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To the people of Minnesota:

It is with real pride that | bring you this edition of the Legislative Manual.

By focusing on the [egislative districts, this edition will clarify the structure of
this branch of government.

It is appropriate that in celebration of International Women'’s Year, we focus
our attention on the contributions women have made in shaping the history of
Minnesota. My special thanks to Gretchen Kreuter and Rhoda R. Gilman for
documenting this history of women in Minnesota.

The Bicentennial year of our American independence reminds us to look back
over the past so we may thoughtfully approach the future. The many people
who have compiled this year’s Legislative Manual trust that it will be of value
both as a review of Minnesota history and as a reference to current state

government.
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Joan Anderson Growe
Secretary of State
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NORTH STAR STATE

Life in Minnesota’s variety of seasons attracts settlers
from many cultures. More than half of Minnesota’s
citizens are women. Their particular history itlustrates
how this state responds to individual needs through a
framework of basic freedoms and responsibilities.



CHAPTER 1 NORTH STAR STATE

WOMEN IN MINNESOTA'’S HISTORY

by
Gretchen Kreuter
President, Women Historians of the Midwest
and
Rhoda R. Gilman
Research Associate, Minnesota Historical Society

Minnesota Women
...in Agriculture and Industry

The official Bicentennial Medal of the State of Minnesota shows on its obverse side the
figure of an Indian man paddling a canoe. Above him is a peace pipe, and he is surrounded
by the various state symbols. The reverse side is dominated in.the center by the bold figure
of a pioneer farmer with his hand on a plow. On his left is a fur trader with gun in hand,
while on his right and a little behind him stands the pioneer or immigrant woman with a
shawl around her head and an infant in her arms. From this composite view of how the state
sees its past, the most conspicuously missing figure is an Indian woman.

The role of the Indian woman has been obscured by generations of prejudice, misunder-
standing, and false stereotypes. The economies of both Chippewa (Ojibway) and Sioux
(Dakota), who were Minnesota’s main Native American peoples, were based upon hunting,
food gathering, and a limited amount of agriculture. The natural division of labor in such
societies leaves agriculture largely in the hands of women. But to European settlers
agriculture seemed the only legitimate form of labor. They tended to define as sport the
grueling and dangerous work done by Indian men in feeding and clothing their families and
to see Indian women universally as slaves and drudges.

The distorted picture resulting from the difference in cultures has hidden the status and
dignity to which women’s productivity usually entitled them in traditional Sioux and
Chippewa communities. It was the skilled labor of women that processed the vast number
of skins and hides required for shelter, clothing, and later for the all-important fur trade. The
extent of this processing helped to determine the value of many pelts in trade and gave the
women of the band an important voice in the business of exchange. Women also fashioned
pottery, wove baskets and mats, gathered fuel, made maple sugar, collected and preserved
other wild foods, and planted gardens where the soil and climate made this possible. Men
and women cooperated on the heavier tasks of fishing, harvesting wild rice, and building
canoes and houses. When hunting, trade, or warfare called men away for long periods, all of
the necessary tasks were left to women. Because life was communal, much of this labor was
performed in groups made up of women from several families or even whole villages.

In this the Indian woman had an advantage over her European sister, who was isolated on a
pioneer farm. As the literature of early settlement has made starkly clear, isolation was one
of the hardest conditions of labor for the farm wife of the middle border. Alone with her
husband and children, sometimes miles from the nearest neighbors, she performed her full
share in the backbreaking task of transforming the land from forests and prairies to fields
and farms. Even though her husband spared her the heaviest jobs, her hours of labor were far
longer than his, and to her work was added the physical strain of bearing a large family to
provide an expanded labor force for the next generation.

Native American terminology in this manual:

Dakota is the language spoken by the Sioux.
Ojibway is the language spoken by the Chippewa.



One of the first essentials for opening a prosperous farm was a healthy woman who was
willing to share the work of garden and barnyard—or field when necessary. And if the farm
did not prosper, she carried her share of the resulting misery, whetherit was caused by
natural disasters like drought and grasshoppers or by the seemingly endless years of falling
prices and agricultural depression that dogged Minnesota farmers after the Civil War. As one
of her spokeswomen observed: “’If the average farmer is a slave then his wife is the slave of a
slave. Her position is fixed by his and is always a little the worse of the two.”

When Oliver H. Kelley of Elk River, Minnesota, was spinning dreams for a nationwide
brotherhood of farmers, he found a sympathetic listener in his wife’s niece, Caroline Hall.
She suggested that such an organization should be open to farmers” wives, and Kelley
adopted the idea when he founded the Patrons of Husbandry, better known as the Grange,
in 1867. For this first great farm organization, the inclusion of women proved to be a crucial
source of strength. Instead of being just another lodge group attended by men, the Grange
became a focus of family activity. Women attending the meetings with their husbands were
released from isolation and found a sense of comradeship and shared problems and
opportunities. They made enormous contributions to the educational and social functions
of the organization, and in many areas the annual Grange picnic became the great
community gathering of the season. More frankly political in nature and objectives, the
Farmers Alliance of the 1880s denied membership to women, but farm wives, awakened by
their experience with the Grange, refused to be excluded, and many attended meetings,
questioned speakers, and voiced their own opinions both from the platform and in print.

Meanwhile the daughters of these women were turning to Minnesota’s growing cities in
search of employment. [n 1870 only 16 per cent of the state’s population was urban, but by
1890 nearly 34 per cent of Minnesotans lived in cities, and job opportunities for young
women were beginning to appear in mills, factories, offices, and stores. Until that time the
possibilities had been mainly limited to domestic service and teaching, but in 1900 more
than 12 per cent of Minnesota’s working women were employed as garment makers or
seamstresses, and during the same period the Twin Cities had a larger proportion of women
workers who paid for board and lodging away from home than did any other place except
Lowell, Massachusetts.

This led to much uneasiness about the moral fiber of Minnesota’s venturesome young
females, but the concern wasnot deep enough to induce all employers to pay a living wage.
In 1888, 250 women who made overalls and work clothes for the Minneapolis firm of
Shotwell, Clerihew, and Lothman struck for better pay. Their piece work rates of 3% cents
for a shirt and 7 cents for a pair of overalls enabled most of them to make no more than 3
dollars a week, while decent room and board alone cost nearly that- much.

As Minnesota moved into the twentieth century there were repeated attempts to correct
the worst of such conditions through minimum wage laws and regulation of working hours
for women and children—always on the assumption that woman'’s very nature put her at a
disadvantage in the job market and subjected her to exploitation. A more effective
instrument of protection might have been collective bargaining, but organizing unions was
slow work in the occupations where most women were employed, for these were always
marginal areas and there were more women seeking employment than jobs available. Not

- until the late 1930s, when many women workers were included within the net of the great
industrial unions, did organized labor begin to affect any important part of the female
working force. There were exceptions, of course. In the mid 1930s a Minneapolis elevator
operator named Nellie Stone Johnson organized an effective local of the hotel and
restaurant employees union among her largely female and minority co-workers. Twin Cities
laundry workers were organized in 1934, and St. Paul schoolteachers, led by women like
Mabel Colter, Florence Rood, and Mary McGough formed one of the nation’s earliest and
strongest locals of the American Federation of Teachers.



N

Main workroom at Brown and Bigelow, 1917 —Minnesota Historical Society photo

S h 3 .
Main office at Twin City Milk Producers Assn. —Minnesota Historical Society photo

Perhaps the real history of working women during the twentieth century is the story of the
paper work explosion. In 1900 only about seven per cent of Minnesota’s working women
were employed in sales and clerical jobs; in 1970 this had risen to more than 23 per cent.
Other major occupations were service oriented: teaching, nursing, and the restaurant
trades. In the same period the number of women working outside the home had risen from
less than 16 per cent of the potential female labor force to nearly 42 per cent. This enormous
increase did not represent a mass invasion by women of fields already occupied by men;
instead it reflected the expanding need for record-keepers and communicators in an ever
more complex and interdependent society. It also represented a shift to institutions of
human services like nursing and early childhood education, which had traditionally been
performed by women in the home.




Minnesota Women
...in Education

In the summer of 1847, Harriet Bishop arrived in Minnesota territory and opened the first
permanent day school for the children of St. Paul. Education in the area, of course, did not
begin with Harriet Bishop. Among Native American tribes it had gone on for centuries, as
parents and grandparents transmitted their practical skills and spiritual knowledge to
succeeding generations. Within the families of early Minnesota settlers the same kind of
education had been carried on: in their homes, mothers were both the nurturers and
teachers of their children. From the seventeenth century on, missionaries had tried shaping
lives by religious teaching.

As the population of Minnesota grew, however, education became linked to the kind of
society settlers were trying to create. Permanent schools and trained teachers were
supposed to be the instruments of civilization, and women were specifically sought for the
civilizing task. Harriet Bishop and the many young women teachers who followed her into
the state were supposed to encompass all the roles of all the educators who had gone
before. They were expected to be mothers and nurturers, transmitters of white culture, and
religious missionaries—and all on very little money. Harriet Bishop received $100 a year.

These early teachers had more pressing hardships than low pay. For example, Bishop's first
schoolhouse at St. Paul was a mud-walled log hovel that had been ablacksmith’s shop. It was
covered with bark and chinked with mud. Each day a hen laid an egg in one corner, cackled,
and departed. Snakes slithered along the crude floor boards, and large rats frequently
observed the lessons.

Living conditions were spartan. Teachers were obliged to board around at the homes of their
pupils’ parents, sometimes sleeping on straw pallets in the tiniest coldest room in primitive
cabins.

Teaching, nevertheless, was one of the few respectable ways in which a young woman
could respond to the call of the West, satisfy her sense of adventure, and live a somewhat
more independent life than she would have been permitted at home. She could also believe,
most devoutly, that her work was necessary and important. As Harriet Bishop observed, “To
woman is entrusted the future destiny of Minnesota.”

This belief was not shared by the men. As education began to take on an official structure in
the 1850s, women were ignored and excluded. As school lands were set aside, taxes levied,
and a state superintendent of public instruction chosen, women were left out of the
decision-making process at all levels—from the state legislature to the local school
committees. Although women teachers were at work in tiny tumbledown schools in all
scorners of the state, they were virtually invisible in the manuals of instruction written for
teachers: “The teacher shall be a gentleman,” one manual advised. Lest anyone be unclear
about the intent of the male pronoun, some school districts made the regulation explicit:
““The male teacher in any school shall be the principal.”

When educators turned their attention to the pupils within the schools, the same images
recurred. Schoolrooms had far more girls than boys in them, but schoolbooks were
populated chiefly by males: “Reading maketh a full man,” read one common maxim. “Teach
youth, for men cannot be taught,” read another. Girls made their appearance chiefly in little
stories of fear and incompetence.

As high schools and preparatory schools, then normal schools and colleges began-to be
established, women’s special “fitness” for certain tasks was emphasized. High school, it was
said, would prepare men for the university; it would furnish them with training for
patriotism and noble manhood. High school would prepare women for the normal schools,
where they could learn to teach. If they were the daughters of the rich, they might go on to
fashionable boarding schools where “young ladies may come out thoroughly finished and
accomplished.”
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None of the discussions of women’s fitness for teaching or of their becoming ““finished and
accomplished” reflected connection with intellect or creativity; neither did they concern
leadership, for educators assumed that only the “sterner sex”” had the qualities necessary for
command.

The emphasis upon fitness grew louder and stronger in the last decades of the nineteenth
century. Doctors expressed concern over female health, and warned that women might
contract brain fever and go insane if they pursued the same education as men. Minnesota
educators took such warnings very seriously. One principal, for example, wrote of what he
called the “problems’” and “morbid conditions’” of the high schools: Why, he asked, “do so
many of the high schools have three times as many young ladies as gentlemen? Why do the
ladies often capture more than their share of scholastic honors?” These conditions were
puzzling and alarming, oo, if one believed that brain fever was likely to come on the heels
of female intellectual exertion.

One way of solving such problems was to make sure women received an education
appropriate to their sphere, the home and family. Therefore at the end of the nineteenth
century, domestic science courses for girls were introduced into the high schools. The
women who taught them were paid substantially less than the men who taught manual arts
courses for boys.

One of the reasons educators played so relentlessly on the theme of a “fit” education was
that more and more women were slipping outside of “woman’s sphere” and refusing to be
silent and invisible. In 1875 women won the right to vote and hold office in school elections
in Minnesota, and in the years that followed some were elected and re-elected to county
superintendencies and school boards. In early meetings of the Minnesota Education
Association women secured passage of an equal pay resolution, and in 1910 Minneapolis
women teachers formed their own organization to serve as a lobbying and pressure group.

Nevertheless most people still assumed that women educators were not really professionals.
They were either mothers-in-training—many were very young—or mother-substitutes—
single ladies who gratified their maternal impulses in the classroom.

State  The present state flag was adopted by the 1957 legislature. Pictured in the

Flag  center of the flag is the state seal. Three dates are woven into a flowered
wreath: 1858, the statehood year; 1819, the establishment of Fort Snelling;
and 1893, the year the original flag was adopted.

State  The Great Seal of the State of Minnesota is the insignia which the Secretary
Seal of State affixes to government papers and documents to make them
- official. It is, in effect, the signature of the state.

Minnesota actually has two seals. One, for the territory of Minnesota, was
adopted in 1849 and approved by Governor Alexander Ramsey and the
territorial legislature. ) ‘

When Minnesota became a state on May 11, 1858, there was no official
state seal and according to law no official act could be undertaken without
it. The territorial seal was used until a new design was adopted by Governor
Sibley. The legislature did not approve this design. Governor Sibley made
some changes in the proposed seal including changing the original Latin
motto to French: “L’Ftoile du Nord,” thereby making Minnesota the North
Star State. In 1861, after three years of use, the legislature adopted the
changed design making it the official state seal.



CHAPTER 1 NORTH STAR STATE

This inability to see women as policymakers or professionals was modified a little when
normal schools were established in Minnesota for training of teachers. Women did much of
the teaching in these schools and occupied many administrative posts, although seldom the
highest ones. Among the most distinguished teacher-administrators was lsabel Lawrence of
St. Cloud. A leader in the child-study movement of the late nineteenth century, she became
superintendent of the model school in 1878 and strongly influenced its development. Young
people, she believed, ought not to be sent to teach in public school classrooms until they
were well-experienced professionals. Just having the mother-spirit was not enough.

When the president of St. Cloud Normal School became ill and died, Isabel Lawrence
replaced him in office, but only until a permanent president, a man, could be selected.

Similar experiences, and women’s ways of dealing with them, were evident in higher
education in Minnesota. Most private colleges and the state university had been open to
women students from the start, and in most of them there were more women than men until
well into the twentieth century. Nevertheless, warnings about women'’s susceptibility to
brain fever and mental breakdown continued to be raised. Concern for sexual morality also
entered the picture when one talked of higher education. President Witliam W. Folwell of
the University of Minnesota believed there ought to be “’separate entrances and corridors
for ladies, a separate study room, adjacent to which should be their cloak rooms.”

By the 1890s, women were a familiar sight on most campuses. Some had become faculty
members. One of the most colorful .was Maria Sanford, a professor of rhetoric whose
lectures and magic lantern shows introduced a generation of Minnesotans to the joys of
classical art and learning. One of the most distinguished was Ada Comstock, who went from
teaching and administrative posts at the University of Minnesota to become dean of Smith
College and then president of Radcliffe College.

Early in the twentieth century Minnesota’s Catholic women acquired four campuses of their
own. In St. Paul the College of St. Catherine was founded in 1905 by the Sisters of St. Joseph.
Under the leadership of women like Sister Seraphina Ireland and Mother Antonia McHugh it
became the country’s first fully accredited Catholic women'’s college and the first to have a
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. It was followed in 1912 by St. Theresa at Winona and St.
Scholastica in Duluth, and the next year saw the academy of St. Benedict at St. Joseph
expanded into yet another women'’s college.

The outcome of most women’s education, however, remained what it had been in
Minnesota’s early decades. Women'’s college degrees were not passports into new careers.
In higher education as in the high schools before, woman’s sphere became part of the
curriculum. Home economics departments were introduced in many Minnesota colleges in
the first quarter of the twentieth century, and by the end of World War 1, cookery and child
care had elbowed aside the liberal arts.

With the coming of the depression of the 1930s, economic crisis was added as a reason for
limiting the progress of women. If they sought professional employment, they were often
told they were robbing men of jobs. Many school systems established regulations forbidding
married women to teach, and providing for immediate dismissal upon marriage.

Yet all the while, all over Minnesota in the one-room schools that still dotted the rural
landscape, in the city high schools and the state teachers colleges, women continued to
teach as salaries continued to decline. Only minor improvements in their opportunities and
status took place in the next three decades.

By the late 1960s, however, many people began to take a hard look at the issues that women
in education had been raising for a century, and began to develop new approaches to deal
with them. Women of the 1860s knew that they ought to be paid as much as men for doing
the same work; a hundred years later they secured the force of law behind that moral and
economic imperative—equal pay for equal work.



Public school at Tay/ors Falls, 1899 —Minnesota Historical Society photo

Women like lsabel Lawrence and Ada Comstock knew that women could organize and lead,
and that only discriminatory practices prevented them from doing so. In 1972, after pressure
from a variety of women’s groups, the Minnesota State Department of Education agreed in
principle, and issued some new guidelines: “Discrimination in hiring and promoting on the
basis of sex and marital status,” the department declared, “has been a damaging and
long-standing practice in Minnesota’s educational system. The State Board requests the
State Department to eliminate all sex-based requirements for employment or promotion.”
Many girls and their teachers always knew that the schoolbook world of adventurous boys
and stalwart fathers was only half a world. The work of groups like the Emma Willard Task
Force of Minneapolis-helped bring about an order by the State Department of Education
requesting local school boards to select books and teaching material which promote
elimination of sex bias. ’

Many women in Minnesota’s earliest colleges and universities knew that they were unlikely
to get brain fever, but very likely to be discriminated against as educated women. By the
early 1970s, such groups as the women’s caucuses of the teachers’ unions and Minnesota
Women in Higher Education had organized to enhance their sense of identity and purpose,
and to fight discrimination. :
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State  The Pink and White Lady Slipper (cypridpedium reginae) or Showy Lady
Flower Slipper was adopted as the state flower in 1902. Since-1925 this wildflower
has been protected by state law.

State  The Lake Superior Agate, a quartz mineral which is-basically red with white

Gemstone  bands, was named official gemstone in 1969. It is found primarily in the red

glacial drift areas of central and northeastern Minnesota.

Minnesota Women
...in Arts

For the Sioux and Chippewa who inhabited Minnesota for centuries'before the coming of
white women and men, the arts were an essential part of their material world-and their
spiritual beliefs and rituals. Tribally or group-oriented, the arts were used to reinforce group
solidarity and social values. For this reason, one rarely finds the names of individual artists
who contributed to Native American arts, although women as a group were; through the
arts, integral to the expression of Indian life and culture.

Most of the activities in Indian societies were differentiated by sex, and the arts were no
exception. Certain forms of artistic expression—what the white culture came to call
“crafts”"—were considered appropriate to women: quill work, beadwork, and basketry for
example. Women were also limited in the designs they used: if an Indian woman wished to
decorate her husband’s weapons or clothing, she was allowed to use only designs that
signified ownership, strength, courage, and similar attributes.

Music and dance were also differentiated by sex. Frances Densmore, an early ethnomusi-
cologist of the Chippewa, observed that music was essentially aman’s occupation. Although
women participated in some dances, they used a shuffling “woman'’s step,” according to
Densmore, and the most active dances were limited to the men.

Although women were sometimes admitted to the Ojibway Grand Medicine Society and
allowed to sing its ritual songs and draw the ritual pictographs, they did not often progress
beyond the lowest ranks of the society. According to one observer, women were barred
from the active roles of singing and telling traditional tales.

Although women were restricted in their roles in art and music, these roles were a source of
prestige and pride for them. The crafts they produced were an essential element of the
barter economy in traditional Indian cultures and an economic staple in the cash economy
that developed after the coming of the white man. Women who were especially skilled
were celebrated by their own tribes,.and their reputation became known in neighboring
tribes and among whites. When Nathan Sturgis sent moccasins-to his daughters back-east, in
1834, he declared, “There is but one woman in the country who can make or garnish them
equally neat.”

Gift-giving played an important role in Indian culture. Therefore objects that could be used
as gifts were an essential part of the Ojibway woman’s productions. Women also achieved
recognition for the dance costumes they embroidered and wove in quills or beads for their
husbands and themselves.

Contact with European culture, which began in the era of the fur trade, enhanced rather
than diminished many of the native arts, especially those created by women. Materials such
as glass beads, ribbon, and woven goods, became available, and a new demand for trading
goods developed. As Indian artist Carl Gawboy recently pointed out, “While the tribes
suffered economically under the influence of the fur trade, the arts underwent a kind of
renaissance.”’

The introduction of white culture into Minnesota.in the early nineteenth century brought a
new conception of the nature and purpose of art. This conception, essentially European in

11



CHAPTER 1 NORTH STAR STATE

origin, emphasized aesthetic enjoyment—not art as an organic part of all life or as
inseparable from spiritual and material purposes.

The old conception flourished alongside the new, even among white settlers in Minnesota.
Pioneer women, like Indian women, engaged in a variety of arts. Some were linked with
utility: quilting, for example, was both an art and a craft, practiced in part to please the artist
and her audience, and in part to provide protection from Minnesota winter nights. Some of
the arts pioneer women practiced were linked with the expression of spiritual beliefs and
needs. Church music and choir singing were supposed to be “‘beautiful,” but they were also
intended to heighten the spiritual awareness of performers and listeners.

The new definition of art, however, was connected with a totally different kind of
society—the society to which early settlers aspired. Art meant civilization, refinement, and
leisure, and, for middle-class Minnesotans especially, the state of the arts provided an index
to the degree of civilization a state, acommunity, or a family had attained. The arts became a
measure of progress, and women became their special custodians—the carriers of culture,
One of the first symbols of artistic culture and refinement in early Minnesota was the piano.
Pianos were brought overland to Minnesota at great expense and trouble in the nineteenth
century, but once here, they became centers of genteel social life. Women who brought
their pianos here were in great demand as teachers of aspiring young ladies and, sometimes,
their parents. One mother sent her daughter skipping across the Mississippi River ice floes to
her piano lesson on Nicollet Island. A Minnesota newspaper noted, in 1855, that parlor music
was, “a good calling for young ladies where they have no flax or wool to spin.”

Chippewa Indians building birchbark canoe —Minneseta Historical Society photo
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Quilting bee ~Minnesota Historical Society photo

Training young women in the arts was central to the mission of the first female academies,
which educated and “refined” the daughters of well-to-do pioneer families. These early
schools, established and run by women, Catholic nuns, offered instruction in music, poetry,
and dramatic reading, as well as in the “womanly arts,” such as ornamental needlework.

In the 1850s, the literary arts established a frail foothold in Minnesota, and two women of
note were professional writers: Julia Sargeant Wood wrote genteel women's fiction in her
Sauk Rapids Frontierman, while Jane Grey Swisshelm wrote political tracts in the St. Cloud
Visiter. In 1856, a new magazine, The Social Wreath, appeared, “published by the young
ladies of Minneapolis.”

By the 1860s, a few women had become art instructors in Minnesota. They rented studios on
the second stories of shops or gave lessons in their homes, exclusively to “young ladies,”
because drawing was seen as a “genteel accomplishment,” and therefore suitable for
women. Some art instructors did commercial art work as well, illustrating books, making
decorated cards and wax flowers.

Perhaps more important in terms of Minnesota’s artistic future was the development, as
early as the 1850s, of women’s role as patrons and publicists of the arts. In 1852, the women
of the Episcopal church in St. Paul raised money for a church organ, the first in the territory.
In the century and a quarter that have followed, individual women and women’s groups
have performed similar functions over and over again. In musical, theatrical, and artistic
organizations, Minnesota women have served as administrators, lobbyists, and fundraisers.
Early in the twentieth century, the Minnesota Federation of Women’s Clubs lobbied
successfully for the formation of a State Art Commission that would lend state support to
the arts. In the Twin Cities, the Schubert Club and Thursday Musical brought distinguished
talent to Minnesota and provided opportunities for local artists to perform. These clubs and
others like them, staffed almost exclusively by women, also provided scholarships for
promising young musicians to pursue further study. Nearly two-thirds of the charter
membership of the Minneapolis Society of Fine Arts consisted of women, and in the
society’s early exhibitions of local work, nearly all pieces were owned by women.

13
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Yet the many Minnesotans who carried out these supportive and promotional functions
were, for the most part, as anonymous as the Indian women who pursued their native crafts.
Only a few individuals have attained even local reputations as either patrons or practitioners
of the arts in Minnesota.

One who did was Verna Scott of the University of Minnesota. She established the University
Artists Course in 1919 and staged the first faculty art show on the campus. In 1930 she
became the manager of the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra and hired, as conductors, first
Eugene Ormandy and then Dimitri Mitropoulos. “I’'ll admit it is an unusual job for a
woman,” she confessed to an interviewer, “but | had the musical and business training, and |
cultivated tact. . . .”

A wider reputation was achieved by Wanda Gég, the artist and iflustrator born of Bohemian
parents in New Ulm, Minnesota. Her drawings and lithographs hang in museums in Europe
and America, and her children’s books have become classics. A more recent artist, Evelyn
Raymond, won national attention with her prize-winning sculpture of Maria Sanford, which
stands in Statuary Hall in the nation’s Capitol.

Several Minnesota authors have earned distinction for their fiction, both adult and juvenile.
Among them are Maud Hart Lovelace, Margaret Culkin Banning, Grace Flandrau, and Carol
Ryrie Brink.

At the turn of the twentieth century, the arts and crafts movement flourished throughout
the United States, and in Minnesota it found expression in the Handicraft Guild of
Minneapolis. Inspired by the English scholar and writer John Ruskin, who deplored the
cheap and shoddy nature of machine-made goods, the Handicraft Guild was made up
almost entirely of women. It conducted classes and lectures and provided studios for artists
who wished to bring the beauty of good design into the articles of daily existence. The arts
were reunited with craftsmanship and utility, as they had been in the pioneer homes and
Indian villages of early Minnesota.

This was by no means, however, a grass-roots movement drawing upon earlier traditions.
Not until recent years have Minnesotans in significant numbers taken a serious look at the
aesthetic qualities to be found in the art forms practiced by women of several cultures in the
state. Beadwork, quilting, pottery and needlepoint have begun to earn recognition as
serious art. At the same time, the distinctions between “man’s work” and “woman’s work”’
in the arts has begun to break down: no longer must women orchestral musicians play the
harp orviolin. No longer are women performers suspected of moral defects, and women like
Loyce Houlton and Nancy Hauser lead dance companies that are widely admired. Concep-
tions of art and beauty have expanded in company with increased recognition of the
multiplicity of contributions Minnesota women have made to the visual arts, literature,
music, dance, and theater.

Minnesota Women
...in Social Service and Reform

One of the few accepted roles for women outside the home in nineteenth-century society
was that of ministering to the poor, the sick, the aged, and the unfortunate. At first this was
carried on largely through churches in which women played industrious but always
subordinate parts. As time passed, social needs called for a broader approach, and various
social service agencies and institutions were founded, most of which were staffed and some
of which were managed by women. Constant contact with those who suffered from the
results of neglect and injustice led many of these women to turn from simply performing
charitable work to demanding that society be reformed along more fair and humanitarian
lines. This evolution can be followed in Minnesota from the.earliest missionary work among



the Sioux and Chippewa Indians through the founding of old people’s homes, orphanages,
and hospitals to the activities of twentieth-century social reformers working through
settlement houses.and various voluntary agencies and organizations to achieve changes in
the fabric of society.

Nineteenth-century missionaries worked within an ethnocentric, proselytizing framework,
and from today’s point of view they may appear to have done more harm than good by their
concerted attack upon Native American cultures and values. Nevertheless, the individual
women and men who engaged in this work were often motivated by the highest
humanitarian ideals. From the beginning women formed an important part of the missionary
movement. Numbers of them came to Minnesota as teachers and nurses, and some added to
those tasks the role of wife and housekeeper to male missionaries. Women frequently
proved more successful than men in establishing relationships across cultural barriers, and
those like Hester Crooks Boutwell and Catharine Bissell Ely, who themselves had a Native
American heritage, were especially influential among women of the bands they and their
husbands served.

With the coming of white settlement churches turned to the task of supplying help and
counsel to the indigent in frontier communities that were almost entirely lacking in
organized social services. Men gave financial support, but it was usually women who
provided the initiative and labor. In 1867 a group of St. Paul church women agreed to
establish a “home for the friendless,” and to serve that purpose they raised money and
purchased a house in 1869. For many years it continued as a refuge for the destitute (mostly
women and children), for the sick, and for the aged. Eventually, still under the management
of a largely female board, it evolved into an old people’s home, and it existed until recently

Gertrude Brown with children at Phyllis Wheatley House —~Minnesota Historical Society photo
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most, the Protestant Home is only typical of many such enterprises, founded and largely
managed by women and supported through subscriptions, fund drives, bazaars, ice cream
socials, and countless hours of volunteer work. They supplemented and provided a
measuring stick for the public institutions established and maintained by taxpayers.

A number of these charitable efforts were started by various orders of nuns, and the latter
are also associated with many of the state’s earliest and most outstanding hospitals. Among
these are St. Joseph’s Hospital in St. Paul, founded in 1854, and St. Mary’s in Rochester,
whose guiding spirit, Mother Alfred Moes of the Sisters of St. Francis, worked side by side
with the Mayo brothers in making Rochester a world renowned medical center.

A more specialized hospital, and one which took a step in the direction of social reform as
well as service, was opened in Minneapolis in 1887. Maternity Hospital was founded by Dr.
Martha G. Ripley to meet the need for lying-in facilities for the city’s unwed mothers. No
Minneapolis hospital would then admit them, operating on the philosophy that such young
women deserved punishment rather than help. Maternity Hospital also undertook to serve
married women who could not afford to go elsewhere and to care for destitute or unwanted
children born in the institution. The hospital’s only nonamendable article of incorporation
provided that the medical department was to be under the care and control of female
physicians. Until its closing in 1956 Maternity Hospital maintained an outstanding record of
maternal health and also led the way among Minnesota institutions in combining
enlightened social service with medical care.

With growing urbanization the need for social services expanded and changed. Early in the
twentieth century the settlement house movement took root in Minnesota, and at the same
time came efforts to revise laws in order to protect the helpless and disadvantaged from the
crushing forces of an increasingly impersonal and complex society. Women found that these
movements were a natural extension of the charitable work they had been engaged in for
generations, and their long experience sometimes resuited in positions of leadership.

In 1916 when Governor J. A. A. Burnquist appointed a Child Welfare Commission of 12
members to study, revise, and codify the state’s hodgepodge of laws concerning juveniles,
he included three women, Among them was Catheryne Cocke Gilman, whose background
of social settlement work in Chicago, New York, and northeast Minneapolis qualified her to
play a substantial part in the work of the commission. She was also the leading spirit in the
Women’s Cooperative Alliance, an organization dedicated to encouraging a wholesome
moral climate in Minneapolis and especially to protecting young women and children from
the evils of an urban environment and the prejudices of a male-dominated legal system. At
the height of its influence in the early 1920s, the Alliance employed a staff of two dozen
workers and had a network of neighborhood committees that covered the entire city. It
introduced a “Big Sister”” program, held parent-education classes, and pushed for a stronger
women’s division in the police department along with reform of the laws governing
prostitution and rape.

Women have also played key roles in developing the neighborhood centers that helped give
a sense of unity and common purpose to the growing minority communities within the Twin
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Cities. The names of Gertrude Brown, first director of the Phyllis Wheatley House in
Minneapolis, and of I. Myrtte Carden, who devoted twenty years between 1929 and 1949 to
St. Paul’s Hallie Q. Brown House, are significant in the story of how Minnesota’s Black
citizens made the transition from a small, conservative, and highly segregated group to an
important and vocal element within the state’s urban population. More recently the
growing pride and self-awareness of the Twin Cities’ Mexican-American community has
been stimulated by the educational and cultural program of the Guadalupe Area Project on
St. Paul’s West Side, under the direction of Sister M. Giovanni of the School Sisters of Notre
Dame.

Minnesota Women
... in Politics and Government

In Minnesota, as elsewhere, the deep interest of women in social reform led them into
political activity long before they were permitted to vote or hold office. It was abhorrence of
human slavery that caused Jane Grey Swisshelm, a newspaper editor from St. Cloud, to
attack in print the Democratic bosses of Minnesota Territory in the 1850s. Their supporters
mobbed her newspaper office, threw her press into the Mississippi, threatened her with
personal violence, and burned a straw effigy of her labeled “The Mother of the Republican
Party.” Nevertheless, she continued to lecture throughout Minnesota and to publish
blistering diatribes against slavery and the politicians who supported it.

Swisshelm was only one of many women whose concern for the injustices suffered by Black
people led them to challenge also a society which denied women equal rights with men.
She talked to frontier audiences on the need for women to be active in politics and in 1862
lectured before the Minnesota Senate on the legal disabilities of women.

Time passed and issues changed, but when waves of farm protest and populism washed
across Minnesota in the 1880s and 1890s, the state produced another woman who, like
Swisshelm, ignored the limitations of disenfranchisement and preached the cause of social
justice in the political arena. As State Lecturer of the Farmers Alliance and one of the
founders of the Minnesota State Federation of Labor, Eva McDonald Valesh, a young
journalist and union organizer from Minneapolis, wrote and spoke throughout Minnesota
about the common interests of the farmer and the laborer. She demanded to know why
farmers-“are the hardest working and poorest paid class in the country . . . why the railroad
corporations, real estate speculators, stock gamblers and professional politicians grow
enormously wealthy without doing any work at all . . . why farmers’” wives are so often
broken down and fill the insane asylums and hospitals.” And when in 1891 she hecame a
national lecturer for the People’s party, she defended the right of a woman to speak on the
political platiorm ““as long as there are homeless, voiceless women, helpless to cope with
the hard conditions of life.”

Meanwhile the movement for women'’s suffrage was slowly gathering strength in Minne-
sota. Its leaders tended to be Anglo-Americans, prosperous and well educated, often
professional women or the wives and daughters of prominent men. Among them, over the
years, were names like Sarah B. Stearns, Mary J. Colburn, Harriet Bishop, Charlotte O. Van
Cleve, Charlotte S. Winchell, Dr. Martha G. Ripley, Maud C. Stockwell, and Clara H. Ueland, -
as well as many others.

In 1875 Minnesota’s male voters approved an amendment which gave their sisters the right
to vote and run for office in school elections. Many, however, may not have realized what
they were doing. Skillful lobbying by leaders of the women'’s rights movement succeeded in
getting the measure identified on the ballots only as “Amendment to Article 7, with an
automatic “yes” unless the voter scratched it out and wrote “'no.” Even so, the amendment
passed by only 4,000 votes, with nearly 20,000 men taking the trouble to vote against it. A
gradual shift of opinion had become apparent by 1898, however, when a similar amendment
applying to libraries passed easily and almost without opposition.



In the years after 1900 the cause of women'’s suffrage became linked with the sweeping tide
in American life known as progressivism and was identified in the public mind with
measures like prohibition, civic reform, and protective laws for workers, especially working
women and children. Suffragists eagerly accepted this association and appealed to the
nation to “give the vote to mothers” in order that their supposed idealism and instinct for
housecleaning might be extended to the whole community. In 1914 Clara Ueland, then
president of the Minnesota Equal Suffrage Association, wrote: “Mothers, from the
beginning, have been the dynamic force that makes for better homes and thus for a higher
civilization. . . . This intensive concern for home should be expressed in government.” But
Minnesota legislators did not see it that way. In 1911 they had defeated a suffrage
amendment introduced by State Senator Ole Sageng, and it was not until March, 1919, that
they yielded to the nationwide trend and gave women the right to vote in presidential
elections. In September of the same year Minnesota became the fifteenth state to ratify the
Nineteenth Amendment.

Among the dedicated younger suffragists who celebrated that day was Anna Dickie Olesen
of Cloquet, and with the final adoption of the amendment, she, like others, accepted along
with full citizenship the responsibility for political activism. She was Minnesota’s first
national Democratic committeewoman, and in 1922 she became the first female candidate
for the United States Senate ever to be endorsed by a major party. Running far ahead of the
trailing Democratic ticket, she conducted a campaign which, although unsuccessful,
aroused respect throughout the state.

The same election year sent four women to the Minnesota legislature: Myrtle A. Cain, Sue
M. Dickey Hough, and Mabeth Hurd Paige, all of Minneapolis, and Hannah |. Kempfer from
Erhard in Otter Tail County. Representatives Cain and Hough served one term, but Paige
went on to serve through 1943 (11 terms) and Kempfer through 1941, losing one election,
that of 1930, during those years. Sally Luther of Minneapolis, who served from 1951 to 1961;
Helen E. McMillan of Austin, 1963-1973; and Rosanna C. Payne of Deer River and Ball Club,
1927-1931, are the only other female representatives to have held office more than two
terms. Laura E. Naplin was the first woman senator, elected to two four-year terms in 1926
and 1930.

Ramsey County League of Women Voters in Washlng[on D. C, with peace pet/tlon 7923

—\\mnuota Histo







A total of 27 women have served in the Minnesota House and Senate since 1923, making only
2 per cent of the legislature’s membership during those years. The number serving at any one
time has varied from none in 1945, 1947, and 1949 to eight in 1975. They have generally been
identified with legislation concerning health, welfare, .and education. Paige worked
vigorously for the establishment of mental-hospitals, and - Kempfer played an active role in
the area of fish and game conservation, protection, and management. Several worked for
fair employment practices legislation, and Representative Luther spoke out for the
appointment of a woman to the University of Minnesota board of regents, leading to the
naming of Marjorie ]. Howard to the post in 1953. But because of their small numbers and
generally-short time in office, women as a group have not-had substantial impact on the
legislature until recently.

Despite the trail blazed with such spirit by Anna Dickie-Olesen, no Minnesota woman has
yet been elected to the United States Senate, and it was not until 1954, more than thirty years
after women'’s suffrage was achieved, that the state sent a female representative to congress.
In that year the Ninth Congressional District.elected Coya G. Knutson, a Red River Valley
schoolteacher and veteran of four -years in the legislature. She served two terms in
Washington and was the first woman appointed to the House Agriculture Committee. Until
1974 the only woman to hold one of the major state executive offices was Virginia Holm,
who followed her husband Mike Holm.as Secretary of State in 1952 and served one term. No
woman.has yet-been seated on the Minnesota Supreme Court, although the-position of
Clerk was held by Grace Kaercher Davis for 29 years and.by Mae Sherman for 13. Nor has a
‘woman yet served as mayor of any of the state’s major cities.

Minnesota women’s efforts to. achieve election to public office have been accompanied by
increase in the extent of influence they have wielded within party organizations. Although
the majority of them have been limited to the volunteer labor-force—the brigade of
envelope-stuffers, telephone-callers, and coffee-brewers—a few.have played important
policy-making roles. Susie W. Stageberg of Red Wing was Farmer Labor party candidate for
secretary of state in 1922, 1924, and 1928 and ran for congress in T932. Marian W. Le Sueur
served on the executive board of the Farmer Labor party in the late 1930s, edited the party
organ, the Minnesota Leader, and was chairwoman of the Democratic¢ Farmer Labor party
from-1944 to 1948. Independent Republican Jean Wittich of Minneapolis organized the All
Party Volunteer Committee which helped secure the election.of Floyd B. Olson as governor
in 1930, and she served in several appointive positions within his administration. Among a
later generation of Republicans, Elizabeth E. Heffelfinger in the 1950s and Rhoda Lund in the
1960s achieved genuine influence and nationwide recognition as national committeewom-
en from Minnesota. Democrat Eugenie M. Anderson of Red Wing played an important
role in the turbulent affairs of the DFL party during the late 1940s and ran against Eugene ).
McCarthy in the primary election for United States Senator in 1958.

Women have -exerted influence through various nonpartisan political action groups. The
-League of Women Voters of Minnesota was founded in 1919 to promote active and
informed participation of citizens in government. Women members have been active in
research on public policy issues and public information projects, and their lobby efforts have

State  The Red (pinus resinosa) or Norway Pine became the official state tree in
Tree. 1953
It is a tall stately tree which reaches-a height of 60 to 100 feet. The trunk is
straight and-uniform-and may grow to three to five feet in diameter. It is
.usually bare of branches for two-thirds-of the way up the trunk, with the
‘top or crown rounded.
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State  The Loon (gavia immer) became Minnesota’s state bird in 1961. It is also

Bird  known as the Common Loon and the Great Northern Diver. The Loon is a
large bird, with wing spans up to five feet and body lengths up to three
feet. Its beautiful call is easily distinguished over Minnesota lakes.

State  The Walleye (stizostedion v. vitreum) is found throughout Minnésota in

Fish lakes and rivers but is most at home in the large, clear, cool lakes of
Minnesota’s northern forests. It attains a weight of 18 pounds, has flesh of
the highest quality and is any angler’s prize. About half of Minnesota’s
fishing water is managed primarily for walleye fishing.

swayed the course of state and local decision-making by elected and appointed public
officials. Minnesota has supplied national leadership in groups devoted to international
understanding through women like Fanny F. Brin, who was an official United States
observer at the U.N. charter conference in 1945. Eugenie Anderson became the first
American woman appointed to ambassadorial rank, serving as ambassador to Denmark from
1949t0 1953, as minister to Bulgaria from 1962 to 1964, and as United States representative on
the U.N. Trusteeship Council from 1965 to 1967.

A new era began with the resurgent women’s movement of the early 1970s. The National
Women’s Political Caucus was formed in July, 1971, and a month later a Minnesota chapter
was organized. Drawing multipartisan support and committed to no political party, the new
group was dedicated to advancing women as candidates for political office and supporting
measures in which women have a particular stake.

In 1972 six women were elected to the state House of Representatives. Most of them had
been active in feminist organizations and all six voted for the passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment, which was ratified by the Minnesota legislature in 1973. This was in significant
contrast to the record of fifty years earlier. In 1923 three of the four women in the legislature
had opposed the same amendment.

Experience during the campaign for passage of the ERA led many politically active women to
feel that working within political parties would be more effective than through nonpartisan
groups identified with issues. In April, 1973, a feminist caucus was organized within the
Democratic-Farmer-Labor party and two months later Republican women formed a similar
group. Meanwhile, the Minnesota Women’s Political Caucus has continued to be active,
creating local chapters in several counties and working for political effectiveness despite the
wide spectrum of opinion among Minnesota women concerning feminist issues and party
loyalties. In 1974 State Representative Joan Anderson Growe was nominated for secretary of
state by the Democratic-Farmer-Labor party and elected in the general election. The year
1974 marked the return to nomination and election of state legislators with party designa-
tion; seven women were elected. Second woman to serve in the state senate since
statehood, Nancy Brataas (Republican, District 33) was elected in a special election,
February, 1975. ’

Much more far-reaching, however, than offices, laws, and election statistics has been the
swift change within the past decade in how women look upon themselves and upon their
history. Still within the memory of living persons is the time when the very appearance of a
woman or 2 woman'’s name in a public context was considered inappropriate and faintly
shocking; when woman and her entire sphere of life were defined as private, and therefore
not the stuff of history. The emerging study of sociology and social history has changed that
to a degree, yet the full story of women in Minnesota (and elsewhere) has still to be studied
and told. The bits and pieces of it which appear in the historical record are too often
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centered around those few intrepid and gifted individuals who refused to be defined out of
the world of public affairs and therefore out of history.

The real story of women is far more than the chronicle of a few eminent persons. It is the
record of how this second half of the human race lived, worked, thought; how they reacted
to the tides and currents of their times; and how their thousands of unnoticed and
unrecorded decisions affected the direction of events. As this brief and superficial review
suggests, they have played an enormous but mostly unrecognized role in the development
of Minnesota from its earliest beginnings. Present residents of the North Star State have only
begun to sense the depth, variety, and fascination of the story.

A MINNESOTA CHRONICLE

Minnesotans on the eve of the American Revolution Bicentennial look back upon those
same two hundred years—and more—in the history of their state.

Since what is past is prologue to the future, the following chronology is offered as an
introduction to Minnesota’s role in the nation’s third century:

Exploration and Territory
1654 - 1857
Early Statehood
1858 - 1898
Growth and Development
1899 - 1950
Into the Future
1951 - 1975

Exploration and Territory
1654 - 1857
The- earliest-probable explorers to reach Minnesota were French traders Radisson and
Groseilliers in1654. In 1679 Daniel Greysolon DuLhut {Duluth) held a council with the Sioux
(Dakota) near Mille Lacs Lake. He met Father Louis Hennepin at the Mississippi after

-traveling down the St. Croix River the following year. That same year, 1680, Father Hennepin,

after being held captive in a village of the Mille Lacs Sioux, discovered the Falls of St.
Antheny. On May 8, 1689, Nicholas Perrot, at Fort St. Antoine, on the Wisconsin shore of

‘ake Pepin, laid formal claim to the surrounding county for France. He also built a fort on the

Minnesota shore of this lake, near its outlet. Between 1689 and 1736, the French continued
to develop forts and settlements in Minnesota such as Isle Pelee in 1695, Fort L'Huillier in
1700, Fort Beauharnois near Frontenac in 1727 and Forts St. Pierre and St. Charles in extreme
northern Minnesota established-in.1731.

In 1745 the Chippewa won the most decisive battle in the war with the Sioux at the great
Sioux village of Kathio on the western shore of Mille Lacs. The Sioux were eventually driven
onto the western plains by the Chippewa.

The Versailles Treaty of 1763, following the French-Indian War, ceded the French territory
east of the Mississippi River to England. France had ceded its area west of the Mississippi to
Spain in 1762.

Following the Revolutionary War, the North West Company hecame important in the fur
trade and Grand Portage hecame its headquarters in 1784. By 1797 the Minnesota area of the
Northwest Territory had been mapped by North West trader David Thompson.

In 1803 President Thomas Jefferson purchased that part of Minnesota lying west of the
Mississippi River, from Napoleon Bonaparte in the Louisiana Purchase.
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During the War of 1812, the Sioux, Chippewa and Winnebago joined the English. Following
the War of 1812, the United States established Fort St. Anthony (renamed Fort Snelling in
1825} in 1819 to protect the confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers. The first
steamboat arrived at Fort Snelling on May 10, 1823. In the same year American explorer
Stephen H. Long visited the Minnesota River, the Red River, and the Northern frontier. In
1832 Henry R. Schoolcraft discovered the source of the Mississippi river and named it Lake
Itasca. In 1836 after Michigan became a state, Minnesota-became part of the territory of
Wisconsin. This same year, Joseph N. Nicollet began his explorations into Minnesota.

In 1837, Governor Dodge of Wisconsin signed a treaty at Fort Snelling with the Chippewa, by
which they ceded all their pine lands on the St. Croix and its tributaries. A treaty was also
sivned at Washington, D.C. with representatives of the Sioux for their lands east of the
Mississippi. These treaties led the way to the first settlements within the area of Minnesota.
The following year, Franklin Steele established a claim at the Falls of St. Anthony
(Minneapolis) and Pierre Parrant built a shanty and settled on the present site of the city of
St. Paul, then called ““Pig’s Eye™.

The “Chapel of St. Paul” was built and consecrated in 1841, giving the name to the future
capitol of the state.

On August 26, 1848, after the admission of Wisconsin to the Union, the “Stillwater
Convention” adopted measures calling for a separate territorial organization, and asked that
the new territory be named Minnesota. Two months later, on October 30, Henry Hastings
Sibley was elected delegate to Congress.

In 1849 Minnesota was organized as a territory and the first territorial legislature assembled
on September 3. :

By 1850 commercial steamboating was inaugurated on the Minnesota River. The first U.S.
census was taken in the Minnesota territory and recorded a population of 6,077 in 1850. In
1851 St. Paul, St. Anthony, and Stillwater were selected for the locations of capitol,
university, and penitentiary.

During the 1850’s a number of organizations were established to encourage the importation
of blooded stock and the introduction of choice seeds, grain and fruit trees to the territory.

In 1853 W. A. Gorman was appointed governor and the first capitol was constructed. In 1854
commercial flour milling began in Minneapolis. Large scale immigration began in the mid
1850's and a real estate boom resulted. The first bridge to span the main channel of the
Mississippi River anywhere along its length was opened in Minneapolis in 1855.

1857 saw the beginning of moves to establish the state government in Minnesota. The
Minnesota Enabling Act was passed by Congress on February 26. Governor Samuel Medary,
who had been appointed by President James Buchanan, arrived on April 22. The legislature
passed a bill to move the state capitol to St. Peter, but since the bill was stolen before it was
filed with the territorial secretary of state, the move to St. Peter never came about. On July 13
the Constitutional Convention assembled. There had been such a rift between Democrats
and Republicans that two constitutions were adopted. The Constitution was adopted and
the state officers elected on October 3, 1857. Minnesota had a population of 150,037 at this
time. On May 11, 1858, Minnesota entered the Union as the 32nd state. At the time of its
entry, Minnesota was the third largest state in the Union—only Texas and California were
larger.

Early Statehood
1858-1898
At the beginning of the Civil War, Governor Alexander Ramsey wired Lt. Gov. Ignatius
Donnelly to begin to organize volunteers from the state to fight in the war. On April 14,
1861, Ramsey offered President Lincoln 1,000 men giving Minnesota the distinction of being



the first state to offer troops to the Union cause. The first Minnesota regiment left Fort
Snelling on June 22, 1861. ' ‘
On July 2, 1862, the first railroad was opened in Minnesota between Minneapolis and St.
Paul. During the Sioux uprising of the late summer of 1862, a number of settlements were
attacked. A military commission tried 392 Indians for murder, rape, and other charges, and
303 of them were condemned. On December 26, 1862, 38 Indians were hanged at Mankato.

At the battle of Gettysburg on July 2, 1862, the First Minnesota Regiment made its famous
charge and within 15 minutes 215 of the 262 men were killed or wounded. On July 3, Chief
Little Crow, Sioux leader of the Sioux Uprising, was killed near Hutchinson. At the close of
the Civil and Indian Wars, the Minnesota troops totaled 21,982.

The University of Minnesota was opened in 1866 with William W. Folwell as its first
president.

The development by Edmund N. LaCroix of the middlings purifier for flour helped expand
the development of Minnesota, the Dakotas and western Canada. -

The Legislative Amendment providing for biennial sessions was passed in 1877.

On March 11,1881, the first state capitol burned. A second state capitol was'built on the same
spot. The legislature moved into the second capitol in January, 1883.

The first iron ore was shipped from Minnesota in 1884. The first mine was the Soudan mine
on the Vermillion Range. fron was first discovered on the Mesabi Range 6 years later in 1890
and that range shipped its first iron in 1892.

In 1893 the legislature appointed a Capitol Commission to select a site for and erect a new
state capitol building.

Killer forest fires started on September 1, 1894, destroying over 400 sg. miles of area near
Hinckley and Sandstone.

Three-fourths of the Red Lake Indian Reservation was opened for settlement in 1896.
The cornerstone on the new state capitol was laid on July 27, 1898. Minnesota was the first

state to respond to the President’s call for volunteers in the Spanish-American War.
Minnesota supplied four regiments for service.

Growth and Development
1899 - 1950

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries the tide of immigration into the state swelled.
The most notable origin of this movement was Germany, Sweden, Norway and Denmark.
The other migrations from Southern and Eastern Europe contributed to a lesser degree to the
state’s population increase.

In 1909 President Theodore Roosevelt issued a proclamation establishing Superior National
Forest. In 1911 the legislature ratified the proposed amendment to the U.S. Constitution
allowing for the direct election of U.S. Senators.

Minnesota became the first state in 1913 to adopt a non-partisan system of electing its
legislators.

During World War |, Minnesota contributed 123,325 troops. On October.12-13, 1918, forest
fires spread over large parts of Carlton and southern St. Louis counties taking 432 lives.

In 1925 a general reorganization of the state government occurred.

In 1930 Minnesotan Frank B. Kellogg, U.S. Secretary of State, was awarded the 1929 Nobel
Peace Prize for his work on the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact signed in Paris in 1928. The
purpose of the Pact was to outlaw war.

Floyd B. Olson was elected as the first Farmer-Labor governor of Minnesota in 1930. State
population at this time was 2,563,953.
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In 1931 Sinclair Lewis of Sauk Centre was awarded the Nobe! Prize for Literature.

In the election of 1932 all 9 of Minnesota’s representatives were elected at large. In 1933 the
legislature passed a Reapportionment Act, dividing the state into 9 congressional districts.

As the depression worsened in 1933-34, federal and state projects were provided to assist the
large numbers of unemployed. The Old Age Assistance Act became effective March 1, 1936.

In 1937, The Pipestone National Monument was established to protect the Indians’ sacred
quarry near Pipestone.

In 1941, with the outbreak of World War |l, the Minnesota National Guard and the Naval
Reserve were ordered to duty with the armed forces. The great wartime demand for military
equipment led to the Minnesota iron ore mines’ production for 1943, of 83,960,822 tons of
ore, the largest single year’s tonnage in their history.

As a result of a special session of the legislature in 1944, persons in the armed forces were

permitted to vote. Also in 1944 the Democratic and Farmer-Labor parties merged to form the
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party.

The 1946 value of crops in Minnesota was at a high of $683,000,000.

In 1947 the Youth Conservation Act was passed providing for methods of treatment, training
and education of young persons with a view toward the prevention of crime and
delinquency. _

In 1948, for the first time, the value of manufactured products exceeded cash farm receipts in
the state.

The 1950 population of Minnesota was'2,982,483.

Into the Future
1951 - 1975

In 1951, Minnesota produced 82% of the nation’s total iron ore output. That year Minnesota
produced a new record—=89,564,932 tons of iron ore.
The DFL won 7 of 8 statewide races in the 1954 general election to mark its first major
victory.
In 1956 the E. W. Davis Works of the Reserve Mining Company at Silver Bay was dedicated,
inaugurating large-scale production of taconite in Minnesota.
Ayearlong centennial celebration was held in 1958 marking the first 100 years of Minnesota
statehood. Grand Portage National Monument was established to protect one of the
nation’s foremost inland centers of 18th and 19th century fur trading.
Oceanic trade began with the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959. This significant
event made Duluth accessible to ocean vessels from anywhere in the world.

In the state’s closest race for governor, after more than four months of recounts, Karl F.
Rolvaag was sworn in as governor on March 25, 1963. He was declared the wipner by 91
votes.

Hubert H. Humphrey became the first Minnesotan to obtain national elective office when
he was sworn in as President Lyndon B. Johnson’s vice president on January 20, 1965.

The spring of 1965 saw the worst flooding in the state’s history.

In 1967 the legislature created the nation’s first Human Rights Department. The Metropoli-
tan Council was also established in 1967.

Vice-President Hubert H. Humphrey, in 1968, became the first Minnesotan nominated by a
major party for President of the United States.

President Nixon, in 1969, named Warren Burger of St. Pdul as Chief Justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court. Harry Blackmun of Rochester was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1970.



That year, the 150th anniversary of Fort Snelling was marked. A Constitutional Amendment
lowering the voting age to 19 years was approved by Minnesota voters in November. Also in
1970, the U.S. Congress authorized Voyageurs National Park. The population of Minnesota
was 3,805,069,

The Minnesota legislature became the first in the nation to ratify an amendment to the U.S.
Constitution lowering the voting age to 18 years. The longest ““extra session” in the history of
the Minnesota Legislature adjourned October 30, 1971.

In 1972, the DFL, which already was in control of the Governor’s office, gained control of
both the Senate and the House.

The 1973 legislature repealed a 60 year old law providing for the nonpartisan election of
legislators and restored party designation. The legislature also provided for statewide voter
registration.

In the 1974 statewide general election the DFL strengthened its leadership in the legislature
and also gained control of all statewide offices.

The state noted in 1974 the death of Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr., a native of Little Falls, who was
world renowned for being the first person to fly across the Atlantic Ocean alone.

The worst blizzard of the century swept through Minnesota on January 11, 1975, with the
lowest barometric pressure reading ever recorded; spring and early summer flooding,
especially in the Red River Valley, caused millions of dollars’ in crop damage. In early July the
7th known earthquake in state history was recorded in a large area of west-central
Minnesota.

—Minn

sota Historical Society photo from a painting of Fort Snelling in 1844 by |. C. Wild
o o ;
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MINNESOTA IN PROFILE

Name—Derived from the Dakota Indian word “Minisota” meaning sky tinted waters.

Organized as Territory—March 3, 1849.

Entered Union—May 11, 1858 (32nd State).

Motto—L'Etoile du Nord (The North Star).

Song—""Hail! Minnesota.”

Area—84,068 square miles (12th largest state).

Land Area—79,289 square miles.

Inland Waters—4,779 square miles.

Width—385 miles.

Length—405 miles, extending from 43°30’ to 49°23'4".

Population (1970 census)—3,805,069 (19th largest state).

Density per Square Mile—49.0

Largest Cities—Minneapolis 434,400; St. Paul 309,828; Duluth 100,578; Bloomington 81,970;
and Rochester 53,983,

Percent Urban Population—66.4.

Percent Rural Population—33.6.

Average Mean Altitude—1,200 feet.

Highest Point—Eagle Mountain, {(Cook County) 2,301 feet.

Lowest Point—Surface of Lake Superior, 602 feet.

Three Major River Systems—Mississippi, Minnesota and the Red River of the North. Water
flows from Minnesota in three directions—Hudson Bay, Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of
Mexico. No water flows into the state.

Number of Lakes—15,291 larger than 10 acres.

Largest Lake—Red Lake (451 square miles).

*Average Last Spring Freeze—April 30.

*Average First Fall Freeze—October 13.

*Annual Precipitation—25.94 inches.

*Annual Snowfall—45.1 inches.

*January Mean Temperature—12.4° F.

*July Mean Temperature—72.3° F.

*Average Mean Temperature—43.7° F.

*Indicates figures taken as statistical climatic data for Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport.
Sources: Minnesota Pocket Data Book (Minnesota State Planning Agency, 1973); U.S. Fact Book (Grosset & Duniap, 1975)

Legal Holidays - January 17*—New Year’s Day
February 3rd Monday—Washington’s and Lincoln’s Birthday
May, Last Monday—Memorial Day
July 4*—independence Day -
September, 1st Monday—Labor Day
October, 2nd Monday—Christopher Columbus Day
November 11*—Veterans Day
November, 4th Thursday—Thanksgiving Day
December 25*%—Christmas Day
Special Days - April, last Friday—Arbor Day
(public (up to one-half school day may be spent in observance, Minnesota Statutes 126.11)
schools) - February 15—Susan B. Anthony Day
May 11—Minnesota Day
September 28—Frances Willard Day
October 9—Leif Erikson Day

{one-half hour, school day, may be spent in “instruction and appropriate exercise relative to and in
commemoration of the life and history of the respective persons and principles and ideals they
fostered.” Minnesota Statutes 126.09)



FUNDAMENTAL CHARTERS AND LAWS

Introduction: This section of the Legislative Manual includes six fundamental charters and
laws which affect the state of Minnesota. Maps illustrating the several boundaries and
hegemony of four soverign nations over the land area now known as Minnesota are
reprinted from Minnesota Under Four Flags by Mary W. Berthel, published by the Minnesota
Historical Society.

Minnesota Under Four Nations

The land area of Minnesota has at various times been under the governments of four
nations—France, Spain, England and the United States. The early territorial claims of France,
Spain and England were vague and overlapping. Formal government was nonexistent.

Formal dominion over this area was probably first expressed by the French when in 1671 the

Sieur de Lusson, in a picturesque ceremony held at the Sault de Ste. Marie, claimed for
France the vast northwest area of North America.
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However, British dominion over northeastern Minnesota appears to have provided the first
written constitution nominally in effect in the land area of Minnesota. This occurred when
Minnesota was made a part of the Province of Quebec under the Quebec Act of 1774. But
England’s claim to this area was not exclusive inasmuch as Virginia maintained a claim to the
same area under its colonial charter of 1609.

Of Minnesota’s land area the portion east of the Mississippi River was the first to come
under the jurisdiction of the United States. This was established by the treaty of peace
between England and the United States in 1783. Four years later, under the Ordinance of
1787, the first genuine government was extended to this area, and the Minnesota country
began its march to statehood.

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787

One of the great charters in Minnesota history is the Northwest Ordinance passed by the
Congress of the Confederation on July 13, 1787. The Ordinance of 1787 was made possible
when several states, including Massachusetts, New York, Virginia and Connecticut released
their claims to the land area west of the Appalachian Mountains extending to the Mississippi
River. This area became known as the Northwest Territory.

The Ordinance of 1787 followed the fundamentals of Thomas Jefferson’s Ordinance of 1784
and established a government over the Northwest Territory and gave impetus to the
westward expansion of this nation. It was an outstanding governmental document. It gave
first national recognition to the Bill of Rights, abolished primogeniture, provided for the
encouragement of education, prohibited slavery, and established the great new principle
that new states should be admitted to the federal government on equal footing with the
original states.

The full effect of the Northwest Ordinance upon Minnesota law has yet to be determined.

For example, the question of whether common law in Minnesota dates from the Revolution
or from the Ordinance of 1787 has been left open by decisions of the Minnesota courts.

The Ordinance provided for the formation out of the Northwest Territory of not less than
three nor more than five states. These states were to be admitted to the federal government
on an equal footing with the original states.




By May of 1848 five states had been formed out of the Northwest Territory—Ohio, Indiana,

lllinois, Michigan and Wisconsin.

The State of Wisconsin was organized out of the Territory of Wisconsin, the last remnant of
the Northwest Territory. Although in 1848 the Territory of Wisconsin extended to the
Mississippi River, the State of Wisconsin voluntarily limited its western boundary to the St.
Croix River. This boundary limitation by the State of Wisconsin left the land area between
the St. Croix and the Mississippi available for eventual inclusion in the State of Minnesota.

Thus it is that the State of Minnesota can trace much of its fundamental governmental
principles, and a substantial portion of its territory, back to the Northwest Ordinance of

1787.

NORTHWEST ORDINANCE 1787
Act of Congress, July 13, 1787

An Ordinance for the government of the territory of the
United States northwest of the river Ohio.

1. Be it ordained by the United States, in Congress
assembled, That the said territory, for the purpose of
temporary government, be one district, subject, however,
to be divided into two districts, as future circumstances
may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient.

2. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the
estates both of resident and non-resident proprietors in
the said territory, dying intestate, shall descend to, and be
distributed among, their children and the descendants of
a deceased child in equal parts, the descendants of a
deceased child or grandchild to take the share of their
deceased parent in equal parts among them; and where
there shall be no children or descendants, then in equal
parts to the next of kin, in equal degree; and among
collaterals, the children of a deceased brother or sister of
theintestateshalihave,inequalpartsamongthem, their
deceased parent’s share; and there shall, in no case,be a
distinction between kindred of the whole and half blood:
saving in all cases to the widow of the intestate her third
part of the real estate for life, and one-third part of the
personal estate; and this law, relative to descents and
dower, shall remain in full force until altered by the
Legislature of the district. And until the Governor and
judges shall adopt laws, as hereinafter mentioned, es-
tates in the said territory may be devised or bequeathed
by wills in writing, signed and seated by him or her in
whom the estate may be, (being of full age), and attested
by three witnesses; and real estates may be conveyed by
lease and release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed
and delivered by the person, being of full age, in whom
the estate may be, and attested by two witnesses, pro-
vided such wills be duly proved, and such conveyances
be acknowledged, or the execution thereof duly proved,
and be recorded within one year after proper magistrates,
courts, and registers, shall be appointed for that purpose;
and personal property may be transferred by delivery,
saving, however, to the French and Canadian inhabi-
tants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Vin-
cents, and the neighboring villages, who have heretofore
professed themselves citizens of Virginia, their laws and
customs now in force among them, relative to the descent
and conveyance of property.

3. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there
shall be appointed, from time to time, by Congress, .a
Governor, whose commission shall continue in force for
the term of three years, unless sooner revoked by Con-
gress; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold
estate therein, in 1,000 acres of land, while in the exercise
of his office.

4. There shall be appointed from time to time, by
Congress, a Secretary, whose commission shall continue
in force for four years, unless sooner revoked; he shall
reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein,

in five hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of his
office. It shall be his duty to keep and preserve the Acts
and laws passed by the Legislature, and the public
records of the district, and the proceedings of the Gover-
nor in his executive department, and transmit authentic
copies of such Acts and proceedings every six months, to
the Secretary of Congress. There shall also be appointed
a court, to consist of three judges, any two of whom to
form a court, who shall have a common law jurisdiction
and reside in the district, and have each therein a
freehold estate in five hundred acres of land, white in the
exercise of their offices; and their commissions shall
continue in force during good behavior.

5. The Governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall
adopt and publish in the district such laws of the original
States, criminal and civil, as may be necessary, and best
suited to the circumstances of the district, and report
them to Congress from time to time, which laws shall be in
tforce in the district until the organization of the General
Assembly therein, unless disapproved of by Congress;
but afterwards the Legislature shall have authority to alter
them as they shall think fit.

6. The Governor, for the time being, shall be com-
mander-in-chief of the militia, appoint and commission all
officers in the same below the rank of general officers; all
general officers shall be appointed and commissioned by
Congress.

7. Previous to the organization of the general assembly,
the Governor shall appoint such magistrates, and other
civil officers, in each county or township, as he shali find
necessary for the preservation of the peace and good
order in the same. After the General Assembly shall be
organized the powers and duties of magistrates and other
civil officers shall be regulated and defined by the said
assembly; but all magistrates and other civil officers, not
herein otherwise directed, shall, during the continuance
of this temporary government, be appointed by the
Governor.

8. For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to
be adopted or made shall have force in all parts of the
district, and for the execution of process, criminal and
civil, the Governor shall make proper divisions thereof;
and he shall proceed, fromtime to time, as circumstances
may require, to lay out parts of the district in which the
Indian titles shall have been extinguished, into counties
and townships, subject, however, to such alterations as
may thereafter be made by the Le’gislatura

9. So soon as there shall be five thousand free male
inhabitants, of full age, in the district, upon giving proof
thereof to the Governor, they shall receive authority, with
the time and place, to elect Representatives from their
counties or townships, to represent them in the General
Assembly: Provided, that for every five hundred free male
inhabitants there shall be one Representative, and soon,
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progressively, with the number of free male inhabitants,
shall the right of representation increase, until the
number of Representatives shall amount to twenty-five;
after which the number and proportion of Representa-
tives shall be regulated by the legislature: Provided, that
no person be eligible or qualified to act as a Representa-
tive, unless he shall have been a citizen of one of the
United States three years, and, in either case, shall
likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple, two hundred
acres of land within the same: Provided also, that a
freehold in fifty acres of land in the district, having been a
citizen of one of the States, and being resident in the
district, or the like freehold and two years’ residence in
the district, shall be necessary to qualify a man as an
elector of a Representative.

10. The Representatives thus elected shall serve for the
term of two years; and in case of the death of a Repre-
sentative, or removal from office, the Governor shall issue
a writ to the county or township, for which he was a
member, to elect another in his stead, to serve for the
residue of the term.

11. The General Assembly, or Legislature, shall consist
of the Governor, Legislative Council, and a House of
Representatives. The Legislative Council shall consist of
five members, to continue in office five years, unless
sooner removed by Congress; any three members of the
council shall be nominated and appointed in the follow-
ing manner, to wit: As soon as Representatives shall be
elected the Governor shall appoint a time and place for
them to meet together, and when met they shall nominate
ten persons, resident in the district, and each possessed
of a freehold in five hundred acres of land, and return
their names to Congress, five of whom Congress shall
appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid; and
whenever a vacancy shall happen in the Council, by
death or removal from office, the House of Representa-
tives shall nominate two persons, qualified as aforesaid,
for each vacancy, and return their names to Congress,
one of whom Congress shall appoint and commission for
the residue of the term; and every five years, four months
at least before the expiration of the time of service of the
members of the Council, the said House shall nominate
ten persons, qualified as aforesaid, and return their
names to Congress, five of whom Congress shall appoint
and commission to serve as members of the Council five
years, unless sooner removed. And the Governor, Legis-
lative Council, and House of Representatives shall have
authority to make laws in all cases for the good govern-
ment of the district, not repugnant to the principles and
articles in this Ordinance established and declared. And
all bills, having passed by a majority in the House, and be
a majority in the Council, shall be referred to the Gover-
nor for his assent; but no bill or legislative Act whatever
shall be of any force without his assent. The Governor
shall have power to convene, prorogue, and dissolve the
General Assembly when, in his opinion, it shall be expe-
dient.

12. The Governor, judges, Legislative Council, Secre-
tary, and such other officers as Congress shall appoint in
the district, shall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity,
and of office; the Governor before the President of
Congress, and all other officers before the Governor. As
soon as a legislature shall be formed in the district, the
Council and House assembled, in one room, shall have
authority, by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to Congress,
who shall have a seat in Congress, with a right of
debating, but not of voting, during this temporary gov-
ernment.

13.  And for extending the fundamental principles of civil
and religious liberty, which form the basis whereon these
republics, their laws and Constitutions, are erected: to fix
and establish those principles as the basis of all laws,
Constitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter
shall be formed in the said territory; to provide, also, for
the establishment of States, and permanent government

therein, and for their admission to a share in the federal
councils on an equal footing with the original States, atas
early periods as may be consistent with the general
interest:

14. Itis hereby ordained and declared, by the authority
aforesaid, that the following articles shall be considered
as articles of compact, between the original States and
the people and States in the said territory, and forever
remain unalterable, unless by common consent, to wit:

Art.1. No persondemeaning himself in a peaceable and
orderly manner shall ever be molested on account of his
mode of worship, or religious sentiments in the said
territories.

Art. Il The inhabitants of the said territory shall always
be entitled to the benefits of the writs of habeas corpus,
and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate representation
of the people in the Legislature, and of judicial proceed-
ings according to the course of the common law. Al
persons shall be bailable, unless for capital offenses,
where the proof shall be evident or the presumption
great. All fines shall be moderate, and no crue! or unusual
punishments shall be inflicted. No man shall be deprived
ot his liberty or property, but by the judment of his peers,
or the law of the land, and shouid the public exigencies
make it necessary, for the common preservation, to take
any person’s property, or to demand his particular ser-
vices, full compensation shall be made for the same. And,
in the just preservation of rights and property, it is
understood and declared that no law ought ever to be
made or have force in the said territory, that shall, in any
manner whatever, interfere with or affect private con-
tracts, or engagements bona fide and without fraud
previously formed.

Art il Religion, morality, and knowledge being neces-
sary to good government and the happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education shall forever be
encouraged. The utmost good faith shall always be
observed towards the Indians; their lands and property
shall never be taken from them without their consent; and
in their property, rights and liberty they never shall be
invaded or disturbed, uniess in just and lawful wars
authorized by Congress; but laws founded in justice and
humanity shall, from time to time, be made, for preventing
wrongs being done to them, and for preserving peace
and friendship with them.

Art. IV.  The said territory, and the States which may be
formed therein, shall forever remain a part of this Con-
federacy of the United States of America, subject to the
Articles of Confederation, and to such alterations therein
as shall be constitutionally made; and to alt the Acts and
Ordinances of the United States in Congress assembled,
conformable thereto. The inhabitants and settlers in the
said territory shail be subject to pay a part of the federal-
debts, contracted, or to be contracted, and a proportional
part of the expenses of government, to be apportioned on
them by Congress, according to the same common rule
and measure by which apportionments thereof shall be
made on the other States, and the taxes for paying their
proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and
direction of the Legislatures of the district, or districts, or
new States, as in the original States, within the time
agreed upon by the United States in Congress assem-
bled. The Legislatures of those districts, or new States,
shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil
by the United States in Congress assembled, nor with any
regulations Congress may find necessary for securing
the title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers. No tax
shall be imposed on lands the property of the United
States; and in no case shall non-resident proprietors be
taxed higher than residents. The navigable waters lead-
ing in to the Mississippi and Saint Lawrence, and the
carrying places between the same, shall be common
highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of
the said territory as to the citizens of the United States,




and those of any other States that may be admitted into
the Confederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty there-
for.

Art.V. There shall be formed inthe said territory not less
than three nor more than five States; and the boundaries
of the States, as soOn as Virginia shall alter her Act of
cession, and consent to the same, shall become fixed and
established as follows, to wit: The western State, in the
said territory, shall be bounded by the Mississippi, the
Ohio, and the Wabash and Post Vincents, due north, to
the territorial line between the United States and Canada;
and by the said territorial line to the Lake of the Woods
and Mississippi. The middle States shall be bounded by
the said direct line, the Wabash from Post Vincents to the
Ohio, by the Ohio, by a direct line drawn due north from
the mouth of the Great Miami to the said territorial line,
and by the said territorial line. The eastern State shall be
bounded by the last mentioned direct line, the Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and the said territorial line: Provided,
however, and it is further understood and declared, that
the boundaries of these three States, shall be subject so
far to be altered, that, if Congress shall hereafter find it
expedient, they shall have authority to form one or two
States in that part of the said territory which lies north of
an east and west line drawn through the southerly bend
or extreme of Lake Michigan. And whenever any of the
said States shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants
therein, such State shall be admitted, by its delegates,

into the Congress of the United States, on an equal
footing with the original States, in all respects whatever;
and shall be at liberty to form a permanent Constitution
and State government: Provided, the Constitution and
government, so to be formed, shall be republican, and in
conformity to the principles contained in these Articles,
and, so far as it can be consistent with the general
interest of the Confederacy, such admission shall be
allowed at an earlier period, and when there may be a less
number of free inhabitants in the State than sixty thou-
sand.

Art. V1. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the
punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been
duly convicted: Provided always, that any person escap-
ing into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully
claimed in any one of the original States, such fugitive
may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the person
claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the resoul-
tions of the 23rd of April, 1784, relative to the subject of
this Ordinance, be, and the same are hereby, repealed,
and declared nuli and void.

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled, the
13th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1787, and of their
sovereignty and independence the 12th.

The Organic Act of 1849

The Organic Act was passed by Congress on March 3, 1849, to provide for the Territorial
Government of Minnesota. The boundaries of the territory of Minnesota were Canada on
the north, Wisconsin on the east, lowa on the south and the Missouri and White Earth Rivers
on the west.

The movement to create a Minnesota Territorial Government arose out of the necessity for
formal government in the remnants of land area which remained after the formation of the
states of Wisconsin and lowa.

Minnesota’s land area west of the Mississippi was left without territorial government when
the State of lowa was formed out of the Territory of lowa in 1846.

The triangular area between the St. Croix River and the Mississippi River was left without
territorial government when the State of Wisconsin was admitted to the Union in 1848.
Thus, by 1848 the land area from the St. Croix River west to the Missouri and White Earth
Rivers was without territorial government—a veritable “no man'’s fand.”
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Consequently, when Henry H. Sibley was elected delegate to Congress from this area, he
worked together with Senator Stephen A. Douglas, chairman of the Senate Committee on
Territories, to bring about the passage of the Organic Act for the establishment of a
territorial government over this area—the Territory of Minnesota.

The Organic Act provided for a governor, secretary, judicial system, legislative assembly and
a delegate to Congress. Legislators and the delegate to Congress were elected; all other
officers were appointive.

The Legislative Assembly consisted of two houses, a council composed of nine members and
a house of representatives with eighteen members. The first session of the Legislature
convened on September 3, 1849, in the Central House at the corner of Bench and Minnesota
Streets in St. Paul. Since that time St. Paul has been the capital of Minnesota. However, in
1857 a bill was introduced in the territorial legislative assembly to have the capitol removed
from St. Paul to St. Peter. This action was promoted by the East and West boundary group
which contended that the boundary to be established for the State of Minnesota should
extend from Wisconsin west to the Missouri River, with the north line of the state being just
north of St. Paul. Although this bill passed both houses of the legislative assembly, it was
stolen before it could be presented to the territorial governor for his signature. Thus, the bill
failed to pass because of assembly member Joseph Rolette, who disappeared with the bill
and held it until the close of the Legislative session.

An important provision of the Organic Act was the reservation of sections 16 and 36 of each
township for school purposes.

Alexander Ramsey, a Whig, was the first Territorial Governor. He was followed by Willis A.
Gorman and Samuel Medary, Democrats.

Minnesota progressed under the territorial government, but many groups felt that progress

would be accelerated if Minnesota were a state. Within a short time there arose a strong
desire for statehood.

ORGANIC ACT OF MINNESOTA

An act to establish the Territorial Government of Minnesota
(Passed March 3, 1849)

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive

Representatives of the United States of America in Con-
gress assembled, That from and after the passage of this
act, all that part of the territory of the United States which
lies within the following limits, to-wit: Beginning in the
Mississippi river at the point where the line of forty-three
degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude crosses the
same; thence running due west on said line, which is the
northern boundary of the state of lowa, to the northwest
corner of the said state of lowa; then southerly along the
western boundary of said state to the point where said
boundary strikes the Missouri river; thence up the middie
of the main channel of the Missouri river to the mouth of
White Earth river; thence up the middle of the main
channel of the White Earth river to the boundary line
between the possessions of the United States and Great
Britain, thence east and south of east along the boundary
line between the possessions of the United States and
Great Britain to Lake Superior; thence in a straight line to
the northernmost point of the state of Wisconsin in Lake
Superior; thence along the western boundary line of said
state of Wisconsin to the Mississippi river; thence down
the main channel of said river to the place of beginning,
be and the same is hereby erected into a temporary
government by the name of the Territory of Minnesota;
provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be
construed to inhibit the government of the United States
from dividing said Territory into two or more territories, in
such manner and at such times as Congress shall deem
convenient and proper, or from attaching any portion of
said Territory to any other state or territory of the United
States.

power and authority in and over said Territory of Minne-
sota shall be vested in a governor, who shall hold his
office for four years, and until his successor shall be
appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the
president of the United States. The governor shall reside
within said Territory; shall be commander-in-chief of the
militia thereof; shall perform the duites and receive the
emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs. He may
grant pardons for offenses against the law of said Terri-
tory, and reprieves for offenses against the laws of the
United States until the decision of the president can be
made known thereon; he shall commission all officers
who shall be appointed to office under the laws of the said
Territory, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully
executed.

SEC.3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a
secretary of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and
hold his office for four years, unless sooner removed by
the president of the United States; he shall record and
preserve all the laws and proceedings of the legislative
assembly hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and
proceedings of the governor in his executive department;
he shall transmit one copy of the laws and one copy of the
executive proceedings, on or before the first day of
December in each year, to the president of the United
States, and at the same time two copies of the laws to the
speaker of the house of representatives, and the presi-
dent of the senate for the use of Congress. And in case of
the death, removal, resignation, or necessary absence of
the governor from the Territory, the secretary shall be
and he is hereby authorized and required to execute and



perform all the powers and the duties of the governor
during such vacancy or necessary absence, or until
another governor shall be duly appointed to fill such
vacancy.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislative
power and authority of said Territory shall be vested in
the governor and a legislative assembly. The legislative
assembly shall consist of a council and house of repre-
sentatives. The council shall consist of nine members
having the qualifications of voters, as hereinafter pre-
scribed, whose term of service shall continue two years.
The house of representatives shall, at its first session,
consist of eighteen members, possessing the same qual-
ification as prescribed for members of the council, and
whose term of service shall continue one year. The
number of councilors and representatives may be in-
creased by the legislative assembly, from time to time, in
proportion to the increase of population; provided, that
the whole number shall never exceed fifteen councilors
and thirty-nine representatives. An apportionment shall
be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the
several counties or districts for the election of the council
and representatives, giving to each section of the Terri-
tory representation in the ratio of its population, Indians
excepted, as nearly as may be. And the members of the
council and of the house of representatives shall reside in
and be inhabitants of the districts for which they may be
elected, respectively. Previous to the first election, the
governor shall cause a census or enumeration of the
inhabitants of the several counties and districts of the
Territory to be taken, and the first election shall be held at
such time and places and be conducted in such manner
as the governor shall appoint and direct, and he shall, at
the same time, declare the number of members of the
council and house of representatives to which each of
the counties and districts shall entitled under this act.

The number of persons authorized to be elected having
the highest number of votes, in each of said council
districts for members of the council, shall be declared by
the governor to be duly elected to the council, and the
person or persons authorized to be elected, having the
greatest number of votes for the house of representa-
tives, equal to the number to which each county or district
shall be entitled, shall also be declared by the governor to
be duly elected members of the house of representatives;
provided, that in case of a tie between two or more
persons voted for, the governor shall order a new election
to supply the vacancy made by such tie. And the persons
thus elected to the legislative assembly shall meet at such
place on such day as the governor shall appoint, but
thereafter the time, place and manner of holding and
conduction all elections by the people, and the appor-
tioning of the representation in the several counties or
districts to the council and house of representatives,
according to the population, shall be prescribed by law,
as well as the day of the commencement of the regular
session of the legislative assembly; provided, that no one
session shall exceed the term of sixty days.

SEC.5 And be it further enacted, That every free white
male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who
shall have been aresident of said Territory at the time of
the passage of this act, shall be entitled to vote at the first
election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said
Territory; but the qualifications of voters and of holding
office at all subseguent elections shall be such as shall be
prescribed by the legisiative assembiy; provided, that the
right of suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised
only by citizens of the United States and those who shall
have declared on oath their intention to become such,
and shall have taken an oath to support the constitution
of the United States and the provisions of this act.

SEC. 6 And be if further enacted, That the legisiative
power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects
of legislation, consistent with the Constitution of the
United States and the provisions of this act; but no law

shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of
the soil; no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the
United States; nor shall the lands or other property of
non-residents be taxed higher than the lands or other
property of residents. All the laws passed by the legisla-
tive assembly and the governor shall be submitted to the
Congress of the United States, and if disapproved shali
be null and of no effect.

SEC. 7 And be it further enacted, That all township,
district and county officers, not herein otherwise pro-
vided for, shall be appointed or elected, as the case may
be, in such manner as shall be provided by the governor
and legislative assembly of the Territory of Minnesota.
The governor shall nominate and, by and with the advice
and consent of the legislative council, appoint all officers
not herein otherwise provided for, and, in the first in-
stance, the governor alone may appoint all said officers,
who shall hold their offices until the end of the next
session of the legislative assembly.

SEC.8 Andbeitturther enacted, That no member of the
legislative assembly shall hold or be appointed to any
office which shall have been created, or the salary or
emoluments of which shall have been increased, while he
was a member, during the term for which he was elected,
and for one year after the expiration of such term; and no
person holding a commission or appointment under the
United States, except postmasters, shall be a member of
the legislative assembly, or shall hold any office under the
government of said Territory.

SEC. 9 And be if further enacted, That the judicial
power of said Territory shall be vested in a supreme
court, district courts, probate courts, and in justices of
the peace. The supreme court shall consist of a chief
justice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall
constitute a guorum, and who shall hold a term at the seat
of government of said Territory annually; and they shall
hold their offices during the period of four years. The said
Territory shall be divided into three judicial districts, and
a district court shall be held in each of said districts by
one of the justices of the supreme court, at such time and
places as may be prescribed by law; and the said judges
shall, after their appointment, respectively, reside in the
districts which shall be assigned them. The jurisdiction of
the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and
original, and that of probate courts and justices of the
peace, shall be as limited by law; provided, that the
justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any
matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land
may be in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall
exceed one hundred dollars; and the said supreme and
districts courts, respectively, shall possess chancery as
well as common law jurisdiction. Each district court, or
the judges thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also
be the register in chancery, and shall keep his office at
the place where the court may be held. Writs of error, bills
of exception and appeals shall be allowed in all cases
from the final decisions of said district courts to the
supreme court, under such regulations as may be pre-
scribed by law, but in no case removed to the supreme
court, shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The
supreme court, or the justices thereof, shall appoint its
own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the court for; which he shall have been
appointed. Writs of. error and appeals from the final
decisions of said supreme court shall be allowed, and
may be taken to the supreme court of the United States, in
the same manner and under the same regulations as from
the circuit courts of the United states, where the value of
the property or the amount in controversy, to be ascer-
tained by the oath or affirmation of either party, or other
competent witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars;
and each of the said district courts shall have and
exercise the same jurisdiction, in all cases arising under
the constitution and laws of the United States, as is
vested in the circuit and district courts of the United
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States; and the first six days of every term of said courts,
or so much thereof as shail be necessary, shall be
appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said
constitution and laws; and writs of error and appeal in all
such cases shall be made to the supreme court of said
Territory, the same as in other cases. The said clerk shall
receive in all such cases the same fees which the clerks
of the district courts of the iate Wisconsin Territory
received for similar services.

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall be
appointed an attorney for said Territory, who shall con-
tinue in office for four years, uniess sooner removed by
the president, and who shall receive the same fees and
salary as the attorney of the United States for the late
Territory of Wisconsin received. There shall also be a
marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall hold his
office for four years, unless sooner removed by the
president, and who shall execute all processes issuing
from the said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction as
circuit and district courts of the United States; he shall
perform the duties, be subject to the same regulations
and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees as the
marshal of the district court of the United States for the
late Territory of Wisconsin; and shall, in addition, be paid
two hundred doHars annually as a compensation for extra
services.

SEC. 11.  And be it further enacted, That the governor,
secretary, chief justice and associate justices, attorney
and marshal shall be nominated and by and with the
advice and consent of the senate, appointed by the
president of the United States. The governor and secre-
tary to be appointed as aforesaid shall, before they act as
such, respectively, take an oath or affirmation, before the
districtjudge, or some justice of the peace in the limits of
said Territory, duly authorized to administer oaths and
affirmations by the laws now in force therein, or before
the chief justice, or some associate justice of the su-
preme court of the United States, to support the constitu-
tion of the United States, and faithfully to discharge the
duties of their respective offices, which said oaths, when
so0 taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the
same shall have been taken, and such certificates shall
be received and recorded by the said secretary among
the executive proceedings; and the chief justice and
associate justices, and all other civil officers in said
Territory, before they act as such, shall take a like oath or
affirmation, before the said governor or secretary, or
some judge or justice of the peace of the Territory, who
may be duly commissioned and qualified, which said oath
or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted, by the
person taking the same, to the secretary, to be by him
recorded as aforesaid; and afterwards, the like oath or
affirmation shall be taken, certified and recorded in such
manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The
governor shall receive an annual salary of $1,500 as
governor, and $1,000 as superintendent of Indian affairs.
The chief justice and associate justice shall each receive
an annual salary of $1,800. The secretary shalt receive an
annual salary of $1,800. The said salaries shall be paid
quarter-yearly, at the treasury of the United States. The
members of the legislative assembly shall be entitled to
receive three dollars each per day during their atten-
dance at the session thereof, and three dollars each for
avery twenty miles traveled in going to and returning from
the said sessions, estimated according to the nearest
usually traveled route. There shail be appropriated, an-
nuaily, the sum of $1,000, to be expended by the governor
to defray the contingent expenses of the Territory; and
there shall also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient
sum to be expended by the secretary of the territory, and
upon an estimate to be made by the secretary of the
treasury of the United States, to defray the expenses of
the legislative assembly, the printing of the laws, and
other incidental expenses, and the secretary of the
Territory shall annually account to the secretary of the

treasury of the United States for the manner in which the
aforesaid sum shall have been expended.

SEC 12. Andbe it further enacted, That the inhabitants
of the said Territory shall be entitled to all the rights,
privileges and immunities heretofore granted and se-
cured to the Territory of Wisconsin and to its inhabitants;
and the laws in force in the Territory of Wisconsin at the
date of the admission of the State of Wisconsin shall
continue to be valid and operative therein, so far as the
same be not incompatible with the provisions of this act,
subject, nevertheless, to be altered, modified or repealed
by the governor and legislative assembly of the said
Territory of Minnesota; and the laws of the United States
are hereby extended over and declared to be in force in
said Territory, so far as the same, or any provision
thereof, may be applicable.

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the legislative
assembly of the Territory of Minnesota shall hold its first
session in St. Paul; and at said first session the governor
and legislative assembly shall locate and establish a
temporary seat of government for said Territory, at such
place as they may deem eligible; and shall at such time as
they shall see proper prescribe by law the manner of
locating the permanent seat of government of said Terri-
tory by a vote of the people. And the sum of twenty
thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated and
granted to said Territory of Minnesota, to be applied by
the governor and legislative assembly to the erection of
suitable public buildings at the seat of government.

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate of
the house of representatives of the United States, to
serve for the term of two years, may be elected by the
voters qualified to elect members of the legislative as-
sembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights and
privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates
from the several other territories of the United States to
the said house of representatives. The first election shall
be held at such times and places and be conducted in
such manner as the governor shall appoint and direct;
and at all subsequent elections the times, places and
manner of holding the elections shall be prescribed by
law. The person having the greatest number of votes shall
be declared by the governor to be duly elected, and a
certificate thereof shall be given accordingly.

A}

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits,
process and proceedings, civil and criminal, at law or in
chancery, and all indictments and informations, which
shall be pending and undetermined in the courts of the
Territory of Wisconsin, within the limits of said Territory of
Minnesota, when this act shall take effect, shail be
transferred to be heard, tried, prosecuted and deter-
mined in the district courts hereby established, which
may include the counties or districts where any such
proceedings may be pending. All bonds, recognizances,
and obiigations of every kind whatsoever, valid under the
existing laws, within the limits of said Territory, shall be
valid under this act; and all crimes and misdemeanors
against the laws, in force within said limits, may be
prosecuted, tried, and punished in the courts established
by this act; and all penailties, forfeitures, actions and
causes of action may be recovered under this act the
same as they would have been under the laws in force
within the limits composing said Territory at the time this
act shall go into operation.

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That all justices of
the peace, constables, sheriffs, and all other judicial and
ministerial officers, who shall be in office within the limits
of said Territory, when this act shall take effect, shall be
and they are hereby authorized and required to continue
to exercise and perform the duties of their respective
offices as officers of the Territory of Minnesota, tempo-
rarily, and until they or others shall be duly appointed and



qualified tofill their places, in the manner herein directed,
or until their offices shall be abolished.

SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of
$5,000 be and the same is hereby appropriated out of any
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be
expended by and under the direction of the said governor
of the Territory of Minnesota, in the purchase of a library,
to be kept at the seat of government for the use of the
governor, legislative assembly, judges of the supreme
court, secretary, marshal, and attorneys of said Territory,
and such other persons and under such regulations as
shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That when the
lands in said Territory shall be surveyed under the
direction of the government of the United States, pre-
paratory to bringing the same into market, sections
numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each township in said
Territory shall be and the same are hereby reserved for
the purpose of being applied to schools in said Territory,
and in the state and territories hereafter to be erected out
of the same.

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That temporarily,
and until otherwise provided by law, the governor of said
Territory may define the judicial districts of said Territory,
and assign the judges who may be appointed for said
Territory to the several districts, and also appoint the
times and places for holding courts in the several coun-
ties or subdivisions in each of said judicial districts, by

proclamation to be issued by him; but the legislative
assembly, at their first or any subsequent session, may
organize, alter or modify such judicial districts, and
assign the judges, and alter the times and places of
holding the courts, as to them shall seem proper and
convenient.

SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That every bill
which shall or may pass the council and house of
representatives, shall, before it becomes a law, be pre-
sented to the governor of the Territory; if he approve, he
shall sign it; but if not he shall return it, with his objec-
tions, to the house in which it originated; which shall
cause the objections to be entered at large upon their
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such
reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections,
to the other house, by which it shall aiso be reconsidred,
and if approved by two-thirds of that house it shall
become a law; but in all such cases the votes of both
houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the
names of the persons voting for or against the bill shall be
entered on the journal of each house, respectively. If any
bili shall not be returned by the governor within three
days, (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been pre-
sented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if
he had signed it, unless the legisiative assembly, by
adjournment, preventit, inwhich case it shali not become
alaw.

The Enabling Act

Henry M. Rice, delegate to Congress from the Territory of Minnesota, at the opening of
Congress in December, 1856, introduced a bill for an act to authorize a state government for
Minnesota. The Rice bill proposed that the north, south and east boundaries of Minnesota
be continued, and that the west boundary be established as a line beginning at a point in the
center of the main channel of the Red River of the North at the Canadian Border and running
south through Lake Traverse, through Big Stone Lake, to the Big Sioux River and to the
northwest corner of lowa. In place of the Big Sioux River Congress substituted a line from
the outlet of Big Stone Lake due south to the lowa border.

Considerable controversy had arisen in the territory over proposed boundaries for the State
of Minnesota. There were two general groups, the East and West group and the North and
South group. The East and West group proposed the Missouri River as the west boundary,
and a point just north of St. Paul as the north boundary. The Rice bill followed the proposal
of the North and South group.
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The bill for an enabling act was not without opposition in Congress. However, Minnesota
again found a friend in Senator Stephen A. Douglas who was still chairman of the Senate
committee on territories. The Enabling Act passed Congress and was approved on February
27,1857.

In addition to establishing boundaries for the State of Minnesota, the Enabling Act provided
for a constitutional convention and an election of delegates to that convention. It further
provided that the following proposals be sumbitted for the consideration of the constitu-
tional convention: that sections 16 and 36 of each township be reserved for school purposes;
that 72 sections of land be reserved and set aside for a state university; that ten sections be
granted to the state to complete and erect public buildings at the capitol; that all salt springs,
not exceeding 12, be granted to the state for its use; and that five per centum of net proceeds
from the sale by Congress of public lands lying within the State of Minnesota be paid to the
state for public road purposes.

The Enabling Act also authorized the State of Minnesota to have one Representative.in
Congress and such additional Representatives as the population of the state would entitle it
to at the current ratio of representation. For the purpose of determining the population the
act authorized a census to be taken by the United States marshal for the Territory of
Minnesota. The census was completed in October of 1857, population 150,037.

ACT AUTHORIZING A STATE GOVERNMENT
[Passed Feb. 26, 1857]

SECTION 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of tives to the territorial legistature; which election for

Representatives of the United States of America, in
Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of that portion
of the Territory of Minnesota which is embraced within
the following limits, to-wit: Beginning at the point in the
center of the main channel of the Red River of the North,
where the boundary line between the United States and
the British Possessions crosses the same; thence up the
main channel of said river to that of the Bois de Sioux
River; thence up the main channel of said river to Lake
Traverse; thence up the center of said lake to the
southern extremity thereof, thence in a direct line to the
head ot Big Stone lake; thence through its center to its
outlet; thence by a due south line to the north line of the
State of lowa; thence along the northern boundary of said
state to the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence
up the main channel of said river, and following the
boundary line of the State of Wisconsin, until the same
intersects with the St. Louis river; thence down the said
river to and through Lake Superior, on the boundary line
of Wisconsin and Michigan, until it intersects the dividing
line between the United States and the British Posses-
sions; thence up Pigeon river and following said dividing
line to the place of beginning, be and they hereby are
authorized to form for themselves a constitution and state
government by the name of the State of Minnesota, and to
come into the Union on an equal footing with the original
states, according to the Federal Constitution.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the State of
Minnesota shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the
Mississippi and all other rivers and waters bordering on
the said State of Minnesota, so far as the same shall form
a common boundary to said state and any state or states
now or hereafter to be formed or bounded by the same;
and said river or waters leading into the same shall be
common highways, and forever free, as well to the
inhabitants of said state as to ali other citizens of the
United States, without any tax, duty, impost, or toll
therefor.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That on the first
Monday in June next, the legal voters in each represen-
tative district then existing within the limits of the pro-
posed state, are hereby authorized to élect two delegates
for each representative to which said district shall be
entitled according to the apportionment for representa-

delegates shall be held and conducted, and the returns
made, in all respects in conformity with the laws of said
Territory regulating the election of representatives, and
the delegates so elected shall assemble at the capitol of
said Territory on the second Monday in July next, and first
determine by a vote whether it is the wish of the people of
the proposed State to be admitted into the Union at that
time; and if so, shall proceed to form a constitution, and
take all necessary steps for the establishment of a state
government, in conformity with the Federal Constitution,
subject to the approval and ratification of the people of
the proposed State.

SEC. 4. Andbe itfurther enacted, That in the event said
convention shall decide in favor of the immediate admis-
sion of the proposed State into the Union, it shall be the
duty of the United States marshal for said Territory to
proceed to take a census or enumeration of the inhabi-
tants within the limits of the proposed State, under such
rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the
secretary of the interior, with the view of ascertaining the
number of representatives to which said State may be
entitled in the Congress of the United States. And said
State shall be entitled to one representative, and such
additional representatives as the population of the State
shall, according to the census, show it would be entitled
to according to the present ratio of representation.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the following
propositions be and the same are hereby offered to the
said convention of the people of Minnesota for their free
acceptance or rejection, which, if accepted by the con-
vention, shall be obligatory on the United -States, and
upon the said State of Minnesota, to-wit:

First—That sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in
every township of public lands in said State, and where
either of said sections, or any part thereof, has been sold
or otherwise been disposed of, other lands, equivalent
thereto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to
said State for the use of schools.

Second—That seventy-two sections of land shall be set
apart and reserved for the use and support of a state
university, to be selected by the governor of said State,
subject to the approval of the commissioner at the
general land office, and to be appropriated and applied in



such manner as the legislature of said State may pre-
scribe; for the purpose aforesaid, but for no other pur-
pose.

Third—Ten entire sections of land to be selected by the
governor of said State, in legal subdivisions, shall be
granted to said State for the purpose of completing the
public buildings, or for the erection of others at the seat of
government, under the direction of the legislature
thereof.

Fourth—That all salt springs within said State, not ex-
ceeding twelve in number, with six sections of land
adjoining or as contiguous as may be to each, shall be
granted to said State for its use; and the same to be
selected by the governor thereof within one year after the
admission of said State, and, when so selected, to be
used or disposed of on such terms, conditions and
regulations as the Jegislature shall direct; provided, that
no salt spring or land the right whereof is now vested in
any individual or in individuals, or which may be hereafter

shall by this article be granted to said State.

Fifth—That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales of
all public lands lying within said State, which shall be sold
by Congress after the admission of said State into the
Union, after deducting all the expenses incident to the
same, shall be paid to said State for the purpose of
making public roads and internal improvements as the
legislature shall direct; provided, the foregoing proposi-
tions herein offered are on the condition that the said
convention which shall form the constitution of said State
shall provide, by a clause in said constitution, or an
ordinance, irrevocable without the consent of the United
States, that said State shall never interfere with the
primary disposal of the soil within the same by the United
States, or with any reguiations Congress may find neces-
sary for securing the title in said soil to bona fide
purchasers thereof; and that no tax shall be imposed on
land belonging to the United States, and that in no case
shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than resi-
dents.

confirmed or adjudged to any individual or individuals,

The Minnesota Constitution

The State of Minnesotais unique among constitutional governments in that it doesn’t have a
constitution—it has two. The circumstances which gaverise to this historical anomaly depict
the strong feeling for independent political thinking which has pervaded Minnesota politics
since statehood. However, any thought of illegality because of two constitutions should be
promptly dismissed, for the two instruments are substantially identical, and all challenges on
this issue have been quickly overturned.

The Constitutional Convention

In accordance with the Enabling Act of February 26, 1857, an election was held on June 1,
1857, at which Republican and Democratic delegates were elected to the constitutional
convention. When these delegates assembled in St. Paul on July 13, 1857, to draft the
Minnesota constitution, bitterness between the two parties was so intense that Republican
delegates and Democratic delegates refused to meet in the same convention. As a result
each party held separate sessions in different rooms of the first capitol building.

The Democratic “convention” was presided over by Henry H. Sibley, later elected first
governor of Minnesota. The Republican “convention” was presided over first by John W.
North, and later by St. Andrew D. Balcombe.

The political cleavage was so great that the two bodies never acted in joint meeting during
the entire constitutional convention—July 13 to Aug. 29. The final work of writing the
constitution was done through a conference committee composed of five conferees from
each of the conventions. The conferees, by reporting to and receiving advice from their
respective conventions, were able to draft a constitution that would be acceptable to both
bodies. On August 28, 1857, in spite of numerous protests by delegates, the report of the
conference committee was adopted without amendment by both the Republican and
Democratic conventions.

However, when it came time to sign the constitution, the bitter feeling was still so intense
that Democrats would not sign an instrument which bore Republican signatures, and the
Republicans likewise objected to signing an instrument which bore the signatures of
Democrats. The solution to this impasse is a credit to Minnesota political ingenuity—two
constitutions. One constitution was written on white paper and signed only by Republicans.
The other constitution was written on blue-tinted paper and signed only by Democrats.
Thus, on the twenty-ninth day of August, after seven weeks of political dispute and
disagreement, the “two’" conventions adjourned when as many members as could bring
themselves to do so signed the copy of the constitution enrolled for their particular
convention.
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Both copies of the constitution are now in the custody of the Minnesota Archives
Commission where they are being preserved as evidence of our fundamental law, and as
testimony to a unique and exciting political history.

Election to Accept the Constitution

The schedule to the constitution provided for an election to be held on October 13, 1857. At
this election the voters were to accept or reject the constitution. The ballots used for this
purpose were printed to provide only for affirmative votes. A voter who wished to reject the
constitution had to alter his ballot and write in a negative vote. The result—30,055 for
acceptance and 571 for rejection.

Approval by Congress

The.procedure for acquiring statehood not only requires a constitution to be approved by
the voters of the proposed state, the constitution must also be approved by Congress. In
December of 1857 the Minnesota constitution was submitted to the United States Senate for
ratification.

A certified copy of the Democratic constitution was transmitted to the Senate by the
territorial secretary—a Democrat. This copy was attached to the bill for the admission of
Minnesota into the union. However, when the bill was reported back from the Senate,
historians report that the Republican constitution was attached. In any event, there is
substantial authority that both constitutions were before Congress when Minnesota was
admitted to the union on May 11, 1858.

But, in reality the constitution ratified by Congress was not the original constitution. At the
election of October 13,1857, in addition to voting on the constitution, the voters elected
executive, legislative and judicial officers. The state officers were content to wait for the act
of Congress before assuming office. But the legislature took a contrary view. It convened on
December 3, 1857, on the theory that under the Enabling Act the statehood of MInnesota
began when the voters approved the constitution. Even though this theory was incorrect,
the legislature proceeded to enact laws, the effect of which have remained undisturbed by
the courts. The first two acts passed by the legislature were proposed amendments to the
constitution. One amendment authorized a loan to railroads of $5,000,000, and the other
related to the term of office of the first state officers. These amendments were ratified by
the voters at a special election held April 15, 1858. Thus, it would appear that the
constitution which Congress approved on May 11, 1858, was an amended constitution—not
the original adopted by the constitutional convention and approved by the voters in 1857.

The Minnesota Constitution - 1974

Publication of the Minnesota Constitution in the following form reflects an amendment
approved by the legislature and submitted to the voters according to Article IX (see p. ——_,
this manual).

The legislature in 1971 established a constitutional study commission to review the
constitution and make recommendations to maintain its utility.

On November 5, 1974, voters approved an amendment which was recommended by the
commission after two years study. .

After two years study, the commission recommended that an amendment restructuring the
constitution for easy reference and rewriting it in modern language be prepared. The
amendment was introduced and passed in both houses, signed by the governor, and
approved by the voters on November 5, 1974.



Subsequent amendments which may be voted by Minnesota citizens will be made to this
document. The previous wording of the constitution is printed, with all the amendments
approved by voters since its adoption in 1857, in the 1974-1975 Legislative Manual, pp.
445-484.

The amendment approved in 1974 did not alter the meaning of the constitution. [n cases of
constitutional law, the original document remains the final authority.

The report of the constitutional study commission is available in public libraries and in the
Legislative Reference Library (see p.223, this manual).

INDEX TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

ARTICLE
| Bill of Rights VIl Impeachment and Removal from Office
i Name and Boundaries IX  Amendments to the Constitution
I Distribution of the Powers of Government X Taxation
IV Legislative Department Xt Appropriations and Finances
V  Executive Department Xl Special Legislation; Local Government
VI Judiciary Xl Miscellaneous Subjects
VIl Elective Franchise X1V Public Highway System

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA
Preamble

We, the people of the state of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil and religious liberty,
and desiring to perpetuate its blessings and secure the same to ourselves and our posterity,
do ordain and establish this Constitution.

ARTICLE |
BILL OF RIGHTS

Section 1. Governmentis instituted for the security, benefit and protection of the people,
in whom all political power is inherent, together with the right to alter, modify or reform
government whenever required by the public good.

Sec. 2. No member of this state shall be disfranchised or deprived of any of the rights or
privilegessecured to any citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land or the judgment of his
peers. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the state otherwise than as
punishment for a crime of which the party has been convicted.

Sec. 3. The liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate, and all persons may freely
speak, write and publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of
such right.

Sec. 4. Theright of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and shall extend to all cases at law
without regard to the amount in controversy. A jury trial may be waived by the parties in all
cases in the manner prescribed by law. The legislature may provide that the agreement of
five-sixths of a jury in a civil action or proceeding, after not less than six hours’ deliberation,
is a sufficient verdict.

Sec. 5. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or
unusual punishments inflicted.
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Sec. 6. Inall criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public
trial by an impartial jury of the county or district wherein the crime shall have been
committed, which county or district shall have been previously ascertained by law. The
accused shall enjoy the right to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be
confronted with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor and to have the assistance of counsel in his defense.

Sec. 7. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal offense without due process of
law, and no person shall be put twice in jeopardy of punishment for the same offense, nor be
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life,
liberty or property. without due process of law. All persons before conviction shall be
bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses when the proof is evident or the
presumption great. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless
the public safety requires it in case of rebellion or invasion.

Sec. 8 Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the laws for all injuries or wrongs
which he may receive to his person, property or character, and to obtain justice freely and
without purchase, completely and without denial, promptly and without delay, conform-
able to the laws.

Sec. 9. Treason against the state consists only in levying war against the state, or in
adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of
treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act or on confession in
open court.

Sec. 70. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects
against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the
place to be searched and the person or things to be seized.

Sec. 71.  No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or any law impairing the obligation of
contracts shall be passed, and no conviction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of
estate.

Sec. 712.  No person shall be imprisoned for debt in this state, but this shall not prevent the
legislature from providing for imprisonment, or holding to bail, persons charged with fraud
in contracting said debt. A reasonable amount of property shall be exempt from seizure or
sale for the payment of any debt or liability. The amount of such exemption shall be
determined by law. Provided, however, that all property so exempted shall be liable to
seizure and sale for any debts incurred to any person for work done or materials furnished in
the construction, repair or improvement of the same, and provided further, that such
liability to seizure and sale shall also extend to all real property for any debt to any laborer or
servant for labor or service performed.

Sec. 713. Private property shall not be taken, destroyed or damaged for public use without
just compensation therefor, first paid or secured.

Sec. 14.  The military shall be subordinate to the civil power and no standing army shall be
maintained in this state in times of peace.

Sec. 15.  All lands within the state are allodial and feudal tenures of every description with
all their incidents are prohibited. Leases and grants of agricultural lands for a longer period
than 21 years reserving rent or service of any kind shall be void.

Sec. 16. The enumeration of rights in this constitution shall not deny or impair others
retained by and inherent in the people. The right of every man to worship God according to
the dictates of his own conscience shall never be infringed; nor shall any man be compelled
to attend, erect or support any place of worship, or to maintain any religious or ecclesiastical
ministry, against his consent; nor shall any control of or interference with the rights of
conscience be permitted, or any preference be given by law to any religious establishment



or mode of worship; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed
as to excuse acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of
the state, nor shall any money be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of any religious
societies or religious or theological seminaries.

Sec. 17.  Noreligious test or amount of property shall be required as a qualification for any
office or public trust in the state. No religious test or amount of property shall be required as
a qualification of any voter at any election in this state; nor shall any person be rendered
incompetent to give evidence in any court of law or equity in consequence of his opinion
upon the subject of religion.

ARTICLE Il
NAME AND BOUNDARIES

Section 1. This state shall be called the state of Minnesota and shall consist of and have
jurisdiction over the territory embraced in the act of Congress entitled, “An act to authorize
the people of the Territory of Minnesota to form a constitution and state government,
preparatory to their admission into the Union on equal footing with the original states;” and
the propositions contained in that act are hereby accepted, ratified and confirmed, and
remain irrevocable without the consent of the United States.

Sec. 2. The state of Minnesota has concurrent jurisdiction on the Mississippi and on all
other rivers and waters forming a common boundary with any other state or states.
Navigable waters leading into the same, shall be common highways and forever free to
citizens of the United States without any tax, duty, impost or toll therefor.

ARTICLE I
DISTRIBUTION OF THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT

Section 1. The powers of government shall be divided into three distinct departments:
legislative, executive and judicial. No person or persons belonging to or constituting one of

these departments shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the 45
others except in the instances expressly provided in this constitution.

ARTICLE IV
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

Section 1. The legislature consists of the senate and house of representatives.

Sec. 2. The number of members who compose the senate and house of representatives
shall be prescribed by law. The representation in both houses shall be apportioned equally
through the different sections of the state in proportion to the population thereof.

Sec. 3. Atits first session after each enumeration of the inhabitants of this state made by
the authority of the United States, the legislature shall have the power to prescribe the
bounds of congressional and legislative districts. Senators shall be chosen by single districts
of convenient contiguous territory. No representative district shall be divided in the
formation of a senate district. The senate districts shall be humbered in a regular series.

Sec. 4. Representatives shall be chosen for a term of two years, except to fill a vacancy.
Senators shall be chosen for a term of four years except to fill a vacancy and except there
shall be an entire new election of all the senators at the first election of representatives after
each new legislative apportionment provided for in this article. The governor shall call
elections to fill vacancies in either house of the legislature.
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Sec. 5. No senator or representative shall hold any other office under the authority of the
United States or the state of Minnesota, except that of postmaster or of notary public. If
elected or appointed to another office, a legislator may resign from the legislature by
tendering his resignation to the governor.

Sec. 6. Senators and representatives shall be qualified voters of the state, and shall have
resided one year in the state and six months immediately preceding the election in the
district from which elected. Each house shall be the judge of the election returns and
eligibility of its own members. The legislature shall prescribe by law the manner for taking
evidence in cases of contested seats in either house.

Sec. 7. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, sit upon its own
adjournment, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and with the concurrence of
two-thirds expel a member; but no member shall be expelled a second time for the same
offense.

Sec. 8. Each member and officer of the legislature before entering upon his duties shall
take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution of the United States, the constitution
of this state, and to discharge faithfully the duties of his office to the best of his judgment
and ability.

Sec. 9. The compensation of senators and representatives shall be prescribed by law. No
increase of compensation shall take effect during the period for which the members of the
existing house of representatives may have been elected.

Sec. 710. The members of each house in all cases except treason, felony and breach of the
peace, shall be privileged from arrest during the session of their respective houses and in
going to or returning from the same. For any speech or debate in either house they shall not
be questioned in any other place.

Sec. 71.  Two or more members of either house may dissent and protest against any act or
resolution which they think injurious to the public or to any individual and have the reason
of their dissent entered in the journal.

Sec. 12.  The legislature shall meet at the seat of government in regular session in each
biennium at the times prescribed by law for not exceeding a total of 120 legislative days. The
legislature shall not meet in regular session, nor in any adjournment thereof, after the first
Monday following the third Saturday in May of any year. After meeting at a time prescribed
by law, the legislature may adjourn to another time. “Legislative day” shall be defined by
law. A special session of the legislature may be called by the governor on extraordinary
occasions.

Neither house during a session of the legislature shall adjourn for more than three days
(Sundays excepted) nor to any other place than that in which the two houses shall be
assembled without the consent of the other house.

Sec. 13. A majority of each house constitutes a quorum to transact business, but a smaller
number may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent members in the
manner and under the penalties it may provide.

Sec. 74. Each house shall be open to the public during its sessions except in cases which in
its opinion require secrecy.

Sec. 15. Each house shall elect its presiding officer and other officers as may be provided
by law. Both houses shall keep journals of their proceedings, and from time to time publish
the same, and the yeas and nays, when taken on any question, shall be entered in the
journals.

Sec. 16. Inall elections by the legislature members shall vote viva voce and their votes shall
be entered in the journal.



Sec. 17. No law shall embrace more than one subject, which shall be expressed in its title.

Sec. 18 Allbills for raising revenue shall originate in the house of representatives, but the
senate may propose and concur with amendments as on other bills.

Sec. 19. Every bill shall be reported on three different days in each house, unless, in case of
urgency, two-thirds of the house where the bill is pending deem it expedient to dispense
with this rule.

Sec. 20. Every bill passed by beth houses shall be enrolled and signed by the presiding
officer of each house. Any presiding officer refusing to sign a bill passed by both houses shall
thereafter be disqualified from any office of honor or profit in the state. Each house by rule
shall provide the manner in which a bill shall be certified for presentation to the governorin
case of such refusal.

Sec. 21. No bill shall be passed by either house upon the day prescribed for adjournment.
This section shall not preclude the enroliment of a bill or its transmittal from one house to
the other or to the executive for his signature.

Sec. 22. The style of all laws of this state shall be: “’Be it enacted by the legislature of the
state of Minnesota.” No law shall be passed unless voted for by a majority of all the members
elected to each house of the legislature, and the vote entered in the journal of each house.

Sec. 23.  Every bill passed in conformity to the rules of each house and the joint rules of the
two houses shall be presented to the governor. If he approves a bill, he shall sign it, deposit it
in the office of the secretary of state and notify the house in which it originated of that fact.
If he vetoes a bill, he shall return it with his objections to the house in which it originated.
His objections shall be entered in the journal. If, after reconsideration, two-thirds of that
house agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the governor’s objections, to the
other house, which shall likewise reconsider it. If approved by two-thirds of that house it
becomes a law and shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of state. In such cases the
votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons
voting for or against the bill shall be entered in the journal of each house. Any bill not
returned by the governor within three days {(Sundays excepted) after it is presented to him
becomes alaw as if he had signed it, unless the legislature by adjournment within that time
prevents its return. Any bill passed during the last three days of a session may be presented
to the governor during the three days following the day of final adjournment and becomes
law if the governor signs and deposits it in the office of the secretary of state within 14 days
after the adjournment of the legislature. Any bill passed during the last three days of the
session which is not signed and deposited within 14 days after adjournment does not
become a law.

If a bill presented to the governor contains several items of appropriation of money, he may
veto one or more of the items while approving the bill. At the time he signs the bill the
governorshall append to it a statement of the items he vetoes and the vetoed items shall not
take effect. If the legislature is in session, he shall transmit to the house in which the bill
originated a copy of the statement, and the items vetoed shall be separately reconsidered. If
on reconsideration any item is approved by two-thrids of the members elected to each
house, it is a part of the law notwithstanding the objections of the governor.

Sec. 24. Each order, resolution or vote requiring the concurrence of the two houses except
such as relate to the business or adjournment of the legislature shall be presented to the
governor and is subject to his veto as prescribed in case of a bill.

Sec. 25. During a session each house may punish by imprisonment for not more than 24
hours any person not a member who is guilty of any disorderly or contemptuous behavior in
its presence.

Sec. 26. Passage of a general banking law requires the vote of two thirds of the members of
each house of the legislature.
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ARTICLE V
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Section 1. The executive department consists of a governor, lieutenant governor, secretary
of state, auditor, treasurer and attorney general, who shall be chosen by the electors of the
state. The governor and lieutenant governor shall be chosen jointly by a single vote applying
to both offices in a manner prescribed by law.

Sec. 2. The term of office for the governor and Iieutenant\governor is four years and until a
successor is chosen and qualified. Each shall have attained the age of.25 years and, shall have
been a bona fide resident of the state for one year next preceding his election, and shall be a
citizen of the United States.

Sec. 3. The governor shall communicate by message to each session of the legislature
information touching the state and country. He is commander-in-chief of the military and
naval forces and may call them out to execute the laws, suppress insurrection and repel
invasion. He may require the opinion in writing of the principal officer in each of the
executive departments upon any subject relating to his duties. With the advice and consent
of the senate he may appoint notaries public and other officers provided by law. He may
appoint commissioners to take the acknowledgment of deeds or other instruments in
writing to be used in the state. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. He
shall fill any vacancy that may occur in the offices of secretary of state, treasurer, auditor,
attorney general and the other state and district offices hereafter created by law until the
end of the term for which the person who had vacated the office was elected or the first
Monday in January following the next general election, whichever is sooner, and until a
successor is chosen and qualified.

Sec. 4. The term of office of the secretary of state, treasurer, attorney general and state
auditor is four years and until a successor is chosen and qualified. The duties and salaries of
the executive officers shall be prescribed by law.

Sec. 5. In case a vacancy occurs from any cause whatever in the office of gavernor, the
lieutenant governor shall be governor during such vacancy. The compensation of the
lieutenant governor shall be prescribed by law. The last elected presiding officer of the
senate shall become lieutenant governor in case a vacancy occurs in that office. In case the
governor is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the same devolves on
the lieutenant governor. The legislature may provide by law for the case of the removal,
death, resignation, or inability both of the governor and lieutenant governor to discharge
the duties of governor and may provide by law for continuity of government in periods of
emergency resulting from disasters caused by enemy attack in this state, including but not
limited to, succession to the powers and duties of public office and change of the seat of
government.

Sec. 6. Each officer created by this article before entering upon his duties shall take an
oath or affirmation to support the constitution of the United States and of this state and to
discharge faithfully the duties of his office to the best of his judgment and ability.

Sec. 7. The governor, the attorney general and the chief justice of the supreme court
constitute a board of pardons. Its powers and duties shall be defined and regulated by law.
The governor in conjunction with the board of pardons has power to grant reprieves and
pardons after conviction for an offense against the state except in cases of impeachment.

ARTICLE VI
JUDICIARY
Section 1. The judicial power of the state is vested in a supreme court, a district court and

such other courts, judicial officers and commissioners with jurisdiction inferior to the
district court as the legislature may establish.



Sec. 2. The supreme court consists of one chief judge and not less than six nor more than
eight associate judges as the legislature may establish. It shall have original jurisdiction in
such remedial cases as are prescribed by law, and appellate jurisdiction in all cases, but there
shall be no trial by jury in the supreme court.

As provided by law judges of the district court may be assigned temporarily to act as judges
of the supreme court upon its request.

The supreme court shall appoint to serve at its pleasure a clerk, a reporter, a state law
librarian and other necessary employees.

Sec. 3. The district court has original jurisdiction in all civil and criminal cases and shall
have appellate jurisdiction as prescribed by law.

Sec. 4. The number and boundaries of judicial districts shall be established in the manner
provided by law but the office of a district judge shall not be abolished during his term.
There shall be two or more district judges in each district. Each judge of the district court in
any district shall be a resident of that district at the time of his selection and during his
continuance in office.

Sec. 5. Judges of the supreme court and the district court shall be learned in the law. The
qualifications of all other judges and judicial officers shall be prescribed by law. The
compensation of all judges shall be prescribed by the legislature and shall not be diminished
during their term of office.

Sec. 6. A judge of the supreme court or the district court shall not hold any office under
the United States except a commission in a reserve component of the military forces of the
United States and shall not hold any other office under this state. His term of office shall
terminate at the time he files as a candidate for an elective office of the United States or for a
nonjudicial office of this state.

Sec. 7. The term of office of all judges shall be six years and until their successors are
qualified. They shall be elected by the voters from the area which they are to serve in the
manner provided by law.

Sec. 8 Whenever there is avacancy in the office of judge the governor shall appoint in the
manner provided by law a qualified person to fill the vacancy until a successor is elected and
qualified. The successor shall be elected for a six year term at the next general election
occurring more than one year after the appointment.

Sec. 9. The legislature may provide by law for retirement of all judges and for the
extension of the term of any judge who becomes eligible for retirement within three years
after expiration of the term for which he is selected. The legislature may also provide for the
retirement, removal or other discipline of any judge who is disabled, incompetent or guilty
of conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice,

Sec. 710. As provided by law a retired judge may be assigned to hear and decide any cause
over which the court to which he is assigned has jurisdiction.

Sec. 11.  Original jurisdiction in law and equity for the administration of the estates of
deceased persons and all guardianship and incompetency proceedings, including jurisdic-
tion over the administration of trust estates and for the determination of taxes contingent
upon death, shall be provided by law.

Sec. 12. If the probate court is abolished by law, judges of that court who are learned in the
law shall become judges of the court that assumes jurisdiction of matters described in
section 11.

Sec. 13.  There shall be in each county one clerk of the district court whose qualifications,
duties and compensation shall be prescribed by law. He shall serve at the pleasure of a
majority of the judges of the district court in each district.
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ARTICLE VII
ELECTIVE FRANCHISE

Section 1. Every person 18 years of age or more who has been a citizen of the United States
for three months and who has resided in the precinct for 30 days next preceding an election
shall be entitled tovote in that precinct. The place of voting by one otherwise qualified who
has changed his residence within 30 days preceding the election shall be prescribed by law.
The following persons shall not be entitled or permitted to vote at any election in this state:
A person not meeting the above requirements; a person who has been convicted of treason
or felony, unless restored to civil rights; a person under guardianship, or a person who is
insane or not mentally competent.

Sec. 2. For the purpose of voting no person loses residence solely by reason of his absence
while employed in the service of the United States; nor while engaged upon the waters of
this state or of the United States; nor while a student in any institution of learning; nor while
kept at any almshouse or asylum; nor while confined in any public prison. No soldier,
seaman or marine in the army or navy of the United States is a resident of this state solely in
consequence of being stationed within the state.

Sec. 3. Thelegislature shall provide for a uniform oath or affirmation to be administered at
elections and no person shall be compelled to take any other or different form of oath to
entitle him to vote.

Sec. 4. During the day on which an election is held no person shall be arrested by virtue of
any civil process.

Sec. 5. All elections shall be by ballot except for such town officers as may be directed by
law to be otherwise chosen.

Sec. 6. Every person who by the provisions of this article is entitled to vote at any election
and is 21 years of age is eligible for any office elective by the people in the district wherein
he has resided 30 days previous to the election, except as otherwise provided in this
constitution, or the constitution and law of the United States.

Sec. 7. The official year for the state of Minnesota commerces on the first Monday in
January in each year and all terms of office terminate at that time. The general'election shall
be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each even numbered
year.

Sec. 8- The returns of every election for officeholders elected statewide shall be made to
the secretary of state who shall call to his assistance two or more of the judges of the
supreme court and two disinterested judges of the district courts. They shall constitute a
board of canvassers to canvass the returns and declare the result within three days after the
canvass.

ARTICLE VIl
IMPEACHMENT AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

Section 1. The house of representatives has the sole power of impeachment through a
concurrence of a majority of all its members. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate.
When sitting for that purpose, senators shall be upon oath or affirmation to do justice
according to faw and evidence. No person shall be convicted without the concurrence of
two-thirds of the senators present.

Sec. 2. The governor, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, attorney gé&neral and the judges
of the supreme and district courts may be impeached for corrupt conduct in office or for
crimes and misdemeanors; but judgment shall not extend further than to removal from



office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit in this state.
The party convicted shall also be subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment
according to law.

Sec. 3. No officer shall exercise the duties of his office after he has been impeached and
before his acquittal.

Sec. 4. No person shall be tried on impeachment before he has been served with a copy
thereof at least 20 days previous to the day set for trial.

Sec. 5. The legislature of this state may provide for the removal of inferior officers for
malfeasance or nonfeasance in the performance of their duties.

ARTICLE IX
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

Section 1. A majority of the members elected to each house of the legislature may propose
amendments to this constitution. Proposed amendments shall be published with the laws
passed at the same session and submitted to the people for their approval or rejection at a
general election. If a majority of all the electors voting at the election vote to ratify an
amendment, it becomes a part of this constitution.

If two or more amendments are submitted at the same time, voters shall vote for or against
each separately.

Sec. 2. Two-thirds of the members elected to each house of the legislature may submit to
the electors at the next general election the question of calling a convention to revise this
constitution. If a majority of all the electors voting at the election vote for a convention, the
legislature at its next session, shall provide by law for calling the convention. The convention
shall consist of as many delegates as there are members of the house of representatives.
Delegates shall be chosen in the same manner as members of the house of representatives
and shall meet within three months after their election. Section 5 of Article IV of the
constitution does not apply to election to the convention.

Sec. 3. A convention called to revise this constitution shall submit any revision to the
people for approval or rejection at the next general election held not less than 90 days after
submission of the revision. If three-fifths of all the electors voting on the question vote to
ratify the revision, it becomes a new constitution of the state of Minnesota.

ARTICLE X
TAXATION

Section 1. The power of taxation shall never be surrendered, suspended or contracted
away. Taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects and shall be levied and
collected for public purposes, but public burying grounds, public school houses, public
hospitals, academies, colleges, universities, all seminaries of learning, all churches, church
property, houses of worship, institutions of purely public charity, and public property used
exclusively for any public purpose, shall be exempt from taxation except as provided in this
section. There may be exempted from taxation personal property not exceeding in value
$200 for each household, individual or head of a family, and household goods and farm
machinery as the legislature determines. The legislature may authorize