
1997 Project Abstract 
For the Period Ending June 30, 1999 
This project was supported by Environmental and Natural Resources Trust Fund. 

TITLE: RIM -CRITICAL HABITAT MATCH PROGRAM 
PROJECT MANAGER: Kim Hennings 
ORGANIZATION: · Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
ADDRESS: 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4007 
E-Mail: kim.hennings@dnr.state.mn.us 
LEGAL CITATION: ML 1997, Chap. 216, Sec. 15, Subd. 17(i) 
APPROPRIATION AMOUNT: $630,000 -

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES: A private-state partnership whereby pr_ivate donations are 
matched dollar-for-dollar with state funds to acquire or improve critical fish, wildlife, and native 
plant habitats. Projects emphasize the protection and enhancement of habitat for endangered or 
threatened species, protection of uncommon or diminishing ecological communities, benefits to existing fish 
and wildlife populations, and enhancement of fish and wildlife oriented recreation. Contributions to the 
Nongame tax checkoff are also eligible for state matching dollars that are used for nongame 
management projects and to improve habitat for nongame species. 

OVERALL PROJECT RESULTS: This project generated $630,000 in private donations to the 
State that included $33,475 in private cash donations, $346,525 in private land donations, and $250,000 
from the Nongame Checkoff Program. The land donations totaled 790 acres in four wildlife management 
areas(WMA), one aquatic management area(AMA), and one state park. 

The $630,000 in state matching dollars generated by these donations were use_d to fund the following 
critical habitat projects: 

~ Project Name Acres 
Development Greening the Great River Park Project 
Land Purchase Swan Lake WMA Tract 85 2.26 
Land Purchase Swan Lake WMA Tract 90 15.03 
Land Purchase Felton Prairie SNA 113.24 
Land Purchase Big Turtle Lake Island AMA 26.44 
Land Purchase Pebbles WMA 5.65 
Land Purchase New Maine WMA 27.16 
Professional Services 
Nongame 

Region 1 
Region 2 
Region 3 

Plovers, loons, bald eagles, Shelley lsfand, Techout Island WMA 
Common terns, bald eagles, goshawk, boreal owl, wood turtles 
Blanding's turtles, red shouldered hawk, 
frog monitoring, loons, eagles 

Region 4 Blanding's turtles, shrikes,· bald eagles, mussels, Swainson's hawks 
Region 5 Timber rattlesnake, bald eagle, Karner blue butterfly, prairie lands 
Region 6 Great blue herons, Blanding's turtles, loons, bald eagles, t. swans 
Central Office Project WILD bird curriculum, Lakescaping book 
Research Prairie butterflies, frog & toad surveys, loons, bon~al owls 
Pending balance (7-21-99) 

TOTAL 

Cost 
$153,098 
$ 3,225 
$ 24,950 
$ 24,809 
$106,558 
$ 6,267 
$ 10,104 
$ 61,093 

$ 26,580 
$ 25,258 

$ 26,316 
$ 26,806 
$ 27,519 
$ 26,507 
$ 43,744 
$33,059 
$ 4,107 
$630,000 

Th~ Greening the Great River Park Project (GGRPP) was a unique project that involved planting of 
· native trees, shrubs, and perenial flowers and grasses on public and private lands along the 
Mississippi River corridor in St. Paul. These plantings reconnect fragmented native cover along 
the river corridor and provide both aesthetic and mig~arory bird benefits. The lands purchased 
under this project will protect undeveloped shoreline, · critic~I wildlife habitat, and native prairie as 
well as provide areas for public use and enjoyment. 
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LCMR Work Program 1999 
I. PROJECT TITLE: RIM -CRITICAL HABITAT MATCH PROGRAM 

Project Manager: 
Affiliation: 
Mailing Address: 
Telephone Number: 
651/297-4961 

APPENDICES 

Kim Hennings 
. Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4007 
651/297-2823 E-Mail: kim.hennings@dnr.state.mn.us Fax: 

Appendix A: Total biennial project budget and appropriation language. 
Appendix B: Definitions of fish, wildlife, and critical habitat development activities. 
Appendix C: Critical Habitat Match (CHM) procedures. 
Appendix D: Bar chart of CHM status. 
Appendix E: Location of proposed expenditures. 

II. PROJECT SUMMARY AND RESULTS: 
This program provides an opportunity for private individuals, groups, and businesses to help fund the cost 
of acquiring or improving critical fish, wildlife, and native plant habitats. State funds in the Minnesota 
Critical Habitat Private Sector Matching account are matched dollar-for-dollar by restricted and 
unrestricted contributions of land easements, or cash to the program. 

Specific CHM procedures are outlined in Appendix C. Most donations are restricted for projects of mutual 
interest for the donor and the Division of Fish and Wildlife. Land donations and purchases have been 
primarily for wildlife management areas (WMA), with other projects involving acquisitions in scientific and 
natural areas (SNA), state parks, aquatic management areas (AMA)', and state forests. 

Projects will emphasize the protection and enhancement of habitat for endangered or threatened species, 
protection of uncommon or diminishing ecological communities, benefits to existing fish and wildlife 
populations, and enhancement of fish and wildlife oriented recreation. 

In addition to acquisition, critical habitat may be improved in order to protect and restore fish and wildlife 
populations and native plant communities. The most common projects are planting critical winter cover 
and secure nesting cover, restoring wetlands, and improving forest habitat. Fisheries habitat may be 
protected or improved by acquiring riparian lands, stabilizing lake or stream shores, restoring aquatic 
vegetation, improving fish habitat in streams, reclaiming watersheds, and other fisheries management 
activities. Work is also undertaken to improve habitat for nongame species. The private match for the 
nongame projects comes from the contributions to the nongame wildlife management account (as allowed 
by M.S. 84.943, Subd. 3). 



Special Critical Habitat License Plates: The 1995 Legislature authorized the issuance of a 
special critical habitat license plate to motor vehicle applicants who pay, in addition to the normal 
registration feesr an.extra $10 fee to cover the costs of handling and manufacturing the plate and 
contribute at least $30 annually to the Minnesota critical habitat private sector matching account. The 
contributions are credited to the CHM account and will be matched by private donations of cash or land to 
purchase or develop critical habitat for fish and wildlife. A portion of the plate funds will be matched with 
contributions to the nongame wildlife management account and used for critical nongame acquisition and 
development projects. The annual projected income is $460,000 based on 15,300 current registrations. 

Ill. WORK PROGRAM UPDATE SUMMARY: 03/10/99 - 6/30/99 
Expenditures: $530,000 in bonding funds, $72,000 in Trust funds, $218,000 in general reveune, 

and $194,000 in Conservation license plate funds were liquidated, for a total of $1,014,000. 
Donations received: $551,000 in new donations were matched. 

IV. OUTLINE OF PROJECT RESULTS: 

A. Total Program Expenditures: 

1996 Bonding 1997 Gen. Rev. 
Appropriation Amount $2,500,000.00 $600 I 000 • 00 

Obligated & Liquidated ($2,360,000.00) ($600 I 000, 00) 

Balance to liquidate $142,000.00 $0.00 

Proposed ($68,500.00) ($0.00) 
expenditures (6-30-99) 
Balance to spend $71,500.00 $0.00 

aIncludes $250,000 of funds matched by Nongame Checkoff donations. 
blncludes $250,000 of funds matched by Nongame Checkoff donations. 

1997 ETF 
$630,000.00 

($620,000. OO)· 

$10,0000.00 

($10,000.00) 

$0.00 

1998 Gen. Rev. CHM License Plate 
$5,500,000.00 $1,348,000.00 

($506,000.00t ($540,000.00) 

$4,994,000.00 $808,000.00 

($182,000.00) ($41,500.00) 

$4,815,000.00 $766,500.00 

8. Final Results - ML 1997, Chap. 216, Sec. 15, Subd. 17(i) RIM - Critical Habitat Acquisition and 
Enhancement $630,000 

This appropriation is from the trust fund to the commissioner of natural resources to accelerate the 
Reinvest in Minnesota Program (RIM) activities authorized under Minnesota Statutes, section 
84. 943. Projects must occur in both urban and rural areas. Retroactive reimbursement for the 
greening the great river park project is authorized. 

1. Private Match: This appropriation was matched with $33,475 in private cash donations, $346,525 
in private land donations, and $250,000 from the Nongame Checkoff Program. 
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2. RIM Match Projects: The following critical habitat projects were completed: 

~ 
Development 
Land Purchase 
Land Purchase 
Land Purchase 
Land Purchase 
Land Purchase 
Land Purchase 

- -Project Name 
Greening the Great River Park Project 
Swan Lake WMA Tract 85 
Swan Lake WMA Tract 90 
Felton Prairie SNA 
Big Turtle Lake Island AMA 
Pebbles WMA 
New Maine WMA 

2.26 
15.03 
113.24 
26.44 
5.65 
27.16 

Professional Services 
Nongame 

Region 1 
Region 2 
Region 3 

Plovers, loons, bald eagles, Shelley Island, Techout Island WMA 
Common terns, bald eagles, goshawk, boreal owl, wood turtles 
Blanding's turtles, red shouldered hawk, 
frog monitoring, loons, eagles 

Region 4 Blanding's turtles, shrikes, bald eagles, mussels, Swainson's hawks 
Region 5 Timber rattlesnake, bald eagle, Karner blue butterfly, prairie lands 
Region 6 Great blue herons, Blanding's turtles, loons, bald eagles, t. swans 
Central Office Project WILD bird curriculum, Lakescaping book 
Research Prairie butterflies, frog & toad surveys, loons, boreal owls 
Pending balance (7-21-99) 

TOTAL 

c. Current Appropriatio11s: New-Expenditures - Propos~d 

Cost 
$153,098 
$ 3,225 
$ 24,950 
$ 24,809 
$106,558 
$ 6,267 
$ 10,104 
$ 61,093 

$ 26,580 
$ 25,258 

$ 26,316 
$ 26,806 
$ 27,519 
$ 26,507 
$ 43,744 
$33,059 
$ 4,107 
$630,000 

The following $27,744, in hewbonc:ting .expenditures; $10H0.1 imETF, $209,9§7 ip <3enE:ral Revenue, 
and. $41,500 in -_CriticaVHabitatUceq§ePlatefunds focaJqtaLof$4$5,$35 are prgpqsec:Lfot LCMR 
recommendation: 
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PROPOSED CHM LAND PURCHASE EXPENDITURES 

Private Match Source:_5.!)% land donation (The landowner donates 50% of their property with the CHM Program 
purchasing the other half of the acreage. The actual acreage the State receives is twice that shown below.) 
County Proiect Acres Bonding ETF Gen; Revenue CHM License Plate 
Cass Kid/Lost Lakes AMA 9.00 $6,600.00 
Rock PF Mulder WMA 24.44 $14,500.00 

Private Match Source: Previous land donations (The CHM matching dollars are generated by previous land 
donations to the program. The total acreage and cost of each parcel is as shown below.) 
County 
Anoka 
Chippewa 
Clay 
Fillmore 
Goodhue 
Marshall 
Wilkin 
Subtotal 

Project Acres 
Burman WMA 21.40 
Lacqui Parle WMA 15.27 
UlenWMA 41.84 
Hvoslef WMA 34.00 
WarsawWMA 34.75 
New Maine WMA 56. 73 
Rothsay WMA 120.00 

357.43 

Bonding ETF 

$16,744.00 
$11,000;00 $10,104.00 

$27,744:00 $10,1'04.00 

Gen;• Revenue 

$36,000;00 
$20,J35,59 
$40;800;.00 
$28,956.00 

$40,000;00 
$184,991.59 

PROPOSED CHM DEVELOPMENTPROJECT EXPENOl"fURES 

CHM License.Plate 
$41,500.00 

$41,500.00 

Private Match Source: 50% cashdonatio11(Donors cOntribute:cash equ~ltohalflhe>proJxctcostandJheCHrvt 
Program provides the other half of th~project cost ThetotaLacreageof eaqhp~rceLis<a$ shown below:butthe total 
project cost is twice the amount shown below;) · · · 
County Project Acres Bonding ETF Gen; Revenue CHM>License Plate 
Carlton CloquetAreaWMA5.00 $500;00 

Mast Enhancement 
Carlton Fond du Lac Forest 25.00 $1,00o~oo 

Hubbard 

· Hubbard 

Nobles 

Nobles 

Roseau 

St. Louis 

St. Louis 

Subtotal 

TOTAL 

GRAND TOTAL 

Openings Improve. 
Clover Township 38. 00 
Openings Improve. 
Crow Wing Chain ·20.00 
WMA Thermal Cover 
Peterson WMA T 00 
Woody Cover. 
West Graham 6.00 
WMA Woody Cover 
Tamarck.Bog 70:00 
Hydroax 
Crippled Trail 
Project 
Long.Greer, 75;00 
Trail·Project 

246.00 

$2~000;00 

$2,000.00 

$2,700.00 

$1,795~00 

$3,000.00 

$4,000,00 

$4,Q00.Q0 

$20;995:00 

603.43 $27,744.00 $10,104.00 $205,986.59 

$285,334~59 

See Appendix B for definitions of fish, wildlife, and critical habitat development activities. 

$41,500.00 

The CHM Program will periodically present expenditure requests for these funds to LCMR for approval of specific 
projects. 

4 



V. CONTEXT: 
A. Significance: 
The CHM Program has been highly successful at encouraging private donations to help fund the cost of acquiring 

i enhancing crucial habitat for fish, wildlife, and rare and endangered species, as well as provide additional areas for 
Jted recreation. 

Since its inception in 1986, this public-private partnership has received and matched over $20 million in private 
donations. During the pas.tiive years, donations have averaged $1.0 to $1.5 million per year. This program continues to 
encourage substantial private donations and cooperation. 

ANTICIPATED PROGRAM NEEDS THROUGH JUNE 30, 2002 
Unmatched Appropriations 

Fiscal Year 2000 
Capita1($5.5 million) 
License. Plate 

Current balance 
Anticipated receipts 

Subtotal 
Fiscal Year 2001 

$193, 000:.00 

$365,000; 00 
$460,000.00 

$1,018,000.00 

Pledges Anticipated 

$t,500,000.00 

License Plate".'Anticipated receipts $460,000;00 $1,500,000.00 
Fiscal Year 2002 

License Plate-Anticipated receipts $460000;00 $1<.500 ooomo 
TOTAL $1;938,000.00 $3,500,000;00 
Based on these projections, donations will exceed available state matching dollars t>y $482;000byJhe 
end of Fiscal·Year 2000,. $1, 178,00Qby theend•·ofFiscalYear20Qt,andby $11562,0Q0 bythe<etidof 
Fiscal Year 2001: 

CUMULATIVE PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS THROUGH 06/30/99 
DONATIONS 

• Cash donations: $4.861 million 
Land donations: 

Unit 
Aquatic Management Areas 
State Forests 
Scientific and Natural Areas 
State Parks 
Wildlife Management Areas 
Conservation Easements 
TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES 
• Land purchases: 

Unit 
Aquatic Management Areas 
State Forests 
Scientific and Natural Areas 
State Parks 
Wildlife Management Areas 
TOTAL 

Habitat enhancement projects: 
~ 
Fisheries Enhancement 
Forest Enhancement 
Grassland Development 
Nongame Projects 
Prairie EnhancemenUDevel. 
SNA Development 
Wetland EnhancemenUDevel. 
Woody Cover Development 
TOTAL 

5 

Acres 
124.58 

1,421.39 
3,926.59 
3,000.50 

12,531.29 
500.77 

21,505.12 

Acres 
158.70 
175.43 

2,071.91 
206.90 

32,981.78 
35,594.73 

#Proiects 
7 
112 
5 
74 
38 
10 
28 
32 
306 

Donation Value 
$279,223.00 
$361,214.00 

$5,064,405.00 
$4,114,250.00 
$5,445,012.00 
$1,422,057.00 

$16,686,160.00 

Purchase Price 
$1,315,681.00 

$86,500.00 
$2,266,648.00 

$274,437.00 
$11,704,269.00 
$15,647,535.00 

Acres· 
2,687.00 

12,704.50 
672.00 

31.00 
15,103.50 

N/A 
10,855.30 

1190.55 
43,243.85 

Cost 
$261,960.00 
$978,849.00 

$9,445.00 
$352,352.00 
$369,461.00 

$23,296.00 
$526,120.00 
$122,098.00 

$2,643,582.00 



A status table summarizing all CHM appropriations is attached as Appendix A and a cumulative summary of 
state funding and private donations is shown on the bar graph on Appendix D. A complete listing of project 
expenditures reviewed and approved by LCMR during the period July 1, 1991 to November 11, 1995 has 
been provided to LCMR staff. 

B. Time: Environmental Trust Funds (ETF) and general revenue funds appropriated in 
1997 and will be expended by June 30, 1999. It is anticipated that the bonding funds appropriated in 1996 
will be expended by July 1, 1999. The 1998 general revenue appropriation should be spent by July 1, 2000. 

C. Budget Context: 
1. Professional Service Fees: 

Professional service fees include the following costs for CHM acquisition projects: staff time for the Bureau of 
Real Estate Management and Engineering, and the Attorney General's Office; appraisal and survey costs; 
and recording and abstracting fees to process RIM Match land donations and purchases. Habitat 
enhancement projects may also incur professional service costs if engineering is required to accomplish the 
project. The total cost to process and complete $31.3 million worth of RIM land donations and purchases is 
approximately 10% of the total value of these acquisitions. Professional service costs paid from the state 
appropriahons are included in the total amount "expended and /or approved for expenditure" on Appendix D. 
A similar percentage will be assessed for future professional service costs for RIM Match land acquisitions 
and for habitat enhancement projects that require engineering services. 

2. Use of Classified Employees: 
a. Type and Amount of Classified Salaries 

I. Part-time or seasonal natural resource technicians and laborers may be paid with these funds 
to conduct and assist in performing projects in this work program such as habitat development, improvement, 
or restoration projects on state wildlife management areas and selected natural resource lands. These 
positions are classified and unclassified. 

ii. These funds may be used to fund overtime costs of full-time wildlife personnel involved in 
habitat projects in this work program. 

b. Unique Qualifications 
The projects in this work program require specialized skills (wildlife identification, habitat 

knowledge, and management implications) and qualifications to implement them. Classified DNR Wildlife or 
Fisheries staff employees have the training, experience and certification required to perform these 
specialized tasks and are usually the best qualified to do these projects. 

c. Expense to the State 
Other options are considered to implement projects. Often hiring additional unclassified 

employees is impractical because they lack appropriate knowledge or would require extensive training while 
some existing staff with necessary skills are less than full-time. Contracts with outside _biologists or heavy 
equipment operators are used when possible, but contractors are not available for some projects. 

d. Supplemental Nature of Appropriation 
The amount of time seasonal and part-time employees work is based on available funds. These 

funds will be supplementing their other work. Without these funds, none of the projects in this work program 
would be completed. They are an acceleration of these initiatives. 

VI. COOPERATION: Coordination with other DNR divisions, federal agencies, and private non-profit groups 
is constantly explored to protect critical habitat. In most cases, the DNR works closely with the donors to 
determine suitable critical habitat projects to be funded with the state matching dollars. Interest in the CHM 
has been remarkable as evidenced by both the wide variety and number of donors that have made 
contributions. Of the over 370 donors, 158 were private individuals, 196 conservation groups, 14 
corporations, and 5 were miscellaneous groups. 

VII. LOCATION: A wide range of subsections across the state depending on donor interest in the CHM 
matching project. 

VIII. Reporting Requirements: Work program updates will be submitted at least semiannually or more 
frequently as CHM expenditure approvals are needed. 
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APPE A 
(Dollars in .sands) Components of Balance 

Total Matched Matched I Pledges Accepted 
(Donations Matched and Balance to Matched and but not Balance (Waiting 

Appropriation Year Appropriated Received) Liquidated Liquidate Encumb. Encumb. To Match for donation) 

BONDING 
RIM Critical Habitat Match 1986-90 5,280 5,280 5,280 0 0 0 0 

I 
0 

RIM Critical Habitat Match 1 1991 3,000 3,000 3,000 0 0 0 0 0 
RIM Critical Habitat Match2 1992 1,250 1,250 1,250 0 0 0 p 0 
RIM Wildlife Acquisition 1994 1,000 1,000 1,000 0 0 0 0 0 
BIM Wildlif~ 8~gui~i1iQD5 

SUBTOTAL 13,030 13,030 12,882 148 I 8 140 0 I 0 

TRUST FUND 
RIM Critical Habitat Match 1993 2,600 2,600d 2,600 0 0 0 0 I 0 
RIM Critical Habitat Match3 1995 250 250a 250 0 0 0 0 0 
RIM Critical Habitat Match4 1996 630 630 630 0 0 0 0 
RIM Critical Habitat Acq. & 1997 630 630b 578 52 42 10 0 0 

6 

SUBTOTAL 4,110 4,110 4,058 52 42 10 0 0 

FUTURE RESOURCES FUND 
RIM Critical Habitat Match4 1996 120 120 120 0 I 0 0 0 I 0 

GENERAL REVENUE 
RIM Critical Habitat Match7 1997 600 600 600 0 0 0 0 0 
RIM Critical Habitat Match9 1998 5,500 3,427c 296 5,204 210 2,921 2,073 1,880 

SUBTOTAL 6,100 4,027 896 5,204 210 2,921 2,073 1,880 

CRITICAL HABIT AT 
LICENSE PLATES 
RIM Critical Habitat Match8 1995-98 1,348 544 492 856 48 3 805 440 

Donations and pledges exceeding appropriations 0 

TOTAL 24,708 21,831 18,448 6,262 308 3,074 2,878 2,320 

The private match will come from contributions to the nongame wildlife management account(as allowed by M.S. 84.943, Subd. 3 (see Appendix A, page 6) for the following amounts and are 
reported on a separate nongame work program: 

a$150, 000 of the 1995 Trust Fund appropriation 
$2,878 b$250,000 of the 1997 Trust Fund appropriation Balance to Match 

c$250,000 of the 1998 General Revenue appropriation Donations/Pledges $2,320 
d$232,500 of the 1993 Trust Fund appropriation Uncommitted Match $ 558 
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APPENDIX A (Continued) 

1991 Appropriation Language 
1 M.L. 1991, Chapter 254, Section 17(b). To the commissioner of natural 
resources for transfer to the critical habitat private sector matching account for 
purposes of Minnesota Statutes, sections 84.943 and 84.944: $3,000,000; 

1992 Appropriation Language 
2 M. L. 1992, Chapter 558, Section 18, Subd. 13. Critical Habitat Acquisition. 
For transfer to the critical habitat private sector matching account under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 84.943. $1,250,000 

1995 Appropriation Language 
3 M.L. 1995, Chapter 220, Section 19, Subd. 10(b) as amended by M.L. 1996, 
Chapter 407, Section 52. RIM - Accelerate Critical Habitat Match Program. This 
appropriation is from the trust fund to the commissioner of natural resources for 
activities authorized under Minnesota Statutes, section 84.943. Projects must 
occur in both urban and rural areas. 

1996 Appropriation Language 
4 ML 1996, Chap. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 7(a) 
RIM -Accelerate Critical Habitat Match Program. 
$630,000 of this appropriation is from the environment and natural resources trust 
fund and $120,000 is from the future resources fund to the commissioner of 
natural resources for activities authorized by Minnesota Statutes, section 84.943. 
Projects must occur in both urban and rural areas. 

1996 Appropriation Language 
5 ML1996,Chap.463,Sec. 7,Subd.22 
RIM Wildlife and Natural Area Land Acquisition. 
To acquire land for wildlife management areas under Minnesota Statutes, section 
97 A 135; to acquire land for scientific and natural areas under Minnesota 
Statutes, section 84.033; to acquire native prairie bank easements under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 84.96; for the critical habitat private sector matching 
account under Minnesota Statutes, section 84.943; and for acquisition and 
wetland restoration under the North American Waterfowl Management Plan. The 
commissioner shall determine project priorities as appropriate based upon need. 
$500,000 is for scientific and natural areas and native prairie bank easements. 

(The total 1996 bonding appropriation for RIM Wildlife and Natural Area land 
Acquisition is $3,500,000. The agency has allocated $2,500,000 to Critical 
Habitat Match.) 

1997 Appropriation Language 
6 M.L. 1997, Chap. 216, Sec.15, Subd.17(i). 
RIM - Critical Habitat Acquisition and Enhancement. 
This appropriation is from the trust f_und to the commissioner of natural resources 
to accelerate the Reinvest in Minnesota Program (RIM) activities authorized under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 84.943. Projects must occur in both urban and rural 
areas. Retroactive reimbursement for the greening the great rive·r park project is 
authorized. 

7 M.L. 1997, Chap. 216, Sec. 5, Subd. 7. 
$600,000 the first year is to the critical habitat private ~ector matching account for 
the purposes of Minne_sota Statutes, section 84.943. 

1998 Appropriation Language 
9 M.L. 1998, Chap. 404, Sec.7, Subd. 14 
Critical Habitat, and North American Waterfowl Management Plan $7,000,000 
$1,000,000 of this appropriation is to acquire land for wildlife management areas 
under Minnesota Statutes, section 97 A.135; $5,500,000 is for the critical habitat 
private sector matching account under Minnesota Statutes, section 84.943 and 
$500,000 is for acquisition and wetland restoration under the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan. The commissioner shall determine project priorities 
as appropriate based upon need. 

1995 Special Critical Habitat License Plates 
8 M.L. 1995, Chap. 220, Sec. 112, Subd. 5. 
Contributions under subdivision 1, clause (5), must be paid to the registrar and 
credited to the Minnesota critical habitat private sector matching account 
established in section 84.943. The fees collected under this section must be 
deposited in the highway user tax distribution fund. 

M.S. 84.943, Subd. 3 Appropriations must be matched by private funds. 
Appropriations transferred to the critical habitat private sector matching account 
may be expended only to the extent that they are matched equally with 
contributions to the account from private sources or by funds contributed to the 
nongame wildlife management account. The private contributions may be made 
in cash or in contributions of land or interests of land that are designated by the 
commissioner of natural resources as program acquisitions. Appropriations 
transferred to the account that are not matched within three years from the date of 
the appropriation shall cancel to the source of appropriation. For the purposes of 
this section, the private contributions of land or interests in land shall be valued in 
accordance with their appraised value. 



APPr t B 
LCMR\RIMMAT2.WP 

Fish, Wildlife and Critical Habitat Development Activity Glossary 

Access Development or Improvement 
The construction, extension, expansion or improvement of access roads or 
sites for public recreational use or management purposes. Includes unit 
access, single land roads and trails. 

Aquatic Plant Restoration 
Re-establishment of emergent or floating plants that are beneficial fish 
habitat. 

Boundary Development 
The initial installation of signs or fences on recreational units. 

Brushland Development or Improvement 
The enhancement of brushland habitats or communities through 
development (i.e. timber to brushland type conversion) or setback of 
brushland encroachment or canopy enclosure. 

Fish Barrier 
Installation of physical or electrical obstruction to exclude undesirable fish 
from a lake or wetland. 

Fish Spawning Habitat Development or Improvement 
Installation of suitable substrates for the improvement of natural reproduction 
of fish species. 

Forest Opening Development or Improvement 
The establishment or improvement of openings in the forest environment to 
provide forest edge. 

Forest Stand Development or Improvement 
The enhancement of forest stands for wildlife benefits through stand 
regeneration, thermal cover planting, mast regeneration, grass seeding or 
browse regeneration. 

Grassland Development or Improvement 
The establishment of grasslands through development or improvement 
measures undertaken to assure establishment. Includes native grass 
plantings and cool season grass plantings. 

Lake Reclamation 
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The enhancement of lake habitats by typically removing carp and bullheads 
with rotenone and restocking with a healthy fish community. 

Nesting Structure Development 
The installation of nesting structures or loafing rafts. 

Prescribed Burns ; 
The use of burning to enhance wildlife habitats and plant communities. 

Trout Stream Habitat Improvement 
Installation of boulders, lunker structures and grass seedings to restore 
degraded streams as trout habitat. 

Unit Facility Development or Improvement 
The construction or expansion of facilities designed to be used by the public 
or for management purposes. Includes subactivities such as simple parking 
areas or observation blinds. 

Unit Resource Protection 
The completion of activities that protect recreational unit resources including 
well sealing, site cleanup or erosion control. 

Wetland Development 
The creation of new wetlands through the construction of dams and dikes. 

Wetland Enhancement 
The enhancement of an existing wetland through various vegetative or water 
management techniques including the installation of fish barriers, island 
development or aquatic seeding. 

Wetland Restoration 
The restoration of drained wetlands by plugging drain tiles, or adding a water 
control structure to an outlet ditch. 

Wetland Structure Improvement 
The major repair or replacement of a water control structure or related dike, 
spillway, diversion or channel. 

Woody Cover Development or Improvement 
The establishment of tree and shrub plantings or improvement measures 
undertaken to assure establishment. 



APPENDIX C 
Critical Habitat Match Procedures 

Step 1 
Donors contact the DNR local offices or the DNR Central Office regarding potential donations. 

Step 2 
Pledges for enhancement projects and land donations are screened by area and regional fish and wildlife staff. 

Step 3 
Once approved at the local level, the pledges or donations for projects are evaluated by a Division of Fish and Wildlife panel. The panel includes the Division Director, 
Wildlife and Fisheries Section Chiefs, the Wildlife Land Acquisition Coordinator, and other individuals as necessary. Donations are evaluated accordihg to the state statutes 
84.944 (Acquisition of Critical Habitat) and Minnesota Rules 6210.0400 (Priorities for the Acquisition and Improvement of Critical Natural Habitat). 

In the review process, each proposal is assigned one of the following priorities. These priorities are listed in order of decreasing importance as established by 2450 
Minnesota Rules 6210.0400: 

a) Potential contribution to the maintenance or enhancement of populations of native plant, fish, and wildlife species listed as endangered or threatened. 
b) Potenial contribution to the protection or enhancement of native ecological communities that are now uncommon or diminishing. 
c) The benefits provided to existing or petential habitat for fish and wildlife populations. 
d) The enhancement of fish and wildlife oriented recreation. 

When there are several proposed projects within one of the above categories, they will be evaluated against one another based on the following attributes. These priorities 
were established by the Division of Fish and Wildlife. 

1) Acquisition is within or adjacent to an existing unit of the Outdoor Recreation System. 
2) New WMA's, SNA's, or Aquatic Management Areas that are large enough to achieve resource or recreation protection and management objectives. 
3) The project would protect or improve habitat as identified by the Division's Fish and Wildlife Long Range Plans. 
4) Project contributes to the goal of the North American Waterfowl Management Plan. 

Step 4 
After apprc;>Val by the Division of Fish and Wildlife, and completion of donation or 50/50 land donations are optioned, the projects expending Critical Habitat Match funds are 
submitted to LCMR for recommendation under their bonding, environmental trust fund, and future resources fund oversite responsibilities. 

Step 5 
Expenditures are recommended for approval by LCMR. 

Step 6 
State funds·are encumbered. 

Step 7 
Development projects and land acquisitions are initiated. Land purchase values will be based on a certified appraisal. 

Step 8 
State and private funds are expended. 

Note: Donations are deposited and deeds are received at various times between Steps 1 through 3. 



Steps 4 & 5 
Requested 
LCMR 
Approvals for 
Expenditure 
$.302 

Steps 6 
through 8 
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APPENDIX D 

Status of Critical Habitat Match 

$20.156 M 

STATE 
FUNDING 

$27.367 M 

PRIVATE 
DONATIONS 

*Includes $882,500 of funds contributed to the nongame wildlife account. 
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i Additional Pledges 
__ , _ Anticipated Next 3 Years 

$3.500 To Step 3 

Pledges Accepted by DNR 
thru 11/06/98 $2.320 Through 
Step 3 

Through Step 3 
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