age, of good moral character, and possess the
requisite qualifications of learning and ability (1877).

— The Legislature encouraged the growth of fruit in the state with an intent to
develop an apple tree which could withstand Minnesota’s climate (1878).

— Children were protected from certain types of employment by legislation in
1879.

Reclamation and draining of wetlands were assisted in local areas by an 1885

law.

¢ Development and maintenance of forest lands were provided for in 1883.
¢ In 1889 the Legislature required that imitation butter (margarine) be pink.
* Provisions were enacted in 1893 to protect employees engaged in certain

hazardous occupations.

Acts providing reimbursement to farmers for hail and storm damage were
passed in 1893.

In 1889 the Legislature prohibited the use of chemicals in the preservation of
milk, cream, cheese, and butter.

TRANSPORTATION/COMMUNICATION: The desire for access from Minnesota to
other parts of the nation resulted in action by the Legislature.
* A resolution passed in 1858 urged Congress to create an overland route to the

Pacific Ocean.

* Development of a northern rail route to the Pacific and reimprovement of the

Mississippi River from its mouth to Sauk Rapids were promoted in resolutions
to Congress in 1861.

¢ In 1865 the Legislature authorized placing a telegraph line from St. Paul to the

northern border of Minnesota.
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Interest in means of transportation increased as population began to expand
across the state. Minnesota was the northwestern-most terminus of rail service
from the east coast and Chicago until rail lines were opened to the Pacific
Northwest. Minnesota’s land area and the numerous lakes, rivers, and other
natural barriers increased the need for bridges, railroads, and roads, as
evidenced by legislative action:

— Legislation granted over 12,000,000 acres of land to railroads (an area equal
to the size of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and half of New
Hampshire).

— In 1870 the Legislature urged federal ownership of the Sault Ste. Marie canal
to provide a toll-free outlet for Lake Superior.

— Resolutions calling for building ship canals around Niagara Falls and from
the Mississippi River to Lake Michigan were sent to Congress in 1872.

— United States mail routes were extended greatly in Minnesota during 1874
and 1875 as a result of resolutions sent to Congress by the Legislature.

The Legislature proposed building a canal between the Red River and the

Minnesota River and another between Lake Superior and the St. Croix and the

Mississippi Rivers (1874).

In an 1879 resolution the Legislature urged Congress to use a submerged

flume, invented by a Minnesotan, to enlarge the Mississippi River.

An excise tax of 3% was assessed on telephone companies doing business in

Minnesotain 1897.

IMMIGRATION: Desire to establish Minnesota as a favorable destination for im-
migrants from non-English speaking countries and to increase the territorial
jurisdiction of the state resulted in several legislative actions during the early years
of statehood.

* In 1862 the Legislature required that the laws be printed in German, Norwegian,

and English.

e Pamphlets printed in those languages were authorized in 1863 to promote

settiement in the state.

* |ncreases in the number of immigrants led to the formation of a board of im-

migration in 1867.

e At the time Minnesota entered the Union, it was the third largest of the states in

land area. Adding territory was the subject of legislative proposals in several

sessions.

— Annexation of Douglas County, Wisconsin (where Superior is located), to
Minnesota was proposed (1863).

— An 1885 resolution to Congress urged that the Duluth-Superior area be in-
corporated into one state. The resolution called for a joint commission to be
made up of three members from Minnesota, three from Wisconsin, to
determine which part of Douglas County (Wisconsin) should be turned over
to Minnesota.

— In the interest of developing the territory west of Minnesota, an 1866
resolution was passed by the Legislature seeking to expand the district of
Minnesota to the Montana Territory to allow the forces of General John Pope
to protect emigration from Minnesota to the west.

NATIONAL ISSUES: In the years of early statehood the Legislature revealed an in-
volvement with national issues as well as state and local matters.

* The Legislature urged Congress in 1860 to enact the Homestead Act.
¢ At the time of the Civil War:

— the Legislature passed resolutions condemning the secession of the
Southern States

— a major humanitarian issue was providing relief to the starving residents of
Kansas who were among the first to suffer the effects of the Civil War

— in 1863 the Legislature went on record as condemning the formation of a
Northwest Confederacy and reaffirmed the state’s allegiance to the Union.
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A legislative resolution to Congress during the impeachment trial of President

Andrew Johnson in 1868 urged his removal from office.

* When Alaska was purchased by the United States during the 1868 session of
the Legislature, a legislative resolution urged the United States government to
try to obtain from Canada that land lying between Alaska and the United States.

* |n 1891 resolutions were passed calling for:

— ownership and operation of the Panama Canal by the United States
— creation of a national park along the Rainy River on Minnesota’s northern
boundary. . -
¢ Direct election of United States senators (who were at that time elected by
members of the Legislature) was recommended by an 1893 resolution to

Congress.

CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING: During this period of Minnesota’s population
growth, as reflected in dicennial censuses, there were increases in the number of
Representatives in Congress to which the state was entitled. Minnesota was divided
into two congressional districts in 1860; five in 1880; seven in 1890.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT: 1899-1950

LEGISLATIVE ACTION DURING the first half of the twentieth century included
preparation for and participation in national emergencies: two world wars and the
great depression. Minnesota demonstrated leadership in social legislation and in
quality of life which forecast events occurring in the later decades of the twentieth
century.

EDUCATION: Laws were passed to define and extend opportunities for education in
Minnesota.

* Recognition by the Legislature of the special needs of veterans is evidenced by
a 1901 law providing free tuition at the University of Minnesota for veterans of
the Civil War and the Spanish-American War.

State The present state flag was adopted by the 1957 legislature. Pictured
Flag in the center of the flag is the state seal. Three dates are woven into a
flowered wreath: 1858, the statehood year; 1819, the establishment of

Fort Snelling; and 1893, the year the original flag was adopted.

State The Great Seal of the State of Minnesota is the insignia which the
Seal secretary of state affixes to government papers and documents to
make them official. It is, in effect, the signature of the state.

Minnesota actually has two seals. One, for the territory of Minnesota,
was adopted in 1849 and approved by Governor Alexander Ramsey
and the territorial legislature.

When Minnesota became a state on May 11, 1858, there was no of-
ficial state seal and according to law no official act could be un-
dertaken without it. The territorial seal was used until a new design
was adopted by Governor Sibley. The legislature did not approve this
design. Governor Sibley made some changes in the proposed seal
including changing the original Latin motto to French: “L’Etoile du
Nord,” thereby making Minnesota the North Star State. In 1861, after
three years of use, the legislature adopted the changed design
making it the official state seal.
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OCCUPATIONS OF LEGISLATORS: 1858-1976

——MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—|  — MINNESOTA SENATE
Occupation 1858-1898 1899-1950 1951-1976 Occupation 1858-1898 1899-1950 1951-1976
Attorney 12% 16% 19% Attorney 23% 38% 3%
Educator 1% 5% Educator 1% 6%
Farmer 43% 31% 25% Farmer 21% 18% 17%
Banker-Security- 5% 8% 7% Banker-Security- 10% 9% 6%
Insurance Insurance
Seif-emplayed 16% 12% 9% Self-employed 17% 1% 1%
Salesperson 1% 1% Salesperson 1%
Manager 2% 3% Manager 1% 1% 2%
Union official 1% 2% 4% Union official 1% 1%
Public empioyee 1% 1% Public employee 1%
Medical 2% 2% 1% Medical 5% 2% 3%
Homemaker 1% Clergy 1%
Retired : 1% 1% Retired 1%
Student 1% Lumbering 4% 1%
Lumbering 1% Editor-Publisher 4% 4% 4%
Editor-Publisher 2% 4% 2% Manufacturer 2% 1% 1%
Manufacturer 1% Railroad employee 2% 1%
Railroad employee 2% 1% Contractor 2% 1%
Contractor 2% 2% Engineer-Draftsman 1%
Engineer-Draftsman 1% 1% Business executive 2% 6%
Business Executive 2% 3%
*All others 17% 12% 13% *All others 14% 6% 6%
*includes legislators whose occupations represent less than 1% of the occupations of the total membership in the given period.
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In 1899 the law creating the state library commission was passed augmenting

the foundation of the public library and reading room system created by an 1879

law.

Practicing attorneys first wererequired to be graduates of law schools in 1901.

A state art society was established in 1903.

In 1919 the Legislature:

— encouraged the assimilation of immigrants by requiring that the English
language be taught in public schools as the off|C|aI language of the state

— established a state board of education.

TRANSPORTATION: Increase in mobility during this period led to legislative con-
sideration of road development, traffic regulation, and alternate methods of trans-
portatlon

* From 1903 to 1917 the Legislature passed laws regarding use of automobiles in

the state:

— Beginning in 1907 money was set aside for road construction.

— By 1909 all men between the ages of 21 and 50 were required to spend

. between.one and four days of work per year in road construction for their

cities.

— Motor vehicle registration was instituted in 1911, and vehicles were required
to meet certain standards.

— Drivers of such vehicles were required to be licensed.

— An amendment to the state Constitution (1917) was proposed to provide for
atrunk highway system in the state.

Union depots for trains could be established in cities of over 50,000, according

toa 1919 law.

“Flying machines" received recognition:

— In 1921 the Legislature restricted their flying lower than 2,000 feet over any
city of the first class.

— Creation of municipal airports in cities of over 50,000 was authorized by a
1927 law.

Petroleum products were taxed beginning in 1925.

Beacons were required for railroad crossings in 1925.

The Legislature forwarded a resolution to Congress in 1929 asking the

authorization of a nine-foot channel in the Mississippi River.

In an effort to expand availability of transportation, in 1919 the Legislature

urged creation of a St. Lawrence seaway.

ELECTIONS: Provisions for increasing voting participation and regulation of
polltlcal activities were among laws passed in this period.

e In 1905 the Legislature prohibited corporations from making political con-
tributions to candidates for public office.

Direct election of United States senators was provided by a 1911 law.

The primary election law was amended in 1912 to allow voters to indicate a first
and second choice of candidates.

In 1913 party designation for nomination and election of state legislators was
abolished.

A presidential preference primary was enacted in 1913 to be held the second
Tuesday in March (the law was repealed in 1917).

In 1919 women were granted the right to vote for presidential electors.

During the special session of 1919, the Legislature ratified the amendment to
the United States Constitution giving women the right to vote in all elections.
An advisory commission created by the Legislature in 1937 recommended
substantial changes in election laws, and these changes were enacted in 1939.
A presidential preference primary for Minnesota again was enacted in 1949.

11
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State The Pink and White Lady Slipper (cypridpedium reginae) or Showy
Flower Lady Slipper was adopted as the state flower in 1902. Since 1925 this
wildflower has been protected by state law.

State The Lake Superior Agate, a quartz mineral which is basically red with

Gemstone white bands, was named official gemstone in 1969. It is found

primarily in the red glacial drift areas of central and northeastern
Minnesota.

SOCIAL WELFARE: Legislative action during these years responded to a variety of
changes in citizen concerns and needs.

Regulations in the interest of public health were established in 1907 for the
preparation of foods.

A 1905 law prohibiting baseball playing on Sunday was revised in 1909 to permit
play in an orderly and quiet manner.

* The death penalty was removed in 1911.
¢ Sale and use of alcoholic beverages received varied legislative action:

— In 1915 the Legislature permitted each county to decide whether or not
alcoholic beverages could be sold within its limits.

— An amendment to the state Constitution was proposed by the Legislature in
1917 prohibiting the use of alcoholic beverages except for medicinal,
mechanical, sacramental, or scientific purposes.

— Sale and use of alcoholic beverages was banned and the prohibition
amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified by the Legislature
in 1919. '

Minnesota’s Children’s Code was among extensive legislation relating to child

welfare passed in 1917.

As a result of the influenza epidemic of 1918, the Legislature made vaccine

available for innoculating swine in 1919.

Discrimination in real estate on the basis of faith or creed was prohibited by a

law passed in 1919.

In 1919 three months’ additional pay was granted to honorably discharged

veterans of the World War.

Persons convicted of a felony were permitted to have their civil rights restored

after completion of their sentence (1919).

In the Twenties:

— Tuberculosis clinics were set up in various areas of the state (1921).

— Distribution of obscene, lewd, or lascivious publications was prohibited in
1925.

— The Legislative provided for the sterilization of feeble-minded and insane
persons in 1925.

— A law was passed in 1927 strengthening penalties for felonies involving
firearms.

An act of the Legislature in 1933 made it illegal to carry or possess a machine

gun. .

The decade of the Thirties saw the Legislature act to aid citizens in meeting the

economic crises of the great depression:

— In 1933 the Legislature declared a public emergency.

— Relief was provided for persons going bankrupt because of unpaid mort-
gages.

— A legislative resolution asked Congress for the refinancing of agricultural
loans at lower rates of interest.

— 1In the 1933 special session the Legislature provided work relief on certain
lands in the state. .

— Drought and work relief were enacted in 1935.

— Educational opportunities were provided for children of men killed in World
Warl.
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— The special session of 1935 established:
* astatewide program of assistance to the needy aged
e work relief and employment for the needy, destitute, and disabled.
* In1937:
— relief from inequitable foreclosures was enacted
— aid to dependent children was provided by the Legislature.
* The Department of Veterans Affairs was established in 1943.
e Persons returning from military service in World War Il would be able to return
to their previous jobs, according to a 1947 law.
* Regulations were established for rentals of accommodations in response to the
post-World War Il housing shortage.

LABOR/COMMERCE/AGRICULTURE: In these years, economic life in Minnesota
was affected by many problems to which the legislature addressed its attention.

* In 1907 insurance companies became regulated by the state.

* A constitutional amendment was proposed to establish a state insurance fund
to protect farmers against crop losses resulting from hail and windstorms
(1907).

¢ Public employment bureaus were organized in cities of over 50,000, according
to another 1907 law.

* The bureau of labor established a women’s section in 1909 to study the working
conditions of women.

* Agricultural cooperatives were authorized by the 1919 Legislature.

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT: 1858-1972

Numbers of members comprising both houses of the Minnesota legisiature has
changed twelve times since Minnesota entered the Union in 1858. The number of
constituents per legislator has increased during these 119 years, as the following
table indicates:

14

House Constit- Senate Constit- House Constit- Senate Constit-

Member- uents per Member- uents per Member- uents per Member- uents per

Year ship member ship member Year ship member ship member
1858 80 2,150 37 4,649 1897 119 14,718 63 27,800
1860 42 4,096 21 8,192 1913 130 15,967 67 30,981
1866 47 9,355 22 19,987 1917 131 18,222 67 35,629
1871 106 4,148 41 10,725 1959 135 25,288 67 50,953
1881 103 7,580 47 16,612 1966 135 28,186 67 56,792
1889 114 11,494 54 24,265 1972 134 28,396 67 56,792
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Job safety was addressed in 1921 legislation providing for regulations which
included making employers responsible for certain occupational accidents and
diseases and requiring job safety devices.

A 1929 act provided for the organization of credit unions.

In 1931:

— aretirement fund for public employees was established

— farm foreclosure sales were regulated in response to protests against farm
foreclosures at this time.

The depression years were marked by extensive banking and commercial

legislation:

— Banks were permitted to reorganize without ceasing operation (1933).

— Acts provided for the formation, merger, consolidation, and dissolution of
business corporations (1933).

— Arresolution of the 1933 special session asked Congress to protect industry
and employees from competition of foreign {abor and products.

— An unemployment compensation fund was created during the 1936 special
session requiring employers to contribute to aid for those who were in-
voluntarily unemployed.

— Regulations prohibited unfair trade practices and discrimination in the
production and distribution of commodities (1937).

Employment safety laws (1939) protected employees against poisoning and

disease.

* Aresolution to Congress in 1939 asked for the control of grasshoppers.
* Farm price stabilization was the subject of a 1941 resolution to Congress.

Legislative action in 1943 included:

— granting taconite companies the power of eminent domain

— creating a planning commission to study problems of small businesses and
to develop a program to prevent or minimize small business failure

— resolving to urge the federal government to:
¢ investigate and alleviate excessive farm machinery prices
e repeal daylight savings time because it disrupted agricuiture

— establishing a post-war council to stimulate a higher level of employment
after the end of World War ll.

ENVIRONMENT: Legislative action reflected awareness of the need to protect
Minnesota’s natural resources.

Wildlife in state forests and parks were protected by the Legislature in 1907.
Expanded wildlife protection and ecology measures were passed in 1925,
In1931:

— the Department of Conservation was established

— wild rice production in Minnesota was protected.

In 1937 cities were authorized to enact local public recreation programs.
Taconite companies were granted state land on which to deposit tailings or
waste materials in 1945,

An act to eradicate slum and blight conditions and to rebuild certain areas of
Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Duluth was passed by the Legislature in 1945.

GOVERNMENT: As Minnesota continued to develop, laws dealing with both focal
and state governmental activity were enacted.

Sale of bonds in cities of over 50,000 to provide electricity to their residents was
permitted in 1911.

A 1917 law regulated the construction, alteration, maintenance, occupancy,
use, removal of, and equipment of buildings in cities.

An amendment was proposed to the state Constitution (1913) providing for
initiative, referendum, and recall by Minnesota citizens.
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¢ The Minnesota Historical Society was made custodian of certain documents
and the State Archives were created by legislative action in 1919.

* Cities of over 50,000 were authorized to establish city planning and welfare
departments (1919).

* In 1925 state government and departments were reorganized by legislative
action.

* A constitutional amendment to provide for a state income tax was proposed by
the Legislature in 1931.

o State civil service was instituted in 1939.

¢ A 1941 act prohibited discrimination on the basis of race, color, or creed when
bidding for state or other governmental unit public contracts.

* In 1943 legislation provided that state officers and employees be charged a
“victory tax” to assist the federal government during World War Il to be paid to
the federal treasury.

NATIONAL ISSUES: A review of state laws and resolutions to Congress enacted
durmg this period indicates the Legislature’s concern for policies of national scope.

¢ In 1911 the Legislature urged President William Howard Taft to establish a

permanent court of international arbitration in an effort to encourage active

diplomatic relations and eliminate war.
¢ During the special session of 1912 the Legislature ratified an amendment to the

United States Constitution providing for federal income tax.

e Cooperation among neighboring states in such matters as boundary waters

was authorized in 1923.

* Immigration concerns continued in the Twenties:

— In 1921 the Legislature urged Congress to suspend all further immigration
until a selective system could be established.

— In 1929, however, repeal of the 1924 Immigration Act was urged in a
resolution sent to Congress because the Legislature felt that the act unfairly
treated persons coming from Northern Europe.

* Resolutions in 1935 urged Congress to:
— enactan old age pension act
— discontinue the levy on gasoline.

¢ Continuance of the federal emergency administration of public works was the
subject of a 1937 resolution to Congress.

* In 1939 the Legislature sent a resolution to Congress asking for strict neutrality
with all foreign nations in light of events then occurring in Europe.

¢ The international situation in 1941 prompted the Legislature to call Congress’

attention to the fact that Minnesota was the only state in the Union with a

significant supply of manganese, an ore vital to the national defense.

e Congress and the President were urged by the Legislature (1943) to preserve
state rights and to cease expanding the powers of the federal government.

* | egislative reaction to the treatment of Jews in Europe during World War |l
resulted’in a 1945 resolution urging the creation of an independent Jewish state
in Palestine.

State The Red (pinus resinosa) or Norway Pine became the official state
Tree treein 1953.

It is a tall stately tree which reaches a height of 60 to 100 feet. The
trunk is straight and uniform and may grow to three to five feet in
diameter. It is usually bare of branches for two-thirds of the way up.
the trunk, with the top or crown rounded.



CHAPTER 1 NORTH STARSTATE

* In 1947, the Legislature sent a resolution to Congress asking the designation of
the states of Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and the adjacent states
the “‘Upper Midwest".

e Another 1947 resolution called for the summer Olympic games be held in
Minneapolis in 1952.

CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING: Minnesota’'s population growth resulted in the
state’s being divided into nine congressional districts in 1901. In 1933 boundaries of
these districts were adjusted to reflect shifts in population noted in the 1930 census.

INTO THE PRESENT: 1951-1976

LEGISLATION ENACTED since the middie of the twentieth century has provided for
increased opportunities for citizen participation in governmental decision-making.
Minnesota legislation has gained national recognition and has been used as a model
for similar legislation in other states. Utilization of the interim period between regular
sessions of the Legislature has permitted citizens to review and to participate in the
legislative process through legislative committee meetings held throughout the

state.

Group of legislators on Capitol steps, 1907

— Minnesota Historical Society photo




GOVERNMENT: Legislative action continued to provide for governmental activities
and services at local, regional, and state levels.

In 1951 the Legislature prohibited strikes by certain state employees whose

services were deemed necessary for the operation of state government.

A commission was established to review the general tax structure of the state

(1953).

The 1957 Legislature proposed a constitutional amendment to provide for four-

year terms for constitutional officers.

In response to constitutent concern about the possibility of nuclear war, the

legislature provided for:

— anemergency seat of state government (1959)

— civil defense procedures (1959) .

— study of human genetics (1959)

— continuance of the state Legislature in an emergency (1961).

Repeal, amendment, or modification of Minnesota laws relating to taxation of

taconite and semi-taconite and facilities for mining, production, and beneficia-

tion thereof were prohibited by an amendment to the Minnesota Constitution

proposed in 1963.

In 1967 the Legislature:

— provided for a 3% selective sales tax (exclusions included medicine, food,
and clothing)

— created the Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities area

-— created the Twin Cities Area Metropolitan Transit Commission

— provided that revenue bonds could be issued by municipalities for the
acquisition and development of industrial sites.

An act providing for the general reorganization of state government was passed

in 1967.

Joint election of the governor and lieutenant governor was proposed in a

constitutional amendment in 1971.

A constitutional amendment was proposed in 1971 granting beneflts to

veterans of the Vietnam conflict.

During the special session of 1971, the Legislature proposed a constitutional

amendment providing for a flexible legislative session of 120 days during the

biennium.

In 1973 the Legislature:

— required that meetings of public officials discussing public business be
open to the public (Open Meeting Law)

— increased the number of associated justices of the Supreme Court from six
to eight

— protected news media from forced disclosure of sources of information.

SOCIAL WELFARE: Legislation recognizing a variety of human needs has been
enacted during this period.

Commission on aging was established in 1951.

Effects of the use of alcohol were addressed:

— interim commission established (1951) to study alcoholism in the state

— clinics for rehabilitation of alcoholics established (1953)

— blood tests to determine if a driver were intoxicated while operating a motor
vehicle were authorized (1955).

Uniform standard of fire insurance was established for the state by a 1955 law.

Municipalities were authorized to levy taxes for playgrounds and public

recreation areas (1953). Q

In 1957 commissions were established to study:

— discrimination in housing accommodations

— employment of handicapped persons

— water pollution.

A special session was called in 1958 to help alleviate unemployment problems

by designating work projects in certain areas of the state in an effort to counter

the effect of the economic slump.
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* A resolution by the Legislature in 1961 urged the federal government to

establish and enforce safety standards in auto design and safety devices.

* A state program was enacted by the Legislature in 1963 to provide medical

assistance to the aged.

* A 1965 law provided ‘medical assistance for needy persons and rehabilitation

services for severely handicapped persons through workshops.

Floods in the spring of 1965 caused the legisliature to provide relief to flood

victims and atfected municipalities.

Legislative action in 1969:

— prohibited wage scales based upon sex

— developed training and work incentive program for families with dependent
children

— provided mortgage loan, development loan, and technical assistance to
families of low and moderate income for renovating their homestead real
estate

— instituted the foster grandparent program

— created the Department of Human Rights, incorporating activities of the
earlier Commission Against Discrimination, the State Board of Human
Rights, and prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex.

* | egislation passed from 1971 through 1976 has included:

— prohibiting discrimination based upon sex in providing credit (1973)

— state system of public welfare revised (1973)

— health care to infants immediately upon birth (1973)

— age of majority lowered from 21 to 18 years of age (1973)

— liens and claims in favor of the state on certain property of older persons
were discharged (1973)

— asystem of no-fault auto insurance (1974)

— state reparations for victims of violent crimes (1974)

— provision for both non-smoking and smoking areas in public buildings (1975)

— reduction in the penalty for possession of small amounts of marijuana (1976)

— property tax relief for homesteaders of below certain incomes (1 975)

— minimum health care for all residents of the state (1976)

Legislative action to protect consumers included:

— The consumer services section of the Department of Commerce was made
the representative of the governor in all matters affecting consumer affairs
and given the authority to enforce provisions of law relating to fraud and
unlawful practices (1973).

— A 1973 law made it illegal to tamper with the odometer of a motor vehiclein a
manner which would indicate a mileage lower than actual miles driven by the
vehicle.

— Pharmacies were required to display prices of drugs most commonly used
and to quote prices of drugs over the telephone (1973).

— Generically equivalent drugs could be substituted when the prescriber had
not specified that the drug be dispensed as written (1975).

— Investigation by the attorney general of violations of business, commerce,
trade, and anti-trust laws was authorized by a 1974 law.

LABOR/COMMERCE/AGRICULTURE: Laws enacted during recent legisiative
sessions include: ]

* A Fair Employment Practices Commission was created in 1955 to prevent
discrimination based on race, color, creed, religion, or national origin.

* An act designed to alleviate unemployment was passed in 1961 which provided
for the establishment of area redevelopment agencies in an effort to assist
private enterprise.

* A commission was established by the Legislature in 1963 to study the tax
resources and economy of the state, to provide for a more equitable tax system
for all persons, and to encourage development of the state economy.

¢ Aresolution of the 1963 session urged Congress to undertake federal action to
intervene in the iron ore industry in order to prevent supplanting domestic iron
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ore with foreign ore (a practice which had resulted in unemployment among

domestic iron ore workers),

Department of Labor and Industry was established during the 1967 special

session.

In 1967 the Green Acres Act created a method of taxing agricultural land based

upon the actual use of the land and not upon its potential use. In 1969 the law

was extended to include lakeshore property.

In 1969 an agricultural commodities promotion board was established by the

Legislature for the promotion, advertising, market research, and development

of agricultural goods produced in the state.

An occupational safety and health advisory board was established in 1969.

In 1971, the legislature created the Minnesota public employment relations

board, provided for exclusive representation of public employees, and provided

for arbitration of disputes between employers and employees (Public Em-

ployees Bargaining Act).

Labor legislation in 1974 included:

— minimum labor standards for municipalities awarding contracts for work to
be performed

— private pension benefits protection

— regulation of child labor

In 1976:

— established Council on the Economic Status of Women

— raised minimum wage from $1.80 to $2.10 per hour; workers under the age of
18 were raised from $1.80 to $1.89

TRANSPORTATION: Laws regulating movement of persons and goods included a
variety of concerns.

A 1953 law required at least one tail-light on a motor vehicle.

In 1953 aresolution endorsed safe driver education courses in schools.

Routes in Minnesota which would become part of the interstate highway
system were designated by the Legislature in 1959.

In 1967 a legislative resolution asked Congress and the President to designate
air routes between Minnesota and Europe.

Beginning in 1969, the Legislature required:

— photographs of drivers of motor vehicles to appear on their license cards

— use of salt and chemicals on state highways be prohibited.

A shortage of fossil fuels prompted the Legislature to enact a maximum speed
limit of 55 miles per hour, in keeping with 1974 federal regulations.

ELECTIONS: Included in recent laws are provisnons to encourage participation by
more citizens in the democratic process.

The presidential preference primary again was repealed in 1959.

In 1969 the Legislature proposed an amendment to the state Constitution
lowering the voting age from 21 to 19 years.

A statewide system of voter registration which provided for registration by mail
and for election-day registration of voters at the polls was established by the
Legislature in 1973.

Political party designation for candidates for nomination and election to the
state Legislature was re-enacted in 1973.

The Ethical Practices Commission was established by a 1974 law to regulate
campaign financing, act as a depository for reports of campaign receipts and
expenditures of candidates for state office, and register lobbyists. .

Taxpayers paying $1.00 or more in state income tax were offered the. op-
portunity to authorize, by a ‘‘check-off”” on their tax return form, the payment of
$1.00 of their withheld taxes to finance political parties and candidates for state
legislative and constitutional offices, according to a 1974 law.
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EDUCATION: Included in recent legislation are the following:

e Money appropriated to state colleges for the National Defense Student Loan
Fund (1963).

* College students received matching state funds for federal loans, according to
a 1965 law.

¢ A state system of grants-in-aid for college and vocational-technical students
was established by the legislature in 1969.

e During the 1971 extra session, the legisiature passed the school finance law
which increased state aids to local schools and decreased dependence.upon
local property tax for school support.

¢ All state colieges were designated as state universities by a 1975 law.

ENVIRONMENT: Measures to protect and encourage careful use of land and water
resources in Minnesota were enacted.

e |n 1959 the Legislature sent a resolution to Congress urging the creation of a
youth conservation corps to provide employment for young people in the
management of forest resources.

» * The Minnesota Outdoor Recreation Resources Commission was established in
1961 as a long-range program to maintain the natural resources of the state.

¢ Fort Snelling was designated as a state park in 1961.

e The State Planning Agency was created (1965), and a system of regional
planning boards was organized to include all the land area of the state.

e An experimental-city authority was established in 1969 to study the effects of
urban growth and development.

¢ A resolution of early statehood calling attention to benefits of a national park
on the Rainy River came to fruition in 1969 when the Legislature donated land in
northern Minnesota, part of it along that river, to the United States government
for the creation of Voyageurs National Park.

¢ A power-plant siting and transmission line authority was established in 1971.

¢ In 1973, laws were passed to:

— designate “‘wild and scenic rivers” and to provide for the preservation and
) management of such rivers
— strengthen existing legislation calling for the reclamation of mining lands.
22 — provide for the development of areas of the state which possess historic,
cultural, aesthetic, or natural value and which perform a function of greater
than local significance (Critical Areas Act 1973).

¢ A 1973 resolution to Congress and the President urged that a federal law be
provided to prohibit industries from moving from one state to another for the
purpose of avoiding environmental protection laws.

* |n 1976, conscious of the need to research alternate sources of energy, the
Legislature resolved to request that the federal government situate a solar
energy research institute in Minnesota.

NATIONAL ISSUES: Legislative action has paralleled the interests of citizens and
their elected representatives and has resulted in suggested solutions to a variety of
problems.

e Civil defense measures prompted the Legislature in 1951 to provide mutual
assistance between Minnesota and any neighboring state in case of enemy
nuciear attack.

* The legislature urged Congress to furnish food, fuel, and fiber to European
countries in an effort to resist the spread of Communism (1951).

¢ During the 1951 special session, the Legislature ratified an amendment to the
United States Constitution limiting the President to two four-year terms.

¢ A resolution by the Legislature during the special session of 1955 urged
Congress to admit Hawaii and Alaska Territories to the Union.

¢ Support for control of lampreys in Lake Superior and the other Great Lakes was
sought in a legislative resolution sent in 1957 to the President and to Congress.
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¢ Issues raised by the Vietnam conflict prompted the legislature in 1971 to:
— urge the Minnesota Attorney General to determine in a test case whether
residents of Minnesota must participate in an undeclared war
— ask North Vietnam for fair treatment of prisoners of war and persons
missing in action.
* In 1973 the Legislature ratified an amendment to the United States Constitution
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex (Equal Rights Amendment).
e A 1973 resolution to Congress proposed a constitutional amendment
prohibiting abortions.

LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING: Minnesota’s percentage of
the nation’s population declined as indicated in the 1960 census. In the special
session of 1961 the state was divided into eight instead of nine congressional
districts. In 1971 the legislature was reapportioned according to a district court order
based upon the population shift recorded during the 1970 census.

A MINNESOTA CHRONICLE

Minnesotans enter their nation’s third century conscious that the history of the land
their state encompasses extends for even more centuries.

Since what is past is prologue, the following chronology is offered as an introduction
to Minnesota’s role in the future:

Exploration and Territory 1654-1857
Early Statehood 1858-1898
Growth and Development 1899-1950
Into the Present 1951-1977

Exploration and Territory
1654 - 1857

The earliest probable explorers to reach Minnesota were French traders Radisson
and Groseilliers in 1654. In 1679 Daniel Greysolon DuLhut (Duluth) held a council with
the Sioux (Dakota) near Mille Lacs Lake. He met Father Louis Hennepin at the
Mississippi after traveling down the St. Croix River the following year. That same
year, 1680, Father Hennepin, after being held captive in a village of the Mille Lacs
Sioux, discovered the Falls of St. Anthony. On May 8, 1689, Nicholas Perrot, at Fort
St. Antoine, on the Wisconsin shore of Lake Pepin, laid formal claim to the
surrounding county for France. He also build a fort on the Minnesota shore of this

lake, near its outlet. Between 1689 and 1736, the French continued to develop forts -

and settlements in Minnesota such as Isle Pelée in 1695, Fort L’Huillier in 1700, Fort
Beauharnois near Frontenac in 1727 and Forts St. Pierre and St. Charles in extreme
northern Minnesota established in 1731. ’

In 1745 the Chippewa won the most decisive battle in the war with the Sioux at the .

great Sioux village of Kathio on the western shore of Mille Lacs. The Sioux were
eventually driven onto the western plains by the Chippewa.

The Versailles Treaty of 1763, following the French-Indian War, ceded the French
territory east of the Mississippi River to England. France had ceded its area west of
the Mississippi to Spainin 1762,

Following the Revolutionary War, the North. West Company became important in the

fur trade and Grand Portage became its headquarters in 1784. By 1797 the Minnesota

area of the Northwest Territory had been mapped by North West trader David
Thompson.

In 1803 President Thomas Jefferson purchased that part of Minnesota lying west of
the Mississippi River, from Napoleon Bonaparte in the Louisiana Purchase.

During the War of 1812, the Sioux, Chippewa and Winnebago joined the English.
Following the War of 1812, the United States established Fort St. Anthony (renamed
Fort Snelling in 1825) in 1819 to protect the confluence of the Minnesota and
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State The Loon (gavia immer) became Minnesota’'s state bird in 1961. It is

Bird also known as the Common Loon and the Great Northern Diver. The

Loon is a large bird, with wing spans up to five feet and body lengths

up to three feet. Its beautiful call is easily distinguished over Min-
nesota lakes.

State The Walleye (stizostedion v. vitreum) is found throughout Minnesota

Fish in lakes and rivers but is most at home in the large, clear, cool lakes

of Minnesota’s northern forests. It attains a weight of 18 pounds, has

flesh of the highest quality and is any angler's prize. About half of
Minnesota’s fishing water is managed primarily for walleye fishing.

Mississippi Rivers. The first steamboat arrived at Fort Snelling on May 10, 1823. In
the same year American explorer Stephen H. Long visited the Minnesota River, the
Red River, and the Northern frontier. In 1832 Henry R. Schoolcraft discovered the
source of the Mississippi river and named it Lake Itasca. In 1836 after Michigan
became a state, Minnesota became part of the territory of Wisconsin. This same year,
Joseph N. Nicollet began his explorations into Minnesota.

In 1837, Governor Dodge of Wisconsin signed a treaty at Fort Snelling with the
Chippewa, by which they ceded all their pine lands on the St. Croix and its tributaries.
A treaty was also signed at Washington, D.C. with representatives of the Sioux for
their lands east of the Mississippi. These treaties led the way to the first settlements
within the area of Minnesota. The following year, Franklin Steele established a claim
at the Falls of St. Anthony (Minneapolis) and Pierre Parrant built a shanty and settied
on the present site of the city of St. Paul, then called “Pig’s Eye.”

The “Chapel of St. Paul” was built and consecrated in 1841, giving the name to the
future capitol of the state.

On' August 26, 1848, after the admission of Wisconsin to the Union, the “Stillwater
Convention’ adopted measures calling for a separate territorial organization, and
asked that the new territory be named Minnesota. Two months later, on October 30,
Henry Hastings Sibley was elected delegate to Congress.

In 1849 Minnesota was organized as a territory and the first territorial legislature
assembled on September 3.

By 1850 commercial steamboating-was.inaugurated on the Minnesota River. The first
U.S. census was taken in the Minnesota territory and recorded a population of 6,077
in 1850. In 1851 St. Paul, St. Anthony, and Stillwater were selected for the locations of
capitol, university, and penitentiary.

During the 1850’s.a number of organizations were established to encourage the
importation of blooded stock and the introduction of choice seeds, grain and fruit
trees to the territory.

In 1853 W. A. Gorman was appointed governor and the first capitol was constructed.
In 1854 commercial flour milling began in Minneapolis. Large scale immigration
began in the mid 1850’s and a real estate boom resulted. The first bridge to span the
main channel of the Mississippi River anywhere along its length was opened in
Minneapolis in 1855.

1857 saw the beginning of moves to establish the state government in Minnesota.
The Minnesota Enabling Act was passed by Congress on February 26. Governor
Samuel Medary, who had been appointed by President James Buchanan, arrived on
April 22. The legislature passed a bill to move the state capitol to St. Peter, but since
the bill was stolen before it was filed with the territorial secretary of state, the move
to St. Peter never came about. On July 13 the Constitutional Convention assembled.
There had been such a rift between Democrats and Republicans that two con-
stitutions were adopted. The Constitution was adopted and the state officers elected
on October 3, 1857. Minnesota had a population of 150,037 at this time. On May 11,
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1858, Minnesota entered the Union as the 32nd state. At the time of its entry, Min-
nesota was the third largest state in the Union—only Texas and California were
larger.

Early Statehood

1858-1898

At the beginning of the Civil War, Governor Alexander Ramsey wired Lt. Gov. Ignatius
Donnelly to begin to organize volunteers from the state to fight in the war. On April
14, 1861, Ramsey offered President Lincoln 1,000 men giving Minnesota the
distinction of being the first state to offer troops to the Union cause. The first Min-
nesota regiment left Fort Snelling on June 22, 1861.

On July 2, 1862, the first railroad was opened in Minnesota between Minneapolis and
St. Paul. During the Sioux uprising of the late summer of 1862, a nhumber of set-
tlements were attacked. A military commission tried 392 Indians for murder, rape,
and other charges, and 303 of them were condemned. On December 26, 1862, 38
Indians were hanged at Mankato.

At the battle of Gettysburg on July 2, 1862, the First Minnesota Regiment made its
famous charge and within 15 minutes 215 of the 262 men were killed or wounded. On
July 3, Chiet Little Crow, Sioux leader of the Sioux Uprising, was killed near
Hutchinson. At the close of the Civil and Indian Wars, the Minnesota troops totaled
21,982,

The University of Minnesota was opened in 1866 with William W. Folwell as its first

president.

Tﬁé\development by Edmund N. LaCroix of the middlings purifier for flour helped
expand the development of Minnesota, the Dakotas and western Canada.

The Legislative Amendment providing for biennial sessions was passed in 1877.

On March 1, 1881, the first state capitol burned. A second state capitol was built on
the same spot. The legislature moved into the second capitol in January, 1883.

The first iron ore was shipped from Minnesota in 1884. The first mine was the Soudan
mine on the Vermillion Range. Iron was first discovered on the Mesabi Range 6 years
later in 1890 and that range shipped its firstiron in 1892.

In 1893 the legislature appointed a Capitol Commission to select a site forand erecta
new state capitol building.

Killer forest fires started on September 1, 1894, destroying over 400 sq. miles of area
near Hinckley and Sandstone.

Three-fourths of the Red Lake Indian Reservation was opened for settlement in 1896.

The cornerstone on the new state capitol was laid on July 27, 1898. Minnesota was
the first state to respond to the President’s call for volunteers in the Spanish-
American War. Minnesota supplied four regiments for service.

Growth and Development

i 1899-1950
During the late 19th and early 20th centuries the tide of immigration into the state
swelled. The most notable origin of this movement was Germany, Sweden, Norway
and Denmark. The other migrations from Southern and Eastern Europe contributed
to a lesser degree to the state’s population increase.

In 1909 President Theodore Roosevelt issued a proclamation establishing Superior
National Forest. In 1911 the legislature ratified the proposed amendment to the U.S.
Constitution allowing for the direct election of U.S. Senators.

Minnesota became the first state in 1913 to adopt a non-partisan system of electing
its legislators.
During World War |, Minnesota contributed 123,325 troops. On October 12-13, 1918,

forest fires spread over large parts of Carlton and southern St. Louis counties taking
432 lives.



In 1925 a general reorganization of the state government occurred.

In 1930 Minnesotan Frank B. Kellogg, U.S. Secretary of State, was awarded the 1929
Nobel Peace Prize for his work on the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact signed in Paris in
1928. The purpose of the Pact was to outlaw war.

Floyd B. Olson was elected as the first Farmer-Labor governor of Minnesota in 1930.
State population at this time was 2,563,953.

In 1931 Sinclair Lewis of Sauk Centre was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.

In the election of 1932 all 9 of Minnesota’s representatives were elected at large. In
1933 the legislature passed a Reapportionment Act, dividing the state into 9
congressional districts.

As the depression worsened in 1933-34, federal and state projects were provided to
assist the large numbers of unemployed. The Old Age Assistance Act became ef-
fective March 1, 1936.

In 1937, The Pipestone National Monument was established to protect the Indians’
sacred quarry near Pipestone.

In 1941, with the outbreak of World War Il, the Minnesota National Guard and the
Naval Reserve were ordered to duty with the armed forces. The great wartime
demand for military equipment led to the Minnesota iron-ore mines’ production for
1943, of 83,960,822 tons of ore, the largest single tonnage in their history.

As aresult of a special session of the legislature in 1944, persons in the armed forces
were permitted to vote. Also in 1944 the Democratic and Farmer-Labor parties
merged to form the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party.

The 1946 value of crops in Minnesota was at a high of $683,000,000.

In 1947 the Youth Conservation Act was passed providing for methods of treatment,
training and education of young persons with a view toward the prevention of crime
and delinquency.

In 1948, for the first time, the value of manufactured products exceeded cash farm
receipts in the state.

The 1950 population of Minnesota was 2,982,483.

Into the Present
1951-1977

In 1951, Minnesota produced 82% of the nation’s total iron ore output. That year
Minnesota produced a new record — 89,564,932 tons of iron ore.

The DFL won 7 of 8 statewide races in the 1954 general election to mark its first major
victory.

In 1956 the E. W. Davis Works of the Reserve Mining Company at Silver Bay was
dedicated, inaugurating large-scale production of taconite in Minnesota.

A year long centennial celebration was held in 1958 marking the first 100 years of
Minnesota statehood. Grand Portage National Monument was established to protect
one of the nation’s foremost inland centers of 18th and 19th century fur trading.

Oceanic trade began with the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959. This
significant event made Duluth accessible to ocean vessels from anywhere in the
world.

In the state’s closest race for governor, after more than four months of recounts, Karl
F. Rolvaag was sworn in as governor on March 25, 1963. He was declared the winner
by 91 votes.

Hubert H. Humphrey became the first Minnesotan to obtain national elective office
when he was sworn in as President Lyndon B. Johnson’s vice president on January
20, 1965.
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The spring of 1965 saw the worst flooding in the state’s history.

In 1967 the legislature created the nation’s first Human Rights Department. The
Metropolitan Council was also established in 1967.

Vice-President Hubert H. Humphrey, in 1968, became the first Minnesotan nominated
by a major party for President of the United States.

President Nixon, in 1969, named.Warren Burger of St. Paul as Chief Justice of the
U.S. Supreme Court. Harry Blackmun of Rochester was appointed to the Supreme
Courtin 1970.

That year, the 150th anniversary of Fort Snelling was marked. A Constitutional
Amendment lowering the voting age to 19 years was approved by Minnesota voters in
November. Also in 1970, the U.S. Congress authorized Voyageurs National Park. The
population of Minnesota was 3,805,069.

The Minnesota legislature became the first in the nation to ratify an amendment to
the U.S. Constitution lowering the voting age to 18 years. The longest “extra
session” in the history of the Minnesota Legislature adjourned October 30,1971.

In 1972, the DFL, which already was in contro! of the Governor’s office, gained -
control of both the Senate and the House.

The 1973 legislature repealed a 60 year:old law providing for the nonpartisan election
of legislators and restored party designation. The legislature also provided for
statewide voter registration.

In the 1974 statewide general election the DFL strengthened its leadership in the
legislature and also gained control of all statewide offices.

The state noted in 1974 the death of Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr., a native of Little Falls,
who was world renowned for being the first person to fly across the Atlantic Ocean
alone.

The worst blizzard of the century swept through Minnesota on January 11, 1975, with
the lowest barometric pressure reading ever recorded; spring and early summer
flooding, especially in the Red River Valley, caused millions of dollars in crop
damage. In early July the 7th known earthquake in state history was recorded in a
large area of west-central Minnesota.

Where blizzards, floods and windstorms dealt blows to the Minnesota economy in
1975, an extensive drought and forest fires in 1976 and an.energy emergency early in
1977 plagued the state.

The dispute between the state and Reserve Mining Company over the discharge of
asbestos-laden wastes from taconite processing into Lake Superior at Silver Bay
remained unresolved.

Minnesota led the nation in the percentage of eligible voters who went to the polls at
the 1976 general election. 75.4 per cent or 1,978,590 Minnesotans voted. Senator
Hubert H. Humphrey received 1,290,736 votes, his highest total vote and largest ever
received by any candidate for public office in Minnesota. The Carter-Mondale ticket:
carried Minnesota by 56 per cent. Walter F. Mondale became the second Minnesotan
to be elected to the nation’s second highest office. President-elect Jimmy Carter
appointed 7th district congressman Bob Bergland to the post of secretary of
agriculture. The Democratic-Farmer-Labor party increased its commanding margin in
the state legislature.

On December 29, Governor Wendell R. Anderson resigned midway in his second
term. He was succeeded by Lieutenant Governor Rudy Perpich. Perpich, a dentist
from Hibbing on the Mesabi Iron Range became the state’s 34th governor, its first
Roman Catholic governor and its first chief executive of Yugoslavian ancestry. The
day after Perpich succeeded. to the governorship, Mondale resigned his seat in the
United Statés sénate and Perpich appointed Andeison to'succeed him.




MINNESOTA IN PROFILE

Name—Derived from the Dakota Indian word *‘Minisota” meaning sky tinted waters.

Organized as Territory—March 3, 1849.

Entered Union—May 11, 1858 (32nd State).

Motto—L’Etoile du Nord (The North Star).

Song—“Hail! Minnesota.”

Area—84,068 square miles (12th largest state).

Land Area—79,289 square miles.

Inland Waters—4,779 square miles.

Width—385 miles.

Length—405 Miles, extending from 43°30' t049°23'4" ',

Population (1970 census)— 3,805,069 (19th largest state).

Density per Square Mile—48.0.

Largest Cities—Minneapolis 434,400; St. Paul 309,828; Duluth 100,578;
Bloomington 81,970; and Rochester 53,983.

Percent Urban Population—66.4.

Percent Rural Population—33.6.

Average Mean Altitude— 1,200 feet.

Highest Point—Eagle Mountain, (Cook County) 2,301 feet.

Lowest Point—Surface of Lake Superior, 602 feet.

Three Major River Systems—Mississippi, Minnesota and the Red River of the North.
Water flows from Minnesota in three directions — Hudson Bay, Atlantic Ocean
and the Guif of Mexico. No water flows into the state.

Number of Lakes—15,291 larger than 10 acres.

Largest Lake—Red Lake (451 square miles).

*Average Last Spring Freeze— April 30.

*Average First Fall Freeze—October 13.

*Annual Precipitation—25.94 inches.

*Annual Snowfall—45.1 inches.

*January Mean Temperature—12.4° F.

*July Mean Temperature—72.3° F.

*Average Mean Temperature—43.7° F.

*Indicates figures taken as statistical climatic data for Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport.
Sources: Minnesota Pocket Data Book (Minnesota State Planning Agency, 1975); U.S. Fact Book (Grosset &
Duniap, 1975).

Legal Holidays— January 1 + —New Year’s Day
February, 3rd Monday — Washington’s and Lincoln’s Birthday
May, Last Monday—Memorial Day
July 4 + —Independence Day
September, 1st Monday—Labor Day
October, 2nd Monday—Christopher Columbus Day
November 11 + —Veterans Day
November, 4th Thursday— Thanksgiving Day
December 25 + —Christmas Day

+—  when falls on Sunday, the following day is a legal holiday; when falls on Saturday, the preceding day is a
legal holiday. Minnesota Statutes 645.44.

Special Days—  April, last Friday—Arbor Day
{public schools) (up to one-half school day may be spent in observance, Minnesota Statutes 126.11)
February 15—Susan B. Anthony Day
May 11—Minnesota Day
September 28—Frances Willard Day
October 9—Leif Erikson Day
(one-half hour, school day, may be spent in “instruction and appropriate exercise

relative to and in commemoration of the life and history of the respective persons and
principles and ideals they fostered.” Minnesota Statutes 126.09).
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FUNDAMENTAL CHARTERS AND LAWS

Introduction: This section of the Legis/ative Manual includes six fundamental
charters and laws which affect the state of Minnesota. Maps illustrating the several
boundaries and hegemony of four sovereign nations over the land area now known as
Minnesota are reprinted from Minnesota Under Four Flags by Mary W. Berthel,
published by the Minnesota Historical Society.

E

e it
Minnesota Under Four Nations
The land area of Minnesota has at various times been under the governments of four
nations—France, Spain, England and the United States. The early territorial claims of
France, Spain and England were vague and overlapping. Formal government was
nonexistent.

Formal dominion over this area was probably first expressed by the French when in
1671 the Sieur de Lusson, in a picturesque ceremony held at the Sault de Ste. Marie,
claimed for France the vast northwest area of North America.

However, British dominion over northeastern Minnesota appears to have provided
the first written constitution nominally in effect in the land area of Minnesota. This
occurred when Minnesota was made a part of the Province of Quebec under the
Quebec Act of 1774. But England’s claim to this area was not exclusive inasmuch as
Virginia maintained a claim to the same area under its colonial charter of 1609.

Of Minnesota’s land area the portion east of the Mississippi River was the first to
come under the jurisdication of the United States. This was established by the treaty
of peace between England and the United States in 1783. Four years later, under the
Ordinance of 1787, the first genuine government was extended to this area, and the
Minnesota country began its march to statehood.




The Northwest Ordinance of 1787

One of the great charters in Minnesota history is the Northwest Ordinance passed by
the Congress of the Confederation on July 13, 1787. The Ordinance of 1787 was made
possible when several states, including Massachusetts, New York, Virginia and
Connecticut released their claims to the land area west of the Appalachian Moun-
tains extending to the Mississippi River. This area became known as the Northwest
Territory.

The Ordinance of 1787 followed the fundamentals of Thomas Jefferson’s Ordinance
of 1784 and established a government over the Northwest Territory and gave impetus
to the westward expansion of this nation. It was an outstanding governmental
document. It gave first national recognition to the Bill of Rights, abolished
primogeniture, provided for the encouragement of education, prohibited slavery, and
established the great new principle that new states should be admitted to the federal
government on equal footing with the original states.

The full effect of the Northwest Ordinance upon Minnesota law has yet to be
determined. For example, the question of whether common law in Minnesota dates
from the Revolution or from the Ordinance of 1787 has been left open by decisions of
the Minnesota courts.

The Ordinance provided for the formation out of the Northwest Territory of not less
than three nor more than five states. The states were to be admitted to the federal
government on an equal footing with the original states.

By May of 1848 five states had been formed out of the Northwest Territory—Ohio,
Indiana, illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin.

The State of Wisconsin was organized out of the Territory of Wisconsin, the last
remnant of the Northwest Territory. Although in 1848 the Territory of Wisconsin
extended to the Mississippi River, the State of Wisconsin voluntarily limited its
western boundary to the St. Croix River. This boundary limitation by the State of
Wisconsin left the land area between the St. Croix and the Mississippi available for
eventual inclusion in the State of Minnesota.

Thus it is that the State of Minnesota can trace much of its fundamental govern-
mental principles, and a substantial portion of its territory, back to the Northwest
Ordinance of 1787.
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NORTHWEST ORDINANCE 1787
Act of Congress, July 13, 1787

An Ordinance for the government of the territory of the
United States northwest of the river Ohio.

1. Be it ordained by the United States, in Congress
assembled, That the said territory, for the purpose of
temporary government, be one district, subject, however,
to be divided into two districts, as future circumstances
may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient.

2. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the
estates both of resident and non-resident proprietors in
the said territory, dying intestate, shall descend to, and be
distributed among, their children and the descendants of
a deceased child in equal parts, the descendants of a
deceased child or grandchild to take the share of their
deceased parent in equal parts among them; and where
there shall be no children or descendants, then in equal
parts to the next of kin, in equal degree; and among
collaterals, the chiidren of a deceased brother or sister of
theintestateshallhave,inequalpartsamongthem, their
deceased parent’s share; and there shall, in no case, be a
distinction between kindred of the whole and half blood:
saving in all cases to the widow of the intestate her third
part of the real estate for life, and one-third part of the
personal estate; and this law, relative to descents and
dower, shall remain in full force until altered by the
Legislature of the district. And until the Governor and
judges shall adopt laws, as hereinafter mentioned, es-
tates in the said territory may be devised or bequeathed
by wills in writing, signed and sealed by him or her in
whom the estate may be, (being of full age), and attested
by three witnesses; and real estates may be conveyed by
lease and release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed
and delivered by the person, being of full age, in whom
the estate may be, and attested by two witnesses, pro-
vided such wills be duly proved, and such conveyances
be acknowledged, or the execution thereof duly proved,
and be recorded within one year after proper magistrates,
courts, and registers, shall be appointed for that purpose;
and personal property may be transferred by delivery,
saving, however, to the French and Canadian inhabi-
tants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Vin-
cents, and the neighboring villages, who have heretofore
professed themselves citizens of Virginia, their laws and
customs now in force among them, relative to the descent
and conveyance of property.

3. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there
shall be appointed, from time to time, by Congress, a
Governor, whose commission shall continue in force for
the term of three years, unless sooner revoked by Con-
gress; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold
estate therein, in 1,000 acres of land, while in the exercise
of his office.

4. There shall be appointed from time to time, by
Congress, a Secretary, whose commission shall continue
in torce for four years, unless sooner revoked; he shall
reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein,

in five hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of his
office. It shall be his duty to keep and preserve the Acts
and laws passed by the Legislature, and the public
records of the district, and the proceedings of the Gover-
nor in his executive department, and transmit authentic
copies of such Acts and proceedings every six months, to
the Secretary of Congress. There shall also be appointed
a court, to consist of three judges, any two of whom to
form a court, who shall have a common law jurisdiction
and reside in the district, and have each therein a
freehold estate in five hundred acres of land, while in the
exercise of their offices; and their commissions shali
continue in force during good behavior.

5. The Governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall
adopt and publish in the district such laws of the original
States, criminal and civil, as may be necessary, and best
suited to the circumstances of the district, and report
them to Congress from time to time, which laws shall be in

force in the district until the organization of the General -

Assembly therein, unless disapproved of by Congress;
but afterwards the Legislature shail have authority to alter
them as they shall think fit.

6. The Governor, for the time being, shall be com-
mander-in-chief of the militia, appoint and commission all
officers in the same below the rank of general officers; all
general officers shall be appointed and commissioned by
Congress.

7. Previous to the organization of the general assembly,
the Governor shall appoint such magistrates, and other
civil officers, in each county or township, as he shall find
necessary for the preservation of the peace and good
order in the same. After the General Assembly shall be
organized the powers and duties of magistrates and other
civil officers shall be regulated and defined by the said
assembly; but all magistrates and other civil officers, not
herein otherwise directed, shall, during the continuance
of this temporary government, be appointed by the
Governor. _

8. For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to
be adopted or made shall have force in ali parts of the
district, and for the execution of process, criminal and
civil, the Governor shall make proper divisions thereof;
and he shall proceed, fromtime to time, as circumstances
may require, to lay out parts of the district in which the
Indian titles shall have been extinguished, into counties
and townships, subject, however, to such alterations as
may thereafter be made by the Legislature.

9. So soon as there shall be five thousand free male
inhabitants, of full age, in the district, upon giving proof
thereof to the Governor, they shall receive authority, with
the time and place, to elect Representatives from their
counties or townships, to represent them in the General
Assembly: Provided, that for every five hundred free male
inhabitants there shall be one Representative, and soon,
progressively, with the number of free male inhabitants,
shall the right of representation increase, until the
number of Representatives shall amount to twenty-five;
after which the number and proportion of Representa-
tives shall be regulated by the legislature: Provided, that
no person be eligible or qualified to act as a Representa-
tive, unless he shall have been a citizen of one of the
United States three years, and, in either case, shall
likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple, two hundred
acres of land within the same: Provided also, that a
freehold in fifty acres of land in the district, having been a
citizen of one of the States, and being resident in the
district, or the like freehold and two years’ residence in
the district, shall be necessary to quality a man as an
elector of a Representative.

10. The Representatives thus elected shall serve for the
term of two years; and in case of the death of a Repre-
sentative, or removal from office, the Governor shall issue
a writ to the county or township, for which he was a
member, to elect another in his stead, to serve for the
residue of the term.

11. The General Assembly, or Legislature, shall consist
of the Governor, Legislative Council, and a House of
Representatives. The Legislative Council shall consist of
tive members, to continue in office five years, uniess
sooner removed by Congress; any three members of the
council shall be nominated and appointed in the follow-
ing manner, to wit: As soon as Representatives shall be
elected the Governor shall appoint a time and place for
them to meet together, and when met they shall nominate
ten persons, resident in the district, and each possessed
of a freehold in five hundred acres of land, and return
their names to Congress, five of whom Congress shall
appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid, and
whenever a vacancy shall happen in the Council, by
death or removal from office, the House of Representa-
tives shall nominate two persons, qualified as aforesaid,
for each vacancy, and return their names to Congress,
one of whom Congress shall appointand commission for
the residue of the term; and every five years, four months
at least before the expiration of the time of service of the
members of the Council, the said House shall nominate
ten persons, qualified as aforesaid, and return their
names to Congress, five of whom Congress shall appoint
and commission to serve as members of the Council five



years, unless sooner removed. And the Governor, Legis-
lative Council, and House of Representatives shall have
authority to make laws in al! cases for the good govern-
ment of the district, not repugnant to the principles and
articles in this Ordinance established and declared. And
all bills, having passed by a majority in the House, and be
a majority in the Council, shall be referred to the Gover-
nor for his assent; but no bill or legislative Act whatever
shall be of any force without his assent. The Governor
shall have power to convene, prorogue, and dissolve the
General Assembly when, in his opinion, it shall be expe-
dient.
12. The Governor, judges, Legislative Council, Secre-
tary, and such other officers as Congress shall appoint in
the district, shall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity,
and of office; the Governor before the President of
Congress, and all other officers before the Governor. As
soon as a legislature shall be formed in the district, the
Council and House assembled, in one room, shall have
authority, by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to Congress,
who shaill have a seat in Congress, with a right of
debating, but not of voting, during this temporary gov-
ernment.
13. And for extending the fundamental principles of civil
and religious liberty, which form the basis whereon these
republics, their taws and Constitutions, are erected: to fix
and establish those principles as the basis of all laws,
. Constitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter
shall be formed in the said territory; to provide, also, for
the establishment of States, and permanent government
therein, and for their admission to a share in the federal
councils on an equal footing with the original States, at as
early periods as may be consistent with the general
interest:
14. Itis hereby ordained and declared, by the authority
atoresaid, that the following articles shall be considered
as articles of compact, between the original States and
the people and States.in the said territory, and forever
remain unalterable, unless by common consent, to wit:
Art.).  No person demeaning himself in a peaceable and
orderly manner shall ever be molested on account of his
mode of worship, or religious sentiments in the said
territories.
Art. Il The inhabitants of the said territory shall always
be entitled to the benefits of the writs of habeas corpus,
and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate representation
of the people in the Legislature, and of judicial proceed-
ings according to the course of the common law. All
persons shall be bailable, unless for capital offenses,
where the proof shall be evident or the presumption
great. Al fines shall be moderate, and no cruel or unusual
punishments shal! be inflicted. No man shall be deprived
of his liberty or property, but by the judment of his peers,
or the law of the land, and should the public exigencies
make it necessary, for the common preservation, to take
any person's property, or to demand his particular ser-
vices, full compensation shall be made for the same. And,
in the just preservation of rights and property, it is
understood and declared that no law ought ever to be
made or have force in the said territory, that shall, in any
manner whatever, interfere with or affect private con-
tracts, or engagements bona fide and without fraud
previously formed.
Art. lIl. Religion, morality. and knowledge being neces-
sary to good government and the happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education shall forever be
encouraged. The utmost good faith shall always be
observed towards the Indians; their lands and property
shall never be taken from them without their consent; and
in their property. rights and liberty they never shall be
invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars
authorized by Congress; but laws founded in justice and
humanity shall, from time to time, be made, for preventing
wrongs being done to them, and for preserving peace
and friendship with them.
Art. 1IV. The said territory, and the States which may be
tormed therein. shall forever remain a part of this Con-
tederacy of the United States of America, subject to the
Articles of Confederation, and to such alterations therein

as shall be constitutionally made; and to all the Acts and
Ordinances of the United States in Congress assembied,
conformable thereto. The inhabitants and settlers in the
said territory shall be subject to pay a part of the federal
debts, contracted, or to be contracted, and a proportionat
part of the expenses of government, to be apportioned on
them by Congress, according to the same common rule
and measure by which apportionments thereof shall be
made on the other States, and the taxes for paying their
proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and
direction ot the Legislatures of the district, or districts, or
new States, as in the original States, within the time
agreed upon by the United States in Congress assem-
bled. The Legislatures of those districts, or new States,
shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil
by the United States in Congress assembled, nor with any
regulations Congress may find necessary for securing
the title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers. No tax
shall be imposed on lands the property of the United
States; and in no case shall non-resident proprietors be
taxed higher than residents. The navigable waters lead-
ing in to the Mississippi and Saint Lawrence, and the
carrying places between the same, shall be common
highways, and forever free, as well 10 the inhabitants of
the said territory as to the citizens of the United States,
and those of any other States that may be admitted into
the Confederacy, without any tax. impost, or duty there-
for.

Art. V. There shall be formed in the said territory not less
than three nor more than five States; and the boundaries
of the States, as soon as Virginia shall alter her Act of
cession, and consent to the same, shall become fixed and
established as follows, to wit: The western State, in the
said territory, shall be bounded by the Mississippi, the
Ohio, and the Wabash and Post Vincents, due north, to
the territorial line between the United States and Canada;
and by the said territorial line to the Lake of the Woods
and Mississippi. The middie States shall be bounded by
the said direct line, the Wabash from Post Vincents to the
Ohio, by the Ohio, by a direct line drawn due north from
the mouth of the Great Miami to the said territorial line,
and by the said territorial line. The eastern State shall be
bounded by the last mentioned direct line, the Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and the said territorial line: Provided,
however, and it is further understood and declared, that
the boundaries of these three States, shall be subject so
far to be aitered, that, if Congress shall hereafter find it
expedient, they shall have authority to form one or two
States in that part of the said territory which lies north of
an east and west line drawn through the southerly bend
or extreme of Lake Michigan. And whenever any of the
said States shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants
therein, such State shall be admitted, by its delegates,
into the Congress of the United States, on an equal
footing with the original States, in all respects whatever;
and shall be at liberty to form a permanent Constitution
and State government: Provided, the Constitution and
government, so to be formed. shall be republican, and in
conformity to the principles contained in these Articles,
and, so far as it can be consistent with the general
interest of the Confederacy, such admission shall be
allowed at an earlier period, and when there may be a less
number of free inhabitants in the State than sixty thou-
sand.

Art. VI, There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the
punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been
‘duly convicted: Provided always, that any person escap-
ing into the same, from whom labor or service is fawfully
claimed in any one of the original States, such fugitive
may be lawfully reclaimed. and conveyed to the person
claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the resoul-
tions of the 23rd of April, 1784, relative to the subject of
this Ordinance, be, and the same are hereby, repealed,
and declared null and void.

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled, the
13th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1787, and of their
sovereignty and independence the 12th.
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SRR
The Organic Act of 1849
The Organic Act was passed by Congress on March 3, 1849, to provide for the
Territorial Government of Minnesota. The boundaries of the territory of Minnesota
were Canada on the north, Wisconsin on the east, lowaon the south and the Missouri

and White Earth Rivers on the west.

The movement to create a Minnesota Territorial Government arose out of the
necessity for formal government in the remnants of land area which remained after
the formation of the states of Wisconsin and lowa.

Minnesota’s land area west of the Mississippi was left without territorial government
when the State of lowa was formed out of the Territory of lowa in 1846.

The triangular area between the St. Croix River and the Mississippi River was left
without territorial government when the State of Wisconsin was admitted to the
Unionin 1848.

Thus, by 1848 the land area from the St. Croix River west to the Missouri and White
Earth Rivers was without territorial government—a veritable ‘‘no man’s land.”

Consequently, when Henry H. Sibley was elected delegate to Congress from this
area, he worked together with Senator Stephen A. Douglas, chairman of the Senate
Committee on Territories, to bring about the passage of the Organic Act for the
establishment of a territorial government over this area—the Territory of Minnesota.

The Organic Act provided for a governor, secretary, judicial system, legislative
assembly and a delegate to Congress. Legislators and the delegate to Congress were
elected; all other officers were appointive.

The Legislative Assembly consisted of two houses, a council composed of nine
members and a house of representatives with eighteen members. The first session of
the Legislature convened on September 3, 1849, in the Central House at the corner of
Bench and Minnesota Streets in St. Paul. Since that time St. Paul has been the capital
of Minnesota. However, in 1857 a bill was introduced in the territorial legisiative
assembly to have the capitol removed from St. Paul to St. Peter. This action was
promoted by the East and West boundary group which contended that the boundary
to be established for the State of Minnesota should extend from Wisconsin west to
the Missouri River, with the north line of the state being just north of St. Paul.
Although this bill passed both houses of the legislative assembly, it was stolen
before it could be presented to the territorial governor for his signature. Thus, the bill
failed to pass because of assembly member Joseph Rolette, who disappeared with
the bill and held it until the close of the Legislative session.

An important provision of the Organic Act was the reservation of sections 16 and 36
of each township for school purposes.

Alexander Ramsey, a Whig, was the first Territorial Governor. He was followed by
Willis A. Gorman and Samuel Medary, Democrats.

Minnesota progressed under the territorial government, but many groups felt that
progress would be accelerated if Minnesota were a state. Within a short time there
arose a strong desire for statehood.



ORGANIC ACT OF MINNESOTA

An act to establish the Territorial Government of Minnesota
(Passed March 3, 1849)

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America in Con-
gress assembled, That from and after the passage of this
act, all that part of the territory of the United States which
lies within the following limits, to-wit: Beginning in the
Mississippi river at the point where the line of forty-three
degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude crosses the
same; thence running due west on said line, which is the
northern boundary of the state ot lowa, to the northwest
corner of the said state of lowa; then southerly along the
western boundary of said state to the point where said
boundary strikes the Missouri river; thence up the middle
of the main channel of the Missouri river to the mouth of
White Earth river; thence up the middle of the main
channel of the White Earth river to the boundary line
between the possessions of the United States and Great
Britain, thence east and south of east along the boundary
line between the possessions of the United States and
Great Britain to Lake Superior; thence in a straight line to
the northernmost point o! the state of Wisconsin in Lake
Superior; thence along the western boundary line of said
state of Wisconsin to the Mississippi river; thence down
the main channel of said river to the place of beginning,
.be and the same is hereby erected into a temporary
government by the name of the Territory of Minnesota;
provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be
construed to inhibit the government of the United States
from dividing said Territory into two or more territories, in
such manner and at such times as Congress shall deem
convenient and proper, or from attaching any portion of
said Territory to any other state or territory of the United
States.

SEC. 2. And be it turther enacted, That the executive
power and authority in and over said Territory of Minne-
sota shail be vested in a governor, who shall hold his
office for four years, and until his successor shall be
appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the
president of the United States. The governor shall reside
within said Territory; shall be commander-in-chief of the
militia thereof; shall perform the duites and receive the
emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs. He may
grant pardons for offenses against the law of said Terri-
tory, and reprieves for oftenses against the laws of the
United States until the decision of the president can be
made known thereon; he shall commission all officers
who shali be appointed to office under the laws of the said
Territory, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully
executed.

SEC.3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a
secretary of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and
hold his office for four years, unless sooner removed by
the president of the United States; he shall record and
preserve all the laws and proceedings of the legislative
assembly hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and
proceedings of the governor in his executive department;
he shall transmit one copy of the laws and one copy of the
executive proceedings, on or before the first day of
December in each year, to the president of the United
States, and at the same time two copies of the laws to the
speaker of the house of representatives, and the presi-
dent of the senate for the use of Congress. And in case of
the death, removal, resignation, or necessary absence of
the governor from the Territory, the secretary shall be
and he is hereby authorized and required to execute and
pertorm all the powers and the duties of the governor
during such vacancy or necessary absence, or until
another governor shall be duly appointed to fill such
vacancy.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislative
power and authority of said Territory shall be vested in
the governor and a legislative assembly. The legislative
assembly shall consist of a council and house of repre-
sentatives. The council shall consist of nine members
having the qualifications of voters, as hereinafter pre-
scribed, whose term of service shall continue two years.

The house of representatives shall, at its first session,
consist of eighteen members, possessing the same qual-
ification as prescribed for members of the council, and
whose term of service shall continue one year. The
number of councilors and representatives may be in-
creased by the legistative assembly, from time to time, in
proportion to the increase of population; provided, that
the whole number shall never exceed fifteen councilors
and thirty-nine representatives. An apportionment shalil
be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the
several counties or districts for the election of the council
and representatives, giving to each section of the Terri-
tory representation in the ratio of its population, Indians
excepted, as nearly as may be. And the members of the
council and of the house of representatives shall reside in
and be inhabitants of the districts for which they'may be
elected, respectively. Previous to the first election, the
governor shall cause a census or enumeration of the
inhabitants of the several counties and districts of the
Territory to be taken, and the first election shall be held at
such time and places and be conducted in such manner
as the governor shall appoint and direct, and he shall, at
the same time, declare the number of members of the
council and house of representatives to which each of
the counties and districts shall entitied under this act.

The number of persons authorized to be elected having
the highest number of votes, in each of said council
districts for members of the council, shall be declared by
the governor to be duly elected to the council, and the
person or persons authorized to be elected, having the
greatest number of votes tor the house of representa-
tives, equal to the number to which each county or district
shall be entitted, shall also be declared by the governor to
be duly elected members of the house of representatives;
provided, that in case of a tie between two or more
persons voted for, the governor shall order a new etection
to supply the vacancy made by such tie. And the persons
thus elected to the legislative assembly shall meet at such
place on such day as the governor shall appoint, but
thereafter the time, place and manner of holding and
conduction all elections by the people, and the appor-
tioning of the representation in the several counties or
districts to the council and house of representatives,
according to the population, shall be prescribed by law,
as welt as the day of the commencement of the regular
session of the legislative assembly; provided. that no one
session shall exceed the term of sixty days.

SEC.5 And be it further enacted, That every free white
male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who
shall have been a resident of said Territory at the time of
the passage of this act, shall be entitled to vote at the first
election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said
Territory; but the qualifications of voters and of holding
office at all subsequent elections shall be such as shall be
prescribed by the legistative assembly; provided, that the
right of suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised
only by citizens of the United States and those who shal!
have declared on oath their intention to become such,
and shall have taken an oath to support the constitution
of the United States and the provisions of this act.

SEC. 6 And be if further enacted, That the legisiative
power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects
of legislation, consistent with the Constitution of the
United States and the provisions of this act; but no law
shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of
the soil; no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the
United States; nor shall the lands or other property of
non-residents be taxed higher than the lands or other
property of residents. All the laws passed by the legisla-
tive assembly and the governor shall be submitted to the
Congress of the United States, and if disapproved shall
be null and of no effect.

SEC. 7 And be it further enacted, That all township,
district and county officers, not herein otherwise pro-
vided for, shali be appointed or elected, as the case may

35



36

CHAPTER 1 ‘NORTH STARSTATE

be, in such manner as shall be provided by the governor
and legislative assembly of the Territory of Minnesota.
The governor shall nominate and, by .ahd, with the advice
and consent of the legislative council, appoint all officers
not herein otherwise provided for, and, in the first in-
stance, the governor alone may appoint all said officers,
who shall hold their offices until the end of the next
session of the legislative assembly.

SEC.8 Andbeitfurther enacted, That no member of the
legislative assembly shall hold or be appointed to any
office which shall have been created, or the salary or
emoluments of which shall have been increased, while he
was a member, during the term for which he was elected,
and for one year after the expiration of such term; and no
person holding a commission or appointment under the
United States, except postmasters, shall be a member of
the legislative assembly, or shall hold any office under the
government of said Territory.

SEC. 9 And be if further enacted, That the judicial
power of said Territory shall be vested in a supreme
court, district courts, probate courts, and in justices of
the peace. The supreme court shall consist of a chief
justice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall
constitute a quorum, and who shall hold a term at the seat
of government of said Territory annually; and they shall
hold their offices during the period of four years. The said
Territory shall be divided into three judicial districts, and
a district court shall be held in each of said districts by
one of the justices of the supreme court, at such time and
places as may be prescribed by law; and the said judges
shall, after their appointment, respectively, reside in the
districts which shall be assigned them. The jurisdiction of
the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and
original, and that of probate courts and justices of the
peace, shall be as limited by law; provided, that the
justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any
matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land
may be in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall
exceed one hundred dollars; and the said supreme and
districts courts, respectively, shall possess chancery as
well as common law jurisdiction. Each district court, or
the judges thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also
be the register in chancery, and shall keep his office at
the place where the court may be held. Writs of error, bills
of exception and appeals shall be allowed in all cases
from the final decisions of said district courts to the
supreme court, under such regulations as may be pre-
scribed by law, but in no case removed to the supreme
court, shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The
supreme court, or the justices thereof, shall appoint its
own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the court for; which he shall have been
appointed. Writs of error and appeals from the finat
decisions of said supreme court shall be allowed, and
may be taken to the supreme court of the United States, in
the same manner and under the same regulations as from
the circuit courts of the United states, where the value of
the property or the amount in controversy, to be ascer-
tained by the oath or affirmation of either party, or other
competent witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars;
and each of the said district courts shall have and
exercise the same jurisdiction, in all cases arising under
the constitution and laws of the United States, as is
vested in the circuit and district courts of the United
States; and the first six days of every term of said courts,
or so much thereof as shall be necessary, shalt be
appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said
constitution and laws; and writs of error and appeal in all
such cases shall be made to the supreme court of said
Territory, the same as in other cases. The said clerk shall
receive in all such cases the same fees which the clerks
of the district courts of the late Wisconsin Territory
received for similar services.

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall be
appointed an attorney for said Territory, who shall con-
tinue in office for four years, untess sooner removed by
the president, and who shall receive the same fees and
salary as the attorney of the United States for the late
Territory of Wisconsin received. There shall also be a

marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall hoid his
office for four years, unless sooner removed by the
president, and who shall execute ali processes issuing

~ Yromthe said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction as

circuit and district courts of the United States; he shall
perform the duties, be subject to the same regulations
and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees as the
marshal of the district court of the United States for the
late Territory of Wisconsin; and shall, in addition, be paid
two hundred dollars annually as a compensation for extra
services.

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That the governor,
secretary, chief justice and associate justices, attorney
and marshal shall be nominated and by and with the
advice and consent of the senate, appointed by the
president of the United States. The governor and secre-
tary to be appointed as aforesaid shall, before they act as
such, respectively, take an oath or affirmation, before the
district judge, or some justice of the peace in the limits of
said Territory, duly authorized to administer oaths and
aftirmations by the laws now in force therein, or before
the chief justice, or some associate justice of the su-
preme court of the United States, to support the constitu-
tion of the United States, and faithfully to discharge the
duties of their respective offices, which said oaths, when
so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the
same shall have been taken, and such certificates shall
be received and recorded by the said secretary among
the executive proceedings; and the chief justice and
associate justices, and all other civil officers in said
Territory, before they act as such, shall take a like oath or
affirmation, before the said governor or secretary, or
some judge or justice of the peace of the Territory, who
may be duly commissioned and qualified, which said oath
or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted, by the
person taking the same, to the secretary, to be by him
recorded as aforesaid; and afterwards, the like oath or
affirmation shall be taken, certified and recorded in such
manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The
governor shall receive an annual salary of $1,500 as
governor, and $1,000 as superintendent of Indian affairs.
The chief justice and associate justice shall each receive
an annual salary of $1,800. The secretary shall receive an
annual salary of $1,800. The said salaries shall be paid
quarter-yearly, at the treasury of the United States. The
members of the legisiative assembly shall be entitled to
receive three dollars each per day during their atten-
dance at the session thereof, and three dollars each for
every twenty miles traveled in going to and returning from
the said sessions, estimated according to the nearest
usually traveled route. There shall be appropriated, an-
nuatly, the sum of $1,000, to be expended by the governor
to defray the contingent expenses of the Territory; and
there shall also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient
sum to be expended by the secretary of the territory, and
upon an estimate to be made by the secretary of the
treasury of the United States, to defray the expenses of
the legisiative assembly, the printing of the laws, and
other incidental expenses, and the secretary of the
Territory shall annually account to the secretary of the
treasury of the United States for the manner in which the
aforesaid sum shall have been expended.

SEC 12. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants
of the said Territory shall be entitled to all the rights,
privileges and immunities heretofore granted and se-
cured to the Territory of Wisconsin and to its inhabitants;
and the laws in force in the Territory of Wisconsin at the
date of the admission of the State of Wisconsin shall
continue to be valid and operative therein, so far as the
same be not incompatible with the provisions of this act,
subject, nevertheless, to be altered, modified or repealed
by the governor and legisiative assembly of the said
Territory of Minnesota; and the laws of the United States
are hereby extended over and declared to be in force in
said Territory, so far as the same, or any provision
thereof, may be applicable.

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the legistative
assembly of the Territory of Minnesota shall hold its first
session in St. Paul; and at said first session the governor




and legislative assembly shall locate and establish a
temporary seat of government for said Territory, at such
place as they may deem eligible; and shall at such time as
they shall see proper prescribe by law the manner of
locating the permanent seat of government of said Terri-
tory by a vote of the people. And the sum of twenty
thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated and
granted to said Territory of Minnesota, to be applied by
the governor and legislative assembly to the erection of
suitable public buildings at the seat of government.

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate of
the house of representatives of the United States, to
serve for the term of two years, may be elected by the
voters qualified to elect members of the legislative as-
sembly, who shall be entitied to the same rights and
privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates
from the several other territories of the United States to
the said house of representatives. The first election shall
be held at such times and places and be conducted in
such manner as the governor shall appoint and direct;
and at all subsequent elections the times, places and
manner of holding the elections shall be prescribed by
law. The person having the greatest number of votes shall
be declared by the governor to be duly elected, and a
certificate thereof shall be given accordingly.

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits,
process and proceedings, civil and criminal, at law or in
chancery, and all indictments and informations, which
shall be pending and undetermined in the courts of the
Territory of Wisconsin, within the limits of said Territory of
Minnesota, when this act shall take effect, shall be
transferred to be heard, tried, prosecuted and deter-
mined in the district courts hereby established, which
may include the counties or districts where any such
proceedings may be pending. All bonds, recognizances,
and obligations of every kind whatsoever, valid under the
existing laws, within the limits of said Territory, shall be
valid under this act; and all crimes and misdemeanors
against the laws, in force within said limits, may be
prosecuted, tried, and punished in the courts established
by this act; and all penalties, forfeitures, actions and
causes of action may be recovered under this act the
same as they would have been under the laws in force
within the limits composing said Territory at the time this
act shall go into operation.

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That all justices of
the peace, constables, sheriffs, and all other judicial and
ministerial officers, who shall be in office within the limits
ot said Territory, when this act shall take effect, shall be
and they are hereby authorized and required to continue
to exercise and perform the duties of their respective
offices as officers of the Territory of Minnesota, tempo-
rarily, and until they or others shall be duly appointed and
qualitied to fill their places, in the manner herein directed,

The Enabling Act

or until their offices shall be abolished.

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of
$5,000 be and the same is hereby appropriated out of any
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be
expended by and under the direction of the said governor
of the Territory of Minnesota, in the purchase of a library,
to be kept at the seat of government for the use of the
governor, legislative assembly, judges of the supreme
court, secrefary, marshal, and attorneys of said Territory,
and such other persons and under such regulations as
shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That when the
lands in said Territory shall be surveyed under the
direction of the government of the United States, pre-
paratory to bringing the same into market, sections
numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each township in said
Territory shall be and the same are hereby reserved for
the purpose of being applied to schools in said Territory,
andin the state and territories hereafter to be erected out
of the same.

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That temporarily,
and until otherwise provided by law, the governor of said
Territory may define the judicial districts of said Territory,
and assign the judges who may be appointed for said
Territory to the several districts, and also appoint the
times and places for holding courts in the several coun-
ties or subdivisions in each of said judicial districts, by
proclamation to be issued by him; but the legislative
assembly, at their first or any subsequent session, may
organize, alter or modify such judicial districts, and
assign the judges, and alter the times and places of
holding the courts, as to them shall seem proper and
convenient.

SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That every bill
which shall or may pass the council and house of
representatives, shall, before it becomes a law, be pre-
sented to the governor of the Territory; if he approve, he
shall sign it; but if not he shall return it, with his objec-
tions, to the house in which it originated, which shall
cause the objections to be entered at large upon their
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such
reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections,
to the other house, by which it shail also be reconsidred,
and if approved by two-thirds of that house it shall
become a law; but in all such cases the votes of both
houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the
names of the persons voting for or against the bill shall be
entered on the journal of each house, respectively. If any
bill shall not be returned by the governor within three
days, (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been pre-
sented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if
he had signed it, unless the legislative assembly, by
adjournment, preventit, inwhich case it shall not become
alaw.

Henry M. Rice, delegate to Congress from the Territory of Minnesota, at the opening
of Congress in December, 1856, introduced a bill for an act to authorize a state
government for Minnesota. The Rice bill proposed that the north, south and east
boundaries of Minnesota be continued, and that the west boundary be established as
a line beginning at a point in the center of the main channel of the Red River of the
North at the Canadian Border and running south through Lake Traverse, through Big
Stone Lake, to the Big Sioux River and to the northwest corner of lowa. In place of the
Big Sioux River Congress substituted a line from the outlet of Big Stone-lLake due
south to the lowa border.

Considerable controversy had arisen in the territory over proposed boundaries for |

the State of Minnesota. There were two general groups, the East and West group and
the North and South group. The East.and West group proposed the Missouri River as
the west boundary, and a point just north of St. Paul as the north boundary The R|ce
bill followed the proposal of the North and South group.

The bill for an enabling act was not without opposition in Congress However
Minnesota again found a friend in Senator Stephen A. Douglas who was still chair-
man of the Senate committee on territories. The Enabling Act passed Congress and
was approved on February 27, 1857.
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In addition shing boundaries for the State of Minnesota, the Enabling Act

provided for a constitutional convention and an election of delegates to that con-
vention. It further provided that the following proposals be submitted for the con-
sideration of the constitutional convention: that 72 sections of land be reserved and
set aside for a state university; that ten sections be granted to the state to complete
and erect public buildings at the capitol; that all salt springs, not exceeding 12, be
granted to the state for its use; and that five per centum of net proceeds from the sale
by Congress of public lands lying within the State of Minnesota be paid to the state
for public road purposes.

The Enabling Act also authorized the State of Minnesota to have one Representative
in Congress and such additional Representatives as the population of the state
would entitle it to at the current ratio of representation. For the purpose of deter-
mining the population the act authorized a census to be taken by the United States
marshal for the Territory of Minnesota. The census was completed in October of
1857, population 150,037.

ACT AUTHORIZING A STATE GOVERNMENT
[Passed Feb. 26, 1857]
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of and said river or waters leading into the same shall be

Representatives of the United States of America, in
Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of that portion
of the Territory of Minnesota which is embraced within
the following limits, to-wit: Beginning at the point in the

. center of the main channel of the Red River of the North,

where the boundary line between the United States and
the British Possessions crosses the same; thence up the
main channel of said river to that of the Bois de Sioux
River; thence up the main channel of said river to Lake
Traverse; thence up the center of said lake to the
southern extremity thereof, thence in a direct line to the
head of Big Stone lake; thence through its center to its
outlet; thence by a due south line to the north line of the
State of lowa; thence along the northern boundary of said
state to the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence
up the main channel of said river, and following the
boundary line of the State of Wisconsin, until the same
intersects with the St. Louis river; thence down the said
river to and through Lake Superior, on the boundary line
of Wisconsin and Michigan, until it intersects the dividing
line between the United States and the British Posses-
sions; thence up Pigeon river and following said dividing
line to the place of beginning, be and they hereby are
authorized to form for themselves a constitution and state
government by the name of the State of Minnesota, and to
come into the Union on an equal footing with the original
states, according to the Federal Constitution.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the State of
Minnesota shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the
Mississippi and all other rivers and waters bordering on
the said State of Minnesota, so far as the same shall form
a common boundary to said state and any state or states
now or hereafter to be formed or bounded by the same;

common highways, and forever free, as well to the
inhabitants of said state as to all other citizens of the
United States, without any tax, duty, impost, or toll
therefor.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That on the first
Monday in June next, the legal voters in each represen-
tative district then existing within the limits of the pro-
posed state, are hereby authorized to elect two delegates
for each representative to which said district shali be
entitled according to the apportionment for representa-
tives to the territorial legislature; which election for
delegates shall be held and conducted, and the returns
made, in all respects in conformity with the laws of said
Territory regulating the election of representatives, and
the delegates so elected shall assemble at the capitol of
said Territory on the second Monday in July next, and first
determine by a vote whether it is the wish of the people of
the proposed State to be admitted into the Union at that
time; and if so, shall proceed to form a constitution, and
take all necessary steps for the establishment of a state
government, in conformity with the Federal Constitution,
subject to the approval and ratification of the people of
the proposed State.

SEC. 4. Andbe it further enacted, Thatin the event said
convention shall decide in favor of the immediate admis-
sion of the proposed State into the Union, it shall be the
duty of the United States marshal for said Territory to
proceed to take a census or enumeration of the inhabi-
tants within the limits of the proposed State, under such
rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the
secretary of the interior, with the view of ascertaining the
number of representatives to which said State may be
entitled in the Congress of the United States. And said



State shall be entitled to one representative, and such
additional representatives as the population of the State
shall, according to the census, show it would be entitled
to according to the present ratio of representation.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the following
propositions be and the same are hereby offered to the
said convention of the people of Minnesota for their free
acceptance or rejection, which, if accepted by the con-
vention, shall be obligatory on the United States, and
upon the said State of Minnesota, to-wit:

First—That sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in
every township of public lands in said State, and where
either of said sections, or any part thereof, has been sold
or otherwise been disposed of, other lands, equivalent
thereto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to
said State for the use of schools.

Second—That seventy-two sections of land shall be set
apart and reserved for the use and support of a state
university, to be selected by the governor of said State,
subject to the approval of the commissioner at the
general land office, and to be appropriated and applied in
such manner as the legislature of said State may pre-
scribe; for the purpose atoresaid, but for no other pur-
pose.

Third—Ten entire sections of land to be selected by the
governor of said State, in legal subdivisions, shall be
granted to said State for the purpose of completing the
public buildings, or for the erection of others at the seat of
government, under the direction of the legislature
thereof.

Fourth—That ail salt springs within said State, not ex-
ceeding twelve in number, with six sections of land
adjoining or as contiguous as may be to each, shall be
granted to said State for its use; and the same to be
selected by the governor thereof within one year after the
admission of said State, and, when so selected, to be
used or disposed of on such terms, conditions and
regulations as the tegislature shall direct; provided, that

no sait spring or land the right whereof is now vested in -

any individual or in individuals, or which may be hereafter
confirmed or adjudged to any individual or individuals,
shall by this article be granted to said State,

Fifth—That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales of
all public lands lying within said State, which shall be sold
by Congress after the admission of said State into the

Union, after deducting all the expenses incident to the.

same, shall be paid to said State for the purpose of
making public roads and internal improvements as the
legislature shall direct; provided, the foregoing proposi-
tions herein offered are on the condition that the said
convention which shall form the constitution of said State
shall provide, by a clause in said constitution, or an
ordinance, irrevocable without the consent of the United
States, that said State shall never interfere with the
primary disposal of the soil within the same by the United
States, or with any regulations Congress may find neces-
sary for securing the title in said soil to bona fide
purc