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TO: Special Master, the HOllOI" ble Kathleen Blatz

FROM: Lutheran Social Servic' of Minnesota By J3tt Deputy
Designated Speaker, Susan Phil ips, Director, Metro Homeless Youth Programs

Witness, Patrice O'Leary, Open tions Director, Brainerd Housing, Youth & Energy Assistance

Witness, Kirsten Anderson-Sten bridge, Director of Advocacy & Volunteer Services

RE: Housing and youth service, during a state govemment shutdown and background studies

DATE: Tuesday, July 5, 2011 I

Backgronnd Stndies I'
LSS provides services to vnlnera Ie adnlts and children and arc mandated by statute, and
required before a caregiver ca I haye direct eoutact with a client Jndge Gearin's order
docs not specif1cally require finding of background studies. We will not hire in(hviduals or
utilize new volunteers without a ba~kground check by DBS: this will adversely Impact our delivery of
scrvic.cs for these inc!i victuals. Bac1{ground checks are also required for Our adoption procc5s.

Homeless Youth !

Programs add.-essing homeles'fuess are eore functions of goverument as they ',Hldress the
health, welfare and safety of lV~innesota citizens and would be included on page 9 in
paragraph 27 of .Judge Gearit!'s ruling under "maintenanee of publie safety and immediate
publie health eo llCeJ'lJS" ,

On any given night in Minnesotf' 2,500 unaccompanied Y,outh, 2l years of age and under,

expenence homclessness (WIId1r, 2010), Alone, ree1mg from the abuse and neglect they haye

suffered, they arc extremely vUl~)()rabJc. Many non-profits across the statc serve thousands of

these youth with very limited lqources, IvlallY receive fimding to target homeless pOjJulations

from the state sources at DHS ar~d l'vlinncsota Housing, You heard testimony from MCH so we

will not go into the details of thise services again hcre (listed below),

\\-\~ supporlllic DHS pusillnll U1r1! {he {<lilcl\ving he deemed <.:ril;<.:al S(TVICCS.

• The Long-Term Homejess Supportive Services Fun (Minn. StaL 2561<.26)

• The Transitional HOUS/']Ig Program ('I'll P) (Minn. StaL 256K33)

• The Ruuaway and Hon eless Youth Program (Minn. Stat. 2561(.45)

• The Family Homeless I revention and Assistance Program (FlIPAP) (Minn, Stat.
462A.204)

• Emergency Services G~ants (Minn. Stat. 256E.36)

Additionally, we support the ])Its position that the Healthy Transitions Program (HTP)

(MiuH. Stat. 2561<.26) is a critieal service under Exhibit A of ,Judge Gearin's ruling, HTP

was developed to address the cri!tical need for specialized programming to prevent youth aging

out of the child welfare system 4'om exiting into homelessness, Nearly] ,200 youth across the

state arc provided with critical s!lpport systems and rental assistance to transition into stable

independence through this progtyllJ1,
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The children ,md youth served lly these programs are extremely vulnerable. They often suffer
!

from post-.traumatic stress syndl'ome, low self-esteem, and mental healtb and de~elopmental

challenges resulting from elllidl ood expenences that were no fault of their own. lheyare

susceptible (0 scxual exploitaticjn and recruitment into traftlcking. Without outreach, shelter, and

supportive housing options thesG youth health, welfare and safety are further jeopardized.

Surviving without services can $lcan engaging in illegal activities in order to eat or sleep.

Common survival activities thrc1aten the health and safety of homeless young people and the

ongoing trauma creates nev'" bar'-iers to recovery.

The s.uspcnSion ofhol1lelcss aJ1(\tranSition ser'vices 1'01. YOU.th meallS that tbousands of cl1Irently
served youth wIll fall back I11to omelessness. It also means youth currently 111 enSlS ehglble for

assistance wIll remain homeless Each day on the streets is a tbmatto tbeir bealth, wdbre, and

safety. I

I
Housing and services in Grcatvr Minnesota

In greater rVlinnesota, there are significant numbers ofciti/cns \vho rely on an e\'Cl1llarrowcr,
field of resources to stabi tize theiir housing than their urban counterparts. Youth, children and

families in greater Minnesota 1[14e even greater 1'1sks to their safety, welfare and health because

ofthe few resourees that exist to assist them are almost exclusivcly state fuudcd (as mentioned

above: specifically Family Hom less Prevention, Transitional Housing, Emergency Services

Grant, Runaway and Homeless outh and Healthy Transitions progrnms).

In smaller counties, the FHPAP llnds go directly to non-prollts or community action agencies.

In large urban counties, there mal' be county intervention to uphold the services temporanly, this

is unlikely in greater Minnesota. For L.SS programs serving the homeless in Crow Wing, Todd

and J'v1orrison CCJlllltics, each mOl th without state funding will result in certain homelcssness for
,

ill least 35 individuals, LHlllI!C,') <lfH.i youth. TIle resultlllg problems ()rllomelc.)~llCSS llh;Judingjob

loss, family disruption, and exp!(!itation of youth are well documented.

The (otalnumber of beds available horn federal llmding in thc entire region remaining opcn (0

serve th~ h.o:ndess IS lin~ited to~' beds J(ll.'.homeles.'.s youth and up to 6 hunilies. The p01nt in time
survey for Crow Wmg County e nducted on Jan. 26, 2011 revealed a record number oj homeless

individuals on the night oelhe co Inl at 166 with 2') of those Illdividuals bClllg without any

shelter.

Included in the nalTOW field of resources in rural Minnesota are ongoing federal programs

that shonld fall under the Supr¢maey clause of the U.S, Constitution in paragraph 24 of

.Judg'e Gearin's ruling. These l,r[lgrallls ensure the health, safety and weltilrc of Minnesotans.
. ,- I •

These arc the Low Income Hom~ Energy Assistanee Program (Department of Comm.),

Homeless Prevention and Rapit/ Rehousing program anc! a federal demonstration project

for Support Services for Runtl f10mcless Youth (both deemed critical by DHS). These

programs have been forced to suspend activity as a result of the sbutdown.


