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SECTION FIVE – OPERATIONS 
 
a. Permitting 
Unless exempted by statute, all vehicles entering a state park or state recreation areas must 
display a valid Minnesota State Park vehicle permit.  As the Recreation Area consists of four 
units with separate access points, alternatives for selling State Park permits were explored. 
They include: 

1)   Self-registration. Welcome and (non-electronic) self-registration stations could be 
located at the entrances to each of the Recreation Area Units. 

2)  On-site electronic vending-type machine(s). On-site electronic vending type 
machines could be located at the main entrances to the Recreation Area and/or at 
the DNR Recreation Area headquarters.  It would have the capability of providing 
permits at any time. 

3)   Electronic Licensing System (ELS). This system is currently available for hunting and 
fishing licenses, cross-country ski passes and snowmobile trail stickers, and applying 
for hunting lotteries.  ELS provides three options for buying licenses: online, by 
phone, or in person. 

4)  Consignment to local businesses.  Local businesses such as bait shops, bike shops, 
scuba shops, and convenience stores could be consigned to sell permits. 

 
As exempted by Minnesota Session Laws 2007, Chapter 57-S.F. 2096, Article 1, Section 41, 
Subd. 13, [85.054], a state park permit is not required and a fee may not be charged for 
motor vehicle entry or parking at Croft Mine Historical Park and Portsmouth Mine Lake 
Overlook in Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area, except for overnight camping.  
 
b.  Communications 

 A repeater tower is needed for radio coverage to enable staff to effectively 
communicate throughout the Recreation Area and the state Forest Units under the 
areas jurisdiction.  



Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area: Recreation Implementation Plan 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Page 34 



Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area: Recreation Implementation Plan 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Page 35 

SECTION SIX - OTHER ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED 
 
a.  Future Mining Potential in the Recreation Area 
The DNR updated its 1995 future mining potential map in 2004 (see map on page 37) and 
provided an expanded discussion of the geology and mineral resources for the entire 
recreation area  (see below).  Mining potential maps are updated on a continual basis and are 
available from the DNR. 
 
The DNR Division of Lands and Minerals staff provided the following information for the 
July 2005 Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area Management Plan Amendment concerning 
the geology and mineral resources present at the Recreation Area; 
 
“There are currently four resources existing in the Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area 
that may lead to future mining within the recreation boundary:  construction stone, 
landscape stone, natural iron ore (nonmagnetic), and manganese ore.  Construction stone 
and landscape stone is the most likely resource to be mined in the near future, but the 
remaining manganese ore deposits have the highest potential for long-term mining.  There is 
also potential for exploration and mining of non-ferrous metallic minerals such as copper, 
zinc, and gold. 

 
For the dual purpose of the conservation of stone resources and land, existing brown field 
sites of disturbed land from past mining should be utilized to the maximum extent possible 
in order to delay the need to disturb new land for mining.  Therefore, the stockpile materials 
and existing mines in this area should be available for future mining. 
 
Construction Stone 
The State of Minnesota owns millions of tons of stockpiled material within the state 
recreation area.  These state-owned stockpiles contain school and tax-forfeit trust fund 
minerals.  These stockpiles, and many other stockpiles which exist throughout the state 
recreation area, may be marketable for various construction stone purposes and for 
landscape stone. Further, there may be a need to quarry new stone for these purposes. 

 
Iron Ore Mining Potential 
The majority of iron ore processing facilities in the United States switched from processing 
natural ore to processing taconite in the 1960’s.  The Cuyuna Range contains manganese-rich 
natural iron ore, which differs from the magnetic taconite ores on the Mesabi Range.  
However, within the state recreation area, “lean iron ore stockpiles” and unmined, in-place 
resources may contain enough natural iron ore to make removal profitable using new 
technologies.  Minnesota has recently been benefiting from dramatic increases in world 
demand for steel.  The increased demand is largely due to increasingly high levels of Chinese 
steel production and consumption.  Increasing the quantity of iron unit consumption has led 
to significant increases in the value of iron units of all types.  Such increased value could lead 
to the development of alternative sources of iron, such as from sources in the Cuyuna 
Range. 

 
Manganese Mining Potential 
Manganese is a critical defense-related element used as a hardening agent in the steel-making 
process.  For every ton of steel produced, six to nine pounds of manganese is required.  The 
United States began importing large amounts of manganese in the early 1960’s and currently 
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imports all manganese used in its steel production.  The Cuyuna Range was a critical supplier 
of manganese in W.W.I and W.W.II when foreign supplies were threatened, and at times 
drastically reduced by wartime activities.  The Cuyuna Range has the largest and highest 
grade reserves of the four identified areas of manganese within the borders of the United 
States. 
 
The Cuyuna Range contains a large but low-grade resource of manganese.  There have been 
many attempts to estimate the potential deposits of manganese remaining.  Beltrame, et al 
performed the most recent estimation in 1981.  They estimated that the Range contains a 
minimum of 170 million metric tons of manganiferous rock with an average grade of 10.46 
weight percent manganese.  However, there are many inferred resources on the Cuyuna 
Range that have not been fully explored.  The glacial drift covering the Cuyuna area is 
generally less than 100 feet thick; however, in some areas the glacial drift thickness reaches 
200 feet thick. 
 
In the foreseeable future, the two most likely scenarios for re-starting mining on the Cuyuna 
Range would be a metallurgical breakthrough or a U.S. crisis.  In the event of a national 
emergency, at least part, if not all, of the reserves of the manganese-bearing ore on the 
Cuyuna Range may need to be put back into production.  Ores of the Emily District north 
of Cuyuna (near Emily, Minnesota) have a much higher percentage of manganese than that 
which is found on the North Range (where the state recreation area is located).  Within the 
immediate boundary of the state recreation area, there are large amounts of low-grade 
manganese-bearing ore ranging from 3-5% manganese.  High-grade ore usually contains 
above 12% manganese.  Large stockpiles exist within the state recreation area which may 
contain low-grade ore.  This material was considered waste at the time of mining during the 
1940’s, ‘50’s and ‘60’s.  However with technological advances, these stockpiles may become 
valuable, especially in the event of a U.S. crisis.  Moreover, the former LTV minesite on the 
Mesabi Range may reopen as a plant for producing iron nuggets (pig iron).  The addition of 
iron/manganese concentrates from the Cuyuna Range would be a significant “value-added” 
step for Mesabi pig iron production. 
 
The Cuyuna Range could be put back into production.  Many railroad beds exist throughout 
the region, leading directly to large ports along Lake Superior and mining operations on the 
Mesabi Range.  Opening of any new mining activity would require permitting and 
environmental reviews.  The state, local taxing authorities, and school districts could receive 
significant royalty income as a result of reopening old mines and starting new operations.  
The State of Minnesota is the largest mineral owner on the North Range. 
 
Within the State Recreation Area, the Louise, Hopkins, and Sagamore mine areas have the 
best chance to be put back into production.  Portions of these areas include manganese ore 
greater than 10%.  Immediately to the north of the State Recreation Area, the Pontiac, 
Merrrit, Gloria-Zeno, Milford and Colonization properties show the greatest potential for 
mineable manganese resources.  These areas have the highest concentrations of mineable 
manganese ore on the North Range (pp. 14-16).” 
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b.  Interpretive Opportunities  
Recommendations for interpretive opportunities can be found in the Cuyuna Country State 
Recreation Area Management Plan, the Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area Management 
Plan Amendment, and the draft Cuyuna County State Recreation Area Interpretive Plan.  
The latter identifies interpretive themes, “summarizes existing visitation and interpretive 
services, and identifies opportunities for additional interpretation. (p.2).” 
 
Croft Mine Historical Park 
The Croft Mine Historical Park is located in the Yawkey Unit east of Hwy. 6 and is currently 
managed and operated by the Crosby-Ironton Joint Powers Board.  The area consists of a 
re-creation of a mine tunnel (with interpretive exhibits), an original dry house (that now 
houses mining related artifacts and historical photographs), a typical miner’s house, and the 
Cuyler Adams house.  The miner’s house and Adams house are located south of the dry 
house and mining tunnel and connected by pathways.  The dry house is in its original 
location.  The exhibits and artifacts provide historical information about mining activities at 
the Croft Mine and on the Cuyuna Iron Range.  
 

  Provide improved directional signage to the Croft Mine Historical Park.  
   

  If the headquarters/contact station is developed in the Yawkey Unit it should be 
designed to provide controlled access to the Croft Mine Historical Park. 

   
  Coordinate and initiate additional planning efforts with local interpretive entities to 

determine more specific direction for the Croft Mine Historical Park.  

   
Figure 7. Croft Mine dry house. 
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c.  Natural and Cultural Resources  
Recommendations for management of natural and cultural resources can be found in the 
Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area Management Plan, the Cuyuna Country State 
Recreation Area Management Plan Amendment, and the draft Cuyuna Country State 
Recreation Area Interpretive Plan.  Areas proposed for development will need to be 
reviewed to ensure that natural and cultural resources are identified and appropriately 
managed and protected.  
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SECTION SEVEN – DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND ESTIMATED COSTS 
Groupings are in sequential order by geographical area.   
 
These are recommendations and may be adjusted or reprioritized to meet the realities of land 
ownership, efficiencies of grouping some projects together for lower construction costs, availability of 
funding, results of feasibility studies and events such as mining activities.  
 
Group A- Initial Infrastructure Development Estimated Cost 
 
A.1.  Surveying and signing of boundaries, including clearing 25k 

and installing boundary signs. Additional surveying 
where there may be ownership issues.  

 
A.2.  Provide landscaping, berms and barriers to confine  50k 

vehicles to designated roads, and gates to keep  
snowmobiles off of the Cuyuna Lakes State Trail.  

 
A.3.  Directional exterior roads signed to main entrances in 20k 

each Unit (off of Hwy. 210, Hwy. 6, and County  
Rds. 59, 128 and 30).  

 
A.4.  Main Unit entrances (four) developed with interpretive 30k 

themes. 
 
A.5.  Development of a headquarters/contact station. 350k 
 
A.6.  Development of a shop/garage, warm and cold storage,  200k 

secure equipment. 
 
A.7.  Welcome station/orientation at entrance points.  20k 
 
A.8.  Interior traffic signs for the roads.  5k 
 
A.9.  Reliable radio tower with a repeater. 20k 
 
A.10. Develop and install permit/fee collection system. 100k 
 
Group B – Cuyuna Lakes State Trail Development 

 
B.1.   Complete the development of the paved (from Iverson Division of Trails & 
         Road to the Sagamore Unit boat ramp access and Waterways 

parking area) and unpaved Cuyuna Lakes State Trail 
alignments between the Sagamore and Mahnomen 
Units.  This will connect all four units of the Recreation 
Area by trail.   
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B.2.   Sagamore Unit. Develop the paved Cuyuna Lakes State Division of Trails & 
Trail alignment through the Sagamore Unit.  Waterways 

 
B.3.  Sagamore Unit.  Develop the unpaved Cuyuna Lakes  Division of Trails & 

State Trail alignment. Waterways 
 

B.4.  Mahnomen Unit. Develop the unpaved Cuyuna Lakes  Division of Trails & 
 State Trail alignment on the south side of the Waterways 
 Pennington Mine in the vicinity of the Pennington 
 coniferous tree plantation. 

 
B.5. Portsmouth Unit. Develop a bridge for the creek  Division of Trails & 
 crossing at Portsmouth/Armour #2 Mine Lakes for the  Waterways 
 unpaved Cuyuna Lakes State Trail alignment. 
 
B.6. Portsmouth Unit.  Develop aggregate surfaced trail on  25k 
 the east end of Portsmouth Mine Lake from the 

unpaved Cuyuna Lakes State Trail south along the west 
side of Hwy. 6 to the paved alignment of the state trail. 
This will complete a trail alignment around the 
Portsmouth Mine Lake. 

 
Group C – Mahnomen Unit 
 
C.1.  Mahnomen Unit. Decision needed on motor vehicle 1,000k  

entrance(s) and road alignments (Option A or Option B)  
for Mahnomen Unit. Cost varies depending upon  
decision made. Estimate is based on unpaved road 5-10 
miles in length. See C.3 and C.5. 

 
C.2.  Mahnomen Unit.  Develop mountain biking trails off 25k 

of the Cuyuna Lakes State Trail between the state trail  
and the Huntington/Feigh Mine Lakes.  

 
C.3.  Mahnomen Unit. Develop an unpaved road from the included in C.1 

Pennington access to the top of the overlook 
(snowmobilers will use this road in winter months).  

 
C.4.  Mahnomen Unit.  Develop a first-class day use facility at 300k 

the Cuyuna overlook to include a picnic shelter, vault 
toilet, and other day use amenities such as perimeter 
trails, viewing platforms, benches, picnic tables, and 
interpretive displays. 

 
C.5. Mahnomen Unit. Develop the remaining proposed roads included in C.1 

in the Mahnomen Unit. Cost will vary depending on the 
entrance and road option selected.  Two entrance 
options are under consideration.  See plan and maps for 
details. Option A provides one entrance only, off of 
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Co. Rd. 30, into the Unit.  This is contingent upon 
stabilizing the erosion on the north side of 
Huntington/Feigh Mine Lakes where cave-ins have 
been occurring to provide for a main road.  If road 
option A is feasible then develop the road from the 
overlook to Little Menomin Lake.  If stabilizing the 
area is not possible then two entrances into the Unit 
will need to be developed. Option B provides access off 
of County Rd. 30 and County Rd. 128.  

  
C.6.  Mahnomen Unit. Develop the road to the carry-in boat  75k 

access at the Huntington/Feigh (Hillcrest) Mine Lakes 
(south side of Feigh Mine Lake). 

 
C.7.  Mahnomen Unit. Develop a carry-in boat access at the 150k 

Huntington/Feigh (Hillcrest) Mine Lake, including a 
small parking area and a vault toilet.  

 
C.8.  Mahnomen Unit.  Develop hiking trails and overlooks  15k 

around the Hillcrest access area between the state trail  
and the mine lakes.  

 
C.9.  Mahnomen Unit. Develop the boat ramp access sites at 150k 

June Lake and Little Menomin Lake: one parking area  
with a ramp to June Lake and a ramp to Little Menomin  
Lake. Cost may be higher if mitigation is needed.  

 
C.10. Mahnomen Unit.  Restore water surface connection  75k 

between Little Mahnomen and Mahnomen Lakes. 
Culverts currently connect the two water bodies.  

 
C.11. Mahnomen Unit.  Develop the overlook/day use area at 150k 

east end of Feigh Mine Lake: improve/expand the 
parking area and stairs, develop a picnic area 
overlooking the lake, develop shore fishing facilities (#5 
on map) on the east end of the lake. 

 
C.12 Mahnomen Unit. Improve the bank shore fishing facility  50k 

(#7 on map) at the Pennington Mine Lake located at 
the boat ramp access site. Improve trail accessibility, 
new retaining wall, new shore fishing facilities. 
 

C.13. Mahnomen Unit. Begin development of scuba diving 125k 
sites and shore fishing facilities in the Mahnomen Unit 
in areas of initial focused development (where roads are 
being developed). Scuba diving site #8.  Shore fishing 
facility #3.   

 
C.14. Mahnomen Unit. As the roads and other major facilities 400k 



Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area: Recreation Implementation Plan 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Page 44 

in the unit are developed, develop scuba diving sites #2, 
#3, #4, #5, #6, and #7, and shore fishing facilities #4 
and #6. 

 
Group D – Mahnomen Unit Mountain Biking & Hiking Trails 

 
D.1. Mahnomen Unit. Develop aggregate surfaced mountain      mountain biking trails –  

  biking and hiking trails around the west, north, and east      Federal funding (SAFETEA-LU) 
  sides of Huntington/Feigh Mine Lakes that connect to       secured, local match needed 
  the paved and unpaved Cuyuna Lakes State Trail on the            
  south side of these lakes. (The unpaved Cuyuna Lakes hiking trails - 100k 
  State Trail is developed in the Mahnomen, Portsmouth,  
  and Yawkey Units although some realignment may be 
  needed). 

 
D.2.  Mahnomen Unit. Develop mountain biking trails and         Federal funding (SAFETEA-LU) 

  skill development area in the Mahnomen Unit north            secured, local match needed 
        of Huntington and Feigh Mine Lakes. 
 
D.3.  Mahnomen Unit. Develop aggregate surfaced trail around                                 200k 

the Pennington Mine Lake to include a bridge over the         
channel between Pennington Mine Lake and 
Mahnomen #1 Mine Lake. The channel is a maximum 
of 20’ wide. Estimate bridge at 40’ long by 6’ wide. 

 
Group E – Yawkey Unit 

 
E.1. Yawkey Unit. Develop intermediate to extremely difficult    Federal funding (SAFETEA-LU) 
       mountain biking trails and a skills area in the vicinity of        secured, local match needed 
       the Yawkey and Manual Mine Lakes.  

 
E.2. Yawkey Unit. Block the east entrance off of County Road  300k 

 31 to the Yawkey Unit. Improve an unpaved road (from              
Hwy. 6 to two defined parking areas – one at Yawkey      
Mine Lake and one near Manuel Mine Lake). Improve   
pedestrian access, using the existing trail, to Manuel Mine   
Lake for shore fishing. Develop scuba diving site (#10),   
shore fishing facilities (#9 and #10), and a picnic area (on   
the west side of the Yawkey Mine Lake).  
 

E.3. Yawkey Unit. Upgrade the parking lot at the Croft Mine   125k 
  Historical Park. Pave the road from Hwy. 6 to the 
  parking lot, pave the parking lot, pave the trail to the  
  Croft Mine and vault toilet.  Request assistance from Iron  
  Range Resources (IRR).  
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Group F – Sagamore Unit 
 

F.1. Sagamore Unit.  Use the State Park Road Account to                     State Park Rd. Acct. 
improve the township gravel road from County Road 59    
to the entrance road at the southeast end of Sagamore  
Unit (@1,438 feet or .27 miles). 

 
F.2. Sagamore Unit. Develop a road (approx. one mile in   100k 
      length) from the boat ramp access site north around the     

east side of Sagamore Mine Lake and around the north 
side to the day and overnight use areas.          

 
F.3. Sagamore Unit. Develop a shore fishing facility (#2) with 50k 
       a nearby parking area for 6+/- vehicles. 
 
F.4. Sagamore Unit. Develop a scuba diving site (#1) and                     50k 
  approximately 8 cart-in camping sites. Develop a parking  
       area for approximately 16 camper vehicles plus additional 
       parking spaces for scuba divers.  
 
F.5.Sagamore Unit.  Develop a hiking, mountain biking, and                                         175k 
      cross-country ski trail on the northwest side of the    

Sagamore Unit. Develop horse trails that connect into the  
unpaved alignment of the Cuyuna Lakes State Trail  
and/or other exterior designated horse trails. Develop a  
horse trailhead with vehicle/trailer parking, vault toilets  
and water.  Development of a horse trailhead may need to  
be delayed until more land can be acquired for interior 
horse trails or connections can be made to exterior horse 
trails. 

 
F6. Sagamore Unit. Develop easiest/easy unpaved hardened       Federal funding (SAFETEA-LU)  
 surfaced trails off of the state trail for mountain biking.         secured, local match needed.  
       
F.7.Sagamore Unit. Develop a walk-in/bike-in shore fishing     30k 
     facility (#1) on the south side of Sagamore Mine Lake. 

 
Group G- Mahnomen Unit Camping 

 
G.1.Mahnomen Unit. Develop an approximately 8-acre                              400k 
 rustic camping area southwest of Alstead Mine Lake. 

Vault toilets, water supply as needed, spurs and roads (no 
central sanitation building). Other opportunities for 
camping in this area may exist in the future if additional 
property to the west can be acquired. If further land 
acquisition is possible, future expansion of this 
campground area to a full service campground may be 
desirable. 
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Group H – Sagamore Unit Camping 
 

H.1. Sagamore Unit. Development of approximately 3 to 4         150k 
        acres of rustic camping area on the “plateau.” 
  
Group I – Portsmouth Unit Camping, Recreational Facilities, 
and Wayside 
   
I.1. Minor improvements to the existing campground to keep   50k  

it as a viable option in the short-term.  Provide a 
vegetative buffer between the camping area and the 
sewage treatment ponds, and between the camping area 
and the industrial site. 

 
I.2. Develop scuba diving site (#9) and shore fishing facility                                             100k 
     (#8). 
 
I.3. Improve the Portsmouth Mine Lake Overlook to enhance     w/MnDOT/IRR? 
 views. Develop and install informational displays and  
     additional interpretive displays. Stabilization may be  
     needed at the edge of the lake.  
 

Total Estimated Cost: $5,190k ($5.190 million) 
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SECTION EIGHT – ACQUISITION PRIORITIES AND ESTIMATED 
COSTS 
 
Acquisition Priorities Estimated Cost 
See Land Acquisition Priorities map following page 48. 
Priorities for acquisition are defined as high, medium, or low priority.   
 
High priority acquisitions (738 acres; 313 acres are undivided)   $2 to 3 million 
Criteria for high priority acquisitions include properties that             
have high resource potential or unique features, where acquisition of 
the site eliminates existing fragmentation that negatively affects park 
management, or where there is urgency such as an immediate treat of 
development. 
 
In the Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area this includes areas where 
State ownership would help control access to the Recreation Area, 
provide opportunities for trail linkage and development, provide access 
to high quality scuba diving sites, and provide continuity of State 
ownership in areas of high recreation potential.  
 
Medium priority acquisitions (302 acres; all undivided)  $.4 to .5 million 
Criteria for identifying properties for medium priority acquisitions 
include properties that are key to improving park operations, or 
provide a buffer area adjacent to existing operations. 
 
Within the Cuyuna Country Stare Recreation Area this includes areas 
where acquisition would consolidate ownership to maximize 
recreational resource management opportunities. 
 
Low priority acquisitions (318 acres; all undivided)         $.5 to 1.5 million 
Criteria for identifying properties for low priority acquisitions include 
high cost acquisitions, areas where resource management could be 
improved or restoration expanded, or the quality of existing resources 
is low. 
 
Within the Recreation Area these sites may be isolated parcels, may be 
marginal for recreational development, or have opportunities for 
recreational development however are not central to the Recreational 
Area. 
 

Total Estimated Cost: $2.9 to $5 million  
Leasing Priorities 
Leasing property within the Recreation Area should be considered for high priority acquisition 
locations where acquiring the property are not currently an option.   
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APPENDICES  
 
a.  Related Legislation 
 

Minnesota Statutes 
CHAPTER 86A 

OUTDOOR RECREATION SYSTEM 
86A.05 CLASSIFICATION AND PURPOSES. 

 
Subd. 3. State recreation area; purpose; resource and site qualifications; administration. 

(a) A state recreation area shall be established to provide a broad selection of outdoor recreation  
opportunities in a natural setting which may be used by large numbers of people. 
(b) No unit shall be authorized as a state recreation area unless its proposed location  
substantially satisfies the following criteria: 
(1) contains natural or artificial resources which provide outstanding outdoor recreational  
opportunities that will attract visitors from beyond the local area; 
(2) contains resources which permit intensive recreational use by large numbers of people;  
and 
(3) may be located in areas which have serious deficiencies in public outdoor recreation  
facilities, provided that state recreation areas should not be provided in lieu of municipal, county,  
or regional facilities. 
(c) State recreation areas shall be administered by the commissioner of natural resources in a  
manner which is consistent with the purposes of this subdivision primarily to provide as broad  
a selection of opportunities for outdoor recreation as is consistent with maintaining a pleasing  
natural environment. Scenic, historic, scientific, scarce, or disappearing resources within state  
recreation areas shall be recommended for authorization as historic sites or designated scientific  
and natural areas pursuant to section 86A.08 to preserve and protect them. Physical development  
shall enhance and promote the use and enjoyment of the natural recreational resources of the area. 
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Minnesota Session Laws 1993 
CHAPTER 172 – S.F.No. 1570 

 
Sec. 34. CUYUNA COUNTRY STATE RECREATION AREA. 

 
 Subdivision 1. [85.013] [Subd. 5c.] CUYUNA COUNTRY STATE RECREATION 
AREA.  Cuyuna country state recreation area is established in Crow Wing county. 
 
 Subd. 2. ACQUISITION.  The commissioner of natural resources is authorized to acquire by gift 
or purchase the land for Cuyuna country state recreation area.  The commissioner must manager the 
area for multiple recreational use, including allowance of hunting and provide for limited timber 
harvest. 
 
 Subd. 3.  MINING.  The commissioner shall recognize the possibility that mining may be 
conducted in the future with the Cuyuna country state recreation area, and the use of portions of the 
surface estate and control of the flowage of water may be necessary for future mining operations.  
 
 Subd. 4.  ADVISORY COMMITTEE.  (a) A local area advisory committee is established to 
provide direction on the establishment, planning, development, and operation of the Cuyuna country 
state recreation area. 
 (b) Membership on the advisory committee shall include:  
 (1) a representative of the Cuyuna range mineland recreation area joint powers board; 
 (2) a representative of the Croft Mine historical joint powers board; 
 (3) a designee of the Cuyuna range mineland reclamation committee who has worked as a miner in 
the local area; 
 (4) a representative of the Crow Wing county board; 
 (5) a state representative appointed by the speaker of the house or representatives; 
 (6) a state senator appointed by the senate committee on committees; 
 (7) a representative of the Brainerd regional office of the department of natural resources;  
 (8) a designee of the Iron Range resources and rehabilitation board; 
 (9) a designee of the local business community selected by the area chambers of commerce; 
 (10) a designee of the local environmental community selected by the Cuyuna country 
conservation club; 
 (11) a designee of a local education organization selected by the school board; and 
 (12) a designee of the local tourism community selected by the Cuyuna country tourism group. 
 (c) The advisory committee shall elect its own chair and meetings shall be at the call of the chair. 
 (d) The advisory committee shall serve as volunteers and accept no per diem. 
 Subd. 5.  MANAGEMENT PLAN.  The commissioner and local area advisory committee must 
cooperatively develop a comprehensive management plan that provides for multiple use recreation, 
protection of natural resources, allowances of hunting, snowmobiling, horse trails and forest 
management, interpretation of cultural and historic resources, land acquisition needs, fee structure, 
and road and facility development.  The completed management plan shall serve as the master plan 
for purposes of Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.09.  
 Subd. 6.  BOUNDARIES. 
See authorizing legislation for described lands located with the boundaries of Cuyuna country 
state recreation area.  
 Subd. 7.  FEE.  Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, section 85.053, subdivision 2, no fee may be 
charged by the commissioner for use of the state recreation area before May 1, 1994.  
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 Subd. 8.  ADOPT-A-RECREATION AREA.  The commissioner must utilize Minnesota 
Statutes, section 85.045, as much as possible in development and operation of the Cuyuna country 
state recreation area. 
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Minnesota Session Laws 2007 
CHAPTER 57 - S.F. No. 2096 

Article 1 
 

      Sec. 40. [85.0146] CUYUNA COUNTRY STATE RECREATION AREA;  
CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL. 
     Subdivision 1. Advisory council created. The Cuyuna Country State Recreation  
Area Citizens Advisory Council is established. Membership on the advisory council  
shall include: 
     (1) a representative of the Cuyuna Range Mineland Recreation Area Joint Powers  
Board; 
     (2) a representative of the Croft Mine Historical Park Joint Powers Board; 
     (3) a designee of the Cuyuna Range Mineland Reclamation Committee who has  
worked as a miner in the local area; 
     (4) a representative of the Crow Wing County Board; 
     (5) an elected state official; 
     (6) a representative of the Grand Rapids regional office of the Department of Natural  
Resources; 
     (7) a designee of the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Board; 
     (8) a designee of the local business community selected by the area chambers of  
commerce; 
     (9) a designee of the local environmental community selected by the Crow Wing  
County District 5 commissioner; 
     (10) a designee of a local education organization selected by the Crosby-Ironton  
School Board;  
     (11) a designee of one of the recreation area user groups selected by the Cuyuna  
Range Chamber of Commerce; and  
     (12) a member of the Cuyuna Country Heritage Preservation Society. 
     Subd. 2. Administration. (a) The advisory council must meet at least four times  
annually. The council shall elect a chair and meetings shall be at the call of the chair. 
     (b) Members of the advisory council shall serve as volunteers for two-year terms  
with the ability to be reappointed. Members shall accept no per diem. 
     (c) The state recreation area manager may attend the council meetings and advise  
the council of issues in management of the recreation area. 
     (d) Before a major decision is implemented in the Cuyuna Country State Recreation  
Area, the area manager must consult with the council and take into consideration any  
council comments or advice that may impact the major decision. 
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Minnesota Session Laws 2007 
CHAPTER 57 - S.F. No. 2096 

Article 1 
 
     Sec. 41. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 85.054, is amended by adding a subdivision  
to read: 
     Subd. 13. Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area. A state park permit is not required 
and a fee may not be charged for motor vehicle entry or parking at Croft Mine Historical Park and 
Portsmouth Mine Lake Overlook in Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area, except for overnight 
camping. 
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Minnesota Rules 
6110.3000 – 6110.3800 

6110.3000 POLICY.  
 
    It is the policy of this state to promote full use and enjoyment of waters of the state, to promote 
safety for persons and property in connection with such use, and to promote uniformity of laws 
relating to such use.  
 
    STAT AUTH: MS s 361.25 
Current as of 09/26/07 
 
  6110.3100 SCOPE.  
    As part of implementing that policy, Minnesota Statutes, sections 86B.205, subdivisions 2 to 5; 
103G.605; 103G.621; and 459.20 authorize counties, cities, and towns to regulate by ordinance the use 
of surface waters by watercraft, upon approval of any such ordinance by the commissioner.  
Minnesota Statutes, section 86B.205, subdivision 9, paragraph (a), authorizes the commissioner to 
regulate such use by rule, upon request of a county, city, or town, and after the rule is approved by the  
majority of the counties affected.  Parts 6110.3000 to 6110.4200, however, shall not apply to units of 
government other than counties, cities, and towns, or to counties, cities, or towns adopting ordinances 
identical to and on the same body of water as a lake conservation district ordinance.  
 
    STAT AUTH: MS s 361.25; 86B.211  
Current as of 09/26/07 
 
  6110.3200 GOAL OF WATER SURFACE USE MANAGEMENT.  
    The goal of water surface use management shall be to enhance the recreational use, safety, and 
enjoyment of the water surface of Minnesota and to preserve these water resources in a way that 
reflects the state's paramount concern for the protection of its natural resources.  In pursuit of that 
goal, an ordinance or rule shall:  
      A.  where practical and feasible, accommodate all compatible recreational uses; 
      B.  minimize adverse impact on natural resources;  
      C.  minimize conflicts between users in a way that  
 provides for maximum use, safety, and enjoyment; and  
      D.  conform to the standards set in part 6110.3700.  
 
    STAT AUTH: MS s 361.25 
Current as of 09/26/07 
 
  6110.3300 STATUTORY AUTHORITY.  
 
    Parts 6110.3000 to 6110.4200 are required by Minnesota Statutes, section 86B.211.  They provide 
procedures for the development and approval of rules and ordinances for resolving water surface use 
conflict by regulating:  
      A.  type and size of watercraft;  
      B.  type and horsepower of motors;  
      C.  speed of watercraft;  
      D.  time of use;  
      E.  area of use; and  
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      F.  the conduct of other activities on the water body where necessary to secure the safety of the 
public and the most general public use.  
 
    STAT AUTH: MS s 361.25; 86B.211  
Current as of 09/26/07 
 
  6110.3400 JURISDICTION OF COMMISSIONER.  
 
    The commissioner shall exercise the commissioner's  
 discretion under Minnesota Statutes, section 86B.205, subdivision 9 to regulate a water body when so 
requested by a county, city, or town only when the water body:  
      A.  is traversed by a state or international boundary; or  
      B.  is within the jurisdiction of two or more counties which cannot agree on the content of 
ordinances; and  
      C.  regulation is necessary to achieve the goals in  
 part 6110.3200.   
 
    In all other cases, water surface use regulation shall be by county, city, or town ordinance as 
specified in Minnesota Statutes, sections 86B.205, subdivisions 2 to 5; 103G.605; 103G.621; and 
459.20.  If a body of water is located within the jurisdiction of two or more cities or towns which 
cannot agree on the content of ordinances, any such city or town may petition the county in which 
they are located to adopt an ordinance.  
 
    STAT AUTH: MS s 361.25; 86B.211  
 
    HIST: 17 SR 1279  
Current as of 09/26/07 
 
  6110.3500 EXISTING ORDINANCES AND RULES.  
 
    All existing ordinances and rules adopted on or after January 1, 1975 affecting water surface use 
shall be brought into compliance with parts 6110.3000 to 6110.4200 within a reasonable time period 
after promulgation of these parts.  
 
    STAT AUTH: MS s 361.25 
Current as of 09/26/07 
 
  6110.3600 ASSESSMENT OF CONDITIONS.  
 
    Subpart 1.  Factors to consider.  The commissioner of any governmental unit formulating, 
amending, or deleting controls for surface waters shall acquire and consider the following  
information, noting factors that are not relevant:  
      A.  Physical characteristics:   
        (1) size:  normal surface acreage, if available, or the basin acreage listed in the Division of Waters 
Bulletin No. 25, An Inventory of Minnesota Lakes;  
        (2) crowding potential:  expressed as a ratio of  water surface area to length of shoreline;  
        (3) bottom topography and water depth;  
        (4) shore soils and bottom sediments;  
        (5) aquatic flora and fauna;  
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        (6) water circulation:  for lakes, the existence and locations of strong currents, inlets, and large 
water level fluctuations; for rivers and streams, velocity and water level fluctuations;  
        (7) natural and artificial obstructions or hazards to navigation, including but not limited to points,  
bars, rocks, stumps, weed beds, docks, piers, dams, diving platforms, and buoys; and  
        (8) regional relationship:  the locations and the level of recreational use of other water bodies in 
the area.  
      B.  Existing development:   
        (1) Private:  to include number, location, and  occupancy characteristics of permanent homes, 
seasonal homes, apartments, planned unit developments, resorts, marinas, campgrounds, and other 
residential, commercial, and industrial uses.  
        (2) Public:  to include type, location, size, facilities, and parking capacity of parks, beaches, and  
watercraft launching facilities.  
      C.  Ownership of shoreland:  to include the location and managing governmental unit of shoreline 
in federal, state, county, or city ownership as well as private, semipublic, or corporate lands.  
      D.  Public regulations and management:  to include federal, state, or local regulations and 
management plans and activities having direct effects on watercraft use of surface waters.  
      E.  History of accidents which have occurred on the surface waters.  
      F.  Watercraft use:  to include information obtained in the morning, afternoon, and evening on at 
least one weekday and one weekend day, concerning the number and types of watercraft in each of the 
following categories:  kept or used by riparians, rented by or gaining access through resorts or marinas, 
using each public watercraft launching facility, in use on the waterbody.  
      G.  Conflict perception and control preferences:  to include opinions gained by surveys or through 
public meetings or hearings of riparians, transients, local residents, and the public at large.  
 
    Subp. 2.  Written statement.  Any governmental unit formulating, amending, or deleting controls 
for surface waters shall submit to the commissioner the following:  
      A.  the information requested in subpart 1, portrayed on a map to the extent reasonable;  
      B.  a statement evaluating whether the information reveals significant conflicts and explaining why 
the particular controls proposed were selected;  
      C.  the proposed ordinance; and  
      D.  a description of public hearings held concerning the proposed controls, including an account 
of the statement of each person testifying.  
 
    Subp. 3.  Commissioner review and approval.  The commissioner shall require the ordinance 
proposer to provide additional information of the kind described in subpart 1 when needed in order 
to make an informed decision.  The commissioner shall approve the ordinance if it conforms with 
these rules.  
 
    STAT AUTH: MS s 361.25 
Current as of 09/26/07 
 
  6110.3700 WATER SURFACE MANAGEMENT STANDARDS.  
 
    Subpart 1.  Purpose.  To promote uniformity of ordinances or rules on the use of watercraft on 
surface waters of this state, to encourage compliance and to ease enforcement, the commissioner and 
any government unit formulating such ordinances or rules shall follow these standards.  When 
formulating an ordinance or rule, it is not required that all the standards listed below be incorporated 
into every ordinance or rule.  Rather, the commissioner or governmental unit shall select from the 
standards listed below such standard(s) as are needed to regulate the surface use of waters.  
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    Subp. 2.  Watercraft type and size.  Controls may be formulated concerning the type and/or size 
of watercraft permissible for use on surface water body(ies) or portions thereof.  
    Subp. 3.  Motor type and size.  Controls, if any, concerning the maximum total horsepower of 
motor(s) powering watercraft on surface waters shall utilize one or more of the following horsepower 
cutoffs or motor types:  25 hp; 10 hp; electric motors; no motors.  
    Subp. 4.  Direction of travel.  Directional controls, if used, shall mandate watercraft to follow a 
counterclockwise path of travel.  
    Subp. 5.  Speed limits.  Controls, if any, concerning the maximum speeds allowable for watercraft 
on surface waters shall utilize one or more of the following miles-per-hour cutoffs:  
      A.  "Slow-No Wake" means operation of a watercraft at the slowest possible speed necessary to 
maintain steerage and in no case greater than five mph.  
      B.  15 mph.  
      C.  40 mph.  
    Subp. 6.  Effective time.  Controls must use one or more of the following time periods. 
      A.  sunrise to sunset or sunset to sunrise the following day;  
      B.  9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. the following day;  
      C.  noon to 6:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m. to noon the following day;  
      D.  all 24 hours of the day.  
    Controls must be in effect during one of the following calendar divisions:  all year; Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day weekend; on all weekends and legal holidays occurring within Memorial 
Day weekend through Labor Day weekend.  
    Controls governing the use of watercraft may be adopted which are placed into effect based upon 
specific water elevations.  
    Subp. 7.  Area zoning.  Controls shall clearly specify which portion of the water body is affected by 
such controls.  
    Area controls may be formulated concerning any of the subject matter covered in the water surface 
management standards in subparts 2 to 9.   
    Controls concerning a "Slow-No Wake" shall be established for the entire water body or portion 
thereof according to the following criteria:  within 100 feet or 150 feet from the shore; or where 
watercraft speed or wake constitutes a hazard to persons, property, or the natural resources; or where 
it has been determined that such control(s) would enhance the recreational use and enjoyment of the 
majority of users.  
    Subp. 8.  Conduct of other activities on a body of water. Controls formulated by a governmental 
unit which restricts other  activities (such as swimming or scuba diving) shall conform to part 
6110.3200.   
    Subp. 9.  Emergencies.  In situations of local emergency, temporary special controls may be 
enacted by a county, city, or town for a period not more than five days without the commissioner's 
approval.  The commissioner shall be notified, however, as soon as practicable during this five-day 
period.  
    Subp. 10.  Additional evidence.  A government unit may submit additional evidence if it feels that 
variance from the afore-stated standards is necessary to best address a particular  problem.  The 
commissioner will review such evidence and shall grant a variance if there are circumstances peculiar 
to the body or bodies of water in question of such magnitude as to overshadow the goal of 
uniformity.  
 
    STAT AUTH: MS s 361.25 
Current as of 09/26/07 
 
  6110.3800 ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.  
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    Subpart 1.  Enforcement and penalties.  Any government unit adopting ordinances pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes, sections 86B.205, subdivisions 2 to 5; 103G.605; 103G.621; and 459.20 shall 
provide for their enforcement and prescribe penalties for noncompliance.  Rules established pursuant 
to Minnesota Statutes, section 86B.201, subdivisions 1 and 2, or 86B.205, subdivisions 1 and 9, shall 
be enforced by conservation officers of the Department of Natural Resources and the sheriff of each  
county.  
 
    Rules or ordinances shall contain a provision exempting authorized resource management, 
emergency, and enforcement  personnel when acting in the performance of their assigned duties.  
They may also provide for temporary exemptions from controls through the use of permits issued by 
the unit of government adopting the ordinance or rule.  
 
    Subp. 2.  Commissioner's approval for proposed ordinances.   
 Any governmental unit formulating ordinances or desiring amendments and deletions to existing 
ordinances shall submit the written statement required by these rules with the proposed ordinance to 
the commissioner pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 86B.205, subdivisions 2 to 5, for approval 
or disapproval.  Determination of approval or disapproval shall be based upon the written statement 
and the compatibility of the ordinance with these rules.  If the proposed ordinance is disapproved by 
the commissioner and a satisfactory compromise cannot be established, the governmental unit may 
initiate a contested case hearing to settle the matter.  
 
    The commissioner shall notify the governmental unit in writing of approval or disapproval of 
proposed ordinances within 120 days after receiving them pursuant to Minnesota Statutes,  section 
86B.205, subdivisions 2 to 5.  Failure to so notify  shall be considered approval.  
 
    Subp. 3.  Public notice.  Any governmental unit adopting ordinances shall provide for adequate 
notification of the public, which shall include placement of a sign at each public watercraft launching 
facility outlining essential elements of such ordinances, as well as the placement of necessary buoys 
and signs.  All such signs and buoys shall meet requirements specified in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 
86B, and parts 6110.1500 to 6110.1900.  
 
    The commissioner shall publish and update at the commissioner's discretion a listing of watercraft 
use rules and ordinances on surface waters of the state for distribution to the public.  
 
    STAT AUTH: MS s 361.25; 86B.211  
 
    HIST: 17 SR 1279  
Current as of 09/26/07 
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