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STATE OF MINNESOTA THIRD MEETING
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES EIGHTY-FIRST SESSION

ETHICS COMMITTEE
MINUTES

Representative Elaine Harder, Chair of the Ethics Committee, reconvened the executive session
at 8:09 a.m. on Friday, March 24, 2000, in Room 10 of the State Office Building.

The Clerk noted the roll.

Members present:

HARDER, Flaine, Chair . RHODES, Jim, Alternate
MILBERT, Bob, Co Chair WAGENIUS, Jean, Alternate
DAVIDS, Greg

MURPHY, Mary

Members excused:
A quorum was present.
Rep. Harder adjourned the executive session at 8:10 a.m.
Rep. Harder called the fourth meeting of the Ethics committee at 8:11 a.m.
Rep. Milbert moved approval of the minutes from 3/20/00 - 3/21/00.
Rep. Davids moved to amend minutes as follows:
Pg 2, Ln 3, Delete “David’s”, insert “Davids’”.
THE MOTION PREVAILED. The minutes are adopted as amended.
Rep. Pawlenty and Rep. Entenza testify regarding ethics complaint against Rep. Rostberg.

Rep. Harder and Milbert moved DMETHICS2. THE MOTION PREVAILED.

Rep. Harder reads Report of Committee regarding ethics complaint against Rep. Lindner.

Rep Harder moved adoption of Committee Report. THE MOTION PREVAILED. The
Committee Report is adopted.

Rep. Entenza comments on the Committee Report.
Rep. Lindner comments on the Committee Report.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 a.m.
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Sarah Berkowitz ! Q ’
Committee Legislative Assistant
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MAR 0 7 2000

Steven Sviggum Minnesota

Speaker of the House

District 288 House of

e s Hasees Courtiss Representatives

March 7, 2000

Rep. Elaine Harder
Chair, Ethics Committee
487 State Office Building
100 Constitution Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Rep. Harder:

A complaint regarding the conduct of Rep. Jim Rostberg was submitted to my office yesterday.
March 6, 2000. Pursuant to House Rule 6.10, I am referring the complaint to you as chair of the
Ethics Committee for processing by the committee according to its rules of procedure.

Your charge is to investigate probable cause and make recommendations concerning possible
disciplinary action. [ have every confidence that you and the members of your committee will

discharge your duties with regard to timely disposition of this complaint.

Sincerely,

ly

Steve Sviggum

Speaker of the House
42490 60th Avenue. Kenyon, Minnesota 55946 (507) 789-4673
State Office Burlding, 100 Constitution Ave.. St. Paul. Minnesota 55155-1298 (651) 296-2273

FA 51 -
La ] X (651) 296-3949
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Tim Pawlenty Minnesota

Majority Leader

District 38B HOuse Of

Dakota Counly Representatives

COMMITTEES: CHAIR, RULES AND LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION

March 6, 2000

Speaker Steve Sviggum
State Office Building
100 Constitution Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Speaker Sviggum:

By this letter, and pursuant to Permanent Rules of the House 6.10, we are formally requesting
the House Committee on Ethics convene for the purpose of investigating the following conduct
of Representative Jim Rostberg.

1.) On Thursday, March 2, 2000, Rep. Rostberg was arrested in the State Capitol by Anoka
County Sheriff deputies for suspicion of criminal sexual conduct.

2.) On Friday, March 3, 2000, Rep. Rostberg was charged with one count of felony criminal
sexual conduct in the first degree and two counts of felony criminal sexual conduct in the second
degree.

We swear the statements here to be true, to the best of our knowledge, so help us God.

We submit as evidence to support this complaint, the criminal Complaint filed in Isanti County
on March 3, 2000. References to information which would identify the alleged victim have been
blacked out. We will forward an unredacted version to you upon request. Also, a signed copy of
the Complaint will be forwarded as soon as it becomes available.

Sincerely,

St &7

Representative Matt Entenza

Representative Tim Pawlenty

CC: Representative Jim Rostberg

State Office Building. 100 Constitution Ave  St. Paul. Minnescta 55155-1298 (651) 296-4128

FAX 1851) 296-3949 TTY (651 296-9896
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State of Minnesota O GROSS MISDEMEANOR DWI 8 ORDUR OF DL LN Tl
PLAINTIFF. O GROSS MISDEMLCANOR
NAML. tirst. middle. fast Date of Birth SJIS COMPLAINT NUMBER
James lvar Rostberg
26450 Terrace Orive NE 05/28/1956 30-11-5-005486
lsanti. MN 55040
L DEFENDANT.
COMPLAINT

The Complainant, being duly sworn, makes Complaint to the above-nummed Court and states that there is probable cause
10 helieve that the defendant comminted the following offense(s). The Complainant states that the following facts establish
PROBABLE CAUSL:

four complainant, Rcb Bredsten, 1is an Investigator with the Anoka Ccunz:,
Sheriff's Department acting as a specially assigned conflict ’
investigator for the Isanti County Sheriff's Department in the
above-referenced matter. In that capacity, he has had the opportunity to
review the investigative reports prepared by himself, Isanti County
Ch:ef Deputy Sheriff Michael Lewis, as well as transcriptions of severa:
interviews taken by Anoka County Sheriff's Department Investigator Paul
Sommer wW:ith several juveniles, anludxng the ]uvenlle female
complainant, = S N
transcr.ption of a te‘ephone lnterv1ew between Investlgator Sommer and
the defandant's wife, Kathy Rostberg. From these documents, your
complairant has learned the following facts, which are true and corr=cz:
to the cest of his knowledge and belief.

On Marcn 2, 2000, Investigator Rob Bredsten of the Anoka County
Sheriff's Department, along with Investigator Paul Sommer of the Ancxe
Zounty Sneriff's Department, were assigned by Anoka County Sher:ff's
Department Captain Len Christ to investigate a criminal sexual conduc:
complair: regarding the juvenile female i —
— The juvenile female NSRRI
nad disciosed that sne had been sexually assaulted GEEEEEEESETRNN
» identified as James Ivar Rostberg. The
incident was reported to the Isanti County Sheriff's Departmen:z whizn :s
rne jur:sdiction of wnere the conduct took place, but due to James :Ivar
Restbers oeing an employee of the County of Isanti, the Isant: Councy
Sheriii's Department requested the Anoka County Sheriff's Department
s.cate the case as special investigators due to a potenz:al
Captain Christ informed Investigators Sommer and Sredsten
-uventle ferele IR T,
2-mail to friends this past weekend indicat:ing -na:
2 {rom anorexia because someone close :: ner rzg
The iuven:le femz.e “
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apused ner was (BEEEEEP. Captain Christ requested that Investigators
Breds-en and Scmmer, along with Lt. Dave King, respond to the Isant:
County Sherifi's Department to meet with Chief Deputy Isanti Lounty
Sher:ff Michael Lewis for more information.

On the mcrning oI March 2, 2000, Investigators Sommer, Bredsten and Lt.
K.ng met wilh Ch! f Deputy Lewis who providec 3 copy of the repcsrz he
hac w~writzen ¢ ing the matte-, aiong with copies 2f the e-mails tha-
were senz by the juvenlle female

to her friends. Chief Deputy Lewis informed Investigators
Bredscen, Sommer and Lt. King that he had learned that on February 26,
2000, the juvenile female
disclosed at a function of St. Elizabeth's Catholic Church in Isanti,
that 1t was James Rostberg, who had touched her. Chief
Deputy Lewis provided information that the juvenile female (RN
had disclosed the information to other people
as well. After receiving this information, it was determined that

Investigator Sommer would respond to the Isanti Middle School to
interview the juvenile female

Investl qator Sommer met with the juvenile female“
» i ot cthe Isantl Mlddle School who stated that the

dlsclosed to

AN {!]

)uvenlle female § - -
him that she had been sexually touched by » ’ -

James Ivar Rostberg, several times in the past. The ]uvenlle female
stated that the first incident

occurred when she was in third grade, RSN

The juvenile female

stated that when she was in the third grade, NSy

James Ivar Rostberg, touched her on

the vagiral area over her clothing. She reported to Investigator Sommer

there were several other incidents after that, with the last incident
ccurring approximately one year ago,

during the 1998-1999 school year. 1In the final incident that occurred

during the 1998-1999

the juvenile female
nvest.gator Sommer that James Ivar Rostberg, pucs

~er snirt, then inside of her bra where he touched her on
The juvenile female

= zrzt she conironted about what had happened

gcncil year, and that (R :cologized for what he had

s-.zszzcr Scmmer learrnec 57 severzl other students at zh=
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30-11-5-005486

by Investigators Bredsten and Sommer of these several juveniles.

Tm a statement with a juvenile male,
Ynwestlgal:or: Bredsten learred that the juvenile female

e : told this juvenile male GEEEEEEEEERTTN
o= 9 approximately two months ago, that she had been
savually touct ned — and that USSR becgan touching her
Wwner, she was approximately six years old, and touching her approximate. .
once a year up until she was in the seventh grade. According to this )
iyver:.e male, the juvenile female

disclosed that (SR touched her on her breasts and vaginal
area with his hands, and that the juvenile female

talked to WESEE) about what had happened, and tha:z

he said he was sorry, and not to tell anyone. She also indicated to
this juvenile male that she was afraid of G NEEEEE because he might
try to touch her again. This juvenile male stated that he encouraged
the juvenile female to report
to scmeone what was happening, and she then e-mailed friends about what
happened.

[nvestigator Sommer also conducted interviews at the Isanti Middle
School speaking to three friends of the juvenile female NSNS
who all corroborated the information that had
ceer oreviously given to Investigator Sommer by the juvenile female-

On March 2, 2000, at approximately 1:45 p.m., a telephone call took
place perween Investigator Sommer and Kathy Rostberg, the wife of James
Tsar Restbergq,

Ouring this telephone conversation, Investigatcr-
Sommer asked Kathy Rostberg if she was aware of the statements made by
to which Kathy Rostberg responded yes. When asked when
srne became aware of them by Investigator Sommer, Kathy Rostberg statez
-nev zalked about it a couple of months ago, and they confronted ner
muscard about it. She stated they talked about it, and it just wasn':
ars o:3 djeal at the time, and she did not know how badly it was
a‘fec-irg (AR until the whole situation had been explained tc
re- GEESIEEESE® iust now. Kathy Rostberg stated that the juveniie
2me s G told her a couple o
; . ' ! erring to James Ivar Rostbe*g, the
s o7 Fanny : ouchec :the breasts of the juvenile
- O  {atny Rostberg stzizo
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him about 1it, he didn't deny it, and said, "he didn't, he felt bad, it
was just stupid, but it just happened." Kathy Rostberg also stated thar
James Ivar Rost ologized to the juvenile female T

, about the incident which occurred at the
Rcstberg home in the County of Isanti, State of Minnesota.

James Ivar Rocstcerg's date ¢f birth is May 28, 1956. The juvenile
female's date of p:rth (NG 2nd was under thirteen years o-
age when the incidents took place from approximately January 1, 1994,
through June 30, 199%. James Ivar Rostberg also has a significant
relat.onship to the juvenile female

in that he G and based upon the time period of
January 1, 1994, through June 30, 1999, the sexual abuse involved
multiple acts committed over this extended period of time.

The above incident occurred within the County of Isanti, State of
Minnesota.

Count 1

Charge : Felony Criminal Sexual Conduct in the First Degree.
In Violation Of: ©609.342 Subd. 1l(a) and Subd. 2.

Maximum Penalty: A $40,000 fine or 30 years imprisonment, or both.

Between January 1, 1994, and June 30, 1999,the above-named defendant,
within the County of Isanti, did engage in sexual contact with a person
under 13 years of age with the defendant being more than 36 months olider
than the complainant.

Counct 2
Crharze : Felony Criminal Sexual Conduct in the Second
Cegree.

In Violation Of: 609.343 Subd. 1l(a)
Max:mum Penaity: A $35,000 fine, or 25 years imprisonment, or both.

through June 30, 1999, the above-named
ounty of Isanti, did engage in sexual contac:
“as under the age 2I 1I years wWith the agelenzar:

[y -

-
~
~~
....... ~

4

ntns older than ths Zcmplainant.
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30-11.5-005486

Count 3
Charce : Felony Criminal Sexual Conduct in the Second
Degree.

In Violation Of: 609.343 Subd. 1(h) (iii)

Maximum Penalty: A $35,000.00 fine, 25 years imprisonment, or both.

On or acour Jarnzary 1, 1994 through June 30, 1993, within the County of
Isant., the accve-named defendant did engage in sexual contact with
anotner person Wwhile having a significant relationship to the
complainant who was under 16 years of age at the time of the sexual
contact, and the sexual abuse involved multiple acts committed over a-r
extended period of time.

THEREFORE, Cumplainunt requests that said Defendant, subject 1o bail or conditions of release be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken 1o obiain defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained. if ulready in custodv, pending further proceedings;

and that said Defendunt otherwise be dealt with according to law.

COMPLAINANTS NAME. COMPLAINANT'S SIGNATURE.
Anoka Invstigator Rob Bredsten

Being duly authorized to prosecute the offense(s) charged. | hereby approve this Complaint.

DAL PROSECUTING ATTORNEY'S SIGNATURC
03/03/2000

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY.

oA\ T \DORUSS/TCLLPHONE

S ttesrmen 1QRETI 585 . 18th Ave. SW. Cambridge. MN 55008 (612)689.2253
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This COMPLAINT was subscribed und sworn 1o before the undersigned this 1 ldav of

NAVE. Jeltrey R. Edblad SIGNATURE:

|
|

FINDING OF PROBABLE CALSE

Frooome sbove overn facts. and v supporting atfidavis or supplemental sworn tesirizny, [ the Issuing Officer. have determ. .
thai rropable Cause cxisis (0 support subject 10 bail ur conditions of release vwhnere crpr.zable. Defendani(s) arrest or other (o -
stery retaken 1o wbtam Defendunting appearence in Court, or Defendani(s) detention. if sireadyv in custody, pending further .
proceedings The Defendunt(s) isiare thereof charged with the above stated offense.

SUMMONS
D THEREFORE. You, THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT(S), ARE HERE BY SUMMONED 10 appear on the
day of 9 before the above-named courit at

to answer this complaint.
IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued

WARRANT

() EYECUTE ONLY IN MINNESOTA
D Tu the sheriff of the above-numed county; or other person authorized to execute this WARRANT. [ hereby order, in the name -

the Stute of Minnesota, that the above-named Dzfendant’s be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly bejbrc: hl
above-named Court (if in session. and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such Court without unnecessary delay, and in .n-
event, not later than 36 hours after the arrest or as soon thereafter as Judge or Judicial Officer is available) (o be dealt with accorc.n K

to luw

ORDER OF DETENTION

[%_] Since the ubove-named Defendani(s) is’are already in custody; | hereby order: subject 10 bail or conditions of release, that 1he
above-named Defendant(s) continue to be detained pending further proceedings.

Buil

i
Conditions of Release: s

i

This Complamt - Order of Detention duly subscribed and sworn to, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer this I
dayof | |

NAAIE. SIGNATURE.

TITLE:  Judge of District Court !

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:

STATE OF MINNESOTA  COUNTY of

Isanti

Clerk's Signature or File Stamp:

State of Minnesota
Plainuyff,

RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that | have served a copy of iF: s
COMPLAINT-Order of Detention upon the Defendunirs,
herein-named
Signature of duthorized Agent:

Vs

' James lvar Rostberg

Detenduniis),




STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF ISANTI TENTH JUDIClAL DISTRICT
State of Minnesota -vs- JAMES ROSTBERG File No.

NOTICE OF NEXT COURT APPEARANCE AND RELEASE ORDER

The above matter s scheduled for 11 Domesic Assaun
O Rule BHeanng “ Omnibus Heanng C Pre-inal

(0 Ommbus (Contested) O CourtTnal O Jury Tnal

() Sentencing ‘ {1 Revocation Heanng (0 Oxher

(All beanngs are allofted no more than 10 minutes each unless the court is otherwise noufied )

on ’

Day/Date 4ARCH M8, 2000 Time  L:30 Judge

THE DEFENDANT SHALL BE RE SEQ UPON
. Yo .
Postmgaeondovoashnmeamnlolsi%(_c__jﬁ[((/ ( (!/(((I(C(mdf) f‘)(/ ([(
Delendant's own recognzance with a promise lo ar for all future n appearances

{0 A# past condiions previously set by the Count.

THE DEFENDANT SHALL REMAIN LAW-ABIDING, REAPPEAR FOR ALL COURT HEARINGS AND SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING:
{J The Defendant shall not possess or consume alcohohic beverages or any mood altenng drugs not prescnbed by a kcensed physician
[J The Delendant shalt not leave the state of Minnesota without prior approval of the Coun
a A »
B The Delendant shal have no contact, dwect or indirect, with__ L /CTI ] [T #72 132t 2f
Thus includes personal and telephone contact, letters or notes andior third party comac(

O The Delendant shall keep in contact with attorney , ~

O Private anomey tired. Name and address: A4 1.

O Pybix dglende 4nled Nameandaodress : LS 100
g : nm.m'lumr 7 ¥
SR 7T eW;o W/”(m“f s /?/fzzcz{/zo‘( rd s
O Detendant shall abstain from consumpiion of aicohot and comroﬂed subsl%es and shal! submit 10 randomn, weekly &m lests o« (nnatys- Z

Shenff's Office as requested by any peace officer, probation officer or prosecutor

Ze PHo 1/{/(/

IN DOMESTIC ASSAULT CASES THEAFOLLOWING SHALL ALSO APPLY:
(3J The Defendant is exchuded from the residence at

may obtan personal possessions # accompanied by a law enforcement officer

Smoetemmmf‘km-wwd)ﬁ’“"mmmw Pl ,—/”
2] 7 /2o -

v
MY SIGNATURE Ws THAT | HAVE READ THE FPREGOING AND UNDERSTAND THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE COURT
A
BAIL, MA

ORDER. | URDERSTAND VIOLATION OF THIS R IS A CONTEMPT OF COURT AND WILL BE CAUSE FOR ARREST AND/OR
FORFEITURE OF Y ALSO CONSTITUTE A INAL NSE PURSUANT TB M.S.

Dated:

ant's Signature

NOTICE TO ALLEGED VICTIM
Pursuant to M S. 629.72, subd. 6, and M S 62973, subd 1, youhaveangh'obtpfasenlalauhearngsdyoudesue The next hearing date tme
and location is listed above. The location and telephone number of the battered women' s program is:

. The location and telephone number of the sexual assault program

TO BE COMPLETED BY JAIL:
Afleged wictim notfied by phone? (INo [ Yes, at m

Number of attempts for notificationof victm ______~ Officer: c“)
Alleged victim nolified by maid? ["No 7 Yes Date:

'3.
DISTRIBUTION 6 l
White-Court Fite —— Copy lor alleged vichm

Green-Copy for Shenit __ Copy for local law enforcernent
Yellow-Defense Altormey Other

- RV
Pink-Prosecutor }, . ~
Goidenrod-Defendent or Probation Office L) B ’&L/

ICC-137 PRESTO PRINT. CAMBRIOGE




Elaine Harder Minnesota

State Representative District 22B

Assistant Majority Leader HOuse ()f

Brown, Cottonwood, Jackson, Martin, e
Redwood and Watonwan Counties Representatlves

ETHICS: CHAIR
COMMITTEES: AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT, AGRICULTURE AND RURAL

, DEVELOPMENT FINANCE, TAXES AND PROPERTY TAX DIVISION
March 23, 2000,

Representative Jim Rostberg
545 S.0.B.

100 Constitution Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Representative Rostberg:

This letter is to confirm your availability and intent to attend the House Ethics Committee
hearing, Friday, March 24, 2000, 8 to 9 a.m., room 10 State Office Building. The agenda will be
to consider the ethics complaint filed by Representatives Pawlenty and Entenza. The agenda will

be provided to you today.

I would appreciate your response to confirm that this arrangement is satisfactory. If you have
any immediate questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you.

Sincerely,

ééa,c; g/%%?/
Representative Elaifie Harder

Chair, Ethics Committee

’ M I Aave veceived oty
af  Fhis EFhics Cammittaa Ae,q..-',,,ﬁ b et ‘-\cv; been | _i:f
'}'/14-1" T de met need Fo atteRld e ™ ad
Signed this day, March_=23 ;2000

Dz (Pothon
/R%presentative Jim Rostberg)

Please promptly remit to Representative Elaine Harder, 487 SOB. Thank you.

L0Z-Rarkside Ave - Jackson; Minnesota 56443 —— - - - e e e i (5078473556
487 State Office Building, 100 Constitution Ave., St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-1298 (651) 296-5373
&» Email: rep.elaine.harder@house.leg.state.mn.us FAX (651) 296-3949 TTY 1-800-657-3550 1-800-7-ELAINE

&



MAR 07 2000 -

Steven Sviggum Minnesota

Speaker of the House

District 288 House of

S e Windets Countiss Representatives

March 7, 2000

Rep. Elaine Harder
Chair, Ethics Committee
487 State Office Building
100 Constitution Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Rep. Harder:

A complaint regarding the conduct of Rep. Jim Rostberg was submitted to my office yesterday,
March 6, 2000. Pursuant to House Rule 6.10, I am referring the complaint to you as chair of the
Ethics Committee for processing by the committee according to its rules of procedure.

Your charge is to investigate probablé cause and make recommendations concerning possible
disciplinary action. I have every confidence that you and the members of your committee will
discharge your duties with regard to timely disposition of this complaint.
Sincerely,

h%
Steve Sviggum \Y\q/\\

Speaker of the House
42490 60th Avenue, Kenyon. Minnesota 55946 (507) 789-4673
State Office Building. 100 Constitution Ave.. St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-1298 (651) 296-2273

FAX (651) 296-3949
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Tim Pawlenty

m Minnesota
Majority Leader
District 388 House of
Jareta Gounty Representatives

COMMITTEES: CHAIR, RULES AND LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION

March 6, 2000

Speaker Steve Sviggum
State Office Building
100 Constitution Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Speaker Sviggum:

By this letter, and pursuant to Permanent Rules of the House 6.10, we are formally requesting
the House Committee on Ethics convene for the purpose of investigating the following conduct
of Representative Jim Rostberg.

1.) On Thursday, March 2, 2000, Rep. Rostberg was arrested in the State Capitol by Anoka
County Sheriff deputies for suspicion of criminal sexual conduct.

2.) On Friday, March 3, 2000, Rep. Rostberg was charged with one count of felony criminal
sexual conduct in the first degree and two counts of felony criminal sexual conduct in the second
degree.

We swear the statements here to be true, to the best of our knowledge, so help us God.

We submit as evidence to support this complaint, the criminal Complaint filed in Isanti County
on March 3, 2000. References to information which would identify the alleged victim have been
blacked out. We will forward an unredacted version to you upon request. Also, a signed copy of
the Complaint will be forwarded as soon as it becomes available.

Sincerely,
Representatlve Tim Pawlenty Representative Matt Entenza

CC: Representative Jim Rostberg

State Office Building, 100 Constitution Ave.. St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-1298 (651) 296-4128
FAX (651) 296-3949 TTY (651) 296-9896
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. State of Minnesota O GROSS MISDEMEANOR DWI (8 ORDER OF DETEN Tl
B PLAINTIFF. O GROSS MISDEMEANOR
NAML: first. middle. last Date of Birth SJIS COMPLAINT NU\ABER
James lvar Rostberg e o ) o
26450 Terrace Orive NE 05/28/1956 30.11 5-005486
1santi. MN 55040
DEFENDANT.
COMPLAINT

The Complainamt, being duly sworn, makes Complaint to the ubvve-named Court and states that there is probable cause

10 believe that the defendant committed the following offense(s). The Compluinant siates that the following facts establish
PROBABLLE CAUSE:

‘Your comp.ainant, Rcb Bredsten, is an Investigator with the Anoka Counzy
Sheriff's Department acting as a specially assigned conflict
investigator for the Isanti County Sheriff's Department in the
above-referenced matter. In that capacity, he has had the opportunity to
review the investigative reports prepared by himself, Isanti County
Chief Deputy Sheriff Michael Lewis, as well as transcriptions of several
interviews taken by Anocka County Sheriff's Department Investigator Paul
Sommer with several juvenlles, anludlng *he ]uvenlle female
complainant, @IS = = : B2 and a
transcription of a Ce‘ephone interview between Investlgator Sommer and
the defendant's wife, Kathy Rostberg. From these documents, your
complairant has learned the following facts, which are true and corrsc-
to the cest of his knowledge and belief.

On March 2, 2000, Investigator Rob Bredsten of the Anoka County
Sher:iff's Department, along with Investigator Paul Sommer of the Ancka
Zounty 3reriff's Department, were assigned by Anoka County Sheriff's

- oo

Department Captain Len Christ to investigate a criminal sexual conduc:

-omplairt regarding the juvenile fema L e . —
G T,

The ]uven*le female

nad disclosed that sihe had been sexually assaulted (S
, identified as James Ivar Rostberg. The

incident was reported to the Isanti County Sheriff's Departmen: wh‘.:i’: ls

rhe jurisdiction of wnere the conduct took place, but due to James Ivar
Restbers peing an employee of the County of Isanti, the Isant: County
Sherifi's Department requested the Anoka County Sheriff's Department
.nveszigate the case as special investigators due to a potential
scnflict. Captain Christ informed Investigators Sommer and Bredster
snzz otnz fuven:le female NENGERENEEEIETLRTEEEEED, nac
icmarsntly s2nt an 2-mail to friends this past weekend indicating zha:
<r: mz3 ceen suifsring {rom anorexia because someone close tc ner nad

- 5
s=mi3ll o :cussl ner. The fuvernlle ferale ET T ETETEEDETETT
B  --:- -=-o-t:c T oscme friends that The person wno sexually
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abused ner was (MEBEEEP. Captain Christ requested that Investigators
Bredszen and Scmmer, along with Lt. Dave King, respond to the Isanti
County Sheriff's Department to meet with Chief Deputy Isanti County
Sheriff Michael! Lewis for more information.

On zhne mcrning of March 2, 2000, Investigators Sommer, Bredsten and Lt.
King mez with Chiel Deputy Lewis who provided 3 copy of the report he
haa wr.z-en regarding the matter, along with coples <f the e-mails that
were sent by the juvenile female

@ o her friends. Chief Deputy Lewis informed Investigators
Bredsten, Sommer and Lt. King that he had learned that on February 26,
2000, the juvenile female
disclosed at a function of St. Elizabeth's Catholic Church in Isanti,
that it was James Rostberg, who had touched her. Chief
Deputy _ewis provided information that the juvenile female

had disclosed the information to other people
as well. After receiving this information, it was determined that
Investigator Sommer would respond to the Isanti Middle School to
interview the juvenile female D .
Investigator Sommer met with the juvenile female e T,
at the Isanti Middle School who stated that the
disclosed to

juvenile female
him that she had been sexually touched by
James I[var Rostberg, several times in the past. The juvenile female
e stated that the first incident
occurred wnen she was in third grade, D

The juvenile female
ated that when she was in the third grade, iR
James Ivar Rostberg, touched her on

al area over her clothing. She reported to Investigator Sommer
e several other incidents after that, with the last incident

ST

the vagin
there wer
occurring approximately one year ago,

during the 1998-1999 school year.
last vyear,
schcc. year, the juvenile female _
- =cia Investigator Sommer that G James Ivar Rostberg, put
~.s ~anz J.p ner shirt, then inside of her bra where ne touched her on
~zr orzzsts. The juvenile female

In the final incident that occurred
during the 1998-1999

S :-:-:- -nz: she confronted about what had happened
S.r-.-~% =n=2 scncol vear, and that acologized for what he had

- -t T m == -

sz-.zzz>r Scmmer learned 2f severzl other students at thes

<2 WhLem tns -uvenils fam

fu

)
e (D
I l

~ 4 A -

2T IlsTliZal urxT o onzooeEns 2, TzT2menrti wers -zse-
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by Invesctigators Bredsten and Sommer of these several juveniles.

In a statement with a juvenile male, (D
Tnvestigator Bredsten learned that the juvenile female W EEEEEUSTI
told this juvenile male
, approximately two months ago, that she had been
sexually touched (D 2nd thac began touching her
wnen she was approximately six years old, and touching her approximate.
once a year up until she was in the seventh grade. According to this ’
iuvenile male, the juvenile female
disclosed that G couched her on her breasts and vaginal
area with his hands, and that the juvenile female
talked to S about what had happened, and thac
he ssid he was sorry, and not to tell anyone. She also indicated to
this juvenile male that she was afraid of because he might
try to touch her again. This juvenile male stated that he encouraged
the ]Uveﬂlle female . - - L. to report
to someone what was happenlng, and she then e-mailed friends about what
happened.

Investigator Sommer also conducted interviews at the Isanti Middle
School speaking to three friends of the juvenile female (iR
who all corroborated the information that had
beer oreviously given to Investigator Sommer by the juvenile female (il

On March 2, 2000, at approximately 1:45 p.m., a telephone call took
place petween Investigator Sommer and Kathy Rostberg, the wife of James
Tvar Rcstberg,

. During this telephone conversation, Investigator
Sommer asked Kathy Rostberg if she was aware of the statements made by
to which Kathy Rostberg responded yes. When asked when
3me aware of them by Investigator Sommer, Kathy Rostberg statec
alked about it a couple of months ago, and they confronted her

4 about it. She stated they talked about it, and it just wasn'=
13 deal at the time, and she did not know how badly it was

ec-:ng G until the whole situation had been explained tc

— just now. Kathy Rostberg stated that the juvenile

told her a couple of

b
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and, referring to James Ivar Rostberg, the
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him about it, he didn't deny it, and said, "he didn't, he felt bad, it
was just stupid, but it just happened." Kathy Rostberg also stated that
James Ivar Rost ologized to the juvenile female

, about the incident which occurred at the
Rcstberg home in the County of Isanti, State of Minnesota.

James Ivar Rostrerg's date of birth is May 28, 1956. The juvenile
female's date of pirth (NI 2nd was under thirteen years of
age when the incidents took place from approximately January 1, 1994,
through June 30, 199¢. James Ivar Rostberg also has a significant
relat.onship to the juvenile female

in that he Gl 2nd based upon the time period of
January 1, 1994, through June 30, 1999, the sexual abuse involved
multiple acts committed over this extended period of time.

The above incident occurred within the County of Isanti, State of
Minnesota.

count ‘ 1

Charge : Felony Criminal Sexual Conduct in the First Degree.
In Violation Of: 609.342 Subd. 1l(a) and Subd. 2.

Maximum Penalty: A $40,000 fine or 30 years imprisonment, or both.

Between January 1, 1994, ‘and June 30, 1999, the above-named defendant,
within the County of Isanti, did engage in sexual contact with a person

under 13 years of age with the defendant being more than 36 months older
than the complainant.

Count P2
Charge : Felony Criminal Sexual Conduct in the Second
Degree. .

In Violation Of: 609.343 Subd. 1l(a)
“Maximum Penaity: A $35,000 fine, or 25 years imprisonment, or both.

Bzrweern January !, 1994 through June 30, 1999, the above-named
sz<znzant, wizhin the CZounty of Isanti, did engage in sexual contac:
wi=n~ ancther cerscn Whe was under the age of 13 years with the agefencan:

czinz more Thzn 1€ menths older thar the complainant.
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Count i3 '
Charge : Felony Criminal Sexual Conduct in the Second

Degree.
In Violation Of: 609.343 Subd. 1(h) (iii)
Maximum Penalty: A $35,000.00 fine, 25 years imprisonment, or both.

On or about January 1, 1994 through June 30, 1993, within the County of
Isant., the acove-named defendant did engage in sexual contact with i
anotner person while having a significant relationship to the
complainant who was under 16 years of age at the time of the sexual
contact, anrd the sexual abuse involved multiple acts committed over ar
extended period of time.

THEREFORE. Cumplainant requests that said Defendant, subject 1o bail or conditions of release be:

(1) urrested or that other lawful steps be taken 10 obtain defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained. if already in cusiody, pending further proceedings;

and that said Defendunt otherwise be dealt with according to law.

COMPLAINANTS NAME. COMPLAINANT'S SIGNATURE:

Anoka Invstigator Rob Bredsten

Being duly authorized to prosecute the offense(s) charged, I hereby approve this Complaint.

NDATL PROSECUTING ATTORNEY'S SIGNATURE.

03/03/2000

PROSECUTING ATTORMNEY:

AR RN R ADORESSATLEPHONE

- - ©ost T =we dwarnau 1GRRT) 585 . 18th Ave. SW. Cambnidge. MN 55008 (612)689-2253
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This COMPLAINT was subscribed und sworn to before the undersigned this ! !day of L

| N AE: Jeitrey R. Edblad SIGNATURE:

TITLE: Notan

FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE

From the above sworn fucts, and any supporting affidavus or supplemental sworn testimony, [, the [ssuing Officer, have determa:.
that produable cause exists (o support. subject to buil ur conditions of release where applicable. Defendani(s) arrest or other law ;..
steps be taken 1o obtain Defenduntts) uppearence in Court, or Defendant(s) detention, if already: in custodv, pending further
proceedings. The Defendantts) israre thereof charged with the above stated offense.

SUMMONS
D THEREFORE. You, THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT(S), ARE HERE BY SUMMONED to appear on the
day of L9 a before the above-named court at

lo answer this complaint.
IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

] EYECUTE ONLY IN MINNESOTA

D Tu the sheriff of the ubove-numed county; or uther person authorized to execute this WARRANT. | hereby order, in the name of
the Stute of Minnesvia. that the above-named Defendant’s be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought prompuly before th.
above-numed Court (if in session, and if not. before a Judge vr Judicial Officer of such Court without unnecessary delay, and in uny
event, not later than 36 hours after the arrest or as soon thereafier as Judge or Judicial Officer is available) to be dealt with accoré/ing
{0 luw

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the ubove-named Defendant(s) is’are already in custody; | hereby order: subject to bail or conditions of release, that the
above-named Defendant(s), continue to be detained pending further proceedings.

Buil.

Counditions of Release:

This Compluint - Order of Detention duly subscribed and sworn to, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer this t
davof | It
NAME: : SIGNATURE:

TITLE:  Judge of District Court

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:

COUNTY of

Isanti

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Clerk's Signature or File Stamp:

State of Minnesota
Plainuff,

RETURN OF SERVICE
[ hereby Certify and Return that | have served a copy of this
COMPLAINT-Order of Detention upon the Defenduntis)
heretn-named.
Signature of duthorized Agent:

vs.

! James lvar Rostberg

Dvetendaniisy,




STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF I1SANTI TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
State of Minnesota -vs- JAMES ROSTBERG File No. w

NOTICE OF NEXT COURT APPEARANMNCE AND RELEASE ORDER

The above matter s scheduled for: [ Domestic Assaun
(] Rule BHearing K Omnibus Hearing QO Pre-tnal
O Ommbus (Contested) O CounTral O Jury Tnal
O Sentencing (1 Revocation Hearing (J Other
(Al heanngs are allotted no more than 10 minutes each unless the court is otherwise noufied.)
on /
Day/Date MARCH H, 2000 Time 1:30 Judge
THE DEFENDANT SHALL SEQ UPON.
PostmgaBondorcashmtheamouruolsJ:z«ST(['C f(/ ( (E/lz(le 27 ' Y4 (((

Delendant’'s own recognzance with a promise o &:peal for all future co‘n appearances.
[0 AN past conditions previausly set by the Coun.

THE DEFENDANT SHALL REMAIN LAW-ABIDING, REAPPEAR FOR ALL COURT HEARINGS AND SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING:
(] The Delendant shall not possess or consume alcoholic beverages or any mood altening drugs not prescnbed by a ticensed physician.
{0 The Delendant shall not leave the state of Minnesota without prior approval of the Courl.
] A —
B The Defendant shat have no contact, dwect or indirect, witn___ L /CT7 i) LT A1 1ML/
This includes personal and telephone contact, letters or notes and/or third party conta«{

(O The Delendant shall keep in contact with attorney ~
{J Private attorney hired. Name and acdress: L[ 7 (ﬂ 41
(N ted. N nd add —
A RS DV I A 78— 7
other:_ N /v A TEA U} L&A e FI&dve e Ko JJ ¥

6*0elencants reglatcr pies ug boreoy irponp 6. 7] ;. Frigo zz/ﬁzzﬁ' a2

O Detendant shall abstain from consumption of alcohol and controlled subst#es and shail submit o random, weekly
Sheriff's Office as requested by any peace officer, probation officer or prosecutor.

IN DOMESTIC ASSAULT CASES T OLLOWING SHALL ALSO APPLY:
{J The Defendant is excluded from the residence at

4 Vi may obtain personal possessions i accompanied by a law enforcement otficer
O The Defendant koepacopydfsﬂdeaseomnon i .

O Cther:

oues__ A . ?//@O

MY SIGNATURE mﬁ&s THAT | HAVE READ THE FPREGOING AND UNDERSTAND THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE COURT
RSTAND
BAR,

ORDER. | URDE T A VIOLATION OF THIS R IS A CONTEMPT OF COURT AND WILL BE CAUSE FOR ARREST AND/OR
FORFEITURE OF MAY ALSO CONSTITUTE A

Dated:

NOTICE TO ALLEGED VICTIM :
Pursuant to M.S. 629.72, subd. 6, and M.S 629.73, subd. 1, you have a ngi to be present at all hearings if you desire. The next hearing date, ime
and location is listed above. The location and telephone number of the battered women' s program is:

. The location and telephone number of the sexual assault program

is

TO BE COMPLETED BY JAIL:
Alteged wictim nolified by phone? (INo  _ Yes, a m
Number of attermpts for notification of victim Officer:
Alleged victim notified by mail? (INo 2 Yes Date:

DISTRIBUTION 6 6
White-Court File __ Copy for alleged vichm =
___ Green-Copy for Sherifl . Copy for local law enforcement -

— . Yellow-Defenss Attorney Other T
Pink-Prosecutor ﬂ}, . -~
______ Goldenrod-Delendent or Probation Office Oy B .ﬁ‘“

1CC-137 PRESTO PRINT, CAMBRIOGE
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03/23/00 12:11 p.m. [RESDEPT ] JB DMETHICS2

Procedure for the House Committee on Ethics that proceedings on
the ethics complaint received by the committee on March 6, 2000,
against Representative Jim Rostberg be deferred until the
completion of ongoing criminal proceedings related to the

conduct named in the ethics complaint.
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The count was dismissed; the case moved to juvenile 955 ;

0-5.00

court as he admitted to “elements” of the charge.

Sex charge against legislator reolved

By David Chanen and Bill McAuliffe
Star Tribune Staff Writers

The single remaining criminal
sexual conduct charge against state
Rep. Jim Rostberg, R-Isanti, was dis-
missed Friday, and the case has
been resolved in juvenile court.

Rostberg had to admit to the “ele-
ments” of the charge under the ar-
rangement, but because juvenile
court proceedings are closed, specif-
ic pleas or penalties will not be
made public. '

Rostberg, 44, was charged in
March with three counts of criminal
sexual conduct alleging that he had

fondled a juvenile girl’s genitals and
breasts several years ago. One of the
counts alleged first-degree criminal
sexual conduct. The other two
counts alleged second-degree crimi-
nal sexual conduct. All three counts
are felonies.

Rostberg was arrested at the Cap-.
itol. The charges were later scaled
back to a single count of second-
degree criminal sexual conduct.

ROSTBERG continues on A16:

— The dismissal motion says that the
victim requested the move to juve-
nile court.

Rep. Jim Rostberg had
faced a count of sec-
ond-degree criminal
sexual conduct.

ROSTBERG from Al

Prosecutor says she sought
to avoid publicity about case

The single count alleged that he
had reached under the girl’s shirt
and fondled her breasts.

Rostberg, Isanti County’s vet-
erans’ service officer and emer-
gency services director, is not
seeking election to a fourth term.

The dismissal motion, granted .

by District Judge James Clifford,
stipulated that the criminal charge
would be dismissed only after Ros-
tberg “has made a full admission
in juvenile court of the elements of
the charged offense, has been
adjudicated in that forum, and has
agreed to abide by the disposition
order of that court.” '

Assistant Stearns Coupty At-
torney Mary Yunker, who prose-
cuted the case, said she sought the
move to avoid publicity about the
case. :

"“As the matter developed, it
became crystal clear to me that it
was in the best interest of the vic-
tim to get her out of the limelight
and get this into juvenile court,”
Yunker said.

. The dismissal motion says that
the victim requested the move to

juvenile court.

Yunker said moving the pro-
ceedings to juvenile court would
allow the victim to start the heal-
ing process. She said Rostberg was

_appropriately charged.

Regarding the requirement that

Rostberg admit to the elements of -

the charged offense, Yunker reiter-
ated that he was charged with hav-

ing sexual contact with a person
under 13. She said the juvenile
court did accept his admission. -

Yunker said it isn’t routine to
move criminal proceedings from
adult to juvenile court. But she
said it wasn’t unusual in this case
because of its high profile, due to
Rostberg’s status as a legislator.

“When you have cases involv-
ing very young, very vulnerable
victims, you always factor in the
effects of what court procedure is
chosen to pursue,” she said.

Rostberg, reached at his home
Friday afternoon, referred ques-
tions to his attorney, Douglas
Sauter.

“I can say we're happy and
thankful the case is over,” Sauter
said,

Sauter also declined to discuss
specifics of the outcome, but
stressed that there are not any
guilty pleas in juvenile court as
there are in criminal court.

Rostberg had faced a bipartisan
ethics complaint in the House
after his arrest, but that may now
evaporate, House Majority Leader
Tim Pawlenty, R-Eagan, said Fri-
day.

The House Ethics Committee
can act only when the House is in
session, and Rostberg will not be a
member when the Legislature
reconvenes in January.

“I don’t know if we have any
jurisdiction over a former mem-
ber,” Pawlenty said.




