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Resolved, That the Secretary of the Council is very respectfully
requested to give said Dill, after it has been signed by the Spealcer
of the House and President of the Couneil, to the Hon. Mr, Wales,
to deliver fo the Governor for his approval.

The resolutions were read by Mr. Baleombe, and before they
were read by the Seeretary, or in his hands, My, Balcombe
moved their adoption by the Couneil, and then moved the
previous question, My, Setzer then moved a call of the Couneil,
and Mr. Rolette was found to be absent. Nr. Baleombe moved
to dispense with further proceedings under the call, on which
there were 9 ayes and 5 noes. The Chair decided the motion to
dispense with further proceedings lost, two-thirds not voting
in the affirmative, It was upon this occasion that Mr, Baleombe
attempted to demonstrate to the Chair and the Council that
nine was two-thirds of fourteen; but the Chair, whose mathe-
maties were more exaet, insisted that 9 1-3 would be required
to make the desired two-thirds, and, the third of a man not
being available, that the decision must stand and the motion
he lost.

A motion to adjourn was lost, and a motion to reconsider
the wotion to adjourn was also lost. The Couneil had tied
itself np completely, the objecting five members refusing to
consent to any suspension of the rules, for which a two-thirds
vote was necessary. This condition of affaivs continued from
February 28th until the 5th of Mareh, when the Council con-
sented to adjourn under the call, after having been in continu-
ous session for one hundred and twenty-three hours.

The Counecil met on March Gth and continued in session
through the day under the call, adjonrning to meet on Satur-
day, March Tth, still under the call, and so continned until
within a few minutes of the legal expiration of the session.

During this time a great many motions were made to dis-
pense with further proceedings under the call, althongh, after
the loss of the first motion to do so, the President refused to
entertain the subsequent ones, because no business had been
transacted in the meantime, Numerous unsueccessful motions
were also made to suspend the rules and to adjourn, some
of which were lost by vote of the Couneil, and some the Presi-
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dent rnled not to be in order, refusing at the same time to
entertain an appeal from his deecision.

Finally, towards the end of this most protracted session, a
truce appears to have been reached between the warring fac-
tions. This is not diselosed in the council journal itself, except-
ing as may be inferred from the action of the Couneil, but the
daily papers of the day state such to be the ease. Mr. Setzer,
having voted with the prevailing side, moved a reconsideration
of the vote by which the Council refused to dispense with
further proceedings under the eall, which motion was carried,
and farther proceedings under the eall were dispensed with.

Reports of ecommittees being in order, the Seeretary read
several reports from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, when Ay,
Baleombe inquired why the report of the ecommittee on C. F.
62, the Capital Bill, was not read with the other veports. The
Secretary thereupon stated to the President that several re-
ports of that deseription had been offered him, and that some
had been left on his table and were then lying there, but he
had refused to accept them because the enrolled or engrossed
bill did not acecompany them. The President decided the See-
vetary had acted correctly.

Mr. Balecombe then moved that Mr. Rolette be exemsed
from further attendance on the present session of the Council,
which the other side evidently interpreted as a violation of
whatever the understanding may have been, for a call of the
Couneil was at onee ordered, upon motion of Mr. Setzer,

The motion to adjourn was then made and cavried, the call
still pending.

When the Couneil met on Saturday, the President declared
the call as still pending, and without transacting any business
the Couneil took a recess until four o’cloek in the afternoon.
Immediately upon assembling at that time, they again took a
recess until half past seven o’clock, when the session was re-
sumed. A committee from the House of Representatives ap-
pearing, the President decided that no communication could be
received while the eall wag pending, and the committee with-
drew. Mr, Setzer being in the ehair, Mr, Ludden, having voted
with the prevailing party, moved to reconsider the motion to
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dispense with further proceedings under the call, which was
agreed to, and, upon motion, the call was dispensed with, when
Mr. Freeborn, from the Committee on Enrolled bills, made the
following report:

The Committee on Enrolled Bills would respectfully report that
owing to the absence of the Chairman of this Committee, Bill No. 62,
Council File, being a bill for the removal of the seat of government
of the Territory of Minnesota, introdueed by Mr. Lowry, on the 6th
of February, 1857, has not been reported by this Commitiee back to
the Council. Your Commitfee would further state that the above
named bill might have been reported back to the Council at this
time, but that, after examining the enrolled copy of said Dbill, by
the Secretary of the Council, in the presence of the Enrolling Clerk
of the Couneil, and carefully comparing the same, we find numerous
errors in the enrolled copy, and matter being inserted in the en-
rolled copy, which is not in the engrossed bill. Your Committee
cannot, therefore, report the s=aid Dill No. 62, Council File, as cor-
recily enrolled, but- retain the same in our possession, subjeet to
the order of the Council, all of which is respectfully submitted.

JOSEPH ROLETTE,
WILLIAM TFREEBORN,
Committee on Enrolled Bills.

A call of the Council was ordered, and at 12 o’clock Presi-
dent Brisbin resumed the chair and announced the expiration
of this historic session by legal limitation, and declared the
Couneil adjourned without a day.

During the memorable contest all sorts of motions were
made both in the House and Couneil, with the purpose of de-
" laying final action, but without ayvail. Motions were made at
various times to strilke out St. Peter and insert Belle Plaine,
Monticello, Mankato, ‘‘the other.side of Jordan,’”” Shakopee,
St. Cloud; and Nicollet Island. A special police foree was de-
tailed to be on gunard at the Capitol to preserve peace. The
Pioneer and Demoerat of March 5th says:

Alongside each member's desk was a cot bedstead on which
the honorable might snateh n few hours repose when too sleepy to
sit any longer in his seat. Scattered here and there through the
room were baskets containing ample quantities of provisions, show-
ing conclusively that there was no danger of the Councilors suffer-
ing from lack of food. The gentleman from Winona was still seated
by his desk, endeavoring io demonstrate by figures that three times
five is just fourteen.
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‘While the Counecil was still under the eall and it became
apparent to the St. Peter removers that the original bill would
remain in the pocket of the Chairman of the Committee on
Enrolled Bills, unreported, another bill, an alleged copy of the
bill already engrossed, was procured and enrolled; but Presi-
dent Brisbin of the Couneil, and Mr. Furber, Speaker of the
House, refused to sign it, endorsing on it their reasons. The bill,
however, was signed by the Governor and printed in the laws
of the session.

During the following summer the President of the St. Peter
Company applied to Justice R. R. Nelson for a writ of man-
damus to compel the Territorial officers to remove to St. Peter.
Judge Nelson, however, after reviewing the evidence relating
to the passage of the act, decided that no law had been passed
by the legislature for the removal of the Capital.

One of the veteran survivors of this memorable contest in-
forms the writer that the St. Paul friends had abandonded all
hope of preventing the removal of the Capital to St. Peter,
after the final vote in the Council, and that the move of
Rolette in seereting himself and the engrossed bill was origin-
ally only intended as a practical joke, to seare the Capital re-
movers. When the Couneil became tied up under the famous
call, the possibility of defeating the scheme dawned upon the
opponents of removal, with nltimate victory as the result.

Joe Rolette, the Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled
Bills, who defeated the attempt at removal to St. Peter, was
comfortably enjoying his aceommodations in an upper room in
the Fuller House, while the sergeant at arms of the Council was
searching for him with blinded eyes in all the places where he
was not likely to be found. Rolette beecame St, Paul’s maseot,
and there was no tribute of devotion its citizens were not will-
ing to lay at his feet as an evidence of their gratitude. Iis
portrait, in life size, oceupies a eonspicuons place on the walls
of the Historieal Society, and his son heeame one of the care-
takers in the new Capitol which his father preserved to St.
Paul.

PROPOSED CHANGES OF BOUNDARIES OF MINNESOTA.
Connected with the Capital removal scheme was an attempt

to change radically the terms of the bill then pending in Con-
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gress for the admission of Minnesota as a State. This bill, in-
troduced by Hon. Henry M. Rice, defined the western boundary
of the proposed State about as it now runs, although not ex-
actly. His bill fixed the Big Sioux viver as a part of the western
boundary, instead of the present line running due south from
Big Stone lake to the northern boundary of Iowa.

A memorial to Congress, introduced into the Minnesota
legislature on January 19th, 1857, was passed by the House on
January 20th, by a vote of 25 to 10, and the Council on January
22nd, by a vote of 11 to 4 (the four being Freeborn, Ludden,
Setzer, and President Brisbin), protesting against the division
of the Territory by the line proposed in the pending bill, and
asking for another bill to authorize the people to frame a Con-
stitution, with such territorial limits and boundarvies as the
people represented in the Convention may prescribe, prepara-
tory to admission into the Union as a State.

In an ““Address’’ published on Mareh 9th, 1857, after the ad-
journment of the legislature, ‘‘by the majority members of the
Legislature to the people of Minnesota,’”’ they say, ‘‘It was
found that there was a diversity of interest and opinion re-
speeting the proper line of division, While St. Paul and that
small portion of the Territory lying east of the Mississippi river
was in favor of a north and south line, as being more favorable
to their particular interest, all southern, western, and northern
Minnesota was in favor of an east and west line, as being best
for the interests of the State as a whole.”” Further on in this
““ Address’’ they say, ‘‘as before stated, one of the principal rea-
sons for the immediate removal was the influence it would have
upon the boundary line question.’” The ‘“ Address’’ proeeeds to
recount the steps taken by the majority members to accomplish
their aims, as follows:

Firsl, ““To memorialize Congress protesting against the
St. Paul division, and asking to be permitted to form our own
boundaries.”’

Second, ‘‘The removal of the Capital to some more western
point.”’

Third, “‘The passage of an apportionment bill for the elee-
tion of delegates.”’
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The scheme was to divide the territory on the line of the
46th degree of latitude, west from the Wiseonsin houndary
to the Missouri river. This line would have passed near Hinck-
ley, Little alls, Elbow Lake, and about midway between Breck-
enridge and Lake Traverse, and just north of the line dividing
North and South Dakota. The ecountry south of this line was to
be the State of Minnesota, and that north of it the Territory of
Superior.

The memorial alluded to was passed by the Minnesota
Legislature in January, was duly submitted to Congress, and on
February 21st, 1857, Senator Jones, of Iowa, in the Senate,
offered an amendment to the bill then under discussion, to au-
thorize the people of the Territory to decide the question
whether the State shall embrace all the territory south of the
46th degree of latitude. The amendment was not adopted, and
the bill introduced by Delegate Rice was passed. This ter-
minated the agitation for the division of the territory on an
east and west line,

ATTEMPTS TO REMOVE THE CAPITAL TO KANDIYOHI COUNTY,

The Legislature of 1858 passed an aet authorizing the
Governor to appoint one or more commissioners to assist him
in seleeting the lands granted to the State for public buildings,
under the aet of Congress authorizing a State government,
passed in 1857. Governor Sibley appointed Messrs, James D.
Skinner, of St. Paul, W. C. Johnson, of Stillwater, and Robert
Boyle, of Hastings, ag commissioners, In the performance of
their duty, they selected 6,399.14 acres in Kandiyohi eounty, and
these have ever since heen designated as the Capitol lands.

During the session of 1858, an abortive attempt was made to
remove the Capital to Nicollet Island, but it met with little
favor, and nothing was accomplished,

In the legislature of 1861, Mr. Kemmedy introduced a bill to
loeate the Capitol of the State, as the permanent seat of govern-
ment, on the Kandiyohi lands, and on February 21st the bill
passed the House of Representatives, by a vote of 25 to 12
The bill, however, was defeated in the Senate. The Capitol
question was now permitted to rest quietly until the session of

H 5.3
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1869, when a determined attempt was made on the part of the
country members, combined with Winona, Stillwater, Minne-
apolis, and St. Anthony, to fix the permanenf Capitol of the
State on the Kandiyohi lands, and, on February 24th, a hill for
that purpose passed the House of Representatives by a vote of
39 to 7, and the Senate on Mareh Tth, by a vote of 13 to 8. For-
tunately for St. Paul, Governor Marshall, who at former times
had labored and voted to remove the Capital to other points in
the State, saw the absurdity of locating it on these lands, and
he vetoed the bill, giving as his reasons for so doing, that there
was no publie sentiment in favor of the removal; that the
question was not before the people at the last election; that
the location was not ecentral, and the time not opportune for the
State to go into an expendifure of a million of dollars or more.

Another attempt at removal was made in the Legislature of
1872, A bill was introduced by Mr., Kitchell, of Chippewa
county, in the House of Representatives, to locate the Capital of
the State, aceording to the provision of Section 1, Article XV of
the Constitution, in the town of Stanton, in Kandiyohi county.
The bill was referred to the appropriate committee, where it
still sleeps the sleep that knows no waking. (See also page 24.)

CHANGES OF THE FIRST CAPITOL.

From the time of its completion in Territorial days, no
change was made in the Capitol building until 1866, when gas
was introdueed, and candles ceased to shed their lustrous light
upon legislative dignity. Old settlers will well remember the
huge iron box stoves, one in each of the four corners of both
Senate and House, large enough to take in sticks of cord wood
lengtli, modifying, if not wholly warming, the almost zero tem- -
perature which often prevailed in the chambers. In 1871 the
stoves were dispensed with, and a steam heating apparatus was
installed, rendering the whole building warm and comfortable.
At the same time city water was introduced, so that the oe-
cupants of the building began to enjoy some of the comforts of
civilized life. Fach legislature, however, still continues to elect
its firemen, who wander through the chambers and halls of the
Capitol in a vain search for the ancient stoves, while the per
diem is still gathered in by their willing hands,
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In 1872, the inereased representation required an enlarge-
ment of the building, and a wing fronting on Exchange street
was ordered. To preserve, as far as possible, a symmetrieal ap-
pearance of the building, changes were then also made in the
roof and eupola, all being completed at a cost of about $15,000.
(See Plate 1V.) Other changes were made in 1878, by the erec-
tion of an extension or wing on Wabasha street, accommodating
the House of Representatives, and adding space for the use of
the administrative affairs of the State. This work was com-
pleted in 1878, at a cost of $14,000, making the total cost of the
building about $108,000. (See Plate V.)

The dimensions of the Territorial building had grown from
the original size of 139 feet front, and 53% feet deep, to 204 feet
front, and 150 feet deep, with about fifty apartments. The busi-
ness of the State was conducted in the enlarged building with
more or less discomfort and inconvenience until the first of
Mareh, 1881, when during an evening session of the legislature
the building was discovered to be on fire,

BURNING OF THE FIRST CAPITOL.

Notwithstanding the most heroie efforts of the fire de-
partment, the flames spread with such rapidity that it was only
possible to save some of the contents of the building. The
most valuable records and papers of various offices and of the
legislature were carried out, but the valuable law library, the
supply of state laws, documents, reports, and stationery
were destroyed. Fortunately, the Historical Society’s library
was mostly saved, No lives were lost, although a large crowd
of spectators and visitors was in the building, and several
very narrow eseapes by members ocenrred.

The origin of the fire remains unknown. The flames were
first discovered bursting from the dome, to which they had
probably found their way through the partitions from the
lower part of the building, but no one has ever been able to
give any reasonable explanation of the mysterious disaster.

HISTORIC REVIEW TO THE TIME OF THE CAPITOL FIRE,

Thus passed away, upon its own funeral pyre, the first
official home of the Territory and State. Within its walls
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were laid the plans and projects of the mighty State whose
prosperous borders now compass great ecities, thriving towns,
fertile farms, and happy homes., Upon the face of the State
the names of many of its founders happily remain stamped
to remind us of the work they did so well. The names borne
by the counties of Ramsey, Sibley, Rice, Marshall, Wilkin,
Stevens, Becker, Olmsted, Freeborn, MecLeod, Murray, Kitt-
son, Faribault, Goodhue, Mower, Brown, Swift, Hubbard and
others, will remain to recall the work of these sturdy pioneers
as they laid deep and solid the foundations of the government
we enjoy today. Many of their contentions were sharp and
bitter, but the end they patriotically songht was the welfare
and development of the new State.

While the building no longer remains, history preserves
the record of the work done within its walls. The Constitution
itself, the labor of the dual Republican and Democratic con-
ventions sitting in separate chambers, yet whose work was
identical in every letter and line of its provisions, still remains
the fundamental law of the Commonwealth.

The lines of railroad projeeted by the early legislators
over the prairies of the new State, whose only roads then
were the trail of the Indian and the mareh of the buffalo, are
the very lines over which now move in every direction the
commerce of our people and the restless multitudes of travel-
ers. And in the dark and troublous days of the eivil war, out
through the doors of the old Capitol, with unfaltering steps,
came our gallant officers, bearing their commissions from the
Governor and in their hands the muster rolls of our brave
soldier boys, ready to lead them in the long hard fight for the
preservation of the nation. After the contest was over, re-
turning through the same portals of the old building, came the
vietorions survivors, clasping the precious colors of their
regiments, riddled and battle-stained, that they might rest
under the dome of the Capitol as a shrine of devotion for all
patriotic hearts.

The steps of the old Capitol will always be famous as the
spot upon which Senator William H. Seward stood, when, on
that delicious September day, in 1860, in addressing the as-
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sembled multitude, he gave expression to that wonderfully
prophetic declaration which at the time seemed like the ex-
travagance of rhetorie, but in these later days more like fore-
knowledge of the future, when he said:

In other days, studying what might perhaps have seemed to
others a visionary subject, I have east about for the future of the
ultimate central seat of power of the North American people. I
have looked at Quebee and at New Orleans, at Washington and at
San Francisco, at Cincinnati and ai St. Louis, and it has been the re-
sult of my best conjecture that the seat of power for North America
would yet be found in the Valley of Mexico; that the glories of the
Aztee Capital would be renewed, and that city would become ulti-
mately the Capital of the United States of America. But I have cor-
rected that view, and now I balieve that the last seat of power on
this great continent will be found somewhere within a radius not
very far from the very spot where I stand, at the head of navi-
gation of the Mississippi river, and on the great Mediterranean
lakes.

To realize how rapidly this is being fulfilled, we have only
to look upon the multitudes pressing into the Northwest in our
own country, and the greater numbers finding their homes in
the Canadian Northwest, far away towards the Aretic circle.

OCCUPATION OF THE MARKET HOUSE.

While the old Capitol was still in flames and its destruetion
evident, Mayor Dawson telegraphed to Governor Pillshury,
who had gone home to Minneapolis, offering the new and com-
modious market house, which the city of St. Paul had just
about completed, for the use of the legislature and State
officers until the Capitol could be rebuilt. Fortunately, the
building was admirably adapted for the use tendered. The
second story -had two large halls, that ecould be used for the
Senate and House of Representatives, and the first floor could
be suitably partitioned for the State officers. Extraordinary
efforts were made during the night by the ecity officers and
citizens, and by the morning of March 2nd the halls were ready
for oceupancy by the legislature, which met at the regular
hour and continued the business interrupted by the fire. As
but two days of the session remained, the members were all
anxious for the fate of the bills still on the ealendar. Before
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the day was over the Governor and other State officers were
as comfortably accommodated as the extraordinary conditions
permitted.

THE SECOND CAPITOL,

Governor Pillshury secured estimates at once for the re-
building of the Capitol, using the old walls, An act was passed
appropriating $75,000 for that purpose, and the work of clear-
ing up the ruins and preparing for the new building was at
onee commenced. It was found, however, that it would not
be safe to use the old walls, and at an extra session, in Septem-
ber, 1881, which was also held in the eity market house, a
further appropriation of $100,000 was made, and a tax of one-
third of a mill was levied on all taxable property, for raising
the money. Further appropriations were made, and when the
new Capitol was completed the cost was about $275,000, It
was occupied for the first time by the legislature which met in
January, 1883,

The new building (shown in Plate VI) was in the form of
a (reek cross. The Senate chamber was in the wing fronting
on Wabasha street, and the House of Representatives was in
the rear wing, fronting on Tenth street. The Supreme Court
was in the Exchange street front. The huilding was much
more commodious and convenient than the old Capitol.

It was fairly well adapted for its purposes, execepting that
the ventilation was very deficient, and there was not a suf-
ficient number of committee rooms; All excepting the prin-
cipal committees were obliged to hold their meetings in the
rooms of members at the hotels, or in such corners and vacant
places as could be secured,

This new and second capitol was not rebuilt without the
St. Paul delegation and the ecitizens suffering serious nervous
chills. A most vigorous move was set on foot, the morning
after the destruction of the old building, to remove the capital
from St. Paul, and great inducements were said to have been
offered to members of the legislature to consider the proposi-
tion, Some of the most influential members were approached,
urging them to assist in such movement. Governor Pillsbury,
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however, was inflexible in his refusal to entertain any con-
sideration of the question, and an honorable sense of fairness
with a majority of the members caused the leaders in the
scheme finally to desist from their attempt, and the legisla-
ture adjourned, after having made all necessary provisions for
the construetion of the second capitol.

After completion, the building continued to be used
throngh suceessive administrations withont any speeial
changes, excepting that during the administration of Governor
Merriam substantial granite steps were erected in place of the
wooden ones at the four prineipal entrances. Convenient
toilet rooms were also installed on the second floor, much to
the comfort of the members of the legislature and the state
officers.

From the time the new eapitol was finished, in 1883, until
the meeting of the legislature of 1891, there was no active agi-
tation of the cuestion of the seat of the state government,
The matter of its removal from St. Paul was, however, always
a valuable element of strength with those members of the
legislature who desired the help of the Ramsey county dele-
gation in their legislative schemes.

The writer was a member of the Senate of the legislature
that convened in January, 1891. A very short service only
was necessary to impress anyone with the inadequacy of the
building for the business of the state. The offices were all
erowded to repletion. Several departments of the state had
their offices in business blocks remote from the capitol, BEvery
nook and eranny in the building was converted into a closet
for storage of documents or a place for another desk. The
ventilation, if there was any, was most imperfect. During the
session seats were constantly vacant in each chamber, be-
cause of the illness of members suffering from the noxious air.
The secretary of the State Board of Health was called in to
test the quality of the air in the senate chamber, and he pro-
nounced it utterly unfit for human beings to breathe, For
legislation to be well considered and carvefully disenssed under
sieh conditions was wellnigh impossible, Besides all these
discomforts, the Ramsey county delegation was subjected to
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the same uneasy fear that frequent intimations of eapital re-
moval schemes always produced.

Notwithstanding all these unfavorable conditions, it did
not seem at all likely that a legislature, of which the majority
of the members were elected on a platform of retrenchment
and reform, would give the slightest consideration to any
project looking towards the construetion of a new and third
capitol, especially as the building in use had only been oc-
cupied about eight years. Yet there was withal an uneasy
element in the legislature, ready and anxious for capital re-
moval agitation, as evidenced by the resolution offered by
Senator Dedon, of Chisago county, on March 2nd, ‘‘that a
joint ecommittee of nine be appointed, three from the Senate
and six from the House, to confer with the owners of the Min-
neapolis Exposition bunilding, with a view of seecuring the same
for a permanent state capitol,”” and the bill introduced by
Senator Glader, of Kandiyohi, ‘‘For the sale of lots in the eity
of Mennetaga on the state eapitol lands in Kandiyohi county,
and the erection of buildings thereat and the removal of the
state eapital thereto.”’

Both resolution and bill were disposed of in a parliamen-
tary way so that they still remain unreported.

.

WORK OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE FOR THE NEW CAPITOL,

Ome day in March, 1891, during a session of the senate, the
Hon. I, G. MeMillan, representing the 30th senatorial dis-
trict, in Hennepin county, adjoining the Ramsey county
boundary, and a member of the majority party, came to the
writer and submitted the following resolution, with a request
to read and give him an opinion on it:

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the presi-
dent of the senate to investigate and report its findings to the next
session of the legislature, as fo what in their judgment is the
most desirable capitol site, and if the present loeation is not of
suflicient size for said capitol building, and also to report if the best
interests of the state could be better served by the removal to a
new loeation where larger and better accommodations could be ab-
tained, and a capitol building evected commensurate with the dignity
of a great and prosperous state; to the end that the state at large
may be informed as to merits of the different proposed sites, and
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that the next legislature may, if thought advisable, adopt a site
and create a commission and instruct them in an intelligent mannar
as to the wants of this state and the amount that will he required
to erect a suitable eapitol building; also to obtain information as to
size, style, material used, and cost of capitol buildings of other states,
if thought advisable, together with a statement of their estimated
cost, and the sum total of the complete building, and all other in-
formation that may come to them in this investigation of this
subject, with the view that this state may avoid the errors and mis-
takes of other state commissions, who are known to have in a great
many cases exceeded their authority, and spent large sums of money
in excess of the amount originally set apart for that purpose, and
that a commission when appointed, shall enter knowingly into a
contract for a building complete in every respect, to be built in a
reasonable length eof fime, and for a definite sum of money, and
also held to a striet accountability and a distinet understanding that,
for the sum named and set apart to be expended for a capitol build-
ing, the state expects a completed building, ready for occupancy,
and all within the limits of the amount appropriated for that

plll‘[)OSE.

It seemed like a gift from Greeks, and it was not possible
to exclude from one’s mind the suspicion that beneath lurked
another plan for an agitation of the whole eapitol question,
There is now no doubt of the sincerity of Senator MeMillan’s
purpose, but the writer after reading the resolution handed
it baek with the remark that its purpose was not then prac-
ticable,

Mr. MeMillan, however, offered his resolution, when notice
of debate was given, and later, upon motion of Senator Cran-
dall, of Owatonna, it was promptly laid upon the table. A
quiet conference of the Ramsey county senators was held soon
after, when it was determined to encourage Senator MeMillan
to make another effort for the favorable consideration of his
resolution, and on April 3rd he offered it again, and favorable
action was secured by a vote of 25 to 18, Senator Crandall,
upon whose motion it was laid upon the table, voting in the
affirmative. On April 15th, the president of the senate, Hon.
G. S. Ives, of St. Peter, announced the committee to be ap-
pointed under the resolution, as follows: Senators F. G. Me-
Millan, of Minneapolis; William B. Dean, of St. Paul; and Jay
LaDue, of Lmverne. A few days later, upon motion of Senator
Oscar Ayers, the number of the committee was inereased to
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five, and Senator Ayers, of Austin, and Henry Keller, of
Sauk Center, were added. As developed afterwards, all the
members of the committee were found to be favorable to a new
capitol building, and all, excepting Senator MecMillan, thought
that it should be located at St. Paul, not far from the site oe-
cupied by the old capitol.

During the time from the adjournment of the legislature in
April, 1891, until the meeting of the committee, in November,
there was a great deal of quiet discussion among the people
of St. Paul, eoncerning the most eligible site for a new build-
ing in the event of favorable action by the legislature, in 1893.
Almost every part of the ecity had its advocates. A most de-
termined effort was made in behalf of the midway distriet,
in Merriam Park, and many reasons were advanced why it
should seeure the recommendation of the ecommittee.

The committee held its first meeting on November 4th, 1891,
at the Merchants’ Hotel, in St. Paul, all the members being
present. Senator MeMillan was eleeted chairman, and F. N.
Van Duzee, late secretary of the senate, was chosen as clerk.
A short discussion disclosed the faet that, in the opinion of
every member of the committee, a new eapitol building shonld
be erected as soon as practicable, and at a cost of not less than
$2,000,000, nor more than $3,000,000, and that, as far as possi-
ble, it be built of Minnesota stone. All the members of the
committee were decidedly of the opinion that the new building
should be located in St. Paul, and, with the exception of Sena-
tor MeMillan, that it should be upon the site of the old capitol
or not very far distant from it. Holding to this opinion, the
committee adopted the following resolution, Senator MeMillan
alone dissenting:

Resolved, That in the report which this committea will make
to the senate, we shall recommend that the square upon which
the present capitol stands is in all respects the most eligible
situation for the new building. 1f the plans finally adopted should
require a grealer area for a building than the site named, we then
recommend that sufficient ground adjacent to the present square
should be obtained.

1f, however, the committee should advise a removal in order to
obtain a greater area than may be practicable at the present lo-
cation, or to secure a more conspicuous sitnation, we recommend,
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on account of public convenience, that the new site shall not he
more than three quarters of a mile from the present capitol, -

The writer was then appointed a committee of one on the
financial question of the new capitol, and Mr. MeMillan on
plans and designs. :

Before the meeting of the legislature of 1893, the com-
mittee visited the Iowa state capitol, at Des Moines, as well as

some of the granite and other ¢uarries of Minnesota, so that,
in preparing their report for the senate, they might be able
to furnish as much information as possible. On Febrnary 3rd,
1893, the committee made two reports to the senate. Senators

Dean, La Due, Ayers, and Keller submitted the following ma-
- jority report:

To the Honorable, the Senate of the Legislature of the State of
Minnesota:

Your committee, appointed by resolution of April 3rd, 1891, to
investignte and rveport to this honorable body its findings: First,
as to whether, in its judgment, a new capitol building is necessary;
second, if it appeared necessary to build a new building, where it
should be loeated, togzather with facts and figures relative to the
cost, size, ete., of the eapitol buildings of other states, begs leave
to report as follows:

The committee held its first meeting on November 4th, 1891,
and was organized by the election of Senator F. G. McMillan, chair-
man, and Frederic N. Van Duzee, secretary., The commitiee has
held numerous meetings and has taken a trip to Des Moines, for
the purpose of examining the capitol of Towa. At these meetings
the commitiee has given exhaustive consiaeration to the questions
placed before it by the resofution under which it was appointed.

"It is unanimous in the opinion that a new eapitol building
is mecessary on the grounds of proper consideration for the con-
vient and expeditious discharge ot the public business, the eare and
preservation of the public records, the health and safety of the
public servants, and the standing and ecredit of a great and prosper-
ous commonwealth.

The present capitol was erected under the exigency caused by
the destruction by fire of the old building, at a time of great
financial depression in the state, caused by a succession of crop
failures. Time and money were both lacking, and it is certain that
the present capitol is the best that could have been erected under
the limitations which the circumstances imposed.

Equally certain is it that the state has completely outgrown
the capacity of this building, and with the crowding together of the
offices have come other evils, For more than a decade it has been
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u constant bill of expenses for repairs growing out of faunlty and
hasty construction, and has required almost annual remodeling to
[urnish increased room for the old departments, or an abiding place
in some obscure corner for the new machinery made necessary by
the growth of the state, until every available inch of space, including
in some instances what was originally intended for air and light
shafts, is occupied. Vault space is utterly inadequate, and a vast
quantity of the valuable public documents and records of the state
are now stored away in the basement, absolutely without protection
from fire. The assembly halls of the legislature are poorly adapted
to their uses, and legislation is impeded by the lack of proper com-
mittee rooms, while any increase in the popular representation in
the senate or house is absolutely prohibited, beeause there is no
room for another member on the floor of cither house, It has been
impossible to keep up with the most improved methods of heating,
lighting, ventilation, and sewerage, and, as a resulf, the public
business is carried on at a great risk of health. In a few years
some of the departments will be crowded out of this building; and
in this connection it must be remembered that, even if this legis-
lature takes the initinl steps looking to the erection of a new
capitol, it will be at least ten years before it will be ready for oec-
cupancy, so that whatever is done to relieve present conditions
should be done speedily.

So plain did these considerations appear to the committee, that
at the first meeting it was unanimously resolved to embody in this
report a recommendation that a mew capitol building be erected,
and that the minimum limit of expenditure be $2,000,000,

The next matter in ovder for consideration was a site for the
new capitol, and the question of recommending the present lo-
cation, or one in its immediate vicinity, of removal to an in-
terurban point, or a location still further removed from the state's
center of population, was reviewed by the committee,

The capitol is essentially designed for the convenient dispatch
of the public business. This end can only be reached by its loca-
tion as nearly as may be at the center of population, not only ot
the state, but of the capitol city, convenient of immediate access,
and within easy reach of the best hotel and railway facilities. For
these reasons the committee rejected the Ilatter alternative, and
at the first meeting the following resolution was made part of
the record:

“Resolved, That in the report which this committee will make
to the senate, we shall recommend that the square upon which
the present capitol stands is in all respects the most eligible situa-
tion for the new building. If the plans finally adopted require a
greater area for a building than the site named affords, we recom-
mend that sufficient ground adjacent to the present square be ob-
iained, If, however, the committee should advise a removal in order
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to obtain a greater area than may be practicable at the present,
location, or to secure a more conspicuous situation, we recommend
on account of publie convenience, that the new site shall not be more
than three quarters of a mile distant from the present capitol.”

In order that the buvden of cost may fall as lightly as possible
upon the people of the state, your committee recommends that
small appropriations be made, not larger than the annual amounts
usually granted to the eduecational and other institutions of the
state, We recommend that for the preparatory worlk $5,000 bhe set
aside in each of the years 1893 and 1894, to defray the expenses of
the commission to be appointed to emable it to invite and select
plans for a suitable building. After the year 1894 we recommend
that an amount equal to two-tenths of one mill upon the assessed
valuation of all the property of the state be set aside from the
general fund to the eredit of the capitol commissioners, to defray
the expenses of construetion then to be undertaken. This c¢an be
done and still permit of a large reduction of the present rate of
taxation, so that no inerease of the tax levy for state purposes may
be anticipated in consequence of favorable action on this recom-
mendation. We Dbelieve that this amount appropriated annually
during a period of {en years will enable the commissioners to con-
strnet a eapitel building commensurate with the dignity and wealth
of this great and growing state, and equal to all requirements of the
public service for many generations,

We cannot believe that appropriations extending thus through
many years, and at such moderate amounts, will be complained of
by our generous people, or press upon them with perceptible weight.
The value of the property of the state now subject to taxation is,
in round numbers, $600,000,000, more than half of which is derived
from the three mosti populous counties of the state, an increase
within the past ten years of $324,000,000, The average values of
the furms of the state, inecluding improvements, is less than §7
per acre. The sum recommended to be annually set apart for build-
ing purposes would, at this valuation, amount to about 10 cents
upon every eighty-acre farm in the state,—an amount so insig-
nificant that we are constrained to believe that every citizen of
Minnesota would ratity your favorable action.

In the visit made by your committee {o the capitol of the state
of lowa, we were impressed by the noble edifice the patriotic people
of that enterprising state had erected to mark their appreciation
of what was befitting the dignity and importance of the official
home of their commonwealth. 'T'he building was undertaken in 1870,
when the total assessed valuation was less than $300,000,000, made
up almost wholly of the rural property of the state, there being
no city of a larger population than 20,000 or 25,000 people to share
the cost of the outlay. 'The work was completed in about tiwvelve
years when the entire assessed valuation of the state of Iowa
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amounted only to about §426,000,000, or nearly $200,000,000 less than
that of Minnesota at the present time. The cost of the building
was $2,800,000,—a sum very much beyoud the amount we believe it
will be necessary for Minnesota to spend. We believe, under the re-
straint embodied in the hill submitted with this report, that a
capitol worthy of our commonwealth and ome of which every
citizen will be proud, can be built for a sum less than the limit set
in the bill. We therefore recommend this report most heartily to
your favorable nection and urge the passage of ithe hill herewith
submitted,
(Signed)

WILLIAM B. DEAN,

JAY LA DUE,

OSCAR AYERS,

HENRY KELLER."

Senator MeMillian submitted the minority report, as fol-
lows:

Many interesting and important meetings have been held by
this committee, and it is with a feeling of regret that your minority
committee finds itself unable to agree with the majority upon a
report to be presented to this body., The principal point of differ-
ence is upon a question which is of great interest and importance
to the citizens of this state, as well as of interest to those within
whose borders said capitol site is to be loeated, and is also a question
which this committee, as a whole, entirvely ignored and refused to
investigate, as contemplated by the provisions of the above reso-
lutions, At the beginning of this investigation,—in fact, at its
first session,—your minority committee found itself powerless to
act by the adoption of a resolution limiting the investigation as
to. a capitol site to the site now occupied by the present building,
or to a point within one half mile of the same. This resolution was
afterwards reconsidered and tle limit placed at three fourths of a
mile distant.  Your committee believes tliat such action on the
part of the majority was not in accordance with the spirit and in-
terpretation of the above resolution, which speciheally stated that
the commission was to preseut a report based upon an investiga-
tion of the different proposed sites, with the end in view that
the state at large might be informed ax to the merits of each.
Such an investigation your commiftee believes would have thrown
much light upon this important question, and would have given to
the eitizens of this state a large amount of valuable information rela-
tive to the size, cost and location of sites in other parts of the capital
city. Your commiftee believes thatin no sense would the advantages in
favor of the present site, or sites adjacent thereto, have suffered
by a comparison with those situated beyond the imaginary lines
drawn by the majority of the committee. In view of these facts,
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yvour commitiee would dissent from the report of the majority, and
would, therefore, recommend that no vestriction be placed in the
bill limiting the commission in this respeet, and would further
vecommend, in order that all interested may be heard upon this
question, and that a ecapitol site may be selected that will be easy
of access, commanding in view, with the grounds, in point of size,
suitable to the future wants of this great state, and that a site
may be obtained that will reflect credit upon the good judgment
of its citizens as well as the members of the commission; that said
capitol commission when appointed, shall be authorized to firther
investigate as to the capitol sites, their location, size, cost, ete., with
power only to report with recommendations to the next session of
the legislature, and to veeeive from fthat body the authority to
designate the site for the said ecapitol building. Your committee
would also report that it has spent much time in seeking informa-
tion as to the size and location of grounds occupied by eapitol
buildings in other states, and it has been unable to find a single
state in which the idea has been that the state capitol was other
than the home of the state, or where it was a business building,
especially located for the convenience of a few who were fortunate
enough to live under the shadow cast by its great dome; or did it
find a siate where there was the remotest probability that in a
few years at most the adjoining property would be occupied for
business purposes,

Noble architecture and large and commodious grounds have
been the rule followed in other states, namely: California, Colorado,
Nebraska, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, Iowa and Pennsylvania,
ranging from five acres in the smallest tract to forty-three in the
largest; the average was fourteen and a quarter acres. Your com-
mitte would therefore recommend that when the state decides to
erect a suitable capitol building for the future wants and to be a
permanent home for the state, not less than ten acres be acquired
for a capitol site, and that it be so far removed from close
proximity to the husiness district of the city that future generations
will not wonder at the Inck of wisdom displayed by her ecapitol
commissioners, or by the legislature which will be responsible for
such a blunder, if one is made.

Your committee would also recommend that said capitol com-
mission should be restricted by law from adopting any plans or
letting any contracts for the whole or a part of said building until
it hins been definitely ascertained that the cost of supervision, labor,
material, and all other expenditures necessary for the eraction
and eompletion of said building, including heaging apparatus and
ventilating furnishings, and all other fixtures of the same, will in
no event exceed the sum of §2,000,000 for a completed building.

It would therefore be necessary in order to make an accurate
itemized estimate of the cost of such building, which can be relied
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on with any degree of accuracy, to have the general plans, eleva-
tions, and sections, together with minute specifications and full
detsil drawings of all parts that go to make a complete building,
from which may be obtained the amount and quality of all material,
No accurate estimate can be made without them, and even then an
estimate may fail of verification on account of a change in the value
of labor or material, or from errors in judgment; but in no
event, with such restrictions as outlined, if the spirit and letter of
the law were followed, should such a building exceed ten per cent
of tlie original estimate.

Your committee would also recommend that the competition
for the plans of said capitol building be limited to the architects
of this state, and that in the event said capitol building shall cost
more than the sum of $2,000,000, said architect shall not be entitled
to niny commission on the sum such building costs in excess of such
amount.

Your commitiee would further recommend that, in case a site
is selected other than the site mow occupied for capitol purposes,
the present capitol building shall not be abandoned, but shall re-
main under control of the state for its present uses until such time
as the capitol commission shall turn over to the state a completed
building ready for ocenpancy. An abandonment of the present
building and the scattering of state officials over different parts of
the city, and the mnecessily for properly providing for the accom-
modation of the state legislature for a period of ten years would,
in the opinion of your committee, be detrimental to the best in-
terests of the state. In the report of the majority of the commitiee
your minority committee would agree except as to the recom-
mendations made above.

Respectfully submitted,
F. G. McMILLAN.

The minority report, besides dissenting from the majority
on the subject of location, also urged that the eompetition for
plans be limited to avehitects within the state.

Many of the newspapers in the state gave the most hearty
support to the project for a new capitol, advoeating it in the
strongest terms, as a matter of the greatest necessity; others,
on the contrary, were violent in their opposition, in many
cases charging the most unworthy motives to all concerned in
promoting the enterprise.

LEGISLATION FOR BUILDING THE NEW CAPITOL.

On the same day that the committee made its report to the
senate, the writer introduced a bill for the construction of a
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new capitol. It must be confessed that the bill was intro-
duced with considerable trepidation. For it seemed like the
wildest flight of faney to suppose that with the Republicans
in control of the House, and the Demoecratic Alliance members
in control of the Senate, such a bill from a minority senator
should be considered with any favor. The majority of the
senate had been elected upon a widely heralded platform of
economy and reform, and it seemed almost ineredible that the
senate majority would permit a bill to be passed appropriating
the unprecedented sum of $2,000,000, besides, at the same
time, forever settling the burning question of the permanent
capital of the state.

It was the first time within the history of Minnesota legis-
lation that the St. Paul delegation assumed an aggressive at-
titnde on the eapitol question. But the prize was worth the
fight ; for, if successful, it would forever settle the location of
the seat of government, besides releasing the-St. Paul delega-
tion from the constantly recurring fears of removal, which
often in times past had made it so subservient to the most
unworthy demands.

The bill embraced the main features of the majority re-
port as to selection of location, cost of building, and the way
in whiech the funds were to be provided. The next day,
Febrnary 4th, a similar bill was introduced in the House of
Representatives by the Hon., Hiler H. Horton, member from
the 27th Distriet, St. Paunl.

In both houses the hills were referred to the appropriate
committees, The bills were advanced as rapidly as possible,
and on Marech 17th the substitute reported by the Committee
on Public Buildings, making some minor changes in the orig-
mmal bill, was passed in the House of Representatives by a
vote of 68 to 41, The substitute was reported in the senate
on Mareh 21st, and on April 6th passed that body by a vote
of 34 to 20, and was approved by the governor on April Tth.
The contest in both houses was severe. In the House of Rep-
resentatives the brunt of the fight fell upon the Hon. Patrick
H. Kelly, member from the 25th Distriet, St. Paul. He was
equal to the occasion. By his skillful management, great
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energy, and happy adaptability, he won friends for the
measure from all parties, and it is not too much to say that to
him, more than to any other person, we are indebted for the
success that has forever settled the question of the location
of the capitol of the state of Minnesota.

In the Senate the contest was mno less vigorous, but a
fortunate situation, involving the consideration of several
other measures of general public interest, together with the
generous support of patriotic and liberal minded senators,
of all parties, who appreciated the urgent necessity for a new
building, enabled the senators having the Capitol Bill in
charge to seeure its favorable reception and its final passage
by a large majority. And so, after years during which the
location of the state eapitol was made a legislative foot-hall
and a matter of constant anxiety to the people of St. Paul,
this eompleted legislation forever sealed the tripartite action
of the territorial legislature of 1851, when it passed acts fix-
ing the University at Minneapolis, the state prison at Stillwater,
and the capitol at St. Paul. 'While there has never heen any
vote of the people fixing the permanent seat of the state
government, as required by the constitution, one cannot re-
sist the convicetion that the capitol may now be considered as
quite permanently fixed for all time to come.

WORK OF THE STATE CAPITOL COMMISSION.

As soon as the act became a law, Governor Nelson advised
with Mr, Kelly and the writer as to suitable persons to be
appointed the commissioners, for whieh the law provided.
Channing Seabury, of St. Paul, H. W. Lamberton, of Winona,
George A. Du Toit, of v, John De Laittre, of Minne-
'apnlig, C. H. Graves, of Dulitt 1., gﬁ?mﬁ‘gsrh'{'(‘?ﬁ?ngﬁf“o)f’ Mar-
tin county, were appointed an(({werle confirmed by the senate.
Mr, Edgar Weaver, of Mankato, occupied the place of My,
MeHeneh, who died not long after his appointment. The re-
maining six members of the Board are the original appointees
of Governor Nelson,

It is no fulsome praise to say that no public work was
ever committed to a more able and efficient- body. For in-
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tegrity of purpose, critical taste for the beautiful in archi-
tecture, and honesty in the discharge of their intricate duties,
no state has ever been more loyally served. Minnesota and
its eitizens will forever rest under a burden of obligation to these
gentlemen which it may strive in vain to repay.

The commissioners all accepted the appointment and at
once entered upon the discharge of their duties, by holding
their first meeting on May 13th, 1893. The biennial reports
of the commissioners made to the governor of the state relate
in great detail the operations of the Board in the performance
of its duties. It is not within the purpose of this paper to
repeat the story of the work which their reports so faithfunlly
set forth.

The requirements for the selection of plans for the new
building and of an architect, as provided in the original act
of 1893, were found to be altogether too rigorous and imprae-
ticable. The financial scheme too was greatly impaired by
the diminishing assessments of the property within the state,
whieh, instead of increasing yearly as was anticipated, were
so seriously affected by the wide spread finaneial depression
from whieh the whole country suffered, that it was very
evident the tax provided for in the law would not furnish
the amount of money appropriated for the building within
the time limited.

All these difficulties in the original act were remedied by
subsequent legislation in 1895, 1897 and 1899. By these
amendments the commissioners were given greater liberty in
the choice of an architect, and the selection of plans, and
were permitted to issue their certificates in antieipation of
future revenues, as might be necessary, to furnish the funds
as their work progressed.

In the meantime, as the country recovered from the ef-
feets of the financial troubles, the prices of labor and of all
kinds of materials advaneed very rapidly. If the commis-
sioners had been free to proceed with their work at the time
they assumed their duties, the new capitol as originally plan-
ned could have been built within the sum appropriated by
the act, as the commissioners themselves very clearly show in
their second report to the governor,
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THE ARCHITECT AND THE NEW CAPITOL.

Upon the invitation of the commissioners, architects from
all over the United States, many of them of the most dis-
tinguished reputation, submitted plans and drawings, forty-one
in all, for the new ecapitol, and all anonymously. These were
exhibited in publie for two weeks, as the law required. After
a most eritical examination by the members of the Board,
assisted by Mr. Wheelwright, a distingunished architeet of
Boston, and an almost unanimous expression by the general
publie, the plans offered by Mr. Cass Gilbert, of St. Paul, were
chosen, although at the time he was not known as the author,
and he was selected as the architeet, A better seleetion could
not have been made. Mr. Gilbert had lived in St. Paul from
childhood. His ability, skill, and artistic taste were well
known, and his integrity, an important element in an archi-
tect’s character, was his priceless possession. The neiw capitol
building (shown in Plate VII) is the pride of every citizen.
It will remain Mr. Gilbert’s most enduring monument, and
will proclaim his name among the great architects of all the
ages, )

The plans and designs submitted by My, Gilbert, and ae-
cepted by the commissioners, were for a building of the most
stately and dignified character, well befitting the official home
of a prosperous and cultured people. The architecture is the
Italian Renaissance. It commands admiration at onee by its
classic simplicity, and, snrmounted by a superb and majestic
dome, recalls to the beholder those celebrated struetures of
Europe that have been the study of lovers of the beautiful
in architecture, since the days the great masters created
them. As Dante on his famous seat sat for hours lost in con-
templation of the perfection of the beautiful cathedral of
Florenee, so may we and our children for generations to come
sit and study and learn what is most beautiful and classic in
art in our admiration of Mr. Gilbert’s great creation.

The extreme length of the building is 432 feet 10 inches.
The width through the central portico is 228 feet 3 inches.
The extreme height of the dome is 220 feet. In the interior
ample provision is made for the two houses of the legislature
and their committees; for the supreme court, the governor,
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and all officers of the state. Special attention has heen given
to the heating, lighting, and ventilating systems, everything
throughout being of the most complete and substantial char-
acter. The building is as nearly absolutely fireproof as human
ingenuity ean malke it.

The commissioners proceeded at once to seleet a site for
the building within the limits preseribed by the law., They
encountered many vexatious and unreasonable obstructions.
The property they desired to purchase became at once very
valuable in the minds of its owners, and it was only after the
most patient and perplexing efforts that they were finally
able to secure the commanding location the capitol now oe-
cupies.* The grounds embrace an area of nearly eight acres
and cost $367,161.98, The site is a most admirable one. The
elevation is 199 feet above low water mark, and 88 feet above
the site of the old capitol. The view from the lantern of the
capitol dome, extending for miles over the surrounding coun-
try, and compassing the two great cities, presents the most
magnificent panorama to be found anywhere within the state.
Being remote from the business center of the city, the beauty
of the capacious grounds and the noble building itself are
the conspicuous features of the landscape, while it is readily
aceessible in a few minutes from any part of the city by the
numerous street ear lines.

Following the selection and purchase of the capitol site
and the adoption of the plans and designs of Mr. Gilbert, the
active work of construction began at once, The contract for
the excavation and foundation was awarded to Mr, George
J. Grant, of St. Paul. Ground was broken on March 6th,
1896, and the first stone was laid on June 23rd of the same
year. The foundation was completed on November 24th,
1896.

In the performance of their duties, the commissioners ad-
hered rigidly to the ferms of the law under which they were

*In securing the present capitol grounds, the commissioners were very
ably assisted by Hon. Henrv M. Rice, Hon. Alexander Ramsey, and M.
H. 8. Fairchild. Their efforts with the owners of the various pleces of
real estate, and their final success in obtaining them at something near
their real value, place the state under great obligation to these gentle-
men,
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acting. The zeal of the legislators in their efforts to protect
the interests of the state and to limit the cost of the building
had eaused the insertion of provisions in the act without which
it would not have passed the legislature, that continued se-
riously to impede the work of the commissioners, especially
in the matter of anticipating future revenues for the payment
of the progressing work. The legislatures of 1897 and 1899
relaxed the law in this respeet, and gave to the commissioners
the neeessary freedom in the anticipation of funds, so that the
work could be earried on without interruption. On August
31st, 1897, the contract for the exterior and interior walls,
up to but not ineluding the dome, was awarded to the Butler-
Ryan Company, of St. Paul. They were contractors not only
of expert ability but of great fidelity in the exeeution of all
their undertakings. The state was exceedingly fortunate in
finding among its own ecitizens men so capable of successfully
accomplishing a work of sueh magnitude.

It was at this point in the work of construction that the
architect made the first departure from the general expecta-
tion of the public. With so many kinds of building stone to
be found within the state, from the everlasting granite to the
friable limestone, it was the common belief, and indeed had
been the promise of the promoters of the legislation, that only
Minnesota stone would be used to build its eapitol. But with
a courageous devotion to the artistic and beautiful, and a
consistent adherence to the fitness of a classie structure, all
considerations of state advertisement were set aside and
the only material adapted to the architecture of the building
was selected. The beautiful marble of the Grecian mountains
was not possible, but hardly less beautiful than that of Pen-
telikon was the marble found in the quarries of Georgia. It
had already been used in the Art Gallery of Washington,
and the state eapitol of Rhode Island with admirable effect,
and, despite manifold criticism, the commissioners determined
to adopt the advice of the architect and to use it for our
capitol. The completed building in its pure magnificence con-
firms and vindicates the wisdom of the commissioners.
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LAYING THE CORNER STONE.

On July 27th, 1898, the laying of the corner stone was
celebrated with appropriate ceremonies. The day itself was
bright and auspicious. Elaborate preparations were made for
the comfort of the great mmltitude that assembled to witness
the interesting event. A large number of public men whose
names are identified with the history of the state, many of
them from its earliest days, were present. The whole city of
St. Paul was adorned in holiday attire. The pageantry of
the parade, the waving of the flags, and the inspiring music
of the bands, stimulated the enthusiasm of the erowd, and
made the day one that will be long remembered.

The exercises began by Governor Clough requesting Arch-
bishop Ireland to invoke the Divine benediction upon the pro-
ceedings, after which Mr. Graves on behalf of the Commis-
sioners made a eclear and most happy statement of the work
of the Board, from the breaking of the ground to the com-
pletion of the foundation, ready for the corner stone. Gov-
ernor Clough then introduced United States Senator C. K.
Davis, who delivered an oration of great eloguence, com-
memorative of the oceasion. Upon the conclusion of the ad-
dress of Senator Davis, Judge Flandran, one of the first Su-
preme Judges of the state, in a most fitting addvess presented
to ex-governor Ramsey a silver trowel, to be used in the lay-
ing of the stone, which the venerable governor most appro-
priately acknowledged. Upon request of Governor Clough,
Mr, N, P, Langford then read a list of the various articles
and memorials deposited in the corner stone, ‘‘indicative of
the progress of the state in art, literature, and agriculture.”’*

4In the sealed and soldered box that lles In the corner stone the
following articles were placed, to lle for unknown hundreds of years:

Holy Bible.

Statutes of the State of Minnesota, Vols, 1 and 2.

Last published annual report of the secretary of state of Minnesota.

Last published annual report of the Minnesota state audltor,

Last published annual report of the Minnesota state treasurer,

Leglslative manuals of Minnesota for the years 1893, 1805, and 1897.

. History of Minnesota Volunteers in the War of the Rebellion, Vols. 1
and 2,

. Volumes 4 and 8 of the Minnesota Historical Snclet{ Collections.

8 Minnesota Historical Soclety publication, "How Mipnesota Became
a State.”
& tCongressinnal directory of the Fifty-fifth Congress of the United
tates.

History of the new capitol legislation.

The original draft of the bill drawn and introduced in the legislature
by Hon. William B. Dean, of St. Paul, for the erection of a new capitol.
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When the list had been read, Governor Clough asked the
commissioners to place the box in the eavity prepared for it

Neill's History of Minnesota.

History of the Sioux War of 1862-63, by Isaac V. D. Heard,
Minnesota Year Book for the years 1852 and 1863,

Photographs of the new capitol,

Photographs and engravings of Minnesota citles and villages,
Minneapolis Through a Camera.

Copies of the last issued daily ne pers of St. Paul and Minneapolis.
Badge of the Daughters of etemns Tent No. 1, St. Paul, Minn,
Report of the Grand Army of the 'Republic for Minnesota,
American flag and rvoster of 8t, Paul Camp No. 1, Sons of Veterans,

Oone £20 gold coin. one $10 gold coln, and one $5 1d coln, and one
elm;h of all the silver, nickel, and copper coins of the United States of this
date

Portrait of Alexander Ramsey, first governor of the Territory of
Minnesota.

Portrait of Henry Hastings 8ibley, first governor of the State of
Minnesota,

A copy of the introductory address by Hon. Charles H, Graves.

A copy of the oration delivered today by Hon. Cushman K. Davis,

Copper plates of the seal of the Territory and the State of Minnesota.

Copper plnto etehings of south front elevation and prineipal floor plans
of the capitol.

A copper plate on which are engraved the names of the capitol commis-
xlouels secretary, architect and assistants.

{aer plate on which Is engraved an e{pilome of memorable events
in the history of the organization of the Territory and State of Minneso-
ta (colpied below).

ty Dirvectory for the year 1808 of 8t. Paul, capital of Minnesota.

Northwestern Gazetteer and Business Directory.

A list, engrossed on parchment, of the cnnl.ents of the corner stone,

mpy of the pmgmm and ceremonies of lsylng the corner stone,

One of the copper plates that lle in the stoue bears the following in-

seription:
EPITOME OF MEMORABLE EVENTS

In the History of the A u]nltion and Organization of the Territory an
s o State of Minnesota, s B

1784.—March 1—Cession by the State of Virginia to the Uniled States
of that portion of Minnesota lying east of the ississippl river.

1803.—Aprll 30—Treaty concluded with Franee for the cession of
Louisiana to the United States, embracing Lhat portion of Minnesota lying
west of the Mississippi river.

1805.—Sept, 23—Conferences with different bands of Indians.

1837.—Feb. 18—Convention with thpaakootah and other Sioux Indi-

1838.—June 156—Treaty with Chlppawa ‘lig nry Dodge, proclaimed,
1838.—June 15—Trenty with Sloux, bs' oinsett, proclaimed.
1838.—The first pre-emption c¢laim to’ land at St. Anthony Falls
made by Franklin Steele.

1849, —Mareh 3—The United States congress passed the organie act
meatluf the Territory of Minnesota,

—June 1—The pgovernor, Alexander Ramsey, by proclamation,
declared the terrvitory duly organized. Population, 4,949,

1853. —Feb. 24—The treaty of Traverse des Sloux., made by Alexander
Ramsey and Luke Lea, with the Bioux Indians, on July 23, 18i1, and the
treaty of Mendota, by Alexand Ramsey and Luke Lea, with the
Sioux Indians on Aug, 6 1861, were proclaimed by the president.

57.—F'eh, 26—The act authorizing the territory to form a state
government passed by congress

1857.—Oct 13—A state constitution was adopted.

1858.—~May 11—Congress passed the act admitting Minnesota into
l{ae 1.';151(:])&.t Henry Hastings Sibley being the first state governor. Popula-
tion, 7

—Jul,\' 2—The first rvallroad in Minnesota was operated, the train
runulng from St. Paul to St. Anthony.

1861 to 1885—Minnesota mrnished more than 25,000 men for the War
of the Rebellion.

1890.—June 1—Population. United States census, 1,301,826,

1895.—June 1—Population, state census, 1,574,619,

ans.
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in the corner stone, and then proceeded to eall upon the hon-
ored father of the commonwealth, Ex-Governor and Ex-Sen-
ator Ramsey, the first territorial governor of Minnesota, to
lay the stone in its place, and while he was performing with
his silver trowel this most interesting duty the bands played
and the people sang the national hymn, ‘‘America.”” Gov-
ernor Clough having announced the stone as well and properly
set, the multitude was dismissed with the benediction by
Bishop Gilbert.

DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME AND THE BUILDING COMPLETED.

Following the laying of the eorner stone, the work of con-
struction continued with great activity, The commissioners,
however, began to feel hampered by the reduced amount of
funds coming into their hands from the annual tax levy of
two-tenths of a mill upon the assessed value of property in
the state. These assessments, as stated before, steadily di-
minished, instead of constantly increasing, as was the expecta-
tion at the time the Aet was passed. It became apparent
that the work would have to stop unless the legislature re-
lieved the conditions.

The Commissioners in their report of January 1st, 1899,
direeted the attention of the legislature to the situation that
confronted them, and prayed for the necessary relief. This
the legislature of 1899 granted, by passing an aect which au-
thorvized the Commissioners to anticipate future revenues by
issuing certificates of indebtedness as might be necessary.
Throughout the years of 1899 and 1900 the work progressed
without interruption. The beauty of the growing building
beeame more and more apparent, but the very splendor of the
rising walls,

““The princely dome, the eolumn and the arch,

The breathing marble and the sculptured gold,”
only brought embarrassment to the Commissioners. For while
the building eould be eompleted with all its appointments com-
fortable and useful and within the sum fixed by the act, yet
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that limit would preclude the expense of the interior classic
finish so necessary to appropriately conform to the exterior.
Impressed by the situation, the Commissioners, in their re-
port of 1901 and 1903, frankly state that ‘‘owing to the rise
in prices, adherence to the original limit of cost would com-
pel the use of inferior material and workmanship.”’ They
then proceed to specify their meaning more clearly, in de-
tail. Wooden instead of stone floors must be nsed for the
rotunda, corridors and rooms; tin instead of tile roofing;
plain plaster finish instead of mosaie ceiling and vaulting;
the grand stairways with only empty halls and plain plastered
walls, instead as now of the beautiful eceiling supported by
marble columns and walls embellished with marble wain-
scoting and pilasters; and plain oak doors for the main en-
trance, instead of the present massive ones of bronze. To
avoid such a plain and unattractive finish, the commissioners
recommended an inereased appropriation, in order to carry
out the more artistic plans of the architect, as well as to per-
mit the installation of the latest and most improved methods
of lighting, heating, and ventilation; and also to purchase
additional lots required to complete the symmetry of the eapi-
tol grounds. Besides these important changes in the plans and
designs, the architeet was not unmindful of those artistie
embellishments so necessary to fittingly erown this splendid
symbol of the people’s sovereignty. With a courage that
should command our admiration and our thanks, he recom-
mended a bronze Quadriga to surmount the main entrance
pavilion, marble statuary of heroie size, and mural decora-
tions, all by the most famous artists, and stately and dignified
granite approaches to the main entrances of the building.
Many of these recommendations that might have been re-
ceived in the cultured centers of the world as the obvious
artistic furnishings of such a noble strueture, seem somewhat
startling when suggested to the new people of a frontier
prairie state. But the members of the legislature, inspired
and educated doubtless by the presence of sueh magnificent
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architecture, rose grandly to these recommendations, and in-
ereased the original appropriation $1,000,000 in the session of
1901, and $1,500,000 in the session of 1903, making the total
appropriations $4,500,000.

The total expenditure up to January 1st, 1905, is $3,975,-
860.33. The amount yet to be paid on uncompleted contracts,
when finished, is $361,989.561, making the total cost of grounds
and building $4,337,849.84,

Although the cost of the new capitol far exceeds the sum
fixed in the act for its construetion, yet nothing has been done
and no money has been spent that has not been fully authoriz-
ed by the legislature. With a landably ambitious purpose to
erect a building of the most stately and impressive dignity,
the Commissioners at the same time have been true to the
law under which they acted. They are now prepared to ac-
quit themselves of their trust, with a conseiousness of work
well and faithfully done. That the people of the state have
accepted the result of their labors with the most justifiable
pride and the greatest satisfaction, there can he no doubt.
It would be a most graceful and meritorious act on the part
of the state, if the legislature in its wisdom should recognize
the valuable labors of the commissioners by an appropriation
for their services, more in keeping with their value than the
meager compensation allowed them in the original act,

There yet remain two things for the state to do, in order
to round out the completeness of the work already cdone:

First, to purchase the property adjoining the capitol
grounds and convert it into a grand park-like approach to
the eapitol, as already proposed in the plans submitted by
Mr, Gilbert; and

Second, to provide a state mansion on or near the capitol
grounds, for the residence of the governor during his term of
office, while absent from his own home, so that he will not be
compelled to find an abiding place, as best he ean, in some
hotel or boarding house.

In conclusion, to another must be committed the pleasant
duty of some time placing on the records of this Society a
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minute and eritical deseription of the wealth of artistic beau-
ty to be found illustrated in this royal home of our common-
wealth. The spendid conception of Gilbert, the architeet,
realized in the building itself, the sculptures of French, the
decorations of Garnsey, the mural paintings of La Farge,
Blashfield, Simmons, Walker, Cox, Millet, Volk, Pyle, and
Zogbaum, never will cease to delight our people.and educate
them to a better appreciation of the true and beautiful in
art.





