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July 17,2011 Court Administrator

The honorable: Special Master, Attorney General, and Govc1110r's Counsel

My husband and I own ltasca Sports, lnc. Itasca Sports is a tamily owned and operated
business within Itasca State Park which was established in 1989. We provide recreation
rentals for the visitors ofItasea State Park. We also have a full service bicycle repair
shop, a small camp store, and bait and tackle shop. Our family has served Itasca State
Park and its visitors for 23 years.

Our inventory of recreational rentals inelndcs one hundred and fifty Raleigh bicycles,
eight Burley child trailers, ten electric assist bicycles, ten Adam's trail a bikes, eleven
Weeres Pontoon boats, eight Lund and Grumman fishing boats, thirteen Alunmicraft aud
Grumman canoes, fifteen Futurebeaeh kayaks, ten Lund rowboats on lakes within the
park itself and four paddleboats.

Our business was forced to close as a result oftha state shutdown. Itasca Sports bas a
bike and boat rental concession agreement with the state of Minnesota. The state is
required to give us 30 day notification for cancellation of our contract. We received a
letter dated July 24, 2011 that the shutdown would alTeet our business. We are
responsible for all of our expenses. We are a revenue maker for the state giving a
percentage of our gross revenue to the state of Minnesota.

Due to the shutdown we have endured a devastating 100 percent !1naneial loss resulting
in a hardship for the business and our family. We have had to layoff our six employees
which is a hardship on them.

ft is impcnltivc our business reopen so \ve do n01 cld~llllt on our loan or payments to our
distributors. The decision ofthe state govenllll('nt to close Itasca Slale Park has affected
our annual budget. We rely heavily on the months of July and August to meet our
monetary obligations.

We are requesting our contract be reinstated and Itasca Stale Park be opened
immediately. We ask for your help gaining restitution for our l1nancialloss and
hardships. We ask lor help in amending our contract tor if this is to happen again our
business would not be affected by a state shut down.

Time is of the essence. Thank you for giving this carefi.ll consideration.

SinceI'd)"
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L_s~' c ,;:~

Caren M. Smith
Co-Owner, Itasca Sporls, Inc.

JULi U 2011
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