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~~.....'ll.

Welcome

elcome to .the Minnesota
House of Representatives and

the state' of Minnesota. When
it comes to opening the doors of

government, Minnesota has long
been a leader.

In this nine~partseries,you'll find a wealth
of information about the state and the legis
lative process. In "State Profile," the first in
the series, you'n discover how Minnesota
obtained its liberal reputation despite long
stretches of Republican domination.

From there, find out in "State Symbols" how
Minnesota's symbols, ranging from the loon to
theNorwaypine,cametobe. In"StateCo:unties,"
you'll discover the origins of all 87.Minnesota .
county names, including the one that actually
means "where the bUffalo fish come."

In "State Lawmakers,lI you'll find an
explanation of how the state's 67 legislative
districts are divided and a general profile·of
the 134 members of the House of Represen
tatives. If you're interested in information
about a specific bill or want tips on how
to write a letter to your representative, see
"State Legislative Information."

If you Want to brush up on how a bill
. becomes law" "State Law Process" offers an
easy-to-understand explanation, complete
with a ll-step chartof theprocess and answers
to frequently asked questions.

In "U.S. Congress," you'll learn about the
. state's congressional delegation in Washing

ton, D.C.
The "Minnesota State Constitution"

provides the history of the document and an
overview of the articles.

"Minnesota State Government: The
Three Branches" provides an outline of state
govern:qtent as a whole.

We. hope this series will help you
become more familiar with state government.
Remember that the House of Representatives
is made up of people just like you.

So consider these doors your own.·
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Total area of the state in square miles, 2007: 86,939 , 12
State population, 2007: 5,197,621 , : ; 21
Persons per square mile, 2007: 65.3 ., ; , 31
Percent of families in poverty, 2006: 6.5 45
Percent of children in poverty, 2006: 11.8 ; ; 42

General Profile

• • •

Minnesota Index
National.Rank.

Quality of Life
Home-ownership rate (households occupied by owner); 2006: 75.6 percent ~ 5
Average value of new housing units, 2007: $185,286 12
Percent of days that are s~y: 55 , 37
Normal daily mean temperature: 42.3 48
Percent of adults that are overweight or obese, 2006: 62.7 23
Infant mortality, infant deaths per 1,000 live births in 2005: 5.1.. :.: 48
Physicians per 100,000 population, 2006: 325 10
Percent of population not covered by health insurance, 2006: 8.5 50
Highway deaths per 100 million vehicle miles, 2006: 0.98 47
Murders per 100,000 people in 2006: 2.4 , 39

Business & Employment
Number of Fortune 500 corporate headquarters, 2006: 20 , 9
Percent of women in the labor force, 2006: 68.3 2
Unemployment percentage rate, annual average for 2007: 4.9 19
Employees in all levels of government, 2007: 413,900 :.21
New employer firms, 2006: 13,739 22
Employment to population ratio in 2007: 69.1 6

Agriculture.
Acres of farmland, 2006: 27,400,000 13
Number of farms, 2006: 79,300 , 7
Farm income per operation, 2006: $31,445 , 13
Milk cows on farms, 2006: 450,000 ; : 6
Hogs and pigs on farms, 2007: 7,200,000 3
Number. of chickens, 2006: 45,900,000 17
Acres per farm, 2006: 346 : 20

Cost of Living
Per capita personal annual income, 2006: $38,751.. 13
Median household income, 2006: $57,363 : 7
Bankruptcy filings by individuals, per 100;000 residents, 2007: 205 31
Total state and local government expenditures per capita, 2005: $8,515 11.
Per capita state government tax revenue, 2006: $3,362 6
Per capita state individual income tax revenue, 2006: $1,331.. : 6
Tax burden as percentage of income, 2007: 33.9 ;..:.;·10

Education
Public high school graduation rate in 2007, as percent: 90.8 1
ACT average composite score, 2007: 22.5 7
Percent of population with a bachelor's degree or more, 2006: 33.5 · , 7
Average pupil-teacher ratio in public K-12 schools, 2007: 16.5 to 1.. :: 11
Per pupil spending for public K-12 education, 2006-07: $10,143 : 19
Average salary of public school teachers, 2006-07: $49,634 : :.. 18

Sources: State Rankings 2008: A Statistical View ofAmerica; CQ's State FactFinder 2007.

This docwnent can be made available in alternative formats for people with disabilities by' caning 651-296-2146 or
800-657"3550 toll-free (voice); or the Minnesota Relay service at 711 or 800-627-3529 (TTY).
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he late Sen. Hubert Humphrey once quipped that con-
trary to what the rest of the country may believe, there 


is no provision in the state constitution requiring that a 
Minnesotan run for president.  T


he popular slogan on Min-
nesota license plates boasts 


that the state is the “Land of 
10,000 Lakes.” Actually, there 
are 11,842 lakes of more than 
10 acres each, giving the state 
more shoreline than California, 


Florida and Hawaii combined. 
 And as can be expected, water has 
been a central theme in the lore of the 
people who have inhabited Minne-
sota for centuries. The creation myth 
of the Ojibway Indians of northern 
Minnesota holds that the earth was 
created when Winabijou, the legend-
ary trickster, finds himself at the top 
of a pine tree surrounded by water. 
He asks a muskrat to retrieve mud 
from the bottom. The muskrat does, 
and Winabijou makes an island which 
grows to the size of the earth.
 Minnesota pioneers turned to Paul 
Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox for their 
creation story. Legend has it that Paul 
and Babe, headed west from Maine to 
Washington, and are responsible for 
creating “the Land of 10,000 Lakes” 
with their deep footprints.
 But the textbook explanation is that 
four large glacier systems melted as 
they receded north and created Lake 
Agassiz, which at one time was larger 
than all the Great Lakes combined. 
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Humphrey was making a small 
joke, of course, but the one-liner 


spoke volumes about the place gov-
ernment holds in the minds of many 
Minnesotans.
 State government programs 
such as the highly touted open 
enrollment education initiative and 
the Minnesota Clean Indoor Air Act 
have consistently led the way for the 
rest of the nation.
 But the state is perhaps more widely 
known for the steady stream of na-
tional leaders it has produced, from 
Harold Stassen, the “boy wonder” 
governor and one-time serious 
presidential candidate, to the trio 
of Minnesota senators who also 
ran for president: Humphrey, 
Eugene McCarthy and Walter 
Mondale.
 From the beginning, 
the Minnesota tradi-
tion has largely been 
a liberal one. One 
of the first acts 
of the Minnesota 
Legislature was 
to authorize the 
sale of $5 mil-
lion in railroad 
bonds to stimu-
late business in 
the wake of the 
economic panic 
of 1857.
 And when 
business is perceived as posing a 
threat to the people, Minnesota hasn’t 
shied away from imposing govern-
ment regulations.
 In 1871, when big railroads were 
commonly looked upon as the 
enemy, Minnesota created its own 
railroad commission — years before 
the federal Interstate Commerce  
Commission was formed. 
 At the turn of the century, 
“conservative” Gov. Samuel VanSant 
began a lawsuit against the Northern 
Securities Company, a massive railroad 


conglomerate. Its later breakup was the 
first step toward making then President 
Theodore Roosevelt’s reputation as a 
trust buster.
 That strong tradition of government 
regulation of business, borne from the 
Populist roots of the Democratic-Farm-
er-Labor Party (DFL) in 1944, continues 
to this day. And it’s a constant point 
of friction at the State Capitol between 
the DFL and the Republican Party (R), 
whose traditional roots are also very 
strong in the state.
 There have been long stretches 
of Republican domination — de-
spite Minnesota’s reputation as a 
liberal state. In 1932, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt was the first Democratic 
presidential candidate to win 


Minnesota’s electoral votes. And 
it wasn’t until 1972 that the 


DFL gained a majority in 
both the state House and 
Senate.


 The 1998 elections 
t h r e w  a  n e w 
wrinkle into the 
political history of 
the state. One-time 


p r o f e s s i o n a l 
w r e s t l e r 
J e s s e 
Ve n t u r a 
was elected 
governor, 
giving the  
R e f o r m 


Party,  later  changed to  the 
Independence Party, its first significant  
victory. And voters elected a majority 
of Republicans to the House for the 
first time in 12 years. With the DFL 
holding a majority in the Senate, 
Minnesota began an experiment with 
tripartisan government.
 The House returned to DFL 
control after the 2006 election, 
setting up showdowns between 
the Legislature and a Republican 
Governor, Tim Pawlenty. ▼







As the lake level receded, the many 
depressions on Minnesota’s landscape 
were filled in. The 10,000 lakes slogan, 
although inaccurate, is a holdover from 
19th century promotion brochures 
designed to lure immigrants to the 
state. ▼


History
he abundance of water in 
Minnesota is also reflected 


in the very name chosen 
for the state. “Minnesota” 
is the Dakota Indian word 
for “cloudy” or “sky-tinted  
water” that was applied to 


the river of that name because of its 
color.
 The two main groups of American 
Indians in Minnesota are the Ojibway 
and the Dakota. Their presence is most 
visible in the place names of many 
Minnesota towns and counties. Fifteen 
of Minnesota’s 87 counties took their 
names from the Dakota language, 
either directly or through translation; 
12 came from the Ojibway language. 
 The French were the first Europeans 
to explore the area that is now known 
as Minnesota. So extensive was their 
contact with the Indians that the French 
greeting, “bonjour,” is still used by 
Ojibways. The greeting, however, is 
pronounced “boozhoo.”
 Minnesota became a territory in 
1849 and the nation’s 32nd state in 
1858. The first U.S. Census, conducted 
in 1850, listed the state’s population at 
6,077 — a fraction of the 5.2 million 
people who live here today.
 Although Germans comprised the 
largest group of settlers, Minnesota is 
said to be the only state in the country 
where Smith isn’t the most common 
name in the telephone book; it’s Peter-
son, an indication of the state’s deep 
Scandinavian roots.
 Minnesota also played a role in 
the annals of African-American his-
tory: Dred Scott came to Fort Snelling 
in 1836 as the property of a military 
surgeon — even though slavery 


Sources: Lass, William E., Minnesota: A History; Upham, Warren, Minnesota Geographic Names; Department of Employment and Economic Development; Department of Natural 
Resources; U.S. Geological Survey Minerals Yearbook 2003; 2007-2008 Assets and Opportunity Scorecard, Corporation for Enterprise Development; Forbes;  


Minnesota Department of Education.


was outlawed in the territory. Scott 
later appealed for his freedom in the 
federal courts, but was turned down 
by the Supreme Court in 1857. The  
final disposition of the slavery question 
raised by Dred Scott came only after 
four years of the tragic Civil War. ▼
 


Economy
innesota’s early econo-
my was dominated by 
the lumber, agriculture 
and mining indus-
tries. Each continues 
to play a large role in 
the state’s economy, 


but they are no longer alone.
 Our dynamic economy has  
resulted in an increase of Fortune 
500 companies calling the state home 
from 14 in 2000 to 19 in 2009. The state 
ranks second nationwide in Fortune 
500 companies per capita. According 
to the Department of Employment 
and Economic Development, Min-
nesota is home to 34 Fortune 1,000  
companies, representing a wide 
variety of industries.
 A m o n g 
small cities, 
R o c h e s t e r 
ranks 27th, 
and St. Cloud 
54th in Forbes 
March 2009 
rank ing  o f 
“Best Small 
P l a c e s  f o r 
Business and 
Careers.” The state 
ranked 19th in Site Selection’s 
rankings for top state business 
climate in 2008.
 The state received nearly  
$495 million in venture capital invest-
ments in 2008, with about 60 percent 
going to medical devices industries. 
We ranked first in the Midwest and 
ninth overall in per venture capital 
investment. It is estimated that 85 
percent of the investments came from 
companies elsewhere in the country.


 Companies bring high-paying 
quality jobs to the state, in part, 
because of a dedicated and highly 
educated workforce. One study 
showed Minnesota ranks seventh in 
the number of technology jobs.
 Nearly 72.9 percent of Minneso-
tans participate in the state’s labor 
force, the third highest rate in the 
nation, with the per capita personal 
income ranking 14th in the country. 
A number of companies are regularly 
cited for family friendliness. For ex-
ample, Carlson Companies, General 
Mills and RSM McGladrey, Inc. were 
included in Working Mother’s “100 
Best Companies” for 2008.
 Minnesota was one of 10 states 
to receive an “A” in a 2007 report 
by the Corporation for Enterprise 
Development. The report indicated 
Minnesota showed strength in 
measures of financial security, health 
care and education.
 Minnesota’s high school graduation 
rate continues to be among the best in 
the country, and our students rank 


among the highest in ACT 
college entrance exam scores. 


The state ranked second 
nationally with 91 percent 
of residents having at 
least a high school 


diploma. Nearly 
31 percent of 


state residents 
have at least 
a bachelor’s 


d e g re e ,  t h e  
11th highest in the nation.
 Employee absenteeism 
is generally low because 


Minnesota is the healthiest state 
in the nation, according to the 2008 
annual rankings by CQ Press. The 
state has been ranked in the top five 
every year since 1996, and top three 
since 2006.
 Nearly 92 percent of Minnesotans 
have health insurance, the high-
est percentage in the country, and 
our life expectancy of 79.1 years is  
second-best. ▼
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ake Superior agates. Common loons. Pink and white 
lady's slippers and Norway pines. Walleyes and wild 
rice. All are characteristic of Minnesota, and all capture 
the essence of the state. Over the course of Minnesota’s 


statehood, the Legislature has adopted 16 such symbols to 
identify the state's great resources and quality of life.


he Legislature adopted the 
common loon as the state 


bird in 1961. Since then, it has 
become one of the most revered 
of Minnesota symbols.
 The sleek-looking bird can 


attain speeds of up to 60 mph and can 
travel great distances under water. The 
loon’s legs  are near the rear of its body, 
enabling it to dive under water quickly, 
quietly and with great speed.
 But its legs weren’t made for walking. 
The loon earned its name from the old 
English word “lumme,” meaning awkward 
person. The loon ventures on land only 
when nesting and breeding. And even 
then, the nest is always near the water.
 Its wings are also very small. As a result, 
the loon, which averages about 9 pounds, 
needs between 20 yards and a quarter mile 
to take off. 
 Its distinctive features include a black-
and-white checkered pattern on its back 


and an intense red eye, 
which is found only 


in adults. Its head 
is a dark green 
but is often mis-


The State Seal


The State Bird
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he Great Seal of Minnesota 
has been around for 150 


years — even before Min-
nesota became a state. But its 
existence has not been without 
controversy.


 It was on May 25, 1858 — two weeks 
after Minnesota became a state — that 
then Secretary of State Francis Baasen 
said to Gov. Henry H. Sibley that, “My 
office being without a seal, I can of course 
do no official act unless you make some 
direction in the matter.” 
 Sibley immediately authorized the 
use of the territorial seal until a new de-


sign could be created 
and agreed upon. 


That seal, es-
sentially the 
same one in 
use today, 
was  used 
while the 
Legislature 


debated a new 
one.


 In 1858, the 
Legislature approved a vastly different seal, 
but for some reason it was never officially 
adopted into law. Historians still aren’t 
sure why, but speculation has it that Sibley 
didn’t like the design and conveniently 
“lost” the bill in favor of the territorial 
design. In any case, the Legislature, 
in 1861, when notified that 
the governor may have acted 
outside his authority, approved the 
design and it was signed into law.
 So the essential elements of the 
territorial seal — a barefoot settler 
plowing a field near the Mississippi River, 
an American Indian riding a horse and a 
sunset — have remained ever since.
 But these too, have changed slightly 
over the years. Prompted by American 


Indian objection, the Legislature,  in 1983, 
decreed that the American Indian should 
face the settler by riding south rather than 
fleeing west.
 Capt. Seth Eastman, an artist who was 
also the commanding officer at Fort Snel-
ling, designed the seal.▼


taken for black. The description applies to 
both males and females, making it difficult 
to distinguish them. 
 Loons are loners and prefer Minnesota’s 
isolated lakes, leading some to label their 
distinctive call as “the loneliest voice on 
earth.”▼


he Minnesota state flag 
was adopted by the state 


Legislature in 1893 when it 
accepted the design submit-
ted by Amelia Hyde Center of 
Minneapolis. 
 The flag depicts the state seal 


on a blue background. The seal shows a 
pioneer plowing the virgin prairie and 
an American Indian on horseback. At 
the top of the seal is the state motto, 
“L’Etoile du Nord,” or star of the north. 
Three dates on the flag signify the 
establishment of historic Fort Snelling 
in 1819, the acceptance of Minnesota as 
a state in 1858 and the adoption of the 
state flag in 1893. 
 The 19 stars on the flag symbolize  


Minnesota as the 19th state to be 
admitted to the Union after 


the original 13. The 
largest of 


The State Flag
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f all Minnesota’s state symbols, 


none is more eagerly sought 
after than the walleye — the 
official state fish.
 Every year in Minnesota, 


more than 1 million anglers 
take to the water on one of the 


state’s 1,700 walleye lakes in pursuit of the 
elusive walleye.
 In May 1965, the Minnesota Legisla-
ture adopted the walleye as the state fish. 
It was chosen for its value to both sport 
and commercial fishing.
 The walleye gets its name from its 
eyes, which have a milky appearance like 
bluish-white marbles. But it’s known by a 
variety of other names, too — yellow pike, 
yellow perchpike and yellow pickerel.
 Minnesota’s record walleye, caught 
in 1979 in the Sea Gull River at 
Saganaga Lake in Cook County, weighed  
17 pounds, 8 ounces.▼


ou might think twice before 
picking the Minnesota state 


flower — the pink and white 
lady's slipper. In 1922, the 
Legislature passed a law making 
it illegal to pick the rare flower 
that is typically found in the 


swamps, bogs and damp woods of 
northern Minnesota.
 But its history as the state flower began 
nearly 30 years prior. It was in 1893, that a 
group of women 
preparing an 
exhibi t  of 
the state’s 
products 
for  the 
World’s 
Fair in 
Chicago 
decided 
t h e y 
s h o u l d 
h a v e 
a  s t a te 
flower to 
d e c o r a t e 
t h e i r 
display. They 
p e t i t i o n e d 
legislators to adopt 
the wild lady's slipper as the state flower, 
and the Legislature complied. But several 
years later, officials discovered that the wild 
lady's slipper named in law didn’t grow in 
Minnesota.
 So during the 1902 special session of the 
Legislature, a new resolution was adopted 
that changed the state flower to the pink 
and white lady's slipper.
 A member of the orchid family, the 
pink and white lady's slipper is one of 
Minnesota’s rarest wildflowers. It blooms 
in late June or early July, and it takes 
between four and 16 years before the 
plant produces a flower. Under the right 
conditions, lady's slippers can live for more 
than 100 years. The pink and white lady's 
slipper can grow to a height of 3 
feet and is the tallest of the state’s 


lady's slippers.▼


The State Fish


The State Flowerthese stars is centered above the seal to 
symbolize the north star state.
 The original flag had two sides, blue 
on one side and white on the other. But 
because the flag was so expensive to make, 
and because it was easily damaged in 
high winds, the Legislature adopted the 
one-sided, all-blue design in 1957. The 


idea was to 
produce the flag more cheaply 
to urge people to display it in 
preparation for the state’s 
centennial in 1958.▼


The State Gemstone
lthough the Legislature didn’t 
adopt the Lake Superior agate 
as the official state gemstone 
until 1969, agates were being 
formed about a billion years 
before that.
 As the North American 


continent began to split apart (caused 
by molten rock moving deep beneath the 
earth’s surface), iron-rich lava poured out 
of the huge crevasses. These flows are now 
exposed along the north and south shores 
of Lake Superior.
 The stone’s red color comes from iron, 
the major industrial mineral in the state. 
The concentration of iron, and 
the extent to which the 
iron has oxidized, 
determines the 
color  of  the 
stone. Puddles 
of  quartz-rich 
solutions that crystallize inside the gas 
pocket under low fluid pressure cause the 
white bands that are typically found in 
agates. The parallel nature of the bands 
indicates the agate’s position inside the 
lava flow.
 Characteristics of the agate include a 
glossy, waxy appearance, a pitted surface 
texture and iron-oxide staining. The stone 
is translucent.▼


The State Mushroom
he morchella esculenta, 
commonly known as the 


morel, sponge mushroom or 
honeycomb morel, became 
Minnesota’s official state 
mushroom in 1984.


 The morel is considered one of the 
most highly prized and 
delicious of all edible 
mushrooms.
 The morel’s cups 
resemble cone-shaped 
sponges, pitted like a 
honeycomb. The morel 
is usually 4 inches to 8 
inches high.
 It grows from early May 
to early June in the Twin 
Cities metropolitan area 
among leaves or wood 


ashes in open woods, along roadsides and 
in partially shaded meadowland. ▼


T







�
The State Drink


s an exercise to see how a 
bill becomes law, a class of 
third-graders from South 
Terrace Elementary School 
in Carlton, Minn., proposed 
that the blueberry muffin 
be designated as the state 


muffin.
 In 1988, their bill was signed into law. 
The idea for the blueberry muffin bill 
arose in a social studies class when the 
third graders were studying the state’s 
symbols.
 They asked themselves a question: If 
Minnesota were to have a state food, what 


The State Muffin


innesota may not be the 
only place where the Mon-
arch butterfly is easily spot-
ted, but the popular flut-
tering insect was named 
the state butterfly by the 
Legislature in 2000.


 A group of fourth-graders from O.H. 
Anderson Elementary School in 
Mahtomedi, Minn., proposed 
the idea for the state 
b u t te r f l y 
t o  t h e 
L e g i s l a t u r e 
while combining 
two school projects 
— studying various 
b u t t e r f l i e s  a n d learning about 


the lawmaking process. 
 The Monarch is one of six 
popular families of butterflies 
in Minnesota. Distinguished 
by their distinctive orange-
brown wings, marked by black 
veins and a black border with 
two rows of spots, Monarchs 
cannot stand the cold winters 
here and will migrate south 


to Mexico every fall. Those that survive 
the winter travel north to Minnesota and 
Canada throughout the spring, laying eggs 
along the way. August is the best month 
to see Monarchs in Minnesota. ▼


�


The State Grain
  or centuries, wild rice has been a 
staple for the Indians of northern 
Minnesota. 
 To recognize that, and the fact 
that Minnesota is a leading pro-


ducer of natural wild rice in the nation, 
the state Legislature adopted wild rice 


as the official state grain in 1977.
 Wild rice, which is really a grain, grows 
naturally in the many lakes and rivers in 
the northern half of the state.


The State Butterfly


��


n 1984, the Legislature designated milk 
as the official state drink. Why? For 
starters, there are many more dairy 
cows than lakes in the state.
 In 2008, Minnesota’s 464,000 milk 
cows produced enough milk to rank 
Minnesota sixth nationally in milk 


production behind California, Wisconsin, 
New York, Idaho and Pennsylvania. The 
average cow in Minnesota produced about 
2,200 gallons in 2008.
 In pounds, the top three counties in 
Minnesota for milk production in 2008 
were Stearns with 1.343 billion, Winona 
with 591 million and Morrison with 482 
million. One gallon of milk weighs 8.6 
pounds.


 In 2008, Minnesota 
farmers marketed 


nearly $1.66 billion 
in milk.
 While state whey 


production is increasing, 
the greatest percentage of milk 
produced is used to make butter, cheese, 
ice cream and yogurt. ▼


�
world-renowned photograph 
became the state’s 14th state 
symbol.
 Shot in Bovey, Minn., 
by Eric Enstrom in 1918, 
“Grace” features an elderly 
man sitting pensively with 


his head bowed and hands folded. He is 
leaning over a table, and on the table is a 
pair of spectacles resting atop a thick book, a 
bowl of gruel, a loaf of bread and a knife.
 A copy of the state photograph is 
displayed in the Office of the Secretary 
of State in St. Paul.
 Enstrom shot the photograph in black 
and white, but as “Grace” became more 
popular Enstrom’s daughter, Rhoda 
Nyberg, began hand painting the prints 
in oil. ▼


The State Photograph


would it be? The answer they gave was the 
blueberry muffin. They reasoned that wild 
blueberries are plentiful and popular in 
northern Minnesota,  and farmers from 
across the state grow wheat.▼


 Like oats, the grain of wild rice is 
surrounded by a hull that is removed 
during processing.
 The Ojibway word for rice 
is “manomin,” whose root 
word is “mano,” or 
spirit — an 
indication 
o f   h o w 
i m p o r t a n t 
the rice was 
and is to the 
Ojibway.
 The rice was traditionally harvested 
by women in late August and early 
September. Today, the season is regulated 


by the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources.


 Sticks or flails, no longer than 
30 inches long, are used to bend the 


wild rice grass into a boat or canoe. 
The stalks are then gently flailed to 
knock the grains loose and into the 
boat or canoe. ▼







�
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The State Tree


The State Song
 ou rarely hear it on the radio, 
and it has never made the top 


40, but that doesn’t mean it’s 
not a  popular song — especially 


among Minnesotans.
 The song is “Hail! Minnesota,” and 
it has been the state song since 1945.
 The song dates back to 1904 when 
it was sung in a University of Minne-
sota play, “The Apple of Discord, a 
Travesty,” a comedy about a football 
game.
 The song was originally 
written by student 
T r u m a n  E . 
Rickard, then later 
rewritten by another  
student, Arthur Upson. 
 Through the 1920s, legislators battled 
over state song proposals and considered 
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any people are familiar 
with the description that 
American Indians gave 
to the Mississippi River: 
father of waters. But far 
fewer know that the Ojib-
way refer to Norway, or 


red, pine trees as “grandfathers.”
 In 1953, Minnesota adopted 


the Norway pine as the state 
tree. Norway pines typically 


reach heights of 80 feet 
and diameters of up to  


3 feet; exceptional trees 
have grown as high as 
150 feet and as wide 


as 5 feet. 
 The largest Norway 
pine in Minnesota is 


in Itasca State Park. The 
tree is over 120 feet tall 


and is more than 300 
years old. It’s called 


a red pine because of 
the pale red color of 


its heartwood and the reddish color of 
its bark. ▼


Hail! Minnesota
Minnesota, hail to thee!
Hail to thee our state so dear,
Thy light shall ever be
A beacon bright and clear.
Thy sons and daughters true
Will proclaim thee near and far,
They will guard thy fame
And adore thy name;
Thou shalt be their Northern Star.


Like the stream that bends to sea,
Like the pine that seeks the blue;
Minnesota, still for thee
Thy sons are strong and true.
From thy woods and waters fair;
From thy prairies waving far,
At thy call they throng
With their shout and song;
Hailing thee their Northern Star.


 1904


at least four, but reached no agreement. 
Finally, “Hail! Minnesota” was proposed.
 In 1945, the university gave permis-
sion to the state to use it, as did Rickard 
(Upson had died). Then the words were 
changed slightly from “Hail to thee our 
college dear,” to “Hail to thee our state so 
dear.” ▼


The State Fruit
n assignment to write a  
persuasive letter ultimately 
led to the Honeycrisp apple 
being deemed the state fruit 
in 2006.
T h e  f o u r t h - g r a d e 
students from Andersen 


Elementary School in Bayport, 
Minn., and their teacher, Laurel 
Avery, testified and sat in on 
House and Senate committee 
hearings on the bill 


t h r ou g h ou t 
the  process. 
They were 


also present 
in the House 


gallery for the 
bill’s passage.
 The Honeycrisp 
apple was produced from a 1960 cross of 
the Macoun and Honeygold varieties, as 


�


ince its inception, the Min-
nesota Wild has referenced 
Minnesota as the State of 
Hockey.
 In 2009, the Legislature 
made ice hockey the official 
state sport — two years after 


fifth-graders from Groveland Elementary 
School in Minnetonka Minn., 
proffered the idea.
 In addition to the Wild, 
which began play in the 
National Hockey League 
in October 2000, the 
state has five Division 
I collegiate men’s and 
women’s teams and 
has the greatest 
number of high 
school hockey 
players in the 
country with 
9,033 participants on 126 girls and 158 
boys teams during the 2008-09 school year. 
Minnesota Hockey, the statewide governing 
body of amateur hockey, estimates 75,000 
Minnesotans play organized hockey, with 
countless others playing informally at 


neighborhood outdoor rinks.
 St. Paul-native Herb Brooks, 


who also coached at the 
University of Minnesota and 
for the Minnesota North 
Stars ( the state’s former NHL 
team), led the U.S. hockey 
team to a gold medal at the 


1980 Winter Olympics, often 
referred to as the “Miracle on 
Ice.”
 The United States Hockey Hall 
of Fame is located in Eveleth. ▼


S


part of a University of Minnesota apple 
breeding program aimed to develop fruit 
that could thrive in colder climates. The 
original seedling was planted in 1962, and 
the Honeycrisp apple was formally intro-
duced in 1991. ▼


The State Sport








eople from Willmar may be unaware that the 
county in which they live — Kandiyohi — means 
“where the buffalo fish come” in the Dakota 


language. 
 And some people from Mora may have no idea 


that the county in which they live — Kanabec — is the 
Ojibway word for “snake.”
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then the following origins of county 
names should offer a brief sketch of the  
Minnesota character. ▼


A itkin County: Named for  
William Alexander Aitkin, a fur 
trader with the Ojibwa Indians, 
who married into an influential 


Indian family. Est. May 23, 1857.


Anoka County: Taken from the town of 
that name, which, in the Dakota language, 
means “the other side, or both sides.” The 
town lies on both sides of the Rum River. 
Est. May 23, 1857.


Becker County: Named for law-
yer George Loomis Becker, one of 
three people elected to Congress 
in 1857. But upon gaining state-


hood, Minnesota was allotted only two 
House seats, and Becker lost the draw. 
His reward, in part, was having a county 
named after him. Est. March 18, 1858.


B e l t r a m i  C ou nt y :  Nam e d  for  
Giacomo Constantino Beltrami, an Italian 
explorer who searched for the source of 


the Mississippi River. Accused of plot-
ting to establish 


an Italian re-
public, he was 


exiled and came to 
America. 


Est. Feb. 28, 1866.


Benton County: Named for Thom-
as Hart Benton, a U.S. senator from 


Missouri from 1821 to 1851. Seven other 
states have counties named for him. Es-
tablished on Oct. 27, 1849, Benton is one 
of the earliest Minnesota counties.


Big Stone County: Derived from Big 
Stone Lake. The name is a translation 
of the Dakota term that alluded to the 
granite quarries at one end of the lake.  
Est. Feb. 20, 1862.


Blue Earth County: Taken from the Da-
kota name — Makato — for the Blue 


Earth River. “Maka” means earth, 
and “to” means blue or green. 
Est. March 5, 1853. 


 Those are just a few of the derivations 
of the names of Minnesota’s 87 counties 
— little-known facts that are largely over-
looked in the bustle of ordinary life.
 But those names are perhaps the best 
indicator of the patchwork quilt that is 
Minnesota. Each county has a distinct 
flavor all its own.
 Minnesota’s diversity isn’t surprising 
given the state is the nation’s 12th largest 
in size. But the regional differences, from 
the flat potato and sugar beet country of 
the Red River Valley in northwestern Min-
nesota to the dairy farms and hardwood 
forests of the southeast, and from the lush 
lake country of the northeast to the  rich 
prairie lands  in southwestern Minnesota, 
have been largely put aside since Minne-
sota became a state in 1858.
 Just as the 50 United States 
are different, so, too, are the 
87 counties of Minnesota. But 
there is clearly a united sense of  
Minnesota. ▼


F ifteen county names came 
directly from the Dakota 
language, and 12  are de-
rived from the Ojibway lan-


guage — the two principal Ameri-
can Indian groups in Minnesota. 
Fifty-two counties were named for 
early explorers, fur traders, Min-
nesota pioneers and prominent U.S.  
citizens. 
 Wilkin County, for example, was 
named for Col. Alexander Wilkin, 
who was shot and killed in the Civil 
War in 1864 during the battle at 
Tupelo, Miss.  
 Six more counties were named by 
pioneers for prominent geographic 
features of the area. Pine County, for 
example, was named for the abundant 
pine forests in the region. 
 If it’s true that the most telling 
glimpses of a culture are revealed by 
studying what is most overlooked, 
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Cottonwood County: Named after the 
Cottonwood River and the many cotton-
wood trees in southern Minnesota. Est. 
May 23, 1857.


Crow Wing County: Named for the 
Crow Wing River. The river’s name is an 
erroneous translation of the Ojibway term 
for “raven’s wing.” The raven is a cousin of 
the crow. Est. May 23, 1857.


Dakota County: Named after 
the Dakota people, who made 
up a large number of affiliated  
American Indian groups that 


lived in Minnesota and adjoining states. 
The Indian meaning for “Dakota” is  
“alliance” or “league.” Est. Oct. 27, 1849.


Dodge County: Named for Henry Dodge, 
a territorial and state governor of Wiscon-
sin, and his son, Augustus C. Dodge, of 
Iowa. Wisconsin Territory had included 
parts of Minnesota. Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Douglas County: Named in honor of 
Stephen Douglas, a U.S. senator, states-
man and leader in the Democratic Party.  
Est. March 8, 1858.


Faribault County: Named after Jean 
Baptiste Faribault, a longtime trad-
er with the Dakota. He moved to 
Minnesota in 1803 and was the first 


white settler to practice agriculture in the 
state. Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Fillmore County: Named after Millard 
Fillmore, president of the United States from 
1850 to 1853. Fillmore visited Minnesota in 
1854 after leaving the presidency.
Est. March 5, 1853.


Freeborn County: Named after William 
Freeborn, a territorial settler. 
Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Goodhue County: Named after 
the first printer-editor in Min-
nesota, James Madison Good-
hue. He founded the Minnesota  


Pioneer in 1849. Est. March 5, 1853.


Grant County: Named in honor of Ulysses 
S. Grant, who led the Union forces to vic-
tory in the Civil War. He was later elected 
president of the United States. Grant visited 
Minnesota in 1883 to celebrate the comple-
tion of the Northern Pacific Railroad. Est. 
March 6, 1868.


Hennepin County: Named after 
Louis Hennepin, a Franciscan 
missionary, explorer and author. 
This early explorer came to the 


area during the 1670s.
Est. March 6, 1852.


Houston County: Named for Samuel 
Houston, president of Texas before it 
became a state. Houston later became a 
U.S. senator. Est. Feb. 23, 1854. 


Hubbard County: Named after Lucius 
Frederick Hubbard, governor of Min-
nesota from 1882 to 1887, and founding 
editor of the Red Wing Republican. 
Est. Feb. 26, 1883.


Isanti County: Taken from the name 
of the Izaty Indians, the ancient name 
for the Santee Indians, members of the 
Dakota alliance. Est. Feb. 13, 1857.


Itasca County: Named from two Latin 
words for “truth” and “head.” The  Mis-
sissippi River passes through this county 
from Lake Itasca in Clearwater County.  
Est. Oct. 27, 1849.


Jackson County: The origin of 
this name is still in dispute. Ear-
ly sources have the county being 
named after Henry Jackson, the 


first merchant in St. Paul and a member 
of the first Territorial Legislature. Later  
accounts have the county named after 
Andrew Jackson, the seventh president 
of the United States. Est. May 23, 1857.


Kanabec County: Named after the 
Ojibway word for “snake” and the 
Snake River within the county.  
Est. March 13, 1858.


Kandiyohi County: Taken from the 
Dakota language. “Kandiyohi” means 
“where the buffalo fish come.” The fish 
swim upstream in the region’s rivers to 
spawn. Est. March 20, 1858.


Kittson County: Named after Norman 
Wolfred Kittson, an early pioneer of the 
area. Est. March 9, 1878.


Koochiching County: Named after an 
Ojibway word for Rainy Lake and Rainy 
River, it means “neighbor lake and river.” 
Est. Dec. 19, 1906.
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Brown County: Named for Joseph 
Renshaw Brown, a prominent pioneer, 
soldier, trader, lumberman, speculator, 
founder of cities, legislator, politician 
and editor. Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Carlton County: Named for  
Reuben B. Carlton, one of the 
first settlers in the town of 
Fond du Lac. He was a farm-


er and blacksmith for the Ojibway.  
Est. May 23, 1857.


Carver County: Named for explorer-
author Capt. Jonathan Carver, who 
explored the Minnesota area as early as 
1766. He later wrote a book about his 
travels. Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Cass County: Named after Lewis Cass, 
who led an expedition that explored the 
area. He was also a governor of Michi-
gan Territory, a U.S. senator, and held 
cabinet positions with two presidents.  
Est. Sept. 1, 1851.


Chippewa County: Named for the Chip-
pewa, or Ojibway, American Indians and 
the Chippewa River, which joins the Min-
nesota River in this county. “Chippewa” 
is a French corruption of “Ojibway.”  
Est. Feb. 20, 1862.


Chisago County: Named after the 
county’s largest lake, Ki-chi-sago, mean-
ing “large” and “lovely” in Ojibway. 
The Legislature meant to name the 
county “Chisaga,” but a typographical 
error changed the last letter from “a” to 
“o.” The mistake was never corrected.  
Est. Sept. 1, 1851.


Clay County: Named after American 
statesman Henry Clay, a member of both 
houses of Congress, speaker of the House 
and a candidate for president several 
times. Est. March 8, 1862.


Clearwater County: Named after 
Clearwater Lake and Clearwater River 
that lie within the county. The Ojibway 
name — clear water — was inspired by 
the crystal clearness of the lake and river. 
Est. Dec. 20, 1902.


Cook County: Named after Maj. Michael 
Cook of Faribault, a prominent citizen 
who died fighting in the Civil War. Cook 
moved to Minnesota in 1855, worked as a 
carpenter, and served as both a territorial 
and state senator. Est. March 9, 1874.







Pine County: Named for the abundant pine 
trees in the area. Pine City is its county seat, 
and it has several lakes and rivers named 
“pine.” Est. March 1, 1856.


Pipestone County: Named for the county’s 
supply of red pipestone used by the Indians 
to make sacred pipes. Est. May 23, 1857.


Polk County: Named in honor of James 
Knox Polk, the 11th president of the U.S. 
On Polk’s next to last day in office, he 
signed the congressional act organizing the  
Minnesota Territory. Est. July 20, 1858.


Pope County: Named in honor of Gen. 
John Pope who led explorations of this area. 
He also was commander of the U.S. Army’s 
Department of the Northwest, headquar-
tered in St. Paul. Est. Feb. 20, 1862.


Ramsey County: Named in honor of 
Alexander Ramsey, the first gover-
nor of the Minnesota Territory, the 
second mayor of St. Paul and the 


second governor of the state of Minne-
sota. He later served as a U.S. senator and 
secretary of war. Est. Oct. 27, 1849.


Red Lake County: Named after Red Lake 
and Red Lake River. The Ojibways named 
the lake for its wine-like color at sunset. 
Est. Dec. 24, 1896.


Redwood County: Named for the cedars 
and willows in the area. Est. Feb. 6, 1862.


Renville County: Named for Joseph 
Renville, an early settler in Minnesota. He 
served with the British in the War of 1812, 
leading a company of Dakota warriors 
against U.S. forces. He later served as an in-
terpreter, trader and source of information 
about the Dakota. Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Rice County: Named after Henry Mower 
Rice, one of the first two U.S. senators from 
Minnesota. Est. March 5, 1853.


Rock County: Named after the prominent 
rock deposit in the county. The rock plateau, 
covering 3 or 4 square miles and a height of 
175 feet, also gives its name to a river within 
the county. Est. May 23, 1857. 


Roseau County: Named after Roseau Lake 
and Roseau River, the French translations 
of the Ojibway references to the many reeds 
in the lake and river. Est. Dec. 31, 1894.


Meeker County: Named after Bradley  
B. Meeker, an associate justice of the  
Minnesota Supreme Court from 1849 to 
1853. Est. Feb. 23, 1856.


Mille Lacs County: Named after the 
county’s large lake called Mille Lacs, which, 
in French, means a thousand lakes. It was 
known to the Dakota as “spirit lake,” and 
to the Ojibway as “great” or “everywhere 
lake.” Est. May 23, 1857.


Morrison County: Named after William 
and Allan Morrison, two brothers who 
settled and worked in this area. 
Est. Feb. 25, 1856.


Mower County: Named in honor of John 
E. Mower, a lumber worker and state leg-
islator. Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Murray County: Named after William Pitt 
Murray, who served in various positions 
within territorial, city and state govern-
ment. Est. May 23, 1857.


Nicollet County: Named after  
geographer-explorer Joseph Ni-
colas Nicollet, who had a map of 
the area published in 1843. Est. 


March 5, 1853.


Nobles County: Named after William 
H. Nobles, a member of the Territorial 
Legislature. Est. May 23, 1857.


Norman County: Named in honor of the 
large number of Norwegians, or Normans, 
who settled in this county. When the 
county was established on Feb. 17, 1881, it 
had the largest proportion of Norwegians 
in the state. 


Olmsted County: Named after 
David Olmsted, the first mayor 
of St. Paul. He later became edi-
tor of the Minnesota Democrat, a 


pioneer newspaper. Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Otter Tail County: Named after Otter Tail 
lake and river. The lake received its name 
from the Ojibway words for a long and 
narrow sand bar that was shaped like an 
otter’s tail. Est. March 18, 1858.


Pennington County: This county, 
established Nov. 23, 1910, is one of 
the state’s newest counties. It was 
named after Edmund Pennington, 


a longtime railroad operator.


L ac qui Parle County: Taken 
from the French translation of 
the Dakota words meaning “the 
lake that speaks.” The name  


apparently stems from the echoes that 
bounce off the bluffs around the lake. 
Est. March 6, 1871.


Lake County: Received its name from 
Lake Superior, which is directly south of 
the county. Est. March 1, 1856.


Lake of the Woods County: Named after 
the lake of the same name that lies within 
a portion of the county. Jacques De Noyon, 
a Frenchman who explored the area in 
1688, named the lake “Lac aux Iles,” or 
Lake of the Woods, because it has more 
than 14,000 heavily forested islands. Est. 
Jan. 1, 1923.


Le Sueur County: Named in honor of 
Pierre Charles Le Sueur, a Canadian 
French trader and explorer who first visited 
Minnesota in 1683. Est. March 5, 1853.


Lincoln County: Named in honor of 
Abraham Lincoln, president of the United 
States during the Civil War. The Legislature 
made four attempts to name a county in 
honor of Lincoln. Est. March 6, 1873.


Lyon County: Established by two legisla-
tive acts on March 6, 1868, and March 2, 
1869. It’s named after General Nathaniel 
Lyon, who was killed in the Civil War. 


M cLeod County: Named after 
Martin McLeod, an early fur 
trader in Minnesota. 
Est. March 1, 1856.


Mahnomen County: Named after the Ojib-
way word for wild rice, whose root word is 
“mano,” or spirit. Wild rice is abundant in 
this area. Est. Dec. 27, 1906.


Marshall County: Named after William 
Rainey Marshall, governor of Minnesota 
from 1866 to 1870. Est. Feb. 25, 1879.


Martin County: Named after Henry 
Martin, who moved to the area, bought 
large tracts of land, and then returned to 
his home in Connecticut. Other accounts 
have the county named after Morgan 
Lewis Martin, a U.S. representative from 
Wisconsin who introduced the law call-
ing for the organization of the Territory 
of Minnesota. Est. May 23, 1857.







Swift County: Named for Henry Adoni-
ram Swift, governor of Minnesota in 1863. 
Elected lieutenant governor, he succeeded 
to the governorship when Gov. Alexander 
Ramsey resigned to take a U.S. Senate seat. 
Est. Feb. 18, 1870.


Todd County: Named in honor of 
John Blair Smith Todd, commander 
of Fort Ripley from 1849-56. He was 
a veteran of the Seminole and Mexi-


can wars and later became a trader. Est. 
Feb. 20, 1855.


Traverse County: This county’s name 
comes from Lake Traverse which lies 
“transverse” to Big Stone and Lac qui Parle 
lakes. The name comes from a Dakota 
word meaning “lake lying crosswise.” Est. 
Feb. 20, 1862.


W abasha County: Named after 
three successive chiefs of Mis-
sissippi bands of Dakota Indi-
ans. Est. Oct. 27, 1849.


Wadena County: Received its name 
from an old trading post. It stems from 
an Ojibway word meaning “a little round 
hill.” It’s also a common Ojibway name. 
Est. June 11, 1858.


Waseca County: Named for the Dakota 
word meaning “rich,” a reference to the fertile 
soil in the area. Est. Feb. 27, 1857.


Washington County: Named in honor 
of George Washington, a founding father 
and first president of the United States. 
Est. Oct. 27, 1849.


Watonwan County: Taken from the 
Dakota word, “watanwan,” meaning “fish 
bait,” or “where fish bait abounds.” 
Est. Feb. 25, 1860.


St. Louis County: Named for the 
St. Louis River, the largest river 
flowing into Lake Superior. It is 
the largest county in the state. Est. 


March 3, 1855, and March 1, 1856.


Scott County: Named for Gen. Winfield 
Scott, who served in the War of 1812, 
the Mexican War, and, for 20 years, was 
commander-in-chief of the U.S. Army. 
Est. March 5, 1853.


Sherburne County: Named for Mo-
ses Sherburne, an associate justice of 
the Supreme Court of the Minnesota  
Territory. Est. Feb. 25, 1856.


Sibley County: Named in honor of Gen. 
Henry Hastings Sibley, an early pioneer, 
governor and military defender of the state. 
Sibley was the first governor of Minnesota. 
Est. March 5, 1853.


Stearns County: Named after Charles 
Thomas Stearns by mistake. The county 
was to be named after Isaac Ingalls Stevens, 
but a clerical error changed the name to 
Stearns. The Legislature decided Stearns 
was worthy of the honor, and another 
county was later named after Stevens. Est. 
Feb. 20, 1855.


Steele County: Named after Franklin 
Steele, a prominent pioneer of Minneapo-
lis. The Legislature elected Steele to the 
first Board of Regents of the University 
of Minnesota. Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Stevens County: Named after Isaac Ingalls 
Stevens, who commanded a surveying 
expedition for a Pacific railroad. An 
earlier attempt to name a county in his 
honor failed due to a clerical mistake in 
the Legislature. Est. Feb. 20, 1862.


Wilkin County: Named, for the third time, 
after Col. Alexander Wilkin, a lawyer who 
served as Minnesota’s U.S. marshal and was 
later killed in the Civil War. Earlier, it was 
named for a U.S. senator from Georgia who 
later became the Confederacy’s secretary 
of state; then, for Andrew Johnson, who 
succeeded Abraham Lincoln to the presi-
dency. Neither of them were acceptable to 
county residents, so they petitioned the 
Legislature to change the name to Wilkin. 
Est. March 6, 1868.


Winona County: Named in honor of 
Winona, a female cousin of Wabasha, who 
was the last of three successive chiefs of the 
Mississippi band of Dakota with that name. 
Winona, in the Dakota language, means 
“first-born female.” Est. Feb. 23, 1854.


Wright County: In a compromise, this 
county was named after Silas Wright, 
a New York statesman. The delega-
tion traveling to St. Paul to propose the  
establishment of the county was unable 
to agree on a name. A member of the 
delegation, who was a friend of Wright, 
proposed Wright’s name for the county; the  
delegation agreed. Est. Feb. 20, 1855.


Y ellow Medicine County: Named 
after the Yellow Medicine River 
that crosses the county. Yellow 
Medicine stems from the Dakota 


word, “pajutazee,” for the long, yel-
low grasses that are abundant in this  
region. Est. March 6, 1871.


Source: Upham, Warren, Minnesota Geographic Names. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society, 1969; reprinted 1979.
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W ho are these men and women in the Legislature? 
Where do they come from, and how did they become 


representatives? The easiest answer to that question 
is that they are us.


 The 134 members of the House of Representatives are 
from all walks of life and from all regions of the state. They are 
farmers, teachers, attorneys and homemakers. And each has his 
or her reason for getting involved in the political process.


 Perhaps it was a problem encoun-
tered on the job or in the community 
that sparked an interest to get a law 
changed. Maybe it was the belief that 
the representative from his or her area 
hadn’t done a good job.
 For whatever reason, the 134 rep-
resentatives who serve in the House 
are elected to represent the people. 
And each year, they meet in the State 
Capitol in St. Paul to discuss ideas for 
new laws and changes to old ones.
 Remember not to con-
fuse your representatives 
in the Legislature for 
members of Congress. 
Your state representa-
tives focus on more 
local issues that are 
of importance to the 
state as it relates to 
your community. In 
Congress, members 
are concerned with 
national issues as they 
relate to the state of  
Minnesota. 
 The Legislature is di-
vided into 67 legislative 
districts, with about 73,425 
people in each district. Vot-
ers elect one senator from 
each of those districts. 
 Each Senate district is divided 
into two sections. Voters elect one 
House member, or representative, 
from each section, making a total of 
134 representatives. These districts, 
which are made up of about 36,713 
people each, are identified on the 
accompanying map with an “A” or 
a “B.”
 Every 10 years, after the federal 
government completes its census, the 
Legislature must “reapportion” and 


redistrict the state’s legislative and 
congressional districts to reflect shifts 
in population. Reapportion means to 
redistribute the district so that each 
member represents the same number 
of people. Redistrict means to redraw 
the boundaries for each district to 
reflect that population.
 The state constitution requires that 
each district reflect approximately 


the same num-
ber of people. 
Redistricting 
occurs in the 


odd-num-
bered year 
following a 
census. For 


example, the 
1990 census 
p o p u l a t i o n 
d e t e r m i n e d 
redistricting 
efforts in 1991, 
and the 2000 
census deter-


mined current 
districts.
 A l t h o u g h 
most legislators 
consider their 


governmental duties as a part-
time job, that trend is changing. In 
2009, “full-time legislator” ranked 


fourth — behind educators, attorneys 
and those in business — among the 
most commonly listed occupations. In 
1981, no House members considered 
themselves full-time lawmakers.
 Farming is tied for the seventh 
most common occupation among  
representatives in 2009. From 1995 
to 2001, it ranked fifth, falling to 11th 
in 2005.
 Also, many more women now serve 


in the Legislature than in the past. In 
2007 and 2009, a record 43 women 
served in the House — up from  
37 in 2005 and 32 in 2003.
 Legislators also represent a wide 
variety of ages and educational back-
grounds. In 2009, members ranged 
in age from mid-20s to more than 80, 
and the overwhelming majority had 
some educational training past high 
school.
 You only have to be 21 years old to 
run for the Legislature. You have to 
have lived in Minnesota for one year 
and in the district you will represent 
for at least six months prior to the 
election.
 Why do people want the job of be-
ing a representative? Some have an 
interest in particular topics, such as 
health care or children’s issues, and 
want to change state law. Others are 
intrigued by the political process. Still 
others are recruited by leaders of the 
state’s four major political parties 
— Republican, Democratic-Farmer-
Labor, Independence or Green — to 
run for election.
 But more and more people are 
pursuing a seat in the Legislature 
from other political parties, as 
well. Though the overwhelming  
majority of members represent  
major parties, you don’t have to be-
long to a major party to be elected to 
the House.
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Your legislator People elect members, also known 
as representatives, to the House every 
two years. And if the people 


don’t like the way their representa-
tives vote on issues, they have the 
power to vote them out of office. 


embers of the House 
of Representatives are 
elected to represent us. 
 But don’t be confused 
between the state Leg-
islature and Congress. 
Though we have repre-


sentatives in both, they are responsible 
for very different duties.


 


Members of  
Congress represent 


a much larger group 
of people than legislators 


do. Each of Minnesota’s eight 
members in the U.S. House of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  r e p r e s e n t 
approximately 500,000 people.
 And members of Congress are 
concerned with federal laws and 
regulations, as they relate to Min-
nesota. For example, they might be 
interested in preserving national 
parkland, funding for the nation’s 
military forces or military bases in 
Minnesota, or national trade policy. 
They go to Washington, D.C. when 
Congress is in session.
 Members of the state Legislature 
make state laws and regulations. 
They are usually concerned with 
such issues as the state income tax, 
school testing and graduation stan-


dards, maintaining state parks or 
criminal penalties for vari-


ous crimes. State legisla-
tors meet each year in  


St. Paul.
 But what do 
state legislators 
really do and how 
do they do it?


Minnesota  State Legislative Districts
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 Perhaps the most important respon-
sibility of a House member is to pass 
judgment on the many proposed laws 
that are considered each session at the 
Capitol.
 Typically, more than 2,000 bills are 
introduced each year, but only a few 
hundred of those become law. The 
proposed laws touch just about every 
facet of human experience. 
 Would a bill, or proposal, to limit the 
draining of the state’s wetlands, for 
example, unfairly restrict the ability 
of farmers to make a living? 
 Would a proposal calling for the 
state to pay for the spraying of hordes 
of grasshoppers kill off too many 
honeybees and possibly harm the 
food chain? 


t’s hundreds of topics like these 
that House members wrestle 
with each legislative session. 
Sometimes they vote the way they  
believe the majority of people in 
their district would. But other 
times, members vote their con-


science — particularly when it’s un-
clear how the people in their districts 
would feel about an idea.
 That’s the prin-
ciple behind 
representa-


tive government. We elect representa-
tives because of what they stand for 
and rely on them to make decisions 
in the best interests of the people in 
the districts they represent, as well as 
the state as a whole.
 And sometimes legislators look 
to representatives of a specific group 
— nurses or small business owners, 
for example — to explain important 
details of a bill on a specific topic. 
Because there are literally hundreds 
of bills considered each year, it’s 
hard for representatives to keep 
abreast of all of them.
 For example, there are about 1,400 
registered lobbyists in Minnesota, 


representing a wide variety of differ-
ent groups and organizations. And 
thousands of other citizen lobbyists 
travel to the State Capitol every year 
to let legislators know what issues are 
important to them and why.


Metropolitan Area


Suburban Area







 In addition to voting on proposed 
legislation, House members also intro-
duce bills, which generally come from 
one of four sources: themselves, inter-
est groups, one of their constituents or 
the governor’s office and various state 
departments and agencies.
 In the first year of the latest two-
year spending cycle, or biennium,  
beginning in 2009, House members 
introduced 2,407 bills and senators 
introduced 2,166 bills. In 2008, the 
second year of the previous biennium, 
1,704 bills were introduced in the 
House and 1,523 in the Senate.
 Although many people believe most 
legislative action occurs in the House 
or Senate chambers, that’s hardly the 
case. The real shaping of legislation 
occurs in any of the 35 or so House 
committees and divisions and 25 or 
so Senate committees and divisions.


he committees are divided 
by subject area; the House 


C o m m e r c e  a n d  L a b o r 
Committee and the House 
Bioscience and Workforce 
Development Policy and 
Oversight Division are two 


examples. On most days when the 
Legislature is in session, you’ll likely 
find your representative sitting in 
three or four committees on which 
he or she serves.
 House members specify their 
committee preferences, and the 
Speaker of the House tries to honor the 
requests. A representative from rural 


Minnesota, for example, might want 
to serve on the House Agriculture, 
Rural Economies and Veterans Affairs 
Committee because of the importance 
of farming to his or her area.
 However, House leaders try to 
make sure members representing a 
number of geographic areas and other 
characteristics are on each committee 
to create a diverse viewpoint.
 Before a bill can become law, it often-
times must pass through three or four 
different committees before it is sent to 
the full House for consideration. A bill 
calling for regulations on pesticides, 
for example, may be heard in both the 
House Agriculture, Rural Economies 
and Veterans Affairs Committee and 
the House Environment Policy and 
Oversight Committee because of its 
potential impact in both areas.
 It can take weeks and months 
for a bill to advance through sev-
eral committees. And because the  
sponsor of a bill must appear before 
the committees to answer questions, 
it takes a lot of his or her time, as 
well. Your representative generally 
spends a little less than one-half of 
each year at the State Capitol on a 
full-time basis.
 The state constitution specifies that 
the Legislature cannot remain in ses-
sion for more than 120 legislative days 
during a biennium. During the first, 
or odd, year of the two-year cycle, 
the Legislature typically meets from 
the beginning of January to mid-May. 
During the second, or even year of the 


cycle, the Legislature usually meets 
for about three months. The second 
year of the cycle is often called the 
“short year.” 
 Aside from their legislative duties at 
the Capitol, representatives also meet 
with people and groups from their 
districts to hear their concerns, and 
often serve on various commissions 
between legislative sessions.
 They also hold local town meetings 
to glean information and determine 
the concerns of their constituents.
 In addition, representatives some-
times work as “caseworkers” to solve 
problems encountered by people living 
within their districts. Oftentimes, your 
representative, who understands the 
ins and outs of government and carries 
some clout as a legislator, can help sort 
things out.
 And sometimes these problems give 
rise to an idea for a new law.


ut don’t take our word for it; 
get to know the representa-
tive and senator for your dis-
trict. Come to the Capitol and 
attend a House committee 
or floor session, or just come 
to take a tour of the historic 


building. Read informational 
publications that are available from 
the Legislature at no cost.
 To find more information about 
these, contact the House Public 
Information Services Office at  
651-296-2146 or  800-657-3550 or visit 
our Web site at www.house.mn.
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ntimidated by the complexity of government? Does the political 
process seem too unwieldy? Rest assured. You’re not alone if you 
feel overwhelmed. But there are several government agencies that 
can help you find information.I


Who is my legislator?


If you’re unsure who your legislator 
is, call House Public Information 
Services at 651-296-2146 or 800-657-
3550, or stop by room 175 in the State 


Office Building. To locate your legisla-
tor, all that’s required is your address.
 You can also go onto the Internet to 
determine your legislators. Simply go to 
www.gis.leg.mn, click on Who Represents 
Me, and enter your address.


Does my legislator have e-mail?


E-mail is one way to contact your 
legislator. If you have a specific is-
sue or concern, you may address it 
to your legislator or send it to the 


chair of a committee that may have ju-
risdiction over the topic area.
 However, it is not a good idea to send  
e-mail messages to all 134 representatives 
and 67 senators. Given the volume of e-mail 
each legislator receives, an e-mail addressed 
to a specific legislator from a constituent 
will get attention. A mass e-mail likely 
will not.
 Each member’s e-mail address is listed 
on the Legislature’s Web site. It is based on 
his or her title, first name, last name, and 
whether they are members of the House or 
the Senate. Generally, e-mail addresses are 
rep.firstname.lastname@house.mn or sen.
firstname.lastname@senate.mn. You can 
also call House Public Information Services 
to obtain e-mail addresses.


What’s going on in the Legislature?


Each year, thousands of bills are 
introduced in the Legislature, 
but not all become law. Through 
the Minnesota Legislature’s Web 


site (www.leg.mn), users can find the 
text of bills, bill status, biographies of 
the bill sponsors and a wealth of other  
legislative information.
 Another way to keep abreast of legislation 
is through the Session Weekly, a free, weekly 
newsmagazine published by nonpartisan 
House Public Information Services. The 
newsmagazine contains brief synopses 


of many bills that are being considered 
by the Legislature and a complete listing 
of all House bills that are introduced. To 
subscribe call House Public Information 
Services at 651-296-2146 or 800-657-3550. 
You can also sign up on the House Web site  
(www.house.mn).
 You can also receive daily e-mail updates on 
action in the House at the Session Daily Web 
site (www.house.mn/hinfo/sdaily.asp).


Where in the process is the bill  
I’m following?


Y ou can easily track any bill making 
its way through the process by going 
to www.leg.mn. Once there, click 
the words “Bill Search & Status” 


where you can begin your search by bill 
number, author, committee of origin or 
keyword.
 You can also call House Index at  
651-296-6646 for bill status information.
 Need a copy of a bill? Call the Chief Clerk’s 
Office at 651-296-2314 with the bill’s file 
number.
 For Senate bill information, call 
Senate Information at 651-296-0504 or  
888-234-1112.


When are committee meetings 
scheduled?


Committee meeting schedules and 
agendas are always available over 
either the phone or the Internet. 
House Public Information Ser-


vices provides a recorded schedule at 
651-296-9283.
 House committee schedules are updated 
on the Internet throughout the day. Go to 
www.house.mn/hinfo/hinfosched.asp. For 
Senate committee schedules, go to www.
senate.mn/schedule.
 Those wishing to receive the schedule by 
e-mail, can sign up by going to www.house.
mn/maillist/mailinglist.asp and clicking 
on “House Schedule. To sign up for Senate 
e-mail notifications, go to www.senate.mn/
schedule/subscribe.php?ls=.
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House Public Information Services
175 State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155-1298
651-296-2146; 800-657-3550
Minnesota Relay Services at 711 or
800-627-3529 (TTY)
Fax: 651-297-8135


Chief Clerk's Office
211 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155-1622
651-296-2314


House Index Department
211 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155-1622
651-296-6646


Senate Information
231 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
651-296-0504
888-234-1112
651-296-0250 Metro area TTY
888-234-1216 Greater Minn. TTY 
Fax: 651-296-6511
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Give your reasons for supporting or  
opposing the measure. Tell your legislator 
why you think the bill, if it becomes law, 
will help or hurt you, your children, your 
business or your community. Explain 
what it means to you.


• Use terms they will understand and avoid 
using abbreviations.


• Offer to be of assistance. Offer to testify 
if there is a hearing regarding the issue 
with which you’re concerned.


• Ask for a reply if you want one. However, 
keep in mind how many meetings and 
hearings your legislator must attend. 


• Be polite and reasonable. Lawmakers can’t 
please everyone. They may disagree with 
you. Try to respect their views. Don’t lose 
your temper, even on paper. Tell your 
legislator what you think and why, but 
be polite.


• And finally, be sure to say “thanks.”


Don’t . . .
• Don’t use form letters or postcards. Use 


your own words. Legislators say, “I’d 
rather get one short, simple, handwritten 
letter than a hundred form letters that 
organizations urge people to write. The 
letters come in stacks 300 deep. Even if 
they’re handwritten, they’re word for word 
the same.” Also, use personal or business 
stationery, or a plain sheet of paper.


• Don’t threaten legislators. Legislators say, 
“Some folks don’t know how you stand 
on an issue, but they’ll attack you right 
off the bat. They’ll say, ‘Vote for HF____  
or else,’ and you may already think it’s a 
wonderful idea. Or they’ll write, ‘Why 
aren’t you supporting this bill, you fool?’ 
and you’re the sponsor of the bill. Threats 
and insults don’t work.”


•  Don’t  address  a  leg is lator  as  
“Congressman.”


How did my legislator vote?


T here are hundreds of votes taken 
each legislative session. The 
Journal of the House, available 
at the Chief Clerk’s office, and 


the Senate Journal, available from 
the Secretary of the Senate, contain a 
complete record of floor votes taken in 
the respective bodies on any given day. 
House members' floor votes on specific 
bills can be accessed from the House 
main Web page by clicking on “Recorded 
Roll Call Floor Votes.” Committee votes 
are not recorded.


How do I let my legislator know 
how I feel about an issue?


Give your legislator a call. But, at 
the same time, remember that 
an organized telephone cam-
paign is the least effective way 


of making a point. The best way to get 
his or her attention is with a short, well-
reasoned letter. Here are a few do’s and 
don’ts on how to write an effective letter 
to your legislator:


Do . . .
• Be brief — try to keep your letter to no 


more than one page.


• Make your letter neat and easy to read.


• Identify the issue at the top of the letter 
and cover only one issue per letter. If you 
have more than one issue that needs to 
be addressed, write separate letters for 
each issue.


• Remember — you’re the expert; make your 
letter informative.


• Identify yourself and the reason for your 
expertise.


• Get right to the point. For example, you 
may wish to begin your letter like this: “I 
hope you will support (oppose) HF___.”  


This is the proper way to address your 
letter:


Representative ____________________
Minnesota House of Representatives
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155-1298
or
Senator _________________________
Minnesota Senate
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606


The salutation should read:


Dear Representative: 
or
Dear Senator:


Here are a few more tips on how 
to get in touch with your repre-
sentative:


• Make an appointment. It’s best to let your 
representative know when you’re going 
to be at the Capitol so he or she can  
arrange to spend some time with you. 
Call or write.


• If you’re calling about a specific piece of 
legislation, find out theHouse or Senate 
file number and status before you contact 
your legislator. For help, call House Index 
at 651-296-6646. 
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here’s a human story behind many of the laws that 
are passed each year by the Minnesota Legislature. 


Often, an idea for a new law comes from an ordinary 
citizen.


 The bill is then introduced in either 
the House or Senate and referred to 
a committee where members will 
discuss it, invite public testimony, and 
take amendments. The identical bill 
(called a companion bill) is usually 
introduced in the other body.
 Committees in both bodies can 
either recommend the bill to pass, 
amend it and then recommend it to 
pass, or defeat the measure.
 If the bill is recommended to pass, 
it can then be re-referred to another 
committee for consideration or to 
the full House for a vote by all the 
members. 
 Generally, a bill referred to the 
full House will then be listed on the 
General Register, which is a pool of 
the bills awaiting action on the House 
floor. The measure will receive a 
vote in the full House only after the 
bill is selected to be on the Consent 
Calendar, Calendar for the Day or 
the Fiscal Calendar, which are lists 
of bills scheduled to be taken up by 
the  body on a specific date. 
 For most bills, 68 votes are all that’s 
needed to pass in the House; 34 in the 
Senate.
 If the bill is passed by both the 
House and Senate, it’s then sent to the 
governor for a signature. Although 
this often happens with minor, non-
controversial bills, it rarely occurs 
with major spending or tax bills.
 The Senate and House typically 
approve differing bills in addressing 
the same topic. When that occurs, a 
conference committee — either three 
or five members from each body — is 
named to work out the differences.
 Once a compromise is reached, 
the bill is returned to both the House 
and the Senate for final approval, and 
then sent to the governor for his or 
her signature.


 When 6-year-old Katie Fritz of 
Farmington was killed by a garage 
door opener, her parents and others 
successfully lobbied the Legislature 
for a law — the first in the nation — to 
regulate the openers.
 When reports of a brutal dog 
beating were first aired, Nancy 
Minion of Woodbury and other 
animal rights activists sprang to 
action. They mounted a drive in a 
few short months to get a law passed 
which would prevent dogs that are the 
victims of abuse from being returned 
to their abusive owners.
 And when Sandra Shanley of 
Anoka, who suffers from multiple 
sclerosis, tired of the bureaucratic pro-
cess of applying for absentee ballots 
before each election, she spoke with 
her representative. The result was a 
new law that allows permanently dis-
abled people to automatically receive 
absentee ballots before each election, 
which will help ensure their right to 
vote and prevent an often trying trip 
to the polls.
 Those were just a few of the  
200 bills that were signed into law 
during one legislative session.
 Former Minneapolis senator Jack 
Davies, who served in the state Senate 
from 1959 to 1982, summed it up 
nicely when he said, “After all is said 
and done, ideas dominate legislative 
life.”


o how does a bill become 
law? In many different ways. 


But the basic process works 
like this: 
Legislative staff translates 
the idea for a new law into 
proper legal form. A legisla-


tor, who either initiated the idea 
or acted upon a suggestion, becomes 
the chief sponsor of the bill.


 Although the process is simple 
in theory, it can often be confusing 
in practice. A bill that is defeated or 
amended in committee early in a ses-
sion is often resurrected in a different 
form a few weeks later.
 That’s just what happened with 
a bill to appropriate money to help 
pay for the investigation of the Jacob 
Wetterling kidnapping, for example. 
The appropriation request wasn’t 
approved in a committee, so on the 
House floor, the chief sponsor added 
the proposal as an amendment to 
a separate bill on taxes. It passed, 
and later the governor signed it into 
law.


he legislative process in 
practice is akin to those long 


balloons that can be twisted 
into various shapes. Squeeze 
the air out of one section and 
it’ll pop up in another.
 For that reason, legislators, dur-


ing legislative sessions, often recite the 
immortal words of baseball great Yogi 
Berra: “It ain’t over ’til it’s over.” ▼
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Sponsors
Each bill must have a legislator 
to sponsor and introduce 
it in the Legislature. That 
legislator's name appears on 
the bill along with the bill’s 


file number to identify it as it moves 
through the legislative process. There 
may be up to 34 co-sponsors from the 
House and four from the Senate. Their 
names also appear on the bill.


How a Bill Becomes a Law in Minnesota
Idea


A bill is an idea for a new law 
or an idea to change an old 
law. Anyone can suggest an 
idea for a bill — an individual, 
consumer group, professional 


association, government agency or 
the governor. Most often, however, 
ideas come from legislators, the 
only ones who can begin to move an 
idea through the process. There are  
1 3 4  H o u s e  m e m b e r s  a n d  
67 senators.


Legal form
The Office of the Revisor of 
Statutes and staff from other 
legislative offices work with 
legislators in putting the idea 
for a new law into proper 


legal form. The revisor’s office is 
responsible for assuring that the 
proposal’s form complies with the 
rules of both bodies before the bill is 
introduced into the Minnesota House 
of Representatives and the Minnesota  
Senate.


General Register
In the House, the General 
Register serves as a parking 


lot where bills await action 
by the full body. Bills chosen 


to appear on the Consent 
Calendar, Calendar for the Day or 
the Fiscal Calendar are drawn from 
the General Register. 


In the Senate, a different procedure is 
used. Bills are listed on the General 
Orders agenda. Senate members, act-
ing as the “committee of the whole,” 
have a chance to debate the issue 
and offer amendments on the bill.  
Afterwards, they vote to recom-
mend: passage of the bill, progress 
(delay action) or further committee 
action. And sometimes they recom-
mend that a bill not pass. From here, 
the bill is placed on the Calendar.


Calendar for the Day
In the House, the Calendar 
for the Day is a list of bills the 
House Rules and Legislative 
Administration Committee 
has designated for the full 


House to vote on. Members can 
vote to amend the bill, and after 
amendments are dispensed with, the 
bill is given its third reading before the 
vote of the full body is taken. The 
House also has a Fiscal Calendar, 
on which the chair of the House 
Ways and Means Committee or 
House Taxes Committee can call up 
for consideration any tax or finance 
bill that has had a second reading. 
The bills are debated, amended and 
passed in one day.


21 3
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In the Senate, bills approved by the 
"committee of the whole" are placed 
on the Calendar. At this point, the 
bill has its third reading, after which 
time the bill cannot be amended 
unless the entire body agrees to it. 
Toward the end of the session, the 
Senate Committee on Rules and 
Administration designates bills 
from the General Orders calendar to 
receive priority consideration. These 
Special Orders bills are debated, 
amended and passed in one day.


A bill needs 68 votes to pass the 
House and 34 votes to pass the Sen-
ate. If the House and Senate each pass 
the same version of the bill, it goes to 
the governor for a signature. 
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Introduction
The chief House sponsor of the 
bill introduces it in the House; 
the chief Senate sponsor  
introduces it in the Senate. 
Identical bills introduced in 


each body are called companion bills. 
The bill introduction is called the 
first reading. The presiding officer 
of the House then refers it to an 
appropriate House committee for 
discussion; the same thing happens 
in the Senate. 


Committee
The bill is discussed in one or 
more committees depending 
upon the subject matter. 
After discussion, committee 
members recommend action 


— approval or disapproval — to 
the full House and full Senate. The 
House committee then sends a report 
to the House about its action on 
the bill; the Senate committee does 
likewise in the Senate. 


Conference
If the House and Senate 
versions of the bill are 
different, they go to a 
conference committee. In the 
House, the speaker appoints 


three or five representatives, and 
in the Senate, the Subcommittee on 
Committees of the Committee on 
Rules and Administration selects the 
same number of senators to form the 
committee. The committee meets to 
work out differences in the two bills 
and to reach a compromise. 


Governor
Once the governor has the 
bill, he or she may: sign it, 
and the bill becomes law; 
veto it within three days; or 
allow it to become law by 


not signing it. During session, the 
House and Senate can override a 
governor’s veto. This requires a two-
thirds vote in the House (90 votes) 
and Senate (45 votes). The governor 
also may “line-item veto” parts of a 
money bill, or “pocket veto” a bill 
passed during the last three days of 
the session by not signing it within  
14 days after final adjournment. ▼


Floor
T h e  c o n f e r e n c e 
c o m m i t t e e ’ s 
compromise bill then 
goes back to the House 
and the Senate for 


another vote. If both bodies pass 
the bill in this form, it is sent to 
the governor for approval or 
disapproval. (If one or both bodies 
reject the report, it goes back to 
the conference committee for 
further consideration.) A conference 
committee report cannot be  
amended on the House or Senate 
floor.
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How a Bill Becomes a Law in Minnesota
Floor


After the full House or Senate 
accepts the committee report, 
the bill has its second reading 
and is placed on the House 
agenda called the General 


Register or the Senate agenda called 
General Orders. (A committee can 
recommend that non-controversial 
bills bypass the General Register 
or General Orders and go onto the 
Consent Calendar, where bills usu-
ally pass without debate.) After this 
point, House and Senate procedures 
differ slightly.
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How do legislators vote on various 
issues?


lthough people frequently 
call and ask for a legislator’s 
“voting record,” no such 
complete document exists. 


In reality, each legislator casts 
hundreds of votes on assorted bills 
that are subsequently recorded in the 
Journal of the House. The Senate has a 
comparable journal.
 If you want to know how a 
legislator voted on a specific bill, the 
House Index Office and the Senate 
Information Office can help you.
 Probably the best way to get a feel 
for a legislator’s voting record is to 
contact any number of special inter-
est groups that rate legislators based 
on issues that are important to them. 
Several business associations and 
environmental groups, for example, 
issue regular ratings. ▼


When do new laws go into effect?
ost new laws go into effect 
on Aug. 1 following a 
legislative session unless a 
bill specifies another date. 
Exceptions are bills that 


contain an appropriation, which 
become effective July 1, the same 
date the fiscal year begins, unless 
otherwise noted. ▼


What is an omnibus bill?
n omnibus bill is a large bill 
that includes several different 
issues under one general topic 
such as education. It's usually 


a finance or revenue bill, contains 
many pages,  and is often comprised 
of several individual bills. Legislators 
often say the smaller bills are “rolled 
into” the larger one. ▼


Questions and Answers
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committee took on the bill. This 
happens in advance of the floor debate 
on the bill.
 The third reading occurs 
immediately preceding the final vote 
on the bill.
 Even though the Minnesota 
Constitution requires this process, it 
permits legislators to dispense with 
the rule when necessary. ▼


What happens to bills remaining 
on calendars at the end of the first 
session of a biennium?


ills of this nature are returned 
to the last committee from 
which they were reported to 
the floor. But before they can 
be reported to the floor in the 


succeeding year, the committee must 
again recommend action. ▼


Are there any legislative deadlines?


ills can be introduced at any 
time during a session, but there 
are committee deadlines after 
which a bill will no longer be 


considered that session.
 Commit tee  deadl ines  are 
announced during the first half of a 
session in order to pare down the list 
of topics to be dealt with that year. 
Generally the first deadline requires 
that a bill pass out of necessary policy 
committees in its house of origin. 
The second deadline requires all 
bills, except major omnibus finance 
and revenue bills, to pass out of all 
policy committees in both bodies. A 
third deadline dictates when money 
bills must be passed out of a finance 
or tax committee. ▼


How are bills amended?


i l l s  go ing  through the 
Legislature are often amended, 
which can greatly change the 
thrust of a bill.
 Most often legislators make 


amendments to bills when they 
are being considered in committee. 
Committee members are usually 
well-versed in the subjects of the bills, 
and they have the time at this point to 
consider making changes. Legislators 
can also amend bills when they reach 
the House or Senate floor. In both 
cases, amendments are adopted by 
a majority vote.
 Generally, the legislator offering 
the amendment will have the proposal 
drafted by legislative staff before 
offering it for discussion. ▼


What are first, second and third 
readings?


“reading” is the presentation of 
a bill before either house when 
the bill title is read. Bills must 
have three readings, one on 


each of three separate days, before 
they can receive final approval. Each 
of these readings is a stage in the 
enactment of a measure. Exceptions 
can occur, however, if the rules are 
suspended.
 The Minnesota Constitution 
outlines this procedure to ensure 
that legislators know exactly what 
bills are before them, and to allow 
time for legislators to study the  
proposals.
 The first reading occurs when a 
sponsor introduces a bill on the House 
or Senate floor, after which it is sent 
to a committee for consideration. 
 The second reading occurs when 
either body accepts the committee 
report regarding the action the 
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innesotans are represented at the capitols in both  
St. Paul and Washington, D.C. The U.S. Senate and  
U.S. House in Washington function much like the state 
Legislature with one major difference. The bills that 
U.S. senators and representatives debate apply to the 
whole country — not just the state.


he U.S. Senate has 100 members; 
two senators are elected from each 


state. They are elected to six-year 
terms and about one-third of the 
seats are elected every two years. 


Senators are elected statewide and each 
represents the entire state.
 To be a candidate for the Senate, a 
person must be 30 years old, a resident of 


the state, and a citizen of the United 
States for at least nine years.
 The U.S. House of Representa-


tives has 435 members; the num-
ber of representatives a state 


has is based on the state’s 
population. Minnesota 


has eight representa-
tives in the U.S. 


Hou se,  eac h 
elected from 


one of 


the state’s 
eight congres-
sional districts. 
Each U.S. House 
member represents 
more than 500,000 people.
 Every 10 years, the U.S. census fig-
ures redistribute the districts for 


all the states in the country. The state 
legislatures are responsible for redraw-
ing the district lines, based on census 
population figures. 
 At various times in the state’s history, 


of the United States for at least seven 
years.
 Rank-and-file members of the House 
and Senate were paid $169,300 in 2008, 
not including travel and other expenses. 
A cost-of-living increase takes effect 
annually, unless Congress votes not to 
accept it.
 Although the U.S. House is often 
informally referred to as Congress, that 
term really refers to both the U.S. House 
and U.S. Senate taken together. 


Contacting members of Congress
embers of Congress are your 
representation in Washing-
ton D.C., and you should feel 
free to contact them for any 
issues you feel are important. 


Follow typical rules of etiquette, mak-
ing sure to address each member as 
“Congressman,” “Congresswoman” 
or “Senator.”
 In addition, you should contact your 
members in Congress if you are planning 
a trip to the nation’s capital. They can ar-
range tours of the White House and the  
U.S. Capitol. Remember to call a few 
weeks in advance so they can accom-
modate your request.
 U . S .  s e n a t o r s  a n d  U . S .  
representatives also have local offices 
to serve constituents. Each senator 
has offices throughout the state. And  
representatives, depending on the 
geographic size of the district, have as 
many as six local satellite offices.


 Each member also has a Web site and 
electronic mail, which can be a useful 
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Minnesota has had more than eight 
seats in the U.S. House. Minnesota had a 
Ninth District from 1903-1962. The state 
had a 10th District from 1915-1933.
 In addition, special circumstanc-
es from 1858-1863, 1913-1915, and 
from 1933-1935, prompted Minne-
sota to elect at-large representatives in  
Congress.
 Though the character and boundaries 
of Minnesota’s congressional districts 
have changed significantly over the 
years, in recent history, a few things 
have remained constant. The northern 
half of the state is often split in two 
to make up districts and the cities of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul (including 
Ramsey County) typically have their 
own districts.
 And, as population has become more 
concentrated in the Twin Cities met-
ropolitan area, the cities surrounding 
it have made up more of the districts. 
Typically, four of the state’s congres-


sional districts are located in the 
surrounding area.


Unlike U.S. senators, U.S.  
representatives represent 


only those people who 
live within their 


districts. They 
each serve a 


two-year term 
a n d  a r e 


e l e c t e d 
in even-


n u m b e r e d 
years.
 To run for the U.S. 
House, a person must 
be at least 25 years old, 
a resident of the state they 
will represent, and a citizen 
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way to contact them. U.S. senators each 
have pages on the U.S. Senate Web site 
at www.senate.gov. U.S. representa-
tives’ Web sites can be found at the 
main House of Representatives site at 
www.house.gov.
 For general congressional informa-
tion, call the U.S. Capitol Switchboard  
202-224-3121.


 You can also call Minnesota House of 
Representatives Public Information 


Services at 651-296-2146 or  
800-657-3550 for specific contact 
information for Minnesota’s 
congressional delegation.


 F o r  o t h e r  f e d e r a l  
information, call 800-688-9889.  


The White House can be reached by 
dialing 202-456-1414.
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Constitution
C reation of the document contain-


ing the guiding principles for 
the state was not an easy task; 
however, in the end, territorial 


residents adopted the Minnesota Con-
stitution. Seven months later, on May 
11, 1858, the document was ratified by 
the U.S. Senate, and Minnesota became 
the 32nd state.
 A constitutional convention began 
on July 13, 1857, to develop the state 
constitution. However, there was so 
much bitterness between the political 
parties that separate conventions were 
necessary. A conference committee, 
with five members from each side, was 
necessary to reach an agreement.
 The political divide was so great that 
each party signed its own copy of the 
constitution. While essentially identi-
cal, the two had about 300 differences 
in punctuation, grammar and wording 
because of transcription errors. Written 
on white paper, the Republican version 
was signed by 53 delegates; the Demo-
cratic version, on blue paper, was signed 
by 51 delegates.
 The territorial secretary, a Democrat, 
forwarded the party document to 
Washington, D.C., to be ratified. But it 
was not the only choice lawmakers had, 
because the Republican version of Min-
nesota’s constitution was also submitted,  
although the sender of that document is 
unknown. When the bill came back from 
the nation’s capital, it was the Republican 
bill that was attached.
 More than 100 years later, in 1974, the 
document was generally revised to main-
tain its functionality. The approval came 
after a two-year study, which concluded 
the document needed to be restructured 
for easy reference, and rewritten using 
modern language without altering its 
meaning of the document. The original 
document remains the final authority in 
cases of constitutional law.
 Minnesota voters have changed the 
document 120 times since its inception. 
Another 93 proposed constitutional 


amendments failed to garner public 
support.
 The first two amendments approved 
by voters were the establishment of a 
state government and a $5 million loan 
to railroads. Each was ratified during 
an April 15, 1858, special election.
 For a change to occur from 1858 to 
1898, it was required that a majority of 
House and Senate members approve a 
proposed amendment, followed by a 
majority of voters that vote yes or no 
on the amendment question.
 Since 1898, the latter was changed 
so that “a majority of all electors vot-
ing at the election,” were needed, not 
just those who voted on the proposed 
amendment.
 Other amendments approved by vot-
ers were the reorganization of the state 
judicial system in 1972, the creation of a 
state lottery in 1988, the preservation of 
the state’s hunting and fishing heritage 
in 1998, dedicated transportation fund-
ing in 2006 and dedicated environment 
and arts funding in 2008. ▼


ARTICLES
 Like many states, Minnesota’s 
constitution is longer than the U.S. 
Constitution. Today, the 14 articles in 
the constitution relate to issues from 
appropriations to highways to legisla-
tors to taxation and transportation. 
The following are highlights of each 
article: 


ARTICLE I
 The first article is the Bill of Rights.
 Divided into 17 sections, the article, in 
part, outlines the object of government, 
ensures the rights and privileges 


of citizens, prohibits unreasonable 
searches and seizures, permits the 
right to a jury trial and ensures that 
no preference is given to any religious 
establishment or mode of worship.
 


ARTICLE II
 This act establishes the name Min-
nesota and establishes that the state 
“has concurrent jurisdiction on the 
Mississippi and on all other rivers and 
waters forming a common boundary 
with any other state or states.” It also 
mandates that waters leading into the 
state be forever free without tax, duty 
or tolls.


ARTICLE III
 This article certifies that state gov-
ernment is to be divided into three 
departments: executive, legislative and 
judicial. It also ensures that, for the most 
part, no person from one department 
can exercise any of the power belonging 
to another department.


ARTICLE IV
 The composition and workings of 
the Legislature are described in this 
article.
 For example, it requires that the 
Legislature be composed of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, and 
it ensures that representation in each 
body be proportionate to the different 
sections of the state.
 Under the constitution, representa-


Minnesota voters have changed the 
state constitution 120 times since 
its inception. Another 93 proposed 
constitutional amendments failed to 
garner public support.


e, the people of the state of Minnesota, 
grateful  to  God for  our c iv i l  and  


religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate 
its blessings and secure the same to ourselves 


and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution.”


“W
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tives serve two-year terms and senators 
serve four years, except for the election 
following redistricting, which takes 
place once a decade after the latest 
census is taken.
 It also states that members cannot 
meet for more than 120 regular legisla-
tive days during each biennium, and 
cannot meet after the Monday following 
the third Saturday in May.


ARTICLE V
 The governor, lieutenant governor, 
attorney general, auditor and secretary 
of state shall comprise the executive 
department of state government.
 This article states the qualifications 
and length of term for each position, and 
establishes a chain of command if the 
governor and/or lieutenant governor 
is unable to fulfill their duties.
 


ARTICLE VI
 According to the constitution, “The 
judicial power of the state is vested in 
a supreme court, a court of appeals, if 
established by the legislature, a district 
court and such other courts, judicial 
officers and commissioners with 
jurisdiction inferior to the district court 
as the legislature may establish.”
 This article establishes the makeup 
and duties of the respective courts, the 
term of office for judges and a method 
for filling a bench vacancy.


ARTICLE VII
 Giving every Minnesota adult the 
opportunity to vote is one component 
of this section.
 In addition to covering who may cast a 
ballot and when, this article also explains 
eligibility to hold office and states that 
constitutional or legislative office cam-
paign spending limits shall be limited.


ARTICLE VIII
 Elected officials are just like other 
Minnesotans in that they cannot 
perform illegal activity without con-
sequence.
 According to the constitution, “The 
governor, secretary of state, auditor, 
attorney general and the judges of the 
supreme court, court of appeals and 
district courts may be impeached for 
corrupt conduct in office or for crimes 


and misdemeanors; but judgment shall 
not extend further than to removal from 
office and disqualification to hold and 
enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit 
in this state.”
 This article also provides the means 
for the recall by voters of a legislator, 
executive branch officer or certain 
judges. A person who resigns from of-
fice or is recalled cannot be appointed 
to the subsequent vacancy.


ARTICLE IX
 Because the state constitution is 
ever-changing, a process is provided 
for amending the document. 
 By law, proposed constitutional 
amendments must be approved by 
the Legislature and submitted to state 
voters at a general election. If a majority 
of all people casting ballots vote yes, 
the amendment becomes part of the 
constitution.
 Additionally, a process is established 
for revising the constitution, including 
the calling of a constitutional convention 
and the needed votes for ratification.


ARTICLE X
 The power of taxation is among the 
topics addressed in this article. 
 According to the constitution, “Taxes 
shall be uniform upon the same class 
of subjects and shall be levied and 
collected for public purposes, but 
public burying grounds, public school 
houses, public hospitals, academies, 
colleges, universities, all seminaries of 
learning, all churches, church property, 
houses of worship, institutions of purely 
public charity, and public property used 
exclusively for any public purpose, 
shall be exempt from taxation except as 
provided in this section.”
 Further, the constitution addresses 
the taxing of forestation, iron ore pro-
ducing or manufacturing, motor fuel 
and aircraft. 
 An amendment adopted in 1982, 
permitting the Legislature to autho-
rize on-track parimutuel betting on 
horseracing, is in this article.


ARTICLE XI
 State appropriations and finances are 
the subject matter of this article.
 For example, it states the purpose 


for which public debt can be incurred, 
when certificates of indebtedness may 
be issued, and lays out bonding require-
ments.
 It also addresses the permanent school 
fund, permanent university fund, the 
exchanging of public lands for publicly 
or privately held land, the environment 
and natural resources trust fund and the 
safekeeping of state funds.
 


ARTICLE XII
 While the constitution is directed 
more toward state government, this 
article addresses special legislation for 
local government.
 For example, “The legislature may 
provide by law for the creation, 
orga n i z at ion,  ad m i n i s t rat ion, 
consolidation, division and dissolution 
of local government units and their 
functions, for the change of boundaries 
thereof, for their elective and appointive 
officers including qualifications for 
office and for the transfer of county 
seats.” The Legislature shall also, by 
law, provide for charter commissions.
 


ARTICLE XIII
 Many miscellaneous provisions 
are under this article, including the 
establishment of a general and uniform 
system of public schools; that no lotter-
ies can be authorized other than the state 
lottery; that a person who sells products 
grown on their farm or in their garden 
does not need a license; that St. Paul 
is the seat of government in the state; 
and that the Legislature “shall pass 
laws necessary for the organization, 
discipline and service of the militia of 
the state.”


ARTICLE XIV
 This article is dedicated to the state’s 
public highway system and its funding. 
For example, it establishes a state trunk 
highway system, and ways to fund 
roadways overseen by smaller political 
units, such as counties or cities, within 
the state.  ▼


For a complete copy of the Minnesota 
Constitution, go to http://www.house.mn/
cco/rules/mncon/preamble.htm.
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xecutive Branch: The Administrators
Five Constitutional Officers: Governor, Lieutenant Governor,  
Secretary of State, State Auditor, Attorney General.E


The Three Branches of  
Minnesota State Government


Governor
Term: four years


Requirements:
• qualified voter
• 25 years old
• Minnesota resident — one year
• U.S. citizen


Responsibilities:
Executive
• administer laws and affairs of the state
• appoint heads of departments and agencies
• act as commander-in-chief of state mili-


tary forces2


egislative Branch: The Lawmakers
Bicameral Legislature: Minnesota House of Representatives and  


Minnesota Senate.


House of Representatives and Senate
Members:
 134 representatives, one from each 
House district; 67 senators, one from each 
Senate district (there are two House dis-
tricts within each Senate district)


Terms: two years for House members; four 
years for senators (in years ending in "0," 
senators are elected to a two-year term)


Requirements: 
• qualified voter
• 21 years old
• Minnesota resident — one year
• district resident — six months before 


election


Responsibilities:
Legislative
• introduce and study ideas (bills) for laws (all 


revenue-raising bills begin in the House)
• serve on standing committees
• pass state laws (all bills must pass both 


the House and the Senate)
• can override governor’s veto (requires 


two-thirds vote in both House and Senate)


Judicial
• judge election qualification of members
• can expel members
• House can impeach members of the 


executive and judicial branches


L
• Senate can convict and remove members 


of the executive and judicial branches 
after House impeachment


Other
• respond to the needs and concerns of 


constituents
• elect regents to the University of  


Minnesota


Organization:
Each body
• begins regular session every odd-


numbered year in January and 
meets beginning usually in Febru-
ary each even-numbered year


• may meet for up to 120 legislative days 
during the biennium, but not after the first 
Monday following the third Saturday in 
May


• organizes on the basis of majority
 and minority caucuses
• elects a member as presiding officer 


(speaker of the House; president of the 
Senate)


Speaker of the House; Chair of Senate Rules and 
Administration Committee
• designates number, function, chairs  


and majority members of committees
• designates number of committee members 


the minority appoints


Standing committees
• study and research bills
• hear public testimony on bills
• make recommendations to the full 


House and the full Senate


Conference committees
• resolve differences when the House and 


Senate pass different versions of a bill
• consist of three or five members of each 


body


Legislative Commissions
• chairs are usually legislators
• various authorities (usually the governor) 


appoint members 
• do in-depth studies on specific issue 


areas, and review related laws, rules and 
finances


• serve as advisory groups to the Legislature
• example: Legislative-Citizen Commission 


on Minnesota Resorces


Legislative
• inform Legislature of condition of the state
• propose a state budget
• review bills the Legislature passes —  


approve (sign) or reject (veto)
• can call emergency legislative sessions


Judicial
• appoint judges to fill vacancies in  


district, appellate and supreme courts
• issue pardons and reprieves, restore civil 


rights to felons
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udicial Branch: The Judges
Three Levels of Courts: Supreme Court, Court of Appeals,  
District Court.


Supreme Court
Members:
 One chief justice and six associate 
justices (total seven judges)


Term: six years


Requirements: licensed to practice law in 
Minnesota


Responsibilities:
• hear appeals on decisions from the Court 


of Appeals, Workers’ Compensation 
Court of Appeals, the Tax Court and  
persons convicted of first-degree murder


• hear constitutionality cases
• interpret the law and constitution
• regulate all courts in the state
• recommend improvements of the judicial 


system
• oversee law practice and judicial planning


Note: The Tax Court and Workers’ Compensation 
Court of Appeals are administrative divisions of 
the Executive Branch.


Court of Appeals
Members:
 One chief judge, 18 associate  judges  
(total 19 judges)


J
Term: six years


Requirements: licensed to practice law in 
Minnesota


Responsibilities:
• hear appeals on decisions from lower courts
• hear appeals from administrative agencies
• hear appeals from commissioner of  


Employment and Economic Development


District Court
Members:
 Ten judicial districts, each 
with several judges (about 289 
judges)


Term: six years


Requirements: licensed to practice law in 
Minnesota


Responsibilities:
• hear criminal cases
• hear public policy issues, civil cases
• hear juvenile cases
• hear family cases
• hear probate cases
• hear traffic cases


Conciliation Court
Members:
 One conciliation court in each county — 
District Court judges  serve as  
conciliation court judges except in Henne-
pin and Ramsey counties where assigned 
attorneys serve as referees


Requirements: licensed to practice law in 
Minnesota


Responsibilities:
• hear only civil claims of damages up to 


$7,500 (except for disputes over consum-
er credit transactions, which must be less 
than $4,000 to be heard in conciliation 
court)


Note: Conciliation Court is a division of District 
Court.


Judicial Boards and
Advisory Committees
• Supreme Court and/or governor
 appoints members
• advise courts
• consists of lawyers, administrators,  
 legislators, judges, lay members
• example: State Board of Law Examiners


Lieutenant Governor
Term: four years (voters elect as team with 
governor)


Requirements:
• qualified voter
• 25 years old
• Minnesota resident — one year
• U.S. citizen


Responsibilities:
• represent governor
• assume governor’s responsibilities in 


governor’s absence or if a vacancy occurs
• assume duties governor assigns


Secretary of State
Term: four years


Requirements:
• qualified voter
• 21 years old


Responsibilities:
• act as chief election official


• certify official documents, governor’s 
executive orders, laws the Legislature 
passes


• regulate Minnesota businesses
• act as custodian of official records


State Auditor
Term: four years


Requirements:
• qualified voter
• 21 years old


Responsibilities:
• monitor financial affairs of state
• collect, check and standardize financial  


information from local units of government
• investigate audit reports


Attorney General
Term: four years


Requirements:
• qualified voter
• 21 years old


Responsibilities:
• provide legal services to state government
• represent the state in court cases
• enforce laws concerning charitable  


organizations
• protect public rights


State Departments and Agencies
Departments
• 24 executive departments
• governor appoints the head  


(commissioner) of each department
• example: Department of Human Services


Agencies
• independent, separate from departments
• governor appoints portions of membership
• example: Minnesota Zoological  Garden


Semi-State Agencies
• separate from departments and agencies
• not under direct appointive control of 


the governor
• example: Minnesota State  Agricultural 


Society


3
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