
 
 
 
 
Attn: Jess Hopeman  
Legislative Reference Library  
645 State Office Bldg.  
100 Rev. Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd.  
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
RE: FY10-FY11 Arts and Cultural Heritage Interim Report: Storyland: A Trip Through Childhood Favorites 
 
Ms. Hopeman: 
 
On behalf of Minnesota Children’s Museum, I am happy to provide the attached interim report to the 
State of Minnesota on the Museum’s Storyland: A Trip Through Childhood Favorites touring exhibit 
funded by the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.  The official tour began in June of 2011, kicking off in 
Worthington, MN and has recently moved to Elk River, MN. In February, the exhibit will open in 
Redwood Falls, MN. 
 
The goal of Storyland was to develop and tour a fun exhibit throughout Minnesota, serving children and 
adults living in Greater Minnesota who have less access to cultural experiences.  Storyland is a vibrant 
literacy exhibit that showcases family favorite books and provides host communities the opportunity for 
adult and child engagement in early literacy learning. Through this engagement, children are exposed to 
critical literacy development that can instill a lifelong love of reading.  
 
Play is how children learn. It can spark curiosity, charge creativity and inspire kids who will go on to 
change our world for the better.  That insatiable inquiry children possess deserves a dynamic, stimulating, 
playful environment where they can experience the true joy of discovery that promotes development of 
brain architecture, those critical neural connections that scaffold learning. Storyland allows the Museum 
to respond to that natural curiosity while engaging parents, educators and caregivers around literacy 
building play. By sharing our expertise with parents and educators, the Museum is helping to equip adults 
with knowledge and tools necessary to turn any time, place, or event into a playful and magical learning 
experience for children. 
 
We thank the State of Minnesota for its support through the Clean Water, Land and Legacy amendment.  
Please contact James Lekvin, Grants Manager, at 651-225-6034 if you have questions or need additional 
information. 
 
Regards,  
 
 
 
Dianne Krizan 
President 
 
cc: Alyssa Haugen and Jane Xiong, Department of Administration 

This document is made available electronically by the Minnesota Legislative Reference Library 
as part of an ongoing digital archiving project. http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/lrl.asp Minnesota

Children's
Museum

Smart Play
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Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund 
Interim Report Narrative  

Reporting Period: August 1, 2011 – December 31, 2011 
 

1. Please briefly outline your original goals and objectives, as stated in your proposal. 
 
Minnesota Children’s Museum is a nationally recognized leader in building imaginative, 
immersive exhibits for young learners and in early childhood education. In an effort toward 
expanding access to arts and cultural experiences, the Museum created: 

 
This visually stunning and educational exhibit engages children, families and educators in the 
world of books through three beloved stories.  
 
In our original proposal to the State of Minnesota and the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund, we 
outlined the following goals: 
 

• Creating immersive experiences and environments, informed by best practices and 
current research, to engage both children and adults in play and learning—specifically 
literacy-focused play.   

• Developing high-quality, state-of-the art exhibits. 
• Forming a diverse and specialized advisory board. 
• Creating strategic partnerships with community organizations. 
• Providing high quality child and family-focused training for educators in communities 

throughout the state. 
• Ensuring Storyland is accessible to all families. 

 
In addition, the Museum seeks to embed a deeper commitment to reading in families and in so 
doing, improve literacy skills for young children. To do this, the Museum has launched a tour of 
the Storyland exhibit regionally to six Minnesota communities. Funding from the Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund has allowed the development, design, production, programming and 
traveling expenses of the exhibit as it tours to six communities across Minnesota at sites such as 
libraries, schools, and community gathering places so that children and adults around the state 
can experience these interactive, literacy-based environments. 
 
Since submitting our original grant request to the State of Minnesota, the Museum refined the 
Community Partnership Plan associated with the statewide tour of Storyland in line with the total 
funding received for this project. This work will instead be addressed through the Museum’s new 
strategic plan, which calls for fostering intensive partnerships that positively impact under-
included children, families, and communities, leading to greater community impact locally and 
throughout the state. 
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2. What progress have you made toward your original goals and objectives?  What activities 
led to meeting these goals? 

 
During the last reporting period, the Museum finalized the exhibit design, fabricated the exhibit 
components and launched the regional tour, with the exhibit premiering in Worthington, 
Minnesota from June 10 through September 25, 2011. The exhibit was attended by a total of 
1,074 children, including 363 children ages 4 and under, 261 children ages 5 to 9, and 450 
children ages 10 and up. Comments from parents included: 
 

“Wow – this is high quality!”  
and  

“Thank you so much for bringing this to Worthington. We don’t travel out of 
town much.” 

 
In October 2011, the exhibit moved to the Handke Center in Elk River, which houses the local 
district’s community education, early childhood family education, and early childhood special 
education services. The exhibit remains on display at Handke Center through January 22, before 
moving on to Redwood Falls in early February. 
 
Through January 9, 2012, at least 1,831* people have attended the exhibit in Elk River, including 
735 adults, 789 children ages 4 and under, 262 children ages 5 to 9, and 45 children ages 10 and 
up.  Visitors have come primarily from the local school district area, but also from communities 
such as Maple Grove, Wayzata, St. Louis Park, Onamia, St. Francis, St. Cloud, Zimmerman, and 
Lake of the Woods, among others. Nicole Huntley, the Elk River Area Early Childhood 
Coordinator, notes that all the visitor comments they’ve received have been positive. Many 
families have said it’s wonderful to have something of the Museum's quality in their community 
and closer than the Minneapolis/St. Paul area. She particularly points out one quote: 
 

"This was so neat the girls (ages 5 and 6) loved it. Of course, there will be a 
trip to the actual museum to follow this week—what an inspiration! Thanks. 
Please do more!”  

 

         
 
 
*This is the number of people who have signed in upon entering the exhibit. According to Ms. Huntley, the actual 
attendance is most likely higher. 
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3. Please share any significant findings or accomplishments in this period. 
 
Formal evaluation of the exhibit began in July. Cheryl Kessler, a professional evaluation 
consultant, serves as the external evaluator for the exhibit’s summative evaluation. The focus of 
the evaluation aims to answer the following questions: 

• How and to what extent does Storyland promote, expand and/or support children’s 
perceptions of reading? 

• How and to what extent does Storyland promote and support children’s desire to read? 
• How and to what extent does Storyland change adults’ perception of the critical role they 

play in children’s early literacy? 
• To what extent do adults receive and intend to heed and implement the messages 

presented in Storyland? 
 
Ms. Kessler has conducted training with staff and volunteers at both the Worthington and Elk 
River sites, engaging them in the data collection process (see Appendices A, B, and C). 
Representatives at both sites have been exceedingly enthusiastic and helpful.  
 
Data collection in Worthington occurred from mid July to early August 2011. Six Personal 
Meaning Maps (PMMs) were collected from children, and 11 (8 English, 3 Spanish) card sort 
interviews were completed with adults. While a full analysis of data will be done when the first 
three sites on the tour have completed data collection (Worthington, Elk River, and the upcoming 
Redwood Falls), a cursory review of the Worthington data indicates viable data for analysis.  
 
Data collection training at Elk River took place on December 20, 2011 and data collection is 
currently underway. A follow-up online survey will be sent to all Elk River and Redwood Falls 
adult card sort participants within a week of their visits (summer scheduling issues between 
Worthington staff and Ms. Kessler impeded the timely development of the survey for 
Worthington participants).  
 
Ms. Kessler will be in contact with the Redwood Falls site in early March to make arrangements 
for training and data collection there. Analysis of the data from all sites will be completed and 
submitted to the Museum for review by mid-August 2012. Results of the evaluation will be 
disseminated to project partners, funders, advisors, and the children’s museum field at large. 
 

4. Other achievements or lessons learned in this period? 
 
During this period, media coverage of the exhibit has included one article in the Star Tribune, 
three articles in the Elk River Star News, and one article in the Mille Lacs Messenger. Two of 
the articles specifically credited the State of Minnesota Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment, and Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. (See Appendix D) 
 

5. Conclusion 
 
As we continue the tour over the next 18 months to the remaining four sites, we anticipate 
learning much about the exhibit’s success and its impact on visitors. Support from the State of 
Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund has provided the means to develop this important 
literacy-based exhibit. Storyland is empowering adults to play a key role in building their 
children’s literacy skills through an arts/cultural experience. Funding from the State has ensured 
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the Museum can provide this educational exhibit that will enhance learning experiences for 
children throughout the State.  
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Appendix A 
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Appendix A (cont.) 
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Appendix A (cont.) 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
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Appendix D 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA LEGACY AMENDMENT GRANT
FINANCIAL PROGRESS REPORT
FY 2012

Grantee:   Minnesota Children's Museum Agreement Number: B36321

BUDGET LINE REVISED BUDGET AMOUNT 07/01/11 - 12/31/11 1/01/12 - 6/30/12 TOTAL EXPENDED
ITEMS FY 2012 EXPENDITURES EXPENDITURES YEAR TO DATE

Sal. & Wages 24,291$                                     14,026$                             14,026$                           
Tax / Benefits 4,688$                                       2,421$                               2,421$                             
Print, Photog, Graphics -$                                               1,101$                               1,101$                             
Exhibit / Program Supplies & Materials 3,250$                                       468$                                  468$                                
Contracted Services -$                                     
Promotions & Advertising 4,000$                                       465$                                  465$                                
Prof. Fees / Consulting -$                                               -$                                      -$                                     
Postage & Shipping 4,500$                                       1,225$                               1,225$                             
Meetings & Receptions 272$                                          62$                                    62$                                  
Travel 4,467$                                       274$                                  274$                                
Staff Training 500$                                          -$                                     
Exhibit Construction 95,299$                                     95,300$                             95,300$                           
Rent / Storage -$                                               -$                                     

-$                                     
Administrative 3,532$                                       2,884$                               2,884$                             

TOTALS: 144,798$                                   118,226$                           -$                                     118,226$                         

Prepared By: ______________________Keith Sterner (651) 225-6031 This report reflects expenditures:
(typed name) (phone #) From: 07/01/2011 To: 12/31/11

 ________________________________________________
         Signature of Project Director or Coordinator
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