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AUTHORITY AND CONTENTS

The Legislative Manual of 1923 is divided as to contents into three parts.
Part I contains the state organic act, act authorizing a state government, act of
admission, constitutions of the State of Minnesota and the United States, terri-
torial and state government, and legislative statistics. Part II contains history
of state, and review of state departments and institutions. Part III contains
roster of officers of state departments and institutions, county officers and fed-
eral officers appointed from Minnesota, election returns, population and finan-
cial statistics of the state, and such miscellaneous matter of general interest as
has usually been published in the Manual.

The publication of this Manual is biennial, and is authorized under Section
4940 of the General Statutes of 1913,

Distribution is as follows:

Usual copies to cach member of the legislature, including the president of the senate.

Fifty copies to state historical society for exchange with other states.

Five copics to state university.

Three copies to state library.

Two copies to congressional library at Washington.

Two cupies to soldicrs’ home.

Two copies to cach free public library in the state.

Two copics to each public college, scminary or academy in this state.

Two copivs to each state normal school.

Two capics to cach state high school.

One copy to each independent special and common school district in this state.

And the =ecretary of state shall send the number of manuals required to be furnished
said school districts to the county superintendent of scheols of each county.

Onec copy to cach state institution not herein provided for.

One copy to cach clective state officer.

One copy to cach appointed state officer who is the head of any deparument.

One copy to cach ofticer and employe of the house and senate.

One copy to cach supreme and district court judge.

Oue copy to cach United States senator and member of congress from this state.

One copy to cach auditor’s office in this state.

Two hundred and seventy-five copies to remain in the office of the secretary of state for
distribution among the members of the next succeeding legislature.

The remaining copies shall he held for distribution as deemed best.

MIKE HOLM,

Secretary of State.
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CYRUS NORTHROP

At the age of eighty-five years, yet with much of the
bouyant and hopeful spirit of youth, President Northrop in
the school year of 1919-20 wrote for the Minnesota Alumni
Weekly a series of nine contributions, entitled *'Reminiscences,”’
which with much history present also a large wealth of auto-
biography.

Of the first school under his teaching, when fifteen years
old and in his native town, the ''Reminiscences’ contain the
following comments: *“This school was very helpful to me in
all my subsequent work as a teacher. I learned that sweet-
ness and light are more effective than noise and violence, and
I acted accordingly. Most pupils can be led more easily and
comfortably than they can be driven; and a teacher’s loving
interest in a pupil's progress is more inspiring than any other
form of compulsion.” .

Cyrus Northrop was born September 30, 1834, in the
little town of Ridgefield, Connecticut; and he died in his eighty-
eighth year, April 3, 1922, at his home in Minneapolis. His
father was a farmer, in the fifth generation of descent from
Joseph Northrop, an immigrant from England to Boston in
1637, who in the next year came to New Haven.

He was graduated from Yale College in 1857, and from
its Law School in 1859. During the presidential campaign of
1860 he made many addresses for the Republican Party, in
towns and cities of Connecticut and New York. In 1861 he
was assistant clerk of the Connecticut House of Representa-
tives, was its clerk for the next year, and in 1863 was elected
clerk of the Senate. During the last year of his service for
the state legislature, he was editor of the New Haven Palla-
dium, writing the editorials for both the morning and evening
editions,

Through twenty-one years, from 1863 to 1884, he was
professor of rhetoric and English literature in Yale College:
and through the next twenty-seven years, to 1911, he was
president of the University of Minnesota. He has been de-
servedly called by President Thwing, of the Western Reserve
University, “the greatest citizen of his time in his adopted
state."”’ .

The Board of Regents of the University, in a memorial
resolution, noted his noble qualities of mind and heart, his

.
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gracious tact and grand efficiency, in part as follows: “‘The
memory of President Northrop abides in all his works and in
the lives he lifted to higher planes and nobler purposes. The
clasp of his ‘hand, the sound of his voice, the kindly smile,
his word of commendation, have changed the course of count-
less human lives and directed them to better things. His work
as president of the University of Minnesota is written in the
history of its advance between 1884 and 1911, from a small
college to a great and complex institution ministering to the
varied educational needs of an imperial state. Wise in coun-
sel, kindly in administration, high minded in the conception
of aims, he unified all the agencies of the University into the
creation of the greatest asset of a commonwealth, men and
women of intelligence and character.”

William Watts Folwell, closely associated with President
Northrop since his coming to Minnesota, wrote: “To some of
us he was especially endeared as neighbor, friend and counsel-
lor, brother in Christ, or professional colleague; he was loved
and admired by all for his character, his nobly simple life, his
extraordinary gifts as an orator, and his devotion to duty and
service. His wisdom was consummate. He had no airy ro-
mantic schemes of education; but taking people, and especially
young people, as he saw them with his unclouded vision, he
strove to make the most of existing facilities as approved by
experience. Taking regents and faculties as he found them,
he planned no revolution, but with unerring sagacity secured
the best of individual effort and general co-operation. He
appreciated science, he appreciated literature and art, but
what he most desired was to have the University remain a
place of training for character, noble aspiration, and devotion
to service. What he thus inspired by precept he taught by
example.”

Along the sidewalks of the streets, and on the University
Campus, while the procession of the funeral of President
Northrop passed from the church to the University Library and
to the cemetery, were multitudes in silent reverence and affec-
tion, including the University students and hundreds of young
school children, who had known and loved him as teacher,
neighbor, and genial friend. We thank God for his useful
fife. e

WARREN UPHAM.
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IRA B. MILLS
Born Jan. 14, 1851 Died May 3, 1921

Ira B. Mills was born at Scotchtown, N. Y., January 14,
1851. He was graduated from Albany Law school in 1872, and
settled in Moorhead, Minn., in 1881 and practiced law until
elected judge of the Fourteenth district court. Appointed as-
sistant attorney general January 2, 1893 and as a member of
Railroad and Warehouse commission later that year. He
served from 1893 to 1899 and from 1901 to his death. Fidel-
ity to the trust imposed by the people was always his first
thought. Judge Mills’ knowledge of railroad law gave him a
nation-wide reputation and most of the laws affecting transpor-
tation enacted by the Minnesota Legislature were drafted by
him,

C. C. ANDREWS
Born, October 27, 1829. Died, September 22, 1922.

Giving seventy odd years of service to his state, from the
time he was elected a state senator in 1858 to the time of his
death in 1922, Christopher C. Andrews carved a name for
himself that stands for service, especially among the older gen-
eration. He was born in Hillsboro, N. H.; admitted to the bar
of Massachusetts in 1850. Served as colonel of the Third
Regiment, Minnesota volunteers, in the Civil War, and as briga-
dier general and brevet major general of volunteers; was
United States minister at Stockholm, 1869-1877. His report
on the forestry system of Sweden was published by the depart-
ment of the state in 1872, He was a member of the first
American forestry congress at Cincinnati, 1882.

IN MEMORIAM
State officials who died in office during 1921 and 1922:

Dr. Pierre A. Hilbert C. H. Christopherson
(Board of Contral) (Asst. Atty. Gen))
A. C. Clausen Rukard Hurd
(Railway Com.) (Dir. of Mines)
Dr. C. T. Smith A. H. Turritin
(Health Bd. Sec'y.) (Governor’s Sec’y.)
Senator W. A. Nolan Senator L. H. Nord
C. T. Kelley Judge Ralph J. Parker
(Immigration Dept.) (Former Speaker)
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ORGANIC ACT OF MINNESOTA.

An act to establish the Territorial Government of Minnesota.
[{Passed March 3, 1849.]

SecTiON 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the
passage of this act, all that part of the territory of the United States which
lies within the following limits, to-wit: Beginning in the Mississippi river at
the point where the line of forty-three degrees and thirty minutes of north
latitude crosses the same; thence running due west on said line, which is the
northern boundary of the state of Iowa, to the northwest corner of the said
state of Iowa; thence southerly along the western boundary of said state to
the point where said boundary strikes the Missouri river; thence up the middle
of the main channel of the Missouri river to the mouth of White Earth river;
thence up the middle of the main channel of the White Earth river to the
boundary line between the possessions of the United States and Great Britain,
thence east and south of east along the boundary line between the possessions of
the United States and Great Britain to Lake Superior; thence in a straight line
to the northernmost point of the state of Wisconsin in Lake Superior; thence
along the western boundary line of said state of Wisconsin to the Mississippi
river; thence down the main channel of said river to the place of beginning, be
and the same is hereby erected into a temporary government by the name of the
Territory of Minnesota; provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be
construed to inhibit the government of the United States from dividing said
Territory into two or more territories, in such manner and at such times as
congress shall deem convenient and proper, or from attaching any portion of
said Territory to any other state or territory of the United States.

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive power and authority
in and over said Territory of Minnesota shall be vested in a governor, who
shall hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall be appointed
and qualified, unless sooner removed by the president of the United States. The
governor shall reside within said Territory; shall be commander-in-chief of the
militia thereof; shall perform the duties and receive the emoluments of super-
intendent of Indian affairs. He may grant pardons for offenses against the law
of said Territory, and reprieves for offenses against the laws of the United
States until the decision of the president can he made known thereon: he shall
commission all officers who shall be appointed to office under the laws of the
said Territory, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

7
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8 ORGANIC ACT OF MINNESOTA.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a secretary of said
Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold his office for four years, unless
sooner removed by the president of the United States; he shall record and
preserve all the laws and proceedings of the legislative assembly hereinafter
constituted, and all the acts and proceedings of the governor in his executive
department ; he shall transmit one copy of the laws and one copy of the executive
proceedings, on or before the first day of December in each year, to the presi-
dent of the United States, and at the same time two copies of the laws to the
speaker of the house of representatives, and the president of the senate for the
use of Congress. And in case of the death, removal, resignation, or necessary
absence of the governor from the Territory, the secretary shall be and he is
hereby authorized and required to execute and perform all the powers and the
duties of the governor during such vacancy or necessary absence, or until another
governor shall be duly appointed to fill such vacancy.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power and authority
of said Territory shall be vested in the governor and a legislative assembly.
The legislative assembly shall consist of a council and house of representatives.
The council shall consist of nine members having the qualifications of voters,
as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of service shall continue two years. The
house of representatives shall, at its first session, consist of eighteen members,
possessing the same qualifications as prescribed for members of the council, and
whose term of service shall continue one year. The number of councilors and
representatives may be increased by the legislative assembly, from time to time,
in proportion to the increase of population; provided, that the whole number
shall never exceced fifteen councilors and thirty-nine representatives. An ap-
portionment shall be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several
counties or districts for the election of the council and representatives, giving
to each section of the Territory representation in the ratio of its population,
Indians excepted, as nearly as may be. And the members of the council and of
the house of representatives shall reside in and be inhabitants of the districts
for which they may be elected, respectively. Previous to the first election, the
governor shall cause a census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the several
counties and districts of the Territory to be taken, and the first election shall
be held at such time and places and be conducted in such manner as the governor
shall appoint and direct. and he shall, at the same time, declare the number of
members of the council and house of representatives to which each of the
counties and districts shall be entitled under this act.

The number of persons authorized to be elected having the highest number
of votes, in each of said council districts for members of the council, shall be
declared by the governor to be duly elected to the council, and the person or
persons authorized to be elected, having the greatest number of votes for the
house of representatives, equal to the number to which each county or district
shall be entitled, shall also be declared by the governor to be duly elected
members of the house of representatives; provided, that in case of a tie between
two or more persons voted for, the governor shall order a new clection to supply
the vacancy made by such tie. And the persons thus elected to the legislative
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ORGANIC ACT OF MINNESOTA. 9

assembly shall meet at such place on such day as the governor shall appoint, but
thereafter the time, place and manner of holding and conducting all elections
by the people, and the apportioning of the representation in the several counties
or districts to the council and house of representatives, according to the popula-
tion, shall be prescribed by law, as well as the day of the commencement of the
regular session of the legislative assembly; provided, that no one session shall
exceed the term of sixty days.

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every free white male inhabitant
above the age oi twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of said
Territory at the time of the passage of this act, shall be entitled to vote at the
first election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said Territory; but
the qualifications of voters and of holding office at all subsequent ¢lections shall
be such as shall be prescribed by the legislative assembly ; provided, that the right
of suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised only by citizens of the United
States and those who shall have declared on oath their intention to become
such, and shall have taken an oath to support the constitution of the United
States and the provisions of this act.

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power of the Terri-
tory shall extend to all rightful subjects of legislation, consistent with the
Constitution of the United States and the provisions of this act; but no law
shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shall
be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor shall the lands or other
property of non-residents be taxed higher than the lands or other property of
residents, All the laws passed by the legislative assembly and governor shall
be submitted to the Congress of the United States, and if disapproved shall be
null and of no effect. ’

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township, district and county
officers, not herein otherwise provided for, shall be appointed or elected, as the
case may be, in such manner as shall be provided by the governor and legislative
assembly of the Territory of Minnesota. The governor shall nominate and, by
and with the advice and consent of the legislative council, appoint all officers
not herein otherwise provided for, and, in the first instance, the governor alone
may appoint all said officers, who shall hold their offices until the end of the
next session of the legislative assembly,

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no member of the legislative
assembly shall hold or be appointed to any office which shall have been created,
or the salary or emoluments of which shall have been increased, while he was
a member, during the term for which he was elected, and for one year after
the expiration of such term; and no person holding a commission or appoint-
ment under the United States, except postmasters, shall be a member of the
legislative assembly, or shall hold any office under the government of said
Territory.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power of said Territory
shall be vested in a supreme court, district courts, probate courts, and in justices
of the peace. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and two asso-
ciate justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and who shall hold
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10 ORGANIC ACT OF MINNESOTA.

a term at the seat of government of said Territory annually; and they shall
hold their offices during the period of four years. The said Territory shall be
divided into three judicial districts, and a district court shall be held in each
of said districts by one of the justices of the supreme court, at such time and
places as may be prescribed by law; and the said judges shall, after their ap-
pointment, respectively, reside in the districts which shall be assigned them.
The jurisdiction of the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and
original, and that of probate courts and justices of the peace, shall be as limited
by law; provided, that the justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any
matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may be in dispute,
or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars; and the
said supreme and district courts, respectively, shall possess chancery as well as
common law jurisdiction. Each district court, or the judges thereof, shall ap-
point its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, and shall keep his
office at the place where the court may be held. Writs of error, bills of ex-
ception and appeals shall be allowed in all cases from the final decisions of
said district courts to the supreme court, under such regulations as may be
prescribed by law, but in no case removed to the supreme court shall trial by
jury be allowed in said court. The supreme court, or the justices thereof, shall
appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the
court for which he shall have been appointed. Writs of error and appeals from
the final decisions of said supreme court shall be allowed, and may be taken
to the supreme court of the United States, in the same manner and under the
same regulations as from the circuit courts of the United States, where the
value of the property or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the
oath or affirmation of either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed
one thousand dollars; and each of the said district courts shall have and exercise
the same jurisdiction, in all cases arising under the constitution and laws of
the United States, as is vested in the circuit and district courts of the United
States; and the first six days of every term of said courts, or so much thereof
as shall be necessary, shall be appropriated to the trial of causes arising under
the said constitution and laws; and writs of error and appeal in all such cases
shall be made to the supreme court of said Territory, the same as in other
cases. The said clerk shall receive in all such cases the same fees which the
clerks of the district courts of the late Wisconsin Territory received for similar
services.

Skc. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed an attorney
for said Territory, who shall continue in ofice for four years, unless sooner
removed by the president, and who shall receive the same fees and salary as the
attorney of the United States for the late Territory of Wisconsin received.
There shall also be a marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall hold his
office for four years, unless sooner removed by the president, and who shall
execute all processes issuing from the said courts, when exercising their juris-
diction as circuit and district courts of the United States; he shall perform the
duties, be subject to the same regulations and penaltics, and be entitled to the
same fees as the marshal of the district court of the United States for the late
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ORGANIC ACT OF MINNESOTA. 11

Territory of Wisconsin; and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars
annually as a compensation for extra services.

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary, chief
justice and associate justices, attorney and marshal, shall be nominated and by
and with the advice and consent of the senate, appointed by the president of the
United States. The governor and secretary to be appointed as aforesaid shall, be-
fore they act as such, respectively, take an oath or affirmation, before the district
judge, or some justice of the peace in the limits of said Territory, duly author-
ized to administer oaths and affirmations by the laws now in force therein, or
before the chief justice, or some associate justice of the supreme court of the
United States, to support the constitution of the United States, and faithfully
to discharge the duties of their respective offices, which said oaths, when so
taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the same shall Have been taken,
and such certificates shall be received and recorded by the said secretary among
the executive proceedings; and the chief justice and associate justices, and all
other civil officers in said Territory, before they act as such, shall take a like
oath or affirmation, before the said governor or secretary, or some judge or
justice of the peace of the Territory, who may be duly commissioned and quali-
fied, which said oath or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted, by the
person taking the same, to the secretary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; and
afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall be taken, certified and recorded in
such manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The governor shall receive
an annual salary of $1,500 as governor, and $1,000 as superintendent of Indian
affairs. The chief justice and associate justice shall each receive an annual
salary of $1,800. The secretary shall receive an annual salary of $1,800. The
said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, at the treasury of the United States.
The members of the legislative assembly shall be entitled to receive three dollars
each per day during their attendance at the session thereof, and three dollars
each for every twenty miles traveled in going to and returning from the said
sessions, estimated according to the nearest usually traveled route. There shall
be appropriated, annually, the sum of $1,000, to be expended by the governor to
defray the contingent expenses of the Territory; and there shall also he ap-
propriated, annually, a sufficient sum to be expended by the secretary of the
Territory, and upon an estimate to be made by the secretary of the treasury of
the United States, to defray the expenses of the legislative assembly, the print-
ing of the laws, and other incidental expenses, and the secretary of the Territory
shall annually account to the secretary of the treasury of the United States for
the manner in which the aforesaid sum shall have been expended.

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of the said Terri-
tory shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges and immunities heretofore
granted and secured to the Territory of Wisconsin and to its inhabitants; and
the laws in force in the Territory of Wisconsin at the date of the admission of
the State of Wisconsin shall continue to be valid and operative therein, so far as
the same be not incompatible with the provisions of this act, subject, neverthe-
less, to be altered, modified or repealed by the governor and legislative assembly
of the said Territory of Minnesota: and the laws of the United States are
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12 ORGANIC ACT OF MINNESOTA.

hereby extended over and declared to be in force in said Territory, so far as the
same, or any provision thereof, may be applicable,

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the legislative assembly of the
Territory of Minnesota shall hold its first session in St. Paul; and at said first
session the governor and legislative assembly shall locate and establish a tem-
porary seat of government for said Territory, at such place as they may deem
eligible; and shall at such time as they shall see proper prescribe by law the
manner of locating the permanent seat of government of said Territory by a
vote of the people. And the sum of twenty thousand dollars, out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated and granted
to said Territory of Minnesota, to be applied by the governor and legislative
assembly to the erection of suitable public buildings at the seat of government.

Sec. 14. A%nd be it further enacted, That a delegate of the house of repre-
sentatives of the United States, to serve for the term of two years, may be
elected by the voters qualified to elect members of the legislative assembly, who
shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed
by the delegates from the several other territories of the United States to the
said house of representatives. The first election shall be held at such times
and places and be conducted in such manner as the governor shall appoint and
direct; and at all subsequent elections the times, places and manner of holding
the elections shall be prescribed by law. The person having the greatest number
of votes shall be declared by the governor to be duly elected, and a certificate
thereof shall be given accordingly.

Skc. 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process and proceedings,
civil and criminal, at law or in chancery, and all indictments and informations,
which shall be pending and undetermined in the courts of the Territory of Wis-
consin, within the limits of said Territory of Minnesota, when this act shall take
effect, shall be transferred to be heard, tried, prosecuted and determined in the
district courts hereby established, which may include the counties or districts
where any such proceedings may be pending. All bonds, recognizances, and
obligations of every kind whatsoever, valid under the existing laws, within the
limits of said Territory, shall be valid under this act; and all crimes and mis-
demeanors against the laws, in force within said limits, may be prosecuted, tried,
and punished in the courts established by this act; and all penalties, forfeitures,
actions and causes of action may be recovered under this act the same as they
would have been under the laws in force within the limits composing said Terri-
tory at the time this act shall go into operation,

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That all justices of the peace, con-
stables, sheriffs, and all other judicial and ministerial officers, who shall be
in office within the limits of said Territory when this act shall take effect, shall
be and they are hereby authorized and required to continue to exercise and
perform the duties of their respective offices as officers of the Territory of
Minnesota, temporarily, and until they or others shall be duly appointed and
qualified to fill their places, in the manner herein directed, or until their offices

shall be abolished.
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Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of $5,000 be and the
same is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise
appropriated, to be expended by and under the direction of the said governor of
the Territory of Minnesota, in the purchase of a library, to be kept at the seat
of government for the use of the governor, legislative assembly, judges of the
supreme court, secretary, marshal, and attorneys of said Territory, and such
other persons and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by law.

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in said Territory
shall be surveyed under the direction of the government of the United States,
preparatory to bringing the same into market, sections numbered sixteen and
thirty-six in each township in said Territory shall be and the same are hereby
reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools in said Territory, and in
the state and territories hereafter to be erected out of the same.

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That temporarily, and until otherwise
provided by law, the governor of said Territory may define the judicial districts
of said Territory, and assign the judges who may be appointed for said Terri-
tory to the several districts, and also appoint the times and places for holding
courts in the several counties or subdivisions in each of said judicial districts,
by proclamation to be issued by him; but the legislative assembly, at their first
or any subsequent session, may organize, alter or modify such judicial districts,
and assign the judges, and alter the times and places of holding the courts, as
to them shall seem proper and convenient.

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That every bill which shall or may pass
the council and house of representatives, shall, before it becomes a law, be
presented to the governor of the Territory; if he approve, he shall sign it; but if
not he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which it originated;
which shall cause the objections to be entered at large upon their journal, and
proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house
shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the
other house, by which it shall also be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds
of that house it shall become a law; but in all such cases the votes of both
houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons
voting for or against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house,
respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor within three days
(Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall
be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the legislative assembly, by
adjournment, prevent it, in which case it shall not become a law.
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MINNESOTA STATE SEAL

The state seal is similar in design to the territorial seal, although various
other devices were proposed at different periods and even adopted by laws.

First official reference to the seal appears in the message of Governor
Ramsey to the first territorial legislature, Sept. 9, 1849. An impression of a
temporary seal and a design for a permanent seal were submitted with a request
that the latter be approved, with any modifications desired, and adopted for use,
A legislative committee, Oct. 31, recommended as a seal device, “an every-day
scene, consisting of an Indian family with their lodge, canoe, etc.,, and a single
white man visiting them, with no other protection than the feeling of hospi-

tality and friendship existing between the two people. The white man is
receiving from the Indian the pipe of peace.” That seal was authorized by law

but never used.
The new seal depicted instead a scene at St. Anthony Falls, as shown in

the accompanying engraving. The earlier proposal may have influenced the
design, but substitution of the musket and powderhorn for the pipe of peace
may have had special significance. The motto, “Quo sursum velo videre” the
third word a misprint for “volo,” was selected by H. H. Sibley, while a delegate
in congress. Governor Ramsey commissioned D. O. Hare of Washington to
engrave ihe seal and the cost was $157.

Although ridiculed by journalists as representing “a scared white man and
an astonished Indian,” and “a man plowing one way and looking another,” the
territorial seal was used until the adoption of the state seal in 1858,

During the first session of the state legislature, assembled Dec. 2, 1857,
Charles F. Lowe, a member of the convention of 1857 which drafted the state
constitution, including a provision directing the legislature to provide for an
appropriate device and motto for a state seal, procured from Mr. Buechner, a
St. Paul artist, a design shown on page 658 of W. H. C. Folsom’s “Fifty Years

in the Northwest.”
It seems to have failed of adoption, however, for the state government

upon beginning operations in May, 1858, was without a state seal. Authorizing
temporary use of the territorial seal, Governor Sibley brought up the subject
at the adjourned legislative session in June and a special committee was named.
W. H. C. Folsom, chairman, sccured an elaborate design which on July 16 was
adopted by joint resolution. When the new seal was delivered, however, it
was found that legislative intent had failed again and in place of the elaborate
design one resembling that of the territorial seal was used, as it appears in
the illustration. The word “state” was added and the date of admission substi-
tuted for the territorial year. The motto was changed to “L’Etoile du Nord.”
translated “the North Star.” The Minnesotian published articles ridiculing the
French motto and declaring that Governor Sibley had chosen it simply because
he spoke that language.

(14;
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ACT
AUTHORIZING A STATE GOVERNMENT.

[Passed Fcb. 26, 1837.]

SectioN 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and IHouse of Representatives of
the United States of America, tn Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of
that portion of the Territory of Minnesota which is embraced witRin the follow-
ing limits, to-wit: Beginning at the point in the center of the main channel
of the Red River of the North, where the boundary line between the United
States and the British Possessions crosses the same; thence up the main channel
of said river to that of the Bois de Sioux river; thence up the main channel of
said river to Lake Traverse; thence up the center of said lake to the southern
extremity thereof, thence in a direct line to the head of Big Stone lake; thence
through its center to its outlet; thence by a due south line to the north line of
the State of Iowa; thence along the northern boundary of said state to the main
channel of the Mississippi river; thence up the main channel of said river, and
following the boundary line of the State of Wisconsin, until the same intersects
with the St. Louis river; thence down the said river to and through Lake Su-
perior, on the boundary line of Wisconsin and Michigan, until it intersects
the dividing line between the United States and the British Possessions; thence
up Pigeon river and following said dividing line to the place of beginning, be
and they hereby are authorized to form for themselves a constitution and state
government by the name of the State of Minnesota, and to come into the Union
on an equal footing with the original states, according to the Federal Con-
stitution,

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the State of Minnesota shall have
concurrent jurisdiction on the Mississippi and all other rivers and waters border-
ing on the said State of Minnesota, so far as the same shall form a common
boundary to said state and any state or states now or hercafter to be formed or
bounded by the same; and said river or waters lcading into the same shall be
common highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of said state
as to all other citizens of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost, or toll
therefor.

Skc. 3. cAnd be it further enacted, That on the first Monday in June next,
the legal voters in each representative district then existing within the limits
of the proposed state, are herchy authorized to clect two delegates for each
represcentative to which said district shall be entitled according to the appor-

(18)
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ACT AUTHORIZING A STATE GOVERNMENT. 17

tionment for representatives to the territorial legislature; which election for
delegates shall be held and conducted, and the returns made, in all respects in
conformity with the laws of said Territory regulating the election of represen-
tatives, and the delegates so elected 'shall assemble at the capitol of said Terri-
tory on the second Monday in July next, and first determine by a vote whether
it is the wish of the people of the proposed State to be admitted into the Union
at that time; and if so, shall proceed to form a constitution, and take all
necessary steps for the establishment of a state government, in conformity with
the Federal Constitution, subject to the approval and ratification of the people
of the proposed State.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in the event said convention shall
decide in favor of the immediate admission of the proposed State into the
Union, it shall be the duty of the United States marshal for said Territory to
proceed to take a census or enumeration of the inhabitants within the limits
of the proposed State, under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by
the secretary of the interior, with the view of ascertaining the number of repre-
sentatives to which said State may be entitled in the Congress of the United
States. And said State shall be entitled to one representative, and such addi-
tional representatives as the population of the State shall, according to the
census, show it would be entitled to according to the present ratio of repre-
sentation.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the following propositions be and
the same are hereby offered to the said convention of the people of Minnesota
for their free acceptance or rejection, which, if accepted by the convention,
shall be obligatory on the United States, and upon the said State of Minnesota,
to-wit: :

First—That sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in every township of
public lands in said State, and where either of said sections, or any part thereof,
has been sold or otherwise been disposed of, other lands, equivalent thereto,
and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to said State for the use of
schools.

Second—That seventy-two sections of land shall be set apart and reserved
for the use and support of a state university, to be selected by the governor of
said State, subject to the approval of the commissioner at the general land
office, and to be appropriated and applied in such manner as the legislature of
said State may prescribe; for'the purpose aforesaid, but for no other purpose.

Third—Ten entire sections of land to be selected by the governor of said
State, in legal subdivisions, shall be granted to said State for the purpose of
completing the public buildings, or for the erection of others at the seat of
government, under the direction of the legislature thereof.

Fourth—That all salt springs within said State, not exceeding twelve in
number, with six sections of land adjoining or as contiguous as may be to each,
shall be granted to said State for its use; and the same to be selected by the
governor thereof within one year after the admission of said State, and, when
so selected, to be used or disposed of on such terms, conditions and regulations
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18 ACT AUTHORIZING A STATE GOVERNMENT.

as the legislature shall direct; provided, that no salt spring or land the right
whereof is now vested in any individual or in individuals, or which may be
hereafter confirmed or adjudged to any individual or individuals, shall by this
article be granted to said State.

Fifth—That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales of all public lands
lying within said State, which shall be sold by Congress after the admission
of said State into the Union, after deducting all the expenses incident to the
same, shall be paid to said State for the purpose of making public roads and
internal improvements as the legislature shall direct; provided, the foregoing
propositions herein offered are on the condition that the said convention which
shall form the constitution of said State shall provide, by a clause in said con-
stitution, or an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent of the United States,
that said State shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil within
the same by the United States, or with any regulations Congress may find
necessary for securing the title in said soil to bona fide purchasers thereof ; and
that no tax shall be imposed on lands belonging to the United States, and that
in no case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents.
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MINNESOTA STATE FLAG.

The State Legislature of 1893, by Chapter 16, provided for the adoption
of a state flag.

Mrs. Franklyn L. Greenleaf, Mrs. A. A. White, Mrs. Edward Durant, Mrs.
F. B. Clarke, Mrs. H. F. Brown and Mrs. A. T. Stebbins were by this act named
and designated a commission to select and adopt an appropriate design for a
state flag. .

Conformably to the provision of this act, this commission called for designs,
and on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 1893, met, selected and adopted the design presented
by Mrs. Edward H. Center, of Minneapolis.

Following is a description of the flag: “The ground is of white silk, and
the reverse side of blue silk, bordered with bullion fringe. In the center is the
state seal, wreathed with white moccasin flowers, on a blue ground. The red
ribbon of the seal bearing the motto is continued through the wreath, entwining
the blossoms and floating carelessly over the lower portion of the flag. It bears,
in gold, the dates 1819, the time of the settlement of Minnesota, and 1893.
Above, also in gold, is the date 1858, the time of the admission of Minnesota to
the Union. Below the design, in gold letters, is wrought ‘Minnesota.” Grouped
around the seal are nineteen stars in the design of star points, with the North
Star, significant of the North Star State, in a group of three at the top.”

The choice of the number nineteen is a peculiarly happy one, as Minnesota
was the nineteenth state, after the original thirteen, to be admitted to the Union.
The standard to the flag was surmounted by a golden gopher, and tied with a
gold cord and tassel. The execution of the design is entirely in needle work.

am
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Under the enabling act of Congress, approved March 3, 1857, a constitutional convention
of one hundred and eight members (each council district to elect two for each councilman and
representative it was entitled to) was authorized to meet at the capitol on the second Monday
in July, to frame a state constitution, and submit it to the people of the territory. The
election was held on the first Monday in June. On July 13th the delegates met, but, a dis-
agreement arising in the organization, the Republican members organized one body, and the
Democratic members organized separately. Each of these bodies, claiming to be the legal
constitutional convention, proceeded with the work of forming an instrument to be submitted
to the people. After some days an understanding was effected between them, and, by means
of committees of conference, the same constitution was framed and adopted by both bodies.
On being submitted to the people October 13th, it was ratified.

RepubLicaN WinG.—Assembled July 13; dissolved August 29. 59 Members. St. A, D.
Balcombe, President; L. A. Babcock, Secretary.

1. P. A. Cederstam, W. H. C. Folsom. 2. L. K. Stannard, Charles F. Lowe. 3. S. W.
Putnam, D. M. Hall, D. A Secombe, P. Winnell, L. C. Walker, J. H. Murphy. 4. Charles
McClure, Aaron C. Hudson, George Watson, Frank Mantor, Joseph Peckham. 5. Fred Ayer.
6. John W. North, Thomas Bolles, Oscar F. Perkins, Thomas Foster, Thomas J. Galbraith,
D. D. Dickinson. 8. Alanson B. Vaughn, C. W. Thompson, John A. Anderson, Charles A.
Coe, N. P. Colburn, James A. McCann, H. A. Billings, Charles Ianson, H. W. Holley, John
Cleghorn, A. H. Butler, Robert Lyle, Boyd Phelps. 9. St. A. D. Balcombe, Wm. H. Mills,
Charles Garrish, Simlow Harding, Nathan B. Robbins, W. J. Duly, Samuel A. Kemp, Thomas
Wilson, David L. King, Benjamin C. Baldwin. 10. Amos Coggswell, Lewis McCune, Edwin
Page Davis. 11. Cyrus Aldrich, Wentworth ITayden, R. L. Bartholomew, W. F. Russell,
Henry Eschlie, Charles B. Sheldon, David Morgan, E. N. Bates, Albert W. Combs, T. D.
Smith, B. E. Messer,

Democratic WinG.—Assembled July 13; dissolved August 29. 53 Members. H. H.
Sibley, President; J. J. Noah, Secretary.

1. William Holcombe, James S. Norris, Henry N. Setzer, Gold T. Curtis, Charles G.
Ieonard, Newington Gilbert, Chas. E. Butler, R. H. Sanderson. 2. George L. Becker, Moses
Sherburne, D. A. J. Baker, Lafayette Emmett, William P. Murray, W. A. Gorman, Wm. H.
Taylor, John S. Prince, Patrick Nash, Wm. B. McGrorty, Paul Faber, Michael E. Ames.
3. B. B. Meeker, Wm. M. TLashells, C. A. Tuttle, C. L. Chase. 4. Edwin C. Stacy. 5. Daniel
Gilman, H. C. Wait, J. C. Shepley, William Sturgis, J. W. Tenvoorde, W. W. Kingsbury,
R. H. Barrett. 6. Ienry H. Sibley, Robert Kenuedy, Daniel J. Burns, Frank Warner,
William A. Davi-, Joseph Burwell, Henry G. Bailey, Andrew Keegan. 7. James McFetridge,
J. P. Wilson, J. Jerome, Xavier Cantell, Joseph Rollette, T.ouis Vasseur. 8. James C. Day.
10. Joseph R. Brown, C. E. Flandrau, Francis Baasen, William B. McMahan, J. H. Swan.
11. Alfred E. Ames,
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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

STATE OF MINNESOTA,

Adopted October 13, 1857. Ayes, 30,055; Nays, 571

ARTICLE— ARTICLES—

1. Bill of rights. 9. Finances of the state and banks and

2. Name and boundaries. banking.

3. Distribution of the powers of govern- 10. quporauons having no banking priv.
ment. ileges.

4. Legislative department. 11. Counties and townships.

5. Executive department. 12, Of the militia.

6. Judiciary. 13. Impeachment and removal from office

7. lective Franchise. . 14. Amendments to the constitution.

8. School funds, education and science. 15. Miscellaneous subjects schedule.

16. Trunk Highway System.

Preamble. We, the people of the State of Minnesota, grateful to God for our
civil and religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its blessings and se-
cure the same to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution:

ARTICLE I

BILL OF RIGHTS.

Object of government. Secrion 1. Government is instituted for the
security, benefit and protection of the people, in whom all political power is
inherent, together with the right to alter, modify or reform such govern-
ment, whenever the public good may require it.

Rights and Privileges. Sec. 2. No member of this State shall be dis
franchised, or deprived of any of the rights or privileges secured to any citi
zen thereof, unless by the law of the land, or the judgment of his peers.
There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the State other

wise than in the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall have been
duly convicted.

Liberty of the press. Sec. 3. The liberty of the press shall forever re-
main inviolate, and all persons may freely speak, write and publish their
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of such right.

Trial by jury. Sec. 4. The right of trial by jury shall remain invio-
late, and shall extend to all cases at law without regard to the amount in
controversy, but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all cases

(21)
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22 - CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.

in the manner prescribed by law; [and the legislature may provide that
the agreement of five-sixths of any jury in any civil action or proceeding,
after not less than six (6) hours’ deliberation, shall be a sufficient verdict
therein.}*

No excessive bail or unusual punishments. Sec. 5. Excessive bail shall
not be required, nor shall excessive fines be imposed; nor shall cruel or
unusual punishments be inflicted.

Rights of accused in criminal prosecutions. Sec. 6. In all criminal
prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial,
by an impartial jury of the county or district wherein the crime shall have
been committed, which county or district shall have been previously ascer-
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusa-
tion, to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of
counsel in his defense. (a)

Further rights of accused—when bailable. Sec. 7. No person shall be
held to answer for a criminal offense without due process of law, and no
person for the same offense shall be put twice in jeopardy of punishment,
nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself,
nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law. All
persons shall before conviction be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for
capital offenses when the proof is evident or the presumption great; and
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless
when in case of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require.

Redress of injuries or wrongs. Sec. 8. Every person is entitled to a
certain remedy in the laws for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive
in his person, property or character; he ought to obtain justice freely and
without purchase; completely and without denial; promptly and without delay,
conformable to the laws.

Treason defined. Sec. 9. Treason against the State shall consist only
in levying war against the same, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them
aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the
testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open
court.

Right against unreasonable searches. Sec. 10. The right of the people
to be secure in their persons, houses, ‘papers, and effects, against unreason-
able searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall
issue but upon probable cause, supported by cath or affirmation, and par-
ticularly describing the place to be searched and the person or things to
be seized.

*The clause in hrackets was adopted Nov. 4, 1890.
(a) The jury contemplated by article 1, section 6, securing the right te jury trial in

criminal cases, is a body of twelve men, and it is error to try a party charged with crime
in a justice court, against his oljection, with a jury of six. The fact that he mav appeal
to the district court, on entering into recognizance with surecties, does not change the rule.
14 Minn. 330.
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CONSTITUTION OF TIIE STATE OF MINNESOTA. 23

Prohibits ex post facto laws, or laws impairing contracts. Sec. 11. No
bill of attainder, ex post facto law, nor any law impairing the obligation of
contracts shall ever be passed, and no conviction shall work corruption of
blood or forfeiture of estate.

Imprisonment for debt—property exemption. Sec. 12. No person shall
be imprisoned for debt in this State, (a) but this shall not prevent the legis-
lature from providing for imprisonment, or holding to bail, persons charged
with fraud in contracting said debt. A reasonable amount of property shall
be exempt from seizure or sale for the payment of any debt or liability. The
amount of such exemption shall be determined by law. [Provided, how-
ever, that all property so exempted shall be liable to seizure and sale for
any debts incurred to any person for work done or materials furnished in
the construction, repair or improvement of the same, and provided further,
that such liability to seizure and sale shall also extend to all real property
for any debt incurred to any laborer or servant for labor or service per-
formed.]* ’

Private property for public use. Sec. 13. Private property shall not
be taken, destroyed or damaged for public use without just compensation
therefor, first paid or secured. t

Military power subordinate. Sec. 14. The military shall be subordi-
nate to the civil power, and no standing army shall be kept up in this State
in times of peace.

Lands declared allodial—leases, when void. Sec. 15. All lands within
the State are declared to be allodial, and feudal tenures of every description,
with all their incidents, are prohibited. Leases and grants of agricultural
lands for a longer period than twenty-one years hereafter made, in which
shall be reserved any rent or service of any kind, shall be void.

Freedom of conscience—no preference to be given to any religious
establishment or mode of worship. Sec. 16, The enumeration of rights in
this constitution shall not be construed to deny or impair others retained by
and inherent in the people. The right of every man to worship God accord-
ing to the dictates of his own conscience shall never be infringed, nor shall
any man be compelled to attend, erect or support any place of worship, or to
maintain any religious or ecclesiastical ministry, against his consent; nor
shall any control of or interference with the rights of conscience be per-
mitted, or any preference be given by law to any religious establishment
or mode of worship; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be
so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices incon-
sistent with the peace or safety of the State, nor shall any money be drawn
from the treasury for the benefit of any religious societies, or religious or
theological seminaries.

(a) 23 Minn. 1; 23 Minn. 411.

*The clause in brackets was adopted Nov. 6, 18KK.
iThe words “destroyed or damaged™ inserted by amendment adopted Nov. 3, 1596.
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24 CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.

No religious test or property qualifications to be required. Sec. 17. No
religious test or amount of property shall ever be required as a qualifica-
tion for any office of public trust under the State. No religious test or
amount of property shall ever be required as a qualification of any voter at
any election in this State; nor shall any person be rendered incompetent to
give evidence in any court of law or equity in consequence of his opinion
upon the subject of religion.

No license to peddle. Sec. 18. Any person may sell or peddle the
products of the farm or garden occupied and cultivated by him without
obtaining a license therefor.*

ARTICLE II

ON NAME AND BOUNDARIES.

Name and boundaries. SecrioN 1. This State shall be called and
known by the name of the State of Minnesota, and shall consist of and
have jurisdiction over the territory embraced in the following boundaries,
to-wit: Beginning at the point in the center of the main channel of the
Red River of the North, where the boundary line between the United States
and British Possessions crosses the same; thence up the main channel of
said river to that of the Bois des Sioux river; thence up the main channel of
said river to Lake Traverse; thence up the center of said lake to the
southern extremity thereof; thence in a direct line to the head of Big
Stone lake; thence through its center to its outlet; thence by a due south
line to the north line of the State of Iowa; thence east along the northern
boundary of said State to the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence
up the main channel of said river and following the boundary line of the
State of Wisconsin until the same intersects the St. Louis river; thence
down the said river to and through Lake Superior, on the boundary line of
Wisconsin and Michigan, until it intersects the dividing line between the
United States and British Possessions; thence up Pigeon river and following
said dividing line to the place of beginning.** .

*Adopted Nov. 6, 1906.

**The northern boundary of the state at the Lake of the Woods is projected beyond the
49th parallel a distance of about twenty miles, making a wedge-shaped jog through the lake
until it strikes firm ground on the west bank of the Jake; thence in a due south line to the 49th
parallel. The explanation of this jog is found in the subjoined paragraphs. In the seventh
article of the treaty of Ghent, section 19 reads as follows: Sec. 19. Resolved that the fol-
lowing described (also represented on said map as before mentioned), is, in the opinion of
the commissioners, so far as the same extends, the true boundary intended by the before men-
tioned treatics, namely: * * * thence through the middle of the waters of this bay to the
northwest extremity of the same; Leing the most northwestern point of the Lake of the
Woods, and from a monument in this bay, on the ncarest firm ground to the above northwest
extremity of said bay, the conrses and distances are as follows: 560 W. 1,565'} feet; 2d,
N. 60 W. 86114 feet; 3d, N. 280 W. 615.4 fcet; 4th, N. 270 10’ W. 495.4 fcet; Sth, N. 5°
10’ E. 1,322 feet; 6th, N. 700 45’ W. 493 feet, the variation being 129 east. The termina-
tion of this 6th and last course and distance being the above said most northwestern point
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Jurisdiction on bordering rivers. Sec. 2. The State of Minnesota shali
have concurrent jurisdiction on the Mississippi and on all other rivers and
waters bordering on the said State of Minnesota, so far as the same shall
form a common boundary to said State, and any other state or states now or
hereafter to be formed by the same; and said rivers and waters, and
navigable waters leading into the same, shall be common highways and for-
ever free, as well to the inhabitants of said State as to other citizens of
the United States, without any tax, duty, impost, or toll therefor,

Acceptance of propositions in enabling act. Sec. 3. The propositions
contained in the act of Congress entitled, “An act to authorize the people
of the Territory of Minnesota to form a constitution and state government,
preparatory to their admission into the Union on equal footing with the
original states,” are hereby accepted, ratified and confirmed, and shall
remain irrevocable without the consent of the United States; and it is
hereby ordained that this State shall never interfere with the primary
disposal of the soil within the same, by the United States, or with any
regulations Congress may find necessary for securing the title to said soil
to bona fide purchasers thereof; and no tax shall be imposed on lands be-
longing to the United States and in no case shall non-resident proprietors
be taxed higher than residents.

ARTICLE IIL

DISTRIBUTION OF THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT.

Division of powers. SecrioN 1. The powers of government shall be
divided into three distinct departments—legislative, executive, and judicial;
and no person or persons belonging to or constituting one of these depart-
ments shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the
others, except in the instances expressly provided in this constitution. (a)

of the Lake of the Woods, as designated by the seventh article of the treaty of Ghent, and
being in latitude 499 237 55/ north of the equator, and in longitude 959 14/ 387 west from
Greenwich. The second article of the convention of 1818 is as follows: Article 2. It is
agreed that a line drawn from the most northwestern point of the Lake of the Woods along
the 49th parallel of north latitude, or, if the said point shall not be in the 49th parallel of
north latitude, then that a line drawn from the said point due north or south, as the case
may be, until the said line shall intersect the said parallel of north latitude, and from the
point of such intersection due west, along and with the said parallel, shall be the line of
demarkation between the territories of the United States and His Britannic Majesty, and that
the said line shall form the northern boundary of the said territories of the United States
and the southern boundary of His Britannic Majesty, from the Lake of the Woods to the
Stony Mountains. This boundary was rec-established and determined by a commission author-
ized by congress, and the surveys embracing four years were made and reported to congress
in 1877.

(a) Courts cannot control or interfere with an executive officer of the state in his
official acts, even though they are such that the duty to perform them might have been en-
trusted to some other officer. 28 Minn. 50.
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ARTICLE 1V.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Legislature meets biennially—length of session. Secrion 1. The legis-
lature shall consist of the Senate and House of Representatives, which shall
meet biennially at the seat of government of the State, at such time as shall
be prescribed by law, but no session shall exceed the term of ninety (90)
legislative days; and no new bill shall be introduced in either branch, except
on the written request of the governor, during the last twenty (20) days of
such sessions, except the attention of the legislature shall be called to some
important matter of general interest by a special message from the gov-
ernor.

Apportionment of members. Sec. 22 The number of members who
compose the Senate and House of Representatives shall be prescribed by
law, but the representation in the Senate shall never exceed one member for
every 5,000 inhabitants, and in the House of Representatives one member
for every 2,000 inhabitants. The representation in both houses shall be
apportioned equally throughout the different sections of the State, in pro-
portion to the population thereof, exclusive of Indians not taxable under the
provisions of law. ]

Eligibility of members—quorum. Sec. 3. Each house shall be the
judge of the election returns and eligibility of its own members; a majority
of each shall constitute a quorum to transact business, but a smaller number
may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members
in such manner and under such penalties as it may provide.

Rules of government. Sec. 4. Each house may determine the rules of
its proceedings, sit upon its own adjournment, punish its members for dis-
orderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member;
but no member shall be expelled the second time for the same offense.

Officers—journal of proceedings, Sec. 5. The House of Representa-
tives shall elect its presiding officer and the Scnate and Ilouse of Represent-
atives shall elect such other officers as may be provided by law; they shall
keep journals of their proceedings, and from time to time publish the same,
and the yeas and nays, when taken on any question, shall be entered on such
journals.

Length of adjournments. Sec. 6. Neither house shall, during a session
of the legislature, adjourn for more than three days (Sundays excepted),
nor to any other place than that in which the two houses shall be assembled,
without the consent of the other house.

Compensation. Sec. 7. The compensation of senators and representa-
tives shall be three dollars per diem during the first session, but may after-
wards be prescribed by law. DBut no increase of compensation shall be
prescribed which shall take effect during the period for which the members
of the existing House of Representatives may have been elected.
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Privileged from arrest. Sec, 8. The members of each house shall in all
cases, except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from
arrest during the session of their respective houses, and in going to or
returning from the same. For any speech or debate in either house they
shall not be questioned in any other place.

Restriction as to holding office. Sec. 9. No senator or representative
shall, during the time for which he is elected, hold any office under the
authority of the United States or the State of Minnesota, except that of
postmaster, and no senator or representative shall hold an office under the
state which has been created or the emoluments of which have been in-
creased during the session of the legislature of which he was a member,
until one year after the expiration of his term of office in the legislature.

Bills of revenue to originate in House. Sec. 10. All bills for raising a
revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate may
propose and concur with the amendments as on other bills.

Approval of bills by Governor—action on non-approval. Skc. 11. Every
bill which shall have passed the Senate and House of Representatives, in
conformity to the rules of each house and the joint rules of the two houses,

shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the governor of the State.
1f he approves, he shall sign and deposit it in the office of secretary of state
for preservation, and notify the house where it originated of the fact.

But if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which
it shall have originated; when such objections shall be entered at large
on the journal of the same, and the house shall proceed to reconsider the
bill: If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree
to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other
house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if it be approved
by two-thirds of that house it shall become a law. But in all such cases the
votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of
the persons voting for or against the bill shall be entered on the journal of
each house, respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor
within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to
him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the
legislature, by adjournment within that time, prevents its return; in which
case it shall not be a law. The governor may approve, sign and file in the
office of the secretary of state, within three days after the adjournment of
the legislature, any act passed during the last three days of the session, and
the same shall become a law.

Governor may cut out items of appropriation bills and otherwise ap-
prove. If any bill presented to the governor contain several items of appro-
priation of money, he may object to one or more of such items, while approv-
ing of the other portion of the bill. In such case he shall append to the bill,
at the time of signing it, a statement of the items to which he objects, and
the appropriation so objected to shall not take effect. If the legislature be in
session, he shall transmit to the house in which the bill originated a copy
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of such statement, and the items objected to shall be separately reconsidered.
If, on reconsideration, one or more of such items be approved by two-thirds
of the members elected to each house, the same shall be a part of the law,
notwithstanding the objections of the governor. All the provisions of this
section, in relation to bills not approved by the governor, shall apply in
cases in which he shall withhold his approval from any item or items
contained in a bill appropriating money.

Money appropriations, how made, Sec. 12. No money shall be appro-
priated except by bill. Every order, resolution or vote requiring the con-
currence of the two houses (except such as relate to the business or ad-
journment of the same) shall be presented to the governor for his signature,
and, before the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or, being
returned by him with his objections, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the
members of the two houses, according to the rules and limitations prescribed
in case of a bill,

Majority vote of all members-elect to pass a law. Sec. 13. The style
of all laws of this State shall be: “Be it enacted by the Legislature of the
State of Minnesota.” No law shall be passed unless voted for by a majority
of all the members elected to each branch of the legislature, and the vote
entered upon the journal of each house.

Impeachment powers. Sec. 14, The House of Representatives shall
have the sole power of impeachment, through a concurrence of a majority
of all the members elected to seats therein. All impeachments shall be tried
by the Senate; and when sitting for that purpose the senators shall be upon
oath or affirmation to do justice according to law and evidence. No person
shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members
present,

Exclusion from civil rights. Sec. 15. The legislature shall have full
power to exclude from the privilege of electing or being elected any person
convicted of bribery, perjury, or any other infamous crime.

Protest and dissent of members. Sec. 16, Two or more members of
either house shall have liberty to dissent and protest against any act or
resolution which they may think injurious to the public or to any indi-
vidual, and have the reason of their dissent entered on the journal.

,Vacancies in legislature. Skc. 17. The governor shall issue writs of
election to fill such vacancies as may occur in either house of the legis-
lature. The legislature shall prescribe by law the manner in which evidence
in cases of contested seats in either house shall be taken.

Punish for disorderly conduct. Sec. 18. Each house may punish by
imprisonment, during its session, any person, not a member, who shall be
guilty of any disorderly or contemptuous behavior in their presence, but no
such imprisonment shall at any time exceed twenty-four hours.

Open sessions. Skc. 19. Each house shall be open to the public during
the sessions thereof, except in such cases as in their opinion may require

secrecy.
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Reading of bills. Sec. 20. Every bill shall be read on three different
days in each separate house, unless, in case of urgency, two-thirds of the
house where such bill is depending shall deem it expedient to dispense with
this rule; and no bill shall be passed by either house until it shall have been
previously read twice at length.

Enrollment of bills, Sec. 2. Every bill having passed both houses
shall be carefully enrolled, and shall be signed by the presiding officer of
each house. Any presiding officer refusing to sign a bill which shall have
previously passed both houses shall thereafter be incapable of holding a seat
in either branch of the legislature, or hold any other office of honor or
profit in the State, and in case of such refusal, each house shall, by rule,
provide the manner in which such bill shall be properly certified for presen-
tation to the governor.

Passage of bills on last day of session prohibited. Sec. 22. No bill shall
be passed by either house of the legislature upon the day prescribed for the
adjournment of the two houses. But this section shall not be so construed
as to preclude the enrollment of a bill, or the signature and passage from
one house to the other, or the reports thereon from committees, or its
transmission to the executive for his signature.

Census enumeration—apportionment. Sec. 23. The legislature shall
provide by law for an enumeration of the inhabitants of this State in the
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, and every tenth year there-
after. At their first session after each enumeration so made, and also at
their first session after each enumeration made by the authority of the
United States, the legislature shall have the power to prescribe the bounds
of congressional, senatorial and representative districts, and to apportion
anew the senators and representatives among the several districts according
to the provisions of section second of this article.

Senatorial districts—term of office of senators and representatives.
Sec. 24. The senators shall also be chosen by single districts of convenient
contiguous territory, at the same time that members of the house of repre-
sentatives are required to be chosen, and in the same manner; and no repre-
tative district shall be divided in the formation of a senate district. The
senate districts shall be numbered in a regular series. The terms of office of
senators and representatives shall be the same as now prescribed by law
until the general election of the year one thousand eight hundred and

seventy-eight (1878), at which time there shall be an entire new election
of all the senators and representatives. Representatives chosen at such
election, or at any election thereafter, shall hold their office for the term of

two ycars, except it be to fill a vacancy; and the senators chosen at such
election by districts designated as odd numbers shall go out of office at
the expiration of the second year, and senators chosen by districts designated
by even numbers shall go out of office at the expiration of the fourth year;
and thcreafter senators shall be chosen for four years, except there shall be
an entire new election of all the senators at the election of representatives
next succeeding each new apportionment provided for in this article.
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Qualification of legislators. Sec. 25. Senators and representatives shall
be qualified voters of the State, and shall have resided one year in the
State and six months immediately preceding the election in the district from
which they are elected.

Senators to Congress. Skc. 26. Members of the Senate of the United
States from this State shall be elected by the two houses of the legislature
in joint convention, at such time and in such manner as may be provided by
law. [While still law, this is of no effect because of passage of Federal Constitu-
tion No. 17 in 1913.]

Laws to embrace only one subject. Sec. 27. No law shall embrace

more than one subject, which shall be expressed in its title.
Divorces. Sec, 28. Divorces shall not be granted by the legislature.

Qath of office. Sec. 29. All members and officers of both branches
of the legislature shall, before entering upon the duties of their respective
trusts, take and subscribe an oath or afirmation to support the Constitution
of the United States, the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, and faith-
fully and impartially to discharge the duties devolving upon him as such
member or officer.

Elections viva voce. Sec. 30. In all elections to be made by the legis-
lature, the members thereof shall vote wviva voce, and their votes shall be
entered on the journal. .

Prohibition of lotteries. Sec. 31. The legislature shall never authorize
any lottery or the sale of lottery tickets.

Change of form of taxation of railroads to be voted upon. Scc. 32. [a]
Any law providing for the repeal or amendment of any law or laws
heretofore or hereafter enacted, which provides that any railroad company
now existing in this State or operating its road therein, or which may be
hereafter organized, shall, in lieu of all other taxes and assessments upon
their real estate, roads, rolling stock, and other personal property, at and
during the time and periods therein specified, pay into the treasury of this
State a certain percentage therein mentioned of the gross earnings of such
railroad companies now existing or hereafter organized, shall, before the
same shall take effect or be in force, be submitted to a vote of the people of
the State, and be adopted and ratified by a majority of the electors of
the State voting at the election at which the same shall be submitted to them.

Internal improvement lands—investment of proceeds in bonds. Skc. 32.
{b] All lands donated to the State of Minnesota for the purpose of internal
improvement, under the eighth section of the act of Congress, approved
September fourth, eighteen hundred and forty-one, being “An act to appro-
priate the procceds of the sale of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption
rights,”” shall be appraised and sold, in the same manner and by the same
officers, and the minimum price shall be the same as is provided by law for
the appraisement and sale of the school lands, under the provisions of title
one (1), chapter thirty-cight, of the Genceral Statutes, except the modifica-
tions hereinafter mentioned. All moneys derived from the sales of said lands
shall be invested in the bonds of the United States, or of the State of
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Minnesota issued since 1860; and the moneys. so invested shall constitute
the Internal Improvement Land Fund of the State. All moneys received by
the county treasurer under the provisions of title one (1), chapter thirty-
cight (38), aforesaid, derived from the sale of internal improvement lands,
shall be held at all times subject to the order and direction of the state
treasurer, for the benefit of the fund to which it belongs; and on the
fifteenth day of June in each year, and at such other times as he may be
requested so to do by the state treasurer, he shall pay over to the said state
treasurer all moneys received on account of such fund.

The bonds purchased in accordance with this amendment shall be trans-
ferable only upon the order of the governor, and on each bond shall be
written “Minnesota Internal Improvement Land Fund of the State, transfer-
able only on the order of the governor.”

Principal not to be reduced. The principal sum from all sales of inter-
nal improvement lands shall not be reduced by any charges or costs of
officers, by fees, or by any other means whatever; and section fifty (50), of
title one (1), chapter thirty eight (38), of the General Statutes, shall not
be applicable to the provisions of this amendment, and wherever the words
“school lands” are used in said title, it shall read as applicable to this
amendment, “Internal Improvement Lands.”

Appropriations therefrom to be voted upon before valid. The moneys
belonging to the Internal Improvement Land Fund shall not be appropriated
for any purpose whatever until the enactment for that purpose shall have
been approved by a majority of the electors of the State voting at the
annual general election following the passage of the act. (a)

The force of this amendment shall be to authorize the sale of the
internal improvement lands, without further legislative enactment.

Against special legislation. Skc. 33. In all cases when a general law
can be made applicable, no special law shall be enacted; and whether a
general law could have been made applicable in any case is hereby declared
a judicial question, and as such shall be judicially determined without
regard to any legislative assertion on that subject. The legislature shall
pass no local or special law regulating the affairs of, or incorporating, erect-
ing or changing the lines of, any county, city, village, township, ward or
schoal district, or creating the offices, or prescribing the powers and duties
of the cfficers of, or fixing or relating to the compensation, salary or fees
of the same, or the mode of election or appointment thereto, authorizing the
laying out, opening, altering, vacating or maintaining roads, highways,
streets or alleys; remitting fines, penalties or forfeitures; regulating the
powers, duties and practice of justices of the peace, magistrates and con-
stables; changing the names of persons, places, lakes or rivers; for open-
ing and conducting of elections, or fixing or changing the places of voting;

(a) By chapter 71, G. L. of 1881, extra session, the proceeds of this fund were pledged
to the payment of Minnesota State Railroad adjustment bonds, and the law was voted upon
and approved at the general election of 1884, by 31,011 votes in favor and 13,589 votes
against.
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authorizing the adoption or legitimation of children; changing the law of
descent or succession; conferring rights upon minors; declaring any named
person of age; giving effect to informal or invalid wills or deeds, or
affecting the estates of minors or persons under disability; locating or
changing county seats; regulating the management of public schools, the
building or repairing of schoolhouses, and the raising of money for such
purposes; exempting property from taxation, or regulating the rate of
interest on money; creating corporations, or amending, renewing, extending
or explaining the charters thereof; granting to any corporation, association
or individual any special or exclusive privilege, immunity or franchise what-
ever, or authorizing public taxation for a private purpose. Provided, how-
ever, That the inhibitions of local or special laws in this section shall not
be construed to prevent the passage of general laws on any of the subjects
enumerated.

Repeal of existing special laws. The legislature may repeal any exist-
ing special or local law, but shall not amend, extend or modify any of the
same.

Refers to amendment of 1881, superseded as above. Skc. 34. The legis-
lature shall provide general laws for the transaction of any business that
may be prohibited by section one (1) of this amendment, and all such laws
shall be uniform in their operation throughout the State.

Against combinations or pools to affect markets. Sec. 35. Any com-
binations of persons, either as individuals or as members or officers of any
corporation, to monopolize the markets for food products in this State, or
to interfere with, or restrict the freedom of, such markets, is hereby de-
clared to be a criminal conspiracy, and shall be punished in such manner as
the legislature may provide.

City or village may frame its own charter—charter to be submitted to
voters. Skc. 36. Any city or village in this State may frame a charter for
its own government as a city consistent with and subject to the laws of this
State, as follows: The legislature shall provide, under such restrictions as
it deems proper, for a board of fifteen freeholders, who shall be and for
the past five years shall have been qualified voters thereof, to be appointed
by the district judges of the judicial district in which the city or village is
situated, as the legislature may determine, for a term in no event to exceed
six years, which board shall, within six months after its appointment,
return to the chief magistrate of said city or village draft of said charter,
signed by the members of said board, or a majority thereof. Such charter
shall be submitted to the qualified voters of such city or village at the
next election thereafter, and if four-sevenths of the qualified voters voting
at such clection shall ratify the same it shall, at the end of thirty days there-
after, become the charter of such city or village as a city, and supersede any
existing charter and amendments thereof: prozided, that in cities having
patrol limits now established, such charters shall require a three-fourths
majority vote of the qualified voters voting at such election to change the
patrol limits now established.
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Legislature to prescribe general limits of charter—amendment of char-
ter—upon application of 5 per cent of legal voters. Before any city shall
incorporate under this act the legislature shall prescribe by law the general
limits within which such charter shall be framed. Duplicate certificates
shall be made setting forth the charter proposed and its ratification, which
shall be signed by the chief magistrate of said city or village and authen-
ticated by its corporate seal. One of said certificates shall be deposited in
the office of secretary of state, and the other, after being recorded in the
office of the register of deeds for the county in which such city or village
lies, shall be deposited among the archives of such city or village, and all
courts shall take judicial notice thereof. Such charter so deposited may be
amended by proposal therefor made by a board of fifteen commissioners
aforesaid, published for at least thirty days in three newspapers of general
circulation in such city or village, and accepted by three-fifths of the
qualified voters of such city or village voting at the next election, and
not otherwise; but such charter shall always be in harmony with and
subject to the Constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota. The legis-
lature may prescribe the duties of the commission relative to submitting
amendments of charter to the vote of the people and shall provide that upon
application of five per cent of the legal voters of any such city or village,
by written petition, such commission shall submit to the vote of the people
proposed amendments to such charter set forth in said petition. The board
of frecholders above provided for shall be permanent, and all the vacancies
by death, disability to perform duties, resignation or removal from the cor-
porate limits, or expiration of term of office, shall be filled by appointment
in the same manner as the original board was created, and said board shall
always contain its full complement of members.

Mayor and legislative body. It shall be a feature of all such charters
that there shall be provided, among other things, for a mayor or chief
magistrate, and a legislative body of either one or two houses; if of two
houses, at least one of them shall be elected by general vote of the electors.

Articles of amendment may be submitted separately. In submitting any
such charter or amendment thereto to the qualified voters of such city
or village, any alternate section or article may be presented for the choice of
the voters, and may be voted on separately without prejudice to other
articles or sections of the charter or any amendments thereto.

General laws for cities by divisions of population. The legislature may
provide general laws relating to affairs of cities, the application of which
may be limited to cities of over fifty thousand inhabitants, or to cities of
fifty and not less than twenty thousand inhabitants, or to cities of twenty
and not less than ten thousand inhabitants, or to cities of ten thousand
inhabitants or less, which shall apply equally to all such cities of either
class, and which shall be paramount while in force to the provisions relat-
ing to the same matter included in the local charter herein provided for.
But no local charter, provision or ordinance passed thereunder shall super-
sede any general law of the State defining or punishing crimes or misde-
meanors.
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ARTICLE V.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

Officers in executive department. Section 1. The executive depart-
ment shall consist of a governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, au-
ditor, treasurer and attorney general who shall be chosen by the electors of
the State. (a)

Election returns to be sent to secretary of state. Sec. 2. The returns
of every election for the officers named in the foregoing section shall be made
to the secretary of state, who shall call to his assistance two or more of the
judges of the supreme court, and two disinterested judges of the district
courts of the State, who shall constitute a board of canvassers, who shall
open and canvass said returns and declare the result within three days after
such canvass.

Official term of governor and lieutenant governor—qualifications.
Sec. 3. The term of office for the governor and lieutenant governor shall be
two years, and until their successors are chosen and qualified. Each shall
have attained the age of twent:-five (25) years, and shall have been a
bona fide resident of the State for one year next preceding his election.
Both shall be citizens of the United States,

Powers and duties of governor. Sekc. 4. The governor shall communi-
cate by message to each session of the legislature such information touching
the state and condition of the country as he may deem expedient. He shall
be commander-in-chief of the military and naval forces, and may call out
such forces to execute the laws, suppress insurrection and repel invasion.
He may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of
the executive departments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their
respective offices; and he shall have power, in conjunction with the board
of pardons, of which the governor shall be ex officio a member, and the other
members of which shall consist of the attorney gencral of the State of
Minnesota and the chief justice of the supreme court of the State of

Minnesota, and whose powers and duties shall be defined and regulated by

law, to grant reprieves and pardons after conviction for offenses against the
State, except in cases of impeachment. He shall have power, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint a state librarian and
notaries public, and such other officers as may be provided by law. He shall
have power to appoint commissioners to take the acknowledgment of
deeds or other instruments in writing, to be used in the State. He shall
have a negative upon all laws passed by the legislature, under such rules
and limitations as are in this Constitution prescribed. He may on extra-

(a) An executive officer of the state is not subject to the control or interference of the
judiciary in the performance of dutics belonging to him as an executive officer, and no act
done, or threatened to he done, by him in his official capacity can be brought under judicial
control or interference by mandamus or irjunction, even when the act is purely ministerial.

29 Minn. 555.
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ordinary occasions convene both houses of the legislature. He shall take
care that the laws be faithfully executed, fill any vacancy that may occur in
the office of secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, attorney general, and
such other state and district offices as may be hereafter created by law,
until the next annual election, and until their successors are chosen and
qualified.

Official term of other executive officers. Skc. 5. The official term of
the secretary of state, treasurer and attorney general shall be two (2)
years. The official term of the state auditor shall be four (4) years, and
each shall continue in office until his successor shall have been elected and
qualified. The further duties and salaries of said executive officers shal'
each be prescribed by law.

Duties of lieutenant governor. Sec. 6. The lieutenant governor shall
be ex officio president of the Senate; and in case a vacancy should occur,
from any cause whatever, in the office of governor, he shall be governor
during such vacancy. The compensation of lieutenant governor shall be
double the compensation of a state senator. Before the close of each
session of the Senate they shall elect a president pro tempore, who shall be
lieutenant governor in case a vacancy should occur in that office.

Official terms of first State officers—(Obsolete.) Skc. 7. The term of
each of the executive officers named in this article shall commence on taking
the oath of office on or after the first day of May, 1858, and continue until
the first Monday of January, 1860, except the auditor, who shall continue
in office till the first Monday of January, 1861; and until their successors
shall have been duly elected and qualified; and the same above mentioned
time for. qualification and entry upon the duties of their respective offices
shall extend and apply to all other officers elected under the State Consti-
tution, who have not already taken the oath of office, and commenced the
performance of their official duties.

Oath of office to be taken by State officers. Sec. 8. Each officer cre-
ated by this article shall, before entering upon his duties, take an oath or
affirmation to support the Constitution of the United States and of this
State, and faithfully discharge the duties of his office to the best of his
judgment and ability.

(Obsolete.) Sec. 9. Laws shall be passed at the first session of the
legislature after the State is admitted into the Union to carry out the pro-
visions of this article.

ARTICLE VL

JUDICIARY.

Judicial powers. Secrion 1. The judicial power of the State shall be
vested in a supreme court, district courts, courts of probate, justices of
the peace, and such other courts, inferior to the supreme court, as the legis-
lature may from time to time establish by a two-thirds vote.

Google



36 CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.

Supreme court—jurisdiction and powers—reporter of decisions—clerk
of supreme court. Sec. 2. The supreme court shall consist of one chief
justice and two associate justices, but the number of the associate justices
may be increased to a number not exceeding four, by the legislature, by a
two-thirds vote, when it shall be deemed necessary. It shall have original
jurisdiction in such remedial cases as may be prescribed by law, and
appellate jurisdiction in all cases, both in law and equity, but there shall
be no trial by jury in said court. It shall hold one or more terms in each
year, as the legislature may direct, at the seat of government, and the
legislature may provide, by a two-thirds vote, that one term in each year
shall be held in each or any judicial district. It shall be the duty of such
court to appoint a reporter of its decisions. There shall be chosen, by the
qualified electors of the State, one clerk of the supreme court, who shall
hold his office for the term of four years, and until his successor is duly
elected and qualified, and the judges of the supreme court, or a majority of
them, shall have the power to fill any vacancy in the office of the clerk of the
supreme court until an electjon can be regularly had.

Election and term of office for judges. Sec. 3. The judges of the
supreme court shall be elected by the electors of the State at large, and
their term of office shall be six years, and until their successors are elected
and qualified.

District judges may act where supreme judges are disqualified. When-
ever all or a majority of the judges of the supreme court shall, from any
cause, be disqualified from sitting in any case in said court, the governor,
or, if he shall be interested in the result of such case, then the lieutenant
governor, shall assign judges of the district court of the State, who shall sit
in such case in place of such disqualified judges, with all the powers and
duties of judges of the supreme court.

Judicial districts for district courts—election of judges—term of office
and residence. Sec. 4. The State shall be divided by the legislature into
judicial districts, which shall be composed of contiguous territory, be
bounded by county lines, and contain a population as nearly equal as may
be practicable. In each judicial district, one or more judges, as the legis-
lature may prescribe, shall be elected by the electors thereof, whose term
of office shall be six years, and each of said judges shall severally have and
exercise the powers of the court, under such limitations as may be pre-
scribed by law. Every district judge shall, at the time of his election, be a
resident of the district for which he shall be elected, and shall reside
therein during his continuance in office. In case any court of common pleas
heretofore established shall be abolished, the judge of said court may be
constituted by the legislature one of the judges of the district court of the
district wherein such court has been so established for a period not exceed-
ing the unexpired term for which he was elected.

The supreme court shall consist of one chief justice and four associate justices. G. T.
1881, ch. 141.
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Jurisdiction of district courts. Sec. 5. The district courts shall have
original jurisdiction in all civil cases, both in law and equity, where the
amount in controversy exceeds one hundred dollars, and in all criminal cases
where the punishment shall exceed three months’ imprisonment or a fine of
more than one hundred dollars, and shall have such appellate jurisdiction
as may be prescribed by law. The legislature may provide by law that the
judge of one district may discharge the duties of judge of any other district
not his own, when convenience 6r the public interest may require it.

Qualifications, Sec. 6. The judges of the supreme and district courts
shall be men learned in the law, and shall receive such compensation at stated
times as may be prescribed by the legislature; which compensation shall not
be diminished during their continuance in office, but they shall receive no
other fee or reward for their services.

Probate court—judges to be elected—jurisdiction. Sec. 7. There shall
be established in each organized county in the State a probate court, which
shall be a court of record, and be held at such time and place as may be
prescribed by law. It shall be held by one judge, who shall be elected by
the voters of the county for the term of four* years. He shall be a resident
of such county at the time of his election, and reside therein during his
continuance in office; and his compensation shall be provided by law. He
may appoint his own clerk where none has been elected; but the legislature
may authorize the election, by the electors of any county, of one clerk or
register of probate for such county, whose powers, duties, term of office
and- compensation shall be prescribed by law. A probate court shall have
jurisdiction over the estates of deceased persons and persons under guardian-
ship, but no other jurisdiction, except as prescribed by this Constitution.

Justices of the peace to be elected—jurisdiction. Sec. 8. The legisla-
ture shall provide for the election of a sufficient number of justices of the
peace in each county, whose term of office shall be two years, and whose
duties and compensation shall be prescribed by law. Provided, That no justice
of the peace shall have jurisdiction of any civil cause where the amount in
controversy shall exceed one hundred dollars, nor in a criminal cause where
the punishment shall exceed three months’ imprisonment, or a fine over one
hundred dollars, nor in any cause involving the title to real estate.

Judges for other courts to be elected. Sec. 9. All judges other than
those provided for in this Constitution shall be elected by the electors of
the judicial district, county, or city, for which they shall be created, not for
a longer term than seven years.

Vacancies—appointment by governor. Sec. 10. In case the office of
any judge become vacant before the expiration of the regular term for
which he was elected, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the governor,
until a successor is elected and qualified. And such successor shall be elected
at the first annual election that occurs more than thirty days after the vacancy
shall have happened.

*Amendment adopted Nov. 2, 1920, extended term to four years from two years.
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Prohibition, supreme or district judges to hold other offices or to be
voted for office while in office. Sec. 11. The justices of the supreme court
and the district courts shall hold no office under the United States, nor
any other office under this State. And all votes for either of them for any
elective office under this Constitution, except a judicial office given by the
legislature or the people, during their continuance in office, shall be void.

Change of judicial districts. Sec. 12. The legislature may at any time
change the number of judicial districts or their boundaries, when it shall be
deemed expedient; but no such change shall vacate the office of any judge.

Clerk of court. Sec. 13. There shall be elected in each county where
a district court shall be held, one clerk of said court, whose qualifications,
duties and compensation shall be prescribed by law, and whose term of
office shall be four years.

Legal pleadings. Sec. 14. Legal pleadings and proceedings in the
courts of this State shall be under the direction of the legislature. The
style of all process shall be, “The State of Minnesota,” and all indictments
shall conclude, “against the peace and dignity of the State of Minnesota.”

Court commissioner—powers and jurisdiction. Sec. 15. The legislature
may provide for the election of one person in each organized county in this
State, to be called a court commissioner, with judicial power and jurisdic-
tion not exceeding the power and jurisdiction of a judge of the district
court at chambers; or the legislature may, instead of such election, confer
suck power and jurisdiction upon the judges of probate in the State.

ARTICLE VII

ELECTIVE FRANCHISE,

Elective franchise. Section 1. What persons are entitled to vote:

Residence required. Every male* person of the age of twenty-one (21)
years or upwards belonging to either of the following classes who has
resided in this State six (6) months next preceding any election shall be
entitled to vote at such election in the election district of which he shall
at the time have been for thirty (30) davs a resident, for all officers that
now are, or hercafter may be, elective by the people.

Citizens of the United States. [Iirst—Citizens of the United States
who have been such for the pcriod of three (3) months next preceding any
election.

Mixed Indians. Sccond—Persons of mixed white and Indian blood,
who have adopted the customs and habits of civilization,

Pure Indians having adopted habits of civilization. 7hird—Persons of
Indian blood residing in this State, who have adopted the language, cus-
toms and habits of civilization, after an examination before any district
court of the State, in such manner as may be provided by law, and shall
have been pronounced by said court capable of enjoying the rights of citizen-
ship within the State.

*Right to vote extended regardless of sex by Iederal Constitution Amendment.
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Non-eligible. Sec. 2. No person not belonging to one of the classes
specified in the preceding section; no person who has been convicted of
treason or any felony, unless restored to civil rights; and no person under
guardianship, or who may be non compos mentis or insane, shall be entitled
or permitted to vote at any election in this State.

Residence not lost in certain cases. Sec. 3. For the purpose of voting,
no person shall be deemed to have lost a residence by reason of his absence
while employed in the service of the United States; nor while engaged upon
the waters of this State or of the United States; nor while a student in
any seminary of learning; nor while kept at any almshouse or asylum; nor
while confined in any public prison.

Soldiers and sailors—restriction. Sec. 4. No sailor, seaman or marine
in the army or navy of the United States shall be deemed a resident of this
State in consequence of being stationed within the same.

Civil process suspended on election day. Sec. 5. During the day on
which any election shall be held, no person shall be arrested by virtue of
any civil process.

Elections by ballots. Sec. 6. All elections shall be by ballot, except
for such town officers as may be directed by law to be otherwise chosen.

Right to hold office. Skc. 7. Every person who by the provisions of
this article shall be entitled to vote at any election shall be eligible to any
office which now is, or hereafter shall be, elective by the people in the
district wherein he shall have resided thirty days previous to such election,
except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, or the Constitution and
law of the United States. (a).

Women may vote (Obsolete). Sec. 8. Women may vote for school
officers and members of library boards, and shall be eligible to hold any
office pertaining to the management of schools or libraries.

Any woman of the age of twenty-one (21) years and upward and
possessing qualifications requisite to a male voter may vote at any elec-
tion held for the purpose of choosing any officer of schools or any members
of library boards, or upon any measure relating to schools or libraries, and
shall be eligible to hold any office pertaining to the management of schools
and libraries.

Official year of the State. Sec. 9. The official year for the State of
Minnesota shall commence on the first Monday in January in each year,
and all terms of office shall terminate at that time; and the general election
shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. The
first general election for State and county officers, except judicial officers,
after the adoption of this amendment, shall be held in the year A. D. one
thousand eight hundred and eighty-four (1834), and thereafter the general
clection shall be held biennially. All state, county or other officers elected

(a) Held restrictive and to disqualify a person from holding an elective office who was

not eligible at the date of his election, though eligible at the beginning of the term. 45
Minn. 309.
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at any general election, whose terms of office would otherwise expire on
the first Monday of January, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and eighty-
six (1886), shall hold and continue in such offices, respectively, until the
first Monday in January, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven (1887).

ARTICLE VIIL

SCHOOL FUNDS, EDUCATION AND SCIENCE,

Uniform system of public schools. SecTion 1. The stability of a repub-
lican form of government depending mainly upon the intelligence of the
people, it shall be the duty of the legislature to establish a general and
uniform system of public schools. (a)

" Proceeds of school lands to be a perpetual fund. Sec. 2. The proceeds
of such lands as are or hereafter may be granted by the United States for
the use of schools within each township of this State shall remain a perpetual
school fund to the State; and not more than one-third (’4) of said lands may
be sold in two (2) years, one-third (14) in five (5) years, and one-third (1%)
in ten (10) years; but the lands of the greatest valuation shall be sold first;
provided, that no portion of said lands shall be sold otherwise than at public
sale. The principal of all funds arising from sales or other disposition of
lands or other property, granted or entrusted to this State in each township
for educational purposes, shall forever be preserved inviolate and undimin-
ished; and the income arising from the lease or sale of said school land shall
be distributed to the different townships throughout the State, in proportion
to the number of scholars in each township, between the ages of five and
twenty-one years; and shall be faithfully applied to the specific objects of
the original grants or appropriations.

*A revolving fund of not over two hundred fifty thousand dollars
($250,000) may be set apart from the fund derived from the sale of school
and swamp lands, to be used in constructing roads, ditches and fire breaks in,
through and around unsold school and swamp lands and in clearing such
lands, such fund to be replenished as long as needed from the enhanced
value realized from the sale of such lands so benefited.

Investment of funds. Suitable laws shall be enacted by the legislature
for the safe investment of the principal of all funds which have heretofore
arisen or which may hereafter arise from the sale or other disposition of such
lands, or the income from such lands accruing in any way before the sale or
disposition thereof, in interest-bearing bonds of the United States, or of the
State of Minnesota, issued after the year one thousand eight hundred and

(a) Article 8, section 1, which directs the establishment of a general and uniform sys-
tem of public schools, does not prohibit the legislature from providing public schools other
than those included in the general system, or creating exceptional districts, to meet particular
and exceptional cases; and the exception from the operation of a gencral law relating to
pullic schools of independent school districts, and schools specially provided for, does not
vinlate the constitutional provision. 25 Minn. 1.

* Adopted Nov. 7, 1916.
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sixty (1860), or of such other state as the legislature may, by law, from time
to time direct.

Swamp lands—division of proceeds. All swamp lands now held by the
State, or that may hereafter accrue to the State, shall be appraised and sold
in the same manner and by the same officers, and the minimum price shall
be the same less one-third (!3), as is provided by law for the appraise-
ment and sale of the school lands under the provisions of title one (1) of
chapter thirty-eight (38) of the General Statutes. The principal of all
funds derived from sales of swamp lands, as aforesaid, shall forever be
preserved inviolate and undiminished. One-half (14) of the proceeds of
said principal shall be appropriated to the common school fund of the
State. The remaining one-half (¥4) shall be appropriated to the educa-
tional and charitable institutions of the State in the relative ratio of cost
to support said institutions. '

Public schools in each township to be established. Sec. 3. The legis-
lature shall make such provisions, by taxation or otherwise, as, with the
income arising from the school fund, will secure a thorough and efficient
system of public schools in each township in the State.

Prohibition as to aiding sectarian school. But in no case shall the
moneys derived as aforesaid, or any portion thereof, or any public moneys
or property, be appropriated or used for the support of schools wherein the
distinctive doctrines, creeds or tenets of any particular Christian or other
religious sect are promulgated or taught.

University of Minnesota—location confirmed. Sec. 4. The location of
the University of Minnesota, as established by existing laws, is hereby con-
firmed, and said institution is hereby declared to be the University of the
State of Minnesota. All the rights, immunities, franchises and endowments
heretofore granted or conferred are hereby perpetuated unto the said uni-
vrsity; and all lands which may be granted hereafter by Congress, or other
donations for said university purposes, shall vest in the institution referred
to in this section.

Permanent school funds may be loaned to districts or counties for
school purposes. Sec. 5. The permanent school funds of the State may be
loaned upon interest at the rate of five (5) per cent per annum to the sev-
eral counties or school districts of the State, to be used in the erection of
county or school buildings. No such loan shall be-made until approved by
a board consisting of the governor, the state auditor and the state treasurer,
who are hereby constituted an investment board for the purpose of the
loans hereby authorized; nor shall any such loan be for an amount exceed-
ing three (3) per cent of the last preceding assessed valuation of the real
estate of the county or school district receiving the same. The state auditor
shall annually, at the time of certifying the state tax to the several county
auditors, also certify to each auditor to whose county, or to any of the
school districts of whose county, any such loan shall have been made, the
tax necessary to be levied to mcet the accruing interest or principal of any
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such loan, and it shall be the duty of every such county auditor forthwith to
levy and extend such tax upon all the taxable property of his county, or of
the several school districts, respectively, liable for such loans—as the case
may be—and in all such cases the tax so assessed shall be fifty (50) per
cent in excess of the amount actually necessary to be raised on account of
such accruing principal or interest. It shall be levied, collected and paid
into the county and state trcasuries in the same manner as state taxes, and
any excess collected over the amount of such principal or interest accruing
in any given year shall be credited to the general funds of the respective
counties or school districts. No change of the boundaries of any school
district after the making of any such loan shall operate to withdraw any
property from the taxation herein provided for; nor shall any law be passed
extending the time of payment of any such principal or interest, or reduc-
ing the rate of such interest, or in any manner waiving or impairing any
rights of the State in connection with any such loan. Suitable laws, not
inconsistent with this amendment, may be passed by the legislature for the
purpose of carrying the same into effect. (a)

Investment of permanent school and university funds—approval—
bonded indebtedness not to exceed 15 per cent, draw not less than 3 per cent,
run not less than 5 nor more than 20 years. **Sec. 6. The permanent
school and university fund of this state may be invested in the bonds of any
county, school district, city, town or village of this state, and in first mort-
gage loans secured upon improved and cultivated farm lands of this state.
But no such investment or loan shall be made until approved by the board
of commissioners designated by law to regulate the investment of the per-
manent school fund and the permanent university fund of this state; nor shall
such loan or investment be made when the bonds to be issued or purchased
would make the entire bonded indebtedness exceed 15 per cent of the
assessed valuation of the taxable property of the county, school district, city,
town or village issuing such bonds; nor shall any farm loan or investment be
made when such investment or loan would exceed 30 per cent of the actual
cash value of the farm land mortgage to secure said investment, nor shall
such investments or loans be made at a lower rate of interest than 3 per cent

per annum, nor for a shorter period than five years, nor for a longer period-

than thirty years, and no change of the town, school district, city, village or
of county lines shall relieve the real property in such town, school district,
county, village or city in this state at the time of issuing of such bonds from
any liability for taxation to pay such bonds.

*Sec. 7. Such of the school and other public lands of the state as are
better adapted for the production of timber than for agriculture, may be

(a) Chapter 193, G. L. of 1837, made the nccessary provision for giving cffect to this
section.

*Adopted Nov. 3, 1914,
**Changed by amendment adopted Nov. 7, 1916.
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set apart as state school forests, or other state forests, as the legislature may
provide, and the legislature may provide for the management of the same on
forestry principles. The net revenue therefrom shall be used for the pur-
poses for which the lands were granted to the state.

ARTICLE IX.
FINANCES OF THE STATE AND BANKS AND BANKING.

Power of taxation—legislature may authorize. Secrion 1. The power
of taxation shall never be surrendered, suspended or contracted away. Taxes
shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects, and shall be levied and
collected for public purposes, but public burying grounds, public school
houses, public hospitals, academies, colleges, universities, and all seminaries
of learning, all churches, church property, and houses of worship, institu-
tions of purely public charity, and public property used exclusively for any
public purpose, shall be exempt from taxation, and there may be exempted
from taxation personal property not excecding in value $200, for each
household, individual or head of a family, as the legislature may determine:
Provided, that the legislature may authorize municipal corporations to levy
and collect assessments for local improvements upon property bencfited
thereby without regard to a cash valuation, and, provided further, that
nothing herein contained shall be construed to affect, modify or repeal any
existing law providing for the taxation of the gross earnings of railroads.

Occupation tax. *Sec, 1A. Every person, co-partnership, company, joint
stock company, corporation, or association however or for whatever purpose
organized, engagced in the business of mining or producing iron ore or other
ores in this state, shall pay to the state of Minnesota an occupation tax on
the valuation of all ores mined or produced, which tax shall be in addi-
tion to all other taxes provided by law, said tax to be due and payable from
such person, co-partnership, company, joint stock company, corporation, or
association however or for whatever purpose organized, on May first of the
calendar ycar next following the mining or producing thereof. The valua-
tion of ore for the purpose of dctermining the amount of tax to be paid
shall be ascertained in the manner and mecthod provided by law. Funds
derived from the tax herein provided for shall be apportioned; fifty percent
to the State General Revenue Fund, forty percent to the Permanent School
Fund and ten percent to the Permanent University Fund. The Legislature
shall by law make the neccssary provisions for carrying out the provisions
of this section.

N. B.—Sections 2, 3 and 4 ohsolete, because in 1906 there was adopted the section
which now is Section I in this article. It supplanted Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 and the un-
numbered section of 1896, This amendment is sometimes called the wide open tax amend-
ment. No amendments have been adopted to take the place of the old sections 2, 3 and 4.
There is therefore a gap in the numbering from 1 to §

State debt limited—how contracted. "Sec. 5. For the purpose of defray-
ing extraordinary expenditures, the State may contract public debts
but such debts shall never, in the aggregate, exceed $250,000; every such
debt shall be authorized by law, for some single object, to be distinctly
specified therein; and no such law shall take effect until it shall have
been passed by the vote of two-thirds of the members of each branch of the
legislature, to be recorded by ycas and nays on the journals of each house

"+ Adopted Nov. 7, 1922.
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respectively; and every such law shall levy a tax annually sufficient to pay
the annual interest of such debt, and also a tax sufficient to pay the prin-
cipal of such debt within ten years from the final passage of such law, and
shall specially appropriate the proceeds of such taxes to the payment of
such pringipal and interest; and such appropriations and taxes shall not
be repealed, postponed or diminished, until the principal and interest of
such debt shall have been wholly paid. The State shall never contract any
debts for works of internal improvements, or be a party in carrying on
such works, except in cases where grants of land or other property shall
have been made to the State, especially dedicated by the grant to specific
purposes, and in such case the State shall devote thereto the avails of such
grants, and may pledge or appropriate the revenue derived from such
works in aid of their completion.

Issue of bonds for created debt. Skc. 6. All debts authorized by the
preceding section shall be contracted by loan on State bonds of amounts not
less than five hundred dollars each on intercst, payable within ten years
after the final passage of the law authorizing such debt; and such bonds
shall not be sold by the State under par. A correct registry of all such
bonds shall be kept by the treasurer, in numerical order, so as always to
exhibit the number and amount unpaid and to whom severally made payable.

Limitation as to when debt may be contracted. Sec. 7. The State shall
never contract any public debt, unless in time of war, to repel invasion
or suppress insurrection, except in the cases and in the manner provided
in the fifth and sixth sections of this article.

Disposition of funds received for bonds. Sec. 8. The money arising
from any loan made, or debt or liability contracted, shall be applied to the
object specified in the act authorizing such debt or liability, or to the repay-
ment of such debt or liability, and to no other purpose whatever.

Money drawn from the State treasury. Sec. 9. No money shall ever
be paid out of the treasury of this State except in pursuance of an appro-
priation by law. :

Credit of the State limited. Sec. 10. The Credit of the State shall
never be given or loaned in aid of any individual, association or corpora-
tion, except as hercinafter provided. Nor shall there be any further issue
of honds denominated “Minnesota State Railroad Bonds,” under what pur-
ports to be an amendment to section ten (10) of article nine (9) ol
the Constitution, adopted April 15th, 1858, which is hereby expunged from
the Constitution, saving, excepting and reserving to the State, never-
theless. all rights, remedies and forfcitures accruing under said amendment.
*Provided, however, that for the purpose of developing the agricultural re-
sources of the state, the State, may ecstablish and maintain a system of
rural credits and thereby loan money and extend credit to the people of the
State upon real estate security in such manner and upon such terms
and conditions as may be prescribed by law, and to issue and negotiate
bonds to provide money to be so loancd. The limit of indebtedness con-

*Adopted Nov. 7, 1922,
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tained in Section 5 of this Article shall not apply to the provisions of this
Section, and the purposes for which the credit of the State or the aforesaid
municipal subdivisions thereof may be given or loaned as herein provided
are declared to be public purposes.

Publication of receipts and expenditures by treasurer. Sec. 11. There
shall be published by the trecasurer, in at least one newspaper printed at
the seat of government, during the first week in January in each year, and
in the next volume of the acts of legislature, detailed statements of all
moneys drawn from the treasury during the preceding year, for what pur-
pose and to whom paid, and by what law authorized; and also of all moneys
received, and by what authority and from whom.

State school fund—investment—safe keeping—All State funds to be
deposited in name of State. Sec. 12 Suitable laws shall be passed by the
legislature for the safe-keeping, transfer and disbursements of the State
and school funds; and all officers and other persons charged with the same
or any part of the same, or the safe keeping thereof, shall be required to
give ample security for all moneys and funds of any kind received by them;
to make forthwith and keep an accurate entry of each sum received, and
of each payment and transfer; and if any of said officers or other persons
shall convert to his own use in any manner or form, or shall loan, with or
without interest, or shall deposit in his own name, or otherwise than in the
name of the State of Minnesota; or shall deposit in banks or with any per-
son or persons, or exchange for other funds or property, any portion of the
funds of the State or the school funds aforesaid, except in the manner
prescribed by law, every such act shall be and constitute an embezzlement
of so much of the aforesaid State and school funds, or cither of the same,
as shall thus be taken, or loaned, or deposited or exchanged, and shall be a
felony; and any failure to pay over, produce or account for the State school
funds, or any part of the same entrusted to such officer or persons as by
law required on demand, shall be held and be taken to be prima facie evi-
dence of such embezzlement.

General banking law—provision and restrictions. Sec. 13. The legis-
lature may, by a two-thirds vote, pass a general banking law, with the
following restrictions and requirements, viz.:

First—The legislature shall have no power to pass any law sanctioning
in any manner, directly, or indirectly, the suspension of specie payments by
any person, association or corporation issuing bank notes of any description,

Second—The legislature shall provide by law for the registry of all bills
or notes issued or put in circulation as money, and shall require ample
security in United States stock or State stocks for thc redemption of the
same in specie; and in case of a deprecciation of said stocks, or any part
thereof, to the amount of ten per cent or more on the dollar, the bank or
banks owning said stocks shall be required to make up said deficiency by
additional stocks.
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Third—The stockholders in any corporation and joint association for
banking purposes, issuing bank notes, shall be individually liable in an
amount equal to double the amount of stock owned by them for all the debts
of such corporation or association; and such individual liability shall con-
tinue for one year after any transfer or sale of stock by any stockholder
or stockholders.

Fourth—In case of the insolvency of any bank or banking association, the
bill holders thereof shall be entitled to preference in payment over all other
creditors of such bank or association,

Fifth—Any general banking law which may be passed in accordance with
this article shall provide for recording the names of all stockholders in such
corporation, the amount of stock held by each, the time of transfer, and to
whom transferred.

Special provision for a loan for hospital building for insane, Sec. 14.
(a) For the purpose of erecting and completing buildings for a hospital for the
insane, a deaf, dumb and blind asylum, the state prison, the legislature may
by law increase the public debt of the State to an amount not exceeding
$250,000, in addition to the public debt already heretofore authorized by the
Constitution; and for that purpose may provide by law for issuing and
negotiating the bonds of the State, and appropriate the money only for the
purpose aforesaid; which bonds shall be payable in not less than ten nor
more than thirty years from the date of the same, at the option of the
State.

Superseded by section 15 but not repealed in express terms. Sec. 14.
(b) The legislature shall not authorize any county, township, city, or other
municipal corporation to issue bonds or to become indebted in any manner
to aid in the construction or cquipment of any or all railroads to any
amount that shall exceed ten per centum of the value of the taxable property
within such county, township, city, or other municipal corporation; the
amount of such taxable property to be ascertained and determined by the
last assessment of said property made for the purpese of state and county
taxation previous to the incurring of such indebtedness.*

County, city or township aid to railroads limited. Sec. 15. The legis-
lature shall not authorize any county, township, city, or other municipal
corporation to issue bonds, or to become indebted in any manner, to aid in
the construction or equipment of any or all railroads to any amount that
shall exceed five (§) per centum of the value of the taxable property within
such county, township, city, or other municipal corporation. The amount of
such taxable property to be ascertained and determined by the last assess-
ment of said property made, for the purpose of state and county taxation,
previous to the incurring of such indebtedness.**

State Road and Bridge Fund. Skc. 16. For the purpose of lending aid
in the construction and improvement of public highways and bridges, there

*Adopted Nov, 5, 1872,
**Adopted Nov. 4, 1879,
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is hereby created a fund, to be known as the “state road and bridge fund,”
said fund shall include all moneys accruing from the income derived from
investments in the internal improvement land fund, or that may hereafter
accrue to said fund, and shall also include all funds accruing to any state
road and bridge fund however provided.

The legislature is authorized to add to such fund, for the purpose of
constructing or improving roads and bridges of this state, by providing, in
its discretion, for an annual tax levy upon the property of this state of not
to exceed in any year one mill on all the taxable property within the state.
Provided, that no county shall receive in any year more than three (3) per
cent, or less than one-half (14) of one (1) per cent of the total fund thus
provided and expended during such year.***

ARTICLE X.
OF CORPORATIONS HAVING NO BANKING PRIVILEGES.

Corporations for general purposes. Section 1. The term “Corporation,”
as used in this article, shall be construed to include all associations and
joint stock companies having any of the powers and privileges not possessed
by individuals or partnerships, except such as embrace banking privileges,
and all corporations shall have the right to sue, and shall be liable to be
sued in all courts, in like manner as natural persons.

Not to be created by special act. Sec. 2. No corporations shall be
formed under special acts, except for municipal purposes.

Liability of Stockholders. Sec. 3. Each stockholder in any corporation
excepting those organized for the purpose of carrying on any kind of
manufacturing or mechanical business shall be liable to the amount of stock
held or owned by him.

Lands may be taken for public use. Sec. 4. Lands may be taken for
public way, for the purpose of granting to any corporation the franchise of
way for public use. In ali cases, however, a fair and equitable compensa-
tion shall be paid for such land, and the damages arising from the taking
of the same; but all corporations being common carriers enjoying the right
of way in pursuance of the provisions of this section, shall be bound to
carry the mineral, agricultural and other productions of manufacturers on
equal and reasonable terms.

ARTICLE XI
COUNTIES AND TOWNSHIPS,

County organization. SectioN 1. The legislature may from time to
time establish and organize new counties; but no new county shall contain
less than four hundred square milcs; nor shall any county be reduced below
that amount; and all laws changing county lines in counties alrcady organ-
ized, or for removing county scats, shall, before taking effcct, be submitted
to the electors of the county or counties to be affected therehy, at the next

***Adopted Nov. 5, 1912,
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general election after the passage thereof, and be adopted by a majority of
such electors. Counties now established may be enlarged, but not reduced
below four hundred (400) square miles.

Cities of 20,000 population may be organized into separate counties.
Sec. 2. The legislature may organize any city into a scparate county, when
it has attained a population of 20.000 inhabitants, without reference to
geographical extent, when a majority of the electors of the county in which
such city may be situated, voting thercon, shall be in favor of a separate
organization.

Township organization. Sec. 3. Laws may be passed providing for the
organization for municipal and other town purposes, of any congressional or
fractional townships in the several counties in the State, provided that when
a township is divided by county lines or does not contain one hundred
inhabitants, it may be attached to one or more adjoining townships or parts
of townships for the purposes aforesaid.

Election of county and town officers. Skc. 4. Provisions shall be made
by law for the election of such county or township officers as may be
necessary.

Local taxation may be authorized. Sec. 5. Any county and township
organization shall have such powers of local taxation as may be prescribed
by law. :

Money drawn from county or town treasuries. Sec. 6. No money
sl;_a]ll be drawn from any county or township treasury except by authority
of law.

County of Manomin abolished. Sec. 7. That the county of Manomin
is hereby abolished, and that the territory heretofore comprising the same
shall constitute and be a part of the county of Anoka.*

ARTICLE XI1I.
OF THE MILITIA.

Militia organization. Stction 1. It shall be the duty of the legislature
to pass such laws for the organization. discipline and service of the militia
of the State as may be deemed necessary.

ARTICLE XIIL
IMPEACHMENT AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE.

Impeachment and removal from office. Skction 1. The governor, scc-
retary of state, trecasurer, auditor, attorney genceral, and the judges of the
Supreme and district courts, may be impcached for corrupt conduct in
othce, or for crimes and misdemeanors; but judgment in such case shall not
extend further than to removal from office and disqualification to hold and
enjoy any ottice of honor, trust or profit in this State. The party convicted
thereof shall nevertheless 'be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment
and punishment, according to law.

Sec. 2. The legislature of this State may provide for the removal of
inferior officers from office, for malfcasance or nonfeasance in the perform-
ance of their dutics.

Sec. 3. No officer shall excrcise the duties of his office after he shall
have been impeached and before his acquittal.
~ Sec. 4. On the trial of an impeachment against the governor, the
heutenant governor shall not act as a member of the court.

Sec. 5. No person shall be tried on impeachment before he shall have
been served with a copy thereof at least twenty days previous to the day
set for trial.

*Adopted Nov., 2, 1869.
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ARTICLE XIV.
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Amendments to constitution—majority vote of electors voting makes
amendment valid. SectioN 1. Whenever a majority of both houses of the
legislature shall deem it necessary to alter or amend this Constitution, they
may propose such alterations or amendments, which proposed amendments
shall be published with the laws which have been passed at the same session,
and said amendments shall be submitted to the people for their approval or
rejection at any general election, and if it shall appear, in a manner to be
provided by law, that a majority of all the electors voting at said election
shall have voted for and ratified such alterations or amendments, the same
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as a part of this Constitution. If
two or more alterations or amendments shall be submitted at the same time,
it shall be so regulated that the voters shall vote for or against each separately.
" Revision of constitution. Skec. 2. Whenever two-thirds of the members
elected to each branch of the legislature shall think it necessary to call a
convention to revise this Constitution, they shall recommend to the electors
to vote at the next general election for members of the legislature, for or
against a convention; and if a majority of all the electors voting at said
election shall have voted for a convention, the legislature shall, at their
next session, provide by law for calling the same. The convention shall
consist of as many members as the House of Representatives, who shall be
chosen in the same manner, and shall mcet within three months after their
election for the purpose aforesaid.

ARTICLE XV.
MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS.

Seat of government. SectioN 1. The seat of government of the
State shall be at the city of St. Paul, but the legislature, at their first or
any future session, may provide by law for a change of the seat of govern-
ment by a vote of the peoplc, or may locate the same upon the land granted
by Congress for a seat of government to the State; and in the event of the
seat of government being removed from the city of St. Paul to any other
place in the State, the capitol building and grounds shall be dedicated to an
institution for the promotion of science, literature and the arts, to be organ-
ized by the legislature of the State, and of which institution the Minnesota
Historical Society shall always be a department.

Residents on Indian lands. Sec. 2. Persons residing on Indian lands
within the State shall enjoy all the rights and privileges of citizens, as
though they lived in any other portion of the State, and shall be subject
to taxation. .

Uniform oath at elections. Sec. 3. The legislature shall provide for a
uniform oath or affirmation to be administered at elections, and no person
shall be compelled to take any other or different form of oath to entitle him
to vote.

State seal. Sec. 4. There shall be a seal of the State, which shall be
kept by the secretary of state, and be used by him officially, and shall be
called the great seal of the State of Minnesota, and shall be attached to
all the official acts of the governor (his signature to acts and resolves of the
legislature excepted) requiring authentication. The legislature shall pro-
vide for an appropriate device and motto for said seal.

State prison location. Sec. 5. The territorial prison, as located under
existing laws, shall, after the adoption of this Constitution, be and remain
one of the state prisons of the State of Minnesota.
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ARTICLE XVIL.*
TRUNK HIGHWAY SYSTEM.

Section 1.—There is hereby created and established a trunk highway
system, whicn shall be located, constructed, reconstructed, improved and
torever maintained as public highways, by the state of Minnesota. The said
highways shall extend as nearly as may be along the following described
routes, the more specific and definite location of which shall be fixed and
determined by such boards, officers or tribunals, and in such manner, as
shall be prescribed by law, but in fixing such specific and definite routes
there shall not be any deviation from the starting points or terminals set
forth in this bill, nor shall there be any deviation in fixing such routes from
the various villages and cities named herein, through which such routes are
to pass.

Route No. 1.

Beginning at a point on the boundary line between the states of Min-
nesota and lowa, southeasterly at Albert Lea and thence extending in a
northwesterly direction to a point in Albert Lea and thence extending in
a northerly direction to a point and on the southerly limits of the city of
St. Paul and then beginning at a point on_the northerly limits of the city of
St. Paul and thence extending in a northerly direction to a point on the west-
crly limits of the city of Duluth and then beginning at a point on the north-
erly limits of the city of Duluth and thence extending in a northeasteriy
direction to a point on the boundary line between the state of Minnesota and
the province of Ontario, affording Albert Lea, Owatonna, Faribault, North-
field, Farmington, St. Paul, White Bear, Forest Lake, Wyoming, Rush City,
I'ine City, Hinckley, Sandstone, Moose Lake, Carlton, Duluth, Two Harbors,
Grand Marais and intervening and adjacent communities a reasonable means
of communication, each with the other and other places within the state.

Route No. 2.

Beginning at a point on Route No. 1 on the westerly limits of the city
of Duluth and thence extending in a southwesterly direction along said Route
No. 1 to a point on said route at Carlton and thence extending in a westerly
direction to a point on the east bank of the Red River of the North at Moor-
head, affording Duluth, Carlton, McGregor, Aitkin, Brainerd, Motley, Staples,
\Wadena, Detroit, Moorhead, and intervening and adjacent communitics a
reasonable mecans of communication, each with the other and other places
within the state.

Route No. 3.

Beginning at a point on the boundary line between the states of Min-
nesota and Wisconsin, westerly of La Crosse, Wisconsin, and thence extend-
ing in a northwesterly direction to a point on the easterly limits of the city
of St. Paul and then beginning at a point on the westerly limits of the city

“Adopted Nov. 2, 1920.
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of Minneapolis and thence extending in a northwesterly direction to a point
on the east bank of the Red River of the North at Breckenridge, affording
La Crescent, Winona, Kellogg, Wabasha, Lake City, Red Wing, Hastings, St.
Paul, Minneapolis, Osseo, Champlin, Anoka, Elk River, Big Lake, St. Cloud,
Albany, Sauk Center, Alexandria, Elbow Lake, Fergus Falls, Breckenridge
and intervening and adjacent communities a reasonable means of communica-.
tion, each with the other and other places within the state.

Route No. 4.

Beginning at a point on the boundary line between the states of Min-
nesota and Iowa, southwesterly of Jackson and thence extending in a north-
erly direction to a point on Route No. 3, southeasterly of Sauk Center and
thence extending in a northwesterly direction along said Route No. 3 to a
point on said route at Sauk Center and thence extending in a northerly
direction to a point at International Falls, affording Jackson, Windom, San-
born, Redwood Falls, Morton, Olivia, Willmar, Paynesville, Sauk Center,
Long Prairie, Wadena, Park Rapids, Itasca State Park, Bemidji, Inter-
national Falls and intervening and adjacent communities a reasonable means
of communication, each with the other and other places within the state.

Route No. 5.

Beginning at a point on the boundary line between the states of Min-
nesota and Iowa, southerly of Blue Earth and thence extending in a north-
easterly direction to a point on the southerly limits of the city of Minneapolis
and then beginning at a point on the northerly limits of the city of Min-
neapolis and thence extending in a northerly direction to a point in Swan
River on Route No. 8, hereinafter described, affording Blue Earth, Winne-
bago, Mankato, St. Peter, Le Sueur, Jordan, Shakopee, Minneapolis, Cam-
bridge, Mora, McGregor, Swan River and intervening and adjacent commu-
nities a reasonable means of communication, each with the other and other
places within the state.

Route No. 6.

Beginning at a point on the boundary line between the states of Minne-
sota and Iowa, southerly of Ash Creek, and thence extending in a north-
erly direction to a point on the boundary line between the state of Minne-
sota and the province of Manitoba, near St. Vincent, affording Luverne,
Pipestone, Lake Benton, Ivanhoe, Canby, Madison, Bellingham, Odessa,
Ortonville, Graceville, Dumont, Wheaton, Breckenridge, Moorhead, Kragnes,
Georgetown, Perley, Hendrum, Ada, Crookston, Warren, Donaldson, Hal-
lock and intervening and adjacent communities a reasonable means of com-
munication, each with the other and other places within the state.

Route No. 7.

Beginning at a point on Route No. 3 at Winona and thence extending
in a westerly direction to a point on the boundary line between the states of
Minnesota and South Dakota, westerly of Lake Benton, affording Winona,
St. Charles, Rochester, Kasson, Dodge Center, Claremont, Owatonna,
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Wascca, Mankato, St. Peter, New Ulm, Springfield, Tracy, Lake Benton and
intervening and adjacent communities a reasonable means of communication,
each with the other and other places within the state.

Route No. 8.

Beginning at a point on the westerly limits of the city of Duluth and
thence extending in a northwesterly direction to a point on Route No. 6 near
Crookston and thence extending in a westerly and northerly direction along
said Route No. 6 to a point on said route northerly of Crookston and thence
extending in a northwesterly direction to a point on the east bank of the
Red River of the North at East Grand Forks, affording Duluth, Floodwood,
Swan River, Grand Rapids, Cass Lake, Bemidji, Bagley, Erskine, Crookston,
East Grand Forks and intervening and adjacent communities a reasonable
means of communication, each with the other and other places within the
state.

Route No. 9.

Beginning at a point on Route No. 3. at La Crescent and thence extend-
ing in a westerly direction to a point on the boundary line between the states
of Minnesota and South Dakota southwesterly of Beaver Creek, affording
La Crescent, Hokah, Houston, Rushford, Lanesboro, Preston, Fountain,
Spring Valley, Austin, Albert Lea, Blue Earth, Fairmont, Jackson, Worth-
ington, Luverne and intervening and adjacent communities a reasonable
means of communication, each with the other and other places within the
state.

Raute No. 10.

Beginning at a point on the westerly limits of the city of Minneapolis
and thence extending in a northwesterly direction to a point on Route No.
6 at or near Wheaton, affording Minneapolis, Montrose, Cokato, Litchfield,
Willmar, Benson, Morris, Herman, Wheaton and intervening and adjacent
communitics a reasonable means of communication, each with the other and
other places within the state,

Route No. 11.

Beginning at a point on Route No. 8 at the westerly limits of the city
of Duluth and thence extending in a northwesterly and northerly direction
to a point on Route No. 4 at International IYalls and thence extending in a
southwesterly direction along said Route No. 4 to a point on said route
southwesterly of International Falls and thence extending in a westerly
direction to a point on Route No. 6 at Donaldson, affording Duluth, Eveleth,
Virginia, Cook, Orr, Cussons, International TFalls, Baudette, Warroad,
Roseau, Greenbush, Donaldson and intervening and adjacent communities
a rcasonable means of communication, each with the other and other places
within the state.

Route No. 12.

Beginning at a point on the west bank of the St. Croix River ncar
Hudson, Wisconsin, and thence extending in a westerly direction to a point
on the easterly limits of the city of St. I'aul and then beginning at a point
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on the westerly limits of the city of Minneapolis and thence extending in a
westerly direction to a point on Route No. 6 at Madison, affording St. Paul,
Minneapolis, Hopkins, Norwood, Glencoe, Olivia, Granite Falls, Montevideo,
Dawson, Madison and intervening and adjacent communities a reasonable
means of communication, each with the other and other places within the
state.

Route No. 13.

Beginning at a point on Route No. 9 at Albert Lea and thence extending
in a northerly direction to a point on Route No. 5 at Jordan, affording
Albert Lea, Waseca, Waterville, Montgomery, New Prague, Jordan and
intervening and adjacent communities a reasonable means of communication,
each with the other and other places within the state,

Route No. 14.

Beginning at a point on Route No. 6 at Ivanhoe and thence extending
in an easterly direction to a point on Route No. 4 at Redwood Falls and
thence extending in an easterly direction along said Route No. 4 to a point
on said route at Morton and thence extending in an easterly direction to a
point on Route No. 22, hereinafter described, at Gaylord, affording Ivanhoe,
Marshall, Redwood Falls, Morton, Winthrop, Gaylord and intervening and
adjacent communities a reasonable means of communication, each with the
other and other places within the state.

Route No. 15.

Beginning at a point on the boundary line between the states of
Minnesota and Iowa southerly of Fairmont and thence extending in a
northerly direction to a point on Route No. 14 at Winthrop, affording
Fairmont, Madelia, New Ulm, Winthrop and intervening and adjacent
communities a reasonable means of communc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>