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Introduction
The 1996 Minnesota Legislature convened onjan. 16, 1996. The House adjourned sine die at 12:58

a.m. on April 3, 1996. The Senate adjourned about 3 p.m. later that afternoon.
Lawmakers spent 48 days in session for a total of 113 legislative days dUring the biennium. As

specified by the Minnesota Constitution, the Legislature may meet for 120 legislative days dUring a two
year period. (A legislative day is counted when a quorum of either the House or Senate is present to
conduct business as a body.)

During the 1996 session, 1,294 bills were introduced in the House and 1,104 in the Senate. Ofthe
206 bills and one resolution sent to the governor, a total of 26 were vetoed (19 full vetoes and seven
line-item vetoes).

Overall, the list of accomplishments from the 1996 session includes: a proposed constitutional
amendment providing for voter-initiated recall of elected officials; community notification when
certain sex offenders are released from prison; a decision to expand the current Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport; the establishment of a minimum hospital stay for mothers and their newborn
children; and changes to wetlands regulations to satisfy all interested parties.

New Laws 1996 is divided into five major parts:
First, the Highlights sectionbeginning on page 9 is written in an easy-to-read style forthose who want

a qUick overview oflegislation approved in 1996.
Second, the Vetoed Bills section lists all the bills that were vetoed and line-item vetoed by the

governor and synopses of his reasons for doing so.
Third, the Dead Bills section cites some of the bills discussed in 1996, but not passed by the House

and Senate. In order to get a hearing, these bills must be reintroduced as new bills in the 80th Legislative
Session.

Fourth, the Summary section gives a technical summary of each approved bill as it appeared on the
bill when it was sent to the governor. Also included is a listing of all sections of Minnesota Statutes that
the bill affects.

Fifth, the Index section provides a list of bills by Chapter number, House file number, Senate file
number, bill title, effective date, and finally, by keywords. Many indexes are included to make it as easy
as possible for people to find what they need.

Ifyou wish to obtain a copy ofa bill, call the House ChiefClerk's Office (612) 296-2314, orthe Senate
Information Office (612) 296-2343. Ask forthe bill by Chapter number, or by the House or Senate file
number.

Both the House and Senate public information offices have toll-free numbers for residents out
side the metropolitan area. To reach the House, call 1-800-657-3550. To reach the Senate, call
1-888-234-1112.

Highlights
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Homeowners who pay for private mort
gage insurance coverage could be saved a
needless expense under a new banking law.

Private mortgage insurance to protect
against default is required ofmany borrowers
who put down less than 20 percent on their
mortgages.

A provision in the new law stipulates that
private mortgage insurance no longer should
be required if the borrower has paid a speci
fied percentage of the principal and met
other conditions such as making monthly
payments on time.

Effective April 3, 1996, the measure also
requires lenders to provide annual notice to
consumers that they may be eligible to drop
private mortgage insurance policies. (Art. 1,
Sec. 9)

The new requirements are the result of
some lawmakers' concerns that borrowers
often continue to pay for mortgage insurance
long after it is no longer needed.

The new law also includes a provision that
will allow out-of-statebanks to operatebranch
offices in Minnesota. Existing state law pro
hibits out-of-statebanks from simplybranch
ing into Minnesota.

EffectiveJuly 1, 1997, the new measure will
put the state in line with a 1994 federal law
(also effective inJuly 1997) aiming to expand
opportunities for interstate branch banking.

The new state law will allow out-of-state
banks to operate branches in Minnesota only
as the result of a merger with an existing bank
in the state. Also, in order for interstate branch
banking to be allowed, such mergers will have
to involve Minnesota banks that have existed
for at least five years. (Art. 3, Secs. 6, 7)

Omnibus tax bill:
Farm equipment exemption

(See Taxes, page 54)

Medical waiver law
(See Transportation, page 57)

Selected fees 1996-1997
(See page 60)

Environmental projects vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 67)

Mortgage insurance
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A vote on canola

Biomass changes
(See Environment, page 32)

Environmental funding:
Alfalfa

(See Environment, page 29)

Environmental funding:
Dairy farms

(See Environment, page 28)

RIM program changes
(See Environment, page 30)

Wetlands changes
(See Environment, page 29)

Higher education funding
(See Higher Education, page 40)

A new state law, effective Feb. 29, 1996,
allows another vote before the 1996 harvest
to determine whether to create a Minnesota
canola council.

That's good news for farmers who pushed
for a referendum on the issue only to see it fail
by a narrow margin in the fall of 1995.

Canola is aspecialty grain crop used mainly
for oil products such as cooking oil.

Many blamed the initiative's failure on the
Department ofAgriculture's choice to sched
ule the vote in the middle of the harvest
season.

Voter participation was low and many
were disappOinted with the results.

State law mandates that another referen
dum vote cannot be held until a year after the
previous failed ballot issue was held.

The new law makes an exception for the
proposed canola council by requiring that
only six months pass before another vote on
the matter.

Without the exception, growers would
have faced another harvest time vote on the
canola councilor further delay on the issue.

If approved, the canola council would
become one of more than a dozen state
commodity councils created to guide re
search and promotion efforts.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Jim
Tunheim (DFL-Kennedy) and Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls).

HF2454/SF2111 */CH290

..
I

Selected 1996 laws
Editor's note: Highlights, the first section
in New Laws 1996, is writtenfor those who
want a general overview of major legisla
tion that took place dUring the 1996 session.

The new laws are categorized alphabeti
callyunder topics, suchasAgriculture, Bank
ing, and Bonding. Where bills fall under
more than one topic, cross references are
cited. Appropriations bills are discussed
under the topics to which they apply.

. For easy reference, Housefile (HF) num
bers, Senatefile (SF) numbers, and Chapter
(CH) numbers appear at the end of each
highlight. An asterisk after either the House
file or the Senatefile indicates the version of
the bill sent to the governor. Write-ups on
major bills include references to article and
section numbers wherever possible. Effec
tive dates are included in most of the high
lights.

The Highlights Subject Index beginning
on page 117 also is useful in finding infor
mation on specific subjects.

Land acquisition
Effective March 16, 1996, a new state law

lifts a prohibition on foreign ownership of
land used for production of timber and for
estry products.

State law generally forbids foreign compa
nies from purchasing Minnesota farm land
and land that could be used for farming. The
new law makes an exception for land that is
used for timber and forestry products.

The law will directly affect at least one
Minnesota paper company.

Because it was acquired by and became a
subsidiary of a foreign firm, the paper com
pany would not have been able to acquire
additional forest land in Minnesota without
the new law.

The measurewas sponsored byRep. Chuck
Brown (DFL-Appleton) and Sen. Bob Lessard
(DFL-Int'l Falls).

HF3146/SF2760*/CH315

I.:IL__A_G_R_IC_U_L_TU_R_E__
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Another provision in the new law alters
regulations for "payday loans."

The 1995 Legislature passed a law permit
ting such small, tightly regulated, short-term
consumer loans. Previously, the loans could
be for no more than $350 and required a 30
day term. But the loans have attracted little
interest among lenders.

A new provision, effective April 3, 1996,
aims to change that by giving lenders more
flexibility. It allows such loans to be offered
for terms ofless than 30 days. (Art. 2, Sec. 7)

Conference committee members removed
from the bill a provision earlier approved by
the House that would have allowed Minne
sota financial institutions to charge up to
21.75 percent interest annually on credit
cards.

Current state law caps the credit card
interest rate for Minnesota financial institu
tions at 18 percent. The catch is that federal
law does not allow the state to limit the
interest on credit cards issued to Minneso
tans by financial institutions in other-states.
And most other states allow higher interest
rates than Minnesota currently does.

As a result, very little issuing ofcredit cards
is done in the state. Most Minnesota banks
and retailers that do offer credit cards make
arrangements with out-of-state financial in
stitutions so higher rates can be chargee)..

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Don
Ostrom (DFL-St. Peter) and Sen. James
Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul).

HF2369*/SF2037/CH414

Interest rate hike
(See Dead Bills, page 69)

• BONDING
__-------J

Capital projects
A $485.3 million bonding law provides

money to construct and repair public facili
ties around the state.

The new law includes $89 million to build
a new prison in Rush City, Minn. Bond
revenue also is earmarked for a $29.5 million
library on the St. Cloud State University
campus and for the construction of a $38.5
million library access center on the Univer
sity of Minnesota-Twin Cities campus.

Another $30 million will be devoted to the
construction of a new home for the Science
Museum of Minnesota in St. Paul.

Gov. Arne Carlson used his line-item veto
authority to slash $37.5 million from the

10

Among the projects slated for funding under the
$485.3 million 1996 bonding law are repairs to
the state Capitol dome. HF3273*/SF2879/CH463

bonding package approved by the Legisla
ture. The cuts included $12 million intended
to acquire land for the expansion of the
Minneapolis Convention Center (See Vetoed
Bills, page 66).

Effective April 18, 1996, the new law al
lows the state to sell bonds to raise revenue
for many public works projects.

More than $1.3 billion in bond funding
was requested this year by state agencies,
local governments, and lawmakers.

The measure was sponsoredby Rep. Henry
Kalis (DFL-Walters) and Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids).

HF3273*/SF2879/CH463
The major projects include:

New prison
A total of $89 million is to be used to

construct and equip a maximum-security
prison to house 800 inmates.

The new law also includes a provision
calling for the Department of Corrections to
consider an alternative design that would
allow double-bunking in one of the new
prison's six residential units. That would
push the prison's capacity to 952 inmates.

In 1994, the Legislature spent $2 million

to design plans for the new prison. Originally
slated for Braham, Minn., environmental is
sues such as the impact on area wetlands
pushed the project east to neighboring Rush
City, about 50 miles north of the Twin Cities.
(Sec. 16, Subd. 3)

Science museum
The Science Museum of Minnesota's plans

to construct a new museum on St. Paul's
riverfront will get a major boost from the state.

The new law devotes $30 million to build
a new science museum, but the museum
must gamer $59 million from other sources
before the state money is released.

The city ofSt. Paul already has promised to
acquire the land for the museum and provide
$14 million. The remainder of the $96 mil
lion price tag must come from other donors.

The science museum project is considered
by many as a crucial step in the effort to
revitalize St. Paul. Plans call for the new
facility to be built along the river bluff east of
the Civic Center parking ramp in downtown
St. Paul. (Sec. 24, Subd. 13)

State colleges
Under the newlaw, $86.4 million isheaded

to the Minnesota State Colleges and Univer
sities (MnSCU) system.

A total of $29.5 million earmarked for a
new library at St. Cloud State University
accounts for much of the MnSCU money.

The law also spends $10.4 million on major
renovations for an addition and remodeling of
existing space to provide more classrooms, lab
space, and a student center at Anoka-Ramsey
Community College and $3.6 million to con
struct a dOrmitory at Fond du Lac Community
College. (Sec. 2, Subds. 6, 7, 19)

University of Minnesota
The University of Minnesota is set to re

ceive a total of $93.8 million for construction
and repair projects.

Atotal of $38.5 million is for the construc
tion ofa new library access center on the U of
M's main campus. The facility is expected to
serve as an information hub for libraries in
Minnesota.

The newbuildingwillhouse the university's
special collections and archives and will store
less-used materials from other libraries.

The law also includes $12 million to re
vamp Haecker Hall, a 1923 St. Paul campus
building housing the animal science depart
ment, and $9 million to renovate the archi
tecture building on the Minneapolis campus.

Another provision of the law earmarks
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A new state law increases the state budget
reserve created in anticipation of federal cut
backs and pays back funds the state has
"shifted" from school districts.

EffectiveApril 12, 1996, the newlawboosts
the budget reserve from $220 million to
$270 million.

The now $270 million reserve was created
in 1995 to brace for expected reductions in

Training workers
Finally, the new law calls for a $5 million

general fund appropriation for a robotics
training facility at the Ford Motor Co. assem
bly plant in St. Paul.

Ford and United Auto Workers Local 879
requested the funds for the facility, which
~ll be used to provide technical training in
the use of robotics and other subjects.
(Sec. 13, Subd. 12)

Also, the law includes $7 million to con
struct a new ice sheet/tennis facility at the U
of M. The ice sheet is expected to be used
primarily for women's sports. The new facil
ity is slated to be adjacent to Mariucci Arena
on the university's main campus.
(Sec. 14, Subds. 2, 7)

• BUDGET
'Rainy day' fund boosted

No convention center bonds
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

Ice arenas
The new law provides $8 million for ice

arenas as part of a program to expand ice
arenas around the state.

The Minnesota Amateur Sports Commis
sion gets $6.5 million for grants to local
communities for construction of new ice
arenas. An additional $500,000 is set aside
for grants to renovate arenas that are at least
20 years old.

Another $1 million is marked for the con
struction of a national curling center on the
Iron Range if the project is endorsed by the
U.S. Olympic Committee.

The programwas initiatedby a 1995 law to
expand opportunities for girls and boys par
ticipating in winter sports such as hockey
and figure skating.

A $485.3 million bonding law provides money to construct and repair public facilities around the state.
Its many projects include $8 million for ice arenas as part of a program to expand ice arenas around the
state. HF3273*/SF2879/CH463

The $15 million covers just a share ofthe
system's total cost. In 1995, the Legislature
passed a bill creating a Metropolitan Radio
Board under the Metropolitan Council and
allowing the council to issue up to $13 mil
lion in bonds to assist in the construction of
the radio system.

The Metropolitan Council won't issue the
bonds without a guarantee ofstate participa
tion.

Currently, communication among police,
fire, and ambulance personnel (as well as
state public safety units like the highway
patrol) requires patching across several sys
tems, making it difficult for separate public
safety units to talk with one another.
(Sec. 19, Subd. 3)

$6.5 million for the U ofM's academic health
center, which includes the medical school
and dentistry, nursing, public health, and
veterinary programs.

The money is for the construction ofa new
building for the magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) program and for remodeling space for
the molecular and cellular therapeutics pro
gram. (Sec. 3, Subd. 7)

After-school enrichment
The law includes $16 million to support

after-school enrichment programs for chil
dren in grades four to eight.

Grants will be issued to improve or con
struct parks and buildings which, in tum,
will be leased to non-profit organizations
running programs that help at-risk children.

A total of $5 million in grant funds is to be
used in Minneapolis; another $5 million in St.
Paul. The remaining $6 million is forsubur
banand rural areas withhigh concentrations of
students on free and reduced-price lunch pro
grams. (Sec. 4, Subd. 2)

Capitol repairs
The new law includes $7.4 million for

repair and renovation of the State Capitol.
A total of $4.8 million is marked for the

replacement of corroded support structures
under the terraces that ring the Capitol.

Serious damage to the supports was dis
covered during 1994 construction ofaccessi
bility ramps at the south carriage entry on the
Capitol's ground floor.

Another $1.4 million is to pay for repairs to
the lantern, a 39-foot tall columned structure
atop the Capitol dome.

Topped by a gold gilded roof and orna
mental ball, the lantern features 12 columns
clad with marble and precast concrete pan
els. Inspections conducted dUring 1994 and
1995 revealed serious cracks in the stone and
marble slabs and in the joints between them.

And $1.2 million is devoted to the renova
tion of the Capitol's cafeteria (once a unique
spot fashioned after a German rathskeller).
(Sec. 13, Subd. 4)

Radio communication
The bonding law includes $15 million for

a metropolitan-area public safety radio com
munications system to allow all metro public
safety personnel to communicate through a
common radio link.

Bond money is to be used to assist in the
construction of the backbone of the system,
including radio towers, transmitters, and
computers to run the system.
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the federal dollars funneled to Minnesota for
various programs.

Gov. Arne Carlson outlined a plan earlier
this year calling for a total of $140 million to
be added to the budget reserve.

Funds to increase the reserve come from a
state budget surplus for the 1996-97 bien
niummost recently forecast to be about $885
million.

Carlson also called for a $500 million
school cash flow account to be created with
funds from the surplus.

Instead, the state will commit surplus rev
enues to buy down the school property tax
recognition shift.

Since 1982, the state has borrowed about
$799 million from school districts through
the property tax recognition shift, a budget
saving strategy whereby some state aid pay
ments to districts are delayed.

Existing state law requires that any surplus
revenue be devoted to buying down the
property tax recognition shift. As a result,
$502 million is to be used to reduce the shift
in fiscal year 1996.

The new law allows as much as $180
million to be used for further shift reduction
in fiscal year 1997.

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Ann
Rest (DFL-NewHope) and Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids).

HFnondSF2886*/CH461

l1li BUSINESSLI1LLIL-----__
Omnibus liquor bill

More free liquor samples, wine tastings,
and wine service at bed and breakfast estab
lishments will be available under a new law
sponsored by Rep. Jeff Bertram (DFL
Paynesville) and Sen. Sam Solon (DFL
Duluth).

The law includes changes to current laws
governing liquorlicenses andwarnings posted
in the state's liquor establishments.

HF2590/SF21I6*/CH418

Warnings
Effective Aug. 1, 1996, the law increases

requirements for warning signs that must be
posted in retail and municipal liquor stores.

Currently, liquor store owners must post
notices informing customers of the state's
penalties for driving while intoxicated and
underage drinking. Under the new law, li
quor retailers are required to post a Single
sign in a conspicuous place that includes

12
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those warnings as well as a warning about the
consequences ofdrinkingalcoholwhile preg
nant. (Sec. 8)

Band Bs
Effective April 3, 1996, the law allows

Minnesota bed and breakfast facilities to give
guests two complimentary glasses of wine
per day. The drinks can be up to four ounces
each and are to be consumed on the pre
mises. The owners neednot obtain an on-sale
liquor license for that purpose (although,
owners would have to register with the state's
public safety commissioner).

A bed and breakfast facility, as defined by
the new law, is a place of lodging that pro
vides no more than eight rooms for rent and
no more than 20 guests at a time. The law also
allows the operators of such facilities to live
in a bUilding on the same property as a bed
and breakfast. The original bill would have
required guests to stay in the owner's per
sonal residence. (Sec. 4)

Free samples
Free liquor and beer samples are likely to

be more abundant under the new law. Provi
sions allow liquor stores, effective April 3,
1996, to give customers free samples ofhard
liquor in containers up to 15 milliliters. The
law currently allows samples of wine, beer,
cordials, and liqueurs. The law also allows
brewers to furnish restricted amounts ofbeer
to off-sale retailers for samplings. (Sec. 11)

Wine tastings
More wine tasting events are likely to oc

cur under the new law. Effective Aug. 1,
1996, it allows the events at on-sale locations
where no charitable organizations are par
ticipating, or at locations that are for desig
nated charities, but where the tastings are
primarily for educational purposes. Current
law strictly regulates wine tastings that are
associated with charitable, religiOUS, and
nonprofit organizations. The new provision
clarifies that restrictions, such as not being
allowed to take orders for off-premises con
sumption, do not apply to tastings sponsored
by on-sale establishments that meet the above
criteria. (Sec. 10)

Liquor on the river
The Mississippi and St. Croix rivers now

may join Lake Superior in accommodating
tour boats that sell liquor. The law, effective
April 3, 1996, allows tour boats on the St.
Croix and Mississippi rivers to receive on
sale liquor licenses between May 1 and Oct.

31. Under previous law, only tour boats on
Lake Superior were allowed to receive such
licenses. (Sec. 6)

Regulating pawnbrokers

A new law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, estab
lishesminimumstandards for cities and coun
ties to regulate the state's 150 pawnbrokers.

Under current state law, cities and coun
ties have the option of whether to regulate
pawnbroker operations. Under the new law,
municipalities are allowed to set stricter stan
dards for pawnbrokers.

"This gives a basis for many cities to pro
vide a floor," Greg Brooker, an assistant
Bloomington city attorney, told lawmakers
in committee testimony. He noted that
Bloomington, Minneapolis, St. Paul, and other
Minnesota cities have "very strict" pawnbro
ker ordinances already in place.

Among the provisions of the law, pawn
brokers are required to apply for and receive
a license from the city or county in which
they do business. Also, the city or county can
revoke a pawnbroker's license and must then
notifythe appropriate lawenforcementagency
of such a revocation.

Additionally, to obtain a license, a pawn
broker must: be at least 18 years old; cannot
have been convicted of any crime directly
related to the pawnbroker business, unless
he or she showed "competent evidence of
sufficient rehabilitation"; and be of "good
moral character or repute."

Concerned about compulsive gamblers,
lawmakers also included a provision that
prohibits any pawnshop from locatingwithin
10 miles of a casino.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep.
Darlene Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) and
Sen. Len Price (DFL-Woodbury).

HF2752 */SF2472/CH404

Playing our song

A new state law puts some order in the
process by which performing rights societies
enter into contracts with businesses that play
their music for commercial gain.

Under federal copyright laws, there is a
royaltycharge for playingcopyright-protected
music for commercial gain in bars, hotels,
restaurants, and otherbusinesses. This charge
and the manner of its collection has been the
cause of many disputes over the years, ac
cording to business owners and artist repre
sentatives.



Anew law aims to improve safety on Minnesota lakes by keeping young children away from the controls
ofhigh-powered watercraft. Under the law, effective May 1, 1996, children under 13 are prohibited from
operating personal watercraft, or Jet Ski-style machines. EffectiveJan. 1, 1997, children under 12 are
barred from operating motorboats of more than 75 horsepower. HF2834*/SF2563/CH396
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Penalties and prevention:
Community notification

(See Crime, page 15)

Penalties and prevention:
Council on Black Minnesotans

(See Crime, page 15)

Penalties and prevention:
Crisis nurseries

(See Crime, page 16)

Penalties and prevention:
Guns and kids

(See Crime, page 17)

would be allowed to operate boats of less
than 25 horsepower without supervision.
The changes are effective Jan. 1, 1997.

The law comes in response to a 1995
boating accident that claimed the life of 10
year-old Aaron Sahli of Ham Lake, Minn.

Aaron was riding in a pontoon boat on a
Crow Wing County lake last Memorial Day
when the pontoon was struck by a 175
horsepower boat being driven by an 8-year
old boy.

The father of the 8-year-old was in the
speedboat but was not at the controls.

Current law allows children under 12 to
operate boats of less than 30 horsepower.
They can operate more powerful boats as
long as an adult is on board.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch).

HF2834*ISF2563/CH396

Counseling board vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 61)

Minimum wage veto
(See Vetoed Bills, page 63)

Wage floor for businesses
(See Vetoed Bills, page 61)

Kids and tobacco
(See Dead Bills, page 69)

Liquor tax increase
(See Dead Bills, page 75)

Telecommunication failure
(See Dead Bills, page 69)

A new law aims to improve safety on
Minnesota lakes by keeping young children
away from the controls of high-powered
watercraft.

Under the law, effective May 1, 1996,
children under 13 are prohibited from oper
ating personal watercraft, or Jet Ski-style
machines. Effective Jan. 1, 1997, children
under 12 are barred from operating motor
boats of more than 75 horsepower.

The law, sponsored in the House by Rep.
Kris Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby-Ironton), also
prohibits children under 12 from operating
boats from 25 to 75 horsepower unless there
is someone aged 21 or older within immedi
ate reach of the controls. Those children

1II'--__C_HI_LD_R_E_N__

Kids and boats

Capital projects:
Training workers

(See Bonding, page 11)

Ethanol compromise
(See Consumers, page 14)

No more slamming
(See Consumers, page 14)

Koch tax break
(See Energy, page 27)

Used oil disposal
(See Environment, page 31)

Waste Management Act
(See Environment, page 30)

Retail lottery contracts
(See Gambling, page 34)

Human services appropriations:
Restaurant license fees

(See Human Services, page 44)

Omnibus tax bill:
Motor fuels taxes
(See Taxes, page 54)

Omnibus tax bill:
Northwest Airlines
(See Taxes, page 54)

On the road
(See Transportation, page 58)

Selected fees 1996-1997
(See page 60)

The law prohibits societies such as the
Broadcast Music, Inc. (BMI) , SESAC, Inc.,
and the American Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers from attempting to
collect rates that are higher than those set
forth in contracts. Under the law, the copy
right holders have to provide the schedule of
rates and the list ofworks that are covered by
the contract at least 72 hours before entering
a contract. Representatives of societies also
must identify themselves to proprietors upon
entering affected establishments.

The law does not apply to contracts be
tween copyright owners or performance so
cieties and broadcasters licensed by the
Federal Communications Commission or to
contractswith cable operators, programmers,
or other transmission services. Musical works
for karaoke performances are exempt as well,
according to the law.

The law, sponsored by Rep. Tom Pugh (DFL
South St. Paul) and Sen. James Metzen (DFL
South St. Paul), is effective Aug. 1, 1996.

HF732*ISF950lCH336
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Penalties and prevention:
Home visits

(See Crime, page 16)

Penalties and prevention:
Indecent exposure
(See Crime, page 18)

Penalties and prevention:
Penalizing domestic abusers

(See Crime, page 16)

Penalties and prevention:
Tattoos

(See Crime, page 17)

Penalties and prevention:
Victims of violence
(See Crime, page 16)

K-12 education funding:
Afternoon activities

(See Education, page 24)

K-12 education funding:
All-day kindergarten
(See Education, page 24)

K-12 education funding:
Gang resistance

(See Education, page 25)

Welfare changes
(See Human Services, page 45)

Day care coverage
(See Insurance, page 48)

Transportation funding:
Designated parents

(See Transportation, page 56)

Adoption rules
(See Dead Bills, page 72)

Kids and tobacco
(See Dead Bills, page 69)

___CO_N_SU_M_ER_S__

Ethanol compromise

Classic car owners and snowmobilers can
buy ethanol-free premium gasoline at gas
stations throughout Minnesota under a new
state law.

Effective March 22, 1996, the law allows
gasoline without ethanol to be sold at air
ports, resorts, and marinas. Gas stations state
wide also canhave one pump for ethanol-free
premium gasoline.

The law requires gas station pumps to be
labeled to inform consumers that the etha-
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nol-free gas is for use only in classic cars,
motorcycles, boats, snowmobiles,
lawnmowers, and other machines with small
engines.

The law comes on the heels ofan extended
battle between ethanol's supporters, includ
ing com farmers and ethanol producers, and
its detractors, including classic car enthusi
asts and at least one major oil company.

State lawpreviously required all gas sold in
the metropolitan area to contain a certain
amount ofoxygen, and beginning in October
1997, all gas sold in the state was to have met
the oxygen requirements.

(Use of ethanol is not mandated, but the
com-derived product is the most common
oxygenation agent used in the state.)

But the new law provides a limited excep
tion to the oxygen standards.

Ethanolproponents argue that addingetha
nol or another oxygenate to gasoline makes
the fuel bum cleaner and reduces harmful
emissions. Critics claim ethanol is harmful to
certain engines.

Supporters of the new law say it is a
compromise that protects the state's growing
ethanol industry while providing classic car
owners and some other consumers the choice
they seek.

The legislation was sponsored by Rep.
Alice Johnson (DFL-Spring Lake Park) and
Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul).

HF2205 */SF2040/CH354

No more slamming

It will be illegal for telecommunications
.companies to change a person's long-diS
tance carrier without proper authorization
under a new state law.

The law prevents "slamming," which is the
practice of tricking telephone customers into
changing their long-distance carriers.

Proponentshave said the lawsterns from the
(at times) confusing methods some telecom
munications companieshave used to persuade
Minnesotans to change their carriers.

In one such case, a Minneapolis man re
ceived a $50 check in the mail from a long
distance company, not realizing that if he
cashed the check, he would be giving the
company permission to supplant the long
distance provider he was using.

Under the law, telephone customers may
require long-distance providers to receive
their authorizationbefore changing the long
distance service. The customer's authoriza
tion can be either written or verbal. In cases

of verbal agreements, if the customer files a
complaint over being switched, the long
distance carrier will be required to provide
proof that the agreement was made.

If a long-distance carrier is found to have
violated provisions of the anti-slamminglaw,
the company must immediately return the
customer to his or her original long-distance
provider at company expense. The company
also must pay for providing long-distance
service to the customer during the period of
unauthorized service.

The new law, effective Jan. 1, 1997, was
sponsored by Rep. Mike Delmont (DFL-Lex
ington) and Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North
Branch).

HF2055 */SF2262/CH340

Notaries public

A new law to prevent notaries public from
exploiting immigrants takes effect Aug. 1,
1996.

The law requires anyone who provides
immigration assistance services but who is
not an attorney to post anotice in English and
in the appropriate foreign language which
says that he or she is not an attorney. (Sec. 2)

It also prohibits anyone who offers such
services but who is not an attorney from
giving legal advice. A written contract - in
both English and the appropriate foreign
language - also is reqUired and must in
clude an explanation of services offered and
the corresponding charges. (Sec. 1)

Any notary violating the provisions would
be guilty of a misdemeanor.

The measure was proposed by Rep. Carlos
Mariani (DFL-St. Paul) in response to reports
in Minnesota and elsewhere ofnotaries public
charging excessive amounts for legal services
that they were not legally qualified to offer.

Because notary public means "super attor
ney" in Spanish, Mariani said many Spanish
speaking immigrants mistakenly believe
notaries are the same as attorneys.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Sandy Pappas (DFL-St. Paul).

HF2478*/SF2372/CH401

Mortgage insurance
(See Banking, page 9)

Canceling insurance
(See Insurance, page 47)

Denying a claim
(See Insurance, page 47)



Omnibus insurance bill:
Insurance choices

(See Insurance, page 47)

Omnibus insurance bill:
Protecting life insurance consumers

(See Insurance, page 46)

Omnibus tax bill:
Disabled homeowners

(See Taxes, page 53)

Sharing electronic data
(See Dead Bills, page 70)

Telecommunication failure
(See Dead Bills, page 69)

• CRIME
"---------

Penalties and prevention

A $17.4 million proposal to fund correc
tions and crime prevention programs, and to
put more police officers on the streets, in
neighborhoods, and in schools has been
signed by the governor.

Also under the law, neighbors may be
notified when serious sex offenders are re
leased to communities and state prisoners
could be housed at the Prairie Correctional
Facility in Appleton, Minn.

Dropped from the proposal during confer
ence committee negotiations was a provision
that would have made it easier for Minneso
tans to carry a concealed weapon. Other
proposed changes calling for increased prison
sentences for certain crimes were also re
moved. Stiffer sentences that became law are
expected to add 50 to 85 prison beds to
current demands.

Stopping crime before it occurs is the best
way to trim the budget, according to sup
porters of crime prevention programs. The
law includes a number of measures that are
intended to stop crime before it starts. Com
munity safety and law enforcement grants
received over $8 million in funding.

The law also includes a provision that will
prohibit prison inmates from smoking and
prOvides funding for an automobile theft
prevention program.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Mary
Murphy (DFL-Hermantown) and Sen. Tracy
Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn).

Below are some highlights.
HF3242/SF2856*/CH408

COPS, Weed and Seed
Two new programs gamer $4.7 million of

the law's grant dollars.
The Community-Oriented Policing program,

known as COPS, aims to increase the number of
officers in local law enforcement agencies. The
goal is to assign officers with community experi
ence to investigate and prevent juvenile crime.
COPS will expand community policing duties,
such as block clubs and community-based crime
watch programs. COPS also will assign overtime
officers to high crime areas within their jurisdic
tions. (Art. 2, Sec. 6)

Weed and Seed, another grant program,
will assist local communities in eradicating
violent crime, illegal drug activity, and illegal
gang activity in targeted neighborhoods. The
Weed and Seed program also aims to revital
ize neighborhoods, both economically and
physically. Local law enforcement agencies
will work with members of targeted neigh
borhoods to develop plans and apply for
funding. (Art. 2, Sec. 7)

Dollars for both programs are available
July 1, 1996.

Community crime prevention
Community crime prevention grants that

aim to enhance communities' sense of per
sonal security and to assist in crime control
and prevention efforts receive $1.8 million in
funding on July 1, 1996.

Programs that may qualify for the grants
include those that provide services for at-risk
children, neighborhood youth centers, block
clubs, community-based crime prevention
programs, and community-based collab
oratives. (Art. 1, Sec. 4, Subd. 4)

Knock and Talk
A program dubbed Knock and Talk, gives

Hennepin County $100,000 onJuly 1,1996,
to establish a community-oriented chemical
dependency pilot project. The project will
take a comprehensive public health approach
to chemical dependency problems, focusing
on cocaine abuse in certain neighborhoods.

Knock and Talk allows law officers and
health workers to knock on the doors of so
called crack houses and offer chemical de
pendency treatment to addicts. Under the
program, officers will be able to approach
homes that have been identified as crack
houses and offer to transport crack users to
treatment programs, including aftercare pro
grams that assist addicts in staying off drugs
and securing jobs and housing.

Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Mpls), a key spon
sor of the project, has pointed out that many

Highlights

of the people who spend their time in crack
houses, particularly women with children,
find themselves in an intimidating situation
and don't know how to extricate themselves.
(Art. 2, Sec. 11)

Car theft prevention
Increasing occurrences of car theft led to

the approval of a $930,000 proposal by Gov.
Arne Carlson to combat the problem. The
law establishes an automobile theft preven
tion board, which will develop, coordinate,
and implement statewide plans on car theft.

To help pay for the program, each automo
bile insurance policy sold in Minnesota will
carry a surcharge of $0.50 per car for each six
months of coverage. Critics argued against
the surcharge and the board, saying it was
nothing more than a tax increase. However,
proponents of the plan noted that several
states have adopted this approach, which has
led to drops of 16 to 20 percent in insurance
rates, netting a gain for consumers because of
the reduction in auto theft.

Proponents also stressed that the funds
will be used to pay for local prosecutors,
investigations, and more police, as well as
neighborhood and business groups trying to
fight the problem. (Art. 2, Secs. 1,14)

Council on Black Minnesotans
The measure appropriates $200,000 to the

Council on Black Minnesotans to complete
the Martin Luther KingJr. nonviolent institu
tional child development pilot project. The
project will provide community violence
prevention and intervention programs.

Before the project starts, the commissioner
of public safety will need to evaluate it based
on specific outcomes. The law requires the
project to begin byJan. 2,1997, and end by
July 1, 1998, at which time several state
department commissioners will review it.
(Art. 1, Sec. 4, Subd. 4)

Community notification
A key part of the law that received wide

support throughout the process authorizes
local law enforcement agencies to notify the
public when a sex offender is released from
prison. The community notification policy,
co-sponsored by Rep. Dave Bishop (R-Roch
ester) and Rep. Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls),
has been debated publicly since 1994 when
Minnesota Supreme Court rulings released
two men who had been committed under the
state's sexual psychopathic personality law.
Lawmakers met in special session that year to
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pass legislation to keep sexual psychopaths
off the street.

The level of notification will depend on a
risk assessment of the offender. Offenders
will be classified as either low, intermediate,
or high risk to the community.

Currently, some 30 other states have simi
lar laws.

If the offender is considered low-risk, po
lice may notify other law enforcement agen
cies and any victims of, or witnesses to, the
offender's crime. For intermediate-risk of
fenders, schools, day care centers, and other
groups that serve individuals likely to be
victimized by the offender could be notified.
Anyone a high-risk offender is "likely to
encounter" could be notified. Widespread
notification, however, will not occur while
an offender is living in a residential treatment
home. The program is effectiveJan. 1, 1997.

President ClintonSigned a similarnotifica
tion law on May 17 that will affect all 50
states. State and local officials must resolve
differences between the state and federal
laws to determine how it will be imple
mented.

The law also amends the sex offender
registration law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, to
include persons whom the courts have con
victed of a "kiddie porn" offense or other
offenses stemming from the same set of cir
cumstances.

The new state law includes $340,000 to
ensure the program's implementation and to
finance any legal challenges resulting from
the law. (Art. 5)

Victims of violence
In accordance with the state's policy of

"zero tolerance" for violence, the law outlines
state goals that will give crime victims access
to the following services: crisis intervention,
including a 24-hour emergency telephone
line; safe housing; counseling and peer sup
port; assistance in pursuing legal remedies;
and appropriate medical care.

The goals also include giving children who
are witnesses to abuse andJor victims of vio
lence access to crisis child care; safe super
vised child visitation, when needed;
age-appropriate counseling and support; and
assistance with legal remedies, medical care,
and needed social services. (Art. 7, Sec. 1)

In an effort to increase efficiency in the
administration of victim services, the law
requires several state agencies and other or
ganizations that deal with crime victims to
meet four times a year. The so-called "crime
victims services roundtable" will discuss
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methods for improving the delivery of ser
vices, in addition to securing increased fund
ing. (Art. 7, Sec. 11)

The witness and victim protection fund
also receives $50,000 in grant money.

Juvenile monitoring
The law allots $225,000 on July 1, 1996,

for an intensive juvenile monitoring pilot
program that focuses on juveniles who have
committed or are at risk to commit crimes.
Peace officers, juvenile courts, and juvenile
probation officers will refer certain juveniles
to the program. Qualified college and gradu
ate students with related majors will monitor
and supervise the juveniles.

College studentswillwork with ajuvenile's
probation officer and serve as a "big brother"
or a "big sister" to a teen who has committed,
or is at risk for committing, delinquent acts
or crimes.

The Department of Corrections will deter
mine the particulars of the monitoring pro
gram. In addition, the department will work
with colleges, universities, and community
corrections agencies to establish the criteria for
college students to participate in the program,
what kind of training they should receive, and
how they should be compensated.

Their responsibilities could include check
ing on the juvenile in the morning, remind
ing them about homework, checking on them
after school, and helping them with home
work several times a week.

The college student would then report
back to the probation officer so the officer
could determine which juveniles need more
help. (Art. 2, Sec. 8)

Penalizing domestic abusers
Minnesotans convicted more than once of

domestic assault will be more severely penal
ized.

The measure, sponsored by Rep. Tim
Pawlenty (R-Eagan), requires that anyone
convicted of gross misdemeanor domestic
assault be sentenced to a mandatory mini
mum of 20 days in jail, with eight of them
required to be served continuously. The pro
vision takes effect Aug. 1, 1996.

Those convicted of felony domestic assault
will be required to spend at least 45 days injail,
15 of them consecutively. (Art. 3, Sec. 23)

Pawlenty noted that prosecutors across
Minnesota are concerned about "lenient or
inconsistent" treatment of repeat domestic
assault offenders.

Previous law mandated a minimum of 30
days in jail for repeat convicted drunk driv-

ers, but no mandatory minimumjail term for
Minnesotans convicted more than once of
domestic assault.

Research done by the Minnesota Coalition
for Battered Women has found that most
residents convicted of domestic assault re
ceive supervised probation sentences with
little or no jail time. According to supporters
of the provision, the system is failing to hold
domestic abusers accountable at the expense
of battered women and their children.

Effective March 1, 1997, the county in
which a domestic abuse offense is committed
will conduct a domestic abuse assessment of
the offender. The county will then submit a
report to the court for any defendant con
victed of domestic abuse or arrested for do
mestic abuse but convicted of another crime
connected to the incident

Defendants sentenced for domestic abuse
will be required to pay a $125 domestic
abuse assessment fee. (Art. 3, Sec. 24)

Truancy, curfew
Effective July 1,1996, a total of $340,000

is available to eligible cities and counties for
the creation and expansion of programs for
curfew enforcement, truancy prevention,
pretrial diversion, and for juveniles who are
at risk of incarceration. (Art. 1, Sec. 10)

Crisis nurseries
The law appropriates $250,000 onJuly 1,

1996, to the Department of Human Services
to assist eligible private and public organiza
tions that provide crisis nurseries.

Children's advocates have said that the
increase in violent crime is directly related to
an increase in child abuse and neglect. Crisis
nurseries offer temporary, safe nurturingcare
for children and support services for parents
in times ofcrisis. The nurseries may also offer
family counseling, in-home crisis interven
tion, parenting support, information and re
ferral services, and service coordination.
(Art. 1, Sec. 7)

Home visits
As part of the state's ongoing effort to pre

ventchild abuse and neglect, the lawappropri
ates $250,000 on July 1, 1996, to the
Department of Health for grants to home vis
itingprojects. The funding increases the efforts
of public health nurses who visit homes with
at-risk babies, giving advice on nutrition and
other parenting issues. (Art. 1, Sec. 9)



A $17.4 million proposal to fund corrections and crime prevention programs, and to put more police
officers on the streets, in neighborhoods, and in schools was signed into law. HF3242/SF2856*/CH408

Group conferencing
A pilot program for family group

conferencing programs in Dakota County
will receive $95,000 on July 1, 1996. The
programwill provide an administrative alter
native to a courtroom prosecution. In the
forums, persons accused of crimes will meet
with victims, family members of victims or
the offender, law enforcement agencies, pros
ecutors, and community members. The fo
rums will focus on the impact that crimes
have on victims and the community. Mem
bers of the group would then determine an
appropriate sanction for offenderreparations,
including community service and other op
tions. (Art. 2, Sec. 9)

Tattoos
Effective Aug. 1, 1996, kids under the age

of IS who want to get a tattoo will need
written parental consent to do so. Anyone
who provides a tattoo to a minor in violation
of the provision will be guilty of a misde
meanor. (Art. 3, Sec. 25)

Prairie Correctional Facility
A City-owned correctional facility in

Appleton, Minn., may receive some Minnesota
prisoners. The nonprofit facility presently sells
space to house prisoners from Idaho and Colo
rado. The city gains economic benefits from
the facility through job opportunities for resi
dents and increased business for local mer
chantswho sell food andsupplies to the prison.

The law instructs the commissioner of
corrections to contract with a nonprofit facil
ity like Appleton to house at least 200 in
mates if the cost does not exceed $55 per
inmate, per day. (Art. I, Sec. 6, Subd. 3)

Inmate health care
Effective July 1, 1996, all Minnesota in

mates will have to make a co-payment fbr the
health care services they receive in jail or
prison. For state prisoners, $3 co-payments
will be deducted from their state earnings
accounts. For those held in local jails, the
county board will determine the amount of
the co-payment.

Supporters say this will help to curb the
rise in prison health care costs caused by
overuse of services. (Art. S, Secs. 4, 20)

Tougher gun penalties
Effective Aug. 1, 1996, a felon who has

been convicted of a crime of violence who is
later found to be illegally possessing a firearm
will receive a mandatory minimum prison
sentence of IS months and could get up to 15
years and a fine of up to $30,000.

A provision that imposes a mandatory
minimum for felons illegally in possession of
afirearm has beenloudlyapplauded by county
prosecutors who say it will make their jobs
easier. According to the provision, it doesn't
matter if the felon is using the firearm to
commit another crime or has it in his or her
car - it is an automatic IS-month minimum
sentence.

The provisions are not designed to limit the
rights oflaw-abiding citizens to own a gun, but
to punishcriminalscaughtwithguns, Skoglund
has said. (Art. 4, Sees. 4, 7, 15)

Guns and kids
Effective Aug. 1,1996, an adult who neg

ligently stores a loaded firearm that ends up
in the hands ofsomeone under age IS will be
gUilty of a gross misdemeanor.

Highlights

Previous law applied only to minors under
the age of 14.

A provision to require guns and ammuni
tion to be locked and stored separately in
households with minors was defeated earlier
this session. (Art. 4, Sec. II)

Guns on buses
To combat continued crime on public

buses, the law increases the penalty for firing
a gun in a public transit vehicle or facility.

The proposal expands current law which
makes it a crime to recklessly discharge a
firearm at a public transit vehicle or facility.

Penalties will range from up to a three-year
felony and a $6,000 fine to up to a five-year
felony and a $10,000 fine, depending on
whether the vehicle or facility was occupied
by individuals other than the offender.

The provision stems from recent incidents
of gunfire inside buses and transit stations.

In addition, the proposal, sponsored by
Rep. Darlene Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park),
increases the maximum felony penalty for
intentionally discharging a firearm under
"dangerous circumstances" to five years im
prisonment, up from the current two-year
penalty. (Dangerous circumstances are de
fined by the jury in a given case.)

Under current law, it is a felony, punish
able by a maximum of five years' imprison
ment and a $10,000 fine, to intentionally
discharge a firearm in a school zone, park
zone, or public housing project.

All changes are effective Aug. 1, 1996.
(Art. 4, Sees. 10, 13)

Stalkers and guns
Effective Aug. 1, 1996, Minnesotans con

victed of stalking or violating protection or
ders will have to surrender their pistols for
three years. (Art. 4, Sec. 12)

The provision also specifies that if defen
dants in such cases use a firearm while violat
ing the protection order or stalking a victim,
they will be required to surrender the gun
and could be barred from owning any fire
arm for the rest of their lives. (Art. 4, Sec. 1)

Code-grabbing devices
The law provides a three-year felony pen

alty for possessing a code-grabbing device
with the intent to use it to commit a crime.

Criminals use the devices to gain access to
locked cars, garages, and other things that use
a remote control and radio wave security code.

Once a home or car owner presses a re
mote control to open a garage door or unlock
a car from a distance, the code-grabbing
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device scrambles to find the code. Once the
code is in hand, the criminal can gain easy
access to a home or car. The provision is
effective Aug. 1, 1996. (Art. 3, Sec. 34)

Sexual conduct
The law also expands the definition of

fifth-degree criminal sexual conduct to in
clude instances where a person is forced to
touch a perpetrator's intimate body parts.

The provision, sponsored by Rep. Bill
Macklin (R-Lakeville), was prompted by a
Dakota County case in which prosecutors
couldn't charge an offender because such a
provision was not in the law. It is effective
Aug. I, 1996. (Art. 3, Sec. 26)

Indecent exposure
Effective Aug. 1, 1996, it will be a felony to

commit a second indecent exposure offense
in the presence of a minor under age 16.
Under previous law, the penalty was a gross
misdemeanor regardless of how many times
the offense is repeated. The maximum pen
alty increases from a one-year jail sentence
and a $3,000 fine to a five-year prison sen
tence and a $10,000 fine. (Art. 3, Sec. 37)

Expunging criminal records
It will be more difficult for people to con

ceal an arrest or conviction record under
provisions sponsoredbyRep. Phil Carruthers
(DFL-Brooklyn Center).

People petition the courts to have their
records expunged for a variety of reasons
somewere arrestedbutnever charged, others
were charged but found not guilty. There
also are cases where an individual who was
found guilty wants the record sealed for
personal or employment reasons.

Law enforcement agencies and prosecu
tors generally oppose the practice because it
takes records and information out of the
system that could provide leads in current
and future criminal investigations.

Currently, there is no definition of
expungement on the books. The provision
tries to address some existing case law that
allows judges to return records to defendants
or have them destroyed.

Under the law, expungement is defined as
sealing a record and opening it only under a
court order or statutory authority. It does not
include the complete destruction of arrest or
conviction records.

The process applies to both arrest records
and criminal conviction records. If charges
are dismissed for lack of probable cause or if
a prosecutor and a grand jUry decline to file
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charges or return an indictment, arrest records
are returned at the demand of an arrested
person.

Other arrest records may be sealed if the
proceedings were resolved in favor of the
arrested person. The burden ofproofwill rest
on the government to show, by clear and
convincing evidence, why the records should
not be sealed. All changes are effective
May 1, 1996. (Art. 9)

Community policing techniques
Minnesota peace officers will receive train

ing in community policing techniques under
a new law.

According to the law, the Board of Peace
Officer Standards and Training (POST), in
consultation with the Minnesota Institute of
Community Policing (MICP), will prepare a
training course to teach peace officers com
munity policing techniques. The course will
focus on helping officers to develop tech
niques for:
• problem-solving;
• organizing community members for in

volvement and training in community po
licing activities;

• relating to diverse communities; and
• relating to physically or mentally impaired

individuals.
The POST board will develop instruc

tional materials and distribute them to chief
law enforcement officers. These materials
will qualify as continuing education credits
for officers.

The Minnesota Chiefs of Police Associa
tion, the Minnesota Sheriffs Association, and
the Minnesota Police and Peace Officers As
sociation will assist the POST board and
MICP in developing a plan to provide the
training. The law states that the plan's imple
mentation schedule must take into account
the size and resources of the emplOying law
enforcement agencies, an estimate of the
costs associated with the training, and rec
ommendations for funding the training.

After Aug. 1, 1997, no individual may take
the peace officer licensing examination un
less he or she has taken the course.

Individuals who are licensed before Aug.
1, 1997, will receive training in accordance
with the plan beginning jan. 1, 1998.

The new law, which was sponsored by
Rep. Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls) and Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls), took effect
April 3, 1996.

HF2041/SF1872*/CH411

Suing a public nuisance
A new law allows a property owner or

neighborhood group to file a civil nuisance
suit and seek monetary damages against a
drug dealer, prostitute, john, or gun dealer.

Under current law, only a prosecutor can
file a nuisance action with the court. Such a
case usually involves trying to shut down a
property or evict a tenant for two separate
incidents in a 12-month period that violate
prostitution or drug and firearms offenses
outlined in law.

The new law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, will
open the door f?r citizens to sue, seek mon
etary damages, and combat "nuisance behav
ior" that is not necessarily tied to one specific
building.

Under the measure, to win a nuisance civil
action it must be proven that the individual
has two or more convictions within the pre
vious 12 months for prostitution, gambling,
drug dealing, or other nuisance offense listed
in existing law. Or "two or more separate
behavioral incidents within the previous 12
months that would constitute a nuisance"
must be proven. The latter is limited to
prostitution, drug dealing, and gun dealing.

The new law, however, does outline legiti
mate defenses against nuisance claims such
as being coerced into committing the nui
sance act. This language was specifically in
cluded for prostitutes. Several groups said
that individuals in prostitution are already
victims and are often coerced into the act.

If a suit is won, the court must perma
nently prohibit the perpetrator from con
tinuing the activity and award actual damages
or $500, whichever is greater. In cases where
a homeowner or neighborhood group wins,
the court would have the discretion to re
quire defendants to pay all attorneys fees.

The bill was sponsored by Rep. Andy
Dawkins (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. EllenAnder
son (DFL-St. Paul).

HF2204*/SF2014/CH453

Victim notification
A new law goes further to warn victims of

domestic abusewhen the perpetrator is about
to be released.

Under previous law, authorities had to
"make a reasonable and good faith effort" to
orally notify the victims of abuse when the
alleged perpetrator is about to be released
from custody.

Thenewlaw, effectiveAug. 1, 1996,will, at the
request of the victim, extend the notification to a



A key part of the 1996 crime law authorizes local law enforcement agencies to notify the public when
a sex offender is released from prison. The level of notification will depend on a risk assessment of the
offender. Offenders will be classified as either low, intermediate, or high risk to the community. The
community notification policy has been debated publicly since 1994 when Minnesota Supreme Court
rulings released two men who had been committed under the state's sexual psychopathic personality
law. Currently, some 30 other states have similar laws. HF3242/SF2856*/CH408

local battered women's shelter or sexual assault
program and local law enforcement agencies
known to be involved in the case.

The measure hopes to increase the chances
of reaching victims, some of whom may not
be at their usual residence after an assault.

Some lawmakers have questioned how the
law will work given that many alleged perpe
trators are arrested at night and released
before noon the next day. They questioned
whether authorities will have time to notify
the victims and shelters involved.

The measure, sponsored by Rep. Steve
Kelley (DFL-Hopkins) and Sen. Ember
Reichgott Junge (DFL-New Hope), also re
quires courts to "make a reasonable and good
faith effort" to notify a victim when a person
arrested (or ajuvenile detained) for domestic
assault or harassment has a hearing to deter
mine if they will be released pending trial.

Furthermore, the new law states that the
prosecutor must present to the judge rel
evant information regarding the victim's ac
count of the crime before the court decides
whether to grant a pretrial release.

HF2842/SF2275*/CH380

Investigating physicians

The investigation ofMinnesota physicians
accused of sexual misconduct becomes a
more open process Aug. 1, 1996, under a
new state law.

The law requires a probable cause hearing
to be held before an administrative lawjudge
in cases where a doctor is accused of sexual
misconduct. Current law requires no such
hearing. (Sec. 5)

If a judge determines that the physician is
guilty of violating Minnesota Board of Medi
cal Practice rules governing such behavior,
the notice of and order for a hearing filed by
the board would become public, allowing
other victims to come forward with new
information for the board to consider.

Proponents have said the law also will
improve the board's ability to keep com
plainants and victims - who are not always
the same in such cases - informed of the
progress of an investigation into allegations
of sexual misconduct. Under current law,
only the person filing the complaint can be
given information about the status of an
investigation.

The law provides that probable cause hear
ings be closed to the public. However, the
board must make public a notice of the
hearing; findings of fact, conclusions, and
recommendations issued by the administra
tive law judge and arguments before the
board in cases where the judge finds a viola
tion of the state's sexual misconduct rules;
and any final order of the board.

The law adds a seven-year statute of limi
tations for all complaints filed with the Min
nesota Board ofMedical Practice except sexual
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misconduct cases, which are subject to no
statute of limitations.

The law was sponsored by Rep. Lee
Greenfield (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids).

HF2633/SF2332 */CH334

No cloning allowed

A new law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, makes it
a crime to engage in cellular phone "cloning."

The law addresses what phone company
officials say has become an increasingly popu
lar crime.

Cellular phone cloning - or counterfeit
ing - would be a felony under the bill,
punishable by up to five years imprisonment
and a $10,000 fine. Current statute prohibits
cellular phone eavesdropping but does not
specifically address any other wireless phone
violations.

House sponsor Rep. Chuck Brown (DFL
Appleton) has said cellular phone cloning is
a $500 million illegal industry.

Cellularphone cloning occurs when some
one acquires a phone identification number
- assigned by the manufacturer - and
alters it. Cloners either use the number or
provide it to a computer network system for
others to use. Some use a combination of
scanners, cables, computer chips, and soft
ware to create identification numbers them
selves.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley).

HF2526*/SF2170/CH331

No trespassing

A new law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, makes
it easier to punish those who trespass on
private property.

Previously, trespassing was solely a crimi
nal offense, punishable by up to 90 days in
jail and a $700 fine. Under the new law, local
sheriffs and conservation officers can issue
trespassers a civil citation at the time they are
caught. Violators would be fined $50 for a
first offense, $200 for a second, and could
have their hunting license or other registra
tion revoked for a third violation within three
years.

Anyone caught removing a "no trespassing
sign" will face a $50 civil penalty as well.

While an offender can request a hearing to
appeal the penalty, using a civil rather than a
criminal approach eliminates the time and
cost of a court proceeding.
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The law applies not just to hunters but
hikers, boaters, campers, or anyone engaging
in "outdoor recreation."

Additionally, the trespassing exemption
for hunters retrieving wounded game is ex
panded to include all lands. Current law
applies to agricultural land only.

The law also prohibits a hunter from car
rying a firearm onto private land when re
trievinga hunting dog.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Virgil
Johnson (R-Caledonia) and Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing).

HF2411 */SF2556/CH301

Capital projects:
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(See Bonding, page 10)

Omnibus OWl bill
(See DWI, page 23)

Problem tenants
(See Housing, page 42)

Public nuisances
(See Housing, page 42)

Stopping for pedestrians
(See Safety, page 52)

Omnibus tax bill:
Redirecting county aids

(See Taxes, page 54)

Selected fees 1996-1997
(See page 60)
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Omnibus development bill

Gov. Arne Carlson signed into law a $28
million proposal to fund energy assistance
and summer jobs programs.

Total appropriations in the omnibus eco
nomic development bill are nearly twice the
$15 million included in the version originally
approved by the House. The increase comes
primarily in the form of money appropriated
to the Department ofEconomic Security (DES)
for home energy assistance, although more
money will also go toward community devel
opment, the creation of higher-paying jobs,
andyouthemploymentand trainingprograms.

The governor line-item vetoed a section of
the bill authorizing a $5,000 appropriation
to study the environmental impact of a metal
shredding kondirator along the Mississippi
River. (See Vetoed Bills, page 67)

Thebillwas sponsoredbyRep.Jim Rice (DFL
Mpls) and Sen. Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls).

HF3243*/SF2852/CH452
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Home energy assistance

Ten million dollars not found in the origi
nal House version of the bill is now available
for home energy assistance programs. The
money will be administered by the DES.

Atotal of $?50,000 will become part of the
low-income home energy assistance block
grant. Another $190,000 will be used for the
Low-Income HomeWeatherization Program.
These provisions became effective April 13,
1996.

If necessary, most of the money aimed at
energy assistance, $9 million, would come
from the budget reserve account in the state's
general fund and would be used for low
income home energy assistance, and in the
form of grants for energy-related repairs to a
home's primary heat source. This money will
be used only if the governor determines that
the federal money allocated to Minnesota as
part of the low-income energy assistance
block grant for fiscal year 1996 is less than
the grant received by the state for fiscal year
1995. The amount available for use would
equal the reduction as determined by the

Gov. Arne Carlson signed into law a $28 million
omnibus economic development bill that includes
$10 million for the home energy assistance
program. A total of $750,000 will become part of
the low-income home energy assistance block
grant. Another $190,000 will be used for the Low
Income Home Weatherization Program. HF3243*1
SF2852/CH452

governor. The provision is effective July 1,
1996. (Sec. 6)

Youth programs
A total of $6 million appropriated to the

DES will be used to fund the Minnesota
Youth Program, primarily the summer em
ployment and training component. The
money will be used to offset a potential cut to
Title IIB of theJob Training Partnership Act,
a parallel program funded by the federal
government. Currently, the federal govern
ment hasn't appropriated any money for the
program, as compared to $8.9 million appro
priated last year.

The summer component of the program
allows disadvantaged youth to work in a
variety of settings in a1l8? Minnesota coun
ties. Public works projects constitute most of
the work undertaken: the construction of
park retainingwalls,environmental cleanup,
and wetland restoration. The program funds
site supervision so that participants can ob
tain the skills necessary to complete the
projects. Cooperating communities provide
the necessary materials. Participants also re
ceive training in team building skills and
conflict resolution.

One-half of the program participants are
14- and 15- year-olds who can't yet work in
the private sector and are gaining their first
employment experience.

There is also an academic enrichment com
ponent to the program, where young people
struggling in school receive help in improv
ing their communication and math skills.

And young people who drop out ofschool
can receive help in obtaining their diploma,
getting a GED, building a resume, and ac
quiring work maturity skills.

The provision is effective July 1, 1996.
(Sec. 6)

Workforce centers
A total of $500,000 will be given to DES to

augment the Minnesota Workforce Center
System. The system combines the delivery of
employment and training services (mostly
administered by the department) under one
roof whenever pOSSible, saving money for
merly spent on separate leases, and phone
and data lines. It also streamlines customer
access to services and programs, according to
Jane Brown, department commissioner.

The departmenthopes that otherstate agen
cies that deliver services related to employ
ment and training will want to locate their
operations at the various workforce centers.

The specific appropriation within the bill



A total of $100,000 of the $28 million omnibus economic development appropriation will go to the
Minnesota Film Board, the only nonprofit state film commission in the country. According to the board,
nine movies were filmed in Minnesota in 1995, generating more than $23 million in production revenue.
Arnold Schwarzenegger, shown here, visited the Twin Cities during the spring of 1996 to film 'Jingle
All The Way." HF3243*/SF2852/CH452

will assist the department in hooking up to
the MNet System and data lines to establish
a cohesive computer system among the op
erations located within a workforce center.
This way, people applying for services of
fered by the department - employment or
job training services, services for the blind,
vocational rehabilitation - will have to fill
out only one application which can then be
accessed by agencies throughout the depart
ment. The goals are to eliminate paperwork,
save money through the combination of re
sources, and more effectively match appli
cants and services. The provision is effective
July 1, 1996. (Sec. 6)

Minnesota Investment Fund
Included in the bill is $4 million for the

Department of Trade and Economic Devel
opment (DTED) to go to the Minnesota In
vestment Fund, formerly the Economic
Recovery Grant Program. The fund will allow
the DTED to extend grants ofup to $500,000
to local units of government and recognized
Indian tribal governments to help communi
ties create and maintain private-sector jobs,
increase local tax bases, stimulate environ
mentally safe economic growth, and improve
employment and economic opportunities for
local citizens. Amongother things, the grant
money can go toward loans for private busi
ness and industry, the creation or improve
ment of local infrastructure, and interest
buy-downs. Any loan to a private entity
cannot exceed one-half of the cost of the
project for which financing is sought.

The grant money will be administered as
part of the Small Cities Development Block
Grant Program. Any portion of a grant that
exceeds $100,000 must be repaid to the state
when it is repaid to a localunit ofgovernment
or a recognized Indian tribal government by
a recipient.

To receive grant money, private entities
have to make acase forthe need ofpublic funds
and meet job creation goals. Loan recipients
have to pay their employees total compensa
tion, including benefits not mandated by law,
at least 110 percent of the federal poverty level
for a family offour, or approximately $16,665
per year, roughly $8 per hour. The original
House version reqUired that loan recipients
pay their employees at least $7.44 per hour.
According toJay Novak, DTED commissioner,
the departmentdoesn't currentlyconsider fund
ing development projects unless prospective
employers in the metro area pay employees at
least $10 per hour, and employers in outstate
areas pay their employees at least $8 per hour.

No grant can be given for the operation or
expansion of a casino, a store which is used
solely or principally for retail sales, or for any
project related to a sports facility, defined as
a building that has a professional sports team
as a principal tenant.

In case of breach of contract, loan recipi
ents must repay the grant directly to the
DTED commissioner. The provision is effec
tiveJuly 1,1996. (Sec. 2)

Rural development
The DTED also will receive $750,000 to be

given as a grant to the Morrison County Rural
Development Finance Authority. The money
can be used only to make capital improve
ments to the Hennepin Paper Company in
Little Falls. According to Elmer Beale, the
company's executive vice president and gen
eral manager, the money will be used to
upgrade the facility and expand the possibili
ties for using recycled wastepaper. At least
$500,000 of the grant must be matched by
other sources, or the money will not be made
available. The provision is effective July 1,
1996. (Sec. 2)

Film board
A total of $100,000 will go to DTED to be

distributed to the Minnesota Film Board, the
only nonprofit state film commission in the
country. This is on top ofthe $229,000 appro
priated for the film board for fiscal year 1997.

According to the board, nine movies were
filmed in Minnesota in 1995, generatingmore
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than $23 million in production revenue. The
provision is effective July 1,1996. (Sec. 2)

Minnesota Technology, Inc.
Atotal of $700,000 will be appropriated to

Minnesota Technology, Inc. Of that amount,
the Natural Resources Research Institute in
Duluth will receive $575,000. The institute
works to create private sector employment
within the state through environmentally
safe economic development. They oversee
approximately $10 million per year for re
search and development activities.

The remaining $125,000 will be used to
study cold weather research needs and oppor
tunities such as automobile starting tests in
winter temperatures. Mirrnesota Technology
will contractwith theMirrnesota ColdWeather
Research Center. The study will address ways
to encourage cold weather research in Minne
sota funded by non-state entities, and the
possible economic benefits for the state.

Findings ofthe study must be submitted to
the Legislature by Jan. 1, 1998. The provi
sion is effective July 1, 1996. (Sec. 3)

Housing Finance Agency
The Housing Finance Agency will receive

$550,000. Of those funds, $250,000 will be
used to purchase, tear down, or rehabilitate
multi-unit residential rental property in an
effort to combat concentrations of substan
dard housing. Projects that create a wide
nmge ofhousing opportunities which would
increase the tax base and the income mix
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within a community will be given priority.
The remaining $300,000 will go to the

Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance
Program. The program was established to
assist families who are homeless or are at
imminent risk of homelessness. The agency
provides grants to counties with a large num
ber of homeless families or that experience a
significant growth in the number ofhomeless
families. To receive assistance, counties must
work to secure permanent or transitional
housing for homeless families. Any preven
tion project must be crafted to stabilize fami
lies in their existing homes and shorten the
length of time families use emergency shel
ters. At least one grant must be given to a
county outside the metro area. The provision
is effective July 1, 1996. (Sec. 5)

Workers' compensation
The bill appropriates $2.8 million from the

Special Compensation Fund to the Depart
ment of Labor and Industry to be used for the
Daedalus Electronic Imaging Systems Project.

The aim of the project is to provide a
comprehensive computer reference system
for workers' compensation files. This way,
people needing access to the files Gudges and
case specialists) can do so via computer, and
access can be provided Simultaneously. Past
research was done by hand.

The department hopes this will lower the
number ofdisputes by getting good informa
tion to people more qUickly. All paper files
will eventually be eliminated.

The Special Compensation Fund is ad
ministeredby the department, primarily cov
ering system administrative costs, the
reimbursement of second injuries, benefits
to employees of uninsured employers, and
supplemental costs. The fund is supported
by required employer contributions result
ing from the work-related death of an em
ployee, or different types of work-related
injuries. The provision is effective July 1,
1996. (Sec. 8)

Historical society
The Minnesota Historical Society will re

ceive over $1.1 million, $1 million of which,
effective April 13, 1996, will go to employee
compensation.

The St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board will
receive $75,000. The board works to evalu
ate and interpret significant historical re
sources within the heritage interpretive zone,
a two-mile stretch of the Mississippi River in
Minneapolis. Board membership is also in
creased from 19 to 22 members. The provi-
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sion is effective July 1, 1996. (Sec. 10)

Humanities commission
A total of $300,000 will be given to the

Minnesota Humanities Commission. The
commission recently moved its operations
into part of what was formerly the Gillette
Children's Hospital near Phalen Park in St.
Paul. The money will be used to cover some
moving and maintenance expenses. Accord
ing to Cheryl Dickson, commission director,
the money will be repaid if federal dollars
earmarked for the project come through, or
other sources of revenue are found. The
provision is effective April 13, 1996.(Sec.ll)

Voyageur Recreation Area
Effective April 13, 1996, the bill estab

lishes the Voyageur Recreation Area, com
posed of all contiguous land in Koochiching
County and the part ofSt. Louis County lying
north of County Highway 23 and west of
County Highway 24 to the Canadian border.
The area's creation is intended to encourage
private and public investment, leading to
economic development and educational and
recreational opportunities.

The area will be administered by a nine
member board consisting of county and city
officials within the deSignated area, and rep
resentatives from some lake and resort asso
ciations. The board is permitted to enter into
contracts and grant agreements necessary to
carry out its responSibilities.

Also included in the bill is $450,000 for
transitionalhousingprograms, and $200,000
for employment support services for the
mentally ill. (Secs. 14-16)

Building communities

The Neighborhood Revitalization Program
(NRP)will broaden its scope of development
projects under a new law.

The law says NRP funds may be used to
assist in the development of commercial
projects and in the acquisition ofcommercial
properties. Previous law limited the use of
NRP funds for commercial projects to the
rehabilitation, renovation, or replacement of
"commercial and retail facilities necessary to
maintain neighborhood vitality."

The law also broadens the authority of the
use of NRP funds to include the rehabilita
tion or construction of community-based,
nonprofit facilities that are used to meet the
purposes of the NRP program. Current law
describes those purposes, which include

eliminating blight, developing industrial
property to create jobs, eliminating health
hazards, rehabilitatingand constructinghous
ing, and encouraging home ownership.

Finally, the law makes clear that the devel
opment and implementation ofneighborhood
action plans must include participation from
citizens in the respective neighborhoods.

Rep. LindaWejcman (DFL-Mpls) and Sen.
Carl Kroening (DFL-Mpls) sponsored the
new law, which is effective Aug. 1, 1996.

HF3070*/SF2793/CH355

Local development plans

A new law directs the state to draft a
"model ordinance" for sustainable develop
ment by July 1, 1997, and make it available
to local governments.

Sustainable development - a concept
promoted by Gov. Arne Carlson - involves
the development of land and waters that
minimizes environmental damage and pro
vides for economic opportunities and com
munity well-being. The goal of sustainable
development is to preserve the environment
for future generations.

There are no funding or enforcement provi
sions in the new law which became effective
April 12, 1996. Local governments adopting
the model ordinance, however, will be advised
that it will become the minimum regulation to
guide all sustainable development.

The model ordinance will be reviewed by
the state at least once every five years.

Additionally, each state department,
agency, and board must report to the Envi
ronmental Quality Board by Oct. 15, 1996,
on how the mission and programs of the
organization reflect and implement the state
sustainable development prinCiples, or how
the mission and programs could be changed
to do so.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Dee
Long (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Janet Johnson
(DFL-North Branch).

HF1800*/SF1655/CH454
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Omnibus OWl bill
A new law makes it illegal for citizens to

drive an automobile or fly an airplane with
any amount of c~rtain controlled substances
in their systems.

The measure applies to Level I and Level II
controlled substances which include most
street drugs, as well as the most addictive
narcotics, stimulants, and depressants. (Mari
juana is exempted from the new standard.)

Under the new law, drivers will be charged
with a crime if any amount of a Level I or
Level II drug is found in their bodies. The
penalties will be consistent with the state's
current DWI laws. (Secs. 5, 26)

A typical scenario could work like this: 1)
a driver is stopped after an officer suspects he
or she is impaired; 2) the driver is given a field
sobriety test and then a breathalyzer test, but
no alcohol is registered; 3) the officer still
suspects the driver is impaired by something;
and 4) the officer arrests the individual and
seeks a blood or urine test. If any trace of a
Level I or a Level II controlled substance is
found, the driver can be charged.

The new law also directs the Peace Officer
Standards and Training Board to develop a
plan to train a "sufficient" number ofofficers as
Drug-Recognition Experts (DRE) to ensure
they are available statewide each day to evalu
ate suspected drug-impaired drivers. (Sec. 35)

The test administered by DRE officers is
separate from the preliminary field test per
formed on the side of the road. After a patrol
officer stops a driver, performs a field test,
and suspects the driver is under the influ
ence, the driver could then be taken to a
police or highway patrol station where a
more extensive physical test would be per
formed by a DRE officer.

Another provision provides a longer wait
ing period before a minor who has commit
ted a DWI offense is issued a limited driver's
license for work or school.

Current law states that a person must wait
15 days for a limited license ifit is the person's
first DWI offense; 90 days if it is the offender's
second, assuming the personagrees to take the
breathalyzer test. Under the new law, the
waiting period for a youth under 18 would be
the longer of 90 days or double the period for
a person 18 or over. (Sec. 22)

The measure also eliminates a loophole in
the plate impoundment law to keep more

chronic DWI offenders off the roads. Gov.
Arne Carlson vetoed an identical bill in 1995
calling it an "unfunded mandate to the De
partment of Public Safety."

Undercurrent law, when aperson's driver's
license is suspended for a third DWI offense
in five years (or a fourth within 15 years), his
or her license plates also are impounded for
as long as the offender's driver's license is
suspended. For a third-time offender, that's
a minimum of one year.

But chronic DWI offenders have found a
way around the law. Once their plates are
impounded, they often begin to drive some
one else's car.

Should they get caught under the influ
ence in someone else's car, those license
plates are then impounded. But all the car
owner must do is sign a statement that he or
she was unaware of the DWI violation and
new plates are issued - free of charge.

The new law gives the plates back to the car
owner (if the car was reported missing), but
the plates will be coded with specific letters,
so that law enforcement officials will know
the car has been involved in a prior DWI
offense. The plates will remain on the car for
a minimum of one year. (Sec. 1)

The coded plates provide law enforcement
officers with a "reasonable suspicion" to pull
the car over should the driver not be the
registered owner of the car. From the patrol
vehicle, an officer can check the car's regis
tration and the license status ofthe car owner,
which contains a description of the owner. If
the driver doesn't match the description, the
officer would have cause to stop the car.

The new law includes $79,000 for the
Department of Public Safety to pay for the
coded license plates and other costs associ
ated with the changes. However, it is ex
pected to raise considerably more revenue
than that through the $25 per vehicle fee for
the special plates. (Sec. 36)

Arelated provision prevents apersonwhose
plates have been impounded from applying
for plates for any other vehicle during the
impoundment period, thus closing another
loophole. (Sec. 2)

Other provisions include:
• creation of a new gross misdemeanor crime

of criminal vehicular injury for inflicting
bodily harm while driving impaired (Sec.
33);

• recodification of the prohibition against
driving after drinking any amount of alco
hol by youth under 21, while also elimi
nating the defense of parental permission

Highlights

for the drinking (Secs. 12,21,24); and
• numerous crossreferencing to facilitate

implementation of DWI laws.
A provision that would have created a

gross misdemeanor crime for driving im
paired without insurance was deleted from
the bill.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Matt
Entenza (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville).

HF2779/SF2340*/CH442

Medical waiver law
(See Transportation, page 57)

E1__E_D_U_C_A_T_'o_N __

K-12 education funding
A new law infuses $31. 7 million into

Minnesota's public schools largely to bolster
programs directed at disadvantaged children
and to improve technology in classrooms.

Under the law, the state will spend $11.9
million to expand access to technology in
schools, $5 million to provide after-school
programs in troubled neighborhoods, and
$3.5 million to offer full-day kindergarten at
some schools.

Gov. Arne Carlson used his line-item veto
authority to slice $629,000 from the K-12
spending package approved by the Legisla
ture. He cut a provision that would have
allowed some students to ride city buses to
school and a grant program deSigned to
foster constructive discipline policies in
schools. (See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

Also, the new law does not include a
controversial proposal to provide alternative
testing for teaching candidates who cannot
pass the state's basic skills test. That provi
sion was removed in conference committee
after being rejected by the House.

The legislation was sponsored by Rep.
Alice Johnson (DFL-Spring Lake Park) and
Sen. Larry Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls).

HF2156*/SFI884/CH412

Boosting technology
Much of the $11.9 million earmarked for

school technology will be spent to expand
Internet access in schools and libraries.

The 1995 Legislature passed a law that
included a $10.5 million grant program to
connect schools and regional public library
systems to the information superhighway.

Effective July 1, 1996, an additional
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A new law will infuse millions into Minnesota's public schools: $11.9 million to expand access to
technology in schools, $5 million to provide after-school programs in troubled neighborhoods, and $35
million to offer full-day kindergarten at some schools. HF2156*/SFI884/CH412

Paul, Twin Cities suburbs, and Greater Min
nesota.

Districts receiving grant funds will be al
lowed to decide whether to use the money for
all-day kindergarten programs or to initiate
half-day kindergarten for 4-year-olds, which
would put kids in the classroom a year earlier
than usual. (Art. 1, Sees. 11,34)

Graduation standards
Effective July 1,1996, an additional $2.9

million is marked for continued develop
ment of the state's graduation rule, but the
law will narrow the scope of the proposed
standards.

The state has spent about $20 million
developing and testing the new graduation
standards.

Requirements for reading and math profi
ciency are slated to take effect beginningwith
the ninth-grade class in 1996-97. Those stu
dents will have to meet math and reading
requirements before they can receive a di
ploma.

Ninth graders in 1997-98 were expected
to have been tested on writing and science
standards in addition to the math and read
ingrequirements. Other tests in government,
geography, and physical health and safety
were expected to follow.

But all that has changed.
Minimum proficiency tests will be limited

to the subjects ofmath, reading, and writing.
Assessment of performance in the other

subjects will be shifted from minimum stan
dards testing to the Profile of Learning, a
broad analysis of each student's overall per
formance.

The changes in the graduation standards
follow the direction taken by the newly cre
ated Department of Children, Families, and
Learning. (Art. 11, Sec. 1)

Community schools
A provision effective July 1, 1996, pro

vides $300,000 for a joint effort between the
St. Paul school district and the Wilder Foun
dation (a St. Paul-based social service organi
zation) to develop community-basedschools.

State funds will be used in the develop
ment of charter schools focused on helping
low-achieving elementary school students
from low-income families.

The Wilder Foundation hopes to create
three such charter schools over a four-year
span, but those plans may depend on future
appropriations from the state.

The charter school plan is the last vestige
of the governor's proposals to allow public

grant funding goes to school districts and
community organizations that run after
school programs.

Minneapolis and St. Paul each will receive
$2 million for the programs. The remaining
$1 million will go to other areas with high
percentages of needy students.

Children ages eight to 13 who live in
troubled neighborhoods will be the target of
programs aiming to reduce juvenile crime
and school behavioral problems.

The programs also will seek to increase
academic achievement, school attendance,
and skills in computers, the arts, and athlet
ics. (Art. 4, Secs. 30, 34)

All-day kindergarten
The spending package includes a provi

sion crafted to ensure that disadvantaged
children are ready for first grade by having
them spend more time in a kindergarten
classroom.

Effective July 1, 1996, $3.5 million in
grant funding will allow certain schools to
offer full-day kindergarten orto provide half
day kindergarten for 4-year-olds.

The goal of the expanded kindergarten
program is to make sure students arrive in
first grade prepared to handle academic ba
sics such as reading and writing.

Proponents of the measure also said it will
have benefits that reach far beyond the first
grade. They argued that kids who fall behind
at a young age often end up with serious
academic and behavioral problems in later
grades.

The grant funding will be divided evenly
four ways among districts in Minneapolis, St.

Afternoon activities
Children in some of the state's poorest

areas are the beneficiaries of $5 million in
cluded for after-school programs.

The governor, in his January State of the
State Address, identified after-school enrich
ment programs as a top spending priority.

The new law matches Carlson's request for
funds to finance after-school programs in
neighborhoods with especially high rates of
poverty, teen pregnancy, and juvenile crime.

Under a provision effective July 1, 1996,

$5 million in grant funding will be available
under the new law.

Also effective July 1, 1996, another $3.5
million will go to school districts for training
teachers in the use of technology and acquir
ing new computer hardware.

Aseemingly minor provision could greatly
help to improve Internet access in rural Min
nesota schools.

Effective April 4, 1996, the provision al
lows telephone companies to provide service
to schools and libraries at reduced rates or for
no cost.

Such a change could have a significant
impact in rural areas where a long-distance
call is required to connect to the worldwide
computer network.

Also, the law will set up agrant program to
enhance the use of technology in after-school
programs.

EffectiveJuly 1, 1996, a total of $1 million
will be offered in grants to school districts
and other organizations that operate after
school programs giving children access to
computers. (Art. 12, Secs. 5, 7, 9, 13, 15)
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ELECTIONS

Public official recall

Omnibus tax bill:
School referendums
(See Taxes, page 55)

K-12 vetoes
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

Pension bill vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 65)

Releasing student records
(See Dead Bills, page 70)

Vouchers defeated
(See Dead Bills, page 70)

Aconstitutional amendment will be on the
November 1996 ballot for voters to decide
whether certain state officials should be sub
ject to recall.

If approved, legislators, constitutional of
ficers, state supreme court judges, court of
appealsjudges, and district courtjudgescould
be subject to recall elections.

The proposal would allow voters to recall
an elected official for any act of malfeasance
or nonfeasance "in the performance of the
duties" of office. Other grounds for recall
would be if an official has been convicted of
a "serious crime," defined by the bill as cer
tain gross misdemeanor and misdemeanor
offenses involving assault, injury, dishon
esty, coercion, or aggravated DWI, among
others.

Here's how it would work: A petition filed
with the Office of the Secretary of State is
forwarded for review to the Minnesota Su
preme Court. If the allegations, assuming
they were proven, would constitute grounds
for recall, a public hearing would then be
held. If the hearing reveals the allegations to
be true "bya preponderance ofthe evidence,"
and the full Minnesota Supreme Court agrees,
a petition for signatures would be released. If
the petition is then signed by 25 percent of
the total eligible voters in the accused elected
officer's district, the governor would order a
recall election. Such an election cannot be
called later than six months before the end of
an official's term.

The new law prohibits false information or
allegations from being used in a petition or in
support of allegations made dUring the hear
ing process. Violation of the provision would
be a misdemeanor punishable by up to 90

• L..- _

Three St. Paul-area school districts planned
all along to use state grant funding to buy
computers and other equipment for a new
magnet school facility under construction.

But it took a new state law to allow them to
do it.

A 1994 law set up a $20 million grant
program for metropolitan area magnet
schools, which are created to promote inte
gration and to attract students with special
ized programs.

The St. Paul, Roseville, and North St. Paul
Maplewood-Oakdale school districts were
awarded $10 million for a magnet school
scheduled to open in Maplewood, Minn., for
the 1996-97 school year. The K-6 facility is
expected to serve 450 students.

The districts planned to use the grant
funding to design, construct, and equip the
magnet school. But the districts were later
told that design and equipment costs were
not permitted uses for the state grant money.

A new state law changes that. The districts
will be able to go ahead and use the grant
funding to purchase computers, copy ma
chines, furnishings, and other equipment
needed to get the new school up and run
ning.

The legislation, effective Feb. 28, 1996,
was sponsoredbyRep. Lyndon Carlson (DFL
Crystal) and Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids).

HF2077/SF2019*/CH284

Capital projects:
After-school enrichment

(See Bonding, page 11)

"Rainy day" fund boosted
(See Budget, page 11)

Omnibus development bill:
Youth programs

(See Development, page 20)

Time off for kids
(See Employment, page 27)

Human services appropriations:
CHILD program

(See Human Services, page 45)

Data Practices Act
(See Law, page 49)

Omnibus pension bill:
State and local funding
(See Retirement, page 51)

Grant funds

Gang resistance
The law allows existing tax revenue to pay

for education programs that teach children
how to resist gangs.

Currently, school districts can collect an
extra $1 per resident in taxes to help pay for
school police officers and drug abuse preven
tion programs.

The optional levy provides funding for
efforts such as the DARE (Drug Abuse Resis
tance Education) program, which teaches
fifth and sixth graders about the dangers of
drugs.

Effective Aug. 1, 1996, a provision of the
new law will simply expand the law to allow
districts to pay for gang-resistance education
with money collected through the tax.
(Art. 4, Sec. 10)

funds to be used for private school vouchers.
Afterhis initialplan to setup schoolvoucher

pilot programs in four Minnesota districts
stalled, the governor came back with a $12
million plan to test vouchers in the St. Paul
district alone.

That proposal also failed to win support
among lawmakers. But the Wilder Founda
tion initiative - just a small part of the
governor's St. Paul proposal- won favor in
conference committee and passed into law.
(Art. 4, Sec. 34)

Moment of silence
A measure to allow a daily moment of

silence to be observed in public schools won
approval earlier in both the House and Sen
ate. But critics in both chambers described
the provision as a thinly veiled effort to bring
prayer into the schools.

The surviving provision, effective Aug. 1,
1996, was reduced to a single sentence in the
education funding law. "A moment ofsilence
may be observed," it reads. (Art. 9, Sec. 10)

Name change
Effective Aug. 1, 1996, the name of the

state arts high schoolin GoldenValley, Minn.,
will be changed to the Lola and Rudy Perpich
Minnesota Center for Arts Education. The
name change is in honor of the late Gov.
Rudy Perpich, who was instrumental in ef
forts to create and support the school.
(Art. 9, Sec. 18)
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days in jail and a $700 fine. In such a case, a
petition for recall also could be dismissed.

Anyone bringing a petition that is dis
missed by the court could be held financially
responsible for the cost of the court's pro
ceedings.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Betty
McCollum (DFL-North St. Paul) and Sen.
Ember ReichgottJunge (DFL-New Hope).

HF343*/SFl53/CH469

Campaign spending

A new law effective April 12, 1996, closes
a loophole that allows independent candi
dates to ignore spending limits that often
bind major-party opponents.

Currently, a candidate is held to campaign
spending limits only ifhe or she is a member
ofa major political party and accepts a public
subsidy. Independent candidates can spend
as they wish and do not qualify for public
campaign subsidies.

State law stipulates that only major party
candidates are eligible for public subsidies.
In Minnesota, there are three major parties
- Democratic-Farmer-Labor, Republican,
and Independence.

If, for example, a DFL candidate's Repub
lican opponent refuses a subSidy and ignores
the spending limits, the DFLer also can ex
ceed the limits - even ifhe or she has already
taken the public subsidy. But under current
law, this applies only when both candidates
are from major parties.

House sponsor Rep. Dee Long (DFL-Mpls)
was affected by that hitch dUring her 1994re
election campaign.

Long's opponent did not attach herself to
a major party. Because the woman ran as an
independent, her spending levels did not
trigger the clause that would have allowed
Long to exceed spending limits.

As a result, Long was bound by a $21,000
spending limit while her independent oppo
nent spent about $50,000.

The new law releases a candidate from
spending limits whenever an opponent de
clines spending limits, regardless of the
opponent's political affiliation.

The measure was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul).

HF667/SF840*/CH459
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A constitutional amendment will be on the
November 1996ballot for voters to decide whether
certain state officials should be subject to recall. If
approved, legislators, constitutional officers, and
state supreme court, court ofappeals, and district
court judges could be subject to recall elections.
HF343*/SF1S3/CH469

Fusion candidates

A new 'law establishes the framework for
fusion candidates to appear on the 1996 state
primary election ballot.

Such candidates are nominated by more
than one political party.

The measure comes in the aftermath of an
Eighth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals deci
sion issued inJanuary. The court found state
law forbidding fusion candidates on the bal
lot to be unconstitutional.

The law allows more than one nominating
party to be listed under a candidate's name
on the ballot.

The U.s. Supreme Court has agreed to
hear an appeal of the case. It is unclear if a
decision will be handed down before the fall
elections.

Should the Supreme Court grant a stay or
overturn the lower court decision, the state
would revert to existing law barring fusion
candidacies.

The measure allows a candidate to be listed

as the nominee of one major party along with
one or more minor parties or as the nominee
ofmultiple minor parties. The candidate and
the state chairperson of each nominating
party must approve a fusion candidacy.

Asingle candidate is not allmv:ed to be listed
as the nominee ofmore than one major party.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Gene
Pelowski (DFL-Winona) and Sen.John Marty
(DFL-Roseville).

HF3123/SF2720*/CH419

Gulf War bonuses
(See Veterans, page 59)

Candidate leave vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 62)

Lobbying prohibition vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 62)

Mail balloting expansion?
(See Vetoed Bills, page 62)

Vote by mail vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 62)

Elected Met Council
(See Dead Bills, page 74)

Hunting, fishing privilege?
(See Dead Bills, page 72)

Is this office necessary?
(See Dead Bills, page 72)

Returning campaign dollars
(See Dead Bills, page 70)

Super-majority required
(See Dead Bills, page 74)

Dl__EM_Pl_O_Y_M_E_N_T_--,

Workers' compensation changes

A new law expands those covered by an
employer's workers' compensation plan to
include certain independent contractors
working in construction.

The measure, sponsored by Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) and Rep. Robert
Leighton (DFL-Austin), sets a general rule
that many independent contractors working
in construction are to be treated as employ
ees by the companies that hire them.

That means if an independent contractor
working in construction is injured on· the
job, he or she would be covered by the
company's workers' compensation plan. The
provision is effective July 1, 1996.

The new law also could lead to less expen-



sive workers' compensation insurance for
some Minnesota businesses.

It eliminates a cap on how much of a
discount an employer can receive on their
workers' compensation insurance premium.
Current law sets the cap at 25 percent.

The provision, retroactive to Jan. 1, 1996,
allows insurance companies to offer, and
employers to earn, an even higher discount
rate. Currently, employers receive premium
discounts and credits for a variety of reasons.

Another provision, also retroactive to Jan.
1,1996, allows more leeway in how much a
base premium could go up or down in price
depending on factors such as an employer's
history with workers' compensation claims.
The more claims against an employer, the

. higher the workers' compensation premium.
Current law limits that shift up or down to 25
percent.

State law requires employers to purchase
workers' compensation insurance or to self
insure to help cover the costs ofworkers who
are injured on the job.

HF2867/SF2552 */CH374

Workers' compensation study

A new law making small changes to the
duties of the Department of Commerce also
contains a provision for a workers' compen
sation pilot project that Gov. Arne Carlson
vetoed earlier as a separate bill. (See Vetoed
Bills, page 63)

The provision requires the Department of
Employee Relations to develop a proposal for
a pilot project to determine the feaSibility of
coordinating workers' compensation ben
efits and insurance benefits. The project may
include local government employees, as well
as state employees. The commissioner must
consult with the Joint Labor Management
Committee on Health Plans, the Public Em
ployees Insurance Program Advisory Board,
health plans serving state and other public
employees, and three other departments:
Labor and Industry, Health, and Commerce.

Supporters of the measure have said that
such coordination may reduce costs and
increase administrative efficiency in the de
livery of health care to injured workers by
using their original insurance plan, which
eliminates the need to use a separate health
care channel for work-related injuries.

The law, sponsored by Rep. Matt Entenza
(DFL-St. Paul) and Sen.John Hottinger (DFL
Mankato), is effective Aug. 1, 1996, and
requires the commissioner to submit a report

on the project to the Legislature by
Jan. 15, 1997.

HF2236/SFI981 */CH384

Time off for kids

A bill to allow parents to take a few hours
of unpaid time off to attend their child's
school play, parent-teacher conference, or
any school-related activity - regardless of
how long they've worked for a company 
was signed into law by Gov. Arne Carlson.

The new law, effective July 1, 1996, ex
pands current law which allows parents who
have worked for a company for at least a year
to take unpaid leave for a classroom activity.

Committee testimony indicated that at least
one company has strictly interpreted the law
and denied an employee's request to attend a
child's school lunch because the one-year
requirement was not met.

As in current law, the new law allows
parents up to 16 hours unpaid leave during
a 12-month period provided the activities
cannotbe scheduled duringnon-work hours.

The law also keeps provisions in current
statute which, in certain cases, require an
employee to "provide reasonable prior notice
of the leave and make a reasonable effort to
schedule the leave so as not to disrupt unduly
the operations of the employer."

Employers are not required to pay for the
leave, but if the employee has accumulated
vacation time or other paid time off, he or she
may use it.

The measure was sponsoredbyRep. Mindy
Greiling (DFL-Roseville) and Sen. Ellen
Anderson (DFL-St. Paul).

HF2682*/SF2438/CH341

Omnibus development bill:
Historical society

(See Development, page 22)

Omnibus development bill:
Workers' compensation
(See Development, page 22)

Omnibus development bill:
Workforce centers

(See Development, page 20)

Omnibus development bill:
Youth programs

(See Development, page 20)

Higher education funding
(See Higher Education, page 40)

Job protection
(See Higher Education, page 42)

Highlights

Welfare changes
(See Human Services, page 45)

Protecting agents
(See Insurance, page 47)

Hospital merger
(See Retirement, page 52)

Minimum wage veto
(See Vetoed Bills, page 63)

No workers' comp study
(See Vetoed Bills, page 63)

Pension bill vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 65)

B EN_ER_G_Y _

Koch tax break

Anew law exempts high-efficiency electric
power generation plants from property taxes
on equipment.

The measure, sponsored in the House by
Rep. Loren Jennings (DFL-Harris), was de
signed to encourage Koch Refining Co. to
build a $300 million cogeneration facility.
The company plans to build the plant in
Rosemount, Minn., and lobbied extenSively
for the new law.

Cogeneration is a combustion process that
uses heat more efficiently than does a con
ventional power plant. The exemption will
be granted to phmts on a sliding scale that
reach a certain level of efficiency. The mea
sure aims, in part, to make Minnesota more
attractive to other plants that use or plan to
use the process and encourage efficiency in
generation.

Supporters of the new law have said Min
nesota is unattractive to electric generation
companies relative to other states. Some also
say the state needs an energy policy that
encourages cleaner burning processes such
as cogeneration.

Critics have said the exemption unfairly
favors one industry over others.

The measure signed into law could exempt
Koch from all property taxes on equipment if
the cogeneration plant reaches a certain level
of efficiency.

The law also allows Northern States Power
Company (NSP) to offer power to Koch at a
discount in order to defer building the plant
until NSP needs the power.

The law, effective for taxes levied in 1996
and thereafter, was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Steve Novak (DFL-New Brighton).

HF637*/SFI147/CH444
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A new $10.3 million environmental law sets aside $150,000 to help both large and small dairy farmers.
The money is marked to help supply new technologies to dairy farmers. A board of farm business
instructors, extensionspecialists, and dairy industry representatives is to help administer the technology.
The Dairy Producers Board is charged with reporting on the program to the Legislature byJan. 15, 1997.
HF3231/SF2167*/CH407

the state at least a lO-year lease on the land for
the project for $1 peryear. The lawalso calls for
the commissioner ofnatural resources to com
plete a long-range plan that spells out trail
maintenance needs and accompanying costs
through 2025. (Sec. 3)

Minnesota resources
Projects aimed at preserving the state's

resources get $4.8 million under the law.
The appropriations fund the development of
recreational land. A total of $1 million is
marked for the development of metro-area
parks. Another $1 million goes for state park
and recreation development and $895,000
for local grants for the same purposes.

Atotal of$410,000 is earmarked for devel
opment of the Chippewa County Regional
Trail. Other items include a $360,000 joint
projectbetween the Pollution ControlAgency
(PCA) and the DNR to develop an Internet
program aimed at increasing public access to
information. The state's Reinvest in Minne
sota program, which aims to acquire and
preserve wetlands and other conservation
lands, gets $750,000 under the law. (Sec. 8)

Dairy farms
A total of $150,000 in the law is intended

to help both big and small dairy farmers. The
money is marked to help supply new tech
nologies to dairy farmers. A board of farm
business instructors, extension specialists,
and dairy industry representatives is to help

State park management
The law appropriates $350,000 in fiscal

year 1997 for state park and recreation man
agement. The money is intended to fund the
establishment of an electronic state park per
minracking system.

The new law also will raise state park
permit fees (beginning with 1997 permits)
for various users. The DNR expects "to
raise $325,000 through increased fees by
June 30, 1997. (Secs. 3, 38)

All-terrain travel
The law devotes $1.3 million for develop

ment ofan all-terrainvehicle recreation area in
the city of Gilbert, Minn., on the Iron Range.
The money is contingent on the city granting

An estimated 250,000 acres in northern
Minnesota were hit by the storms, including
state, county, federal, and private lands. One
hundred seventy-five miles of roads were
destroyed in the process. The storms ranged
from an area west of Itasca State Park east
ward through Clearwater County to south of
Grand Rapids. The Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) has estimated that $22.5
million worth of timber was lost or damaged.
Nearly one-half of the annual wood supply
needed by the state's forest industries was
damaged or destroyed, the DNR has said.

Under the new law, the DNR also receives
$240,000 to pay for unexpected clean-up
costs associated with the 1995 storm. (Sec. 3)

Omnibus development bill:
Home energy assistance
(See Development, page 20)

Biomass changes
(See Environment, page 32)

No environmental assessment
(See Vetoed Bills, page 67)

Wind power
(See Vetoed Bills, page 63)

Extending the wind exemption
(See Dead Bills, page 75)

New carbon fuel tax
(See Dead Bills, page 75)

Steam plant, kondirator survive
(See Dead Bills, page 71)

.L-_E_N_V_I_RO_N_M_E_N_T_

A new $10.3 million environmental law
calls for increases in state park fees, provides
relief for northern Minnesota counties that
suffered extensive timber damage due to a
severe storm, and sets aside $1.3 million for
an off-road vehicle park in Gilbert, Minn.

Under the law, the annual state park fee will
increase from $18 to $20 for most people and
from $12 to $20 for senior citizens. Those
1997 fee increases, plus a hike in campground
permitfees, will raise an extra $325,000 annu
ally for state parks. The law does not include an
fee increase for disabled park users, as was
proposed during the 1996 session.

Gone from the measure are four projects
totaling $215,000 that were line-item vetoed
by Gov. Arne Carlson. (SeeVetoed Bills, page
67)

Themeasurewas sponsoredbyRep. Chuck
Brown (DFL-Appleton) and Sen. Steve Morse
(DFL-Dakota).

All of the spending provisions detailed
below took effect April 3, 1996.

HF3231/SF2167*/CH407

Environmental funding
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Timber damage
Thenorthern Minnesota counties ofAitkin,

Becker, Clearwater, Hubbard, and St. Louis
are the beneficiaries of a total of $250,000
included in the new law to repair damage
caused by severe thunderstorms that struck
in July 1995. The money is intended to
reimburse costs incurred in such areas as
timber damage, cleanup, reconstruction, and
debris removal.



administer the technology. The Dairy Pro
ducers Board is charged with reporting
on the program to the Legislature by
jan. 15, 1997. (Sec. 4)

Deformed frogs
A sum of $151,000 is included in the law

to study deformed frogs discovered in the
state. .

A group of Le Sueur County students dis
covered legless frogs and frogs with other
deformities near Henderson, Minn., dUring
the summer of 1995. The students' search for
the cause of the deformities led them to the
Legislature, where lawmakers backed the ef
fort by committing funds to study the issue.

The money is to be spent, in large part, on
a PCA study of the health of the state's frog
population and of the causes of the deformi
ties. The appropriation also includes a
$28,000 grant to the Center for Global Envi
ronmental Education at Hamline University
for work with other schools and organiza
tions to study frogs as environmental indica
tors. (Sec. 9)

Beaver damage
Local governments affected bybeaver dam

age are to share $75,000 included in the new
law for the study of damage caused by bea
vers statewide. The appropriation requires
an equal match by the Beaver Damage Con
trol joint Powers Board. Beaver dams in
ditches, rivers, and couleeshave caused flood
ing in the flat terrain of northern Minnesota.
Last year, the governor vetoed a $150,000
appropriation for the joint powers board.
(Sec. 4)

Alfalfa
A total of $200,000 is appropriated for

research and development relating to alfalfa
production. The money is to go toward de
veloping alfalfa varieties that have optimal
energy and protein levels as well as the devel
opment ofvalue-added alfalfa products. The
University of Minnesota, the Agricultural
Utilization Research Institute, and otherpub
lie and private groups would be involved in
the research. (Sec. 4)

Pest control
An urban, integrated pest management de

velopment and promotion program is to be
created with Metropolitan State University at a
cost of $75,000, underthe new law. The goal
of the program is to promote integrated pest
management in urban areas. (Sec. 4)

River basin funding
The law calls for $125,000 in continued

funding for the Minnesota River Basin joint
Powers Board. The 37-county board is
charged with keeping the river clean through
public education and local environmental
projects. It was established more than a de
cade ago when the DNR found that the river
exceeded acceptable phosphorous and ni
trate levels.

DNR officials have said the state has a
history of financing joint powers boards,
such as the North Shore Management Board.
In addition, efforts by the 37 counties help
hold sewage treatment costs down in the
metro area. (Sec. 6)

Fighting river sedimentation
Morrison County receives $75,000 to study

and propose a solution to accelerated sedi
mentation along the eastern shoreline of the
Mississippi River. The University of Minne
sota will use the money at its St. Anthony
Falls laboratory. (Sec. 3)

Wetlands changes
The lengthy debate between legislators,

local officials, farmers, and environmental
ists over wetlands ended in a compromise
that was Signed by the governor.

Rep. Willard Munger (DFL-Duluth), House
sponsor of the new measure and chiefpropo
nent of wetlands regulations, said the com
promise will make the landmark Wetlands
Conservation Act "more workable" for all
areas of the state, particularly those areas
with a high percentage of wetlands remain
ing, while maintaining a high level of re
source protection.

The much-awaited changes to the 1991
wetlands law, which stalled in conference
committee last session, provide broader ex
emptions and more flexibility in current re
placement requirements. The new law took
effect April 12, 1996.

Farmers, who demonstrated a need for
more flexibility, stand to benefit from the
law's expanded definition of "agricultural
land," which applies agricultural exemptions
to wetlands in farming areas (Sec. 10). An
other provision allows farmers to drain many
wetlands that are fewer than five acres, under
certain conditions (Sees. 16, 25). Munger
said these are mostly "small, nuisance wet
lands located on farmland."

The replacement requirements for drained
or filled wetlands also are eased under the
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law. The changes benefit certain northern
Minnesota counties, where officials have said,
new development was hindered by the exist
ing law. (Sec. 24)

Existing law required most wetlands larger
than 400 square feet that are eliminated to be
replaced by two wetlands of equal size. Un
der the new law, in areas where 50 to 80
percent of presettlement wetlands exist, the
2: 1 replacement ratio drops to 1: 1.
(Sees. 11,33)

In counties with more than 80 percent of
presettlement wetlands (where replacement
was already at a 1: 1 ratio), the size of wet
lands exempt from replacement requirements
rises from 400 square feet to 10,000 square
feet outside of shoreland wetland protection
zones (Sees. 19,25). In counties with 50 to
80 percent of presettlement wetlands, areas
of up to 5,000 square feet are exempt (Sees.
11, 25). In counties with less than 50 percent

The lengthy debate between legislators, local
officials, farmers, and environmentalists over
wetlands ended in a compromise that has become
law. One provision allows farmers to drain many
wetlands that are fewer than five acres, under
certain conditions. The replacement requirements
for drained or filled wetlands also are eased under
the new law. HF787*/SFll16/CH462
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ofpresettlement wetlands, those up to 2,000
square feet are exempt from replacement
under the new law. (Sees. 14, 25)

Environmentalists gained support for a
provision that requires the replacement of
wetlands lost in the metro area (due to road
projects) to be made within the same area, if
possible. The ne,-,; law stipulates replacement
should occur first within the same watershed
district and, if that's not possible, within the
county, or another county within the seven
county metro area (Sec. 24). Existing law
allowed such losses to be replaced in other
areas of the state. Proponents of the new
provision argued that the metro area was
losing what is left of its sparse wetlands. Rep.
Betty McCollum (DFL-North St. Paul) said
the new policy should create "clean water
and green space," calling the change "the
right step" to take.

The new law also includes changes regard
ing wetlands affected byroad projects.

Under existing law, a public transportation
authority that drained or filled awetlandwhile
doing road work was required to
replace the wetland. The new law exempts
repair and replacement of existing local roads
from that requirement (Sees. 24, 25).
TheBoardofWaterandSoilResources (BWSR)
must replace wetlands that
are drained or filled from local road repair
projects. The 1996 bonding law
(HF3273*ISF28791CH463) includes a related
provision thatappropriates $3million to BWSR
to purchase perpetual easements and to re
place wetlands that are drained or filled as a
result of the work on existing local public
roads.

In addition to the added exemptions and
flexibility, the new wetlands law offers more
local government control over wetland man
agement. Local governments are to adopt
wetland protection and management plans
which, after review and approval by BWSR,
will replace the strict existing rules (Sec. 33).
The measure also sets forth two programs to
encourage local governments to preservehigh
priority wetlands: a modified tax exemption
program and an easement program for the
protection of at-risk wetlands.

The law also calls for an analysis and recom
mendations on how wetlands regulations af
fect propertyvalues, and to determine levels of
compensation for landowners who have suf
fered losses as a result ofwetlands regulations
(Sees. 3, 37).

To help those with questions on the com
plex wetlands laws and regulations, a toll
free number, and a local government
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integration program to offer assistance to
landowners is required to be established.

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf(DFL-ThiefRiver Falls)
sponsored the bill in the Senate.

HF787*ISFl116/CH462

RIM program changes

Supporters sayanew lawwill allow the state
to better target wetlands and other lands for the
Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) program.

Under the RIM program, landowners are paid
to retire certain lands from agricultural produc
tion or place wetlands into conservation.

The law seeks to increase the flexibility of
current laws governing water and soil re
sources.

It eliminates minimum acreage require
ments on drained wetlands or riparian lands
(those located on the bank ofa natural water
course, such as a river) that may be included
in the RIM reserve program. Previous law
kept such land parcels out of the RIM pro
gram ifthey were fewer than five acres in size.

Also eliminated is a cap on how much land
a landowner can place in the RIM program.
Previous law prohibited anyone from enroll
ing acreage of more than 20 percent of the
county's average farm size.

And the law allows the state to obtain
"flowage easements" on lands adjacent to
wetlands in the RIM program.

The measure, effective Aug. I, 1996, was
sponsored by Rep. Ted Winter (DFL-Fulda)
and Sen. Steve Morse (DFL-Dakota).

HF2282*ISF2114/CH449

Outbreak

A new law, effective May I, 1996, aims to
help the Department of Natural Resources
better contain the spread of harmful exotic
species.

The measure creates a general deSCription
in law applying to all exotic species defined as
a wild animal or an aquatic plant that can
naturalize and possibly threaten native spe
cies and natural resources. Previous law pro
hibited the transporting of only Eurasian
water milfoil. Since, according to DNR offi
cials, distinguishing between the different
types ofmilfoil is nearly impossible, the DNR
did not issue any tickets for illegal transport
last year.

The new law also prohibits (with limited
exceptions) the transport ofall aquatic plants,
including transport on public highways, an
area not covered by existing law. There is an
exception for incidental transport of aquatic

plants on decoys used duringwaterfowlhunt
ing season.

The law does not apply to mammals and
birds defined by statute as livestock.

The proposalwas sponsoredby Rep. Loren
Jennings (DFL-Harris) and Sen. Len Price
(DFL-Woodbury).

HF2379/SF2503 *ICH385

Waste Management Act

As in past years, Minnesota's Waste Man
agement Act underwent changes during the
1996 Legislative Session.

A new law amends the act and gives some
local governments a tax break on garbage.
The measure, effectiveJuly 1,1996, also sets
aside $737,500 in bond proceeds to reim
burse local governments who helped pay for
the cleanup of the Morrison County landfill,
which is still in operation. (Sec. 24)

The Waste Management Act is deSigned to
protect Minnesota's natural environment and
public health by reducing the amount and
toxicity ofwaste,encouraging recycling, and
reducing the use of landfills.

The 1996 amendments lift some restric
tions on toxins in products for a limited time.
For instance, the law exempts the use oflead
in substances for marking roads, streets, high
ways, and bridges until July I, 1998.
(Sec. 16)

Some restrictions on toxins in packaging
also are temporarily lifted untilJan. 1,2000,
for manufacturers whose packaging is de
Signed to be returned for recycling after use.
The idea is to continue the restrictions on
packaging until more manufacturers adopt
either better and safer packaging or more
"return-for-recycling" packaging. (Sec. IS)

In addition, the new law specifies, effective
April 12, 1996, that the general ban on
dumping antifreeze down the drain or in the
trash applies only to motor vehicle anti
freeze. The law exempts, until Dec. 31, 1997,
businesses that purchase or use an annual
average of ISO gallons or less per month of
motor vehicle antifreeze. (Sec. 9)

Under the new law, a special waste manage
ment tax charged to local governments, called
the SCORE tax, cannot be applied to the cost
of collecting and managing recyclable materi
als if the materials are delivered to a waste
facility that recycles at least 85 percent of its
garbage and are ultimately delivered to a site
deSignated by the county. This is retroactively
effective to Aug. 1,1995. (Sec. 21)

SCORE, which stands for Select Commit
tee on Recycling and the Environment, refers



to the taxes counties and local governments
pay on public and private mixed municipal
solid waste management.

The measure was sponsored by Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North Branch) and Rep. Jean
Wagenius (DFL-Mpls).

HF2259/SF1861 */CH470

Reimbursing the state

A new state law, effective March 27,1996,
will help the state collect more insurance
money to cover the costs of cleaning up
contaminated landfills.

The law repeals portions of a 1994 law
which Simplified the cleanup of contami
nated landfills. The law came after a rash of
lawsuits were filed in connection with the
contaminated Oak Grove landfill just north
of the Twin Cities. That law took the respon
sibility for cleaning up contaminated sites
away from landfill users and made the state
responsible.

But the attorney general's office found the
1994 law brought many problems, especially
in recovering costs from insurance companies.
Under that law, the state would determine an
insurance company's liability in a contami
nated landfill case by using general statewide
market share percentages. For example, the
state would determine that an insurance com
pany owed 25 percent of the costs of cleaning
up a given landfill because that insurance
company provided 25 percent of the total
statewide business liability insurance. The in
surance company, in some cases, would then
argue they weren't liable because none of their
market share included landfill operators.

The new law, carefullynegotiated between
the attorney general and the insurance indus
try, establishes a new process. Instead of
using market share to determine what an
insurance compariy should pay, it addresses
each contaminated landfill on a case-by-case
basis to determine liability. Proponents say
this will make it easier for the state to recover
cleanup costs from insurance companies.

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Jean
Wagenius (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Steve Morse
(DFL-Dakota).

HF2588*/SF2120/CH370

Sewage system loans

Such programs would be established and
financed by cities rather than the state. A
local ordinance would be passed to detail the
operation and administration of the loan
program.

The law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, states that
such programs "promote the public health
and welfare by furthering the policy of the
state of Minnesota to prevent, reduce, and
eliminate water pollution."

Cities are authorized to issue bonds to
finance loans to individuals to seal or replace
wells or evaluate, design, install, repair, or
replace a sewage treatment system but not to
finance new construction.

A local election would not be required for
the bond issuance. (Cities also may secure
loans to fund the program.)

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Dave
Bishop (R-Rochester) and Sen. Steve Morse
(DFL-Dakota).

HF2112 */SF1987/CH427

Used oil disposal

Retailers selling more than 1,000 motor oil
filters each year will have to accept and
properly dispose of used oil and oil filters
from the public effectiveJuly 1, 1999, under
a new state law.

The program, which originallywas to have
been implemented by July 1, 1996, would
have required businesses to set up their own
collection facilities within two miles of their
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business sites in the Twin Cities metropoli
tan area or within five miles of their business
sites in Greater Minnesota. The program
does not include most small businesses and
gas stations.

Instead, motor oil and motor oil filter
retailers and manufacturers are to submit a
plan to the state for collecting and recycling
such products.

Under the plan, due Sept. 1, 1996, most
seven-county metro area residents and those
in other cities with a population ofmore than
2,000 should live within five miles of a free
collection site

All other state residents should live within
25 miles of a free collection site, and each
county should have at least one site to collect
filters and oil at no cost. These conditions
should be met by Dec. 31, 1997.

The plan should explain how the oil and
oil products will be collected and recycled,
educate the public, and include other recom
mendations for legislation, if necessary.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Tom
Hackbarth (R-Cedar) and Sen. Dan Stevens
(R-Mora).

HF2065/SF2499*/CH351

Radioactive waste compact

Anew law makes Minnesota laws conform
with its membership responsibilities in the
Midwest Interstate Low-level Radioactive
Waste Compact.

A new law encourages the establishment of
public loan programs to finance both the re
pair or replacement of sewage treatment sys
tems and sealing of wells on private property.

Retailers selling more than 1,000 motor oil filters each year will have to accept and properly dispose of
used oil and oil filters from the public beginningJuly 1, 1999, under a new state law. Under the program,
which originally was to have been implemented byJuly 1, 1996, motor oil and motor oil filter retailers

. and manufacturers are to submit a plan to the state for collecting and recycling such products. HF20651
SF2499*/CH351
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Under the compact, Minnesota and five
other states (Iowa, Indiana, Missouri, Ohio
and Wisconsin) work together to develop a
single facility to store low-level radioactive
waste that is generated by the compact. Each
state in the compact will take turns con
structing and operating a facility (20 years
per state), according to the agreement.

The compact stems from federal law, which
makes states responsible for the disposition of
the commercial low-level radioactive waste
that they generate within their respective bor
ders.

Thenew law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, makes
the necessary changes to current state law
that will allow Minnesota to remain a mem
ber of the compact, giving it access to a new
regional disposal site in Ohio (Ohio's facility
is the compact's first host site).

The law updates policies relating to how
Minnesota will proceed in the event that it is
deSignated a host state for a future low-level
radioactive waste disposal facility.

It also establishes a facility site committee,
which the governor will form when Minne
sota becomes a host state for a facility. The
committee will study issues regarding the
development of a regional disposal facility,
and make policy recommendations to the
Legislature and the governor.

A provision in the new law gives
Minnesota's low-level radioactive waste gen
erators (industries, hospitals, universities,
research institutions, nuclear power plants,
and government facilities) protection from
financial liabilities incurred by the state un
der the compact.

Another provision deletes unnecessary re
porting requirements and requires the com
missioner ofthe Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) to submit biennial reports
on compact activities to the Legislature and
the governor.

Below are some ofthe new law's changes to
the Midwest Interstate Low-level Radioactive
Waste Compact, which will:
• provide that a capacity be established for

each facility before the facility is devel
oped;

• ensure that adequate cleanup funds are
available if contamination occurs;

• ensure that each host state will have money
for the long-term care and maintenance of
a disposal site after closure;

• require that low-level radioactive waste
generators pay all of the costs to develop,
construct, operate, close and prOvide long
term care after closure of regional disposal
facilities;
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• hold low-level radioactive waste generators
responsible in the event that any liability is
incurred, such as a spill that damages
people, property, and the environment;

• establish a timetable that each future host
state must follow to ensure timely con
struction of a disposal facility;

• allow the Midwest Compact Commission
to impose financial penalties and deny
access to disposal facilities if a future host
state fails to move forward according to the
established timetable;

• restrict severely the ability of states to
withdraw from the compact without ful
filling their host state obligations;

• provide a framework for judicial review of
Midwest Compact Commission decisions;
and

• establish the terms for continued operation
of a disposal facility if the compact is ever
dissolved.
Rep. Steve Trimble (DFL-St. Paul) and

Sen. Steve Novak (DFL-New Brighton) spon
sored the law.

HF2207*/SF2013/CH428

Biomass changes
A 1994 law permitted Northern States

Power Company (NSP) to store nuclear fuel
outside its Prairie Island power plant in up to
17 containment casks. This permission was
contingent on NSF's accomplishment ofsev
eral energy policy goals before 2002. NSP
was to invest in alternative energy sources
and search for a radioactive waste storage site
away from Prairie Island.

The 1996 law changes one of the condi
tions relating to alternative energy sources,
specifically the use of biomass to generate
electricity. Biomass energy is electricity gen
erated by burning farm grown crops such as
switch grass, alfalfa stalks, or whole trees.

The 1994 law (amended again in 1995)
reqUires NSP to construct and operate, pur
chase, or contract for 125 megawatts of elec
tricity using biomass by Dec. 31, 1998, to be
operational by Dec. 31, 2002.

The new law allows project developers to
use biomass feedstocks and other agricul
tural waste that is not intentionally farm
grown for energy production for as many as
six years after the power plant is operational;
that is, provided the feedstock is grownwithin
400 miles of the power plant facility.

If it is grown more than 400 miles from the
power plant, then the exemption lasts three
years.

After the exemption expires, the plant

must use biomass as specified in the new law
which is defined as crops, trees, agricultural
waste, and aquatic plant matter intentionally
cultivated and harvested for burning to gen
erate electricity. The biomass, when burned,
must release less or no marc carbon dioxide
than is absorbed by the biomass fuel dUring
its growing cycle.

In all, the measure requires the power
plant to use biomass for at least 75 percent of
its fuel requirements and the remaining 25
percent can come from fossil fuels.

The law, effective April 13, 1996, was
sponsored by Sen. Steve Novak (DFL-New
Brighton) and Rep. Chuck Brown (DFL
Appleton).

HF2419*/SF2238/CH450

Land acquisition
(See Agriculture, page 9)

Kids and boats
(See Children, page 13)

Local development plans
(See Development, page 22)

Omnibus development bill:
Minnesota Technology, Inc.

(See Development, page 21)

Omnibus game, fish bill
(See Game &: Fish, page 34)

Paying bills, recycling
(See Government, page 38)

Omnibus tax bill:
SCORE taxes

(See Taxes, page 54)

Improved snowmobile trails
(See Tourism, page 55)

Selected fees 1996-1997
(See page 60)

Environmental projects vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 67)

Kondirator study scrapped
(See Vetoed Bills, page 67)

No convention center bonds
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

No environmental assessment
(See Vetoed Bills, page 67)

Wind power
(See Vetoed Bills, page 63)

No waste in the water
(See Dead Bills, page 71)

Prairie Island revisited
(See Dead Bills, page 70)



Saving white pines
(See Dead Bills, page 71)

Steam plant, kondirator survive
(See Dead Bills, page 71)

III FAMILY

Foster children, adoption

Effective April 3, 1996, a new law brings
Minnesota's foster care and adoption laws
closer to conformity with new federal stan
dards.

The federal Multi-ethnic Placement Act,
which Congress approved in 1994, prohibits
agencies from using race, color, or national
origin as the sole criteria for denying or
delaying placement of foster and adopted
children. The new state law amends the
Minnesota Heritage Act to bring it into com
pliance with federal law.

House sponsor Rep. Barb Sykora (R-Excel
sior) has said the law aims to increase effi
ciency and reduce county costs for foster care
and adoption placements. She noted that
these improvements will help to bring stabil
ity into the lives of the children affected by
these laws.

Under the law, agencies cannot delay the
placement of children until a household of
the same race has been found. In addition,
the proposal repeals a law that requires agen
cies to make special efforts to recruit a foster
family of a certain racial or ethnic heritage.
Placement of children in households of the
same race remains one of four factors in law
that agencies consider, within the stated policy
goal that all placements be in the "best inter
ests of the child."

The law also changes the order of consid
eration in determining the placement of a
child. The law now asks that child-placing
agencies look to relatives of the child, an
important friend with whom the child has
lived or had significant contact, a family of
the same racial or ethnic heritage, or a family
of a different racial or ethnic heritage.

Other provisions prohibit agencies from
using race as the sole basis for determining
eligibility for the Adoption Assistance Pro
gram. This program provides assistance to
households adopting children who have
physical, mental, emotional or behavioral
disabilities, or who are at risk of developing
these disabilities.

The law also establishes an appeals process
for foster care providers who feel they haven't

received the benefits to which they may be
entitled.

It also adds a definition of"egregious harm"
to the law regarding termination of parental
rights, and allows the court to terminate
parental rights if it finds that a child has
suffered egregious harm in the parent's care.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. David Knutson (R-Bumsville).

HF2158/SF1885*/CH416

Relatives as foster parents

In some emergency situations, such as
drug raids where children are present and the
parents are arrested, officers take children
into custody. The children are then usually
placed in an emergency shelter or with a
relative.

Under current law, such an emergency
placement may not last for more than 72
hours (excluding Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays) unless a petition has been filed and
ajudge or referee agree that the child should
remain in custody.

A new law makes clear the rights of rela
tives when peace officers place children with
them in such emergency situations.

Peace officers must give notice to the child's
parent or guardian when a child is taken into
custody and placed with a relative. Current
law does not require parental notification
when a child is placed with a relative.

The measure also makes clear that a rela
tive who takes in a child under emergency
situations is not legally responsible for pro
viding the child with necessary food, cloth
ing, shelter, education, and medical care,
which are the legal duties of a custodial
parent. A relative who wishes to become a
child's custodial parent may petition to do so
under the law.

Sponsors of the law say it may help rela
tives caring for a child to gain foster care
benefits, when appropriate. In the past, some
relatives who might have been eligible for
foster care benefits were not informed that
they could apply for such help. Under the
new law, relatives who receive a child under
a court order may be issued an emergency
foster care license.

Also under the measure, any person who is
not exempt from licensure under the Human
Services Licensing Act and who receives a
child in his or her home because of the death,
injury, or illness of the child's parent must
notify the commissioner of Human Services
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in writing if the person intends to keep the
child for more than 30 days.

Achild may be considered a "child in need
of protection or services" if a relative is not
able or willing to prOvide ongoing care to
such a child. The relative may report the
emergency to a local social service agency, at
which time the agency must assess the child's
circumstances. Then, the agency may place
the child with a relative who meets the licens
ing requirements. The agency may also pur
sue court action on behalf of the child.

Officers who place children in such situa
tions must document why a less restrictive
setting will or will not be in the best interests
of these children.

The new law, sponsored by Rep. Richard
Jefferson (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. RoyTerwilliger
(R-Edina), is effective Aug. 1, 1996.

HF2368/SF2123 */CH421

Ensuring visitation rights

Minnesota parents who have been illegally
denied visitation with their children will
more easily gain their rights under a new law.

The law allows a parent who was illegally
denied visitation to appeal to a visitation
expeditor, a court official who serves as a
mediator to help resolve such disputes. Un
der current law, both parties must request
intervention by a visitation expeditor.

At an administrative hearing, which serves
to ensure that court-ordered visitation sched
ules are followed, a mediator can mandate
"compensatory visitation," additional visita
tion time to a parent who has been wrongly
denied such privileges. A decision resolving
a compensatory visitation motion will be
handed down in five days or less after the
final meeting with the parties in the dispute,
according to the law. Should compensatory
visitation be awarded, the decision must
include a finding that visitation was wrong
fully denied.

In addition to compensatory visitation,
penalties against parents who have wrongly
denied visitation rights may include fines,
bond requirements, contempt of court, and
reversal of custody.

Ifa parent is illegally denied compensatory
visitation after a decision has been issued, a
law enforcement agency may be directed to
deliver the child to the parent entitled to
visitation. (Art. 1. Secs. 1-6)

Also, if a parent who is liable for past-due
child support has made complete and timely
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payments for 36 consecutive months of the
current support amount due plus court-or
dered payment of past-due support, interest
on the remaining past-due amount will stop
accruing. However, if that parent fails, to
maintain the payments, the court may rein
state the interest as of the month the parent
ceased making p~yments. (Art. 2, Secs. 1-2)

The law, sponsoredbyRep. Andy Dawkins
(DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL
St. Paul), is effective Aug. 1, 1996.

HF2357/SFI996*/CH391

Paying too much
People who have overpaid a child support

or maintenance obligation will gain some
relief under a new law.

The law establishes a uniform system to
compensate overpayments that come as a
result of a modification of or error in the
amount owed. According to the law, public
agencies must apply the amount of the over
payment to reduce the amount of any child
support or maintenance-related payments
owed to a custodial parent.

If an overpayment amount remains after
any such debts are paid, current monthly
childsupport ormaintenance payments could
be trimmed by no more than 20 percent. The
lower payment would be in effect until the
credit for overpayment is exhausted.

Previously, counties handled such situa
tions in a variety of ways, causing some
confusion and frustration on the part ofthose
who have overpaid their obligations.

The law, sponsored by Rep. AliceJohnson
(DFL-SpringLake Park) and Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley), is effective Aug. 1, 1996.

HF2284*/SFl948/CH406

Penalties and prevention:
Group conferencing
(See Crime, page 17)

Penalties and prevention:
Penalizing domestic abusers

(See Crime, page 16)

Human services appropriations:
Adoption assistance

(See Human Services, page 44)

Omnibus tax bill:
Helping foster children

(See Taxes, page 54)

Transportation funding:
Designated parents

(See Transportation, page 56)
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Adoption rules

(See Dead Bills, page 72)

• GAMBLING
L---__

Canterbury tax break
The owners of Canterbury Park horse rac

ing track will receive a tax break that exempts
the first $12 million in wagering from a state
pari-mutuel tax under a new law.

The measure suspends the tax for three
years from July 1,1996, toJuly 1,1999. It is
expected to save the track $720,000 a year.
(Sec. 1)

The new law, most ofwhich became effec
tive April 12, 1996, also suspends until Dec.
31, 1999, the requirement that the racetrack
pay the state the value of unredeemed win
ning tickets. Thatamounts to about $300,000
annually. (Sec. 2)

Canterbury owners, who are losing money
on the operation, asked lawmakers for help.
Originally, they pushed for legalized card
games at the track but got nowhere. The track
would have made money by chargingpartici
pants to play in the card games. Lawmakers
dismissed the idea as an expansion of gam
bling in the state.

In addition, the law expands the group of
people the Gambling Control Board can cite
and fine up to $500 for violating gambling
laws to include sales clerks and others who
make sales on behalf of a gambling equip
ment distributor. (Sec. 3)

Themeasurewas sponsoredbySen. Charlie
Berg (DFL-Chokio) and Rep.johnDorn (DFL
Mankato).

HF2318*/SF2218/CH467

Retail lottery contracts
A new state law, effective Feb. 29, 1996,

reduces red tape for retailers who sell state
lottery tickets.

The law allows retailers to sell lottery tick
ets at more than one site under a single
contract with the state. The new law also will
change requirements for the posting ofbonds
by lottery retailers.

Previous law required a contract for lottery
sales at each retail location. That meant a
business person who ran five convenience
stores had to enter into five separate lottery
contracts with the state.

Also under previous law, all lottery retail
ers had to post a bond to protect the state's

financial interests. The new law makes the
posting ofbonds optional at the discretion of
the state lottery director.

The legislation was sponsored by Rep.
John Dorn (DFL-Mankato) and Sen. Jerry
Janezich (DFL-Chisholm).

HF2316/SFI936*/CH288

Omnibus tax bill:
Pulltab refunds

(See Taxes, page 53)

No cards at Canterbury
(See Dead Bills, page 72)

• GAME & FISH

Omnibus game, fish bill
It no longer will be a crime 'for kids to put

sunfish in their home aquariums.
The law makes a number of changes to the

state's hunting and fishing laws.
Under current law, transplanting a game

fish from a lake to an aquarium is a misde
meanor, punishable by up to 90 days in jail
and a $700 fine. The new law allows those
under age 16 to take by angling "fish for
display" in aquariums. The law limits the
take to no more than four fish ofeach species,
none ofwhich can exceed 10inches in length.
Not all fish can be taken, however. The law
specifies that only largemouth bass, small
mouth bass, yellow perch, rock bass, black
crappie, white crappie, bluegill pumpkin

It no longer will be a crime for kids to put sunfish
in their home aquariums under a new law. The law
makes a number of changes to the state's hunting
and fishing laws. HF2799/SF2445*/CH41O



Deer populations hurt by this winter's intense cold and heavy snow were helped by a new law. The law
provided $750,000 for an emergency deer feeding program in the northern one-third of the state. The
funds were made available March 2, 1996. HF2902/SF2596*/CH294

seed, green sunfish, orange spotted sunfish,
and black, yellow and brown bullheads are
permitted. (Sec. 43)

An amendment that would have allowed
adults to take fish for their aquariums was
removed in conference committee.

Other provisions in the law will:
• permit full-tilTl,e students who are non

residents to take big game, except moose,
if they buy a resident big game license.
Current law allows these students to take
only fish or small game (Sec. 28);

• require the DNR to seek public input on the
allowance to take antlered deer in more
than one zone, and whether the license to
do so should be extended to archery and
muzzle-loader hunters at no additional
fee. The DNRmust report the results to the
Legislature by March 1, 1997 (Sec. 51);
and

• permit the possession of trout or salmon
without the purchase ofa license stamp on
certain lakes where there are no limits and
the methods of taking fish go beyond
traditional hook and line. Currently, this
benefit is given only to anglers with a 24
hour license. (Sec. 44)
The provisions described above are effec

tive Aug. 1, 1996.
The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Bob

Milbert (DFL-South St. Paul) and Sen. Janet
Johnson (DFL-North Branch).

HF2799/SF2445*/CH41O

Feeding hungry deer

Deer populations hurt by this winter's
intense cold and heavy snow were helped by
a new law.

The law provided up to $750,000 for an
emergencydeer feeding programin the north
ern one-third of the state. The funds were
made available March 2.

The dollars came from a portion of the
proceeds from hunting and fishing licenses,
but the law did not increase the cost of those
licenses.

Rep. Tom Bakk (DFL-Cook), said he ini
tially proposed the law when he discovered
the Department of Natural Resources oper
ates a deer feeding program only in north
western - not northeastern - Minnesota.
The feeding program in the northwestern
portion of the state targets agricultural lands.
The DNR ran a deer feeding program in the
heavily-forested northeastern region in 1989
but discontinued it because it led to less than
a 3 percent increase in the deer population.
Bakk has said hunters from the northeast,
who contribute to the state's deer feeding
fund through their annual license fees, also
deserve an emergency feeding program.

The law calls for a study to be conducted to
examine the costs associated with the emer
gency deer feeding program and the effect
the project has on the deer population.

The proposal was sponsored by Bakk and
Sen. DougJohnson (DFL-Cook).

HF2902/SF2596*/CH294

Highlights

New tu~key stamp

A new law will help boost the state's wild
turkey population through additional license
fees paid by hunters.

Effective March 1, 1997, the state's ap
proximately 12,000 wild turkey hunters will
be charged an extra $5 each year.

Under current law, turkey hunters apply
for a permit with the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). The extra charge will be
for an additional stamp that turkey hunters
must purchase. (A similar stamp now exists
for those who wish to hunt migratory water
fowl or pheasant.)

About 90 percent ofthe funds raised by the
new turkey stamp will go to the DNR for
expanded wild turkey research and habitat
preservation. Although the bird is thriving in
parts of south central and southeast Minne
sota, wild turkeys are non-existent in other
areas of the state.

House sponsor Rep. Tom Hackbarth (R
Cedar) has said that some turkey hunters
were especially concerned, having heard that
the DNR considered reducing the amount of
funds going toward wild turkey research and
habitat development in outstate areas.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids).

HF1964/SFl775*/CH364

No trespassing
(See Crime, page 19)

Selected fees 1996-1997
(See page 60)

Hunting, fishing privilege?
(See Dead Bills, page 72)

r!!L-_G_O_V_E_R_N_M_E_N_T_

State government finance

The governor signed into law a $9.5 mil
lion state government omnibus spending
package (with the exception of one section)
passed by Legislature in 1996.

The law includes $6.4 million for a state
wide computer operating system, as well as
provisions to offiCially commemorate
women's suffrage and the end of slavery.

Items initially passed by the House but
dropped in conference committee include a
provision which would have required metal
shredding companies to get an environmen
tal impact statement before building such a
plant. The provision was aimed at a contro-
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versial plan for a kondirator project along the
Mississippi River in north Minneapolis.

Gov. Arne Carlson line-item vetoed a
$50,000 study that would have addressed
both the pending kondirator project and the
University of Minnesota's controversial plan
to refurbish a steam plant along the Missis
sippi River. (See Vetoed Bills, page xx)

The bill was sponsored by Rep. Tom
Rukavina (DFL-Virginia) and Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids). All of the
provisions detailed below took effect
March 28, 1996.

HF3214/SF2857*/CH390

Statewide information system
Under the law, a one-time appropriation

of $6.4 million is marked to fund a statewide
computer operating system. The appropria
tion is intended to fund updates to computer
software and hardware in the state's new
operating system, which was put into place
this year. (Sec. 6)

Target Center
The law aims to increase the state's use of

the Target Center and to limit costs associ
ated with it.

Under terms of the Target Center buyout,
$750,000 is appropriated annually to the
Amateur Sports Commission- a state board
- to enter into agreements with the Target
Center to conduct amateur sports events at
the arena.

The new law attempts to limit the amount of
ancillary costs incurred by the state. It also
allows the commission to resell reserved dates.

Also, the new law stipulates that at least 25
dates eachyear must be allocated for amateur
events in the Target Center. Previous law set
a maximum of 50 dates peryear but included
no minimum. Under previous law, the num
ber ofamateur events held at the arena sagged
because of the costs associated with using the

. building. (Sec. 33)

Celebrating emancipation
June 19, the date officially celebrated in

other areas of the nation as Juneteenth, is
designated as a day of recognition in Minne
sota, under the law.

Juneteenth is observed as the day the Eman
cipation Proclamation was first publicly read
in Texas in 1865. Although historians have
not been able to determine the exact date that
year when the proclamation abolishing sla
very was read, they believe it was sometime
between June 13 and 19.

The reading of the Emancipation Procla-
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mation (coming some two years after it was
issued by President Abraham Lincoln) made
Texas the last state to offiCially acknowledge
the end of slavery.

InitiallyproposedbyRep. RichardJefferson
(DFL-Mpls), the new provision adds
Juneteenth to the list ofstate days of recogni
tion such as Arbor Day and Ethnic American
Day. It will not be an official state holiday.
(Sec. 10)

Year 2000 Project
A total of $1.3 million is included in the

new law to fund the governor's Year 2000
Project. About 80 percent of the computer
programs used by the state will require modi
fications when the year changes from 1999 to
2000. Many computer programs cannot per
form arithmetic operations or sort data fields
when working with years outside of 1900 to
1999. (Sec. 4)

Remembering suffrage
The women's suffrage movement, which

observed its 75th anniversary last summer, is
to be commemorated in a memorial garden
on the grounds of the Minnesota State Capi
tol. The new law includes $250,000 to be
used in conjunction with $50,000 in private
funds for the project.

Theprivate money is to be used for plaques,
benches, and educational materials to be
distributed in connection with the garden.

Plans call for the garden to be constructed
on a 100-foot-by-150-foot section of Capitol
grounds that is south of ConstitutionAvenue
near Cedar Street, close to the location of the
1996 Winter Carnival ice slide. (Sec. 5)

Technology provision in budget
The law requires the governor to submit a

separate information technology expendi
ture as part of the biennial budget.

The new component of the budget must
include detailed recommendations on the
state's technology initiatives for the current
and following biennium. The new measure
also requires the governor to prioritize each
project. (Sec. 13)

Clearing the backlog
A total of $300,000 is marked for the

Department of Human Rights this biennium
to clear its backlog of cases.

Originally proposed by Rep. Matt Entenza
(DFL-St. Paul), the provision appropriated
funds to solve a problem that was the subject
of aJanuary 1996 report by the Office of the
Legislative Auditor.

The report found the department had not
processeddiscriminationcomplaints ina timely
manner and had not effectively used the its
own case-tracking system. (Sec. 8)

No new airport

A new law bans the construction of a new
international airport in Dakota County.

The measure, most ofwhich became effec
tive April 13, 1996, instead calls for expan
sion of the existing airport near Bloomington
with a new north-south runway designed to
increase capacity. It is expected to cost less
than $1 billion. (Art. 3, Sec. 6)

The legislation, however, does not autho
rize the building of a new terminal on the
current airport's west side.

It also prohibits construction of a third
parallel runway that would have directed air
traffic - and the noise that accompanies it
- deeper into Minneapolis. It also creates
extra protection to prevent it from being
built. (Art. 3, Sec. 10)

Even if the Legislature changes its mind
and someday authorizes a third parallel run
way, that runway could not be built without
the approval of affected cities in the area
(Minneapolis, St. Paul, Bloomington,
Richfield, Mendota Heights, and Eagan). It
requires the Metropolitan Airports Commis
sion (MAC) to sign contracts with each city
stating that it will not construct a third paral
lel runway without the affected city's ap
proval.

If MAC fails to negotiate the contracts by
Jan. 1, 1997, the airports commission must
pay each city with which it fails to sign a
contract (property owners would be third
party beneficiaries) twice the amount of
money it usually does for airport noise miti
gation.

The new law also requires a report on the
environmental effects of expanding the air
port and requires MAC to spend no less than
$185 million between 1996 and 2002 for
soundproofing homes, schools, and other
publicly owned buildings as well as for ac
quiring property impacted by the noise. Fur
thermore, the airports commission must
sound insulate and air condition four Minne
apolis schools and two Richfield schools.
(Art. 3, Sec. 13)

Another provision in the new law prohib
its noisy aircraft from using the airport after
Dec. 31, 1999. Specifically prohibited would
be aircraft not complying with stage 3 noise
levels, which means only newer planes or



A new law bans the construction of a new international airport in Dakota County. The measure, most
of which became effective April 13, 1996, instead calls for expansion of the existing airport near
Bloomingtonwith a new north-south runway designed to reduce flights over Minneapolis. It is expected
to cost less than $1 billion. The legislation, however, does not authorize the building of a new terminal
on the current airport's west side. HF3012*/SF2365/CH464

older ones with noise mitigation devices
would be allowed. (Art. 3, Sec. 5)

Aseparate section of the new law, effective
upon compliance by local authorities, aims
to redirect the expansion of the Mall of
America to keep room available for the ex
pansion of the Minneapolis-St. Paul Interna
tional Airport and save the airports
commission and the city of Bloomington
some money. (Art. I, Sec. 8)

The measure authorizes the city of
Bloomington to transfer a nine-year-old TIF
district east ofthe mall to the north side of the
mall.

To do that, the Metropolitan Sports Facili
ties Commission would have to be willing to
sell its lucrative piece of land on the north
siqe - the Met Center site - for the mall's
new development.

If the sports commission sells the land, it
would free up the east side land to help make
room for the airport expansion.

Switching the taxing district is necessary
because under its current contract with the
city of Bloomington, the mall must expand
wherever its special taxing district lies.

If the mall continued to expand on the east
side and the airport expansion materialized,
state safety rules would dictate that the mall's
east side development be razed because it
would be too close to a runway.

Not only would it be a waste, but if the
airports commission and the city of
Bloomington came in at that time to buy up
the already-developed land, the cost of the

property would be significant.
The law was sponsored by Rep. Dee Long

(DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St.
Louis Park).

HF3012*/SF2365/CH464

Protecting volunteers

A new state law will bring changes in
workers' compensation coverage for some of
the people who help respond to floods and
other natural disasters.

The new measure, effective Aug. 1,1996,
also makes other changes in the laws govern
ing the emergency management division of
the state Department of Public Safety.

Under the law, people who volunteer to
assist a local government unit in an emer
gency situation will be considered employ
ees of that unit for the purposes of workers'
compensation.

The provision will apply only to volun
teers who register with the local political unit
and are under its direction and control.

Also, those volunteers will be covered un
der laws that grant local government units
limited immunity from liability when claims
for damages are made (such as property
damage claims).

Another provision in the new law will
require the state to reimburse local govern
ment units for the salary and other expenses
of local government employees activated by
the state in emergency situations.

Highlights

Changes in the new law are considered
part of a shift in emphasis in the emergency
management division from a civil defense
role to one of disaster response.

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Roger
Cooper (DFL-Bird Island) and Sen. David
Knutson (R-Burnsville).

HF2229/SF2319*/CH344

Chicano-Latino council

Anew lawbrings greater geographic diver
sity to the Minnesota Spanish-Speaking Af
fairs Council and changes the group's name.

The law, effective April 3, 1996, also in
creases the number of members on the gov
ernor-appointed council from seven to 11,
including eight members representing each
of the state's congressional districts and three
members appointed at large. Two non-vot
ing members from both the House and the
Senate also will sit on the council.

The group will now be called the Minne
sota Council on Affairs of ChicanolLatino
People. (Sec. 3)

The term "ChicanolLatino" is defined as a
person born in or a descendant of people
from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Co
lombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Panama,
Paraguay, Puerto Rico, Uruguay, orVenezu
ela.

The council has expressed concern that
their sevenmembers do not represent outstate
interests. Its current members, who are ap
pointed by the governor, predominantly rep
resent the metro area.

The law also makes minor changes to laws
relating to the Council on Black Minneso
tans, the Indian Affairs Council, and the
Council on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Matt
Entenza (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. SandyPappas
(DFL-St. Paul).

HF2193/SF1902 */CH420

Recognizing Taiwan

A resolution the Legislature passed calls
for the UnitedStates to recognize the Repub
lic of China (Taiwan) and asks that it be
admitted as a member of the United Nations.
The governor filed the resolution without his
signature.

The resolution (HF14) calls for the United
States government to consider rendering ac-
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tive support to "expedite the full participa
tion of the Republic of China in the interna
tional community."

Rep. MikeJaros (DFL-Duluth), who spon
sored the measure, said Taiwan is the 14th
largest trading nation in the world.

The U.S. established full diplomatic rela
tions with the People's Republic of China in
1979. It severed its diplomatic relations with
Taiwan but still maintains trade relations.

Copies of the resolution will be forwarded
to Congress and other federal offices.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls) sponsored
the measure in the Senate.

HFI4*/SF2305lResolution 4

Paying bills, recycling

A Department of Finance housekeeping
bill signed into law requires that when a state
agency hires another state agency to perform
a job, the bill must be paid as if the contract
were with any other vendor - or generally
within 30 days.

In some cases, state agencies have been
delaying payments to other state agencies.
(Sec. 3, Subd. la)

Other provisions in the new law dictate
that state agenciesnot undertake capitalbuild
ing improvements without specific legisla
tive authority (Sec. 5) and that by Dec. 31,
1996, the commissioner of administration
recycle at least 60 percent (by weight) of the
solid waste generated by state offices and
other state operations in the metropolitan
area. That's up from 40 percent in current
law. (Sec. 9, Subd. 9)

The new law, much of which takes effect
Aug. 1, 1996, was sponsored by Rep. Phyllis
Kahn (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul).

HF2218*/SF2219/CH457

Camp Ripley facilities

Effective Aug. 1, 1996, a new state law
aims to encourage state agencies to use Camp
Ripley facilities for official conferences and
meetings.

The law designates the Morrison County
military base as the "State of Minnesota Edu
cation and Training Center."

And the law stipulates that state agencies
may use Camp Ripley facilities for meetings,
seminars, and other gatherings that would
not normally be held at agency offices.

Supporters of the new law say it will lead
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-
to cost savings for the state and will make
better use of Camp Ripley facilities. Federal
use of the base facilities has waned because of
cuts in defense spending in recent years.

Under the new law, state agencies will be
allowed to contract with other conference
facilities if Camp Ripley facilities are not
available.

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Steve
Wenzel (DFL-Little Falls) and Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd).

HF2858*/SF2564/CH332

Settlement payments

Effective March 27,1996, a new state law
prOvides funds to settle two separate disputes
involving state agencies - one an age dis
crimination case; another involving payment
for services for disabled workers.

A total of $725,000 is appropriated for a
settlement between the rehabilitation ser
vices branch of the Department ofEconomic
Security and providers of extended employ
ment program services.

Rehabilitation facilities receive state funds
for helping Minnesotans with severe disabili
ties who need ongoing support services to
keep working.

A performance-based funding system re
wards rehabilitation facilities for their perfor
mance on a complex set of factors, including
placement and retention in competitive jobs
and wages.

The funding system requires detailed au
dits to determine payment to the rehabilita
tion facilities. And the results of those audits
are sometimes disputed.

The new law provides funds to resolve
such disputes with numerous rehabilitation
facilities.

Also, the new law provides funds to settle
an age discrimination case involving the state
ombudsman for corrections.

The ombudsman's office receives com
plaints from inmates and staffof correctional
facilities, performs investigations, and makes
recommendations for resolving conflicts.

The 1993 firing of a deputy ombudsman
prompted an age discrimination lawsuit to
be filed against the ombudsman. After a
judgment in favor the former employee, the
two sides agreed to a settlement calling for
$250,000 in damages to be paid by the state.

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Loren
Solberg (DFL-Bovey) and Sen. Gene Merriam
(DFL-Coon Rapids).

HF3271/SF2874*/CH371

Claims against the state

A new law will pay individuals who have
claims against the state for everything from
overdue war veteran bonuses to injuries sus
tained while performing community service
work.

The law, effective March 22, 1996, totals
about $97,000.

It also appropriates $4,180 to a Grygla,
Minn., individual who overpaid tax on an
airplane in 1989 and another $4,000 to one
individual who spent $8,000 to build a use
less stone wall to prevent erosion based on
erroneous information from the Department
of Natural Resources. The remaining $4,000
will come from the department's existing
budget. (Sec. 3)

The Claims Committee, ajoint panel com
posed of House and Senate members, con
siders claims made against the state each
year. The panel serves as a court oflast resort
for those who feel the state is responsible for
a financial loss. A person can pay a $5 filing
fee and plead their case for reimbursement.

This year's measure, sponsored by Rep.
Edgar Olson (DFL-Fosston) and Sen. Randy
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), contains claims that
range from $7.50 to $4,180.

Most of the claims contained in the new
law apply to the Department of Veterans
Affairs to compensate Minnesota veterans for
state-authorized bonuses based on their
length of military service during wartime.
Each veteran must apply for the bonus. The
law appropriates about $80,000 for the bo
nuses. (Sec. 6)

Other funds in the bill include $7,120 for
pre-paid claims against the Department of
Corrections as well as for three people who
were injured while performingcourt-ordered
community work. (Sec. 1)

HF3217*/SF2835/CH360

Capital projects:
Capitol repairs

(See Bonding, page 11)

Reducing mandates
(See Higher Education, page 41)

Data Practices Act
(See Law, page 49)

Candidate leave vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 62)

Legislative auditing
(See Vetoed Bills, page 63)



Non-English services
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)

No new council
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)

No planning report
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)

Is this office necessary?
(See Dead Bills, page 72)

• HEALTH

Hospital stays after birth

Mothers and their newborn babies will
have the option to stay in the hospital a little
longer under a new law signed by Gov. Arne
Carlson.

The new law, effective March 20, 1996,
requires insurance companies to coveramini
mum of 48 hours of inpatient care follOwing
an uncomplicated vaginal delivery and at
least 96 hours of inpatient care follOwing an
uncomplicated cesarean section.

Currently, many mothers and newborns
are being sent home 24 hours after delivery
and doctors worry about the health risks to
both patients.

Mothers and their newborn babies will have the
option to stay in the hospital a little longer under
a new law that became effective March 20,1996.
It requires insurance companies to cover a
minimum of 48 hours of inpatient care following
an uncomplicated vaginal delivery and at least 96
hours ofinpatient care following anuncomplicated
cesarean section. HF2008*/SFl791/CH335

Under existing law, hospital patients can
sign a waiver to be released whenever they
dictate, so a mother could still leave before 48
or 96 hours. No doctor or health plan, how
ever, could force a mother and child to leave
before 48 or 96 hours elapse following the
delivery, depending on the method of deliv
ery.

The new law also prohibits health plans
from providing any compensation or other
non-medical benefit to encourage a mother
and newborn to leave the hospital early.

Should a mother leave the hospital before
48 or 96 hours have elapsed, her insurance
company must provide coverage for the op
tion of one home visit by a registered nurse,
under the new law. Services provided by the
nurse include parent education, training in
breast and bottle feeding, and conducting
any necessary and appropriate clinical tests.

The new law does not apply to businesses
that are self-insured or to health plans ad
ministeredby the state, suchas MinnesotaCare
or Medical Assistance.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Joe
Opatz (DFL-St. Cloud) and Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley).

HF2008*/SF1791/CH335

Penalties for practitioners

A new law gives the Minnesota Board of
Psychology the authority to impose civil pen
alties against psychologists and psychologi
cal practitioners who violate the board's rules
of conduct.

According to the law, the board may im
pose a civil penalty of up to $5,000 for each
violation of its rules. Current law gives other
professional boards similar authority. The
new law brings the board of psychology into
conformity with this practice.

The law also adds two new violations to the
statutorylist ofgrounds for disciplinaryaction.
The board may impose disciplinary action if a
member "has demonstrated an inability to
practice psychology with reasonable skill and
safety to clients due to any mental or physical
illness or condition." (Sec. 16, subd. 9)

Members are also prohibited from engag
ing in so-called "fee splitting." Fee splitting
entails the follOwing practices: paying or
receiving (or offering to payor receive) com
pensation primarily for the referral ofclients;
dividing fees with another person or profes
sional that are not in proportion to the ser
vices provided by the respective parties;
referring clients to providers in which the

Highlights

licensee has a significant financial interest
(unless the interest is disclosed in advance);
or dispensing for profit any instrument, test,
procedure, or device, unless the licensee has
disclosed hislher profit interest in advance.
(Sec. 16, subd. 10)

The law, which is effective Aug. 1, 1996,
was sponsored by Rep. Steve Kelley (DFL
Hopkins) and Sen. Don Betzold (DFL
Fridley).

HF11 57/SF842*/CH424

Following orders

A new law effective Aug. 1,1996, makes it
clear nurses may fill the medical orders of a
doctor from another state.

Although under statute nurses are permit
ted to perform"delegated medicalfunctions,"
the Board of Nursing has interpreted that to
mean only functions ordered by doctors li
censed in Minnesota. Under the Medical
Practices Act, which regulates physicians in
Minnesota, only doctors licensed here are
considered to have the authOrity to practice
medicine in Minnesota.

Thishasn'tbeen amajorproblem for nurses,
but this year the question was raised about
what nurses should do when faced with'
orders from a doctor in another state.

The new law makes it clear that a nurse
may perform medical care procedures at the
direction of a doctor, podiatrist, or dentist
licensed in another state, U.S. territory, or
Canadian province if that doctor, podiatrist,
or dentist has examined the patient in the
doctor's home state.

This should help nurses, especially those
in border communities near North Dakota,
South Dakota, Iowa, and Wisconsin. In bor
der communities, patients do cross state lines
for medical care. Also, the change in the law
will help nurses who work with college stu
dents who attend school in Minnesota but
have a medical condition treated by a doctor
at home in another state.

To date, the issue hasn't presented much of
a problem because when a nurse deals with a
patient whose doctor is from another state,
the nurse finds a Minnesota doctor to sign off
on the medical order, said ShirleyA. Brekken,
associate executive director of the Minnesota
Board of Nursing. Sometimes that practice
adds red tape and costs to a patient's treat
ment.

Also, she said, few problems were appar
ent because doctors living in communities
that border on two or more states are often
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licensed in more than one state.
Brekken acknowledged, however, that

some nurses may have been filling medical
orders from outside doctors without realiz
ing they shouldn't.

The measure was sponsored by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) and Rep. Roger
Cooper (DFL-Bird Island).

HF2558*/SF2335/CH318

Registered professionals

Agency rules that require speech-language
pathologists and audiologists to register an
nually with the Department of Health and
meet certain educational and clinical training
requirements have been transferred into state
law.

Audiologists diagnose and treat hearing
disorders. They can dispense hearing aids
and devices that alert and amplify.

Speech-language pathologists diagnose and
treat disorders of speech, articulation, flu
ency, voice, and language.

Under thenewstatute,whichcontainsnearly
identical requirements to the agency rule, no
one can use the following terms in an occupa
tional title unless they are registered with the
Department of Health and have met certain
standards: speech' patholOgist, language pa
thologist, audiologist, speech therapist, or
speech clinician.

In general, the standards require that an
applicant for registration has done his or her
graduate or doctoral work and clinical
practicumin aschool accreditedby the Ameri
can Speech-language-Hearing Association.

Course work in biology, the physical sci
ences, social and behavior sciences, andmath
ematics is reqUired. Also needed is course
work on the anatomic and physiologicbases of
speech, language, and hearing; the physical
and psychophysical bases ofspeech, language
and hearing; and the lingUistic and
psycholinguistic aspects. Candidates must
study speech, language, and hearing disorders
in children as well as those that occur in adults.

Audiologists must complete required
course work in hearing evaluation, hearing
disorders and in speech and language disor
ders. Speech-language pathologists must
complete course work in speech and lan
guage disorders as well as hearing evaluation
and hearing disorders.

In addition to course work, applicants for
registration must undergo clinical training as
a student and postgraduate and must achieve
a qualifying score on the National Examina
tion in Speech-Language Pathology or Audi-
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ology. Continuing education is also required.
The measure, effective Aug. 1, 1996, was

sponsored by Rep. Becky Lourey (DFL
Kerrick) and Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples).

HF2340*/SF2158/CH363

Unmarked cars OK

Effective Feb. 16, 1996, employees with
the Department of Health's Disease Preven
tion and Control Division can use unmarked
motor vehicles for work, under a new law.

The law adds a handful of health depart
ment employees to the list of those autho
rized to drive unmarked state motorvehicles.

The law was proposed both to keep state
employees from using their own cars for
work and to prevent embarrassing residents
by having a labeled health department van
visit their home. The job duties of the em
ployees include notifying people who are
infected with a sexually transmitted disease.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Bill
Haas (R-Champlin) and Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley).

HF211a/SF1862*/CH269

Investigating physicians
(See Crime, page 19)

Penalties and prevention:
Home visits

(See Crime, page 16)

Penalties and prevention:
Inmate health care
(See Crime, page 17)

Workers' compensation study
(See Employment, page 27)

Higher education funding
(See Higher Education, page 40)

Human services appropriations
(See Human Services, page 43)

Long-term care policies
(See Insurance, page 48)

Lyme disease
(See Insurance, page 48)

Omnibus insurance bill:
Cancer screening

(See Insurance, page 47)

Omnibus insurance bill:
Insurance choices

(See Insurance, page 47)

Data Practices Act
(See law, page 49)

Regulating veterinarians
(See law, page 50)

Hospital merger
(See Retirement, page 52)

Gender specific
(See Sports, page 53)

Medical waiver law
(See Transportation, page 57)

Extending the statute
(See Vetoed Bills, page 65)

MinnesotaCare veto
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)

Omnibus human services bill
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)

Short-lived apology
(See Dead Bills, page 73)

Steam plant, kondirator survive
(See Dead Bills, page 71)

• HIGHER EDUCATION I

Higher education funding

A $14.4 million higher education spend
ing law reqUires changes in the tenure code
for the University of Minnesota academic
health center.

The new law provides supplemental fund
ing for the state's higher education institu
tions, including the University of Minnesota
(U of M) and the Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities (MnSCU) system. The dol
lars become available July 1, 1996.

A total of $9 million is set aside for the
U of M. (Sec. 4)

The state will spend $6.6 million to ;e
structure the academic health center, but the
money is contingent upon specific perfor
mance goals.

The academic health center includes the
medical school and dentistry, public health,
nursing, and veterinary programs. Money for
the center will be used to improve technol
ogy and update the curriculum.

Ninety percent of the academic health cen
ter appropriation - about $5.9 million - is
contingentupon the U ofM makingchanges to
the personnel policies in the center.

The law states that the Legislature "re
quests" the school to pursue changes in the
tenure code for the academic health center
without infringing on academic freedom.

Critics say the tenure code is often used as



A higher education spending law requires changes in the tenure code for the University of Minnesota
academic health center. Critics say the tenure code is often used as a job protection device that drains
resources from academic programs. HF3239/SF2849*/CH395

ajob protection device that drains resources
from academic programs.

Specifically, U of M trustees have to allow
for changes in the base salary for health
center faculty and provide streamlined pro
cedures for termination.

The remaining 10 percent of the $6.6
million for the academic health center is
earmarked for the University of Minnesota
Duluth (UMD) medicalschool. But the money
hinges on the continued development of the
medical school as a rural health center, which
aims to produce more medical professionals
to serve rural areas.

Under the law, UMD must expand the
training ofrural nurse practitioners, pharma
cists, physician assistants, and general prac
titioners. The school also must develop
electronic links to facilitate video confer
ences and the transmission of images and
other information.

Another $2 million in the law will be used
for interactive communications technology
to link academic health center facilities in
Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Duluth and other
community-based sites.

The law also includes $5.3 million for the
MnSCU system. Most of the money will
bolster technology on the campuses. (Sec. 3)

Under the measure, about $4.5 million will
be made available in the form of technology
grants to improve learning in the classroom.

Grants ofup to $250,000 are to be awarded
to state colleges and universities on a com
petitive basis. A review panel, including fac
ulty, students, and amember ofthe Minnesota

High Technology Council will decide who
receives the grants.

Both the governor and lawmakers have
established technological upgrades at educa
tional institutions - at all grade levels - as
a high priority this year.

Also, the law includes $800,000 for the U
of M and MnSCU to initiate a joint project to
coordinate distance learning efforts and im
prove such programs. (Sec. 5)

Other provisions of the new law will:
• provide $150,000 for the establishment of

a statewide on-line library system. The
dollars will fund a library planning task
force whose goal is to set up an on-line
system to serve colleges, public libraries,
and public schools (Sec. 2); and

• spend $150,000 to upda~e the technology
used in the state's six regional farm busi
ness management programs, which aim to
help farmers learn business skills and im
prove profits. (Sec. 3)
A total of $1.5 million to increase living and

miscellaneous allowances in state grants for
college students was line-item vetoed by the
governor, as was a $50,000 appropriation to
repay college loans for graduates ofMinnesota
law schools who practice low-paying, public
interest law. (See Vetoed Bills, page 73)

Rep. Tony Kinkel (DFL-Park Rapids) and
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls)
sponsored the new law.

HF3239/SF2849*/CH395

Highlights

Reducing mandates

If there is a foot of fresh snow on the
ground and travel is dangerous in Bemidji,
the president ofthe local state university may
want to close the campus for the day.

But in the past he couldn't do it on his own.
Previous state law said the ultimate decision
had to be made by officials 220 miles south
in St. Paul. .

A new state law changes all that and aims
to get rid of state mandates that neither
bolster education nor improve accountabil
ity at state-funded higher education institu
tions, according to House sponsor Rep. Gene
Pelowski (DFL-Winona).

The law grew out of a collaboration be
tween lawmakers, system officials, college
students, faculty, and administrators. The
goal is to allow higher education institutions
to devote more of their energy to educating
and less time and resources wrestling with
unnecessary state regulations.

The law represents a philosophical shift in
government's role in the delivery of higher
education, according to Pelowski. The state
still sets performance expectations for the
systems and campuses, but the institutions
are given more decision-making authority to
meet those expectations.

One example is the simplification of pro
cedures for closing campuses in weather
emergencies.

Under the law, officials at Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) system
campuses no longer must get approval from
the Department of Employee Relations to
close a campus because of bad weather.

Most changes became effective April 3,
1996. The list below includes some of the
highlights.
• Purchasing by MnSCU institutions is made

more efficient and cost effective. Under
previous law, campuses had the authOrity
to make purchases up to only $1,500, and
most purchases had to be made through
the state Department of Administration.
But campus officials have said they often
pay the state more than they would pay
local merchants for the same products,
whether it's toilet paper or computer disks.
The law exempts the institutions from
state purchasing requirements.

• Many reporting requirements are dropped.
Officials from the colleges and universities
considered some of the reports reqUired to
be especially onerous. For example, cam
puses had to file a report any time refresh
ments were served at a meeting. The report
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Highlights

had to list the names ofall in attendance and
disclose what was served and its cost. The
report then had to be signed by appropriate
campus officials and filed with the Depart
ment of Finance. The new law exempts the
MnSCU system and its campuses from this
and many other reporting requirements.

. • Proof of immunization mandates are altered
to spare colleges and universities a lot of
paperwork. Current law requires that each
student produce evidence ofimmunization
in order to register for classes. The new law
stipulates thatbeginningin 1997, theschools
do not have to get immunization records
from students who are graduates of Minne
sotahighschools. Deterrniningwhetherstu
dents are properly immunized will be done
at the high school level.

• Common calendar requirements on the
books also are changed. A 1995 law re
quired all MnSCU campuses to begin the
school year at the same time. The law
sought to ease transfers between schools.
But some college officials complained the
change would complicate local arrange
ments, such as those between technical
colleges and school districts. The new law
stipulates that co-locatedinstitutions (most
often community and technical colleges)
be on the same calendar, but all institu
tions are otherwise free to set a calendar in
the best interests of the students.
Pelowski has said that the collaborative

effort to reduce mandates on higher educa
tion institutions demonstrates that reform
"doesn't have to be a partisan affair."

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing).

HF2206*/SF2143/CH398

Job protection

Anew state law extends limitedjob protec
tion to some employees adversely affected by
the merger of the state universities, technical
colleges, and community colleges.

After the 1995 merger, some technical col
lege employeeswho had been considered clas
sified employees oflocal schools under the old
system became unclassified employees of the
state under the new Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities (MnSCU) system.

The change meant a loss of layoff protec
tion for the affected employees, including
clerical, administrative, and other profes
sional personnel.

Effective March 27, 1996, the new law
requires that most of those employees have
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the same rights as classified employees when
it comes to seniority, layoffs, and recall.

The law will remain in effect until the
professional employees and MnSCU canreach
an agreement to resolve the situation.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. John
Dorn (DFL-Mankato) and Sen. Len Price
(DFL-Woodbury).

HF2720/SF2260*/CH373

Capital projects:
State colleges

(See Bonding, page 10)

Capital projects:
University of Minnesota

(See Bonding, page 10)

Penalties and prevention:
Juvenile monitoring
(See Crime, page 16)

Registered professionals
(See Health, page 40)

Grant funds vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 67)

No convention center bonds
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

Saving for tuition
(See Dead Bills, page 73)

Tuition breaks
(See Dead Bills, page 73)

• L-- _

Public nuisances

Acts that constitute apublicnuisancewithin
rental properties are clarified bya new law.

Prostitution, gambling, disorderlyconduct,
drug activity, illegal sales or gifts of alcohol,
and unlawful possession of firearms are ex
amples of behavior that may constitute a
public nuisance, according to current law.
The new law makes clear when such behav
iors trigger the nuisance law relating to rental
properties.

The new law states that proofofa nuisance
exists if two or more incidents involving the
above behavior are committed within abuild
ing dUring a 12-monthperiod. Ifthe building
contains more than one rental unit, two or
more incidents must consist of conduct:
• by the same tenant or lessee, or people

acting with or under control of the same
tenant or lessee;

• within the same rental unit, or within two
or more rental units, while occupied by the
same tenant or lessee; or

• by the owner of the building or persons
acting in conjunction with or under the
control of the owner.
Rep. Jean Wagenius (DFL-Mpls) and Sen.

Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls) sponsored the law,
which is effective June 1, 1996.

HF2509 */SF2098/CH322

Problem tenants

Anew state law aims to help landlords and
residents fight drugs and prostitution.

The proposal, sponsored in the House by
Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Mpls), makes it easier
for community members to get the names
and addresses of suspicious drivers in the
neighborhood. It also attempts to give land
lords an easier route to both keeping out bad
tenants and evicting drug dealers.

The law's provisions include:
• waiving the $1.50 fee required to obtain

motor vehicle registration information.
Effective Aug. 1, 1996, community mem
bers who work to fight crime will be able
to learn the identities of suspicious-look
ing drivers in their areas at no charge.
Neighborhood groups could use this in
formation to send "notice" letters to the
drivers to let them know they are being
watched. Minneapolis police already do
this, Clark has said, but the new law will
allow more letters to be sent by enlisting
the help of community members;

• adding to lease provisions the "purchase" of
a drugas grounds for eviction, effectiveAug.
1, 1996. According to Clark, community
crime officershave said there is a loophole in
current law that prevents landlords from
evicting tenants solely for a drug purchase.
She said it is easier to evict when drugs are
found in a tenant's apartment; and

• speCifying, effective Aug. 1, 1996, that
tenant screening agencies must get the full
name and date of birth of those seeking
housing. Full names and dates ofbirth are
required by the FBI to do criminal history
searches. Full names are also required to
do an accurate background check on pre
vious residences, Clark said. She said many
landlords end up with problem tenants
because they didn't get such information
before offering the tenant a lease.
The proposal was sponsored in the Senate

by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL- Mpls).
HF2040*/SF1811/CH328



Interest on deposits

Effective March 22, 1996, damage or secu
rity deposits held for tenants by landlords
will not accrue as much interest.

Previously, the annual interest rate for
such deposits was 4 percent, which is a full
percentage point ilbove what most banks are
offering for savings accounts.

Under the new law, landlords must pay
only 3 percent interest on a tenant's security
deposit.

Should the law remain the same in the year
1999, the interest rate would climb to 4
percent. This provision would be subject to
review by the 1998 Legislature.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Loren
Jennings (DFL-Harris) and Sen.James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul).

HF2672 */SF2135/CH357

Right to privacy

A new law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, eases
the requirements of previous law governing
the privacy rights of tenants.

The measure changes a 1995 tenant's pri
vacy law that some tenants and landlords
have said is too strict, according to House
sponsor Rep. Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls).

Under the law, a landlord or resident care
taker can enter the apartment of a tenant who
is over age 55 to do prearranged housekeep
ing. Underthe 1995 law, landlords are subject
to monetary penalties if they enter an apart
ment without a reasonable business purpose
orwithout giving the tenant reasonable notice.
The 1996 change added prearranged house
keeping to the list of "reasonable business
purposes" under which a landlord may enter
after reasonable notice to the tenant.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul).

HF2242/SF2196*/CH367

Deterring illicit activity

Vacant houses in the inner city could lose
their allure to criminals, under a new state
law.

The law provides a nonexclusive list of the
means for securing avacantbuilding that the city
may order and require the owner to pay for.

Besides inviting the danger ofdrug dealing
and prostitution, vacant buildings cost tax
dollars in frequent police calls, lost
homeowners, and increased refurbishing
costs due to wire-stripping and plumbing
removal, proponents argue.

The law applies to all cities in Minnesota.
House sponsor Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Mpls)
has estimated there are about 400 aban
doned houses alone in the Phillips neighbor
hood of Minneapolis. That neighborhood
home to Clark's district - is bound by Lake
Street, Interstate 94, Hiawatha Avenue, and
Interstate 35W.

In the metro area, a neighborhood organi
zation can request specific means ofsecuring
a building. Current Minneapolis regulations
require building owners to secure and some
times board up property left vacant because
it is condemned or foreclosed. But owners
can be hard to find and unwilling to pay 
a reality that costs.

The Minneapolis Police Department spent
about $30,000 last year to board up vacant
buildings. Police have said that price is much
cheaper than the legal costs of pursuing
property owners.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls) sponsored
the proposal in the Senate.

HF2039/SF1812*/CH286

Allowing larger loans

Homeowners seeking a home improve
ment loan from a local housing authority
could receive twice as much as current stat
ute allows under a new law effective Aug. 1,
1996.

The lawhikes the maximum rehabilitation
loan amount for low- and moderate-income
families from $10,000 to $20,000. State hous
ing officials have said the current limit hin
ders their program.

There could be a slight decrease in the
number of persons helped, Tonja Orr of the
Minnesota Housing FinanceAgencyhas said.
But she said under the current minimum,
some people are being turned away because
the agency has determined that $10,000
won't adequately finance a proposed project.

Another provision clarifies the agency's
loan program for nonprofits. Under the cur
rent policy, nonprofits can qualify for special
loans if they rehabilitate single or multifamily
housing and show "the demonstration of
new techniques for energy efficient construc
tion." The bill would strike that language and
broaden the program to include "innova
tions" in general, not just energy-efficient
innovations.

Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Mpls) and Sen.
Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch) spon
sored the law.

HF2129/SF1925*/CH298

Highlights

Moving mobile homes

EffectiveAug. 1, 1996, a new state law will
provide additional protection for manufac
tured home owners who face being removed
from or relocated in the mobile home parks
in which they live.

Existing law allows park owners to order
the removal of a resident's manufactured
home if the owner plans to make improve
ments to the premises that will substantially
benefit the health and safety of residents.

In such cases, park owners are required to
give residents 90 days notice.

The new law requires that. notice to in
clude astatement identifyinghow the planned
park improvements will benefit the health
and safety of residents.

Supporters of the new measure said it will
help protect park residents by making sure
they receive an explanation of why they are
being forced to move.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Mike
Delmont (DFL-Lexington) and Sen. Steve
Novak (DFL-New Brighton).

HF2154*/SFl845/CH311

Omnibus development bill:
Housing Finance Agency
(See Development, page 21)

Omnibus tax bill:
Special service,

housing improvement districts
(See Taxes, page 54)

No convention center bonds
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

11.1 HUMAN SERVICESDlL--__
Human services appropriations

A $14.8 million health and human ser
vices supplemental budget bill containing
money for nursing homes and people with
disabilities has been signed into law.

The measure, much of which is effective
July 1, 1996, spends $5 million on nursing
homes (Art. 1, Sec. 2) and attaches a 30-day
residency requirement for persons who ap
ply for Aid to Families with Dependent Chil
dren, MedicalAssistance ,GeneralAssistance,
or General Assistance Medical Care. (Art. 2,
Sec. 8, Subd. 1; Art. 2, Sec. 38, Subd. 12a)

One of the most significant portions of the
new law restores millions in cuts made by the
1995 Legislature to a program that helps
people with disabilities live independently at
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home instead of in a group home or nursing
home. (Art. 2, Sec. 20; Art. 5 Secs. 17-19)

Without the $4.7 million in the supple
mental budget bill, hundreds of adults and
children with disabilities would have lost the
help they receive at home.

Last year, at the urging of Gov. Arne
Carlson, lawmqkers cut a program that pro
vides in-home personal care attendants (PCA)
for the disabled. The cuts were scheduled to
go into effectjuly 1, 1996.

One section ofthe 1995 law required those
receiving the help of a PCA to be capable of
directing their own care or be cared for by
family members or placed in an institution.
Another section reduced by 12.5 percent the
maximum number of personal care service
hours a recipient may receive ..

And still another section directly affected
mentally ill adults by eliminating services a
PCA could provide. Specifically, the 1995
law cut what are called "prompting" and
"monitoring" services. That meant mentally
ill adults could no longer rely on a PCA to
remind them to take medication, prepare
meals, or help them get to and from medical
appointments.

The new law restores those cuts, elimi
nates the requirement that recipients be able
to direct their own care, and reinstates ser
vices such as prompting and monitoring.

Rep. Lee Greenfield (DFL-Mpls) and Sen.
Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) sponsored
the measure. Below are other highlights of
the new law. .

HFI584*/SFI703/CH451

Welfare reductions
Welfare programs will see a $30 million

reduction due not to cutbacks but to fewer
people needing help. Forecasts used last year
to put togetherthe 1996-1997 two-year bud
get for human services overestimated how
many people would participate in public
assistance programs.

Reliance on welfare has decreased because
Minnesota's job market is in good shape,
according to state officials. Officials also credit
MinnesotaCare for keeping more people
off welfare. MinnesotaCare is a state-subsi
dized health plan that allows certain low
income families and individuals to buyhealth
insurance at reduced costs. (Art. 1,. Sec. 2,
Subds.4-5)

Discounted drugs
Another section of the law directs the

departments of health, human services, and
administration to develop a plan to provide
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prescription drugs at discounted prices to
individuals 65 and older whose income is
below 200 percent of the federal poverty
level.

For a family of two, that means an annual
income of $20,720 and for a family of one,
$15,480. The departments are to submit the
report to certain legislative committees by
Oct. 1, 1996. (Art. 4, Sec. 64)

Adoption assistance
More parents wanting to adopt children

with disabilities or other special needs will
be able to get some financial help from the
state. The new law sets aside another $1.5
million to help families adopt such children.
(Art. 1, Sec. 2, Subd. 3)

Senior nutrition
The measure also marks $600,000 to ex

pand programs that offer meals and groceries
to the elderly across the state. Legislators
were told that good nutrition can help keep
senior citizens out of nursing homes.

A portion of the money will flow through
the Minnesota Board on Aging to local agen-

Understanding that seniors on a fixed income
have enough to worry about, a new state law
directs several state agencies to develop a plan to
provide prescription drugs at discounted prices to
individuals 65 and older whose income is below
200 percent of the federal poverty level. HFl584*/
SFl703/CH451

cies to expand food programs for the elderly
statewide. Another portion will be given di
rectly to local Area Agencies on Aging to help
pay for such nutrition support services as the
home delivery of meals, groceries, and pre
scriptions; transportation to supermarkets
and congregate dining sites; vouchers for
meals at selected restaurants in isolated rural
areas; food stamp outreach; and nutritiOn
screening and counseling.

Senior citizens quickly suffer from dehy
dration and become malnourished if they
don't eat properly, proponents have said,
adding that minor illnesses can worsen and
broken bones take longer to heal due to poor
eating habits.

Home delivery of meals to "shut-ins," as
well as congregate meals at senior centers
and other sites, are invaluable, proponents
said, noting that such services not only keep
many seniors healthy, but the latter is espe
cially helpful in getting seniors out and so
cializing. (Art. 1, Sec. 2, Subd. 2)

Restaurant license fees
The measure also contains a provision to

cut license fees for temporary food stands 
those at fairs and similar events - that
operate seven days per year or less. Those
establishments will pay $30 or $60 for an
inspection compared to the current fee of
approximately $130. (Art. 4, Secs. 54-56)

Lead poisoning
Money to help relocate families whose

homes are affected by lead poisoning is also
part ofthe 1996 law.

In all, $100,000 will be appropriated to
the Department of Health to help clean up
lead. Part of the money will be used to help
relocate families whose children or other
members are experiencing lead poisoning
stemming from sources such as contami
nated dirt, water, or paint chips. Affected
residents would relocate while their home
undergoes a cleanup.

Anotherportionofthe moneywillhelp fund
a study of the legal responsibilities for land
lords and tenants in the area oflead poisoning
and clean up. (Art. 1, Sec. 3, Subd. 3)

Birth defects registry
The new law allows $195,000 to develop

a statewide birth defects registry to collect,
analyze, and distribute information on birth
defects. The Department of Health is to put
the registry together.

According to the department, about 3 per
cent of babies are born with a birth defect.



The $14.8 million health and human services supplemental budget bill contains a provision to cut
license fees for temporary food stands such as those that participate in the Taste ofMinnesota each]uly
4th weekend on the Capitol grounds. Temporary food stands - those at fairs and similar events - that
operate seven days per year or less will pay $60 for an inspection compared to the current fee of $130.
In addition, the law also sets a $30 fee for special event food stands with a limited menu. HF1584*1
SF1703/CH451

But without a tracking system, it is difficult to
isolate causes.

The purpose of the registry is to monitor
the trends in birth defects, investigate clus
ters ofbirth defects to address concerns with
scientific data, identify cases of birth defects
for study to establish a cause, increase public
awareness, and evaluate the effectiveness of
certain prevention programs. (Art. 1, Sec. 3,
Subd. 3; and Art. 4, Sec. 6)

CHILD program
Thehealth and human servicesbudgetmea

sure also spends $30,000 on anew child abuse
preventionprogramknown as ChildrenHelped
in Long-term Development or CHILD.

The measure authorizes a group of 11 state
agencies, councils, and commissions to de
velop a statewide CHILD program using vol
unteers to promote children's development
in their own homes.

The program will match volunteers with
families before or soon after a child is born.
The volunteer will visit the home and help
the family cope with stresses that increase the
risk of child abuse. (Art. 4, Sees. 25-31; and
Art. 4, Sec. 66)

Medical education
To help raise money for medical education

and research, the new law also permits the
Department ofHealth to set up a trust fund to
pay for medical education and research grants
necessary to keep Minnesota up-to-date in
medical care. The measure appropriates no
money but directs a task force to study the
potential sources of funding for a trust fund.
Recommendations are to be forwarded to the
Department of Health and the Legislature by
Dec. 15, 1996. (Art. 4, Sec. 1)

Welfare changes

A welfare bill that includes new residency
and work-search requirements and requires
both caregivers in certain two-parent house
holds on welfare to work has been signed
into law.

Under the new law, much of which is
effective july 1, 1996, most applicants for
assistance must have resided in Minnesota
for 30 days before they can receive General
Assistance (GA), General Assistance Medical
Care (GAMC) orAid to Families with Depen
dent Children (AFDC). (Art. 3, Sees. 12, 14,
28,42, and 43)

The measure also includes $5 million to
help subsidize child care costs for more low-

and moderate-income families (Art. 4, Sec.
1) and prohibits welfare recipients from cash
ing AFDC and GA benefit checks at casinos
or other gambling establishments. (Art. 3,
Sec. 1, Subd. 2)

In addition, the new law prohibits, effec
tive Aug. 1,1996, private insurance compa
nies from charging a co-payment on
"appropriate immunizations" for childrenages
6 to 18. Current law already prohibits co
payments for children from birth to age 6.
(Art. 5, Sec. 1)

Under the new law, the Department of
Human Services can, to the extent child care
funding is available, require both caregivers
in a two-parent household to work if they are
receiving AFDC and their children are age 6
or older and not in kindergarten. (Art. 3, Sec.
22, Subd. 14)

In all, this provision is expected to affect
about 800 families in Minnesota, according
to the Department of Human Services.

Assistant CommissionerDeborah Huskins
has told lawmakers the provision is neces
sary to meet federal guidelines. Last year, she
said, the federal government warned the
state of a maximum $5 million sanction
because not enough two-parent welfare fami
lies were working.

Currently, the federal government, which
funds the AFDC program jointly with the
state, requires 60 percent of two-parent wel
fare families to work. To date, Huskins said,
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Minnesota has 37 percent or 1,231 families.
In 1997, the federal requirement jumps to

75 percent, so the state needs to do some
thing to ensure that it can meet that target.

Huskins said the provision will trigger a
need for more child care with both caregivers
working. To help, the new law sets aside
$450,000 to pay for child care grants for
families with two-working-parents. (Art. 3,
Sec. 44)

In addition, the new law, effective july 1,
1996, will require two-parent families in the
Minnesota Family Investment Plan (MFIP)
welfare program to find work after receiving
assistance for six months. This, too, will
apply only to caregivers whose children are
age 6 or older and not in kindergarten. (Art.
3, Sec. 5, Subd. 1)

MFIP, a program operating in eight coun
ties, allows families on AFDC to keep more of
their earned income while receiving some
public assistance. This goal is to help AFDC
families become self-sufficient.

Another provision in the new law allows
counties the option of starting up anew jobs
programfor AFDC recipients called MNjOBS.
Along with state agencies, counties could
work with local public and private employ
ers and work force councils to operate the
employment program. (Art. 1, Sees. 1-8)

MNjOBS could begin in some counties as
early as April 1, 1997, but no later than
july 1, 1997.
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In counties that choose to use the pro
gram, AFDC recipients will be reqUired to
participate or face sanctions, such as the loss
of their public assistance benefits.

Welfare recipients must complete a face
to-face orientation on the program within 10
days and be advised of their need to work.

Those on AFDC will be required to begin
searching for a job within 30 days of the
MNJOBS orientation and job hunt for at least
30 hours per week for up to four weeks.
People who are working at least 20 hours per
week will have to conduct a job search only
for 12 hours per week for eight weeks.

AFDC recipients who can't find private
or non-government funded employment
within 24 months will be referred to a gov
ernment-subsidized, public jobs program.
(Art. 1, Sec. 4)

The welfare package originally began as
HF2609*/SF2347 sponsored by Rep. Bob
Anderson (DFL-Ottertaiq and Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd). Toward the last
hours of the 1996 Legislative Session, the
package was attached to a small bill requiring
insurance companies to provide coverage for
the treatment of diagnosed Lyme disease.

HF219*/SF221/CH465

Better serving the deaf

Astate organization designed to address the
needs ofdeaf, deaf-blind, and hard-of-hearing
Minnesotans is created Aug. 1, 1996, under a
new state law. The mission of the new office is
to ensure that these Minnesotans have equal
access to the services, programs, and opportu
nities that are available to others.

The Department of Human Services will
create the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Ser
vices Division to coordinate services and
promote public policies through a statewide
network.

The law requires the commissioner of
health to establish statewide standards to
screen people for hearing loss, particularly
children through school-age and senior citi
zens. In addition, all commissioners of state
agencies must consult with the new division
to establish public policies that address the
needs of people who are deaf, deaf-blind, or
hard-of-hearing. Specifically, the commis
sioner of the Department of Economic Secu
ritywill work with the new division to develop
and implement a plan that deals with the
underemployment of deaf, deaf-blind, and
hard-of-hearing people.

Regional service centers for the deaf, deaf
blind, and hard-of-hearing must collaborate

46

with state agencies and school districts when
developing and delivering programs and ser
vices. To ensure the removal of communica
tion barriers which prevent the affected
population from using services, the centers
must provide training to social services and
income maintenance staff employed or con
tracted by counties, according to the law.

The centers also must, when possible, pro
vide training to state and regional human
service agencies on program access. Finally,
the centers will conduct an on-going assess
ment of the need for and supply of these
services in all parts of the state, while ensuring
cooperation with public and private service
providers in the development of the services.

The newlawwas sponsored byRep. Teresa
Lynch (R-Andover) and Sen. Don Samuelson
(DFL-Brainerd).

HF2127*/SF1882/CH392

Omnibus development bill:
Housing Finance Agency
(See Development, page 21)

Foster children, adoption
(See Family, page 33)

Data Practices Act
(See Law, page 49)

Omnibus tax bill:
Helping foster children

(See Taxes, page 54)

MinnesotaCare veto
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)

No convention center bonds
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

Omnibus human services bill
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)

Liquor tax increase
(See Dead Bills, page 75)

Short-lived apology
(See Dead Bills, page 73)

C'--__I_N_SU_R_A_N_C_E__
Omnibus insurance bill

Insurance consumers will have better pro
tection under a new state law.

The omnibus insurance measure expands
a ban on quotas for the sale of certain kinds
of insurance and provides consumers some
protection from predatory sales tactics.

The law, sponsored by Rep. Tom Osthoff
(DFL-St. Paul) and Sen.John Hottinger (DFL-

Mankato), also includes a provision requir
ing insurance companies to pay for prostate
cancer screening.

HF2378/SF1980*/CH446
Here's a look at the law's major provisions.

Quotas banned
A 199Slaw freed independent agents from

company-imposed quotas on the sale of cer
tain kinds ofinsurance. The new law extends
the ban on quotas to many agents who sell
directly for one company.

Previous law barred insurance companies
from requiring independent agents to meet
quotas on the sale ofcertain types or mixes of
poliCies.

For example, companies cannot link an
independent agent's right to sell property or
casualty insurance, such as homeowner and
automobile policies, to quotas on the sale of
life and health policies, which are more dif
ficult to sell.

Critics of the quotas claim they can put
unreasonable demands on insurance agents
and can give agents an incentive to sell un
necessary coverage or coverage they may not
feel qualified to sell.

The new law extends the quota ban to
include agents who sell exclusively for one
company, as long as the agent has been li
censed for at least three years. (Art. 1, Sec. 6)

Protecting life insurance consumers
Consumers will be provided information

about the potential risks involved in replac
ing an existing life insurance policy or annu
ity contract.

Predatory sales agents target consumers
in many cases senior citizens - in a practice
called churning, which sometimes leaves in
dividuals stripped of their savings and life
insurance.

Here's one way it works: A person with a
policy of small cash-value is approached by
an agent who promises additional life insur
ance coverage at little or no cost.

What the consumer doesn't know is that
the new policy, in some cases, will be paid for
by borrowing against the value of the old
policy which eats away at the policy's cash
value and the death benefit.

When the cash value of the older policy
runs dry, the consumer may be forced to pay
large premiums or risk having the coverage
lapse. In the end, the consumer can lose his
or her savings and the insurance as well.

The new law requires life insurers to find
out before selling a new policy if it would
replace existing coverage.



If so, the insurance agent or company will
be required to give the consumer a form
discussing the possible disadvantages of re
placing existing coverage.

Both the customer and the agent will be
required to sign the form. The agent also will
have to send the company holding the exist
ing policy notice' of the proposed replace
ment. (Art. 1, Secs. 13-20)

Insurance choices
Conference committee members attached

a provision to require all health insurers to
offer an old-fashioned option to consumers.

Under the law, each insurer will have to
offer at least one policy that allows consum
ers to seek treatment from the doctors oftheir
choice.

Holders of such a policy will not be bound
to see doctors within a specific health care
system or to follow a system's requirements
for specialist referrals.

For group coverage, it will be up to the
employer - not individual employees - to
decide whether to choose the coverage op
tion. (Art. 1, Sec. 52)

Cancer screening
The law requires insurance companies to

cover prostate cancer screening.
Underthe law, companieswill be required,

under certain conditions, to pay for a blood
test used to identify the disease.

Insurers will have to cover the prostate
specific antigen (or PSA) test for all men older
than 50 and for men older than 40 who have
symptoms of the disease or are in a high-risk
group.

The test is already covered by about half of
the health insurance companies, according
to Rep. David Tomassoni (DFL-Chisholm).
He has argued that it is too important to be
denied to any policyholder.

Mandated coverage of PSA testing passed
the House earlier but was not in the Senate
bill. Conference committee members agreed
to a compromise that will repeal the mandate
after two years. (Art. 1, Sec. 51)

Protecting agents

Gov. Arne Carlson signed a new law that
aims to protect insurance agents from being
terminated after contacting the Legislature.

Under previous state law, insurance com
panies are prohibited from terminating agents
who contact a state agency or department
about a problem. Some questioned whether
this wording covered contacts with the Leg-

islature, as opposed to the executive branch
of state government.

The new law, sponsored by Rep. Don
Ostrom (DFL-St. Peter) and Sen. john
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), would simply
make it clear that Minnesota law protects
agents who contact anyone in the executive,
legislative, or judicial branches.

The new law, effective retroactively to May
18, 1989 (the effective date of the original
statute), passed the House March 29 on a
129-0 vote. It passed the Senate the same
day,61-0.

An incident involving insurance agents
Gary Kemp and Mary McClure led to the
introduction of the legislation this year.

The agents claim they were trying to do the
right thing when they backed legislation
crafted to protect insurance consumers. It
cost them their jobs.

Both long-time agents for American Fam
ily Insurance, Kemp of West St. Paul, and
McClure of Mankato, became active in an
effort to pass a legislative proposal that the
company opposed.

The agents backed a measure to bar insur
ance companies from requiring agents to meet
quotas on the sale of certain types or mixes of
policies. The 1995 Legislature passed a law
protecting independent agents from such
quotas. (See related story, page 46)

Kemp and McClure were pushing for law
makers to extend the quota ban to cover
agents who sell policies directly for compa
nies such as American Family and State Farm.

American Family said that Kemp and
McClure engaged in "conduct prejudicial to
the company." Onjan. 11, 1996, the agents
were abruptly terminated.

HF3052 */SF2780/CH433

Protected from discrimination

Victims of domestic abuse will be pro
tected from discriminationbyinsurance com
panies under a new state law.

Effective Aug. 1, 1996, the law will pro
hibit insurance companies from using do
mestic abuse as anegative underwriting factor
for life or health insurance.

Such discrimination is occurring, House
sponsor Rep. Dee Long (DFL-Mpls) has said,
and that sends the wrong message to abuse
victims.

In most circles, abuse victims are encour
aged to speak out and to seek help. Insurance
companies, however, are sending a message
that abuse victims should stay silent or face
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consideration as a high risk and denial of
coverage.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan).

HF2344/SF1815*/CH278

Denying a claim

Anew law will ensure that insurance com
panies are not denying a legitimate
homeowner's claim due to a technicality.

The law affects homeowner policyholders
who have a property claim. In some cases,
insurance companies require a "proofofloss"
form (a formal document sworn to under
oath) within 60 days of the claim. The proof
of loss document is in addition to the claim
filed with the company.

Under the new law, insurance companies
cannot deny claims because a proof of loss
document was not filed, unless they give
written notice to policyholders that the docu
ment is required and provide the form. Poli
cyholders then will have 60 days from the
receipt ofthe notice to file the proofofloss (or
longer if it can be proven the deadline was
missed for a good reason).

Rep. Bill Macklin (R-Lakeville), House
sponsor of the law, said the law stems from a
woman whose valid claim was denied be
cause she did not know she had to file the
proof of loss form. Although an insurance
company representative interviewed the
woman extensively, the woman was never
informed that such a form was required. The
company then denied the claim because the
form was not filed within 60 days, under an
obscure law.

The courts ruled on the side of the insur
ance company because of the way the ob
scure law was written; however, the judge
said that it was an "egregious" result based on
a technicality. The woman lost her battle for
her rightful claim, but the law will prevent
insurance companies from using this type of
legal maneuver in the future.

The law, sponsored in the Senate by Sen.
David Knutson (R-Burnsville), became effec
tive Feb. 28,1996, and applies to losses that
occur on or after that date.

HF1749/SF1622*/CH285

Canceling insurance

Insurance companies and HMOs can no
longer retroactively terminate a person's cov
erage without the person's consent under a
new state law.

The law, effective March 14,1996, applies
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to group health and life policies, including
group accidental death and dismemberment
policies, and disability policies. The lawmakes
clear that insurers may not retroactively can
cel, rescind, or terminate the coverage of an
employee, dependent, or other person cov
ered under a group plan without the affected
person's written 'consent.

Rep. Wes Skoglund (DFL-Mpls), who
sponsored the proposal in the House, has
said the need for the law was illustrated by a
man whose coverage was canceled after leav
ing ajob where he was covered under a group
plan.

The employee successfully passed a three
month probation period and was formally
granted health benefits. After receiving his
insurance card, he went to the doctor, accu
mulating some bills that were less than a
$1,000. Several weeks after receiving the
health benefits, his employment was termi
nated, and his employer instructed the in
surer to remove the employee from the group
coverage retroactive to the date he was added
to the group policy.

Even though his premiums were paid, his
insurer refused to pay for the doctor bills that
were clearly covered under the plan.

The insurer relied on a provision in the
contract allowing them to retroactively can
cel in the event of an administrative "mis
take."

But in this case there was no mistake,
according to committee testimony. It simply
was a "bad faith" effort on the part of the
employer and insurer to save money (the
employer received a refund of the premiums
paid to the insurer), said proponents of the
law.

"Everyone who is in an accident would be
canceled 'yesterday,'" ifinsurance companies
were allowed to exercise such tactics,
Skoglund has said.

If an employer does not notify an insurer
about the termination of an employee, the
insurer may retroactively terminate cover
age, so long as the termination date is after
the person's last day of employment. How
ever, this provision does not limit a person's
right to continuation of coverage under fed
eral and state law.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul).

HF2044*/SF2516/CH304
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Notifying homeowners

A new state law will change the reqUire
ments for notification before nonrenewal of
homeowner's insurance policies.

Under state law, nonrenewal of
homeowner's insurance is allowed ifthe poli
cyholder has made two claims within a three
year period. That won't change.

Current notification requirements, accord
ing to critics, compel insurance companies to
send a notice after a first claim that a subse
quent claim may result in nonrenewal of the
homeowner's policy. That will change.

The new law will take some pressure off
insurance companies, according to support
ers.

The measure simply stipulates that no
policyholder may be refused renewal be
cause of past claims unless the insurance
company has earlier supplied written notice
that a future claim may lead to nonrenewal of
the policy.

Supporters of the new law said it will
provide insurance companies more flexibil
ity and reduce the number of notices sent
after a first claim and resulting nonrenewals.

The new law is effective Jan. 1, 1997, and
applies to policies issued or renewed on or
after that date.

The measure was sponsored by Rep.
Darlene Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) and
Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth).

HFI68*/SFI91/CH337

Day care coverage

A new law, effective March 19, 1996,
clarifies that a homeowners' insurance policy
does not cover liabilities arising from a home
day care operation.

Insurance companies have, in some cases,
been held liable under homeowners' policies
for claims stemming from home day care,
even though the policy does not cover use of
the home to operate a business.

The result is that some insurance compa
nies are refusing to issue homeowners' poli
cies to people who provide day care services
in the home.

Some day care providers must now choose
between having no homeowners' insurance
or giving up their day care business, House
sponsor Rep. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick)
has said.

The bill would Simply clarify that
homeowners' policies do not cover day care
unless it is specifically stated in the policy.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate

by Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan).
HF3078/SF2624*/CH326

Long-term care policies

Under a new law, insurance companies
may sell policies that cover nursing home
care or long-term care services that include a
waiting period of 180 days before the
benefits are effective.

Current law limits the waiting period to 90
days. Proponents of the new law have said
the extended waiting period will make such
policies less expensive given the higher risk
taken by such policyholders.

The law also states that companies must
clearly indicate the ramifications of waiting
periods (the policy does not pay benefits
during the waiting period) on the policy
forms.

The law, sponsored by Rep. Henry Kalis
(DFL-Walters) and Sen. Sam Solon (DFL
Duluth), applies to policies issued on or after
Jan. 1, 1997.

HF697*/SFI647/CH389

Lyme disease

Health insurers in the state of Minnesota
must cover the treatment for Lyme disease,
under a new law effective Aug. 1, 1996.

The disease - a bacterial illness transmit
ted by the bite of an infected deer tick 
affects the skin, joints, and other parts of the
body. It can have serious results including
chronic arthritis and neurological impair
ment.

Proponents of the mandate claim it is
needed because some insurers won't pay for
adequate antibiotic treatment of the disease.
(Art. 5, Sec. 2)

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Mary
Murphy (DFL-Hermantown) and Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd).

HF219*/SF221/CH465

Workers' compensation study
(See Employment, page 27)

Reimbursing the state
(See Environment, page 31)

Hospital stays after birth
(See Health, page 39)

Welfare changes
(See Human Services, page 45)

MinnesotaCare veto
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)



No workers' comp study
(See Vetoed Bills, page 63)

IIL.-__L_AW__---'

Data,Practices Act

Anew law will better protect the identities
of students and loosen the red tape when it
comes to picking up a library book.

The law, sponsored by Rep. Mary Jo
McGuire (DFL-Falcon Heights) and Sen.Jane
Ranum (DFL-Mpls), is the omnibus data
practices proposal, which addresses privacy
issues and the release of information held
by the government. Much of it is effective
Aug. 1, 1996.

HF2618/SF2410*/CH440
Among its many provisions, the law will:

• allow a family or household member to
pick up a reserved book at a library on
behalfofapatron. Patrons, however, could
request that books be released' only to
themselves. Previous law prohibited any
release of data that links a patron's name
with a particular book (Art. 1, Sec. 7,
Subd.2);

• allow the release of private welfare data to
the Department of Children, Families, and
Learning to determine whether children
are eligible for free and reduced-price
school meals and to help calculate more
accurately the number of children receiv
ing Aid to Families with Dependent Chil
dren (Art. 1, Sec. 13, Subd. 2 (21);

• allow the Department of Health or a local
board ofhealth to have the current address
and telephone number of a welfare recipi
ent to find the person when there is reason
to believe the individual is carrying a dis
ease or is at risk of illness (Art. 1, Sec. 13,
Subd. 2 (22);

• expand a 1995 law that states that heads of
state agencies, their assistants, or deputies
who have a complaint or charge lodged
against them will see investigative infor
mation about the charge become public
after the investigation is completed. If they
resign or are fired before an investigation is
completed, the information also will be
come public. The new law expands offi
cials covered under the requirements to
include members of boards or commis
sions reqUired by law to be appOinted by
the governor or other elective officers and
executive or administrative heads of de
partments, bureaus, divisions, or institu
tions (Art. 1, Sec. 10, Subd. 2 (8, e, 2, 3);

[18]
• provide that when a school deSignates

school directory information (information
about students that can be released to the
public), it must give students and parents
notice that they have the right, under
federal law, to refuse to release any infor
mation for the directory (Art. 1, Sec. 4,
Subd. 5); and

• authorize the vital records division of the
Department of Health to release the name
and address of an unmarried mother and
her child's date ofbirth to a family services
collaborative. The objective is to connect
new families in need with social services.
(Art. 1, Sec. 34, Subd. 2 (d)

Alternative dispute resolution

The testimony that people who preside at
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) pro
ceedings can give in subsequent civil or ad
ministrative hearings is limited by a new law.

The ADR process is an administrative al
ternative to the courts, and can save time and
money. But in some ADR cases, the dispute is
not resolved and the parties end up in court
anyway. Officials who preSide at ADR hear
ings have said that testifying in court may
undermine the credibility of the confidential
mediation proceedings, making people re
luctant to use the alternative process.

The law carves out a limited set of circum
stances where an ADR official may be called
to testify in court. Such officials may testify at
subsequent civil or administrative hearings
about any statement, conduct, decision, or
ruling that occurred at or in connection with
the ADR only if the testimony is related to:
conduct or a statement that constitutes a
crime; anything that gives rise to disqualifica
tion under the rules of civil procedure; or
professional misconduct on the part of an
ADR official.

Rep. Phil Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn Cen
ter) and Sen. Ember Reichgott Junge (DFL
New Hope) sponsored the new law, which is
effective Aug. 1, 1996.

HF2385 */SF2084/CH388

Damages for bias crimes

Effective Aug. 1, 1996, a new law allows
victims of hate crimes to seek civil damages
for crimes committed against them because
of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orienta
tion, or disability.

Under the law, a person who is damaged
by such a bias offense could sue in civil court
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and recover either $500 or general and spe
cial damages, including those for emotional
distress, whichever is greater. The plaintiff
also may seek punitive damages in certain
cases and an injunction to stop a particular
act or prevent an offender from contacting
the victim.

The hate crimes language was proposed by
Rep. Jim Rhodes (R-St. Louis Park) who
has said: "There are hate groups alive and
well ... they're notjust in the metro area. This
is one way ofassuring you can get some kind
of damages for the emotional distress."

In cases where a minor commits the bias
offense, the law holds the parent or guardian
liable for all types of damages as long as the
amount does not exceed $5,000. It goes on to
say that a parent or guardian is not liable if
they have made reasonable efforts to exercise
control over their child's behavior.

The law was sponsored by Rep. Tom Pugh
(DFL-South St. Paul) and Sen.JohnHottinger
(DFL-Mankato).

HF1648*/SF1500/CH468

License suspension

The Department of Public Safety will have
to provide two weeks' notice before suspend
ing a driver's license under a new state law.

HousesponsorRep. PeggyLeppik(R-Golden
Valley) has said the measure is necessary to
give people who face a license suspension
"some time to put their lives in order."

Under the law, a license suspension won't
take effect until at least 14 days after the
department mails notice to the driver.

Leppik said the measure stems from the
troubles of one of her constituents.

The new notice requirements will not ap
ply if the delay "poses a threat to public
safety."

The legislation, effective Aug. 1, 1996, was
sponsored in the Senate by Sen. Don Betzold
(DFL-Fridley).

HF20l2/SF1797*/CH346

Protecting an address

Effective March 21, 1996, a new law al
lows homeowners to prevent their address
from being wrongfully used on another
person's driver's license.

Rep. Lyndon Carlson (DFL-Crystal), who
sponsored the measure in the House, said the
new law will help to prevent the kind of
trouble experienced by a couple who lives in
his legislative district.
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The couple's address was listed on their
adult son's driver's license despite the fact
that he did not live at the couple's home and
had not for several years.

The son had a history of trouble with the
law, and that created avariety ofproblems for
his parents. For example, the couple faced
higher insurance rates simply because their
address was listed on the son's driver's li
cense, according to Carlson.

Under the new law, the couple can file
notice with the commissioner ofpublic safety
to prevent their address from being used on
their son's driver's license or state identifica
tion card.

The law provides that a homeowner must
submit a request naming the affected person
to prevent him or her from using the
homeowner's address.

Themeasurewas sponsored in the Senateby
Sen. EmberReichgott]unge (DFL-NewHope).

HF2780/SF2571 */CH356

Regulating veterinarians

The board that oversees Minnesota's vet
erinarians will have powers and protections
similar to the bodies that oversee other medi
cal practitioners under a new state law.

The law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, will alter
provisions governing the State Board of Vet
erinary Medicine. The board issues licenses
for veterinarians and can take disciplinary
action against license holders who run afoul
of proper conduct.

The new law will grant board members
and employees immunity from civil or crimi
nal sanctions for actions performed in the
course of their jobs.

Also, the disciplinary actions available to
the board will be expanded. In addition to
existing authority to suspend or revoke li
censes, the board will have the new option of
plaCing limits on a veterinarian's license.

The grounds for diSciplinary action will be
clarified. Existing law allows action to be
taken against veterinarians for the "convic
tion of a crime involving moral turpitude or
conviction of a felony" and fot, among other
things, "chronic inebriety."

The new law will replace those provisions
to allow disciplinary action against those
convicted of a felony or gross misdemeanor
or who are unable to properly practice be
cause of illness, use of alcohol or drugs, or as
a result of any mental or physical condition.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Steve

50

l..l
Kelley (DFL-Hopkins) and Sen. Steve Dille
(R-Dassel).

HF2059*/SFl982/CH415

Unnecessary laws repealed

State statutes regulating the state's non
existent ferryboat industry will be scratched
from the books Aug. 1, 1996, under a new
state law.

The law repeals a mix of obsolete, and in
some cases, arcane laws ranging from out
dated directives to state agencies to provi
sions regarding long-unfunded programs.

More than 250 provisions in current law
- largely technical and inconsequential 
are scheduled to be deleted from the books.

Eliminated will be 70-year-old sections of
law regulating the state's ferryboat industry,
which apparently disappeared after the 1958
completion of the Baudette-Rainy River
Bridge.

Dashed will be measures, enacted in 1969,
that set requirements for contracts for social
skills instruction and contracts for patrons of
dance halls or studios. The measure forbids
any such contracts exceeding $500 in an
apparent effort to protect consumers from
unseemly dance teachers.

Also nixed will be a 1937 provision giving
the University of Minnesota permission to
establish a law enforcement school. The U of
Mhas yet to set up such a school and wouldn't
need statutory permission to do so, anyway.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Mike
Delmont (DFL-Lexington) and Sen. Deanna
Wiener (DFL-Eagan).

HF2377*/SF2092/CH31O

Notaries public
(See Consumers, page 14)

Ensuring visitation rights
(See Family, page 33)

Relatives as foster parents
(See Family, page 33)

Penalties for practitioners
(See Health, page 39)

Extending the statute
(See Vetoed Bills, page 65)

MinnesotaCare veto
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)

No workers' comp study
(See Vetoed Bills, page 63)

Sharing electronic data
(See Dead Bills, page 70)

• LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Temporary vacancies

City councils and other local government
bodies will be able to fill temporary vacancies
in their ranks under a new state law.

The law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, provides a
way to replace local elected officials who are
unable to serve due to illness or other reasons.

Under the law, the city council, town
board, or county board could declare a tem
porary vacancy after a member has been
absent from his or her job for 90 days.

Another person then could be appOinted
to fill the vacancy until the absent official
returns or until the end of the term.

Previous law allows school boards to fill
such temporary vacancies.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Phil
Carruthers (DFL-Brooklyn Center) and Sen.
Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley).

HF2425/SF2255*/CH422

Merging cities

A new state law will allow the Carver
Countycities ofNorwood and YoungAmerica
to combine into one city.

Both cities approved merger plans in No
vember 1995.

The new law, effective upon local ap
proval, sets the statutory framework for the
new city to be known as Norwood-Young
America.

Under the law, a mayor and four-member
city council will be elected in November
1996, and will begin their terms when the
merger officially takes effect]an. 1, 1997.

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Tony
Onnen (R-Cokato) and Sen. Steve Dille
(R-Dassel).

HF2889*/SF2581/CH302

Regulating pawnbrokers
(See Business, page 12)

Omnibus development bill:
Minnesota Investment Fund

(See Development, page 21)

Sewage system loans
(See Environment, page 31)

Waste Management Act
(See Environment, page 30)

Wetlands changes
(See Environment, page 29)



No new airport
(See Government, page 36)

Deterring illicit activity
(See Housing, page 43)

Omnibus tax bill:
Special service,

housing improvement districts
(See Taxes, page 54)

Omnibus tax bill:
Performance goals
(See Taxes, page 55)

Local approval vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

Mail balloting expansion?
(See Vetoed Bills, page 62)

No new council
(See Vetoed Bills, page 64)

• METRO AFFAIRS

Eliminating a perk

ProminentMinnesotans who for years have
enjoyed free, heated, valet parking at Minne
apolis-St. Paul International Airport have
lost that privilege under a new state law.

About IOO people, including a handful of
prominent Minnesota politicians, were on a
Metropolitan Airports Commission list of
those who could park free in a heated under
ground garage anytime they had business at
the airport.

The law, effective March 26, 1996, states
that the commission may provide free airport
parking only to people who are attending a
commission meeting or performing volun
teer work at the airport. The commission also
must keep records of who receives free parking,
the value of that parking, and the purpose for
which the person received free parking.

Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville) spon
sored the proposal in the Senate; Rep. Howard
Orenstein (DFL-St. Paul) was the House
sponsor.

HF2321 */SF2339/CH378

Capital projects:
Radio communication
(See Bonding, page 11)

Wetlands changes
(See Environment, page 29)

No new airport
(See Government, page 36)

No convention center bonds
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

.Wastewater charges
(See Vetoed Bills, page 65)

Elected Met Council
(See Dead Bills; page 74)

m RETIREMENT

Omnibus pension bill

Each year, the Legislature makes changes
in policies that dictate eligibility require
ments and benefit levels for public pension
programs. This year's omnibus pension bill
was primarily technical in nature; however,
the new law does make some Significant
changes by increasing state aid contributions
for volunteer firefighters and delaying some
investment reporting requirements for cer
tain plans. Below are some of the highlights.

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Rich
ard Jefferson (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Phil
Riveness (DFL-Bloomington).

HF2417*/SF2048/CH438

Fire prevention personnel
People who perform fire prevention du

ties, such as education programs and home
inspections, or supervise those activities will
qualify as volunteer firefighters under the
new law. This change makes the fire preven
tion workers eligible for the same benefit
coverage as firefighters who perform fire
suppression duties, as of April 4, 1996. The
eligibility of such people to receive benefits
depends on the approval of the respective
local governing bodies. (Art. 8)

Volunteer firefighters
An additional state aid amount for volun

teer fire relief associations is established un
derthe new law. The effect ofthe new amount
is to increase state aid for a number of cash
poor associations, many of which lag far
behind their counterparts across the state.

The aid is to be allocated to the relief
associations so that all municipalities or fire
departments with volunteer firefighter relief
associations receive, in total, atleast a mini
mum state aid amount, based on a maximum
of 30 firefighters. (Art. 4, Secs. 2 and 9)

The law, effective April 4, 1996, applies to
aid payments beginning in calendar year
1996.

Highlights

Investment reporting
As part of a compromise regarding invest

ment reporting laws, the new law delays
some requirements for small volunteer fire
relief associations.

The associations must begin to collect in
vestment-related data byJan. 1, 1997, rather
than by Jan. 1, 1996, and submit the infor
mation to the state auditor by Oct. 1, 1998,
rather than Oct. 1, 1997, according to the
new law. (Art. IO, Sec. 1)

A copy of the economic interest state
ments, currently required to be available for
public inspection in the offices of the pension
plan, must be filed with the Ethical Practices
Board. (Art. IO, Sec. 2)

Proponents of the requirements contend it
is important to have the reports so that objec
tivejudgments canbe made about the perfor
mance of the investments. Opponents have
argued that the reqUirements are time con
suming, creating an onerous demand on
these small associations.

To resolve the differences, the law estab
lishes a task force to review investment
performance forms and reporting, whichwill
result in a report to the Legislature by
Feb. 15, 1997. (Art. 10, Sec. 3)

State and local funding
The MinneapolisTeachersRetirementFund

Association and the St. Paul Teachers Retire
ment FundAssociationwill receive extra fund
ing, according to the law, to help cover part of
the unfunded liabilities in the two funds.

The Minneapolis fund will receive 70 per
cent of the total amount (based on a specific
formula) allocated to these two associations'
the St. Paul teachers' fund will get the re~
maining 30 percent.

To be eligible for the state aid in a given
year, the Saint Paul School District must
make a contribution to the teachers plan of
$200,000 in fiscal year 1998, $400,000 in
fiscal year 1999, $600,000 in fiscal year
2000, and $800,000 in fiscal year 2001 and
thereafter.

To be eligible for the state aid in a given
year, the Minneapolis School District and the
city ofMinneapolis each must make a contri
bution to its teachers' fund of $250 000 in
fiscal year 1998, $400,000 in fisc~l year
1999, $550,000 in fiscal year 2000, $700,000
in fiscal year 2001, $850,000 in fiscal year
2002, and $1 million in fiscal year 2003 and
thereafter.

The school districts and the city of Minne
apolis are permitted to levy taxes for the local
contributions.
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Highlights

These provisions are effective April 4, 1996,
and apply to aid payments beginning in calen
dar year 1996. (Art. 4, Secs. 3, 5, 6, and 9)

Hospital merger

The pensions of University of Minnesota
Hospital employees who are covered under
the Minnesota State Retirement System
(MSRS) will be given some protection when
the hospital merges with Fairview Health
System.

Some of the U of M employees who are
transferred to Fairview will no longer be
considered members of the MSRS. Under the
new law, these employees are eligible for a
refund of their pension contributions with
interest from MSRS, ending all ties to the
public pension program. (Should an em
ployee find new employment that offers cov
erage under a qualifying public plan, he or
she could repay the refund to the MSRS
plan.)

Employees who do not take a refund will
qualify for an optional retirement benefit
plan.

Additionally, the U of M and MSRS must
prOvide counseling on benefit options to
terminatedworkers. The provisions described
above are effective when employees of the U
of M cease to be members of the MSRS as a
result of the merger. (Art. 1)

The law also makes workers who are dis
located as a result of the merger eligible for
retraining services at the U of M.

An appropriation of $1.8 million for tran
sitional needs, such as health benefits and
educational opportunities, is provided un
der the law. The U of M will match the
appropriation. These provisions are effective
when the U ofM and Fairview reach a merger
agreement. (Art. 2)

Rep. Tom Pugh (DFL-South St. Paul) and
Sen.James Metzen (DFL-SouthSt. Paul) spon
sored the law.

HF2484/SF2175*/CH460

Pension bill vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 65)

mL...-__S_A_F_E_Ty _

Stopping for pedestrians

Effective Sept. 1,1996, Minnesota drivers
must stop for pedestrians in a crosswalk or
face a criminal charge.

Current law requires only that drivers slow
down and yield the right-of-way to pedestri
ans in crosswalks where there are no traffic
signals or where signals are not operating.
The new law requires drivers always to stop
in such circumstances, not just slow down.

First-time offenders who fail to stop will be
guilty of a misdemeanor, which is punish
able by up to 90 days in jail and a $700 fine.
Drivers who violate the law within a year of
a previous conviction will be guilty of a gross
misdemeanor, punishable by up to one year
in jail and a $3,000 fine.

Statistics show that in 1994, the most
recent year for which data is available, three
Minnesotans were killed as they legally tried
to cross streets in crosswalks; another 245
were injured.

The law also requires the Department of
Public Safety, effective Aug. 1, 1996, to revise
the state's driver's manual to include a sec
tion explaining when a driver must stop to
yield to a pedestrian and the penalties for
failing to do so.

In addition, the department will have to
produce a series of public service announce
ments to educate the public on the law's
changes. The announcements are to be aired
on radio and television, according to the law.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Jim

Farrell (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul).

HF2930/SF2054*/CH333

Kids and boats
(See Children, page 13)

Community policing techniques
(See Crime, page 18)

Omnibus OWl bill
(See DWI, page 23)

Deterring illicit activity
(See Housing, page 43)

License suspension
(See Law, page 49)

Motorcycle safety fund
(See Transportation, page 57)

On the road
(See Transportation, page 58)

Transportation funding:
More driving practice

(See Transportation, page 56)

Transportation funding:
New dispatchers

(See Transportation, page 56)

Omnibus transportation bill
(See Vetoed Bills, page 67)
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l_ Highlights
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Gender specific Omnibus tax bill

Women can exclude men and men can
exclude women from certain athletic compe
titions under a new law.

The measure amends the state's Human
Rights Act to exclude one gender "if the
restriction is necessary to preserve the unique
character of the team, program, or event and
it would not substantially reduce compa
rable athletic opportunities for the other sex."

The law arose out of a conflict last year
when a man filed a discrimination complaint
against the Northern Lights Running Club
for Women. The club wouldn't allow him to
participate in its annual "Bruegger's Run for
the Bagels," an event that includes a 10
kilometer and 5-kilometer race as well as
running events for young girls. The spring
event has attracted more than 3,000 runners.

When the man's complaint was dismissed,
he filed a civil lawsuit against Bruegger's, the
Minneapolis Park Board, and the running
club alleging sexual discrimination. Rather
than dealing with the "logistical nightmare"
of such a changed format and the "philo
sophical changes," club members canceled
the race for 1996.

The newlaw, effectiveApril 3, 1996, comes
in time for an all-women's race to be sched
uled. The bill was sponsored by Rep. Phyllis
Kahn (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Ellen Anderson
(DFL-St. Paul).

HF2042 */SF2015/CH431

Capital projects:
Ice arenas

(See Bonding, page 11)

Environmental funding:
All-terrain travel

(See Environment, page 28)

State government finance:
Target Center

(See Government, page 36)

Improved snowmobile trails
(See Tourism, page 55)

Rejected referendum
(See Dead Bills, page 74)

There will be no state-imposed property
tax freezefor 1997, but cabin owners will see
a property tax break under a new tax law.

The measure also gives corporations that
lease airplanes to Northwest Airlines a corpo
rate income tax break and includes a tax
refund on unsold pulltabs for charitable or
ganizations.

The law will cost the state $5.1 million in
fiscal year 1997 and $41.7 million for the
1998-1999 biennium.

Tax cuts for cabin owners will have the
largest impact on the state treasury.

Last year, the 2-percent class rate on the
first $72,000 market value of each cabin was
reduced to 1.9 percent for taxes payable in
1997. For taxes payable in 1998, it was
scheduled to decrease to 1.8 percent. Those
changes cost the state's general fund $24.1
million in the 1998-1999 biennium.

Under the 1996 law, the class rate on the
first $72,000 in cabin value decreases further
to 1.75 percent for taxes payable in 1997. For
taxes payable in 1998, that rate is reduced to
1.5 percent. The tax revenue lost due to the
additional class rate changes is another $22.4
million, according to preliminary Department
of Revenue calculations. (Art. 3, Sec. 12)

Other property taxpayers won't see their
taxes increase to cover the lost revenue. In
stead, the state will pick up the tab in addi
tional homestead and agricultural credit aid
(HACA) payments to local governments and
increased school aids. These increased state
aid payments will continue in future years.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope) and Sen. John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato).

HF2102*/SF2304/CH471

Pulltab refunds
Organizations that purchase pulltabs and

tipboard games can now get an annual re
fund on unsold tickets. Refund claims, for a
credit equal to 2 percent of the face value of
each unsold pulltab or tipboard ticket, are
due by March 20 for the previous year's
unsold tickets.

Undercurrentlaw, the state's 1,575 pulltab
and tipboard game operators, whose games
must be run by charitable organizations, pay
a 2-percent tax on projected gross revenues
to distributors of such games. But pulltab
booth sponsors said they shouldn't pay taxes

on tickets they can't sell, such as the leftovers
from a game inwhich all the bigmoney prizes
have been won.

Rep. Bob Milbert's (DFL-South St. Paul)
proposal appropriates $2.5 million this
biennium and $10.2 million in 1998-1999 to
refund taxes paid on unsold tickets.
(Art. 13, Sec. 12)

Iron Range tax base sharing
Taconite areas experiencing little or no

commercial-industrial growth will get some
tax relief under a proposal that establishes a
fiscal disparities tax base sharing program for
the Iron Range.

The program, effective July 1,1997, will
be modeled after the metro area's fiscal dis
parities program, which requires munici
palities to contribute a percentage of their
commercial-industrial tax base growth to an
areawide "pool." The pool is then used to
equalize disparities in property wealth per
capita between districts.

Areas with strong commercial-industrial
growth often subsidize other areas under
such a program.

Under the provision, municipalities in Cook
and Lake counties, most ofItasca and St. Louis
counties, and portions of Aitkin, Crow Wing
and Koochiching counties will contribute 40
percent of their commercial-industrial growth
since 1995 to an areawide pool. Each munici
pality then receives a distribution back from
the area-wide pool, which is added to its local
tax base. (Art. II)

Disabled homeowners
The law expands the number of disabled

homeowners who are eligible for reduced
property taxes. Previously, a permanently or
totally disabled person had to get 90 percent
of his or her income from public pension
sources in order to qualify for the reduced
class rate of 0.45 percent on the first $32,000
market value of the home. Proposals offered
by Reps. Rich Stanek (R-Maple Grove) and
Bill Macklin (R-Lakeville) change that. Un
der the new provisions, private pensions and
other financial sources can be includedin the
90 percent figure. The law also includes a
$50,000 annual income cap for those who
qualify for the reduced class rate. Previously,
there was no income limit. The change is
effective for taxes payable in 1997 and there
after. (Art. 3, Sec. 10)
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Taconite relief
Koochiching and Carlton counties are

among the northern Minnesota areas that
will see increased environmental develop
ment grants.

Under a provision aimed at the Iron Range
economy, the share of taconite tax revenues
paid to the Iron Range Resources and Reha
bilitation Board (IRRRB) will be increased.
Currently, the revenues from 1 cent per ton
of the production tax on mining companies
goes to the board. The law increases the
amount, effective July 1, 1996, to 1.5 cents,
which amounts to $200,000 this biennium
and $400,000 in 1998-1999.

The IRRRB was established in 1941 to

Farm equipment exemption
The current sales-tax exemption on used

farm machinery, set to expire in July, is
extended until June 30, 1997. (The tax rate
on new farm machinery is 2.5 percent.) The
exemption will cost the state $1.6million in
lost revenue. (Art. 2, Sec. 20)

improvement districts. Previously, local gov
ernments needed legislative approval before
establishing any special service district.

Such districts allow for additional taxes or
fees to be imposed, with the additional rev
enue used for the costs of the additional
services within the district.

The measure, proposedbyRep. Steve Kelley
(DFL-Hopkins), gives cities more flexibility
in deciding how to provide services.

The law also requires a public hearing to be
held before such a district is established.
(Art. 8, Sees. 1-17)

Companies that lease airplanes to Minnesota-based airlines, such as Northwest Airlines, will receive a
tax reduction beginning Jan. 1, 1998. HF2102*/SF2304/CH471

Special service,
housing improvement districts

Effective July 1, 1996, cities can establish
specialservice districts for commercialorhous
ing improvement projects. In addition, cities
are allowed to establish,byordinance,housing

Redirecting county aids
A total of $6.8 million in county rail au

thority aid and county general purpose aid
will be redirected to county criminal justice
efforts.

Several years ago, the state authorized
county levies and appropriated HACA funds
to county railroad authorities for their role in
planning and providing for light rail transit in
the metro area.

Rest proposed redirecting $6.8 million in
HACA funds because the light rail project is
not actively beingpursued. Rest said she does
not know what the rail authorities have done
with the money, but she said they should
stop getting it. The change is effective for aids
paid in 1997. (Art. 3, Sees. 46 and 47)

Motor fuels taxes
Among the law's mostly technical motor

fuel provisions is a measure that clarifies when
a tax should be collected on the sale of motor
fuel. The provision, which is in response to a
recent decision by the U.S. Supreme Court,
mandates that the first distributorofmotor fuel
is responsible for the tax.

The measure, effective Aprill3, 1996, aims
to protect Minnesota against challenges to the
current practice of collecting the motor fuels
tax on reservation sales to individuals who
don't live on the reservation. (Art. 5, Sec. 5)

Highlights

SCORE taxes
Disparities in the remittance oflocal waste

collection and disposal taxes will be studied
but not corrected under a provision in the
law. SCORE, which stands for Select Com
mittee on Recycling and the Environment,
refers to the taxes counties and local govern
ments pay on public and private mixed mu
nicipal solid waste management. There are
wide disparities in the amounts of SCORE
taxes paid by local governments.

Under the law, the moratorium on collect
ing underpayments or making refunds on a
previous year's sales taxes on solid waste
management services will be extended for
one more year-until]uly 1997.

A task force is established to make recom
mendations to the Legislature and the Sales
Tax Advisory Council on the various issues
related to this topiC. (Art. 2, Sec. 28)

Helping foster children
Effective April 13, 1996, Minnesota foster

children no longer have to pay sales tax on
automobiles given to them as gifts by their
foster parents.

The provision, sponsored by Rep. Darlene
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park), expands cur
rent law governing motor vehicle sales tax
exemptions to include the foster parent-child
relationship.

Automobile buyers in Minnesota pay a 6.5
percent sales tax based on the purchase price
of the vehicle, less the value of any trade-in
vehicle. (Art. 2, Sec. 23)

Northwest Airlines
Companies that lease airplanes to Minne

sota-based airlines, such as Northwest Air
lines, will receive a tax reduction beginning
Jan. 1, 1998. The law treats part of the
income from these leases as not subject to
Minnesota corporate income tax. Since these
taxes are commonly added to the lease fees,
this change reduces Northwest Airlines' lease
payments.

The provision modifies how leased mov
able property is treated in determining the
Minnesota share of business income for cor
porate income tax purposes.

Currently, receipts from the leasing of
movable property, such as airplanes, auto
mobiles, or railroad cars, are apportioned to
the state where the lessee is based. Under the
provision, such receipts will be apportioned
to the state where the property is used.

The provision will cost the state $3.6 mil
lion in tax revenue in the 1998-1999 bien
nium. (Art. 1, Sec. 9)
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The current sales-tax exemption on used faun machinery, set to expire inJuly, is extended until June
30,1997, under the 1996 omnibus tax law. (The tax rate on new faun machinery is 2.5 percent.) The
exemption will cost the state $1.6 million in lost revenue. HF2102*/SF2304/CH471

encourage economic diversification on the
Iron Range. (Art. 13, Sec. 14)

Performance goals
Cities and counties could either increase

or decrease their share of state aid by setting
performance goals. Rep. Andy Dawkins'
(DFL-St. Paul) measure requires that cities
and counties establish "performance mea
sures" in order to get aid from a newly
established "performance aid" fund. The
measure aims to increase the accountability
of local governments by requiring cities and
counties to adopt goals and work toward
them.

The current HACA program will be re
duced slightly to create the performance aid
fund. Under Dawkins' measure, HACA pay
ments to cities and counties will be reduced
by $I per capita (beginning with aid payable
in 1997) to provide revenue for the fund,
along with a supplemental appropriation of
$1 million. (Art. 3, Sees. 48-49)

School referendums
A measure sponsored by Rep. Tom Pugh

(DFL-South St. Paul), aimed at reaffirming the
state'scommitment to "truthin taxation" policy,
would affect school districts holding bond
referendums. Under the provision, school dis
tricts must notify county auditors and a nota
tion must be made on the truth in taxation
proposed notice that if the pending school
referendum was approved by the voters, it
could result in a higher tax than the school
district's proposed amount shown on the no
tice. The change is effective beginning with
notices prepared in 1996. (Art. 3, Sec. 16)

l18l
"Rainy day" fund boosted

(See Budget, page 11)

Koch tax break
(See Energy, page 27)

Canterbury tax break
(See Gambling, page 34)

Extending the wind exemption
(See Dead Bills, page 75)

Gas tax boost
(See Dead Bills, page 75)

Saving for tuition
(See Dead Bills, page 73)

Liquor tax increase
(See Dead Bills, page 75)

New carbon fuel tax
(See Dead Bills, page 75)

Super-majority required
(See Dead Bills, page 74)

Telecommunication failure
(See Dead Bills, page 69)

TOURISM

Improved snowmobile trails

Anew law, effective March 2,1996, marks
$600,000 in emergency funding for snow
mobile trails.

The law prOvides emergency funding for
trail maintenance and safety efforts. The
money will come from the snowmobile trails
and enforcement account in the state natural

Highlights

resources fund, according to the legislation.
The boom in snowmobiling has elevated

the sport from a form of recreation to a major
part of the state's tourism industry. That
popularity has caused funding shortfalls,
House sponsor Rep. Kris Hasskamp (DFL
Crosby-Ironton) has said.

The law also requires the Department of
Natural Resources to prepare a report that
contains a plan for using at least 65 percent
of all money from the snowmobile trails and
enforcement account for snowmobile grants
in-aid, beginning in fiscal year 1998. In addi
tion, the report would have to contain
recommendations for additional funding
sources for snowmobile grants, which would
provide funding to local snowmobile clubs
to develop and maintain trails.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Doug]ohnson (DFL-Cook).

HF3125/SF2802 */CH293

Omnibus liquor bill:
Liquor on the river

(See Business, page 12)

Environmental funding:
Minnesota resources

(See Environment, page 28)

Amish Buggy Byway
(See Transportation, page 58)

Czech highway
(See Transportation, page 58)

No environmental assessment
(See Vetoed Bills, page 67)=TRANSPORTATION

Transportation funding

A new law that prompted controversy be
cause it permits a speed limit increase pro
vides $60.1 million for transportation
spending.

The new law authorizes a speed limit in
crease to 65 mph on rural, divided highways.
But Gov. Arne Carlson moved to block any
such hike by ordering the commissioner of
transportation to maintain the current 55
mph limit on such roads.

The commissioner has the authority to set
the speed limit under the law.

Carlson opposes increasing the speed limit
because the new law includes neither new,
tougher safety requirements nor funds to
hire additional state troopers.

The governor also used his line-item veto
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A $60.1 million new transportation spending law appropriates $52.7 million to the Department of
Transportation mainly to be used for highway projects throughout the state. The department's
allocation includes $110,000 for repair ofthe historic Stone Arch Bridge in Minneapolis.

Single plate policy

Specialty plates

A new law for old cars sped to passage this
session.

The law, sponsored in the House by Rep.
Richard Pellow (R-New Brighton), will allow
an owner ofan antique automobile to display
aSingle original license plate on the rear of
the vehicle if the plates were issued in 1911,
1944, 1945, or 1946.

In those years, the state issued only Single
plates, said Pellow. State efforts to conserve
scrap metalled to the Single-plate policy.

Previously, the law allowed only owners of
antique automobiles to display originalplates,
if in good condition. However, another law
that requires two plates to be displayed su
perseded the original plate law, leaving be
hind owners of vehicles made in the
single-plate years. Owners of antique auto
mobiles wanted the change in the law so they
don't have to attach new plates, which reduce
the vehicles' authenticity and aesthetic value.

The law, effective Aug. 1,1996, wasspon
sored in the Senate by Sen. Paula Hanson
(DFL-Ham Lake).

HF209S/SF1793*/CH345

Personalized license plates will be avail
able to more pickup truck drivers under a
new state law.

Effective Aug. 1, 1996, the new law will
allow personalized plates to be issued for
one-ton capaCity pickups.

New dispatchers
The governor sought funds to hire 46

additional state troopers to be included in a
$4.S million appropriation he sought for the
Department of Public Safety.

But the new law includes only enough
money to hire four additional state patrol
dispatchers. The measure will provide
$150,000 for the new positions in a $1.3
million appropriation to the department.
(Art. 1, Sec. 5)

Designated parents
EffectiveJuly 1,1996, a symbol placed on a

parent's driver's license or state identification
card will alert police and health care workers
that the parent has deSignated someone to care
for his or her children in times of crisis.

Parents who name another individual as a
designated parent to care for their children in
the case of an emergency will have to pay a
$3.50 fee to have the symbol placed on their
licenses.

Designated parent information will be on
file with the Department ofPublic Safety. The
information will be released to law enforce
ment or health care workers if a parent is
unable to communicate and there is a need to

_ contact someone to care for the child or
children. (Art. 6, Secs. 1-15)

count for a disproportionate number of traf
fic accidents, according to Molnau. And, she
said, the six hours ofbehind-the-wheel train
ing required by driver education programs
are not enough. (Art. 3, Secs. 24 and 25)

-Highlights

Road repair
The law provides $52.7 million to the De

partment ofTransportation mainly to be used
for highway projects throughout the state.

Under the law, about $45.2 million is
devoted to highway construction and an
other $6.2 million will be spent on project
design and engineering.

A total of $9.6 million of the highway
construction funds is available to the depart
ment April 13, 1996; the remainder becomes
available July 1,1996. (The fiscal year 1996
appropriation is not new spending, but a
pass-through of federal highway funds re
ceived as reimbursement for a court-ordered
payment of state funds.)

The department's appropriation also in
cludes $110,000 for repair of the historic
Stone Arch Bridge in Minneapolis, and
$100,000 for driver education programs at
the highway safety center at St. Cloud State
University. (Art. 1, Sec. 2)

authority to cut from the new law $200,000
earmarked for the study of telecommutirig
issues. (See Vetoed Bills, page 67)

Provisions includedin the package approved
by the governor will provide funds for high
way repair, set new requirements for receiving
a driver's license, and allow the hiring of
additional highway patrol dispatchers.

The measurewas sponsored byRep. Bernie
Lieder (DFL-Crookston) and Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon).

HF3137/SF2702*/CH455

Public transit
Underthe law, a total of$1 million is in the

transportation department budget to bolster
public transit in greater Minnesota.

Effective July 1, 1996, another $6 million
will be dedicated to Metropolitan Council
Transit Operations (MCTO) for public tran
sit in the Twin Cities area. But critics said the
money will not be enough to prevent pos
sible fare hikes and service reductions from
looming as a result of MCTO's financial
struggles. (Art. 1, Sec. 3)

More driving practice
Effective Feb. 1, 1997, Minnesotans IS

years old or younger will need to have a
leamer's permit for six months before they
become eligible for a driver's license.

Rep. Carol Molnau (R-Chaska), who
backed the provision, said young people
need more time to learn how to drive before
they are allowed to go it alone.

Drivers IS years of age and younger ac-
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Current law does not allow the plates to be
issued for any vehicle with a capacity in
excess of three-quarters of a ton, which is the
maximum allowed to meet the legal defini
tion of a passenger vehicle.

The new law will meet a trend toward
heavy duty pickup trucks. Special license
plates for firefighters and people with dis
abilities also could be issued for one-ton
pickups under the law.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Tom
Osthoff (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. Paula Hanson
(DFL-Ham Lake).

HF2402 */SF2209/CH435

Freight carriers deregulated

A new law exempts truckers from many
existing state regulations.

The state law comes in response to a mea
sure passed by Congress in 1994 that prohib
its states from placing economic regulations
- those concerning rates, routes, and ser
vice - on most motor carriers.

Effective March 28, 1996, deregulation
called for in the new law conforms to that
federal law.

The new state law lifts economic regula
tions on freight carriers, but the law does not
affect regulations on passenger carriers and
movers of household goods.

Freight carriers no longer have to comply
with regulations that, for example, reqUired
them to file rates with the Department of
Transportation and allowed only those rates
to be charged.

Also eliminated are route regulations that
determinedwhere freight carriers could travel
and the frequency at which they could travel
a designated course.

Thenewlawrequires freight carriers to register
with the transportation department, and that
registration can be suspended or canceled for
failure to maintain proper insurance.

State safety regulations on freight carriers
remain in effect.

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Leslie
Schumacher (DFL-Princeton) and Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy).

HF2587/SF2342*/CH377

Medical waiver law

All truck drivers with a medical condition
who seek a waiver to continue to drive on the
road must produce a doctor's statement veri
fying that their medical problem will not
"adversely affect" their ability to drive safely.

A new law repeals Minnesota's current
medical waiver law for truck drivers (much
of which applies only to diabetics) and re
places it with one that affects all truckers who
seek a medical waiver effective Aug. 1, 1996.

Under the new law, drivers who receive a
medicalwaiver from the Department ofTrans
portation must submit periodic physicians'
reports on their conditions and report any
episodes of loss of consciousness or loss of
ability to drive safely.Truck drivers must also
immediately report any involvement in acci
dents.

Highlights

Failure to report could mean the loss of a
waiver. The measure grants the commis
sioner of the Department of Transportation
the authority to revoke a medical waiver.

The law also requires the department to
deny any waiver application involving a
trucker whose license has been suspended,
revoked, or canceled within the previous
three years or who has been convicted of an
alcohol-related driving violation.

A separate provision in the new law frees
drivers hauling agricultural commodities or
farm supplies from certain federal safety regu
lations effective March 28, 1996. Specifically,
truckers transporting farm commodities and
supplies between March 15 and December 15
of each year are exempt from federal maxi
mum driving and on-duty time regulations.

However, they must be transporting the
load to an area within a 100-air-mile radius of
the farm or supply center.

Rep. RogerCooper (DFL-Bird Island) and Sen.
Jim Vickerman (DR-Tracy) sponsored the law.

HF2163*/SF2053/CH387

Motorcycle safety fund

Effective July 1, 1996, a new state law will
make more money available for motorcycle
safety training and instruction.

The law will change stipulations concern
ing how revenue in the motorcycle safety
fund can be spent.

The fund is generated through a surcharge
on motorcycle endorsements (licenses to
operate motorcycles) on driver's licenses.
The fund supports motorcycle training and
instruction and educates the public about
motorcycle safety.

The new law will reduce the amount spent
on administrative expenses and increase the
amount made available for training and in
struction during fiscal years 1997 through
1999.

Additional funds for training and instruc
tion are expected to be used, in large part, to
purchase new motorcycles for training pro
grams.

The new measure was sponsored by Rep.
Jim Tunheim (DFL-Kennedy) and Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon).

HF2380*/SF2270/CH329

A new law will allow an owner of an antique automobile to display a single original license plate on the
rear ofthevehicle if the plates were issued in 1911, 1944, 1945, or 1946. In those years, the state issued
only single plates. State efforts to conserve scrap metalled to the single-plate policy. HF2098/SFI793*1
CH345
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Highlights

On the road

Effective Aug. 1, 1996, a new statelaw sets
a clear limit on how closely a motorist can
follow an emergency vehicle. It also allows
gas station services to be listed on roadway
markers.

The measure forbids motorists from fol
lowing within 500 feet of an emergency
vehicle, such as an ambulance, fire engine, or
police vehicle that is responding to an emer-
gency. .

Current law forbids tailgating, but does so
with somewhat vague language. It simply
forbids any motorist from follOwing any other
vehicle "more closely than is reasonable and
prudent."

The new law sets a clear standard for how
closely motorists can follow an emergency
vehicle. Violators of the measure would be
guilty ofa petty misdemeanor and would face
the same penalty as for other tailgating of
fenses - a fine of up to $200.

The same new law includes a provision
designed to help direct rural highway motor
ists to nearby gas stations.

The measure will allow gas stations to be
included on roadway markers informing
motorists of services near highway intersec
tions or interchanges.

Current law allows such highway service
signs to list only nearby places of worship,
tourist-oriented businesses, restaurants, mo
tels, resorts, or camping areas.

The service signs are allowed on rural state
highways and bypasses of rural communities
and can list the names of appropriate busi
nesses and the direction and distance to
those businesses.

The new lawwas sponsored by Rep. Bernie
Lieder (DFL-Crookston) and Sen. Mark
Ourada (R-Buffalo).

HF2152*/SF1947/CH456

Amish Buggy Byway

Effective Aug. 1, 1996, a new statelawwill
designate Highway 52 in Fillmore County as
the Amish Buggy Byway. The stretch will be
marked as such by road signs.

Supporters of the law hope it will make
drivers more cautious and more aware of the
possible presence of Amish buggies on the
busy stretch of road.

A recent Rochester Post-Bulletin article
quotes Fillmore County Sheriffjim Connolly
as saying there have been three or four minor
accidents on the road in the past year, as well
as other unreported accidents.
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There are approXimately 700 Amish resi
dents in Fillmore County.

The law calls for local residents to reim
burse the Minnesota Department of Trans
portation (MnDOT) the cost of marking the
highway, estimated to be about $3,000.

Area officials have said the signs will en
courage interest in local culture and add
more tourist dollars to southeastern Minne
sota.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Greg
Davids (R-Preston) and Sen. Kenric Scheevel
(R-Preston).

HF2092/SF1909*/CH279

Czech highway

Effective Aug. 1, 1996, state Highway 13
between the cities of New Prague and Mont
gomery will be designated the "Czech Heri
tage Highway."

The stretch of road cuts through an area of

Anew state law designates Highway 52 in Fillmore
County as the Amish Buggy Byway. Supporters of
the law hope it will make drivers more cautious
and more aware of the possible presence ofAmish
buggies on the busy stretch of road. HF20921
SFl909*ICH279

Minnesota with a rich Czech tradition. (For
example, New Prague's annual Dozinsky fes
tival showcases traditional Czech dancers
and foods.)

The Department of Transportation will
erect signs marking the highway, but the
local communities, "having resolved to sup
port and financially back the marking of this
highway," will foot the bill.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. John
Tuma (R-Northfield) and Sen. Tom Neuville
(R-Northfield).

HF2439/SF2121 */CH287

Honoring veterans

Effective April 3, 1996, a new state law
provides special designations honoring vet
erans on two stretches of Minnesota high
way.

The stretch ofTrunk Highway 22 between
the Minnesota cities ofMankato and Mapleton
is dubbed "Victory Drive," under the new
law.

And Trunk Highway 15 from its intersec
tion with Highway 60 (near Madelia, Minn.)
to the Iowa border is called "Veterans Memo
rial Highway."

The new law calls for the Department of
Transportation to create and erect suitable
markings for the specially designated high
ways. The costs involved with marking the
highways are to be reimbursed by the local
communities.

The bill was sponsored by Rep. Henry
Kalis (DFL-Walters) and Sen. Tracy Beckman
(DFL-Bricelyn).

HF2313/SF2012*/CH426

Memorial roadways

A new law, effective Aug. 1, 1996, will
grant special deSignations to three stretches
of Minnesota highway:
• POW/MlA MemorialHighway (TrunkHigh

way 169, from its intersection with Trunk
Highway 10 near Elk River to its intersec
tion with Minnesota Highway 18 near
Garrison, and Minnesota Highway 18 from
its intersection with Trunk Highway 169
to its intersection with Trunk Highway
371 near Brainerd);

• Veterans MemorialHighway (Trunk High
way 115); and

• John Riley Memorial Boulevard (A segment
of Old County Road 21, from its intersec
tion with Trunk Highway 73 to the Moose
Lake Psychopathic Center).



John Riley, former commissioner of trans
portation and chief of staff under Gov. Arne
Carlson, died ofbrain cancer in March 1994.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Kris
Hasskamp (DFL-Crosby-Ironton) and Sen.
Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd).

HF241O/SFI946*ICH272

POW/MIA roadway
Effective Aug. 1, 1996, Anoka County

Road 7 will be designated the "POWlMlA
Memorial Highway" under a new state law.

The special designation will be for the
stretch of road running between the cities of
Anoka and St. Francis.

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Tom
Hackbarth (R-Cedar) and Sen. Paula Hanson
(DFL-Ham Lake).

HF2068*ISFl802/CH309

Highlights

A new state law allows Capit.al City Trolle! in St. Paul to offer its trolleys for charter service. They are
expected to be chartered mamly for weddmgs and other social events. HF2322*/SF2063/CH321

Rent-a-trolley

Don't be surprised to see the bride, groom,
and wedding party depart in a trolley after a
St. Paul ceremony.

Effective March 16, 1996, a new state law
allows Capital City Trolley to offer its trolleys
for charter service.

The "trackless trolleys," which are natural
gas-burning buses designed to look like old
fashioned trolleys, began running in 1995 on
routes in and around downtown St. Paul.

Capital CityTrolley, the nonprofit organiza
tion that oversees operation of the trolleys,
tried to get authorization from the Transporta
tion Regulation Board to offer charter service.

But other charter providers challenged the
effort to allow the trolleys to be used as
charters, saying there was no need for addi
tional charter service.

The new law requires the board to autho
rize use of the trolleys for charter service
within the city of St. Paul as long as the
vehicles meet state Department of Transpor
tation safety requirements.

The trolleys are expected to be chartered
mainly for weddings and other social events.

The new lawwas sponsored by Rep. Carlos
Mariani (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. SandyPappas
(DFL-St. Paul).

HF2322*ISF2063/CH321

Penalties and prevention:
Guns on buses

(See Crime, page 17)

Wetlands changes
(See Environment, page 29)

Omnibus tax bill:
Redirecting county aids

(See Taxes, page 54)

Selected fees 1996-1997
(See page 60)

Local approval vetoed
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

No convention center bonds
(See Vetoed Bills, page 66)

Omnibus transportation bill
(See Vetoed Bills, page 67)

Gas tax boost
(See Dead Bills, page 75)

.... VETERANSI.IIL-.--__
Gulf War bonuses

There will be a proposed constitutional
amendment on the November ballot to de
termine whether the state should pay Persian
Gulf War veterans monetary bonuses.

Voters will be asked the follOwing ques
tion: "Shall the Minnesota Constitution be

amended to permit the payment of bonuses
to veterans of the Persian Gulf War?"

Historically, the Legislature has recognized
veterans' service in major wars, including
World War I, World War II, the Korean War,
and the Vietnam War. Wars of a smaller
scale, for example, the North Russia Expedi
tion of 1918-1919; Nicaragua, 1927-1932;
the Dominican Republic, 1956-1966; and
Lebanon, 1982-1984 have not been recog
nized.

Ifvoters approve the constitutional amend
ment, the Legislature would decide the
amount and method of the payments in a
subsequent session.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Betty
McCollum (DFL-North St. Paul) and Sen.
James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul).

HF532*ISF530lCH429

Claims against the state
(See Government, page 38)

Honoring veterans
(See Transportation, page 58)

Memorial roadways
(See Transportation, page 58)

POW/MIA roadway
(See Transportation, page 59)
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Highlights [18]

Selected fees effective in 1996 -1997

Area/Purpose
Current New

Chapter Article Section
Effective

Fee Fee Date

_xi}:'!i~':i(:,it:/:!: : ...... :::: ..... :. i: : xi '.:9::·/:i/:/::: :: :: ..•....:.. .

Annual fee to register nonhybrid seeds (for
each variety registered for sale by brand 0 $15 407 16 7/1/96
name)

Annual permit fee, per tanker, for farm bulk
0 $25 407 28 7/1/96

milk pick-up tankers

_:~·iii'ii::XX': .:: .., ··:··':i~;i :....:: ::r: ·.:X· it : ..... ....
<Xt ·.·.··....../XiX·. : ./ .: ....... : ......

Temporary food stand annual license fee $130 $60 451 4
Sec. 56,

7/1/96
Subd. 3

Special event food stand/limited menu,
$30

annual

Crhll~
....... ::/:... :: .....:..... : :

...•.. } : ..: t ..:... ,

Domestic abuse assessment fee, paid by
0 $125 408 3 24 3/1/97

those convicted of certain offenses

Environment
........... ... :.:. :': ... ..: .. ' :: t: : .... :......

:: : i.:······.: : : ....:.:

Annual state park permit fee $18 $20 407 38
for 1997
permits

Fee for a second vehicle $12 $15 407 38
for 1997
permits

Annual permits for persons over age 65 $12 $20 407 38
for 1997
permits

Filing fee for appealing a wetlands
replacement plan, exemption, or no-loss 0 $200 462 Sec. 31 4/12/96
decision

GdIT1Ef8t Fish
' ... :: . .:.... :. ....

Turkey stamp (in addition to small game
0 $5 364 4 3/1/97license fee)

Transportation : : X

Designated parent symbol placed on driver's
0 $3.50 455 6 2 7/1/96

license
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affected nonprofit organizations with a salary
ratio between the highest paid and lowest
paid employee of 25 to 1 or greater.

The bill would have exempted other non
profit organizations, small businesses, and
companies that receive bona fide offers of
financial assistance to relocate to other states.

Wage requirements in the bill also would
not have applied to businesses receiving aid
through tax increment financing (TIF).

The proposal was sponsoredby Rep. Karen
Clark (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. John Hottinger
CDFL-Mankato).

HF2562/SF1997*/CH447

Counseling board vetoed

A bill that would have created a board of
licensed professional counseling was vetoed
by Gov. Arne Carlson.

The bill would have set forth licensure
requirements for people who offer profes
sional counseling services.

In his veto message, the governor said the
"state should tread lightly when it comes to
occupational regulation."

Carlson explained that "the bill exempts
from licensure and board oversight a number
of other professionals who offer the exact
same type ofservices." He added that "if there
is a valid public policy reason to more rigor-

ill

Wage floor for businesses

Full vetoes (19)

Some Minnesota businesses receiving state
subsidies would have had to pay employees
a poverty level wage - at least $7.28 per
hour - under a bill vetoed by Gov. Arne
Carlson.

The governor's veto message explains his
action: "First, [the bill] is inflexible. It would
lock many businesses into paying $7.28 an
hour in return for state aid regardless of the
industry, region, or economic conditions....
Second, the bill is unnecessary. Most eco
nomic development funds already target high
quality jobs.... Third, the bill is counterpro
ductive . . . it suggests that the legislature
knows better than the marketplace about how
to provide secure, decent wage jobs."

Under the bill, medium- and large-sized
companies that get $25,000 or more in state
aid through loans or grants would have had
to pay employees an amount equal to the
current federal poverty level for a family of
four. That's at least $7.28 per hour including
benefits or about $15,000 annually.

The wage requirement also would have

Nineteen full bills and parts of seven others from the 1996 Legislative Session were vetoed by
Gov. Arne Carlson.

RIft BUSINESS
1LI1LLI~__

Governor vetoes 26 bills

Editor's Note: A total of 206 bills and one
resolution reached thegovernor's desk dUring
the 1996 Legislative Session.

The governor vetoed 19 chapters and
line-item vetoed appropriations from seven
more chapters.

The summaries in this section give brief
descriptions of each bill vetoed and some of
the reasons for the governor's actions.

The bills are divided into two categories:
full vetoes and line-item vetoes. Within the
two categories, the bills are arranged alpha
betically by topic.

Once abill has passed both the House and
the Senate in identical form, it is sent to the
governor for consideration. The governor
has several options when considering a bill.
The governor can:
• sign the bill and it will become law;
• veto the bill;
• line-item veto individual items within an

appropriations bill; or do nothing, which
at the end of the biennium results in a
pocket veto.
Ifabill was passed by the Legislature and

presented to the governor before the final
three days of the session in an even-num
bered year, the bill will become law unless
the governor vetoes it by returning it to the
Legislature within three days. The governor
normally signs the bills and files them with
the secretary of state, but the governor's
signature is not required.

Ifabill is passed dUring the last three days
of the session in an even-numberedyear (or
the second year of the biennium) the gover
nor has a longer time to act on it. He/she
must sign and deposit it with the secretary of
state within 14 days of 'sine die' adjourn
ment or the bill will not become law. 1nac
tion by the governor results in a "pocket
veto," and the governor is not required to
provide a reason for the veto.

Only on appropriations bills can the gov
ernor exercise the line-item veto authority.
This option allows the governor to eliminate
the appropriation items to which he/she
objects. As with all vetoes, thegovernor must
include with the returned bill a statement
listing the reasons for the veto.

A specific breakdown ofthe sections ofbills
that were line-item vetoed is included in the
Summary section, which begins on page XX.
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Vetoed Bills

ously regulate counseling provided to the
public, then we should address the problem
in a comprehensive fashion, not in this piece
meal approach."

Increasing current state oversight should
be explored as an alternative to licensure,
said Carlson, noting that "there is already an
existing government mechanism to investi
gate unlicensed counselors when the public
has complaints against them."

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Roger
Cooper (DFL-Bird Island) and Sen. Sam
Solon (DFL-Duluth).

HF66*/SF89I1CH423

___E_L_EC_T_IO_N_S------'-_I
MQil balloting expansion?

Gov. Arne Carlson has vetoed a proposal
he says could have led to a major expansion
of voting by mail in Minnesota.

The bill would have allowed candidates to
campaign on election day and would have
made a variety of other technical changes to
elections law.

But one seemingly minor change related to
mail balloting looked more like a wolf in
sheep's clothing to the governor.

"While this bill contains many provisions
that deserve to become law, it is fatally flawed
because of one section that could ultimately
be used to require mail balloting for every
election in the state," Carlson wrote in his
veto message.

Current state law allows cities or towns
outside the metropolitan area with fewer
than 400 registered voters to conduct voting
by mail.

The bill would have allowed any munici
pality to conduct mail balloting in any pre
cincthaving fewer than 400 registeredvoters.

"Consequently, an existing precinct in, for
example, St. Paul that has 1,300 registered
voters could be subdivided by the city coun
cil into four precincts with fewer than 400
voters each," Carlson wrote. "In this manner
cities could remove the need to establish
precinct polling places by simply subdivid
ing all of their existing precincts."

The governor, who vetoed a separate bill
that would have allowed mail balloting in
cities or towns with up to 1,000 voters, also
restated his opposition to any expansion of
voting by mail.

"... [C]itizens have an obligation to vote,"
Carlson wrote. "Whenever possible the state
should strive to enact policies that encourage
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citizens to be attentive to the entire campaign
before casting their ballot."

Rep. Richard Jefferson (DFL-Mpls) and
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples) sponsored
the measure.

HF289/SF315*/CH441

Vote by mail vetoed

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed a bill that would
have allowed more Minnesotans to vote by
mail.

The bill would have allowed mail balloting
in communities outside the metropolitan
area with fewer than 1,000 eligible voters.
Current law allows voting by mail only in
Greater Minnesota communities with fewer'
than 400 eligible voters.

The proposalwould have allowed "a creep
ing spread of an unwise policy instituted
under a previous administration," Carlson
wrote in his veto message.

And it would have allowed more Minneso
tans "to ignore an important and relatively
easy obligation of Citizenship, that being to
join fellow citizens at the polling place to cast
their ballots," Carlson added.

About 250,000 voters live in communities
now allowed to conduct mail balloting. The
bill would have made about 600,000 people
- or about 15 percent of the state voters
eligible to vote by mail.

Rep. Jim Tunheim (DFL-Kennedy) and
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls)
sponsored the bill.

HF2IOI */SF2283/CH432

Candidate leave vetoed

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed abill that would
have ensured that public employees who run
for elected office are not required to take
unpaid leave from their jobs.

Under current law, state employees are al
lowed to run for office without taking unpaid
leave, but there is no state law providing the
same right to local government employees.

At least 18 of Minnesota's 87 counties
force employees to take unpaid leave if they
become a candidate for office, according to
House bill sponsor Rep. Don Ostrom (DFL
St. Peter).

That means lost wages and benefits for
those employees, Ostrom said, and private
sector workers face no such penalties for
seeking office.

Carlsonvetoed asimilarbill in 1995. While
he acknowledged that the authors of this

year's measure "worked diligently to address
the most objectionable portions oflast year's
bill," the governor believed that a fundamen
tal problem remained.

"Simply put, the state should not unneces
sarily interfere with decisions better left to
locally elected officials," Carlson wrote in his
veto message.

Employees should be allowed to run for
office without taking leave as long as they can
keep their campaign andjobseparate, Carlson
wrote. But, he added, there are situations
where an employee's campaign would be
disruptive to the workplace.

"Locally elected officials should be able to
keep the latitude they now have to establish
policies suited to the local circumstances,"
Carlson wrote.

If citizens have concerns about the issue,
they can take it up with the local officials, he
added.

Sen.John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato) spon
sored the bill in the Senate.

HF2549/SF2267*/CH368

Lobbying prohibition vetoed

Gov. Arne Carlson has vetoed a bill to
prohibit the use ofmoney raised through the
state's political contribution refund program
for lobbying purposes.

Under the program, created by the Legis
laturein 1990, an individual can give up to
$50 to a candidate or political party, obtain a
receipt for the donation, complete a form
from the Department ofRevenue , and get the
cashback from the state. Married couples can
contribute up to $100 and get it back. The
program costs the state about $5 million per
biennium.

Carlson said the effect of the bill would be
to prohibit legislators or constitutional offic
ers from sending out legislative question
naires "or other communications deSigned to
influence public policy." He called such re
strictions "unreasonable."

The governor said if the authors of the bill
are offended by the political use of money
raised through the state's political contribu
tion refund program, theyshould "send [him]
a bill to repeal the whole program."

The proposalwas sponsoredby Rep. Roger
Cooper (DFL-Bird Island) and Sen. Doug
Johnson (DFL-Cook).

HFIl06/SFI086*/CH375



ilL__EM_PL_O_Y_M_E_N_T_l

Minimum wage veto

Gov. Arne Carlson has vetoed an increase
in Minnesota's minimum wage.

The governor also vetoed a 75-cent mini
mum wage increase in 1994.

As Carlson has stated in this and previous
veto messages on the issue, "a minimum
wage increase would cost jobs and cause
inflation." Such an increase, he wrote, auto
matically raises the cost to business. "Natu
rally, retailers must pass on the increased cost
to consumers in the form of higher prices or
cut costs wherever they can. For businesses
in highly competitive areas, such as retail,
this will most likely trigger layoffs, hiring
freezes, reduced benefits and even store clos
ings."

Under this year's bill, the minimum wage
for large businesses would have increased
from $4.25 per hour to $5 per hour in
September 1996 and to $5.35 per hour in
September 1997.

Small businesses also would have seen an
increase in the $4 hourly minimum wage
required of them. For employers with gross
annual sales under $500,000, the minimum
wage would have jumped to $4.75 per hour
in September 1996 and to $5.10 in Septem
ber 1997.

Originally, the bill called for the hourly
minimum wage to increase $2.75 over the
next two years, peaking at $7 per hour for
large businesses. It also contained provisions
that would have allowed employers to pay
lower wages in exchange for providing ben
efits.

Supporters of the bill argued that raising
the minimum wage would help people better
support their families, especially the "work
ing poor" - people who work two or three
minimum wage jobs but still need help.

Opponents argued that the wage hike
would cost the state jobs and exacerbate
economic problems.

Minnesota last increased the minimum
wage in 1991, when it was bumped from
$3.95 per hour to $4.25.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Tom
Rukavina (DFL-Virginia) and Sen. Randy
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul).

HF40 l/SF302*/CH436

[lIB]
No workers' comp study

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed a bill that would
have required the commissioner ofemployee
relations to develop a proposal for a pilot
project to determine the feaSibility ofcoordi
natingworkers' compensation and insurance
benefits.

(However; late in the session the bill was
attached to abill (HF2236/SF1981 */CH384)
that makes small changes to the enforcement
powers of the Department of Commerce. See
related story, page xx)

In his veto message, the governor said the
legislation was unnecessary because the
"agency already has the authority to perform
this study." He also noted the bill said "this
project shall be undertaken only if grants for
this purpose are awarded to the commis
sioner." Therefore, "absent a funding source
to carry out this requirement, this legislation
has no purpose," he said.

The proposal could have included a pilot
project for local units of government as well
as state employees. The commissioner was to
have consulted with theJoint Labor-Manage
ment Committee on Health Plans, the Public
Employees Insurance Program Advisory
Board, health plans serving state and other
public employees, and three other state de
partments: labor and industry, health, and
commerce.

The pilot project would have resulted in a
report to the Legislature by Jan. 15, 1997.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Linda
Wejcman (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Mpls).

HF2953*/SFI871/CH342

.L_E_N_V_I_RO_N_M_E_N_T_

Wind power

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed a non-contro
versial Public Utilities Commission house
keeping bill because it contained an
amendment that changed a wind-generated
electricitymandate placed on Northern States
Power Company (NSP) by the 1994 Legisla
ture.

That year the Legislature passed a contro
versial law allowing NSP to store nuclear
waste outside its Prairie Island plant ifcertain
conditions were met.

One of those conditions required NSP to
construct and operate, purchase or contract
for 225 megawatts of wind energy by Dec.
31, 1998. An additional 200 megawatts is

Vetoed Bills

required by the end of 2002.
'The amendment, which was never dis

cussed in committee, changes the wind power
mandate ... by requiring the additional 200
[megawatts] of wind power required by De
cember 31,2002, be generated only in Min
nesota," said Carlson in his veto message.

"It effectively eliminates competitive bids
from areas in North Dakota and South Da
kota which may have better, more cost effec
tive wind energy potential. . . . The
amendment language is anti-competitive and
costly.

"According to the Department of Public
Service, this "Minnesota only" option will
carry an estimated $43 million of additional
costs, and these costs will be paid by NSP
customers through higher rates."

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Steve
Trimble (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. Steve Novak
(DFL-New Brighton).

HF374*/SFI642/CH466

.. GOVERNMENT
1iiiiII1~__

Legislative auditing

A bill relating to the duties of the Office of
the Legislative Auditor was vetoed by Gov.
Arne Carlson.

"[This] bill unreasonably and substantially
expands the scope and power" of the office,
Carlson wrote in his veto message. "This is a
deliberate attempt to shift power and respon
sibilities away from the judicial and execu
tive branches to the Legislature while passing
it off as non-controversial."

Butwhere the governorseesmajor changes,
Rep.AnnRest(DFL-NewHope),Housespon
sor of the bill, sees only a codification of
existing practices where current law is vague.

The bill would have provided an appoint
ment process for the auditor and the office's
deputy auditors, addressed data privacy is
sues, and explicitly stated the duties that the
legislative auditor already has been conduct
ing at the request of the Legislature.

Carlson mainly objected to a provision
saying the auditor may perform a program
evaluation of "any organization in the execu
tive orjudicial branches ofstate government"
or the University of Minnesota.

The governor called the provision "a dan
gerous threat to the distribution of powers"
outlined in the state constitution.

Rest said the authority has been in law
since the Office ofthe Legislative Auditor was
created in 1973.

"N0 agencyactivity or court function which
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uses taxpayer dollars is exempt from evalua
tion and this duty has nothing to do with the
constitutional separation of powers," Rest
said.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington).

HF2845/SF2418*/CH350

Non-English services

Gov. Arne Carlson has vetoed a bill that
would have assessed whether non-English
speaking Minnesotans are adequately served
by state agencies.

Under the proposal, the state Spanish
Speaking Affairs Council, the Council on
Asian-Pacific Minnesotans, the Council on
Black Minnesotans, the Indian Affairs Coun
cil, and other groups that work with non
English-speaking Minnesotans would have
identified the languages of the clients they
most frequently serve.

Uaisons for each group then would have
formulated a plan that included the current
status of each state agency's compliance with
Minnesota laws governing communication
services for non-English-speaking residents
and suggestions for improving those services.

The state Department of Administration,
in consultation with the attorney general,
would have reviewed the plans and then
submitted them to the Legislature byJan. 15,
1997.

In his veto message, the governor said the
bill "represents a solution in search of a
problem." Minnesota state agencies have a
track record of accommodating non-English
speaking persons in need of assistance, ac
cording to the governor. The bill would have
only burdened state agencies and their clien
tele with additional mandates, he said, stress
ing that the bill contained no mechanism to
fund employees, mandated reports, or any
activity resulting from these reports.

The proposalwas sponsoredbyRep. Carlos
Mariani (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen. SandyPappas
(DFL-St. Paul).

HF1303*/SFI299/CH325

No new council

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed a bill that aimed
to improve cooperation between state and
local government.

The bill called for the creation of a council
on intergovernmental relations made up of
representatives of the Legislature, the execu-
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tive branch, counties, cities, townships, and
school districts.

Council members would have been asked
to study and make recommendations on
issues ranging from state mandates on local
government to opportunities for consolida
tion of services between governmental units
on the state and local level.

Carlson maintains a new council is unnec
essary. The Board ofGovernment Innovation
and Cooperation already works on such is
sues, he said.

"This is a clear case ofduplication," Carlson
wrote in his veto message. "If the Board of
Government Innovation [and Cooperation]
is not doing its job, then it should be elimi
nated as I recommended. But to simply cre
ate another council is absurd."

The administration is "ready and willing"
to work with units of local government to
plan for change and is already doing so,
Carlson added.

"There are sufficient existing mechanisms
to accomplish the necessary dialogue be
tween levels of government, and my admin
istration would be happy to better facilitate
the existing efforts," he wrote.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep.
Howard Orenstein (DFL-St. Paul) and Sen.
James Metzen (DFL-South St. Paul).

HF2782*/SF2597/CH400

No planning report

A bill asking the St. Cloud area planning
organization to provide a report and recom
mend legislative action to state lawmakers
was vetoed by the governor.

The bill outlined specific areas of study to
be addressed, including regional land use
and coordination and the feasibility of a tax
base sharing program for the region. The
proposal applied to Benton, Sherburne, and
Stearns counties.

Gov. Arne Carlson called the bill an "un
necessary first step to take." He said the "bill
amounts to legislative micro-management of
the region, while ignoring the many coopera
tive agreements that are already in place to
deal with jurisdictional problems."

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Joe
Opatz (DFL-St. Cloud) and Sen. Dave Kleis
(R-St. Cloud).

HF2330*/SF2107/CH379

, HEALTHEall----__
MinnesotaCare veto

Abill that would have expanded eligibility
for MinnesotaCare, the state's program to
provide subsidized health coverage to unin
sured residents, was vetoed by Gov. Arne
Carlson. The bill also would have made tech
nical changes to health plan regulations.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Roger Cooper
(DFL-Bird Island), would have allowed indi
vidual adults and households without chil
dren that earn up to 150 percent of the
federal poverty level to become insured un
der MinnesotaCare beginning July 1, 1996.

Currently, Single adults and households
without children that earn up to 125 percent
of the federal poverty level are eligible for
MinnesotaCare.

Under current federal poverty guidelines,
that means the bill would have made eligible
a single adult earning $11,610 or less, and a
two-person household withoutchildren earn
ing $15,540 or less.

The current limits for Single adults and
two-person households without children,
respectively, are $9,675 and $12,950.

In his veto message, Carlson said "in
creases in eligibility for adults must be ap
proachedincrementally." The governorstated
that he would direct the commissioner of
human services "to use her existing authority
to expand the eligibility for this population to
135 percent of the fedenil poverty level effec
tive July 1, 1996." Carlson also suggested
that as "the federal government continues to
debate their role in providing public health
care services, a cautious state approach is
prudent in light of future federal reforms."

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls) sponsored
the proposal in the Senate.

HF2190*/SF2106/434

IliL-_H_U_M_A_N_S_E_R_V_1C_E_S_

Omnibus human services bill

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed a $12.5 million
health and human services supplemental
budget bill.

Lawmakers later removed provisions the
governor opposed and repassed virtually the
same bill, which he signed. (HFI584*/
SF1703/CH451 is the enacted law.)

Carlson was dissatisfied that the Original
bill did not move quickly enough to trans-



form the state's Medical Assistance program
for the poor into a prepaid managed care
system.

Managed care is a method of health care
delivery that tries to contain costs by chan
neling patients to a limited network of doc
tors and other health care workers. The care
is regularly reviewed to determine whether it
is appropriate and necessary and whether
medical procedures are being overused or
underused. Health Maintenance Organiza
tions (HMOs) are probably the most com
mon examples of managed care.

The governor wants all counties to partici
pate in what is known as the Prepaid Medical
Assistance Program (PMAP) which has been
piloted in several counties, including Da
kota, Hennepin, and Ramsey, for several
years.

Under the plan, the state contracts with
managed care health plan companies and
pays them a fixed monthly rate to care for
each enrolled MA recipient. Among other
factors, the rate paid by the state per enrollee
depends on the person's age, gender, and
county of residence. Currently, the state runs
the PMAP system and directly negotiates
contracts with health plan companies.

The bill, however, didn't go as far as the
governor would have liked. Instead of man
dating that all counties participate right away,
it gave counties the option to experiment
with a managed care pilot project for their
residents who receive MA, GAMC, and
MinnesotaCare. Under a pilot project, a
county could run its own managed care
health program, solicit competitive bids from
health care companies, and negotiate con
tracts with the health plans it selected. If a
county chose not to establish a pilot project,
PMAP may have been implemented by Oct.
1,1996.

Carlson not only objected to the language
in the bill regarding county participation, he
opposed the idea of each county managing
its own program.

"With such a large group of health care
consumers, we could expect a great deal of
competition among providers, which would
result in the highest quality of care for our
most vulnerable citizens. Instead, this bill
suggests that we should fragment our pur
chasing power across county demonstration
projects," Carlson stated in his veto message.

Under the current MA fee-for-service pro
gram, citizens can choose their own doctors
as long as the physician is approved by the
state to treat MA patients in addition to their
other clientele.

PMAP not only could limit the doctor
selection for MA patients, it could put a dent
in the practices ofsome physicians. Since MA
patients under a managed care system could
see only doctors affiliated with the approved
HMO, those physicians not affiliated would
likely see their practice diminish.

The omnibus human services bill was spon
sored by Rep. Lee Greenfield (DFL-Mpls)
and Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd).

HF2818*/SF2308/CH393

.L-__L_AW _

Extending the statute

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed a bill that would
have allowed Minnesota hemophiliacs who
became infected with the virus that causes
AIDS after being treated with HIV-infected
blood products an additional year to file
lawsuits.

Sponsored in the House by Rep. Tom Pugh
(DFL-South St. Paul), the bill would have
extended the statute of limitations until June
1, 1997, for affected hemophiliacs.

"It is important to note that 13 cases have
been tried to date across the country, and in
not one of them has the victim recovered
compensation," said Carlson in his veto mes
sage. "Therefore, simply reopening the stat
ute of limitations would not guarantee a
victorious result on the merits of these indi
viduals. In fact, if I were to sign this bill, the
only winners would be the lawyers for both
sideswho would spend years litigating these
cases."

Hemophilia is a hereditary disorder char
acterized by excessive, sometimes spontane
ous, bleeding. Ahemophiliac's blood doesn't
carry the clotting factor that enables a non
hemophiliac to stop bleeding after a short
time.

In the early to mid-1980s, some of the
donated blood used to create the clotting
factor to treat hemophiliacs was contami
nated by the AIDS virus.

Because it sometimes takes years to dis
cover that a person is HIV-infected, the cur
rent six-year statute of limitations for filing
lawsuits against companies that provided the
contaminated clotting factor is not long
enough, Pugh has said.

Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple Grove)
sponsored the proposal in the Senate.

HF2453/SF2198*/CH458

Vetoed Bills

___M_E_T_RO_A_F_F_AI R_S----.J

Wastewater charges

A bill to streamline the billing system for
local sewage charges in the metro area was
vetoed by Gov. Arne Carlson.

Metropolitan Council staffers say the bill
wasn't a significant change in state policy.

But Carlson disagreed. He said the bill was
"stripping" local governments "of their abil
ity to specify sewer access charges" and "uni
laterally" shifting that power to the
Metropolitan Council.

Carlson also objected because a provision
was dropped from the bill dUring conference
committee negotiations that would have lim
ited the cash-flow fund balance of the coun
cil. Carlson noted current law requires "this
discipline of school districts and local units
of government, and this provision should
have remained in the bill."

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Mark
Mahon (DFL-Bloomington) and Sen. Carol
Flynn (DFL-Mpls).

HF2556/SF2194*/CH383

BL-_R_E_T_1R_E_M_E_N_T__

Pension bill vetoed

Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed a bill that would
have allowed members of the Minneapolis
Teachers Retirement Fund to purchase prior
service credit for teacher seIvice outside the
state of Minnesota.

Such a law would have allowed for these
teachers to contribute a lump sum payment
to their pension fund to cover previous years
inwhichno pension contributionswere made.
The benefits would then be received upon
retirement.

The governor noted that "the bill does not
expressly prohibit the school district or any
third party from making payments on behalf
of the member." He added that "this is a flaw
that leaves the issue unresolved."

The governor also said that he is "very
concerned about any pension legislation that
might magnify already significant inequities
among the benefit provisions ofmajor public
pension plans in Minnesota.

The same proposal, however, except the
provision allowing the school district to con
tribute to the prior service credit purchase,
did become law .(HF2417*/SF2417/CH438,
Art. 4, Sec. 4)
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The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Rich
ard Jefferson (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Larry
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls).

HF1540*/SF2461/CH327

1:1 TRANSPORTATION

Local approval vetoed

Abill to give cities the authority to approve
or reject certain transportation projects was
vetoed by Gov. Arne Carlson.

"It does not serve the best interests of
Minnesota's traveling public to grant local
task forces the power to unilaterally deter
mine the state's transportation policy for that
locality," Carlson said.

Under the bill, local task forces could have
been assembled to examine trunk highway
projects that significantly affected a city's
trunk highway access. Task force approval
would have been needed for the corridor
proposal, layoutplan, and construction plans
for the project.

This process would have been an alterna
tive to existing law that provides for arbitra
tion of disputes between MnDOT and local
governments over trunk highway projects.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Gene
Pelowski (DFL-Winona) and Sen. Steve Morse
(DFL-Dakota).

HF1922*/SF1708/CH381

Line-item vetoes (7)

• BONDING
L-----__

No convention center bonds

Gov. Arne Carlson used his line-item veto
authority to slash $37.5 million - including
$12 million intended forthe expansion of the
Minneapolis Convention Center- from the
bonding bill approved by the Legislature.

The rest of the bonding package, which
will provide about $485.3 million in new
bonding for statewide public works projects,
was signed into law.

Funding for the convention center project
was the major item that fell to a line-item
veto.

The cityofMinneapolis Originally requested
$33.8 million this year for an expansion
project that is expected to eventually cost
more than $160 million.
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The $12 million included in the final bond
ing legislation was expected to be enough to
acquire the land needed for the addition to
the convention center.

Carlson, whose capital budget recommen
dations included no funds for the convention
center, expressed concerns about the city's
lack of a plan for financing the rest of the
expansion project.

'The absence of this plan should not come
as a surprise because within the city's existing
bond plan, there is no significant revenue
capacity until well after the tum of the cen
tury," Carlson wrote. "Under this scenario,
there would be a massive tax increase for
Minneapolis residents or the state would be
forced to assume the total cost of the project
or there would be a hole in the ground while
the two jurisdictions debate who will fill it."

The following provisions also were line
itemvetoed from the bondingpackage, which
was sponsored by Rep. Henry Kalis (DFL
Walters) and Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids):
• $10 million for multi-jUrisdictional rein

vestment programs;
• $4.5 million for the merger of the Hibbing

community and technical colleges on the
community college campus;

• $3 million for three separate Metropolitan
State University projects at the St. Paul
region campus, including $1.6 million for
land acquisition, $1.2 million for improve
ments to the power plant annex, and
$200,000 for design of a library;

• $2.3 million for design and construction of
a Department of Natural Resources re
gionalheadquarters facility in Fergus Falls,
Minn.;

• $1.5 million for the construction of a new
facility to house animals and for new ex
hibits at the Lake Superior Zoological Gar
dens in Duluth, Minn.;

• $1 million for the Housing Finance Agency
to offer low- or no-interest loans to acquire
land or buildings for the Neighborhood
Land Trust Program;

• $750,000 for a grant to the Mounds View
school district for improvements to an
environmental learning center operated
by the district;

• $700,000 to relocate elderly state prison
inmates to Ah-Gwah-Ching, a state-run
nursing home near Walker, Minn.;

• $500,000 for restoration of the Milwaukee
Road Depot in Montevideo, Minn.;

• $400,000 for signs and paving of roads,
walkways, and trails at the Farmamerica
facility in Waseca, Minn.;

• $350,000 for predesign and design of a
proposed Voyageur interpretive and con
ference center in International Falls, Minn.;

• $300,000 for updating of the master plans
for the network of state historic sites;

• $200,000 for the predesign and design ofa
proposed headwaters science center in
Bemidji, Minn.; and

• $85,000 for the predesign for the renova
tion of the Fergus Falls Regional Treat
ment Center.
HF3273*/SF2879/CH463

Dt--__E_D_U_C_A_T_IO_N__

K-12 vetoes

Gov. Arne Carlson used his line-item veto
authority to slice $629,000 from a K-12
education funding package Signed into law.

The new law still will provide $31.7 mil
lion for K-12 education, with much of the
money earmarked for school technology and
full-day kindergarten programs.

Carlson line-item vetoed a $300,000 grant
program to foster constructive school disci
pline policies focused on keeping kids in the
classroom.

Rep. AliceJohnson (DFL-SpringLake Park)
backed the grant program as a way to help
schools address behavior problems.

But Carlson disagreed.
"Although solid diSCipline policies are a

growing concern for school districts, I have a
grave concernwith providingadditional fund
ing for a program that is already required by
law," Carlson wrote in his veto message.

The governor line-item vetoed another
$150,000 earmarked to allow students to
ride city buses to St. Paul's new Arlington
High School during the next school year. The
money would have gone to the school dis
trict, which, in tum, would have signed a
contract with Metropolitan Council Transit
Operations.

"Districts should not be encouraged to
believe that extra funds are available for such
programs," Carlson wrote.

Carlson also line-item vetoed $100,000
for a "family connections" program and
$79,000 to buydown property taxes in the
Pequot Lakes school district.

The governor accepted the rest of the edu
cation spending package.

The measure was sponsored by Johnson
and Sen. Larry Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls).

HF2156*/SF1884/CH412



_<-_E_N_V_I_RO_N_M_E_N_T_

Environmental projects vetoed

The environment and natural resources
appropriations bill was signed into law, but
was stripped of $215,000 by Gov. Arne
Carlson's line-item vetoes.

The $10.3 million law funds a variety of
proposals relating to agriculture, natural re
sources, and the environment.

Carlson vetoed four projects:
• $150,000 for the Minnesota Institute for

Sustainable Agriculture. Carlson said the
appropriation is a "premature funding pro
posal." He said there have been "many
concerns raised by the agricultural com
munity as to the necessity of this program
based on the project's extremely broad
charge." The program is also "duplicative
of current university and state programs,"
according to Carlson.

• $25,000 for the Wabasha County exten
sion service. The governor said the fund
ing for the "Wabasha County extension
service for a pilot program to assist retiring
farmers is also duplicative of the already
established Passing on the Farm program
whichreceives funding in this bill." Carlson
added that "before expanding this pro
gram into other areas, the success of the
Passing on the Farm program should first
be evaluated."

• $20,000 for the Environmental Quality
Board to study environmental justice. Ac
cording to the governor's veto message,
"the appropriation for the environmental
justice study is insufficientto fund a full
examination of all the issues called for in
the study." Carlson said that "to undertake
extensive examination ofall of these issues
would be costly and cannot be supported
by the current appropriation for the Envi
ronmental Quality Board." Furthermore,
he added, the board, "through its current
authority, has mechanisms in place to ad
dress issues of environmental justice."

• $20,000 for the Minnesota Dairy Producers
Board. Carlson said this appropriation was
"unnecessary," noting that the "Depart
ment of Agriculture has been involved in
the activities that would become the re
sponSibility of the proposed dairy produc
ers board. Furthermore, the governor said
that "substantialoppositionhas been raised
from within the dairy industry with regard
to this proposal. Consequently, there is no
need for a state sanction or appropriation
for this activity."

The proposalwas sponsoredbyRep. Chuck
Brown (DFL-Appleton) and Sen. Steve Morse
(DFL-Dakota).

HF32311SF2167*/CH407

No environmental assessment

Gov. Arne Carlson has line-item vetoed a
$50,000 study that would have addressed
two pending projects near the Mississippi
River in Minneapolis.

The omnibus state government finance
bill contained a provision calling for the
state's Environmental Quality Board (EQB)
to assess two situations.

The first was to determine whether a metal
shredding plant near the river was compat
ible with "tourism and other non-industrial
uses" of the land which has been designated
"an area of critical concern." Although un
named by the legislation, the provision was
targeting a specific kondirator, or metal
shredding plant, which is pending along the
river in north Minneapolis. (There also is a
similar project in St. Paul.)

Secondly, the bill called for the EQB to
study the environmental and health effects of
burning coal "within or near residential areas
of large urban centers." The provision is
directly related to the University of
Minnesota's controversial plan to refurbish a
steam plant on the Mississippi riverfront.
Some members have cited the potential envi
ronmental danger of coal-burning facilities
as a need for further study and a reason to
favor alternative energy-generating technolo
gies. Others have said the issue has been
studied enough.

The remainder of the bill was signed into
law.

The law was sponsored by Rep. Tom
Rukavina (DFL-Virginia) and Sen. Gene
Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids).

HF3214/SF2857*/CH390

Kondirator study scrapped

Gov. Arne Carlson has signed the omnibus
economic development bill into law, but
deleted $5,000 to fund an environmental
study.

The dollars would have funded a study to
determine whether a metal shredding plant
near the Mississippi River was compatible
with "tourism and other non-industrial uses"
of the land which has been designated "an
area of critical concern." Although unnamed
by the legislation, the provision was targeting
a speCific kondirator, or metal-shredding

Vetoed Bills

plant project which is pending along the
river in north Minneapolis.

The study was to be conducted by the
Pollution Control Agency and the Depart
ment of Natural Resources.

An identical study to be conducted by the
Environmental QualityBoard (and a $50,000
appropriation) was called for in a separate
omnibus bill which was also line-itemvetoed
by the governor.

Carlson said "further study and corre
sponding appropriations are unnecessary."

The measure was sponsored by Rep. Jim
Rice (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Carl Kroening
(DFL- Mpls).

HF3243*/SF2852/CH452

• HIGHER EDUCATION I

Grant funds vetoed

Gov. Arne Carlson has line-item vetoed
$1.55 million contained in this year's higher
education supplemental funding proposal.

Gone from the proposal is $1.5 million to
increase living and miscellaneous allowances
in state grants for college students and an
other $50,000 to repay college loans for
graduates of Minnesota law schools who
practice low paying, public interest law.

"In a time when colleges and universities
... are struggling to provide quality programs
with limited resources, this [$1.5 million]
appropriation is a particularly poor use of
state resources," Carlson wrote in his veto
message. "Changes in financial aid should be
made in the budget year."

Regarding the loan forgiveness grants,
Carlson said, "Targeted resources and finan
cial aid should be directed to students who
are struggling to attend institutions currently,
and not to someone who has successfully
graduated."

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Tony
Kinkel (DFL-Park Rapids) and Sen. LeRoy
Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls).

HF3239/SF2849*/CH395

=TRANSPORTATION

Omnibus transportation bill

Gov. Arne Carlson moved to block a speed
limit increase authorized in a transportation
funding bill passed by the Legislature, and he
used a line-item veto to cut $200,000 from
the legislation.
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The bill called for the speed limit to be
increased to 65 mph on rural, divided high
ways in Minnesota.

"I have instructed the commissioner of
transportation to use his authority under the
bill to keep the speed limit on freeways and
expressways at 55 mph," Carlsonwrote inhis
veto message.

The governor took issue with the proposed
speed limit hike because it was not accompa
nied by funds to hire more state troopers or by
other increased safety measures.

68

While moving to block the controversial
speed limit called for in the bill, the governor
signed off on a $60.1 million package that
will devote much of its spending to highway
construction.

Carlson's line-item veto eliminated from
the transportation department budget
$200,000 earmarked for the study of issues
related to telecommuting and the develop
ment of recommendations to improve the
integration of telecommunication systems.

The telecommuting provision would have
duplicated work already being undertaken
by the Department ofAdministration and by
"a number ofother state agencies," according
to the governor.

The proposalwas sponsoredby Rep. Bernie
Lieder (DFL-Crookston) and Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon).

HF3137/SF2702*/CH455



ill
policies to halt varied and often stricter local
ordinances.

Bill proponents say statewide, uniform
penalties are necessary, and that blanketing
the state with penalties for retailers is an
improvement given that just 108 municipali
ties have imposed penalties to date.

When Rep. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope)
succeeded in a floor amendment removing
the pre-emption provision from the bill,
House sponsor Rep. Loren Jennings (DFL
Harris) used a procedural move to halt de
bate on the bill. It never resurfaced.

The Senate proposal was sponsored by
Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples).

HFI08/SF558*

Abill that would have guaranteed Internet
access and other advanced telecommunica
tions services to every Minnesotan failed to
pass the House Regulated Industries and
Energy Committee.

The proposal would have levied a 1 per
cent tax on the sale of telecommunication
and information services and established
state-subsidized incentives for telecommu
nications providers to offer advanced ser
vices to any area where 25 or more people
wanted such services.

Some telecommunications providers said
that provision, which included competitive
bidding for the subsidies, would squeeze out
local phone companies. Others said the 1
percent tax would increase monthly tele
phone bills by $60 or more and would actu
ally stall current progress that's leading to
universal access.

The bill would have established goals over
a lO-yearperiod, includinguniversal Internet
access by the end of 1998 and high-speed,
interactive, full-motion video by 2005. Cur
rently, some outstate residents pay signifi
cantly more than those in the metro area for
advanced telecommunications services and
some can't get such services because local
providers don't offer them.

Eventually, House sponsor Rep. Steve
Kelley (DFL-Hopkins) dropped the 1 per
cent tax and urged the committee to pass the
bill's goals alone.

1.1 CONSUMERS

Telecommunication failure

Aproposal to require store owners to train
retail clerks on state laws regarding tobacco
sales to minors again stalled in the House.

The bill also called for fines and, in some
cases, tobacco license suspensions to penal
ize retailers who sell smokes to kids.

But some anti-smoking forces and local
government officials didn't like the proposal.

The measure would have prohibited local
units of government from enacting tobacco
sales ordinances tougher than those con
tained in the bill. So-called "pre-emption"
laws of varying strengths already are on the
books in at least 26 states.

Anti-smoking forces viewpre-emptionlaws
with great skepticism because often they are
supported by tobacco companies. Critics of
pre-emption argue the tobacco companies
are accepting some lenient sales restrictions
and penalties as part of uniform statewide

Kids and tobacco

House and Senate lawmakers introduced a total of
6,185 bills during the 1995-96 biennium. The vast
majority ofthose proposals wound up in a common
file: the recycling bin.

I!tDL__B_U_S_1N_E_S_S__

Editor's Note: While New Laws 1996
focuses on bills that were approved by
the Legislature, it is also important to
mention some of the bills that received
attention dUring the session, but did not
become law.

Because this is the second year of the
two-year spending cycle, such bills are
dead and will have to be officially rein
troduced next year if lawmakers want
to take them up again.

Interest rate hike

Bills considered, not passed

A proposal to allow Minnesota banks to
charge higher interest rates on credit cards
they issue failed to win approval in 1996.

State law caps the credit card interest rate
for Minnesota financial institutions at 18
percent. The catch is that federal law does not
allow the state to limit the interest on credit
cards issued to Minnesotans by financial
institutions in other states. And most other
states allow higher interest rates than Minne
sota currently does.

As a result, very little issuing ofcredit cards
is done within the state. Most Minnesota
banks and large retailers that do offer credit
cards make arrangements with out-of-state
financial institutions so higher rates can be
charged.

A proposal would have allowed financial
institutions in the state to charge up to 21. 75
percent interest annually on credit cards.

Supporters of the change argued that al
lowing a higher interest rate would simplify
business for financial institutions in the state,
and help create more jobs.

The provision passed the House as part of
the omnibus financial institutions bill
(HF2369*/SF2037/CH414) but did not sur
vive conference committee negotiations.

____B_A_N_K_IN_G _
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Dead Bills

"The technology exists today to do this.
What does not exist ... is the vision that this
technology ought to be available not just to
big business but to small businesses and
residents," he said.

But some committee members said the bill
wasn't acceptable even without the contro
versial 1 percent lax. They said they feared
the tax - or some other private industry
funding mechanism - would be presented
to them in the future.

Sen. janet johnson (DFL-North Branch)
sponsored the Senate companion.

HF2459/SF2222

Sharing electronic data

Should users of on-line services have the
right to prevent their personal information
from being released by the Internet service
provider?

The House passed a bill saying yes, on-line
services that release information about sub
scribers to other companies must get permis
sion to do so. It would have applied to any
identifying information, including residen
tial or electronic mail addresses. House spon
sor Rep. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins) said the
lawwouldhave been the first ofits kind in the
nation.

The Senate version of the bill called for no
privacy rights, and instead, opted for a study
of the issue.

A House-Senate conference committee re
turned a bill with a statement of privacy prin
ciples for on-line subscribers, a list of
responsibilities for on-line providers, and a
proposed committee charged with making
recommendations to the Legislature onhow to
implement and enforce the privacy principles.

House members didn't like the compro
mise and rejected it on an 83-47 vote.

Sen. Ted Mondale (DFL-St. Louis Park)
sponsored the proposal in the Senate.

HF2816*/SF2454

!lL-__E_D_U_C_A_T_IO_N__

Vouchers defeated

Gov. Arne Carlson's effort to create a school
voucher pilot project in Minnesota stalled
this legislative session.

The bill would have allowed parents to use
state money for private school tuition. The
House Education Committee's Subcommit
tee on Quality Initiatives rejected the bill and
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the Senate companion nevermade it out ofits
first committee.

The original bill would have set up pilot
programs in St. Paul, Minneapolis, Brooklyn
Center, and one rural district. After its de
mise, Carlson developed an alternatevoucher
plan that focused on St. Paul. It, too, stalled.

Opponents argued that vouchers would
hurt public education and provide little help
to students Glnd parents.

Supporters maintained that vouchers
would provide parents with more choices on
where and how to educate their children.

Rep. LeRoy Koppendrayer (R-Princeton)
and Sen. Gen Olson (R-Minnetrista) spon
sored the bill.

HF2084/SF1851

Releasing student records

A bill to ensure that a district receives the
education records of students transferring
from a private school to a public school failed
to survive the 1996 Legislative Session. Cur
rent law obligates school districts to transfer
students' education records

The bill would have closed a loophole in
current law that doesn't obligate private
schools to transmit student records.

Current state law makes the school district
responsible for passing along the records of a
transferring student. Beca~se the law ad
dresses only school districts, private schools
are exempt from the requirement.

The bill never emerged from its first Senate
committee hearing and although it survived
the committee process in the House, it never
received a vote on the House floor.

A small number of private schools explOit
the situationby refusing to release the records
until all disputes (often unpaid tuition or
library fines) are settled, Dale Swanson of the
Minnesota Elementary School Principals As
sociation told lawmakers.

The bill stated that the pupil's records
"belong to the pupil," Swanson has said. "..
. They [records] really shouldn't be held
hostage because ofdisputes parents get into."

The absence of educational records can
complicate the new school's efforts to deter
mine a student's grade placement or a need
for special programming.

The bill required all schools - rather than
school districts - to transmit a transferring
student's records to his or her new school
within 10 business days of a request by the
enrolling district. In the absence of a request,
a school- not the district, as under current
law - must make "reasonable efforts" to

locate a transferring student's new school.
Rep. Mike Delmont (DFL-Lexington) and

Sen. jane Krentz (DFL-MayTownship) spon
sored the bill. .

HF2153/SF1795

1II,--__E_LE_C_T_,o_N_S__

Returning campaign dollars

A failed 1996 proposal would have made
candidates who step out of line on the cam
paign trail pay back public campaign subsidy
funds.

The measure would have made subsidy
repayment a potential penalty for violations
of the state's fair campaign practices law.

The courts would have decided how much
of the public subsidy funds, if any, the of
fender must return.

The measure would have applied to candi
dates in general and special elections.

The bill passed the Senate on a 63-0 vote.
On the House side, the measure was folded

into a larger elections bill that was passed by
the full body. However, the provision requir
ing return of public subsidy f~nds for viola
tions of fair campaign practices law was
deleted in conference committee.

The proposal was sponsored by Rep. Betty
McCollum (DFL-North St. Paul) and Sen.
Ember Reichgottjunge (DFL-New Hope).

HF2275/SF1895

.,--_E_N_V_I_RO_N_M_E_N_T_

Prairie Island revisited

Efforts to negotiate a deal between North
ern States Power Co. (NSP) and the Prairie
Island Mdewakanton Dakota over the nuclear
waste storage issue did not succeed.

A bill sponsored by Rep. Alice Hausman
(DFL-St. Paul) would have repealed the "al
ternative site" provision in the 1994 law
which requires NSP to find another site in
Goodhue County to store casks beyond the
17 now allowed at the Prairie Island plant
near Red Wing, Minn. NSP has said the cost
of finding and operating an alternative site
would be about $19 million.

The tribe and NSP tried for months to
negotiate an agreement to change the law,
which the Legislature then would have to
approve.

Under the bill, NSP would have gotten a



Bills attempting to halt, delay, or continue to study proposed industrial developments on the banks of
the Mississippi River, such as the University of Minnesota's plan to renovate its coal-burning steam
plant, either stalled or were vetoed by Gov. Arne Carlson.

property tax exemption for the plant's waste
storage pad and casks as well as relief from
the alternative site requirement in exchange
for annual payments to the tribe. The tribe
would have received $850,000 annually for
the operating life of the plant; $350,000
annually for the siting of the storage pad; and
$53,000 annually per dry cask.

NSP also would have made a one-time $2
million payment to the tribe and given the
tribe 1,750 acres of land to relocate mem
bers. The company did not like the proposal.

In passing the 1994 law, legislators and
tribal members assumed the waste at Prairie
Island would be transferred out ofstate or the
plant would be closed by 2002. That's the
year NSP is hoping an interim federal nuclear
disposal site will be established. Apermanent
federal nuclear repository to be located at
Yucca Mountain, Nev., won't be ready until
well into the next century.

The tribe has said they fear both the pos
sible health repercussions of living near ra
dioactive waste and the potential harm of a
major accident. While they would not take
payments from NSP when the 1994 law was
passed, the tribe now says they should be
given both money and land to compensate
them for their proximity to the plant.

Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
sponsored the Senate proposal.

HF3236/SF2866
A separate proposal considered by the

Senate also stalled. It would have allowed
NSP to re-rack or rearrange its waste inside
the plant to exceed the capacity ofthe allotted

17 casks also in exchange for payments to the
tribe. Hausman's bill would have prohibited
re-racking. Current law allows NSP to re
rack as long as total waste stored at the site
doesn't exceed 17 casks worth of material.

The proposal considered by the Senate
was sponsored by Sen. Steve Novak (DFL
New Brighton). The House sponsor was Rep.
Steve Trimble (DFL-St. Paul).

HF2784/SF2495

Steam plant, kondirator survive

Efforts to halt, delay, or otherwise continue
to study both a University ofMinnesota steam
plant and a proposed metal shredder near the
Mississippi River in Minneapolis either stalled
or met with gubernatorial vetoes.

Although a modified coal-burning steam
plant would release less harmful substances
than the current two plants, controversy has
centered around whether or not to find an
alternative to the University's proposal for a
coal-burning plant along the Mississippi.

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) introduced
HF2351, which would have banned certain
projects, such as a coal-burning facility, in the
Mississippi River corridor. It won approval
from three House panels, but stalled on the
House floor. The Senate companion (SF2390),
sponsored by Sen. Larry Pogemiller (DFL
Mpls) ,was voted down by the Senate Environ
ment and Natural Resources Committee.

A vetoed study in a separate proposal
(HF3214/SF2857*/CH390) called for the

Dead Bills

Environmental Quality Board to study the
environmental and health effects of burning
coal "within or near residential areas oflarge
urban centers."

Also unpopular with some lawmakers is a
proposed kondira'tor, or metal-shredding
plant, which is ready to be built along the
river in north Minneapolis. Provisions con
tained in two omnibus bills calling for studies
of the project were vetoed by the governor.
The studies (contained in HF3214/SF2857*/
CH390 and HF3273*/SF2879/CH452) were
to determine whether ametal shredding plant
near the river was compatible with "tourism
and other non-industrial uses" of the land
which has been designated "an area ofcritical
concern."

Saving white pines

The proposed "restore the white pine act"
won approval from one House panel but
went no further.

Thebill, sponsoredbyRep. Willard Munger
(DFL-Duluth), mandated a 22-month mora
torium on the logging of white pine on state
land.

Environmentalists spoke in favor of the
bill, citing statistics that show Minnesota has
lost nearly all of its original white pines 
more than three million acres. Loggers and
forestry trade group officials said the bill
would mean lost jobs and other economic
problems for forested areas.

Department of Natural Resources officials
disputed claims that white pines are in sig
nificant danger and said they've done plant
ing and taken other steps to ensure their
survival. The bill would have required the
DNR to create a restoration plan and seek
funding in 1997 or 1998 for the plan.

While some members agreed a moratorium
would costjobs, some disagreed saying the bill
would not significantly harm lOgging and that
regaining past levels of white pines could
actually create economic opportunities.

Sen. Janet Johnson (DFL-North Branch)
sponsored the Senate proposal.

HF1897/SF1757

No waste in the water

A bill to enforce "zero tolerance" for dis
charging human wastes into surface waters
stalled early in the 1996 session.

Sponsored by Rep. Dennis Ozment (R
Rosemount), the bill restated existing law
which makes it a misdemeanor to discharge
untreatedwaste into surfacewaters. The crime
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Is this office necessary?

The Senate voted 54-1 to let Minnesotans
decide whether the office of state treasurer
should be abolished. But the proposal stalled
in the House.

Several bills were introduced to abolish
the treasurer's office and transfer the
treasurer's responsibilities to the commis
sioner of finance.

The current state treasurer didn't like the
idea.

Rep. Mindy Greiling (DFL-Roseville),
House sponsor of one of the proposals, said
legislators first discussed Whether to elimi
nate the office in 1948, and the idea has been
introduced numerous times since then. In
1985, lawmakers actually voted to transfer
many of the responSibilities of the treasurer
to the finance department. Although the bill
was Signed into law by then-Gov. Rudy
Perpich, it was declared unconstitutional by
the Minnesota Supreme Court, which ruled
that the degree of change required by the

Hunting, fishing privilege?
A bill to make Minnesota the first state

with a constitutional amendment to protect
hunting and fishing privileges died in com
mittee.

The proposal, which called for a vote by
citizens in November, passed the Senate 52
12, but was left in limbo in the House Rules
and Legislative Administration Committee.

The bill asked if "citizens shall have the
privilege to fish, hunt and take game subject
only to restrictions as prescribedbylaw."The
original bill gave citizens the "right" - not
privilege - to fish, hunt and take game as did
the bill that the Senate passed.

Critics ofthe bill acknowledged that chang
ing the word "right" to "privilege" made the
bill more acceptable but they still maintained
there was no need for the legislation. They
argued the bill could set a precedent for
"frivolous" constitutional amendments.

Supporters said the bill would be the
nation's first step in standing up to anti
hunting and animal rights groups.

Rep. Mark Holsten (R-Stillwater) and Sen.
Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l Falls) sponsored the
bill.

HF1306/SFllll *

!!,--_G_O_V_ER_N_M_EN_T_

-
under state law. The bill also would have
removed a six-week limitation for paying
pregnancy-related expenses of the birth
mother;

• made adoption records public on the 75th
anniversary of the granting of the adoption
decree; and

• allowed the state health commissioner to
provide adoptees age 65 and older who
were adopted before Aug. 1, 1982, with
information contained in his or her origi
nal birth certificate, unless the birth parent
has filed an affidavit that they don't want
the information disclosed.
Thebillwas the product ofayear's work by

a task force charged with revising and updat
ing the state's adoption laws.

Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester) and
Rep. Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls) sponsored
the legislation.

HF2069/SF1888*

No cards at Canterbury

A bill to help revive the state's ailing horse
race industry passed four House committees
but was then defeated in the House Taxes
Committee.

The bill would have allowed Canterbury
Park in Shakopee to operate a card club. It
would have set a limit of 50 tables of card
players at anyone time; an opening-wager
limit of $10; and a maximum raise amount
limit of $10.

The card club would have generated an
estimated $2.5 million annually in local and
state tax revenue and helped the beleaguered
racetrack's financial situation. The track's
annual operating loss now stands at about $ I
million. (Lawmakers did provide the track
with substantial tax relief. See related story,
page xx)

Proponents said the track needs some
thing to help it break even. Opponents said
the card club was an expansion of gambling
that the state didn't need.

Canterbury Park, which closed because of
financial losses in 1993 and then was pur
chased and re-opened, now employs 200
people year-round and another 500 during
the racing season, House sponsor Rep. Chuck
Brown (DFL-Appleton) said.

Rep.JerryJanezich (DFL-Chisholm) spon
sored the Senate proposal.

HF2I76/SF2052

Adoption rules

is punishable by up to 90 days in jail and a
$700 fine.

Ozment said he decided to sponsor the bill
after he failed to get the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA) to stop violators of
the human waste law. He said there are over
200 communities statewide where human
wastes are being discharged illegally.

This problem is not a priority with the
MPCA, according to Ozment, who added
that the agency is "overwhelmed with re
sponsibilities."

Patricia Burke, manager oftheWater Qual
ity Division for the MPCA, said the problem
lies not in the lack of an appropriate law but
rather in the lack of resources in communi
ties and in her department to give human
waste issues a higher priority.

Most critics of the bill said it was
repetitious.

HF2260/SFnone

Dead Bills

A bill to broaden Minnesota laws govern
ing adoption died dUring the 1996 Legisla
tive Session.

The bill passed the Senate but failed to get
a vote on the House floor.

The measure would have:
• allowed grandparents in stepparent adop

tion cases to petition the court for a visita
tion order. The court, in tum, would have
determined whether visits by a child's
grandparents would be in the best inter
ests of the child and would not interfere
with the parent-child relationship;

• reqUired that a birth parent who intends to
give up a child for adoption give notice to
the other birth parent either before plac
ing, or within 72 hours of placing, the
child for adoption. The birth parent who
receives the notice would have had 60 days
after placement of the child to either con
sent or refuse to consent to the adoption;

• limited criminal background checks on
prospective adoptive parents and every
one else 13 and older living in the home to
the previous 10 years. (When the Legisla
ture made criminal background checks
mandatory in 1994, the law included no
time frame);

• allowed prospective adoptive parents to
pay for transportation, meals, and lodging
related to payment ofcounseling, medical,
and legal fees, which are now permitted

II'-- F_A_M_'L_Y I _L-__G_A_M_B_L_IN_G__
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statute could be accomplished only by a
constitutional amendment, which must be
voted on by the citizens.

The latest bill would have put the question
of abolishing the treasurer's job on a state
wide ballot in the November 1996 general
election, and voters would decide whether to
amend the state constitution.

Greiling and her supporters said the move
would save the state between $150,000 and
$2.5 million a year, would improve coordina
tion and efficiency, and would eliminate the
possibility of unqualified candidates being
elected to the post. (In 1990,more than30,000
Minnesotans voted for state treasurer candi
date and prison inmate Leonard]. Richards,
who was convicted in the 1987 shooting and
stabbing death of his tax attorney.)

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan) spon
sored the Senate proposal.

HF87/SF918*

• HIGHER EDUCATION

Saving for tuition

Ahandfulofbillsdesigned to encourage saving
for college tuition didn't make it into law.

One would have allowed students to turn
their state income tax liability into college
tuition.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Peg Larsen (R
Lakeland), would have allowed students in
grades seven through 12 to deSignate up to
25 percent of the income taxes they owe for
college expenses. The money, held in a fund
managed by the commissioner of revenue,
would have been available, tax free, for "edu
cational purposes" within 28 months ofhigh
school graduation.

The idea came from 15-year-old Brian
McConnell of Stillwater.

HF3258/SFnone
The governor's EdVest proposal, which

would have established IRA-like accounts for
college, was added to the omnibus tax bill on
the House floor (HF3249) but was lost in the
conference committee shuffle.

Yet another bill would have allowed for the
sale of tax-free bonds to be used for college
tuition costs.

Under the bill, the state would have of
fered bonds attractive to parents saving for
higher education expenses. Many specifics of
the bond programs would have been set by
the finance department, but considerably
more affordable bondswouldhave beenmade
available.

Currently, general obligation bonds are
sold at a minimum $5,000 denomination,
the amount the bond is worth upon maturity.
The bill would have required denominations
as small as $500 to be made available. As with
their more costly counterparts, the smaller
bonds would have been tax exempt.

Similar programs are already in place in 24
other states, according to House sponsor
Rep. Lyndon Carlson (DFL-Crystal). His bill
passed the House 128-0, but went nowhere
in the Senate.

The Senate proposal was sponsored by
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing).

HF2058/SF2144

Tuition breaks

Aproposal to use $50 million of the state's
projected revenue surplus to lower college
tuition for the 1996-1997 school year failed
to become law.

House sponsor Rep. Myron Orfield (DFL
Mpls) said his bill would have brought a
much-needed 12 percent tuition decrease to
college students throughout the state.

But some members strongly criticized
Orfield's proposal, saying it was a short-lived
solution to a long-term problem.

Since 1982, inflation has increased 64
percent, Orfield said. Over the same period,
tuition has increased 183 percent at the Uni
versity of Minnesota and 334 percent at
technical colleges, he said. As it stands, the
price of higher education in Minnesota is
well above the national average for all institu
tions, he said.

Some said relief should be targeted to
those most in need - not offered to rich and
poor students alike through tuition cuts.

Orfield said a tuition cut made more sense
than a needs-based approach because such
programs both produce resentment of the
neediest and don't survive politically from
one year to the next.

The bill was later scaled back, with $3.5
million in tuition relief going to the Minne
sota State Colleges and Universities system
and another $1.5 million to the University of
Minnesota. An additional $5 million would
have been for targeted grants for students
from families with a gross income ofless than
$20,000 annually.

The smaller proposal passed the House
112-19, but was not acted upon by the
Senate. Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
sponsored the Senate proposal.

HF2568*/SF2095

Dead Bills

II~H_U_M_A_N_SE_R_V_IC_E_S_
Short-lived apology

A bill offering a public apology to mentally
handicapped people whom the state involun
tarily committed to state institutionswas with
drawn during the 1996 Legislative Session.

House sponsorRep. BettyMcCollum (DFL
North St. Paul) withdrew the bill as it was
being presented to the House Health and
Human Services Committee after members
deleted what she considered tobe important
language.

The more than two-page resolution origi
nally stated, in part, that:

"Whereas, since the founding of the
Faribault Regional Treatment Center in 1879,
tens ofthousands ofMinnesotans with devel
opmental disabilities (primarily mental re
tardation) have beenremoved from Minnesota
communities and committed to live in state
institutions where many of these Minneso
tans have died and been buried in unmarked
graves or graves that bore only a number; and
. .. were forced to labor without compensa
tion ..." and "were subjected to medical
experiments and procedures without their
consent. ... Be it resolved that the state of
Minnesota makes a public apology ..."

An amendment by Rep. Lynda Boudreau
(R-Faribault) deleted the language dealing
with graves.

"I think this is a hidden agenda to fund
labeling these graves," said Boudreau, who
was originally a co-sponsor of the bill but
requested her name be taken off.

"At first glance, I was sympathetic," she
said, adding that she now questions whether
the state should apologize for using medical
technology and methods thought to be ap
propriate at the time.

McCollum, who said she knew of no hid
den purpose to the bill, explained that some
family members already have raised private
donations to place tombstones at grave sites.

During the hearing she offered to delay a
vote on her bill until the Office of the Attor
ney General could release an opinion on
whether the bill would make the state finan
cially liable for the tombstones.

The apology is meant to say that "we have
learned," she said.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls) sponsored
the bill in the Senate.

HF2446/SF2061
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Lawmakers couldn't agree on whether to help the Minnesota Twins build a new baseba!l stadium. A
funding bill to pay for a new stadium never materialized during the sessi?n,. but one callm~ for a.non
binding referendum to test the mood of metropolitan-area voters on bUIldmg a new stadIUm dId. It
stalled in committee in both the House and Senate. HF2974/SF2464

• LOCALGOVERNMENT I • SPORTS

Elected Met Council Rejected referendum

is to consider the opinion of their constitu
ents on the issues and vote.

The Twins are looking to construct a new
stadium at an estimated cost of $200 million
to $250 million to solve the club's financial
troubles. The team's losses totaled $13.5
million last year and losses this year are
expected to reach $8 million, according to
the team.

Twins PresidentJerry Bell testified that the
Metrodome does not provide the team with
enough revenue from advertising, parking,
and concessions. And the stadium has fewer
good seats than most other major league
parks.

A clause in the Twins' lease would allow
the team to leave after the 1998 baseball
season.

Sen. Jerry Janezich (DFL-Chisholm) and
Rep. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope) sponsored
the bill.

HF2974/SF2464

• TAXES

Super-majority required

Abill to require a two-thirds majority vote
of the Legislature or a local governing unit in
order to approve a tax hike was discussed but
did not become law.

The proposal would have called for an
amendment to the Minnesota Constitution,
subject to approval by voters.

House sponsor Rep. Todd Van Dellen (R
Plymouth) said 23 states have some sort of tax
limitation in their constitutions or statutes.

Under the bill, any proposal to increase
any tax in Minnesota would have failed un
less it received the approval of a so-called
"super majority," or two-thirds ofeach house
of the Legislature, or two-thirds of a local
governing body such as a city council or
school board.

Alternatively, lawmakers could skirt the
two-thirds requirement by letting voters de
cide whether a tax should be instituted or
increased. Under the proposal, a simple ma
jority of those voting in a referendum could
approve a tax increase. The proposed consti
tutional amendment would have authorized
the Legislature to submit legislation that pro
posed tax increases to a binding referendum
vote.

Under Minnesota case law, the Legislature
now is forbidden to make legislation contin
gent upon voter approval.

-
Lawmakers couldn't agree on whether to

help the Minnesota Twins build a new base
ball stadium.

A funding bill to pay for a new stadium
never materialized during the session but
one calling for a non-binding referendum to
test the mood ofmetropolitan-area voters on
building a new stadium did. In the House, it
was rejected by the General Legislation, Vet
erans Affairs and Elections Committee; in the
Senate, it stalled in the Taxes and Tax Laws
Committee.

Twins officials and other supporters of the
bill said voters should be allowed to register
an opinion concerning whether the Legisla
ture should pass a law to build a new stadium
with both public and private money.

Proposed ballot language in the original
bill stipulated that taxes on liquor and hotel
and motel lodging in the metro area - along
with a surcharge on tickets for events at the
stadium - would help finance the project.

But the bill ran into opposition from sev
eral factions with a variety of interests. Some
decried the proposed tax hike on liquor and
lodging. Some argued for a statewide vote.
And some called for more details about the
stadium and how much ofthe costs would be
paid by the Twins.

Some questioned the need for a public vote
on the issue, arguing that thejob oflegislators

Dead Bills

Aproposal to have members of the Metro
politan Council elected by the people they
serve did not win approval this year.

Lawmakers considered a bill calling for all
positions on the council to be up for grabs in
the 1998 general election.

The Metropolitan Council helps plan and
coordinate the development ofairports, parks,
roads and transit, sewage, and other regional
issues for the seven-county Twin Cities met
ropolitan area. The governor has appointed
members from 16 council districts (and an
other member to serve as chair) since the
body's inception in 1967.

House bill sponsor Rep. Myron Orfield
(DFL-Mpls) said the council's responsibili
ties are so vast and its budget so substantial
that its members ought to be chosen by
voters.

Orfield's bill passed the Elections Division
of the House General Legislation, Veterans
Affairs and Elections Committee but never
received a hearing in the full committee.

In 1994, Orfield also tried unsuccessfully
to pass legislation calling for the election of
Metropolitan Council members.

The Senate companion bill, sponsored by
Sen. Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls), also stalled in
committee.

HF2232/SF2533
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Sen. Gen Olson (R-Minnetrista) sponsored
the Senate proposal.

HF2548/SF2235

Extending the wind exemption

A bill that would have made Minnesota's
sales tax exemption for wind energy conver
sion systems permanent stalled in the tax
committees in both the House and Senate.

The sales tax exemption, which became
law in 1992, is due to expire on]uly 1,1996.
Rep. Ted Winter's (DFL-Fulda) bill would
have made the exemption permanent.

According to the Minnesota Department
of Revenue, Winter's proposal would have
meant a revenue loss of $400,000 for the
state in the current biennium and $1.1 mil
lion in the 1998-99 biennium.

Northern States Power Co. (NSP) is re
quired to expand its wind farm power capac
ity to 400 megawatts by the year 2000.
Currently, 100 megawatts of capacity is op
erational, with another100 megawatts sched
uled to be installed this year.

No installation is scheduled for 1997, but
200 megawatts are planned for installation
dUring 1998 and 1999. NSP has asked the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for
permission to accelerate its planned installa
tion.

Also, a number ofcooperatives are seeking
to establish operations as independent wind
power producers in Minnesota. The Ameri
can Wind Energy Association says the coop
eratives expect to purchase about $1 million
worth of wind energy conversion system
equipment between]uly 1,1997, and 2002.

The proposal was sponsored in the Senate
by Sen. ]anet]ohnson (DFL-North Branch).

HF2654/SF2362

New carbon fuel tax

Should citizens and businesses be taxed on
their level of energy consumption?

A bill to impose a tax on carbon-based
fuels and use the revenues to buy down
property taxes was discussed but didn't be
come law.

Under the proposal, sponsored in the
House by Rep. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope),
coal, natural gas, liquid fuels, and mixed
municipal solid waste would have been taxed
at $10 per ton ofcarbon content beginning in
1997. The tax would have increased $10
every year until it reached $50 per ton in
2001. Revenues from the tax would have
been used to both reduce property taxes

through school levies and refund employers
a portion of their payroll tax. The property
tax rebates were to be appropriated from the
state's general fund.

Proponents said the bill was a good ex
ample of using tax policy to encourage effi
ciency and ease property taxes. Critics said it
could hurt the pocketbooks of low-income
people and didn't guarantee long-term tax
relief.

Rest said tax policy should be used to
encourage things that are good for the
economy or environment and discourage
those that are bad.

Sen. Steve Morse (DFL-Dakota) sponsored
the measure in the Senate.

HF3063/SF2721

Liquor tax increase

Minnesotans won't be paying more for
alcoholic beverages.

Abill calling for a 3-percent increase in the
sales tax levied on alcohol sold in Minnesota
bars and liquor stores failed to become law.
It would have increased the state sales tax on
liquor from 9 percent to 12 percent. The tax
would have applied to liquor sold by the
drink and by the bottle.

Revenue generated by the additional sales
tax would have been divided among a newly
created chemical dependency treatment ac
count to pay for the treatment of needy
Minnesotans; the health care access fund
(which funds MinnesotaCare); and the gen
eral fund for use in providing emergency
services to battered women and children.

House sponsor Rep. Ted Winter (DFL
Fulda) estimated that the additional taxwould
have raised $3.2 million a year. Currently,
the state spends more than $20 million a year
on chemical dependency treatment for Min
nesotans who can't pay for it themselves.

Opponents called the increase a regressive
tax for an industry that's already heavily
burdened. The bill stalled in the tax commit
tees of both the House and Senate.

Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing) spon
sored the Senate proposal.

HF2814/SF2568

Dead Bills

=TRANSPORTATION

Gas tax boost

Efforts to increase the state gas tax failed to
win legislative approval in 1996.

Several bills calling for gas tax increases
were introduced this year.

Bills calling for a 5-cent hike passed both
the House Transportation and Transit Com
mittee and the Senate Transportation and
Public Transit Committee.

But the House bill stalled in the House
Taxes Committee, and the Senate measure
met asimilar fate in the Senate Taxes and Tax
Laws Committee.

Minnesota has not increased its gas tax
since 1988, when it hit the current 20-cents
per-gallon mark. But talk of raising the tax by
a nickel is nothing new at the State Capitol.
Proposals to do so failed in 1993,1994, and
1995.

The gas tax issue was revived late in the
1996 session in a transportation funding
conference committee, and a funding bill
including a gas tax increase was sent to the
floor of each chamber.

The proposal called for a 5-cent gas tax
increase to provide more money for highway
construction. And the bill would have set
aside a portion of the sales tax on motor
vehicles to finance public transit.

House members rejected the bill and voted
to send it back to conference committee. The
measure never came up for a vote on the
Senate floor.

The bill was sponsored by Rep. Bernie
Lieder (DFL-Crookston) and Sen. Keith
Langseth (DFL-Glyndon).

HF1404*/SF1l64
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Summary by Title

Governmental Operations
State employee charitable campaign participation 90
State agency action deadline provisions modified 90
Lottery tickets sold at multiple locations 90
Non-English speaking state agency clients 90
Minneapolis Teachers Retirement Fund Assoc. prior service credit 90
Camp Ripley National Guard Education Center 90
Public employee workers' compensation, insurance benefits 90
Minnesota Emergency Management Act 90
Legislative auditor appointment provisions modified 90
State employee vacation donation 91
Higher education system employee classifications modified 91
Omnibus state departments appropriations bill 91
Spanish Speaking Affairs Council name change 91
PubliC pension plan provisions modified 91
Local pension plan technical changes 91

Financial Institutions & Insurance
Insurance coverage for domestic abuse victims 87
Homeowner's proof of loss insurance 87
Group health and life insurance retroactive termination

restricted 87
Day care homeowner's insurance 87
Homeowner insurance'requirements 87
Landfill cleanup costs process with insurers 87
Long-term care insurance 87
Public fund agreements regulated 87
Consumer credit regulation 88
Insurance agent termination 88
Omnibus insurance regulation bill : 88
Welfare reform 88
Elimination of Veterans Homes Board duties 89
Closed armory disposition procedures 89
Public employee leave of absence for candidacy 89

General Legislation, Veterans Affairs & Elections
Lobbying by campaign, party committees prohibited 89
Veterinary Practice Act provisions modified 89
Simultaneous multi-party candidacy 89
City elected office vacancy procedures established 89
Gulf War veterans bonus payments 89
Mail balloting authority expanded 89
Election law modification 89
Campaign finance spending limit, publiC subsidies 90
Recall of elected state officials 90

Sewage treatment systems 85
Low-level radioactive waste 86
Environmental Regulatory Innovations Act 86
Public waters work permit requirements modified 86
RIM program provisions modified 86
Wetlands Conservation Act amendments 86
Waste Management Act provisions modified 86

Environment & Natural Resources Finance
Snowmobile grants-in-aid provided 86
Emergency deer feeding program appropriation 86
Tax-forfeited sales authorized for various counties 86
Omnibus environment, natural resources bill 87

Environment & Natural Resources
Watonwan River designated canoe and boating river 84
Open burning restrictions, timber sales 84
Trespassing on private land for recreation prohibited 84
Pollution Control Agency board membership 84
Used motor oil law effective date delayed 84
Environmental improvement pilot program 85
Turkey hunting stamp required 85
State parks; additions, deletions 85
Exotic species control 85
Aaron Sahli Child Boating Safety Act 85
Nonresident fish house restrictions modified 85
Pollution Control Agency board 85
Air quality permit issuance 85
Omnibus game and fish bill 85

76

Summary

Agriculture
Canola council referenda exemptions 79
Agricultural land alien ownership exception 79
Plant pest, fertilizer, and lime provisions 79
Rural Finance Agency program net worth definitions modified 80

Capital Investment
Omnibus bonding bill 80

Commerce, Tourism & Consumers Affairs
Stillwater liquor license issuance 80
Heavy, utility equipment manufacturers regulated 80
Petroleum tank cleanup reimbursement regulated 80
Prudent investor uniform act adoption 80
Temporary liquor license restrictions 80
Copyright enforcement regulation 80
Motor vehicle dealer relocation 81
Oxygenated gasoline mandate exceptions 81
Limited liability company 81
Commerce commissioner enforcement powers regulated 81
Petroleum release cleanup reimbursement 81
Immigration service restrictions 81
Pawnbroker regulation act 81
Liquor licensure 81
Commerce department bill 82

Economic Development, Infrastructure
& Regulation Finance
Water and wastewater treatment system loans 82
Omnibus economic development bill 82
Omnibus transportation appropriations bill., 82

Education
Metropolitan magnet school cost provisions 83
Licensing standards modified for business, trade,

correspondence schools 83
Omnibus higher education bill 83
Higher education mandates removed 83
Omnibus education bill 83
Higher education officers' salaries regulation 84

Resolution
Urging United Nations to admit Taiwan 79



Summary

State government performance report requirements modified 91
Minnesota State Retirement System benefits modified for some 92
Horse racing tax imposition regulated 92

Health & Human Services
Department of Health unmarked vehicle use 92
Medicare reimbursement waiver request 92
Group home rateexception clarified 92
Elderly care programs combined 92
Nursing registration violation penalty 92
Emergency medical services regulatory board authority modified 92
Health profession sexual misconduct 92
Childbirth and postpartum health insurance benefits regulated 92
Department of Economic Security changes 93
Nursing home administrators shared 93
Speech pathologist and audiologist registration 93
Deaf and blind services act provisions modified 93
Omnibus health and human services supplemental

appropriations bill 93
Foster care payment and placement provisions modified 93
Child welfare hold procedures modified 94
Licensed professional counseling board established 94
Health insurance technical changes 94
Omnibus health and human services supplemental

appropriations bill 94
Dental hygienist practice regulation 95
Psychology board duties 95

Housing
ReqUirements of cities to secure vacant buildings 95
Housing Finance Agency single family housing requirements 95
Manufactured home park owners land recovery 95
Landlord tenant nuisance behavior 95
Rental security deposit interest rate reduced 95
Low-income hOUSing tax credit program policy changes 95
Resident caretaker provided on premises 95

International Trade & Economic Development
Port authorities to use uniform municipal contracting law 96
Tourism director classification changed 96
Businesses receiving state aid to pay a poverty level wage 96

Judiciary
Revisor instruction scope limited 96
Neuroleptic medication hearings 96
Revisor's bill 96
Writ of certiorari application process clarified 97
Public nuisance definitions clarified 97
Drivers to yield to pedestrians 97
Registered property applications, records 97
Streamlined dissolution procedure pilot project extended 97
Domestic assault, harassment victims' accounts conSidered in

release terms 97
Alternative dispute resolution 97
Child visitation procedures, requirements modified 97
Child support, maintenance overpayment reductions 97
Omnibus crime bill 98
Community policing training required 98
Human Rights Act modified related to athletics 98
Data practices provisions 98
Omnibus DWI bill 98
Nuisance action by indiViduals; organizations 99

Blood product infusion civil action 99
Bias offense civil damage awards 99

Labor-Management Relations
Parental leave for school activities 99
Workers' compensation premium calculation provisions modified 99
Charitable hospital employer/employee arbitration 99
Minimum wage employer liability 99
Re-employment insurance 99
Minimum wage increase 99
Age discrimination lawsuit settlement 100

Local Government &Metropolitan Affairs
New Market bond issuance authorized 100
Morristown maintenance of electrical power 100
Hennepin County additional chief deputy sheriff appointment .. 100
Minneapolis to negotiate stagehand contracts 100
Property tax payment on land prior to permit issuance 100
Norwood and Young America to become

Norwood-Young America........................................... 100
Minnesota Municipal Board authority, procedures clarified 100
Itasca County bidding requirement exemptions 100
Cohasset gas utility ownership, operation permitted 100
Sanitary sewer system inflow and infiltration prevention

program.................................................................. 100
Airport noise mitigation spending 100
Neighborhood Revitalization Program 100
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board employee

appointment 101
Baxter PUC expansion to five members 101
Metropolitan Airports Commission; free parking prohibited 101
St. Cloud requested to report on land use planning 101
Metropolitan Council wastewater services 101
Intergovernmental relations adViSory council established 101
Municipal improvement report fee restrictions 101
Cemetery account provisions........................ 101
Cities permitted to close unlawful businesses 101
Strategic planning office development plan 101
Airport construction restriction and noise mitigation 101

Regulated Industries &Energy
Electric Energy Task Force report due date modified............... 102
Willmar electrical power provision 102
Counterfeiting cellular phone service................................... 102
Customer notified of phone carrier change........................... 102
Intrastate telecommunications services regulated.................... 102
Biomass fuel energy generation mandate regulated 102
Large electric power generating plants 102

Taxes
Electric power generation facility taxation 102
Budget reserve determination 102
Technical tax bill 102

Transportation &Transit
Designation of state roads, highways 103
Drivers's license coding prOVisions modified 103
Amish Buggy Byway 103
Czech Heritage Highway................................................. 104
Motor carrier truck length.................................................. 104
Co. Rd. 7 designated POW/MIA Memorial Highway 104
St. Paul charter carrier permits 104

77



Summary

Motorcycle safety fund..................................................... 104
Certain collector vehicles license plates 104
Driver's license suspension 104
Driver's license residence address use restrictions................... 104
Motor carriers of property deregulated................................ 104
Trunk highway construction project 104
Motor carrier driver medical waiver 104
Trunk Highway 22 designated Victory Drive 104

Motor vehicle registration provisions modified....................... 105
Highway service sign provisions........................................ 105

Ways & Means
Obsolete laws repealed 105
State departments claims payment 106
Multi-member school board election districts authorized 106



mm
Technical summaries of bills sent to the governor

Editor's Note: TheSummary section of New Laws 1996 includes information about
all 206 bills and one resolution the Legislature (House and Senate) approved dUring the
1996 session.

Of the bills the Legislature approved, Gov. Arne Carlson vetoed 19 and line-item
vetoed seven.

Most of the bills in this section are categorized numerically by chapter number under
the House committee of origin (the committee to which the speaker of the House first
referred them). Each entry includes: a brief title; House file, Senate file, and chapter
numbers; chiefauthors; the official technical title as it appeared on the version of the bill
the governor considered; the enactment date; and the effective date(s).

The folloWing term definitions will be helpful in reading this section:

• Enactment date - The date the governor signed the bill into law.

• Vetoed - The governor did not approve the bill.

• Line-item veto - The governor signed the appropriations bill, but vetoed individual
item(s) to which he objected.

• * - An asterisk marks the version of the bill the House and Senate approved and
passed on to the governor.

• Effective date - Each act takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day it becomes effective,
unless the act specifies a different time.

• Aug. 1, 1996 - Each act the governor signs into law, except for those that make
appropriations, takes effect on Aug. 1 follOWing its final enactment, unless the act
specifies a different date.

•July 1, 1996 - An appropriations act, or an act haVing appropriations items, takes
effect at the beginning of the first day ofJuly follOWing its final enactment, unless the act
specifies a different date.

• Upon local approval-A special law requiring approval from the local government
unit it affects becomes effective the day after the local governing body files a certificate
with the secretary of state, unless the act specifies a later date.

• Various dates - Different articles or sections of the act have different effective dates
which are cited at the end of each article.

• With exceptions - An act is effective,for the most part, on one particular date, but
there are some minor exceptions.

• With qualifications - The act adds conditions to the effective date.

• Retroactive - The act or parts ofthe act go into effect as ofaspecified date in the past.

ifyou would like acopy ofabill, call the House ChiefClerk's Office, (612) 296-2314
or the Senate Information Office, (612) 296-2343. Ask for the bill by chapter number
or by the House or Senate file number if no chapter number appears.

Resolution

Urging United Nations to admit Taiwan
HFl40aros)
SFO (Berglin)
Resolution 4: urging the United Nations to
admit the Republic ofChina as a full member.
Enactment: filed without signature 3/28/96

Agriculture

Canola council referenda exemptions
HF2454 (Tunheim)
SF2111 * (StumpO
Chapter 290: relating to agriculture; chang
ingrequirements for certain commoditycoun
cil referenda; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 17.56, subdivision 5.
Enactment: 2/28/96
Effective: 2/29/96

Agricultural land olien ownership
exception
HF3146 (Brown)
SF2760* (Lessard)
Chapter 315: relating to agriculture; provid
ing an exception to alien ownership ofagricul
turalland for productionoftimberandforestry
products; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
section 500.221, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 3/16/96

Plant pest, fertilizer, and lime provisions
HF2116* (Harder)
SF2071 (Stevens)
Chapter 330: relating to agriculture; chang
ing provisions of plant pests, fertilizer, and
lime; changing licensing requirements for
aquatic pest control applicators; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 18.52, subdi
visions 2 and 5; 18.53; 18B.32; 18B.33, subdi
vision 1; 18B.34, subdivision 1; 18C005,
subdivisions 6, 13, 20, 22, 33, 34, and by
adding a subdivision; 18C115, subdivision 2;
18C215, subdivisions 1 and 2; 18C.415, sub
division 1; 18C531, subdivision 8, and by
adding a subdivision; 18C545, subdivision 2;
and 18E.03, subdivision 4; proposing coding
for newlaw in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 18B;

79



Summary

repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, section
18C531, subdivision 26.
Enactment: 3/18/96
Effective: 8/1/96; 12/30/95 retroactive
(Sec. 18)

Rural Finance Agency program net
worth definitions modified
HF2115* (Harder)
SF2301 (Sams)
Chapter 347: relating to agriculture; adjust
ing certain net worth definitions for certain
rural finance agency programs; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 41 C02, sub
division 12.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 3/20/96

Capital Investment
Omnibus bonding bill
HF3273* (Kalis)
SF2879 (Merriam)
Chapter 463: relating to public administra
tion; authOrizing spending to acquire and to
better public land and buildings and other
public improvements ofa capital nature with
certain conditions; authOrizing issuance of
bonds; appropriatingmoney; amendingMin
nesota Statutes 1994, sections 16A.632, by
adding a subdivision; 16A.641, subdivision
8; 16A.695, byadding asubdivision; 16B.24,
subdivisions 6 and 6a; 41B.19, subdivision
1;41B.195; 124C73,subdivision 1; 134.45,
subdivisions 5 and 6; 135A.046; 268.917;
and 475.58, by adding a subdivision; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
16A.28, subdivision 5; 16B.335, subdivision
1; 240A.09; 473.894, subdivision 11; and
473.901, subdivision 1; Laws 1990, chapter
535, section 3, subdivision 3; Laws 1994,
chapter 643, section 11, subdivision 11, as
amended; section 19, subdivision 8, as
amended; section 21, subdivision 4, as
amended; section 23, subdivision 20; section
27, subdivision 2; section 35,subdivision 3;
and section 79, subdivision 8; Laws 1995,
First Special Session chapter 2, article 1,
section 13; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapters 268 and 446A;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
15.50, subdivision 5; 116.162, as amended;
and 446A.071, subdivisions 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,

80

and 8; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,
section 446A.071 ,subdivision 2; Laws 1994,
chapter 643, section 24, subdivision 3.
Enactment: 4/17/96

line-item vetoes:
Page 4, Sec. 2, Subd. 8, Lines 3-8
Page 5, Sec. 2, Subd. 14, Lines 5-17
Page 12, Sec. 7, Subd. 4, Lines 1-6
Page 16, Sec. 7, Subd. 27, Lines 59-63

and Page 17, Lines 1-10
Page 29, Sec. 16, Subd. 4, Lines 29-42
Page 31, Sec. 17, Subd. 6, Lines 12-17
Page 35, Sec. 20, Subd. 3, Lines 12-24 .
Page 36, Sec. 22, Subd. 3, Lines 12-17
Page 37, Sec. 24, Subd. 4, Lines 34-39
Page 37, Sec. 24, Subd. 5, Lines 40-43
Page 38, Sec. 24, Subd. 7, Lines 8-13
Page 38, Sec. 24, Subd. 9, Lines 26-30
Page 38, Sec. 24, Subd. 10, LInes 31-56
Page 38, Sec. 24, Subd. 11, Lines 57-59

and Page 39, Lines 1-41
Page 40, Sec. 24, Subd. 15, Lines 36-60.

Effective: Various dates, see bill

Commerce, Tourism
& Consumers Affairs

Stillwater liquor license issuance
HF2150* (Holsten)
SF1823 (Laidig)
Chapter 270: relating to liquor; authorizing
the city of Stillwater to issue one additional
on-sale license.
Enactment: 2/15/96
Effective: Upon local approval

Heavy, utility equipment manufacturers
regulated
HF3016 (Daggett)
SF2813* Oanezich)
Chapter 291 : relating to commerce; regulat
ing heavy and utility equipment manufactur
ers and dealers; modifying the definition of
truck parts; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 325E.068, subdivision 7.
Enactment: 3/1/96
Effective: 3/2/96

Petroleum tank cleanup reimbursement
regulated
HF2391 * Oennings)
SF2010 (Novak)
Chapter 308: relating to commerce; petro
leum tank release cleanup; regulating reim
bursement; providing enforcement authority
to the commissioner of commerce; making
various technical changes; amending Minne
sotaStatutes 1994, sections 115C02, by add
ing a subdivision; 115C03, subdivision 8;
115C06; and 115C09, as amended; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
115C02, subdivision lla; 115C092, sub
division 1; 115CI0, subdivision 1; 115Cll,
subdivision 1; and 115C12; proposing cod
ing for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter
115e; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sec
tion 115Cll, subdivisions 3 and 4; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
115Cll, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 3/13/96
Effective: 3/14/96 with varying application

Prudent investor uniform act adoption
HF1998* (Bishop)
SF1735 (Knutson)
Chapter 314: relating to trusts; regulating
the investment and management of trust
assets; providing standards; amending Min
nesota Statutes 1994, sections 48.38, subdivi
sion 6; 48.84; 317A.161, subdivision 24;
525.56, subdivision 4; and 529.06; propos
ing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes,
chapter 501B; repealing Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 501B.I0; and 501B.ll.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 1/1/97

Temporary liquor license restrictions
HF2788* (Frerichs)
SF2591 (Scheevel)
Chapter 323: relating to liquor; modifying
restrictions for temporary on-sale licenses;
discontinuing the use ofthe term "nonintoxi
cating liquor"; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 340A.411, subdivision 1, and
by adding a subdivision; Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, section 340A.410, subdivi
sion 10.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Copyright enforcement regulation
HF732'" (Pugh)
SF950 (Metzen)
Chapter 336: relating to commerce; regulat
ing the enforcement of copyright licenses on
certainnondramatic musical works and simi-



lar works; requiring certain notices; prohib
iting certain practices; providing remedies;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 325E.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Motor vehicle dealer relocation
HF2525* (Rukavina)
SF2201 Qanezich)
Chapter 343: relating to commerce; provid
ing for the relocation of an existing new
motorvehicle dealership under certain speci
fied conditions.
Enactment: 3/18/96
Effective: 3/19/96

Oxygenated gasolinemandateexceptions
HF2205* Qohnson, A.)
SF2040 (Kelly)
Chapter 354: relating to agriculture; recre
ation; providing for the sale ofnonoxygenated
special recreational fuel; prescribing penal
ties; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sec
tions 239.05, by adding subdivisions;
239.791, subdivision 1, and by adding sub
divisions; and 239.80, subdivision 2, and by
adding a subdivision.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 3/22/96

Limited liability company
HF1704* (Rest)
SF1492 (Reichgott Junge)
Chapter 361 : relating to commerce; making
various technical and conforming changes
related to limited liability companies; regu
lating investment securities; amending Min
nesota Statutes 1994, sections 322B.105;
322B.115, subdivisions 2,3, and4; 322B.125,
subdivision 1; 322B.135, subdivision 3;
322B.145; 322B.15, subdivisions 1, 3, and 4;
322B.155; 322B.175; 322B.20, subdivision
2; 322B.30, subdivision 3; 322B.313, subdi
vision 2; 322B.33, subdivisions 4 and 9;
322B.34, subdivisions 1 and 3; 322B.346,
subdivision 2; 322B.36, subdivisions 2 and
3; 322B.363, subdivision 1; 322B.373, sub
division 2; 322B.376; 322B.383, subdivision
1; 322B.386, subdivisions 4 and 7; 322B.40,
subdivision 6; 322B.42, subdivisions 2 and
4; 322B.54, subdivision 1; 322B.56, subdivi
sion 1; 322B.60, subdivision 2; 322B.643,
subdivision 3; 322B.646; 322B.653;
322B.666, subdivision 2; 322B.693, subdi
vision 1; 322B.699, subdivision 6; 322B.72,
subdivisions 2 and 3; 322B.75, subdivision
1; 322B.77, subdivision 1; 322B.803, subdi
visions 1 and 2; 322B.813, subdivision 5;

..
322B.833, subdivisions 1, 2, and 4; 323.14,
subdivision4; Minnesota Statutes 1995Supple
ment, sections 322B.12, subdivision 1; 336.8
103; and 336.8-603.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 8/1/96; 1/1/96 (Secs. 15, 53, 54)

Commerce commissioner enforcement
powers regulated
HF2236 (Entenza)
SF1981 * (Hottinger)
Chapter 384: relating to commerce; regulat
ing the enforcement powers of the commis
sioner of commerce; providing for the study
and consideration of certain insurance ben
efits; modifying reporting and enforcement
provisions for charitable solicitations; regu
lating the repair of certain consumer goods;
modifying the definition of "nonconformity"
for purposes ofassistive listening device regu
lation; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 45.027, subdivision 5, and by add
ing a subdivision; 325F.56, subdivision 2;
and 325F.62, subdivision 3; Minnesota Stat
utes 1995 Supplement, sections 309.53, sub
division 3; and 325G.203, subdivision 11.
Enactment: 3/27/96
Effective: 8/1/96; 3/28/96 (Secs. 3-6, 8)

Petroleum release cleanup reimbursement
HF2519* (Pelowski)
SF2172 (Morse)
Chapter 397: relating to the environment;
increasing the amount of reimbursement
available for cleanup of petroleum releases
by certain responSible persons; requiring
corrective action performance audits in cer
tain circumstances; exempting petroleum
tank cleanup contracts from certain spend
ing limitations; amending Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, sections 115C.08, subdivi
sion 4; and 115C09, subdivision 3; Laws
1995, chapter 254, article 1, section 93;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 115C
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 4/3/96

Immigration service restrictions
HF2478* (Mariani)
SF2372 (Pappas)
Chapter 401: relating to consumer protec
tion; restricting the provision of immigration
services; regulating notaries public; providing
penalties; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapters 325E; and 359.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Summary

Pawnbroker regulation act
HF2752 * (Luther)
SF2472 (Price)
Chapter 404: relating to consumer protec
tion; providing for the licensing and regula
tion of pawnbrokers; providing penalties;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
471.924, subdivision 1; 471.925; and
471.927; proposing coding for new law as
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 325J; repealing
Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 609.81.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Liquor licensure
HF2590 (Bertram)
SF2116* (Solon)
Chapter 418: relating to alcoholic bever
ages; modifying eligibility for manufacturer
and wholesaler licenses; clarifying require
ments for selling or furnishing alcoholic bev
erages; allowing bed and breakfast facilities
to furnish wine to guests without a license
under certain circumstances; abolishingstate
licenses for importation ofsacramental wine;
exempting certain types ofwine tastings from
statutory restrictions; allowing off-sale retail
ers to offer samples of distilled spirits; allow
ingbrewers to furnish beer directly to retailers
for tastings; allOwing off-sale retailers to sell
distilled spirits in 50 milliliter bottles; allow
ing on-sale retailers to prohibit the carrying
of alcoholic beverages onto the licensed pre
mises; specifying items that may be sold in
municipal liquor stores; removing references
to nonintoxicating malt liquor from statute,
rules, and local licenses; authorizing on-sale
licenses for tour boats on the St. Croix and
Mississippi rivers; requiring establishments
selling alcoholic beverages to post certain
signs; directingcommissioners ofpublicsafety
and health to deSign the signs; providing for
division of tour boat license fees; authorizing
additional on-sale licenses. in West St. Paul
and Eagan; authorizing seasonal on-sale li
cense in Wadena; repealing special law re
stricting on-sale licenses in Thief River Falls;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
340A.301, subdivision 2; 340A.316;
340A.404, subdivision 8; 340A.408, subdi
vision 4; 340A.410, by adding a subdivision;
340A.413, subdivision 4; 340A.418, subdi
vision 2; 340A.510; and 340A.601, subdivi
sion 1; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,
sections 340A.401; and 340A.404, subdivi
sion 10; Laws 1994, chapter 611, section 32;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 340A; repealing Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 144.3871; and
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340A.41O, subdivision 4a; Laws 1974, chap
ter 452.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Commerce department bill
HF2233 (Entenza)
SF1915* (Oliver)
Chapter 439: rel~ting to commerce; chang
ing the enforcement authOrity of the com
missioner; providing continuing education
and reporting requirements for certain li
censes; regulating inspections of cosmetol
ogysalons and schools; regulating disclosures
ofinformation and data; regulating securities
registrations and exemptions; regulating fran
chise registrations and definitions; regulat
ing cancellations of membership camping
contracts; modifying the bond or insurance
requirements for abstractors; regulating resi
dential bUilding contractors; regulating cer
tain real estate disclosures; regulating
unclaimed properties and notaries public;
removing a certain licensing exception; re
pealing an obsolete provision; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 45.011,
subdivision 1; 45.027, subdivision 7, and by
adding subdivisions; 47.206, subdivision 1;
53A081, subdivision 1; 60K19, subdivi
sions 7, 8, and 10; 80A05, subdivision 1;
80A06, subdivision 3; 80A09, by adding a
subdivision; 80A.l0, subdivision 4; 80Al1,
by adding a subdivision; 80A14, by adding
subdivisions; 80A15, subdivisions 2 and 3;
80eO1, by adding a subdivision; 80e05, by
adding a subdivision; 82.19, subdivision 5;
82.195, subdivision 2; 82.196, subdivisions
1 and 2; 82.197, subdivisions 1,2,3, and 4;
82.22, subdivision 13; 82A.11, by adding a
subdivision; 82B.19, by adding a subdivi
sion; 155A08, subdivision 3; 155A09, sub
division 7; 155A095; 326.37, by adding a
subdivision; 326.87, by adding a subdivi
sion; 326.91, by adding subdivisions;
326.991; 332.34; 345.41; 345.42; 345.43,
by adding a subdivision; 345.515; 359.01,
subdivisions 1 and 2; 359.02; and 359.061;
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
16A.6701, subdivision 1; 80A.15, subdivi
sion 1; 82.20, subdivision 15; 82.34, subdi
vision 7; 83.26, subdivision 2; and 386.66;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapters 45; and 332; repealing
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 80A.14,
subdivision8; 326.95, subdivision 4; 326.97,
subdivision 3; 326.99; and 345.43, subdivi
sions 1 and 2.
Enactment: 4/11196
Effective: Various dates, see bill
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Economic Development,
Infrastructure &Regulation

Finance

Water and wastewater treatment
system loans
HF2680 (Wenzel)
SF2166* (Morse)
Chapter 297: relating to capital improve
ments; permitting up to a 40-year term for
certain bonds; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 429.091, subdivision 3; and
475.54, subdivisions 1 and 3.
Enactment: 3/4/96
Effective: 3/5/96

Omnibus economic development bill
HF3243* (Rice)
SF2852 (Kroening)
Chapter 452: relating to the organization
and operation of state government; appro
priating money for economic. development
and other purposes; providing for assess
ments against utilities; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 138.35, by adding a
subdivision; 138.664, by adding a subdivi
sion; 138.763, subdivision 1; 298.22, by
adding a subdivision; 469.056, subdivision
2; and 469.303; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, sections 79.561, subdivision 3;
138.01, by adding a subdivision; and
473.252; Laws 1980, chapter 595, section 3,
as amended; Laws 1994, chapter 573, sec
tions 1, subdivisions 6 and 7; 4; and 5,
subdivisions 1 and 2; Laws 1995, chapters
231, article 1, section 33; and 224, section 5,
subdivision 3; proposing coding for new law
in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 116J; repealing
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 116].873,
subdivisions 1, 2, and 4; 138.662, subdivi
sion 5; and 268.9783, subdivision 8; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
116].873, subdivisions 3 and 5; Laws 1988,
chapter 684, article 1, section 23.
Enactment: 4/12/96

Effective: Various dates, see bill

Omnibus transportation appropriationsbill
HF3137 (Lieder)
SF2702* (Langseth)
Chapter 455: relating to the organization
and operation of state government; appro
priating money to the department of trans
portation and other agencies; providing for
speed limits and recording ofspeeding viola
tions; authorizing special license plates; pro
viding for designated parent agreemenFs;
authorizingcertain tax levies for replacement
transit service; providing for highway dis
putes between counties and municipalities;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
115A9651, subdivision 1; 160.83, by add
ingasubdivision; 160.85, by adding asubdi
vision; 161.085; 161.14, by adding
subdivisions; 161.36, subdivisions 1, 2, 3,
and 4; 161.46,subdivision3; 161.53; 162.02,
subdivisions 7, 8, and by adding a subdivi
sion; 162.07,subdivisions 1, 5,and6; 162.08,
subdivisions 4 and 7; 162.14, subdivision 6;
168.013, subdivision 3; 168.042, subdivi
sion 8, and by adding a subdivision; 168.12,
subdivision 2; 168.123, subdivisions 1 and
4; 168.15; 168.33, by adding a subdivision;
169.07; 169.121, subdivision 3; 169.14,
subdivision 2, and by adding a subdivision;
169.82, subdivision 3; 169.85; 169.871, by
adding a subdivision; 169.983; 169.99,sub
division Ib; 171.05, by adding asubdivision;
171.07, by adding a subdivision; 171.12,
subdivision 6; 171.26; 173.02, subdivision
6; 173.07, subdivision 1; 174.04; 222.37,
subdivision 1; 260.173, subdivision 2;
473.388, subdivision 5, and by adding a
subdivision; 473.446,by adding a subdivi
sion; and 524.5-505; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, sections 13.69, subdivision 1;
168.1296, subdivision 1; 168.16; 169.862;
171.04, subdivision 1; 221.0355, subdivi
sions 5 and 15; 275.065, subdivisions 3 and
6; and 473.446, subdivisions 1 and 8; Laws
1994, chapter 589, section 8; proposing cod
ing for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chap
ters 161; 168; and 173; proposing coding for
new law as Minnesota Statutes, chapter 257A;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
161.086; 161.115, subdivision 262; and
169.141.
Enactment: 4/12/96

Effective: Various dates, see bill



Education

Metropolitan magnet school cost
provisions
HF2077 (Carlson, L.)
SF2019* (Merriam)
Chapter 284: relating to education; clarify
ing approved costs for a magnet school facil
ity; amending MinnesotaStatutes 1994, section
124C498, subdivision 3; Minnesota Statutes
1995Supplement, section 124C498, subdivi
sion 2.
Enactment: 2/27/96
Effective: 2/28/96

Licensing standards modified for
business, trade, correspondence
schools
HF2565* (Tuma)
SF2636 (Larson)
Chapter 366: relating to private business,
trade, and correspondence schools; modify
ing licensing standards; clarifying miscella
neous provisions; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 141.25, subdivision
7; 141.26, subdivision 5; 141.271, subdivi
sion 4; and 141.29, subdivision 3; Minnesota
Statutes 1995 Supplement, section 136A685.
Enactment: 3/22/96
Effective: 3/23/96

Omnibus higher education bill
HF3239 (Kinkel)
SF2849* (StumpD
Chapter 395: relating to education; appro
priating money for education and related
purposes to the higher education services
office, the board of trustees of the Minnesota
state colleges and universities, and the board
of regents of the University of Minnesota;
making technical changes related to the post
secondary merger; redirecting University of
Minnesota revenue; extending survivor edu
cation benefits; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 116L.03, subdivision 1;
169.121, subdivision 10; 202A19, subdivi
sion 3; and 204C03, subdivision 2; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
116L.03, subdivision 2; 256.969, subdivi
sion 9; and 297A25, subdivision 11; Laws
1994, chapter 643, section 69, subdivision 1;
Laws 1995, chapter 212, article 1, section 3,
subdivision 2; proposing coding for new law

-
in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 256; repealing
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
16A125, subdivision 6a; Minnesota Rules,
parts 4800.8100, 4800.8200, 4800.8300,
4800.8400, 4830.6500, 4830.6510,
4830.6520, 4830.6600, 4830.6610,
4830.6620, 4830.8510, 4830.8520,
4830.8530, 4830.8535, 4830.8540,
4830.8550, 4830.8570, and 4830.8575.
Enactment: 4/1/96

Higher education mandates removed
HF2206* (Pelowski)
SF2143 (Murphy)
Chapter 398: relating to education; remov
ing mandates from higher education; requir
ingincreased accountability and performance
for funding; allOwinghighereducationgreater
fleXibility in conducting its business; amend
ing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 15.43,
subdivisions 2 and 3; 16B.01, subdivision 2;
16B.21, subdivisions 1and 3; 16B.33, subdi
visions 1,3,4, and by adding a subdivision;
16B.35, by adding a subdivision; 16B.36,
subdivision 1; 16B.37, subdivision 1; 16B.41,
subdivision 2; 16B.482; 16B.49; 16B.531;
16B.54, subdivision 1; 16B.85, subdivision
2; 43A05, subdivision 4; 43A.1O, subdivi
sion 3; 123.70, subdivision 10; 135A033;
135A 14, as amended; 137.37; 169.448,sub
division 2; 201.1611; and 248.07, subdivi
sion 7; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,
sections 16B.17, subdivision 6; 16B.465,
subdivision 4; 43A.06, subdivision 1;
135A181, subdivision 2; 136A101, subdi
vision 10; 136F.06, subdivisions 1 and 2;
136F.12; 136F.16, subdivision 3; 136F.18;
136F.30; 136F.36, subdivision 2; 136F.44;
136F.50; 136F.53, subdivisions 1 and 3;
136F.58; 136F.71 , by adding a subdivision;
136F.72, subdivision 3; 136F.80, subdivi
sion 2; and 169.441, subdivision 5; Laws
1995, chapter 212, article 2, sections 15; and
20, subdivisions 1 and 2; proposing coding
for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters
16B; 135A; 136A; and 136F; repealing Min
nesotaStatutes 1994, sections 137.03; 137.05;
137.06; 137.07; 137.08; 137.11; 137.14;
137.15; and 137.33; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, section 136F.59, subdivision l.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Summary

Omnibus education bill
HF2156* Oohnson, A)
SF1884 (Pogemiller)
Chapter 412: relating to education; pre
kindergarten through grade 12; providing
for general education; transportation; special
programs; community education; facilities;
organization and cooperation; education ex
cellence; other education programs and fi
nancing; education policy provisions;
libraries; state agencies; technology; conform
ing amendments; appropriating money;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
120.06, subdivision 1; 120.08, subdivision
3; 120.17, subdivision 9, and by adding a
subdivision; 120.1701, subdivision 10;
120.73, subdivision 1; 121.8355, subdivi
sion 1, and by adding asubdivision; 121.906;
121.914, subdivision 1; 121.915; 122.32,
subdivision 1; 122.535, subdivision 6;
122.895, subdivision 2; 123.35, subdivision
19a, and by adding a subdivision; 123.351,
subdivision 10; 123.3514, subdivision 9;
123.37, subdivision 1a; 123.38, subdivisions
2 and 2b; 123.39, subdivision 8b; 123.932,
subdivisions 1b, 1c, Ie, and 11; 123.933, as
amended; 123.935, subdivisions 2 and 7;
124.09; 124.17, subdivision Ie, and by add
ing subdivisions; 124.195, subdivision 8;
124.239, subdivision 4; 124.2711, subdivi
sion 6; 124.2713, subdivision 10; 124.273,
by adding subdivisions; 124.276; 124.311,
subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7; 124.573,
subdivision 3; 124.86, subdivisions 1 and 2;
124.91, subdivision 1, and by adding a sub
division; 124.912, subdivision 6; 124.916,
subdivision 4; 124.95, subdivision 1;
124A02, subdivision 25; 124A029, subdi
vision 4; 124A.03, subdivisions 2b, 3b, and
by adding a subdivision; 124A0311, subdi
vision 3; 124A035, subdivision 4; 124A036,
by adding asubdivision; 124A22, by adding
a subdivision; 124A.28, subdivision 1;
124A291; 124C45, by adding a subdivi
sion; 125.05, subdivision la, and by adding
a subdivision; 125.09, subdivision 4;
125.1385, subdivision 1; 125.185, subdivi
sion 4; 125.60, subdivision 2; 125.611, sub
division 1; 125.70; 125.701; 125.703;
125.704; 125.705, subdivision 1; 126.151,
subdivision 2; 126.22, subdivision 1;
126.531, subdivision 3; 126.83; 128D.11,
subdivisions 3, 5, 8, and 10; 134.34, by
adding a subdivision; 136D.23, subdivision
1; 136D.83, subdivision 1; 144.4165;
169.4504, by adding asubdivision; 256.736,
subdivision 11; 466.01, subdivision 1; and
471.59, subdivision 11; Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, sections 13.46, subdivi-
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Summary

sion 2; 43A.316, subdivision 2; 65B.132;
115A.On, subdivision 1; 120.064, subdivi
sion 9; 120.1045, subdivision 1, and by
adding a subdivision; 120.17, subdivisions
3a, 3b, and 6; 120.1701, subdivision 20;
120.181; 120.74, subdivision 1; 121.11,
subdivision 7c; 121.15, subdivision 1;
121.904, subdivision 4c; 121.911, subdivi
sion 5; 121.917, subdivision 4; 121.935,
subdivision 1a; 123.3514, subdivisions 6
and 6b; 123.7991, subdivision 2; 124.155,
subdivision 2; 124.17, subdivision 1;
124.195, subdivision 12; 124.223, subdivi
sion 4; 124.225, subdivisions 81,14, 16, and
17; 124.227; 124.243, subdivision 2;
124.2445; 124.2455; 124.248, subdivisions
1, la, 2, and 3; 124.273, subdivisions 1c and
1d; 124.314, subdivision 2; 124.3201, sub
divisions 1, 2, 3, 5, and by adding subdivi
sions; 124.3202; 124.323, subdivisions 1
and 2; 124.574, subdivisions 2f and 2g;
124.71, subdivision 2; 124.912, subdivision
1; 124.918, subdivision 2; 124.961; 124A.03,
subdivision 2; 124A.0311, subdivision 2;
124A.22, subdivisions 2a, 10, and 13b;
124A.23, subdivision 4; 124C.74, subdivi
sions2and3; 125.05, subdivision 1; 126.151,
subdivision 1; 126.22, subdivisions 2, 3, 5,
and 8; 126.23; 126.70, subdivision 1;
128B.03, subdivision 3a; 134.46; 169.01,
subdivision 6; 237.065; 325G.203, subdivi
sion 11; and 631.40, subdivision 1a; Laws
1993, chapter 224, article 1, section 34,
subdivisions 2 and 3; article 12, sections 39,
as amended; and 41, as amended; Laws 1995,
First Special Session chapter 3, article 1,
sections 61; and 63, subdivision 2; article 2,
section 53; article 3, section 19, subdivisions
7 and 15; article 4, section 29, subdivision
10; article 5, section 20, subdivisions 5, 6,
and 7; article 6, section 17, subdivisions 2, 4,
and by adding subdivisions; article 7, section
5, subdivision 4; article 8, sections 25, sub
divisions 2 and 18; and 27; article 11, sec
tions 21, subdivision 2; 22; and 23; article
12, sections 8, subdivision 1; and 12, subdi
vision 7; article 14, section 5; article 15,
sections 25; and 26, subdivisions 7, 8, and
10; proposing coding for new law in Minne
sota Statutes, chapters 120; 121; 123; 124;
124C; 125; 126; and 136D; repealing Minne
sotaStatutes 1994, sections 121.11, subdivi
sion 15; and 136D.75; Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, sections 120.1045, subdi
vision 3; and 126A.02, subdivision 2; Laws
1993, chapter 224, article 1, section 34,
subdivision 1; Minnesota Rules, parts
8700.7700; 8700.7710; 8750.9000;
8750.9100; 8750.9200; 8750.9300;
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8750.9400; 8750.9500; 8750.9600; and
8750.9700.
Enactment:

Higher education officers' salaries
regulation
HF2213 (Solberg)
SF2457* (Flynn)
Chapter 425: relating to public employees;
regulating the salaries ofcertain higher educa
tion officers; establishing a vacation donation
sick leave account; prescribing the form and
use of uniform collective bargaining settle
ment forms; allowing certain students to work
fordepartment oftransportationfor48 months;
ratifying certain labor agreements and com
pensationplans; appropriatingmoney; amend
ing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 3.855,
subdivision 4; 43A.08, subdivision 4; 43A.17,
subdivision 1; 179A.03, subdivision 4; and
179A.07, by adding a subdivision; Minnesota
Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections 15A.081,
subdivision 7b; 43A.18, subdivision 2; and
179A.04, subdivision 3; proposing coding for
new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 43A.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 711/96

Environment &
Natural Resources

Watonwan River designated canoe
and boating river
HF2374 (Gunther)
SF1984* (Beckman)
Chapter 280: relating to natural resources;
modifying and adding to the list of canoe and
boating routes; amending Minnesota Statutes
1995Supplement, section85.32, subdivision 1.
Enactment: 2/23/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Open burning restrictions, timber sales
HF2365* (Bakk)
SF2384 (Lessard)
Chapter 295: relating to natural resources;
modifying open burning restrictions; empow
ering the commissioner to declare an emer
gency; modifying provisions relating to timber
sales; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sec
tions 88.171, subdivision 4; 90.031, subdivi
sion4; 90.041,byaddingasubdivision; 90.101,
subdivision 1; 90.121; and 90.191, subdivi
sion 1; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,
section 88.171, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 3/4/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Trespassing on private land for
recreation prohibited
HF2411 * Qohnson, v.)
SF2556 (Murphy)
Chapter 301: relating to game and fish;
prohibiting trespassing on agricultural land
for outdoor recreation; prohibiting trespass
ing on certain private land for outdoor recre
ation; modifying posting requirements;
modifying provisions for retrieving dogs and
wounded game; prohibiting hunting in cer
tain areas; providing civil penalties; estab
lishing an appeals procedure; directing the
disposition of penalty amounts; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 97B.001,
subdivisions 2,3,4,5,6,7, and by adding a
subdivision; proposing coding for newlaw in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 97B.
Enactment: 3/6/96
Effective: 8/1196

Pollution Control Agency board
membership
HF2149* (Perlt)
SF1847 (Hanson)
Chapter 348: relating to state government;
providing for a representative of organized
labor on the Pollution Control Agencyboard;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supple
ment, section 116.02, subdivision 1.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 1/5/98

Used motor oil law effective date delayed
HF2065 (Hackbarth)
SF2499* (Stevens)
Chapter 351 : relating to the environment;
delaying the effective date for certain used
motor oil and motor oil filter provisions;
requiring a plan for collection and recycling
of used motor oil and used motor oil filters;
amending Laws 1995, chapter 220, section
142.



Enactment: 3/20/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Environmental improvement pilot
program
HF3013* (Long)
SF2306 (Mondale)
Chapter 359: relating to the environment;
modifying provisions relating to the environ
mental improvement pilot program; adopt
ing federal standards for environmental
marketing claims; providing penalties;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supple
ment, section 115B.03, subdivision 9; Laws
1995, chapter 168, sections 9, subdivisions
3,4, and 7; 13, subdivisions 1,2,3, and by
adding a subdivision; and 19; proposing
coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes,
chapter 325E; repealing Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 115A.56; Laws 1995, chapter
168, section 11.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 3/22/96

Turkey hunting stamp required
HF1964 (Hackbarth)
SFl775* (Merriam)
Chapter 364: relating to game and fish;
requiring a turkeystamp; setting a fee; direct
ing use of proceeds; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 97A055, subdivisions
4 and 4a; 97A075, by adding a subdivision;
97A.475, subdivision 5; 97B.603; and
97B.72 1.
Enactment: 3/22/96
Effective: 3/1/97

State parks; additions, deletions
HF2264 (Peterson)
SF1905* (Laidig)
Chapter 372: relating to parks and recre
ation; adding to and deleting from state parks.
Enactment: 3/26/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Exotic species control
HF2379 Qennings)
SF2503* (Price)
Chapter 385: relating to exotic species; re
codifying, modifying, and expanding provi
sions relating to regulation and management
of harmful exotic species; authorizing
rulemaking; providing penalties; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 97AI05,
subdivision 1; 97A211, subdivisions 1 and 2;
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
84.027, subdivision 13;97A205;and97A221,
subdivision 1; proposingcodingfor newlawas
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 84D; repealing

rB8l
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 84.966;
84.967; 84.968, subdivision 2; 84.969;
84.9692, subdivisions 3, 4, 5, and 6; and
103G.617; Minnesota Statutes 1995Supplement,
sections 18.316; 18.317; 84.968, subdivision
1; 84.9691; 84.9692, subdivisions 1, la, and
2; and 86B.40l, subdivision 11.
Enactment: 3/27/96
Effective: 5/1/96

Aaron Sahli Child Boating Safety Act
HF2834* (Hasskamp)
SF2563 Qohnson, ].B.)
Chapter 396: relating to watercraft; modify
ing the requirements for operation ofa motor
boat by a youth; modifying the provisions for
operation ofa personal watercraft by a youth;
requiring an advisory group report; amend
ingMinnesotaStatutes 1994, sections 86B.305,
subdivisions 1 and 2; and 86B.313, subdivi
sion 2.
Enactment: 4/1/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Nonresident fish house restrictions
modified
HF2580* (Wenzel)
SF2409 (Samuelson)
Chapter 403: relating to game and fish;
modifying restrictions for nonresident fish
houses; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
section 97C.355, subdivision 6.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Pollution Control Agency board
HF2171 * (Ozment)
SF2252 (Morse)
Chapter 405: relating to state government;
clarifying powers of the Pollution Control
Agency board and commissioner; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 116.03, as
amended; and 514.673, subdivision 3; Min
nesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
116.02, by adding subdivisions.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 6/1/96

Air quality permit issuance
HF2125* (Boudreau)
SF1890 (Frederickson)
Chapter 409: relating to the environment;
allowing the Pollution Control Agency to
issue an air quality permit without regard to
certain particulate standards; proposing cod
ing for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter
116.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 4/3/96

Summary

Omnibus game and fish bill
HF2799 (Milbert)
SF2445* Qohnson, ].B.)
Chapter 41 0: relating to natural resources;
clarifying status of game refuge designations;
modifying provisions for aquatic farms; modi
fying provisions for recreational vehicles;
removing the residency requirement for youth
hunting; permitting nonresident students to
take big game; defining terms; modifying
provisions relating to short-term fishing li
censes, special permits, commercial fishing,
taking fish, taking deer, blaze orange, trout
and salmon stamps, andsturgeon and paddle
fish; modifying provisions for stocking fish;
modifying provisions related to wild rice and
disposal of state hatchery eggs or fry; requir
ing reports; ratifying certain conveyances of
county fee lands; permitting the sale of cer
tain state wildlife land; modifying certain
provisions for shoreland transfers; modify- .
ing penalty provisions for personal flotation
device violations; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, sections 17.4982, subdivisions 8,
10, 17, 21, and by adding a subdivision;
17.4984, subdivisions 2 and 7; 17.4985,
subdivisions 2 and 3; 17.4986; 17.4988,
subdivisions 2 and 4; 17.4991, subdivision
3; 17.4992, subdivisions 2 and 3; 17.4993,
subdivision 1; 97A015, subdivision 20, and
by adding a subdivision; 97A401, subdivi
sion 4; 97A.411, subdivision 1; 97A451, by
adding a subdivision; 97A.455; 97A475,
subdivisions 30,31,32,33,34,35,36, and
37; 97A.535, by adding a subdivision;
97B.021, subdivision 1; 97B.071; 97B.311;
97C.035, subdivision 3; 97C.203; 97C.205;
97C.305, subdivision 2; 97C.411; 97C.811,
subdivision 6; 97C.815, subdivision 4;
97C.835, subdivisions 1and5;and97C.841;
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
14.386; 14.387; 84.788, subdivision 3;
84.922, subdivision 2; and 97A451, subdi
vision 3; Laws 1995, chapters 220, section
137; and 238, section 1, subdivision 2; pro
posing coding for new law in Minnesota Stat
utes, chapter 84; repealing Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 84.09 and 84.14; Laws 1995,
chapter 220, section 136.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96; 4/3/96 (Sees. 52, 56)

Sewage treatment systems
HF2112* (Bishop)
SF1987 (Morse)
Chapter 427: relating .to the environment;
authorizing establishment ofmunicipal indi
vidual sewage treatment system and well
loan programs; specifying compliance re-
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Summary

quirements for certain existing individual
sewage treatment systems; clarifying licens
ing requirements for sewage system pump
ers; providing for certain temporary licenses;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
115.55, subdivision 5; and 115.56, by add
ing a subdivision; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, section 115.56, subdivision 2;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 115.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Low-level radioactive waste
HF2207* (Trimble)
SF2013 (Novak)
Chapter 428: relating to the environment;
adopting changes to the Midwest Interstate
Compact on Low-Level Radioactive Waste;
making conforming changes; amendingMin
nesota Statutes 1994, sections 116C.831;
116C.832, subdivision 1, and by adding a
subdivision; 116C.833, subdivision 2;
116C.834, subdivision 1, and by adding a
subdivision; 116C.835, subdivision 6;
116C.836, subdivision 2; and 116C.842, by
adding subdivisions; proposing coding for
new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 116C;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
116C.832, subdivisions 2, 7, and 8;
116C.837; 116C.839; 116C.840, subdivi
sion3; 116C.841; 116C.842, subdivisions 1,
2, and 3; 116C.845; 116C.846; 116C.847;
and 116C.848.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Environmental Regulatory Innovations Act
HF2194 (Weaver)
SF1956* (Dille)
Chapter 437: relating to the environment;
providing for an environmental permitting
project; providing penalties; amending Min
nesotaStatutes 1994, sections 115.03, subdi
visions 1 and 2; 115.04; 115.071,
subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5; 115.072;
115.075; 115.076, subdivision 1; 116.07,
subdivision 9; and 116.091, subdivisions 1
and 3; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,
section 116.072, subdivision 1; proposing
coding for new law as Minnesota Statutes,
chapter 114C.
Enactment: 4/3/96
Effective: 4/4/96
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Public waters work permit requirements
modified
HF2332* (Trimble)
SF1900 (Laidig)
Chapter 443: relating to water; modifying
permit requirements; approving a consump
tive use of water; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1995 Supplement, section 103G.245,
subdivisions 3 and 5.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 4/12/96

RIM program provisions modified
HF2282 * (Winter)
SF2114 (Morse)
Chapter 449: relating to water; modifying
provisions of the reinvest in Minnesota re
sources program; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, section 103F.515, subdivisions 2,
3, and 6.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Wetlands Conservation Actamendments
HF787* (Munger)
SF1116 (StumpD
Chapter 462: relating to natural resources;
water; modifying wetland protection and
management; authorizing rulemaking; ap
propriatingmoney; amendingMinnesota Stat
utes 1994, sections 84.035, subdivisions 5
and 6; 103B.3355; 103E.701,subdivision6;
103F.612, subdivisions 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7;
103G.005, subdivision lOa, and by adding
subdivisions; 103G.I27; 103G.222;
103G.2241; 103G.2242, subdivisions 1,2,
4,6, 7, 9, and 12; 103G.237, subdivision 4,
and by adding a subdivision; 103G.2373;
and 115.03, by adding a subdivision; pro
posing coding for new law in Minnesota Stat
utes, chapter 103G; repealing Minnesota
Statutes 1994, section 103G.2242, subdivi
sion 13.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 4/12/96 with qualifications

Waste Management Act provisions
modified
HF2259 (Wagenius)
SF1861 * Qohnson, ].B.)
Chapter 470: relating to the environment;
modifying provisions relating to the manage
ment of waste; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 115A.03, subdivision 21, and
by adding subdivisions; 115A.50; 115A.916;
115A. 919, by adding a subdivision;
115A.923, subdivision la; 115A.93, subdi
vision 3; 115A.9301, by adding a subdivi
sion; 115A.965, subdivision 3; 115A.9651,

subdivision 1; 115D.09; 458D.07, subdivi
sion 4; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,
sections 115A.554; 115A.965, subdivision
1; 115A.981, subdivision 3; 116.07, subdi
vision 10; and 297A.45, subdivisions 2 and
3; Laws 1995, chapter 87, section 1; propos
ing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes,
chapters 3; and 115A; repealing Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 115A.154; 115A.156;
115A.48, subdivisions 2 and 5; 115A.53;
115A.913, subdivision 5; 115A.9162; and
115A.991; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supple
ment, sections 115A.0715; 115A.072, subdi
vision 3; 115A.55, subdivision 3; and
115D.05.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Environment &
Natural Resources Finance

Snowmobile grants-in-aid provided
HF3125 (Hasskamp)
SF2802* Qohnson, D,J.)
Chapter 293: relating to natural resources;
providing an appropriation for snowmobile
grants-in-aid; requiring a report; appropriat
ing money.
Enactment: 3/1/96
Effective: 3/2/96

Emergency deer feeding program
appropriation
HF2902 (Bakk)
SF2596* Qohnson, D.].)
Chapter 294: relating to game and fish;
providing an appropriation for emergency
deer feeding; appropriating money; amend
ing Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 97A.075,
subdivision 1.
Enactment: 3/1/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Tax-forfeited sales authorized for
various counties
HF2846* (Kalis)
SF2535 (Sams)
Chapter 319: relating to state lands; autho
rizing the sale ofcertain tax-forfeited lands in
Aitkin, Anoka, Crow Wing, Faribault,
Hubbard, St. Louis, Sherburne, Wadena, and
Washington counties; authOrizing the sale of



certain trust land in Crow Wing County;
requiring the conveyance of certain state
land to the city of Hastings.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 3/16/96

Omnibus environment,
natural resources bill
HF3231 (Brown)
SF2167* (Morse)
Chapter 407: relating to the organization
and operation of state government; appro
priating money and adding and modifying
provisions relating to the environment, natu
ral resources, and agriculture; supplement
ing, reducing, and modifying earlier
appropriations; providing for reports and
fees; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sec
tions 17.117, subdivision 3; 17B.15, subdi
vision 1; 18E.02, subdivision 5; 28A04,
subdivision 1; 28A09, subdivision 1; 28A15,
subdivisions 7, 8, and by adding a subdivi
sion; 28A16; 28A17; 32.21, subdivision 4;
32.394, subdivision 8d, and by adding a
subdivision; 32.415; 35.821, subdivision 3,
and by adding a subdivision; 85.015, by
adding a subdivision; 85.053, subdivision 7;
85.054, by adding a subdivision; 85.055,
subdivision 1; 94. 16,subdivision3; 97A028,
subdivisions 1 and 3; 103D.345, by adding a
subdivision; 103G.405; and 161.1419, sub
division 2; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supple
ment, sections 28A.03; 28A08, subdivision
1; 85.015, subdivision 7; 85.019, subdivi
sion 4a; 103F.725, subdivision 1a; and
446A07, subdivision 8; Laws 1995, chap
ters 207, article 1, section 2, subdivision 7;
220, sections 5, subdivision 3; 19, subdivi
sions 4, 6, 10, and 19; and 254, article 1,
section 93; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapters 17;21;and 103F.
Enactment: 4/2/96

Effective: Various dates, see bill

Financial Institutions &
Insurance

Insurance coverage for domestic
abuse victims
HF2344 (Long)
SF1815* (Wiener)
Chapter 278: relating to insurance; regulat
ing the underwriting of life and health cover
ages for victims ofdomestic abuse; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 72A.20, sub
division 8.
Enactment: 2/21/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Homeowner's proof of loss insurance
HF1749 (Macklin)
SF1622 * (Knutson)
Chapter 285: relating to insurance;
homeowner's; regulating proof of loss; pro
posing coding for new law in Minnesota Stat
utes, chapter 65A
Enactment: 2/27/96
Effective: 2/28/96

Group health and life insurance
retroactive termination restricted
HF2044* (Skoglund)
SF2516 (Anderson)
Chapter 304: relating to insurance; group
life and health coverages; prohibiting retro
active termination of a person's coverage
without the consent of the covered person;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 60A
Enactment: 3/13/96
Effective: 3/14/96

Day care homeowner's insurance
HF3078 (Lourey)
SF2624* (Wiener)
Chapter 326: relating to insurance; clarify
ing coverage under homeowner's insurance
for day care services; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, section 65A.27, subdivision 1;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 65A
Enactment: 3/18/96
Effective: 3/19/96

Summary

Homeowner insurance requirements
HF168* (Luther)
SF191 (Solon)
Chapter 337: relating to insurance; modify
ing requirements related to nonrenewal of
homeowner's insurance; amending Minne
sota Statutes 1994, section 65A.29, subdivi
sion 11.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 1/1/97

Landfill cleanup costs process with
insurers
HF2588* (Wagenius)
SF2120 (Morse)
Chapter 370: relating to insurance; provid
ing a process for resolving state claims for
certain landfill cleanup costs and associated
damages with insurers; authorizing an action
by the state for recovery from insurers after a
reasonable opportunity for settlement; pro
posing coding for new law in Minnesota Stat
utes, chapter 115B; repealing Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 115B.44, subdivision
1; and 115B.46; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, sections 115B.44, subdivision 2;
and 115B.45.
Enactment: 3/26/96
Effective: 3/27/96

Long-term care insurance
HF697* (Kalis)
SFl647 (Solon)
Chapter 389: relating to insurance; long
term care; permitting the sale ofpolicies with
longer waiting periods with disclosure to the
purchaser; amending Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, sections 62A48, subdivision 1;
and 62A50, subdivision 3.
Enactment: 3/28/96 without signature
Effective: 1/1/97

Public fund agreements regulated
HF1567* (Long)
SF1441 (Pogemiller)
Chapter 399: relating to public funds; regu
lating the deposit and investment of these
funds, and agreements related to these funds;
requiring a study; making conforming
changes; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 6.745, as amended; 103E.635, sub
division 8; 121.148, subdivision 4; 136A.32,
subdivision 7; 385.07; 447.49; 469.012,
subdivision 1; 469.155, subdivision 15;
473.197, subdivision 4; 473.543, subdivi
sion 3; and 475.51, subdivision 1; Minnesota
Statutes 1995 Supplement, section 473.900,
subdivision 3; proposing coding for new law
as Minnesota Statutes, chapter 118A; repeal-
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Summary

ingMinnesotaStatutes 1994, sections 118.005;
ll8.01; ll8.02; ll8.08; 118.09; ll8.1O;
ll8.ll; ll8.12; ll8.13; ll8.14; ll8.16;
124.05; 471.56; 475.66, as amended; and
475.76.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Consumer credit regulation
HF2369* (Ostrom)
SF2037 (Metzen)
Chapter 414: relating to financial institu
tions; regulating consumer credit; modifying
rates, fees, and other terms and conditions;
providing clarifying and technical changes;
providing opportunities for state banks to
develop their Minnesota markets through
broader intrastate branching; modifying fi
nance charge provisions and other provi
sions for certain cooperatives; providing
technical corrections; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 9.031, subdivision
13; 13.71, by adding a subdivision; 46.041,
subdivision 1; 46.044, subdivision 1; 47.10,
subdivision 4; 47.101, subdivisions 2 and 3;
47.20, subdivision 14; 47.201, subdivision
2; 47.51; 47.62, subdivision 1; 48.09; 48.10;
48.301; 48.34; 48.845, subdivision4; 52.131;
53.01; 53.03, subdivision 1; 53.07, subdivi
sion 2; ll8.01, subdivision 1; 168.69;
168.705; 168.71; 168.72, by adding asubdi
vision; 168.73; 256.99; 300.025; 303.02,
subdivision 2; 308A135, subdivision 3;
308A.165, subdivision 2; 332.21; 332.50,
subdivision 2; 334.02; and 334.03; Minne
sotaStatutes 1995Supplement, sections 46.048,
subdivision 2b; 47.20, subdivisions 1 and 9;
47.52; 47.59, subdivisions 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and
by adding a subdivision; 47.60, subdivision
2; 47.61, subdivision 3; 48.153, subdivision
3a; 48.194; 48.65; 50.1485, subdivision 1;
50.245, subdivisions 1 and 4; 53.04, subdi
vision 3a; 53.09, subdivision 2; 55.10, sub
division 4; 56.131, subdivisions 2, 4, and 6;
56.14; and 62B.04,subdivision 1; Laws 1995,
chapter 171, section 70; proposing coding
for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters
49; and 334; repealing Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 48.94; 51A.01; 51A.02, sub
divisions 1, 2, 3, 4,5,8,9,10, ll, 12, 13, 14,
15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,27,
28,29,30,31,32,33,34,35,36,37,38,39,
41,42,43,44,45,46,47,48,49,50,51,52,
53,55, and 56; 51A03; 51A04; 51A041;
51A05; 51A.06; 51A065; 51A07; 51A08;
51A.09; 51AlO; 51All; 51A.12; 51A.13;
51A131; 51A.14; 51A.15; 51A16; 51A.17;
51A19, subdivisions 1,4,5,6,7,8, 10, ll,
12, and 13; 51A20; 51A21, subdivisions 1,
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2,3,4,5,6a,6b, 7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15,17,18,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,and27;
51A.22; 51A23, subdivision 6; 51A24;
51A.251; 51A.261; 51A.262; 51A.27;
51A28; 51A.29; 51A30; 51A.31; 51A32;
51A.33; 51A34; 51A35; 51A.361; 51A37;
51A38; 51A.40; 51A41; 51A42; 51A43;
51A.44; 51A.45; 51A46; 51A47; 51A48;
51A51; 51A52; 51A54; 51A55; 51A56;
51A.57; and 53.04, subdivision 3b; Minne
sotaStatutes 1995Supplement, sections 47.201,
subdivision 7; 47.27, subdivision 3; 51A02,
subdivisions 6, 7, 26,40, and 54; 51A.19,
subdivision 9; 51A.21, subdivision 28;
51A23, subdivisions 1 and 7; 51A.386;
51A50; 51A53; 51A.58; and 53.04, subdi
visions 3c and 4a; Minnesota Rules, parts
2655.0100; 2655.0200; 2655.0300;
2655.0400; 2655.0500; 2655.0600;
2655.0700; 2655.0800; 2655.0900;
2655.1000; 2655.ll00; 2655.1200; and
2655.1300.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Insurance agent termination
HF3052* (Ostrom)
SF2780 (Hottinger) .
Chapter 433: relating to insurance; clarify
ing that existing law prohibits insurers from
terminating agents as a result ofcontacts with
any branch ofgovernment; amending Minne
sota Statutes 1994, section 72A20, subdivi
sion 20.
Enactment: 4/3/96
Effective: Retroactive to 5/18/89

Omnibus insurance regulation bill
HF2378 (OsthofO
SF1980* (Hottinger)
Chapter 446: relating to insurance; regulat
ing coverages; regulating premium taxes;
modifying agent cancellations or termina
tions; providing certain filing requirements
for domestic insurers; regulating disclosures
and policy and contract provisions; provid
ing for the operation and administration of
the medical malpractice joint underwriting
association and the Minnesota joint under
writing association; regulating policy cancel
lations or terminations and claims practices;
regulating information handling practices;
establishing solvency requirements; making
technical changes; regulating the provision
of certain insured services; requiring a study
and a report; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 60A07, subdivision8; 60A08,
subdivision 14; 60A09, subdivision 4a;
6OAll, subdivision 21; 60Al71, subdivi-

sion 7, and by adding a subdivision; 60A.36,
subdivision 1; 60C.09 ,subdivision 2; 60C.11,
by adding a subdivision; 61A02, subdivi
sion2, and byadding asubdivision; 61A072,
subdivision 4; 61A32; 61B.20, subdivision
15; 61B.28, subdivision 7; 62A02, by add
ing a subdivision; 62A31, subdivisions 1p,
lr, Is, and 3; 62A315; 62A318; 62A.39;
62A.44, subdivision 2; 62A.49, subdivision
1; 62A60; 62F.03, subdivision 6; 62F.04,
subdivision 1a; 621.02, subdivisions 2, 5,
and by adding a subdivision; 621.07; 62L.09,
subdivision 3; 65AOl, subdivision 3; 65AlO,
subdivision 1; 65A295; 65B.14, by adding a
subdivision; 65B.15, subdivision 1; 65B.64,
subdivision 3; 70A07; 72A20,subdivisions
17,23,26,30, and by adding a subdivision;
148.235, subdivisions 2 and 4; 471.617,
subdivision 2, as amended; and 471.98, sub
division 3, as amended; Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, sections 60A.07, subdivi
sion 10; 60A.15, subdivision 1; 60A67,sub
division 2; 60K03, subdivision 7; 61A.09,
subdivision 1; 62A042; 62A135, subdivi
sion 1; 62A31, subdivision 1h; 62A46, sub
division 2; 62A48, subdivision 1; 62C.14,
subdivision 14; 62E.05, subdivision 1;
62F.02, subdivision 2; 62L.045; and 65B.47,
subdivision 1a; proposing coding for new
law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 60A; 61A;
62A; 62Q; and 72A; repealing Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 60A.13, subdivision
8; 60A40; 60B.27; 621.20; 65A25; and
72A.205; Laws 1995, chapter 140, section 1.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Welfare reform
HF219* (Murphy)
SF221 (Samuelson)
Chapter 465: relating to human services;
providing for MNJOBS program; making
changes to MFIP and income assistance pro
grams; changing assistance programs; chang
inghealthplan regulations; requiringcoverage
for treatment of Lyme disease; appropriating
money; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 53A09; 62A047; 256.031, byadd
ing a subdivision; 256.033, by adding a
subdivision; 256.034, by adding a subdivi
sion; 256.035, subdivisions 1and 6a; 256.73,
subdivisIon 1, and by adding subdivisions;
256.736, subdivisions la, 3b, 4, and 12;
256D.06, by adding asubdivision; 256D.10;
256D.49, subdivision 3; 256E.08, subdivi
sion 8; and 336.3-206; Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, sections 256.0475, by add
ing a subdivision; 256.048, subdivisions 1,
4,6, and 13; 256.73,subdivision8; 256.736,



subdivisions 10, lOa, 14, and 16; 256.737,
subdivision 7; 256.76, subdivision 1; 256.81;
256D.02, subdivision 12a; 256D.03, subdi
visions 2, 2a, and3; 256D.05, subdivision 1;
256D.051, subdivisions 1 and 6; 256D.055;
and 256D.09, subdivision 1; proposing cod
ing for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chap
ters 62A and 256; repealingMinnesota Statutes
1994, section 256.736, subdivisions lOb and
11; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sec
tion 256.736, subdivision 13.
Enactment: 4/15/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

General Legislation,
Veterans Affairs

& Elections

Elimination of Veterans Homes Board
duties
HF2280 (McCollum)
SF2584* (Metzen)
Chapter 292: relating to veterans; eliminat
ing certain duties of the board of directors of
the Minnesotaveterans homes; changing cer
tain board membership requirements;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
198.002, subdivision 2; and 198.003, subdi
vision 1.
Enactment: 3/1/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Closed armory disposition procedures
HF2032 (Koppendrayer)
SF1800* (Stevens)
Chapter 299: relating to the military; chang
ing procedures for disposition of closed ar
mories; amending Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, section 193.36, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 3/4/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Public employee leave of absence for
candidacy
HF2549 (Ostrom)
SF2267* (Hottinger)
Chapter 368: relating to . ns; prohibit-
ing public emplo an the state
from requirilil to take leave of
absenceu~~ ming a candidate for elec-
tive office; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 179A.
Vetoed: 3/26/96

Lobbying by campaign, party
committees prohibited
HF1106 (Cooper)
SF1086* Oohnson, D.].)
Chapter 375: relating to elections; cam
paign finance; prohibitinglobbyingby aprin-
Cipal campaign committ litical party
committee that is ceipt forms;
amending es 1994, sections
lOA.322, su ons 1,2,4, and by adding
a subdivision; and 290.06, subdivision 23;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter lOA.
Vetoed: 3/26/96

Veterinary Practice Act provisions
modified
HF2059* (Kelley)
SF1982 (Dille)
Chapter415: relating to veterinarians; chang
ing the Veterinary Practice Act; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 13.99, by
adding a subdivision; 156.001, subdivisions
3 and 6; 156.01, subdivisions 1,2,5, and by
adding a subdivision; 156.02; 156.04;
156.05; 156.06; 156.07; 156.071; 156.072;
156.081; 156.10; 156.12, subdivisions 2,3,
and 4; 156.16, subdivisions 3 and 14; 156.17;
and 156.18, subdivisions 1 and 2; proposing
coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes,
chapter 156; repealing Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 156.12, subdivision 5.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Simultaneous multi-party candidacy
HF3123 (Pelowski)
SF2720* (Marty)
Chapter 41 9: relating to elections; permit
ting simultaneous candidacy for nomination
by major and minor parties with their con
sent under certain conditions; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 200.02,
subdivision 7, and by adding a subdivision;
204B.04, subdivision 2, and by adding a
subdivision; 204D.12; and204D.13, by add
ing a subdivision; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, section 204B.06, subdivision 1;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, section
204D.I0, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 1996 state primary election and
thereafter

Summary

City elected office vacancy procedures
established
HF2425 (Carruthers)
SF2255* (Betzold)
Chapter 422: relating to local government;
providing for certain vacancies in the elected
offices of mayor or council member in statu
tory cities and county commissioner; amend
ing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 375.101;
and 412.02, subdivision 2a, and by adding a
subdivision.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Gulf War veterans bonus payments
HF532* (McCollum)
SF530 (Metzen)
Chapter 429: relating to veterans; propos
ing an amendment to the Minnesota Consti
tution, article XIII, section 8, permitting the
payment of a monetary bonus to veterans of
the Persian Gulf War.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Mail balloting authority expanded
HF2101 * (Tunheim)
SF2283 (StumpD
Chapter 432: relating to ele tions; allowing
mailballoting in certai in additional
cities and town . esota Statutes
1994, se . subdivision 1.
Vetoed: 4/

Election law modification
HF289 Oefferson)
SF315* (Sams)
Chapter 441 : relating to elections; changing
and clarifying provisions of the Minnesota
election law and the et . government
law; amending es 1994, sec-
tions lOA. on 1; lOA. 15, sub-
division 5; , subdivision 3; 1OA.25,
subdivisions 6and 11; 10A.322, subdivision
1; 201.061, subdivision 1; 201.071, subdivi
sion 1; 201.081; 201.12, subdivision 2;
201.121, subdivision 1; 201.13, subdivi
sions 1 and 2; 201.171; 203B.Ol, by adding
a subdivision; 203B.03, subdivision 1;
203B.04, subdivision 1; 203B.06, subdivi
sion 3; 203B.08, subdivision 1; 203B.11,
subdivision 1, and by adding a subdivision;
203B.12, subdivision 2, and by adding a
subdivision; 203B.13, subdivisions 1 and 2;
203B.16, by adding a subdivision; 203B.19;
204B.06, by adding a subdivision; 204B.15;
204B.22, by adding a subdivision; 204B.27,
by adding a subdivision; 204B.31; 204B.36,
subdivision 2; 204B.45, subdivision 1;

89



Summary

204B.46; 204C.08, by adding a subdivision;
204C.15, subdivision 1; 204C.31, subdivi
sion2; 206.62; 206.90, subdivisions 4 and 6;
207A.03, subdivision 2; 211A02, subdivi
sion 2; 211B.04; 211B.06, subdivision 1;
387.01; 388.01; and 626.846, subdivision 6;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 203B; repealing Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections lOA21 , subdivisions
1 and 2; 204D.15, subdivision 2; and
211B.11, subdivision 2.
Vetoed: 4/12/96

Campaign finance spending limit, public
subsidies
HF667 (Long)
SF840* (Cohen)
Chapter 459: relating to elections; cam-.
paign finance; changing the treatment of
spending limits and public subsidy in certain
cases; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sec
tion lOA.25, subdivision 10; repealing Min
nesota Statutes 1994, section 10A.324,
subdivision 5.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 4/12/96

Recall of elected state officials
HF343* (McCollum)
SF153 (Reichgott Junge)
Chapter 469: propOSing an amendment to
the Minnesota Constitution, article VIII, by
addingasection; providingfor recall ofelected
state officers; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 200.01; proposing coding for
new law as Minnesota Statutes, chapter 211 C.
Enactment: 4/12/96
Effective: Upon ratification

Governmental Operations

State employee charitable campaign
participation
HF2308* (Perll)
SF1962 (Kramer)
Chapter 268: relating to state government;
providing a condition on participation in the
state employee combined charitable cam
paign; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
section 309.501, by adding a subdivision.
Enactment: 2/15/96
Effective: 7/1/96
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State agency action deadline provisions
modified
HF2758 (Orenstein)
SF2698* (Cohen)
Chapter 283: relating to agencies; providing
for the right to extend a deadline with certain
conditions; amending MinnesotaStatutes 1995
Supplement, section 15.99, subdivision 3.
Enactment: 2/27/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Lottery tickets sold at multiple locations
HF2316 (Dorn)
SF1936* Qanezich)
Chapter 288: relating to the state lottery;
providing that the director may permit a
lottery retailer to sell tickets at more than one
location; eliminating the requirement that
lottery retailers post a bond with the lottery;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, section
349A06, subdivisions 1,3, and 11.
Enactment: 2/28/96
Effective: 2/29/96

Non-English speaking state agency clients
HF1303* (Mariani)
SF1299 (Pappas)
Chapter 325: relating to bilingual commu
nication services; requiring state agencies to
appoint persons to serve ns with non-
English-speaki by the agen-
cies; di cies to prepare
communica rvices plans; requiring the
attorney general and the commissioner of
administration to review and comment on
the plans.
Vetoed: 3/15/96

Minneapolis Teachers Retirement Fund
Association prior service credit
HF1540* Qefferson)
SF2461 (Pogemiller)
Chapter 327: relating to retirement; the
Minneapolis Teachers Re . . nt Fund As-
sociation; providi e of allow-
able servicfrl public school
employme~b;~u the state of Minnesota;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota'
Statutes, chapter 354A
Vetoed: 3/18/96

Camp Ripley National Guard
Education Center
HF2858* (Wenzel)
SF2564 (Samuelson)
Chapter 332: relating to Camp Ripley; pro
viding for use of the National Guard Educa
tion Center as the state education and training
center; proposing coding for new law in

Minnesota Statutes, chapter 15.
Enactment: 3/18/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Public employee workers' compensation,
insurance benefits
HF2953* (Wejcman)
SF1871 (Berglin)
Chapter 342: relating to state government;
requiring a pilot p termine the
feasibility of co ers' compen-
sation an~tl nefits for public em-
ployees. '~

Vetoed: 3/19/96

Minnesota Emergency Management
Act
HF2229 (Cooper)
SF2319* (Knutson)
Chapter 344: relating to public safety; pro
viding for response to state emergencies;
making technical and style changes; amend
ing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 12.01;
12.02; 12.03; 12.04; 12.11; 12.13; 12.14;
12.21, as amended; 12.22; 12.221; 12.23;
12.24; 12.25; 12.26; 12.27; 12.28; 12.29;
12.301; 12.31; 12.32; 12.33; 12.34; 12.35;
12.36; 12.37; 12.42; 12.43; 12.44; 12.45;
and 12.46; proposing coding for new law in
¥jnnesotaStatutes, chapter 12; repealingMin
nesota Statutes 1994, sections 12.06; 12.07;
and 12.08.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Legislative auditor appointment
provisions modified
HF2845 (Rest)
SF2418* (Riveness)
Chapter 350: relating to the legislative audi-
tor; requiring procedure the appoint-
ment process; clarO urisdiction;
protecting pri; audit data; clari-
fying respd~, ers to prosecute viola-
tions of law'4\1!and recover public money;
granting rights to witnesses in audit investi
gations; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 3.97, subdivisions 4,5,9, and 11;
3.971; 3.972; 3.974; 3.975; 3.978; 10.48;
37.06; 37.07; 85A02, subdivision 5c;
192.551; 256E.05, subdivision 3a; 268.12,
subdivision 8; 352.03, subdivision 6; 353.03,
subdivision 3a; 353A.05, subdivision 1;
354.06, subdivision 2a; 360.015, subdivi
sion 19; and 609.456; Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, section 16B.42, subdivi
sion 1; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 3.973; 136A.29, subdivision 19;



256B.04, subdivision 11; 469.207, subdivi
sion 1; 574.02; and 574.03.
Vetoed: 3/21/96

State employee vacation donation
HF2783* (Osthom
SF2532 (Anderson)
Chapter 353: relating to state government;
permitting state employees to donate vaca
tion leave for the benefit of a certain state
employee.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 3/22/96 with qualifications

Higher education system employee
classifications modified
HF2720 (Dorn)
SF2260* (Price)
Chapter 373: relating to state government;
modifying classifications for certain posi
tions in the higher education system.
Enactment: 3/26/96
Effective: 3/27/96

Omnibus state departments
appropriations bill
HF3214 (Rukavina)
SF2857* (Merriam)
Chapter 390: relating to the organization
and operation of state government; appro
priating money for the general administra
tive expenses ofstate government; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 8.15, by
adding a subdivision; 16A.ll, subdivision 1,
and by adding a subdivision; 16D.02, subdi
vision 2; 16D.03, subdivisions 2 and 3;
16D.04, subdivision 2; 16D.09; 69.021 ,sub
division 4, and by adding subdivisions;
69.031, subdivisions 1 and 5; 144C.03, sub
division 2; 192.501, as amended; 363.071,
subdivision 7; and 423A.02, by adding a
subdivision; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supple
ment, sections 16D.02, subdivision8; 16D.04,
subdivision 1; 16D.06, subdivision 2; 16D.08,
subdivision 2; 16D.ll, subdivisions 1 and 7;
16D.12; and 240A.08; Laws 1995, chapter
254, article 1, section 11, subdivision 8;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapters 10; and 14; repealing Min
nesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
353.65, subdivision7.
Enactment: 3/27/96

Effective: 3/28/96 with exceptions

Spanish Speaking Affairs Council
name change
HF2193 (Entenza)
SF1902* (Pappas)
Chapter 420: relating to the Spanish Speak
ing Affairs Council, the Council on Asian
Pacific Minnesotans, the Council on Black
Minnesotans, and the Indian Affairs Council;
changing the name of the Spanish Speaking
Affairs Council; changing the composition
and certain powers of the Council on Spanish
Speaking Affairs and Asian-Pacific Minneso
tans; providing for appointments; changing
statutory references; eliminating an expira
tion date; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 3.922, subdivisions 3 and8; 3.9223;
3.9225, subdivision 1; and 3.9226, subdivi
sions 1,2,3, and 5.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 4/3/96

Public pension plan provisions modified
HF2417* Oefferson)
SF2048 (Riveness)
Chapter 438: relating to retirement; various
Minnesota public pension plans; making
various benefit and coverage modifications;
redirecting various state pension aids to cer
tain first class city teachers retirement fund
associations; requiring certain school district
employer contribution increases; making
various administrative modifications; estab
lishing a special task force to evaluate poten
tial modifications in various investment
performance reporting programs; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 3A.04, sub
division 4; 16A.06, by adding a subdivision;
69.021, subdivision 7; 124.916, subdivision
3; 144C.06; 352.04, subdivision 8; 352.95,
subdivision 2; 352B.I0, subdivision 2;
352B.ll, subdivision 1; 352C.09, by adding
a subdivision; 353D.Ol, subdivision 2;
353D.02; 353D.03; 353D.04; 354.44, sub
divisions 3 and 4; 354A.12, subdivisions 2
and 3c; 356A.06, subdivisions 4 and 7;
423A.02, subdivision 1, and by adding a
subdivision; 423B.Ol, subdivision 9;
423B.15, subdivision 3; 424A.00l, by add
ing subdivisions; 424A.Ol, by adding a sub
division; 424A.02, subdivision 1; and
490.124, by adding a subdivision; Minnesota
Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections 144C.07,
subdivision 2; 144C.08; 354D.02, subdivi
sion 2; 354D.03; 354D.04; 354D.06; and
356.219, subdivision 2; Laws 1989, chapter
319, article 19, section 7, subdivisions 1, as
amended, and 4, as amended; and Laws
1995, chapter 252, article 1, section 16;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota

Summary

Statutes, chapters 354A; and 354D; repealing
Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 353D.ll;
Laws 1990, chapter 570, article 13, section 1,
subdivision 5.
Enactment: 4/3/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Local pension plan technical changes
HF2493* (Kahn)
SF2126 (Morse)
Chapter 448: relating to retirement; modi
fying provisions of various local pension
plans; making miscellaneous benefit and ad
ministrative changes; including nonprofit
firefighting corporations as municipalities in
certain circumstances; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 353B.ll, subdivisions
1 and 3; 353B.13; and 466.01, subdivisions
1 and 6; Laws 1965, chapter 519, section 1,
as amended; Laws 1992, chapter 563, sec
tion 5; Laws 1994, chapter 490, section 2;
and Laws 1995, chapter 262, article 7, sec
tion 1.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

State government performance report
requirements modified
HF2218* (Kahn)
SF2219 (Metzen)
Chapter 457: relating to state government;
modifyingperformance report requirements;
requiring that interagency bills be paid
promptly; prohibiting state agencies from
undertaking capital improvements without
legislative authority; conforming certain
leased space requirements to existing law;
requiring that state agencies comply with
certain informationpolicyoffice requirements
regarding information systems equipment
and data collection; modifying revolvingfund
authority; increasingresource recoverygoals;
modifying collection requirements; amend
ing MinnesotaStatutes 1994, sections 16A.055,
subdivision 1; 16A.124, subdivision 7, and
by adding a subdivision; 16B.30; 16B.31,
subdivision 6; 16B.41, by adding a subdivi
sion; 16B.48, subdivision 2; and 115A.151;
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
15.91, subdivision 2; and 115A.15, subdivi
sion 9.
Enactment: 4111/96
Effective: 8/1/96
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Summary

Minnesota State Retirement System
benefits modified for some
HF2484 (Pugh)
SF2175* (Metzen)
Chapter 460: relating to retirement and
public employment; modifying benefits for
certain former participants in the Minnesota
State Retirement System; authorizing addi
tional service credits for certain University of
Minnesota hospital and clinics employees;
authorizing additional augmentation for
employees of the University of Minnesota
hospital and clinics who terminate participa
tion in the Minnesota State Retirement Sys
tem; imposingconditionsprotecting the rights
of employees on any integration of the Uni
versity of Minnesota hospital and clinics and'
Fairview hospital and healthcare services;
appropriating money; proposing coding for
new law as Minnesota Statutes, chapter 352F;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, section
268.9783, subdivision 8.
Enactment: 4111/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Horse racing tax imposition regulated
HF2318* (Dorn)
SF2218 (Berg)
Chapter467: relating to gambling; regulating
the imposition of certain taxes on pari-mutuel
racing; providing for the handling ofclaims on
unredeemed tickets; regulating expenditures
from lawful gambling; providing enforcement
powers; removing the restriction on compen
sation to persons who participate in the con
duct of lawful gambling; regulating leased
premises; requiringa report; amendingMinne
sota Statutes 1994, sections 240.15, subdivi
sions 1and5; 349.151,subdivision4; 349.166,
subdivisions 2 and 3; 349.18, subdivision 1;
and 349.19, subdivision 3; repealing Minne
sota Statutes 1994, section 349.168, subdivi
sion 3.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 4/12/96; 7/1/96 (Sec. 1)
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Health & Human Services

Department of Health unmarked
vehicle use
HF2110 (Haas)
SF1862* (Betzold)
Chapter 269: relating to state government;
authorizing use of unmarked vehicles by the
Division of Disease Prevention and control of
the Department ofHealth; providing that pas
senger vehicle classification license plates be
issued for those vehicles; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, section 16B.54, subdivision 2;
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
168.012, subdivision 1.
Enactment: 2/15/96
Effective: 2/16/96

Medicare reimbursement waiver request
HF2952 (Wejcman)
SF2020* (Berglin)
Chapter 296: relating to human services;
requesting the commissioners of health and
human services to seek a federal waiver;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, section
144A.04, by adding a subdivision.
Enactment: 3/4/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Group home rate exception clarified
HF2639 (Long)
SF2317* (Berglin)
Chapter 312: relating to group residential
housing; clarifying a rate exception; amend
ing Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 2561.05,
subdivision 2.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Elderly care programs combined
HF2951 (Wejcman)
SF1879* (Berglin)
Chapter 316: relating to medical assistance;
combining the alternative care program and
the home- and community-based services
waiver for the elderly program.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Nursing registration violation penalty
HF2558* (Cooper)
SF2335 (Samuelson)
Chapter 318: relating to professions; modi
fying provisions governing the practice of
nursing; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
section 148.231, subdivision 5; proposing
coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes,
chapter 148.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Emergency medical services regulatory
board authority modified
HF2310* (Cooper)
SF1955 (Sams)
Chapter 324: relating to health; transferring
certain authority from the commissioner of
health to the emergency medical services
regulatory board; adding two members to
the emergency medical services regulatory
board; adding an exemption to the medical
license requirement; specifying effective date
of appointments and board actions; amend
ingMinnesotaStatutes 1994, section 169.686,
subdivision 3; MinnesotaStatutes 1995Supple
ment, sections 144.8093, subdivision 4;
144E.Ol, subdivision 1; and 147.09.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Health profession sexual misconduct
HF2633 (Greenfield)
SF2332* (Merriam)
Chapter 334: relating to health professions;
modifying provisions relating to sexual mis
conduct; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 13.99, subdivision 44; 147.01, sub
division 4; and 147.091, by adding a subdi
vision; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 147.
Enactment: 3/18/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Childbirth and postpartum health
insurance benefits regulated
HF2008* (Opatz)
SF1791 (Betzold)
Chapter 335: relating to insurance; health;
regulating childbirth and postpartum care
benefits; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 62A.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 3/20/96



Departmentof Economic Securitychanges
HF2222* (Delmont)
SF2097 (Lesewski)
Chapter 339: relating to state government;
excepting certain contracts from certain con
tract management requirements; abolishing
certain reports and providing for a compre
hensive annual report by the department of
economic security; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, sections 268.0122, subdivisions 3
and 4; and 268.65, subdivision 1; Minnesota
Statutes 1995Supplement, sections 16B.06,sub
division 2a; 268.0124; 268.363; and 268.98,
subdivision 2; Laws 1995, chapter 254, article
1, section 93; proposing coding for new law in
MinnesotaStatutes, chapter268; repealingMin
nesotaStatutes 1994, sections 268.367; 268.37,
subdivision 5; and 268.38, subdivision 11;
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
268.92, subdivision 10.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 3/20/96

Nursing home administrators shared
HF2630* (Cooper)
SF2312 (Kiscaden)
Chapter 352: relating to health; permitting
nursing home administrators to be shared
under certain circumstances; amending Min
nesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,. section
144A.04, subdivision 5a.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Speech pathologist and audiologist
registration
HF2340* (Lourey)
SF2158 (Sams)
Chapter 363: relating to health profeSSions;
prOviding for the registration of speech-lan
guage pathologists and audiologists by the
department of health; providing penalties;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 148; repealing Minnesota
Rules, parts 4750.0010; 4750.0020;
4750.0030; 4750.0040; 4750.0050;
4750.0060; 4750.0070; 4750.0080;
4750.0090; 4750.0100; 4750.0200;
4750.0300; 4750.0400; 4750.0500;
4750.0600; and 4750.0700.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Deaf and blind services act provisions
modified
HF2127* (Lynch)
SF1882 (Samuelson)
Chapter 392: relating to human services;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections

256C.23; 256C.24, as amended; 256C.25,
subdivision 1; 256C.26; and 256C.28, as
amended; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 256C; repealing
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 256C.22;
and 256C.27.
Enactment: 3/28/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Omnibus health and human services
supplemental appropriations bill
HF2818* (Greenfield)
SF2308 (Samuelson)
Chapter 393: relating to human services;
adding provisions for health and continuing
care related to medical as . and general
assistance medical care, health
plan regul echnical and policy
changes; ap ating money; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 62D.04,
subdivision 5; 62N.10, subdivision 4;
62Q.075, subdivision 2; 144.0722, by add
ing a subdivision; 144.572; 144.71,subdivi
sions 1 and 2; 144.72, subdivisions 1 and 2;
144.73, subdivision 1; 144.74; 144A.04, by
adding a subdivision; 144A.09, subdivision
1; 144A.20, subdivision 2; 145.61, subdivi
sion 5; 148.235, by adding a subdivision;
148C.01, by adding a subdivision; 148C.09,
by adding a subdivision; 245.462, subdivi
sion 4; 245.4871, subdivision 4; 245.94,
subdivisions 2a and 3; 245.95, subdivision
2; 245.97, subdivision 6; 246.57, by adding
a subdivision; 253B.11, subdivision 2;
256.482, by adding a subdivision; 256.73,
subdivision 1, and by adding a subdivision;
256.9355, subdivision 3; 256B.03, by add
ing a subdivision; 256B.056, subdivisions .1
and 1a; 256B.0595, by adding subdivisions;
256B.0627, subdivisions 1, as amended, 4,
as amended, 5, as amended, and by adding a
subdivision; 256B.0913, subdivision 7, and
by adding subdivisions; 256B.0915, subdi
vision 1b, and by adding subdivisions;
256B.15;by adding subdivisions; 256B.35,
subdivision 1; 256B.37, subdivision 5;
256B.49, by adding asubdivision; 256B.501,
by adding subdivisions; 256B.69, by adding
a subdivision; 256G.01, subdivision 3, and
by adding subdivisions; 256G.02, subdivi
sions 4 and 6; 256G.03; 256G.06; 256G.07,
subdivisions 1 and 2; 256G.08, subdivision
1; 256G.09, subdivision 2; 256G.1O; 2561.04,
subdivision 1; 2561.05, subdivision 1c, and
by adding a subdivision; 325F.71, subdivi
sion 2; 327.14, subdivision 8; 524.2-403;
and 524.3-801; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, sections 62Q.03, subdivision 8;
62Q.19, subdivisions 1 and 5; 62R.17;

Summary

144.122; 144.9503, subdivisions 6, 8, and 9;
144.9504,subdivisions2, 7,and8; 144.9505,
subdivision 4; 144A.071, subdivisions 3 and
4a; 148C.01, subdivisions 12 and 13;
148C.02, subdivisions 1 and 2; 148C.03,
subdivision 1; 148C.04, subdivisions 3, 4,
and by adding a subdivision; 148C.05, sub
division 1; 148C.06; 148C.11, subdivisions
1 and 3; 157.011, subdivision 1; 157.15,
subdivisions 4,5,6,9, 12, 13, 14, and by
adding subdivisions; 157.16; 157.17, subdi
vision 2; 157.20, subdivision 1, and by add
ing a subdivision; 157.21; 252.27,
subdivision 2a; 256.045, subdivision 3;
256.969, subdivisions 1, 2b, 9, and 10;
256B.055, subdivision 12; 256B.0575;
256B.0595, subdivisions 1, 2, 3, and 4;
256B.0625, subdivisions 17, 19a, and 30;
256B.0628, subdivision 2; 256B.0913, sub
divisions 5 and 15a; 256B.0915, subdivi
sions 3 and 3a; 256B.093, subdivision 3;
256B.15, subdivision 5; 256B.431, subdivi
sion 25; 256B.432, subdivision 2; 256B.434,
subdivision 10; 256B.49, subdivisions 6 and
7; 256B.501, subdivisions 5b and 5c;
256B.69, subdivisions 3a, 4, 5b, 6, and 21;
256D.02, subdivision 12a; 256D.03, subdi
vision 4; 256D.045; and 2561.04, subdivi
sions 2b and 3; Laws 1995, chapter 207,
article 1, section 2, subdivision 4; proposing
coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes,
chapters 62J; 144; 145; 252; 252B; 256;
256B; and 299A; repealing Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, sections 144.691, subdivision 4;
146.14; and 146.20; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, sections 157.03; 157.15, subdi
vision 2; 157.18; 157.19; 256B.15, subdivi
sion 5; 256B.69, subdivision 4a; 256G.05,
subdivision 1; and 256G.07, subdivision 3a;
Minnesota Rules, part 9505.5230.
Vetoed: 3/26/96

Foster care payment and placement
provisions modified
HF2158 (Sykora)
SF1885* (Knutson)
Chapter 416: relating to human services;
clarifying foster care payment and place
ment; clarifying adoption assistance; defin
ing egregious harm in the juvenile code;
amending the parental rights termination
statute; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 256E.08, by adding a subdivision;
257.071, subdivision la, and by adding sub
divisions; 257.072, subdivisions 1,5, and 8;
257.0725; 259.29; 259.67, subdivisions 4
and 6; 259.77; 260.015, by adding a subdi
vision; and 260.181, subdivision 3; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
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subdivision; 148C01, by adding a subdivi
sion; 148C09, by adding a subdivision;
245.462, subdivision 4; 245.4871, subdivi
sion 4; 245.94, subdivisions 2aand3; 245.95,
subdivision 2; 245.97, subdivision 6; 246.57,
by adding a subdivision; 253B.11, subdivi
sion 2; 256.482, by adding a subdivision;
256.73, subdivision 1, and by adding a sub
division; 256.9355, subdivision 3; 256B.03,
by adding a subdivision; 256B.056, subdivic

sions 1 and 1a; 256B.0595, byaddingsubdi
visions; 256B.0627, subdivisions 1, as
amended, 4, as amended, 5, as amended, and
by adding a subdivision; 256B.0913, subdi
vision 7, and by adding subdivisions;
256B.0915, subdivision 1b, and by adding
subdivisions; 256B.15, by adding subdivi
sions; 256B.35, subdivision 1; 256B.37, sub
division 5; 256B.49, byadding asubdivision;
256B. 501, by adding subdivisions; 256B.69,
by adding a subdivision; 256G.01, subdivi
sion3, and byadding subdivisions; 256G.02,
subdivisions 4 and 6; 256G.03; 256G.06;
256G.07, subdivisions 1 and 2; 256G.08,
subdivision 1; 256G.09, subdivision 2;
256G.10; 2561.04, subdivision 1; 2561.05,
subdivision 1c, and by adding a subdivision;
325F.71, subdivision 2; 327.14, subdivision
8; 524.2-403; and524.3-801; Minnesota Stat
utes 1995 Supplement, sections 62Q.03, sub
division 8; 62Q.19, subdivisions 1 and 5;
62R.17; 144.122; 144.9503, subdivisions 6,
8, and 9; 144.9504, subdivisions 2,7, and 8;
144.9505, subdivision 4; 144A.071, subdi
visions 3 and 4a; 148C01, subdivisions 12
and 13; 148C02, subdivisions 1 and 2;
148C03, subdivision 1; 148C04, subdivi
sions 3, 4, and by adding a subdivision;
148C05, subdivision 1; 148C06; 148Cll,
subdivisions 1 and 3; 157.011, subdivision
1; 157.15, subdivisions 4,5,6,9,12,13,14,
and by adding subdivisions; 157.16; 157.17,
subdivision 2; 157.20, subdivision 1, and by
adding asubdivision; 157.21; 252.27, sub
division2a; 256.045, subdivision 3; 256.969,
subdivisions 1, 2b, 9, and 10; 256B.055,
subdivision 12;256B.0575; 256B.0595, sub
divisions 1,2,3, and 4; 256B.0625, subdivi
sions 17, 19a, and 30;256B.0628,subdivision
2; 256B.0913, subdivisions 5 and 15a;
256B.0915, subdivisions 3 and3a; 256B.093,
subdivision 3; 256B.15, subdivision 5;
256B.431, subdivision 25; 256B.432, subdi
vision 2; 256B.434, subdivision 10; 256B.49,
subdivisions 6 and 7; 256B.501, subdivi
sions 5b and 5c; 256B.69, subdivisions 3a, 4,
5b, 6, and 21; 256D.02, subdivision 12a;
256D.03, subdivision 4; 256D.045; and
2561.04, subdivisions 2b and 3; Laws 1995,

Health insurance technical changes
HF2190* (Cooper)
SF2106 (Berglin)
Chapter 434: relating to health insurance;
making technical changes' 'ng re-entry
into the small emplo nder certain
circumstance" mpensation for
the reinsu . iation; clarifying per-
mitted invest ents and guarantees for inte
grated service networks; expandingeligibility
for the MinnesotaCare Program; providing
for the cancellation of recodification efforts;
redUcing appropriation; appropriating
money; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 62A.65, subdivision 3; 62].25;
62L.09, subdivision 3; 62L.14, subdivision
7; and 62N.25, subdivision 5; Minnesota
Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections 62A.65,
subdivision 5; 62].042, subdivision 4;
62L.045, subdivision 1; 62L.12, subdivision
2; 62M.09, subdivision 5; 62N.076,subdivi
sion 3; 62N.077, subdivision 2; 62Q.01,
subdivision 3; 256.9354, subdivision 5; and
256.9358, subdivision 4; repealing Minne
sotaStatutes 1994, section 62N.33; Laws 1993,
chapter 247, article 4, section 8; Laws 1994,
chapter 625, article 5, section 5, as amended;
Laws 1995, chapters 96, section 2; 234,
article 3, section 3; 248, article 10, section
15; and First Special Session chapter 3, ar
ticle 13, section 2.
Vetoed: 4/4/96

Omnibus health and human services
supplemental appropriations bill
HF1584* (Lourey)
SF1703 (Berglin)
Chapter 451: relating to human services;
changing provisions to health and continu
ing care related to MA and GAMC; changing
provisions to long term care; changing provi
sions to health plan regulations; making tech
nical and policy changes for the department
of human services; requiring the commis
sioner of human services to study and make
recommendations on the administration of
the communityalternative care program, and
to study and report on the effect on medical
assistance waiver programs ofmedicallyfrag
ile children in foster care; appropriating
money; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 62D.04, subdivision 5; 62N.10, sub
division4; 62Q.075, subdivision 2; 144.0722,
by adding a subdivision; 144.572; 144.71,
subdivisions 1 and 2; 144.72, subdivisions 1
and 2; 144.73, subdivision 1; 144.74;
144A.04, by adding a subdivision; 144A.09,
subdivision 1; 144A.20, subdivision 2;
145.61, subdivision 5; 148.235, by adding a

Licensed professional counseling board
established
HF66* (Cooper)
SF891 (Solon)
Chapter 423: relating to occupations and
profeSSions; establishing the rd oflicensed
professional counseli ing profes-
sional counselo d; requiring
certain acti'Q,d occupational thera-
pists to be c&inmenced within two years;
providing certain exceptions from X-ray op
eration examination requirements; requiring
rulemaking; providing penalties; appropri
ating money; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 148A.01, subdivision 5;
541.07; and 609.341, subdivision 17; Min
nesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
116].70, subdivision 2a; 144.121, subdivi
sion 5; 148B.60, subdivision 3; 214.01, sub
division 2; and 214.04, subdivision 3;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 148B.
Vetoed: 4/3/9

Summary

94

256.045, subdivision 3; and260.221, subdi
vision 1; Laws 1995, chapter 207, article 1,
section 2, subdivision 4.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 4/3/96

Child welfare hold procedures modified
HF2368 Qefferson)
SF2123* (Terwilliger)
Chapter 421: relating to children; clarifying
the procedures peace officers must follow
when deciding where to place a child placed
on a health and welfare hold; requiring cer
tain notices; clarifying the duties of related
persons receiving a child on a 72-hour health
and welfare hold; clarifying the reporting
procedures and requirements for the placing
officer to notify the county agency and the
court; changing certain emergency licensing
procedures; authorizing certainpetitions and
appearances; specifying review in certain
cases; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sec
tions 257.02; 257.03; 260.015, subdivision
14; 260.165, subdivision 3; 260.171, subdi
vision 2; and 260.173, subdivision 2; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
245A.035, subdivision 2; proposing coding
for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter
257.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96



chapter 207, article 1, section 2, subdivision
4; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapters 62J; 144; 145; 252; 256;
256B; and 299A; proposing coding for new
law as -Minnesota Statutes, chapter 252B; re
pealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
144.691, subdivision 4; 146. 14; and 146.20;
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
157.03; 157.15, subdivision 2; 157.18;
157.19; 256B.15, subdivision 5; 256B.69,
subdivision 4a; 256G.05, subdivision 1; and
256G.07, subdivision 3a; Minnesota Rules,
part 9505.5230.
Enactment: 4/12/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Dental hygienist practice regulation
HF1926* (Huntley)
SFl719 (Solon)
Chapter 273: relating to occupations; regu
lating the practice of dental hygiene; amend
ingMinnesotaStatutes 1994, sections 150A05;
150A06, subdivision 2; and 150A10, sub
division 1.
Enactment: 2/21/96
Effective: 2/22/96

Psychology board duties
HF1157 (Kelley)
SF842* (Betzold)
Chapter 424: relating to occupations and
professions; board of psychology; modifying
board duties; changing types of licensure;
changing licensure provisions; providing for
discipline; providing penalties; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 148.88;
148.881; 148.89, subdivisions 2a and 5;
148.90, subdivisions 1 and 2; 148.905, sub
division 1; 148.911; 148.925; 148.941, sub
divisions 2, 4, and by adding subdivisions;
148.96; 148.975; 148.98; 253B.02, subdivi
sion 11; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,
section 147.09; proposing coding for new
law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 148; re
pealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
148.89, subdivisions 6, 7, and 8; 148.91;
148.93; 148.951;and 148.97; Minnesota Stat
utes 1995 Supplement, section 148.921.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Housing

Requirements of cities to secure vacant
buildings
HF2039 (Clark)
SF1812* (Berglin)
Chapter 286: relating to housing; securing
vacant buildings; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, sections 463.251; and 582.031,
subdivision 2.
Enactment: 2/27/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Housing Finance Agency single family
housing requirements
HF2129 (Clark)
SF1925* Oohnson, ].B.)
Chapter 298: relating to the Housing Fi
nance Agency; making technical changes to
requirements under single family housing
programs; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 462A05, subdivisions 14a and 18;
and 462A07, subdivision 14.
Enactment: 3/4/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Manufactured home park owners land
recovery
HF2154* (Delmont)
SF1845 (Novak)
Chapter 311: relating to manufactured
homes; adding certain conditions for park
owners to recover possession ofland; amend
ingMinnesotaStatutes 1994, section 327C.09,
subdivision 8.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Landlord tenant nuisance behavior
HF2040* (Clark)
SF1811 (Berglin)
Chapter 328: relating to housing; providing
for waiver of fees and surcharges imposed on
motor vehicle registration data requests un
der certain circumstances; requiring the
tenant's full name and date of birth in a
written lease; requiring tenant screening re
ports and unlawful detainer case files to
include certain information; requesting a
study; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 168.345, subdivision 3, and by add
ing a subdivision; 504.012; 504.181, subdi-

Summary

vision 1; 504.30, subdivision 4, and by add
ing a subdivision; and 566.05.
Enactment: 3/18/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Rental security deposit interest rate
reduced
HF2672 * Oennings)
SF2135 (Metzen)
Chapter 357: relating to landlords and ten
ants; changing the interest rate on security
deposits; providing for a legislative review;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, section
504.20, subdivision 2; repealing Laws 1992,
chapter 555, article 2, section 2.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 3/22/96

Low-income housing tax credit program
policy changes
HF2415* (Rest)
SF2594 (Pogemiller)
Chapter 362: relating to housing; making
technical and policy changes to the low
income housing tax credit program; modify
ing procedures for allocating bonding
authority to cities for Single-family housing;
making technical corrections; amendingMin
nesota Statutes 1994, sections 462A.222, sub
divisions 1, la, 3, and 4; 462A.223,
subdivision 2; 462C.05, by adding a subdivi
sion; 474A061, subdivision 2b; 474A131,
subdivisions 1 and 1a; and 474A.14; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
474A.061, subdivisions 2a and 2c; and
474A.091, subdivision 3; proposing coding
for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter
474A.
Enactment: 3/22/96
Effective: 8/1/96; 3/22/96 (Secs. 1-6)

Resident caretaker provided on premises
HF2242 (Wejcman)
SF2196* (Anderson)
Chapter 367: relating to housing; permit
ting a mortgagee to provide a resident care
taker for a premises; authorizing entry into
tenant's premises under certain circum
stances; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
section 582.031, subdivision 2; Minnesota
Statutes 1995 Supplement, section 504.183,
subdivision 3.
Enactment: 3/22/96
Effective: 8/1/96
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Summary

International Trade &
Economic Development

Port authorities to use uniform municipal
contracting law
HF2513* (Huntley)
SF2576 (Anderson)
Chapter 349: relating to economic develop
ment; authorizing port authorities to use
certain provisions of the uniform municipal
contracting law; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, section 469.068, by adding a sub
division.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Tourism director classification changed
HF2256* (Warkentin)
SF2056 (Novak)
Chapter 369: relating to economic develop
ment; changing classification of the director
of tourism; modifying provisions relating to
business finance programs and the competi
tiveness task force; abolishing the main street
program and the rural development board;
transferring authority for certain programs;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
16B.06, subdivision 2; 116].01, subdivisions
4 and 5; 116].581, subdivisions 2 and 4; and
116].980, subdivision 1; Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, sections 116].58, subdivi
sion 1; 116].581, subdivision 1; 116].655;
116N.03, subdivision 2; and 116N.06; re
pealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
116].981; 116N.Ol, subdivision 2; 116N.02,
subdivisions 2, 3, 4, and 5; 116N.04; and
116N.07;MinnesotaStatutes1995Supplement,
section 116N.02, subdivision 1; Minnesota
Rules, part 4370.0010, subpart 3.
Enactment: 3/26/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Businesses receiving state aid to pay a
poverty level wage
HF2562 (Clark)
SF1997* (Hottinger)
Chapter 447: relating to economic develop-
ment; requiring some busi with state
or local financial ass' y at least a
poverty level g the commis-
sioner of re'\! set goals for jobs and
wages for ne tax expenditures; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 270.067, by
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adding a subdivision; proposing coding for
new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 177;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 1995Supplement,
section 116].542.
Vetoed: 4/11/96

Judiciary

Revisor instruction scope limited
HF2122 (Dawkins)
SF1798* (Betzold)
Chapter 277: relating to statutes; limiting the
scope of an instruction to the revisor; amend
ing Laws 1995, chapter 189, section 8.
Enactment: 2/21/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Neuroleptic medication hearings
HF2836 (Ostrom)
SF2514* (Hottinger)
Chapter 281 : relating to civil commitment;
clarifying the financial responsibility for hear
ings on the use of neuroleptic medications;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, section
256G.08, subdivision 1.
Enactment: 2/23/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Revisor's bill
HF2938* (Skoglund)
SF2598 (Betzold)
Chapter 305: relating to Minnesota Statutes;
correcting erroneous, ambiguous, and omit
ted text and obsolete references; eliminating
certain redundant, conflicting, and super
seded provisions; makingmiscellaneous tech
nical corrections to statutes and other laws;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
lOA27, subdivision 1; 13.99, subdivisions
8a and 19c; 14.47, subdivision 1; 17.03,
subdivision 10; 18.54, subdivisions 1 and 2;
18B.39; 18E.05, subdivision 1;21.92;32.417;
41A023; 41A04, subdivision 4; 44A.0311;
48.301; 60B.39, subdivision 5; 62D.02, sub
division 4; 62D.12, subdivisions 12 and 13;
62E.04, subdivision 8; 62E.09; 621.22, sub
division 6; nC07, subdivision 1; 83.23,
subdivisions 2 and 3; 83.24, subdivisions 3
and 5; 83.26, subdivision 1; 83.28, subdivi
sion 2; 83.30, subdivision 1; 83.31, subdivi
sions 1 and 3; 83.39, subdivision 1; 85A.02,
subdivision 5b; 97B.025; 103G.301, subdi
vision 3; 1031.101, subdivision 5; 1031.525,

subdivisions 8 and 9; 1031.531, subdivisions
8 and 9; 1031.535, subdivision 8; 1031.541,
subdivisions 4 and 5; 115A156, subdivision
3; 115B.223, subdivision 2; 115C07, subdi
vision3; 116C834,subdivisionl; 116].403;
116].63, subdivision 2; 116].68, subdivision
2; 129D.14, subdivision 5; 136D.23, subdi
visions 1and 2; 136D.83, subdivisions 1and
2; 144.98, subdivision 4; 145.61, subdivi
sion 5; 145.889; 145.97; 148B.17; 148B.61,
subdivision 2; 148B.64, subdivision 2;
148B.69, subdivision 1; 160.265, subdivi
sion 2; 161.1231, subdivision 5; 169.128;
176.021, subdivision 7; 176.129, subdivi
sions 4a and 13; 176.225, subdivision 2;
176.83, subdivision 7; 177.24, subdivisions
1 and 4; 177.27, subdivision 6; 182.675;
183.375, subdivision 5; 183.411, subdivi
sions 2a and 3; 183.545; 197.447; 198.002,
subdivision 2; 198.003, subdivision 1;
205A.13; 2l6A.037, subdivision 3;
216B.164, subdivision 6; 216ClO; 216C14,
subdivision 3; 216C15, subdivision 2;
216C37, subdivision 7; 223.17, subdivision
3; 239.101, subdivision 4; 240.24, subdivi
sion 2; 240A03, subdivision 10; 254B.041,
subdivision 2; 256.871, subdivision 7;
256.9753, subdivision3; 256.991; 256B.431,
subdivision 22; 256B.501, subdivisions Sa
and 10; 256B.502; 256B.503; 256B. 74, sub
division 10; 268.166; 268.37, subdivision 3;
270.84, subdivision 1; 270A12; 270B.07,
subdivision 4; 284.28, subdivisions 5 and 6;
298.39; 299L.07, subdivision 8; 299M.04;
308A135, subdivision 3; 325D.Ol, subdivi
sion 1; 325D.69, subdivision 2; 325D.70;
325F.20, subdivision 1; 326.47, subdivision
6; 326.86, subdivision 1; 349A02, subdivi
sion 6; 352.75, subdivision 6; 352B.26, sub
division 3; 353.271, subdivision 2; 353.84;
354.094, as amended; 354.53, subdivision
1; 354.55, subdivisions 14 and 15; 354.66,
subdivisions I and 6; 354A.092; 354A093;
355.391, subdivision 1; 355.392, subdivi
sions 2and 3; 356.86,subdivision2; 356.865,
subdivision 2; 363.06, subdivision 4a;
402.01, subdivision 1; 422A.06,subdivision
5; 462A06, subdivision II; 462A.07, subdi
vision 14; 462A08, subdivision 3; 462A.236;
469.141, subdivision 2; 473.446, subdivi
sion 2; 473.516, subdivision 3; 473.545;
473.639; 480A.06, subdivision 3; 524.3
101; 524.3-108; 524.3-901; 524.3-1204;
525.712; 550.15; 583.285; 624.7132, sub
division 8; 626A13, subdivision 4; and
629.68; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,
sections 13.99, subdivision 19h; 15.0591,
subdivision 2; 15.991, subdivision 1;
16A6701, subdivision I; 16B.43, subdivi-



sion 1; 16B.748; 41A066, subdivision 1;
43A.191, subdivision 3; 43A24, subdivi
sion 2; 47.60, subdivision 4; 62A307, sub
division 2; 62L.045, subdivision 1; 62M.09,
subdivision 5; 72C.03; 79A31, subdivision
1; 83.26, subdivision 2; 84.9691; 97A0453;
103B.231, subdivision 3; 103G.301, subdi
vision 2; 116.07, subdivisions 4 and 4d;
121.703, subdivision 2; 144.057, subdivi
sion 1; 144A.071, subdivision 2; 144A073,
subdivision 8; 144D.06; 148C.03, subdivi
sion 1; 151.37, subdivision 2; 237.16, subdi
vision 11; 256. 737, subdivision la; 256D.Ol,
subdivision Ib; 275.065, subdivision 6;
276.04, subdivision 2; 295.50, subdivision
4; 297A25, subdivision ll; 326.50; 336.9
411; 354.05, subdivision 5; 354.63, subdivi
sion 2; 354A.094, subdivision 4; 354D.Ol,
subdivision 2; 354D.06; 462A201, subdivi
sion2; 474.191; 525.6197; 609.101, subdi
vision 2; 609.485, subdivisions 2 and 4; and
626.557, subdivision 16; Laws 1995; chap
ters 159, section 1; 202, article 4, section 24;
and 212, article 4, section 65; First Special
Session chapter 3, article 8, section 25, sub
division 6; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 13.99, subdivisions 2 and 39a;
148B.60, subdivision 6; 177.28, subdivision
4; 222.61; 254B.041 ,subdivision 1;289A60,
subdivision 9; 349.218; 471.6161, subdivi
sion 7; 473.604, subdivision 7; and 473.704,
subdivision 6; Laws 1991, chapter 354, ar
ticle 6, section 7, subdivisions 2 and 3; Laws
1995, chapters 186, sections 38 and 78; 224,
sections 117, 118, 119, 120, and 121; 234,
article 3, section 3; 247, article 1, section 44;
248, article 10, section 15; and 259, article 3,
section 7, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 3/13/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Writ of certiorari application process
clarified
HF2483* (Carruthers)
SF2476 (Cohen)
Chapter 307: relating to courts; clarifying
the process for applying for a writ of certio
rari; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sec
tion 606.01; proposing coding fornew lawin
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 543.
Enactment: 3/13/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Public nuisance definitions clarified
HF2509* (Wagenius)
SF2098 (Ranum)
Chapter 322: relating to public nuisance;
clarifying definition of acts constituting a
nuisance; amending Minnesota Statutes 1995

Supplement, section 617.81, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 6/1/96

Drivers to yield to pedestrians
HF2930 (Farrell)
SF2054* (Kelly)
Chapter 333: relating to traffic regulations;
requiring driver to stop to yield right-of-way
to pedestrian within crosswalk; increasing
penalty for failure to yield to pedestrian in
crosswalk; directing commissioner to include
information pertaining to crosswalk right-of
way in driver's manual; requiring prepara
tion and distribution ofpubliCity concerning
traffic regulations; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, section 171.13, by adding asubdi
vision; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement,
section 169.21, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 3/18/96
Effective: 8/1/96; 9/1/96 (Sec. 1)

Registered property applications, records
HF2155* (Macklin)
SF1838 (Betzold)
Chapter 338: relating to civil law; real prop
erty and probate; providing conditions for
registered property applications and records;
providing for the application of certain cura
tive provisions; changing certain probate and
trust provisions; providing standards for cer
tain documents; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 357.18, by adding a subdivi
sion; 501B.57; 508.06; 508.63; 508.66;
508.71, subdivision 3; 508.82; 508AOl, sub
division 3; 508A06; 508A63; 508A66;
508A71, subdivision 3; 508A82; 508A85,
subdivision 3; 524.2-403; 524.3-708; 524.3
804; 559.215; and 559.216; Minnesota Stat
utes 1995Supplement, sections 524.2-803; and
524.3-914; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes ,chapter507; repealingLaws
1994, chapter 447, section 2.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Streamlined dissolution procedure pilot
project extended
HF2778* (Orenstein)
SF2672 (Cohen)
Chapter 365: relating to courts; extending
the streamlined dissolution procedure pilot
project; modifying the duties and powers of
a referee for the duration of a family court
block calendarpilotprogram; amendingLaws
1991, chapter 271, section 9.
Enactment: 3/22/96
Effective: 3/23/96

Summary

Domestic assault, harassment victims'
accounts considered in release terms
HF2842 (Kelley)
SF2275* (ReichgottJunge)
Chapter 380: relating to crime; requiring
victim's account of domestic assault or ha
rassment to be considered in determining
arrested person's release; requiring notice to
certain law enforcement agencies, battered
women's programs, and sexual assault pro
grams of release of arrested persons; requir
ing notice of bail hearings to victims of
domestic assault and harassment; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 629.72, by
adding a subdivision; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, section 629.72, subdivisions 2
and 6.
Enactment: 3/27/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Alternative dispute resolution
HF2385* (Carruthers)
SF2084 (Reichgott Junge)
Chapter 388: relating to civil actions; estab
lishing an evidentiary privilege for persons
who preSide at alternative dispute resolution;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, section
595.02, by adding a subdivision.
Enactment: 3/27/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Child visitation procedures, requirements
modified
HF2357 (Dawkins)
SF1996* (Kelly)
Chapter 391 : relating to family law; requir
ing specificity in visitation orders; providing
for enforcement ofvisitation orders; modify
ing provisions for visitation expeditors; pro
viding for suspension of interest on child
support arrearages in certain cases; imposing
penalties; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 518.175, subdivisions 1 and 6;
518.1751; 518.68, subdivisions 2 and 3; and
548.091, subdivision la; Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, section 518.5512, by add
ing a subdivision; repealing Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, section 518.175, subdivision 4.
Enactment: 3/28/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Child support, maintenance overpayment
reductions
HF2284* Oohnson, A.)
SF1948 (Betzold)
Chapter 406: relating to family law; regulat
ing reductions inmonthly payments for over
payment of support or maintenance;
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Summary

amending Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supple
ment, section 518.611, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Omnibus crime bill
HF3242 (Murphy)
SF2856* (Beckman)
Chapter 408: relating to criminal justice;
crime prevention; appropriating money for
the judicial branch, public safety, correc
tions, criminaljustice, crime prevention pro
grams, and other related purposes; providing
for community notification of the release of
certain sex offenders, expanding the sex of
fender registration act; implementing, clari
fying, and modifying certain criminal and
juvenile provisions; prescribing, clarifying,
and modifying certain penalty provisions;
establishing and expanding pilot programs,
grant programs, task forces, committees, and
studies; providing for the retention of con
sultants; limiting expungement of certain
criminal records and providing an
expungement process; reconciling various
provisions on criminal history background
checks; prohibitinguse ofdeadlyforce against
peace officers under certain circumstances;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
2.724,subdivision3; 13.99,subdivision53a;
144A.46, subdivision 5; 152.02, subdivision
2; 168.36, by adding a subdivision; 169.09,
subdivision 14; 169.791, subdivisions 2a, 3,
and 4; 169.792, subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 5, and
6; 181.9412; 241.275; 242.31, subdivision
2; 244.09, subdivision 5; 244.10, by adding
a subdivision; 244.17, subdivision 2;
244.172, subdivision 2; 260.141, by adding
a subdivision; 260.145; 260.161, subdivi
sion la; 260.171, subdivision 2; 260.281;
260.301; 260.311, subdivision 3a; 268.30,
subdivision 2; 299A.35, as amended;
299C13; 352.90; 352.91, subdivisions 1,2,
3b, 4, and by adding subdivisions; 352.92,
subdivision 2; 401.10; 490.15, by adding a
subdivision; 609.035, subdivision 1, and by
adding a subdivision; 609.0'6; 609.11, sub
divisions 5 and 9; 609.135, subdivision 1;
609.165, subdivision Ib; 609.21, subdivi
sions 1,2, 2a, 3, and 4; 609.2231, subdivi
sion 2, and byadding asubdivision; 609.224,
subdivision 4; 609.3451, by adding a subdi
vision; 609.487, by adding a subdivision;
609.52, subdivision 2; 609.5316, subdivi
sion 3; 609.583; 609.596; 609.611; 609.66,
subdivision la; 609.666, subdivision 1;
609.749, by adding a subdivision; 609.855,
subdivision 5; 611.271; 611A.04, subdivi
sions la and 3; 611A25, subdivision 3;
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611A361, subdivision 3; and 624.713, sub
division 2; Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supple
ment, sections 16B.181; 144.057,
subdivisions 1,3, and 4; 152.18, subdivision
1; 242.31, subdivision 1; 243.166, subdivi
sions 1 and 7; 243.212; 245A.04, subdivi
sion 3; 256.045, subdivision 3; 260.015,
subdivision 21; 260.132, subdivision 3a;
260.155, subdivision 2; 260.195, subdivi
sion 2a; 299A326, subdivision 1; 299ClO,
subdivision 1; 299Cl1; 299C67, subdivi
sion 5; 299C68, subdivisions 2, 5, and 6;
481.01; 518B.0l, subdivision 14; 609.10;
609.125; 609.152, subdivision 1; 609.19;
609.20; 609.224, subdivision 2; 609.2325,
subdivision 3; 609.3451, subdivision 1;
609.485, subdivisions 2 and 4; 609.52, sub
division 1; 611A.Ol; 611A04, subdivision
1; 617.23; 624.712, subdivision 5; and
641.15, subdivision 2; Laws 1991, chapter
271, section 9; Laws 1995, chapter 229;
article 3, section 17; proposing coding for
new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 15;
168A; 171;241; 243; 244; 299A; 609; and
611A; proposing coding for new law as Min
nesota Statutes, chapter 609A; repealing Min
nesota Statutes 1994, sections 152.18,
subdivision 2; 242.31, subdivision 3;
260.141, subdivision 1; 299A.60; 352.91,
subdivision 3; 609.166; 609.167; 609.168;
and 609.495, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Community policing training required
HF2041 (Wejcman)
SFI872* (Berglin)
Chapter 411 : relating to peace officer train
ing; requiring peace officers to undergo train
ing in community policing techniques;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 626.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 4/3/96

Human Rights Act modified related to
athletics
HF2042* (Kahn)
SF2015 (Anderson)
Chapter 431 : relating to the human rights
act; providing that making certain equal op
portunities in athletic programs available on
the basis ofsex is not an unfair discriminatory
practice; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
section 363.02, subdivision 4.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 4/3/96

Data practices provisions
HF2618 (Macklin)
SF241O* (Ranum)
Chapter 440: relating to data practices; pro
viding for the classification of and access to
government data; clarifying data provisions;
prohibitingagreements limiting the disclosure
and di.scussion of personnel data; requiring
notice and approval of employment settle
ments by the commissioner of employee rela
tions; modifying the requirements for health
care provider identification numbers; estab
lishing procedures for disclosing certain
nonpublic data to related group purchasers;
requiring the office ofmentalhealthpractice to
establish procedures for the exchange ofinfor
mation; authorizing the release ofcertain birth
information on unwed mothers to family ser
vice collaboratives; regulating the disclosure of
personal information contained in motor ve
hicle records; regulating certain criminal jus
tice information; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 13.02, by adding asubdivision;
13.03, subdivision 4; 13.32, subdivision 5;
13.37, by adding a subdivision; 13.43, by
adding subdivisions; 13.82, subdivision 13,
and by adding a subdivision; 43A04, byadd
ing a subdivision; 62].51, by adding subdivi
sions; 62].56, subdivision 2; 62].60,
subdivisions 2 and 3; 144.225, subdivision 2,
and by adding a subdivision; 145.64, by add
ingasubdivision; 148B.66, byaddingasubdi
vision; 150A.081; 168.346; 171.12,
subdivision 7, and by adding a subdivision;
260.161,subdivisions 1and la;and299C095;
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
13.43, subdivision 2; 13.46, subdivision 2;
62].451, subdivisions 7, 9, and 12; 62].54,
subdivisions 1, 2, and 3; 62].58; 62Q.03,
subdivision 9; 144.335, subdivision 3a; and
268.12, subdivision 12; proposing coding for
new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 13.
Enactment: 4111/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Omnibus DWI bill
HF2779 (Entenza)
SF2340* (Marty)
Chapter 442: relating to crimes; driving
while intoxicated; expanding the prohibi
tions of the driving while intoxicated and
criminal vehicular operation laws to include
persons who operate a motor vehicle or air
plane with the presence of any amount of
certain controlled substances in their bodies;
providing a defense for controlled substance
use that complies with a lawfully issued
prescription; expanding criminal vehicular
operation law to include conduct resulting in



Summary

Re-employment insurance
HF2319 (Perlt)
SF1919* (Runbeck)
Chapter 417: relating to re-employment in
surance; making technical and administrative
changes; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 268.04, subdivisions 2, 4, and by
adding a subdivision; 268.06, subdivisions 5
and 24; 268.07; 268.072, subdivisions 2, 3,
and 5; 268.073, subdivisions 3, 4, and 7;
268.074, subdivision 4; 268.08, as amended;
268.09, subdivision 2; 268.12, by adding a
subdivision; 268.16, subdivision 4; 268.164,
subdivisions 1 and 2; and 268.23; Minnesota
Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections 268.041;
268.06, subdivision 20; 268.09, subdivision
1; 268.105, by adding a subdivision; 268.161,
subdivision 9; and 268.18, subdivision 1; pro
posing coding for new law in Minnesota Stat
utes, chapter 268; repealing Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 268.04, subdivisions 18 and
24; 268.10, subdivision 1; and 268.231; Min
nesotaStatutes 1995Supplement, section268.10,
subdivision 2; Laws 1994, chapter 503, sec
tion 5.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Minimum wage employer liability
HF2841 * (Leighton)
SF2397 (Novak)
Chapter 386: relating to employment; modi
fying provisions regarding minimum wages;
increasing penalties; modifying employer li
ability provisions; imposing apenalty; chang
ing inclusions in earnings statement;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
177.27, subdivisions 2, 4, and by adding
subdivisions; 177.30; 181.02; 181.03;
181.031; and 181.032; proposing coding for
new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 181;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
177.27, subdivision 6; 177.33; and 181.17.
Enactment: 3/27/96
Effective: B/l/96

Minimum wage increase
HF401 (Rukavina)
SF302* (Kelly)
Chapter 436: relating to
creasing the minimu
nesota Stat
subdivisio
Vetoed: 4/3

Labor-Management Relations

Parental leave for school activities
HF2682* (Greiling)
SF2438 (Anderson)
Chapter 341 : relating to employment; modi
fying provisions governing school confer
ence and activities leave; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, section 181.9412.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 7/1/96

Workers' compensation premium
calculation provisions modified
HF2867 (Leighton)
SF2552* (Hottinger)
Chapter 374: relating to workers' compen
sation; modifying provisions governing cal
culation of premiums; modifying provisions
relating to independent contractors; exempt
ing certain rules from expiration; changing
terms of a pilot program; making technical
changes; amending Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, sections 79.53, subdivision 1;
79.55, subdivision 5; 176.136, subdivision
la; 176.1812, subdivisions 1 and 6; and
176.261; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 176.
Enactment: 3/26/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Charitable hospital employer/
employee arbitration
HF2735 (Rukavina)
SF2471 * Qanezich)
Chapter 382: relating to labor relations;
modifying provisions regarding mandatory
arbitration for charitable hospital employers
and employees; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 179.38.
Enactment: 3/27/96
Effective: 8/1/96

viding for recovery of damages and injunc
tive relief for victims ofbias offenses; impos
ing parental liability; proposing coding for
new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 611A.
Enactment: 4/11196
Effective: 8/1/96

tes of limita
certain civil

of limitations.

bodily harm and to recodify certain hit and
run crimes; requiring issuance of special
registration plates to certain nonviolator
owners; recodifying law providing penalties
and license suspension to youth under 21
who drive after drinking; providing a longer
waiting period before the issuance of a lim
ited license following DWI and certain other
offenses if the driver is under the age of 18
years; clarifying the application of consecu
tive sentencing provisions to impaired driv
ing and driver's license offenses arising out of
a single course of conduct; requiring the
POST board to develop a plan to train peace
officers in drug recognition techniques; driv
ingwhile intoxicated; makingclarifying tech
nical changes; prescribing penalties;
appropriating money; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 168.042, subdivision
8, and by adding a subdivision; 169.01, by
adding subdivisions; 169.121, subdivisions
1, lc, 2, 3, 4,6, and lOa; 169.123, subdivi
sions2, 2a, 3, 4, and 6; 169.129; 169.791, by
adding a subdivision; 169.797, subdivision
4; 171.30,by adding asubdivision; 360.0752,
subdivisions 1, 2, 5, 6, and 7; 360.0753,
subdivisions 2, 3, and 6; 609.21; and 629.471,
subdivision 2; Minnesota Statutes 1995Supple
ment, sections 171.18, subdivision 1; and
340A.503, subdivision 1; proposing coding
for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters
169; and 171.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Blood product infusion civil action
HF2453 (Pugh)
SF2198* (Limmer)
Chapter 458: relating to s
tions; reviving an
actions barre~

Vetoed:4/~L~
'"'~

Bias offense civil damage awards
HF1648 (Pugh)
SF1500* (Hottinger)
Chapter 468: relating to civil actions; pro-

Nuisance action by individuals;
organizations
HF2204* (Dawkins)
SF2014 (Anderson)
Chapter 453: relating to civil actions; creat
ing a nuisance action by individuals and
neighborhood organizations; proposingcod
ing for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter
617.
Enactment: 4/12/96
Effective: 8/1/96
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Sanitary sewer system inflow and
infiltration prevention program
HF2420* (Huntley)
SF2258 (Solon)
Chapter 31 7: relating to cities; authorizing
cities to establish a program to prevent the
inflow and infiltration of storm water into a
city's sanitary sewer system; authorizing cit
ies to make loans and grants to property
owners in connection with the program;
providing for financing of the program; pro
posing coding for new law in Minnesota Stat
utes, chapter 47l.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Itasca County bidding requirement
exemptions
HF2401 * (Solberg)
SF2001 (Lessard)
Chapter 306: relating to counties; Itasca;
exempting the county from certain bidding
requirements on the sale of the Itasca County
Medical Center.
Enactment: 3/13/96
Effective: 3/14/96

Cohasset gas utility ownership,
operation permitted
HF3162 * (Solberg)
SF2821 (Lessard)
Chapter 313: relating to local government;
permitting the city of Cohasset to own and
operate a gas utility.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: Upon local approval

Airport noise mitigation spending
HF2285* (Garcia)
SF2204 (Riveness)
Chapter 320: relating to the metropolitan
airports commission; clarifying and extend
ing noise mitigation spending requirements;
requiring a report; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, section 473.661, subdivision 4.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Neighborhood Revitalization Program
HF3070* (Wejcman)
SF2793 (Kroening)
Chapter 355: relating to economic develop
ment; modifying the neighborhood revitaliza
tion program; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 469.1831, subdivisions 3 and 6.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Norwood and Young America to
become Norwood-Young America
HF2889* (Onnen)
SF2581 (Dille)
Chapter 302: relating to local government;
the cities of Norwood and Young America in
Carver county and their consolidation into
the city ofNorwood-Young America; repeal
ing Extra Session Laws 1857, chapter 18,
section 50; Special Laws 1874, chapter 78;
Special Laws 1879, chapters 4 and 152;
Special Laws 1881, chapters 31 and 101;
Special Laws 1889, chapter 24; and Special
Laws 1891, chapters 211 and 272.
Enactment: 3/13/96
Effective: Upon local approval, with qualifi
cations

Properly tax payment on land prior to
permit issuance
HF2355* (Long)
SF1964 (Vickerman)
Chapter 282: relating to local government;
authorizing a city, county, or town to require
certain information in applying for or as a
condition of granting approval of permits
required under official controls; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 462.353, by
adding a subdivision; proposing coding for
new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 366;
and 394.
Enactment: 2/27/96
Effective: 8/1/96

negotiate certain trade and craft contracts for
stagehands; amending Laws 1988, chapter
471, section 1, subdivisions 1, as amended,
and 2, as amended; andsection 2, as amended.
Enactment: 2/21/96
Effective: 2/22/96

Minnesota Municipal Board authority,
procedures clarified
HF2670* (Schumacher)
SF2189 (Vickerman)
Chapter 303: relating to the Minnesota Mu
nicipal Board; clarifying authOrity and proce
dures; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 414.01, subdivisions 1,2, 6a, 7a, 8,
12, and 16; 414.02, subdivision 3; 414.031,
subdivision 4; 414.0325, subdivisions 1, la,
and 3; 414.033, subdivision 5, and by add
ing a subdivision; 414.041, subdivisions 3
and 5; and 414.061, subdivisions 4 and 5;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
414.01, subdivisions 3, 3a, and 4; and
414.061, subdivision4a.
Enactment: 3/13/96
Effective: 8/1/96
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Morristown maintenance of electrical
power
HF2239* (Boudreau)
SF1843 (Neuville)
Chapter 271 : relating to local government;
allowing the city of Morristown to maintain
and pay for certain electrical power outside
the city.
Enactment: 2/15/96
Effective: 7/1/96

Age discrimination lawsuit settlement
HF3271 (Solberg)
SF2874* (Merriam)
Chapter 371 : relating to settlements; autho
rizing settlement ofa lawsuit for age discrimi
nation; implementing a settlement with
extended employment program services pro
viders; transferring appropriations; appro
priating money.
Enactment: 3/26/96
Effective: 3/27/96

Local Government &
Metropolitan Affairs

New Market bond issuance authorized
HF2079* (Macklin)
SF1912 (Pariseau)
Chapter 267: relating to the city of New
Market; permitting the city to incur debt not
subject to the general debt limit.
Enactment: 2/15/96
Effective: Upon local approval

Hennepin County additional chief
deputy sheriff appointment
HF2634* (Long)
$F2324 (Mondale)
Chapter 274: relating to local government;
providing for one additional chief deputy
sheriff in the unclassified service in Henne
pin County; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 383B.32, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 2/21/96
Effective: Upon local approval

Minneapolis to negotiate stagehand
contracts
HF2652 * Oefferson)
SF2223 (Pogemiller)
Chapter 276: relating to local government;
granting the city of Minneapolis authOrity to



Summary

developed for local government use by the
office of strategic and long-range planning;
directing the Environmental Quality Board
to adopt prinCiples of sustainable develop
ment; reqUiring reports; proposing coding
for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter4A.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 4/12/96

Airport construction restriction and
noise mitigation
HF3012* (Long)
SF2365 (Mondale)
Chapter 464: relating to metropolitan gov
ernment; providing for local zoning confor
mity in certain cases; modifying a certain levy
limitation for the Metropolitan Council; al
lowing for distribution of funds from the tax
base revitalization account to development
authorities; providing for distribution offunds
from the livable communities demonstration
account; authorizing the Metropolitan Coun
cil to issue bonds and to transfer proceeds of
certain bonds; requiring a transfer between
certain accounts of the council; providing for
metropolitan transportation investments;
providing for ajoint powers board for certain
public housing purposes; providing for met
ropolitan airport matters; providing for air
port noise impact relief; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 471.59, by adding a
subdivision; 473.155, by adding a subdivi
sion; 473.167, subdivision 2a; 473.388, by
adding a subdivision; 473.608, subdivisions
2,6,16,andbyaddingsubdivisions;473.614,
by adding a subdivision; 473.621, by adding
a subdivision; and 473.661, subdivision 4;
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
473.167, subdivisions 2 and 3; 473.252;
473.391; and 473.704, subdivision 18; Laws
1989, chapter 279, section 7, subdivision 6;
Laws 1995, chapter 255, article 3, section 2,
subdivisions 1 and 4; and Laws 1995, chap
ter 265, article 1, section 4; proposing coding
for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter
473; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sec
tions473.1551, subdivision 2; 473.167, sub
division 5; 473.636; and 473.637; Minnesota
Statutes 1995 Supplement, section 473.167,
subdivision 3a.
Enactment: 4/12/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

overnment;
rycouncil

ns; proposing
in Minnesota Statutes,

Strategic planning office development
plan
HF1800* (Long)
SF1655 Qohnson, ].B.)
Chapter 454: relating to local government;
reqUiring a sustainable development plan
ning guide and a model ordinance to be

Cities permitted to close unlawful
businesses
HF379 (Haas)
SF317* (Betzold)
Chapter 430: relating to cities; permitting
cities to close certain unlawful businesses;
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 415.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Cemetery account provisions
HF2413* Qennings)
SF1986 Qohnson, ].B.)
Chapter 413: relating to cemeteries; clarify
ing procedures for examination of certain
accounts and records by the state auditor;
providing for transfer of cemeteries to and
from local units of government; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 149.13,
subdivision 5; 306.02, subdivision 2;
306.025; 306.243, by adding a subdivision;
and 306.97.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Intergovernmental relations advisory
council established
HF2782* (Orenstein)
SF2597 (Metzen)
Chapter 400: relating to 10
providing for creatio
on intergove
coding for
chapter 15.
Vetoed:4/2/96

Municipal improvement report fee
restrictions
HF2375* (Rest)
SF2073 (Reichgott Junge)
Chapter402: relating to local improvements;
reqUiring a report to show the need and cost
effectiveness oflocal improvements; prohib
iting fees for preparing certain reports from
being based primarily on the estimated cost
of improvement; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, section 429.031, subdivision 1.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 8/1/96

se planning;
ningorga

n the land use
atmg issues of the re-

St. Cloud requested to report on land
use planning
HF2330* (Opatz)
SF2107 (Kleis)
Chapter 379: relating to la
requesting the St. Clo
nization to ass
planning a
gion.
Vetoed: 3/27/96

Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board employee appointment
HF2532* (Long)
SF2108 (Kroening)
Chapter 358: relating to the Minneapolis
park and recreation board; providing for the
appointment of various employees; amend
ing Laws 1969, chapter 1024, section 1, as
amended.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: Upon local approval

Baxter PUC expansion to five members
HF2625* (Wenzel)
SF2214 (Samuelson)
Chapter 376: relating to the city of Baxter;
allowing the city of Baxter to expand its
public utilities commission to five members.
Enactment: 3/26/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Metropolitan Airports Commission;
free parking prohibited
HF2321 * (Orenstein)
SF2339 (Marty)
Chapter 378: relating to the metropolitan
airports commission; prohibiting free park
ing; providing for the expiration offree park
ing cards; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
section 473.608, by adding a subdivision.
Enactment: 3/25/96t
Effective: 3/26/96

Metropolitan Councilwastewater services
HF2556 (Mahon)
SF2194* (Flynn)
Chapter 383: relating to metropolitan gov-
ernment; includingmetro council and
its agencies' empl n definition
ofemployee' a tropolitancoun-
cil to dete allocation method for
wastewaterservices; amendingMinnesota Stat
utes 1994, sections 43A.321; 473.511, subdi
vision 4; 473.517; and 473.519.
Vetoed: 3/28/96

t Chapter became law without the governor's signature 101
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Regulated Industries & Energy

Electric Energy Task Force report due
date modified
HF2281 (Munger)
SF1846* (Novak)
Chapter 266: relating to energy; extending
due date for task force report related to
electric energy policy; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1995 Supplement, section 216C.051,
subdivision 5.
Enactment: 2/7/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Willmar electrical power provision
HF2336 (Cooper)
SF2009* Qohnson, D.E.)
Chapter 300: relating to electric utilities;
allowing the city of Willmar to enter into a
joint venture with the Kandiyohi cooperative
electric power association for the provision
of electric power.
Enactment: 3/4/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Counterfeiting cellular phone service
HF2526* (Brown)
SF2170 (Betzold)
Chapter 331: relating to crime; making it a
crime to obtain cellular telephone service
through cellular counterfeiting; requiring for
feiture of cloning paraphernalia used to create
cloned cellular telephones; prescribing penal
ties; amendingMinnesota Statutes 1994, section
609.5316, subdivision 3; proposing coding
for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 609.
Enactment: 3/18/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Customer notified of phone carrier
change
HF2055* (Delmont)
SF2262 Qohnson,].B.)
Chapler 340: relating to telecommunications;
requiring notice to customers of the right to
require written authorization before changing
intrastatetelecommunicationscarrierorlocaltele
phone company; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, section· 237.66, subdivision 3, and by
adding a subdivision; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, section 237.16, subdivision 8.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 3/20/96 (Sec. 1); 1/1/97 (Secs. 2,3)
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Intrastate telecommunications services
regulated
HF2615 Qennings)
SF2381 * Qohnson, DJ)
Chapter 445: relating to telecommunica
tions; regulating intrastate interLATA tele
communications services; proposing coding
for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter
237.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Biomass fuel energy generation
mandate regulated
HF2419*(Brown)
SF2238 (Novak)
Chapter 450: relating to energy; regulating
a mandate to generate electricity using biom
ass as a fuel; modifying matching require
ments for appropriations; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
216B.2424; and Laws 1995, chapter 220,
section 14.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 4/12/96

Large electric power generating plants
HF374* (Trimble)
SF1642 (Novak)
Chapter 466: relating to utilities; exempting
large electric power gener' plant from
certificate of need pr en selected
by the publi ission from a
bidding pr ct resources to meet the
utility's proje d energy demand; ensuring
that photovoltaic devices and wind energy
conversion systems remain exempt from sales
tax after June 30, 1996; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, section 216B.2422, subdivision
5; and 216B.2423, subdiVision 1; Laws 1992,
chapter 511, article 8, section 39.
Vetoed: 4/12/96

Taxes

Electric power generation facility
taxation
HF637* Qennings)
SF1147 (Novak)
Chapter 444: relating to energy; allowing
for amarketvalue exclusion for electric power
generation facilities based on facility effi
ciency; permitting certain consumptive use
of water; providing for electric supply agree
ments; providing for an analysis of utility
taxation; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapters 216B; and 272.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 4/12/96 (Secs. 1,3); 4/12/96 with
qualifications (Sec. 2)

Budget reserve determination
HF none (Rest)
SF2886* (Merriam)
Chapter 461 : relating to state finance; set
ting the amount of the budget reserve; reduc
ing the property tax recognition shift;
providing for adjustments to appropriations
follOwing forecasts of general fund revenues
and expenditures; appropriating money;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supple
ment, sections 16A.152, subdivision 2; and
121.904, subdivision 4a; repealing 1996
House File No. 2156, article 14, section 4.
Enactment: 4/11/96
Effective: 4/12/96

Technical tax bill
HF2102* (Rest)
SF2304 (Hottinger)
Chapter 471 : relating to the financing and
operation of government in this state; modi
fying certain tax rates, credits, refunds, bases,
and exemptions; modifyingproperty taxvalu
ation and classification; changing tax incre
ment financing, special services district, and
taxing district provisions; authorizing local
taxes; authorizing certain special districts;
providing local levy or other authority; pro
viding for distribution ofproduction tax pro
ceeds; providing for certain tax base sharing;
changing certain aids; providing local perfor
mance aid; modifying revenue recapture;
making tax policy, collection, administrative
and technical changes, corrections, and clari
fications; modifying collection of fees; re-



quiring studies; providing for appointments;
appropriating money; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections lOA31, subdivision
3a; 13.99, subdivision 97a; 103E.611, sub
division 7; 115.26, by adding a subdivision;
115A.919, by adding a subdivision;
115A923, subdivision la; 165.08, subdivi
sion 5; 239.761, subdivision 5; 270.067,
subdivision 2; 270.07, subdivision 1;
270.102, subdivisions 1, 2, and 3;270.70,
subdivision 2; 270A.03, subdivision 2;
273.02, subdivision 3; 273.111, subdivision
3; 273.13, subdivisions 22 and 23; 273.1398,
subdivision 4, and by adding a subdivision;
275.065, subdivision 5a; 275.07, subdivi
sion 4; 275.61; 278.01, by adding a subdivi
sion; 278.08; 279.06, subdivision 1; 279.37;
by adding a subdivision; 281.17; 287.06;
289A.39, subdivision 1; 289A.50, by adding
a subdivision; 289A.56, subdivision 4;
290.01, subdivision 4a; 290.06, subdivisions
2cand22; 290.091, subdivision 2; 290.0922,
subdivisions 1 and 3; 290.095, subdivision
3; 290.17, subdivision 2; 290A.25; 295.50,
subdivision 6; 295.51, subdivision 1, and by
adding a subdivision; 295.52, by adding a
subdivision; 295.54, subdivisions 1, 2, and
by adding a subdivision; 296.01, subdivi
sions 2 and 13; 296.02,subdivision8, and by
adding a subdivision; 296.025, subdivision
6; 296.141, subdivisions 4 and 5; 296.15, by
adding a subdivision; 296.17, subdivision 7;
297.04, subdivision 9; 297A.14, by adding a
subdivision; 297A.15, subdivisions 4, 5, and
6; 297A21, subdivision 4; 297A.211, subdi
visions 1 and 3; 297A24, subdivision 1;
297A.25, subdivisions 14, 28, and 37;
297A.256, subdivision 1; 297A.2572;
297A.2573; 297A.44, subdivision 1;
297A46; 297E.02, subdivisions 4 and 10;
298.01, subdivision 4e; 298.17; 298.28,sub
divisions 2 and 6; 298.296, subdivision 2;
298.75, subdivision 1; 349.15, by adding a
subdivision; 349.154, subdivision 2; 349.19,
subdivision 2, and by adding a subdivision;
375.192, subdivision 2; 383B.51; 428A.Ol,
subdivisions 2 and 3; 428A02, subdivision
1; 444.075,by addingasubdivision; 458A32,
subdivision 4; 469.040, byaddingasubdivi
sion; 469.167, subdivision 2; 469.173, sub
division 7;469.174, subdivision 2; 469.176,
subdivision 4f; 469.1761, subdivision 1;
469.177, subdivision 3; 471.59, by adding a
subdivision; 471.88, subdivision 14; 473.39,
by adding a subdivision; 473.608, by adding
a subdivision; 473.625; 477AOll, subdivi
sions 3, 20, 27,32, and 35; Minnesota Statutes
1995 Supplement, sections 16A152, subdivi
sion 2; 16A67, subdivision 5; 41A09, sub-

-
division 2a; 115B.48, by addingsubdivi
sions; 115B.49, subdivisions 2 and 4;
121.904, subdivision 4a; 124A.03, subdivi
sion 2; 216B.161, subdivision 1; 270A03,
subdivision 7; 273.11, subdivision 16;
273.124, subdivisions 1,3, and 13; 273.13,
subdivision 25; 273.1398, subdivision 1;
273.1399, subdivisions 6 and 7; 275.065,
subdivisions 3 and 6; 275.08, subdivision
Ib; 276.04, subdivision 2; 289A.02, subdi
vision 7; 289A40, subdivision 1; 290.01,
subdivisions 19 and 31; 290.191, subdivi
sions 5 and 6; 290A04, subdivision 2h;
291.005, subdivision 1; 295.50, subdivi
sions 3 and 4; 295.53, subdivisions 1 and 5;
296.02, subdivision 1; 296.025, subdivision
1; 296.12, subdivision 3; 297A.02, subdivi
sion 4; 297A.25, subdivisions 57, 59, and
61; 297A45, subdivisions 2, 3, and 4;
297B.Ol, subdivision 8; 298.227; 298.24,
subdivision 1; 298.28, subdivision 9a;
298.296, subdivision 4; 428A05; 465.82,
subdivision 2; 469.169, subdivisions 9 and
10; 469.174, subdivision 4; 469.175, subdi
visions 1, 5, and 6; 469.176, subdivisions 2
and 7; 471.6965; 473.39, subdivision Ib;
473.448; 477A.0121, subdivision 4;
477A.0132; 477A.03, subdivision 2;
501B.38, subdivision la; Laws 1963, chap
ter 118, sections 1, subdivision 3; 2; 4; and 6;
Laws 1971, chapter 869, section 2, subdivi
sions 2, as amended; 14; and 17, as added;
section 3, subdivisions 5, 6, and 9; section 4,
subdivisions 1,2, and 5, as amended; section
5, subdivisions 1 and 3; section 8; section 10,
subdivision 3b, as added; section 12, subdi
visions 1, as amended; and 2, as amended;
section 17, subdivision 11; section 19; sec
tion 20, subdivision 2; section 21; and sec
tion 24; Laws 1985, chapter 302, section 2,
subdivision 1, as amended; Laws 1989, chap
ter 211, section 4, subdivision 1; Laws 1991,
chapter 291, article 8, section 27; and Laws
1995, chapter 264, article 2, sections 42,
subdivision 1; and 44; and article 5, sections
40, subdivision 1; 44, subdivision 4; and 45,
subdivision 1; proposing coding for new law
in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 103D; 115B;
276; 281; 287; 290A; 297A; 298; 315; 375;
428A; and 477A; proposing coding for new
law as Minnesota Statutes, chapter 276A; re
pealing Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
13.99, subdivision 97; 273.1398, subdivi
sion 5b; 290.06, subdivision 21; 290.092;
295.37; 295.39; 295.40; 295.41; 295.42;
295.43; 295.50, subdivisions 8, 9, 9a, 11,
12, and 12a; 296.25, subdivision la;297A14,
subdivision 3; 297A24, subdivision 2; and
469.150; Laws 1971, chapter 869, section 6,

Summary

subdivision 3; and Laws 1987, chapter 285.
Enactment: 4/12/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Transportation & Transit

Designation of state roads, highways
HF2410 (Hasskamp)
SF1946* (Samuelson)
Chapter 272: relating to highways; desig
nating POW!MIAMemorial Highway, Veter
ans Memorial Highway, and John Riley
Memorial Drive; amending Minnesota Stat
utes 1994, section 161.14, byaddingsubdivi
sions.
Enactment: 2/16/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Drivers's license coding provisions
modified
HF2114* (McElroy)
SF2320 (Knutson)
Chapter 275: relating to drivers' licenses;
changing codes for two types of driver's
license; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 171.02, subdivision 2; 171.04, sub
division 2; 171.05, subdivision 1; 171.06,
subdivision 3; 171.07, subdivisions Ib, 2,
and3a; 171. 165,subdivision5; and 171.321,
subdivision 1; Minnesota Statutes 1995Supple
ment,sections 171.02,subdivision2a; 171.06,
subdivision 2; and 171.30, subdivision 3.
Enactment: 2/21/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Amish Buggy Byway
HF2092 (Davids)
SF1909* (Scheevel)
Chapter 279: relating to highways; desig
nating a portion of marked trunk highway
No. 52 in Fillmore county as the "Amish
Buggy Byway"; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, section 161.14, by adding a subdivi
sion.
Enactment: 2/23/96
Effective: 8/1/96
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Czech Heritage Highway
HF2439 (Tuma)
SF2121 * (Neuville)
Chapter 287: relating to highways; recog
nizing our Czechheritage in ahighwayname;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, section
161.14, by adding a subdivision.
Enactment: 2/27/96
Effective: 8/1/96 .

Motor carrier truck length
HF2188* (Workman)
SF2147 (Murphy)
Chapter 289: relating to motor carriers;
modifying and reorganizing provisions relat
ing to allowable truck lengths and combina
tions; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 168.011, subdivisions 13 and 14;
168.013, subdivision Ie; 169.81, subdivi
sion 2, and by adding a subdivision; and
169.86,subdivision 1; MinnesotaStatutes 1995
Supplement, section 169.81, subdivision 3.
Enactment: 2/28/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Co. Rd. 7 designated POW/MIA
Memorial Highway
HF2068* (Hackbarth)
SFl802 (Hanson)
Chapter 309: relating to highways; desig
nating the POWlMlA Memorial Highway.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 8/1/96

St. Paul charter carrier permits
HF2322* (MarianO
SF2063 (Pappas)
Chapter 321: relating to motor carriers;
authorizing the transportation regulation
board to issue charter carrier permits for
operation within Saint Paul; amending Min
nesota Statutes 1994, section 221.121, by
adding a subdivision.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 3/16/96

Motorcycle safety fund
HF2380* (Tunheim)
SF2270 (Langseth)
Chapter 329: relating to motor vehicles;
specifying percentages of the motorcycle
safety fund that may be spent on administra
tion and motorcycle safety instruction;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1995 Supple
ment, section 126.115, subdivision 3.
Enactment: 3/18/96
Effective: 7/1/96
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Certain collector vehicles license plates
HF2098 (Pellow)
SF1793* (Hanson)
Chapter 345: relating to motor vehicles;
allowing display of single original plate from
1911, 1944, 1945, or 1946; amending Min
nesotaStatutes 1994, section 168.10, subdivi
sion Ig.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Driver's license suspension
HF2012 (Leppik)
SF1797* (Betzold)
Chapter 346: relating to driver's licenses;
providing that certain license suspensions
are not effective until 14 days after notice has
been mailed to the licensee; restricting au
thority to suspend driver's license for petty
misdemeanor traffic violations; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 169.797,
by adding asubdivision; 169.92, subdivision
4; 170.24; 171.09; 171.16, by adding a sub
division; 171.18, subdivision 2; and 171.182,
subdivision 3; Minnesota Statutes 1995Supple
ment, section 171.18, subdivision 1.
Enactment: 3/19/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Driver's license residence address use
restrictions
HF2780 (Carlson, L.)
SF2571 * (Reichgottjunge)
Chapter 356: relating to driver's licenses;
allowing owners of residences to identify
who may use the residence address on a
driver's license; proposing coding for new
law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 171.
Enactment: 3/20/96
Effective: 3/21/96

Motor carriers of property deregulated
HF2587 (Schumacher)
SF2342* (Vickerman)
Chapter 377: relating to motor carriers;
proViding for deregulation of motor carriers
ofproperty; establishinga carrier registration
system; allowing relief from safety regula
tions during declared emergency; creating
exemptions from certainworkplace drugand
alcohol testing; requiring alcohol testing;
changing the definition of warehouse opera
tor; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sec
tions 221.011, subdivision 15, and byadding
a subdivision; 221.031, by adding a subdivi
sion; 221.605, subdivision 1; and 231.01,

subdivision 5; proposing coding for new law
in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 221.
Enactment: 3/27/96
Effective: 3/28/96 (Secs. 1-7,9)

Trunk highway construction project
HF1922* (Pelowski)
SF1708 (Morse)
Chapter 381 : relating to highways; autho
rizing cities to establish a m icipal involve-
ment process for nk highway
construction n projects; pro-
viding f t of task forces for
those proje nd prescribing their powers;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
161.172; 161.173; 161.174; and 161.177.
Vetoed: 3/28/96

Motor carrier driver medical waiver
HF2163* (Cooper)
SF2053 (Vickerman)
Chapter 387: relating to motor carriers;
prescribing conditions for granting medical
waivers to truck drivers; exempting from
federal hours of service regulation drivers
transporting agricultural items during har
vesting season; allowing electronic filing of
financial responsibility forms; allowing pro
tective agent to escort overweight vehicles;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
221.0314, by adding subdivisions; 221.033,
subdivision 2a; 221.141, by adding a subdi
vision; and 326.338, subdivision 4; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, section
221.0314, subdivision 3.
Enactment: 3/27/96
Effective: 8/1/96; 3/28/96 (Sec. 3)

Trunk Highway 22 designated
Victory Drive
HF2313 (Kalis)
SF2012* (Beckman)
Chapter 426: relating to highways; desig
nating a portion of marked trunk highway
No. 22 as Victory Drive; designating a por
tion of marked trunk highway No. 15 as
Veterans Memorial Highway; providing for
reimbursement of costs; amending Minne
sota Statutes 1994, section 161.14, by adding
subdivisions.
Enactment: 4/2/96
Effective: 4/3/96



Motor vehicle registration provisions
modified
HF2402* (OsthofD
SF2209 (Hanson)
Chapter 435: relating to motor vehicles;
abolishingvehicle registration taxexemption
for representatives of foreign powers; allow
ing special license plates for certain persons
to be issued to owner of certain trucks;
removing restriction on time to apply for
disability plates; changing fee and certain
administrative procedures relating to the reg
istration program for fleet vehicles; abolish
ing requirements to keep records of motor
vehicles not using the highways and to pre
pare certain unnecessary reports; defining
motorizedbicycles to include electric-assisted
bicycles; providing for operation of electric
assisted bicycles; making various technical
changes; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994,
sections 65B.001, subdivision 5; 65B.43,
subdivision 13; 168.0ll, subdivision 27;
168.021, subdivision 1; 168.12, subdivi
sions 2a and 2b; 168.127; 168.325, subdivi
sion 1; 168.33, subdivision 6; 168.34; 169.01,
subdivision 4a, and by adding a subdivision;
169.223, subdivisions 1 and 5; and 171.01,
subdivision 20; Minnesota Statutes 1995
Supplement, sections 168.012, subdivision 1;
and 168.10, subdivision li; repealing Minne
sota Statutes 1994, section 168.33, subdivi
sions 4 and 5.
Enactment: 4/3/96
Effective: 8/1/96

Highway service sign provisions
HF2152* (Lieder)
SF1947 (Ourada)
Chapter 456: relating to transportation; al
lowing highway service signs for gasoline
service stations and other retail motor fuel
businesses; eliminating limitation on fund
ing advances for completingcounty state-aid
highways in cities; prohibiting motor vehicle
from closely followingauthorized emergency
vehicle responding to emergency; authoriz
ing use of alternative warning lights at traffic
accidents; allOwing limited exemption from
federal hours-of-service regulation for trans
porting agricultural products; providing for
turnbacks to local governments oflegislative
routes Nos. 232, 261, 300, 326, and 385;
making technical and conforming changes;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections
160.292, subdivisions 1,2,3,4,5, 10, and

-
by adding subdivisions; 160.293, subdivi
sions 1,2,3, and 4; 160.294, subdivisions 1,
2, and by adding a subdivision; 160.295,
subdivision 2; 160.296, subdivision 1;
160.297; 162.08, subdivision 5; 169.18,
subdivision 8; 169.59, subdivision 4;
221.0314, by adding a subdivision; and
221.033, subdivision 2a.
Enactment: 4111/96
Effective: Various dates, see bill

Ways & Means

Obsolete laws repealed
HF2377* (Delmont)
SF2092 (Wiener)
Chapter 31 0: relating to state government;
repealing obsolete laws; repealing Minnesota
Statutes 1994, sections 1.17; 1.25; 1.331;
3.85, subdivision 7; 4.02; 4.45; 6.26; 10.05;
10.38; 15.07; 15.09; 15.14; 15.15; 15.793;
15A083, subdivisions 2 and 3; 15A.15;
17.14, subdivision 2; 17.351, subdivision 2;
17.47, subdivision 5; 17.53, subdivisions 4
and ll; 17.693, subdivisions 3 and 7; 17.81,
subdivision 6; 17.981; 17A03, subdivision
4; 18.46, subdivision 14; 18.58; 18.77, sub
division 2; 18B.0l, subdivision 16; 18B.065,
subdivision 6; 18B.08, subdivision 5;
18C.105; 18C.531, subdivisions 6, ll, 19,
20, and 27; 19.50, subdivision 16; 19.64,
subdivision 5; 21.72, subdivision 2; 21.81,
subdivision 18; 24.135, subdivisions 6 and
7; 24.165; 25.33, subdivision 2; 25.44; 25.46;
27.01, subdivisions 1, 3, 6, and 9; 27.137,
subdivisions 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8; 27.15; 29.21,
subdivision 2; 30.01, subdivision 2; 31.51,
subdivisions 10 and 12; 31.782, subdivision
2; 31.92, subdivision 1a; 31A02, subdivi
sion 3; 31A30; 32.01, subdivisions 3 and 4;
32.077; 32.101; 32.201; 32.205; 32.207;
32.398, subdivision 2; 32.401, subdivision
4; 32.4ll, subdivision 6; 32.471, subdivi
sion 2; 32.485; 32.531, subdivisions 2, 3,
and 4; 35.01; 35.73; 42.02, subdivision 2;
42.06, subdivision 4; 42.09, subdivision 3;
43A.082; 43A.27, subdivision 6; 43A.317,
subdivision ll; 43A47; 47.202; 62D.12,
subdivision 12; 84.024; 84.083, subdivision
2; 87.01; 89.013; 89.014; 90.005, subdivi
sions 1, 4,and 5; ll5A06, subdivision 4;
ll5A08; ll5A09; ll5Al4, subdivisions
1, 2, and 3; ll5A.201; ll5A21; ll5A22;

Summary

ll5A241; ll5A25; 115A26; ll5A27;
ll5A.28, subdivision 1; ll5A29; ll5A291;
ll5A97,subdivision4; ll6].974; ll6].981;
ll6].986; ll8.02; ll8.08; ll9.04, subdivi
sion4; 124B.02; 124B.10; 124B.20,subdivi
sions 2 and 3; 136A179; 137.03; 137.05;
137.06; 137.07; 137.08; 137.ll; 137.14;
137.15; 137.33; 137.34, subdivision 2;
141.33; 141.34; 148B.34; 152.151; 161.041;
161.086; 166.01; 166.02; 166.03; 166.05;
166.06; 166.07; 166.08; 166.09; 166.10;
169.72, subdivision 3; 175.001, subdivision
5; 175.002; 175.003; 175.004; 175.005;
175.006, subdivision 4; 175.34; 176.lOll;
177.34; 186.01; 186.02; 186.03; 186.04;
186.05; 186.06; 186.07; 186.08; 190.10;
191.09; 193.145, subdivision 1; 196.06,
subdivision 2; 196.10; 196.ll; 196.14;
196.15; 197.971; 197.972; 197.973;
197.974; 197.975; 197.976; 197.977;
197.978; 197.979; 197.98; 197.981;
197.982; 197.983; 197.984; 197.985;
197.986; 198.002, subdivision 4; 202A.17;
216C.19, subdivisions 10, ll, and 12;
216C.21; 216C.22; 216C.23; 216C.24;
246.44; 246.45; 246.46; 251.0ll, subdivi
sions 1, 4, 4a, 7, and 8; 254.02; 256B.56;
256B.57; 256B.58; 256B.59; 256B.60;
256B.61; 256B.62; 256B.63; 256E.07, sub
division 1a; 256E.08, subdivision 9; 261.251;
275.064; 280.12; 280.13; 280.25; 280.26;
281.15; 281.26; 281.27; 295.01; 298.226;
298.244; 299D.01, subdivision 5; 299F.01,
subdivision 3; 345.20, subdivision 6;
352B.265; 353.011; 367.411; 367.43;
373.013; 373.045; 374.03; 374.04; 374.06;
374.07; 374.22; 374.23; 375.24; 375.383;
375.435; 377.01; 377.03; 377.05; 383A07,
subdivisions ll, 21, 22, and 25; 383A09;
383A.10; 383A.15; 383A34; 383A.44;
383B.227; 383B.233; 383B.69; 383C.054;
383C.057; 383C.058; 383D.15; 383D.34;
383D.67; 386.375, subdivision 6; 388.19,
subdivision 2; 390.26; 397.05; 397.06;
397.07; 397.08; 397.09; 397.10; 397.101;
397.102; 412.015, subdivision 1; 412.018,
subdivision 2; 412.023, subdivision 4;
412.092; 441.01; 441.02; 441.03; 441.04;
441.05; 441.06; 441.07; 441.08; 441.09;
446A10; 457.13; 458.1931; 458D.13;
465.681; 466.10; 466.12, subdivision 4;
471.74, subdivisions 1 and 3; 471.9975;
471.998; 471A07; 473.204; 473.418;
473.608, subdivision 20; 473.855; 474.22;
475.75; 477A011, subdivision 2; 477A012,
subdivisions 1, 3,4, 7, and 8; 477A013,
subdivision 6; 477A014, subdivision 1a;
487.12; 515B.1-ll0; 515B.1-1ll; 557.022;
6llA07, subdivision 2; 6llA23; 6llA42;
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Summary

611A.44; 626.559, subdivision 4; 626.563,
as amended; 626.855; and 641.111; Minne
sota Statutes 1995 Supplement, sections
17A.091, subdivision 2; 115A.14, subdivi
sion 4; 124B.01; 124B.03; 124B.20, subdivi
sion 1; 135A.10, subdivision 1; 136A.043;
471.74, subdivision 2; 474.191; and
477A.012, subdivision 2.
Enactment: 3/15/96
Effective: 8/1/96

State departments claims payment
HF3217* (Olson, E.)
SF2835 (Kelly)
Chapter 360: relating to claims against the
state; providing for payment ofvarious claims;
appropriating money; amending Minnesota
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Statutes 1994, section 3.739, subdivisions 2
and 2a.
Enactment: 3/21/96
Effective: 3/22/96

Multi-member school board election
districts authorized
HF2298* (Marko)
SF2529 (Beckman)
Chapter 394: relating to government effi
ciency; extending the effective period of cer
tain exemptions granted by the board of
government innovation and cooperation;
authorizing multimember school board elec
tion districts; amending Minnesota Statutes
1994, sections 122.23, subdivisions 2 and

18; 205A.12, subdivisions 2 and 5; and
465.797, by adding a subdivision.
Enactment: 3/28/96
Effective: 3/29/96
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1
(Resolution 4) . 14* 2305 IlED 37 79
266 2281 1846* RIE 102
267 2079* 1912 LGMA 100
268 2308* 1962 GO 90
269 2110 1862* HH 40 92
270 2150* 1823 ITCA 80
271 2239* 1843 LGMA 100
272 2410 1946* n 58 103
273 1926* 1719 HH 95
274 2634* 2324 LGMA 100
275 2114* 2320 n 103
276 2652* 2223 LGMA 100
277 2122 1798* JU 96
278 2344 1815* FII 47 87
279 2092 1909* n 58 103
280 2374 1984* EN 84
281 2836 2514* JU 96
282 2355* 1964 LGMA 100
283 2758 2698* GO 90
284 2077 2019* ED 25 83
285 1749 1622* FII 47 87
286 2039 1812* HO 43 95
287 2439 2121* n 58 104
288 2316 1936* GO 34 90
289 2188* 2147 n l04
290 2454 2111 * AG 9 79
291 3016 2813* ITCA 80
292 2280 2584* GLVAE 89
293 3125 2802* ENF 55 86
294 2902 2596* ENF 35 86
295 2365* 2384 EN 84
296 2952 2020* HH 92
297 2680 2166* ECDIRF 82
298 2129 1925* HO 43 95
299 2032 1800* GLVAE 89
300 2336 2009* RIE , 102
301 2411* 2556 EN 19 84
302 2889* 2581 LGMA 50 100
303 2670* 2189 LGMA 100
304 2044* 2516 FII 47 87
305 2938* 2598 JU 96
306 2401 * 2001 LGMA 100
307 2483* 2476 JU 97
308 2391* 2010 ITCA 80
309 2068* 1802 n 59 104
310 2377* 2092 WM 50 105
311 2154* 1845 HO 43 95
312 2639 2317* HH 92

313 3162* 2821 LGMA 100
314 1998* 1735 ITCA 80
315 3146 2760* AG 9 79
316 2951 1879* HH 92
317 2420* 2258 LGMA 100
318 2558* 2335 HH 39 92
319 2846* 2535 ENF 86
320 2285* 2204 LGMA 100
321 2322* 2063 n 59 104
322 2509* 2098 JU 42 97
323 2788* 2591 ITCA 80
324 2310* 1955 HH 92
325 1303* 1299 GO 64 90
326 3078 2624* FII 48 87
327 1540* 2461 GO 65 90
328 2040* 1811 HO 42 95
329 2380* 2270 n 57 104
330 2116* 2071 AG 79
331 2526* 2170 RIE 19 102
332 2858* 2564 GO 38 90
333 2930 2054* JU 52 97
334 2633 2332* HH 19 92
335 2008* 1791 HH 39 92
336 732* 950 ITCA 12 80
337 168* 191 FII 48 87
338 2155* 1838 JU 97
339 : 2222* 2097 HH 93
340 2055* 2262 RIE 14 102
341 2682* 2438 LMR 27 99
342 2953* 1871 GO 63 90
343 2525* 2201 ITCA 81
344 2229 2319* GO 37 90
345 2098 1793* n 56 104
346 2012 1797* n 49 104
347 2115* 2301 AG 80
348 2149* 1847 EN 84
349 2513* 2576 ITED 96
350 2845 2418* GO 63 90
351 2065 2499* EN 31 84
352 2630* 2312 HH 93
353 2783* 2532 GO 91
354 2205* 2040 GCA 14 81
355 3070* 2793 LGMA 22 100
356 2780 2571* n 49 104
357 2672* 2135 HO 43 95
358 2532* 2108 LGMA 101
359 3013* 2306 EN 85
360 3217* 2835 WM 38 106

AG Agriculture
CI Copitollnvestment
UCA Commerce, Tourism &Consumer Affoirs
ECOIRF Economic Development, Infrostructure &Regulotion Finonce
ED Educotion
EN Environment &Noturol Resources
ENF Environment &Noturol Resources Finonce
FII Finonciollnstitutions &Insurollce
GlVAE Generollegislotion, Veterons Affoirs &Elections

Key: House committee abbreviations

GO Govemmentol Operotions
HH Heolth &Humon Services
HO Housing
ITED Intemotionol Trode &Economic Development
JU Judiciory
lMR lobor-Monogement Relotions
lGMA locol Govemment &Metropoliton Affoirs
RIE Reguloted Industries &Energy
TA Toxes

IT Tronsportotion &Tronsit
WM Woys &Meons

HF House File
SF Senote File
CH Chopter
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361 1704* 1492 CTCA 81
362 2415* 2594 HO 95
363 2340* 2158 HH 40 93
364 1964 1775* EN 35 85
365 2778* 2672 JU 97
366 2565* 2636 ED 83
367 2242 2196* HO 43 95
368 2549 2267* 6lVAE 62 89
369 ;.2256* 2056 ITED 96
370 2588* 2120 FII 31 87
371 3271 2874* LMR 38 100
372 2264 1905* EN B5
373 2720 2260* 60 42 91
374 2867 2552* LMR 26 99
375 1106 1086* 6lVAE 62 89
376 2625* 2214 l6MA 101
377 2587 2342* IT 57 104
378 2321 * 2339 l6MA 51 101
379 2330* 2107 l6MA 64 101
380 2842 2275* JU 18 ; 97
381 1922* 1708 IT 66 104
382 2735 2471 * LMR 99
383 2556 2194* l6MA 65 101
384 2236 1981* , CTCA 27 81
385 2379 2503* EN 30 85
386 2841* 2397 LMR 99
387 2163* 2053 IT 57 104
388 2385* 2084 JU 49 97
389 697* 1647 FII 48 87
390 3214 2857* 60 35, 67 91
391 2357 1996* JU 33 97
392 2127* 1882 HH 46 93
393 2818* 2308 HH 64 93
394 2298* 2529 WM 106
395 3239 2849* ED 40,67 83
396 2834* 2563 EN 13 85
397 2519* 2172 CTCA 81
398 2206* 2143 ED 41 83
399 1567* 1441 ; FII 87
400 2782 2597 l6MA 64 101
401 2478* 2372 CTCA 14 81
402 2375* 2073 l6MA 101
403 2580* 2409 EN 85
404 2752* 2472 CTCA 12 81
405 2171 * 2252 EN 85
406 2284* 1948 JU 34 97
407 3231 2167* ENF 28,67 87
408 3242 2856* JU 15 98
409 2125* 1890 EN 85
410 2799 2445* EN 34 85
411 2041 1872* JU 18 98
412 2156* 1884 ED 23,66 83
413 2413* 1986 :.l6MA l0l
414 2369* 2037 FII 9, 69 88
415 2059* 1982 6lVAE 50 89
416 2158 1885* HH 33 93
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417 2319 1919* LMR 99
418 2590 2116* CTCA 12 81
419 3123 2720* 6lVAE 26 89
420 2193 1902* 60 37 91
421 2368 2123* HH 33 94
422 2425 2255* 6lVAE 50 89
423 66* 891 HH 61 94
424 1157 842* HH 39 95
425 2213 2457* ED 84
426 2313 2012* IT 58 104
427 2112* 1987 EN 31 85
428 2207* 2013 EN 31 86
429 532* 530 6lVAE 59 89
430 379 317* l6MA 101
431 2042* 2015 JU 53 98
432 2101* 2283 6lVAE 62 89
433 3052* 2780 HI 47 88
434 2190* 2106 HH 64 94
435 2402* 2209 IT 56 105
436 401 302* LMR 63 99
437 2194 1956* EN 86
438 2417* 2048 60 51 91
439 2233 1915* CTCA 82
440 2618 2410* JU 49 98
441 289 315* 6lVAE 62 89
442 2779 2340* JU 23 98
443 2332* 1900 EN 86
444 637* 1147 TA 27 102
445 2615 2381* RIE 102
446 2378 1980* FII 46 88
447 2562 1997* ITED 61 96
448 2493* 2126 60 91
449 2282* 2114 EN 30 86
450 2419* 2238 RIE 32 ;102
451 1584* 1703 HH 43 94
452 3243* 2852 ECDIRF : 20, 67 82
453 2204* 2014 JU 18 99
454 1800* 1655 l6MA 22 101
455 3137 2702* ECDIRF 55, 67 82
456 2152* 1947 IT 58 105
457 2218* 2219 60 38 91
458 2453 2198* JU 65 99
459 667 840* 6lVAE .' 26 90
460 2484 2175* 60 52 92
461 none 2886* TA ll 102
462 787* 1116 EN 29 86
463 3273* 2879 CI 10, 66 80
464 3012* 2365 l6MA 36 101
465 219* 221 FII 45, 48 88
466 374* 1642 RIE 63 102
467 2318* 2218 60 34 92
468 1648* 1500 JU 49 99
469 343* 153 6lVAE 25 90
470 2259 1861* EN 30 86
471 2102* 2304 TA : 53 102
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none 2886* 461 TA 11 102
14* 2305 (Resolution 4) ITED 37 79
66* 891 423 HH 61 94
168* 191 337 FII 48 87
219* 221 465 FII 45,48 88
289 315* 441 GlVAE 62 89
343* 153 469 GlVAE 25 90
374* 1642 466 RIE 63 102
379 317* 430 lGMA 101
401 302* 436 LMR 63 99
532* 530 429 GlVAE 59 89
637* 1147 444 TA 27 102
667 840* 459 GlVAE 26 90
697* 1647 389 FII 48 87
732* 950 336 aCA , 12 80
787* 1116 462 EN 29 86
1106 1086* 375 GlVAE 62 89
1157 842* 424 HH 39 95
1303* 1299 325 GO 64 90
1540* 2461 327 GO 65 90
1567* 1441 399 FlI 87
1584* 1703 451 HH 43 94
1648* 1500 468 JU 49 99
1104* 1492 361 (TCA 81
1149 1622* 285 FII 47 87
1800* 1655 454 lGMA 22 101
1922* 1708 381 IT 66 104
1926* 1719 273 HH 95
1964 1775* 364 EN 35 85
1998* 1735 314 aCA 80
2008* 1791 335 HH 39 92
2012 1797* 346 IT 49 104
2032 1800* 299 GlVAE 89
2039 1812* 286 HO 43 95
2040* 1811 328 HO 42 95
2041 1872* 411 JU 18 98
2042* 2015 431 JU 53 98
2044* 2516 304 FII 47 87

" 2055* 2262 340 RIE 14 102
2059* 1982 415 GlVAE 50 89
2065 2499* 351 EN 31 84
2068* 1802 309 IT 59 104
2077 2019* 284 ED 25 83
2079* 1912 267 ; lGMA 100
2092 1909* 279 IT 58 103
2098 1793* 345 IT 56 104
2101* 2283 432 GlVAE 62 89
2102* 2304 471 TA 53 102

2110 1862* 269 HH 40 92
2112* 1987 427 EN 31 85
2114* 2320 275 IT 103
2115* 2301 347 AG 80
2116* 2071 330 AG 79
2122 1798* 277 JU 96
2125* 1890 409 EN 85
2127* 1882 392 HH 46 93
2129 1925* 298 HO 43 95
2149* 1847 348 EN 84
2150* 1823 270 (TCA 80
2152* 1947 456 IT 58 105
2154* 1845 311 HO 43 95
2155* 1838 338 JU 97
2156* 1884 412 ED 23, 66 83
2158 1885* 416 HH 33 93
2163* 2053 387 IT 57 104
2111* : 2252 405 EN 85
2188* 2147 289 IT 104
2190* 2106 434 HH 64 94
2193 1902* 420 GO 37 91
2194 1956* 437 EN 86
2204* 2014 453 JU 18 99
2205* 2040 354 UCA 14 81
2206* 2143 398 ED 41 83
2207* 2013 428 EN 31 86
2213 2457* 425 ED 84
2218* 2219 457 GO 38 91
2222* 2097 339 HH 93
2229 2319* ; 344 GO 37 90
2233 1915* 439 "aCA : 82
2236 1981* 384 aCA 27 81
2239* 1843 271 lGMA 100
2242 2196* 367 HO 43 95
2256* 2056 369 ITED 96
2259 1861* 470 EN 30 86
2264 1905* 372 EN 85
2280 2584* 292 GlVAE 89
2281 1846* 266 RIE 102
2282* 2114 449 EN 30 86
2284* 1948 406 JU 34 97
2285* 2204 320 lGMA 100
2298* 2529 394 WM 106
2308* 1962 268 GO 90
2310* 1955 324 HH 92
2313 2012* 426 IT 58 104
2316 1936* 288 GO 34 90
2318* 2218 467 GO 34 92

AG Agrtculture
CI Capitol Investment
au Commerce, Tourtsm &Consumer Affoirs
ECDIRF Economic Development, Inhoslructure &Regulotion Finonce
ED Education
EN Enviranment &Noturol Resources
ENF Environment &Noturol Resources Finonce
FII Financiollnstitutions &Insuronce
GlVAE Generollegislation, Veterons Affoirs &Elections

Key: House committee abbreviations

GO Governmental Operations
HH Heolth &Humon Services
HO Housing
ITED Internotionol Trode &Economic Development
JU JudicioI'{
LMR lobor·Manogement Relations
lGMA local Government &Metropolitan Affairs
RIE Reguloted Industries &Energy
TA Toxes

IT Tronsportation &Tronsit
WM Woys &Meons

HF House File
SF Senote File
CH Chopter
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2319 1919* 417 LMR 99
2321* 2339 378 lGMA 51 101
2322* 2063 321 IT 59 104
2330* 2107 379 lGMA 64 101
23.32* 1900 443 EN 86
2336 2009* 300 RIE 102
2340* 2158 363 HH 40 93
2344 1815* 278 FII 47 87
2355* 1964 282 lGMA 100
2357 1996* 391 JU 33 97
2365* 2384 295 EN 84
2368 2123* 421 HH 33 94
2369* 2037 414 FII 9, 69 88
2374 1984* 280 EN 84
2375* 2073 402 lGMA 101
2377* 2092 310 WM 50 105
2378 1980* 446 FII 46 88
2379 2503* 385 EN 30 85
2380* 2270 329 IT 57 104
2385* 2084 388 JU 49 97
2391* 2010 308 eTCA 80
2401* 2001 306 lGMA 100
2402* 2209 435 IT 56 105
2410 1946* 272 IT 58 103
2411* 2556 301 EN 19 84
2413* 1986 413 lGMA 101
2415* 2594 362 HO 95
2417* 2048 438 GO 51 91
2419* 2238 450 RIE 32 102
2420* 2258 317 lGMA 100
2425 2255* 422 GlVAE 50 89
2439 2121* 287 IT 58 104
2453 2198* 458 JU 65 99
2454 2111* 290 AG 9 79
2478* 2372 401 eTCA 14 81
2483* 2476 307 JU 97
2484 2175* 460 GO 52 92
2493* 2126 448 GO 91
2509* 2098 322 JU 42 97
2513* 2576 349 ITED 96
2519* 2172 397 eTCA 81
2525* 2201 343 eTCA 81
2526* 2170 331 RIE 19 102
2532* 2108 358 lGMA 101
2549 2267* 368 GlVAE 62 89
2556 2194* 383 lGMA 65 101
2558* 2335 318 HH 39 92
2562 1997* 447 ITED 61 96
2565* 2636 366 ED 83
2580* 2409 403 EN 85
2587 2342* 377 IT 57 104
2588* 2120 370 FII 31 87
2590 2116* 418 eTCA 12 81
2615 2381* 445 RIE 102
2618 2410* 440 JU 49 98
2625* 2214 376 lGMA 101
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2630* 2312 352 HH 93
2633 2332* 334 HH 19 92
2634* 2324 274 lGMA 100
2639 2317* 312 HH 92
2652* 2223 276 lGMA 100
2670* 2189 303 ; lGMA 100
2672* 2135 357 HO 43 95
2680 2166* 297 ECDIRF 82
2682* 2438 341 LMR 27 99
2720 2260* 373 GO 42 91
2735 2471* 382 LMR 99
2752* 2472 404 eTCA 12 81
2758 2698* 283 GO 90
2778* 2672 365 JU 97
2779 2340* 442 JU 23 98
2780 2571* 356 IT 49 104
2782 2597 400 lGMA 64 101
2783* 2532 353 GO 91
2788* 2591 323 eTCA 80
2799 2445* 410 EN 34 85
2818* 2308 393 HH 64 93
2834* 2563 396 EN 13 85
2836 2514* 281 JU 96
2841* 2397 386 LMR 99
2842 2275* 380 JU 18 97
2845 2418* 350 GO 63 90
2846* 2535 319 ENF 86
2858* 2564 332 GO 38 90
2867 2552* 374 LMR 26 99
2889* 2581 302 lGMA 50 100
2902 2596* 294 ENF 35 86
2930 2054* 333 JU 52 97
2938* 2598 305 JU 96
2951 1879* 316 HH 92
2952 2020* 296 HH 92
2953* 1871 342 GO 63 90
3012* 2365 464 lGMA 36 101
3013* 2306 359 EN 85
3016 2813* 291 eTCA 80
3052* 2780 433 FII 47 88
3070* 2793 355 lGMA 22 ; 100
3078 2624* 326 FII 48 87
3123 2720* 419 GlVAE 26 89
3125 2802* 293 ENF 55 86
3137 2702* 455 ECDIRF 55, 67 82
3146 2760* 315 AG 9 79
3162* 2821 313 lGMA 100
3214 2857* 390 GO 35,67 91
3217* 2835 360 WM 38 106
3231 2167* 407 ENF 28,67 87
3239 2849* 395 ED 40, 67 83
3242 2856* 408 JU 15 98
3243* 2852 452 ECDIRF 20, 67 82
3271 2874* 371 LMR 38 100
3273* 2879 463 CI 10,66 80
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153 343* 469 GlVAE 25 90
191 168* 337 FII 48 87
221 219* 465 FII 45, 48 88
302* 401 436 LMR 63 99
315* 289 441 GlVAE 62 89
317* 379 430 lGMA 101
530 532* 429 GlVAE 59 : 89
840* 667 459 GlVAE 26 90
842* 1157 424 HH 39 95
891 66* 423 HH 61 94
950 732* 336 CTCA 12 80
1086* 1106 375 GlVAE 62 89
1116 787* 462 EN 29 86
1147 637* 444 TA 27 102
1299 1303* 325 GO 64 90
1441 1567* 399 FII 87
1492 1704* 361 UCA 81
1500 1648* 468 JU 49 99
1622* 1749 285 FII 47 87
1642 374* 466 RIE 63 102
1647 697* 389 F11 48 87
1655 1800* 454 lGMA 22 101
1703 1584* 451 HH 43 94
1708 1922* 381 IT 66 104
1719 1926* 273 HH 95
1735 1998* 314 UCA 80
1775* 1964 364 EN 35 85
1791 2008* 335 HH 39 92
1793* 2098 345 IT 56 104
1797* 2012 346 IT 49 104
1798* 2122 277 JU 96
1800* 2032 299 GlVAE 89
1802 2068* 309 IT 59 104
1811 2040* 328 HO 42 95
1812* 2039 286 HO 43 95
1815* 2344 278 FII 47 87
1823 2150* 270 UCA 80
1838 2155* 338 JU 97
1843 2239* 271 lGMA 100
1845 2154* 311 HO 43 95
1846* 2281 266 RIE 102
1847 2149* 348 EN 84
1861* 2259 470 EN 30 86
1862* 2110 269 HH 40 92
1871 2953* 342 GO 63 90
1872* 2041 411 : JU 18 98
1879* 2951 316 HH 92
1882 2127* 392 HH 46 93

1884 2156* 412 ED 23, 66 83
1885* 2158 416 HH 33 93
1890 2125* 409 EN 85
1900 2332* 443 EN 86
1902* 2193 420 GO 37 91
1905* 2264 372 EN 85
1909* 2092 279 IT 58 103
1912 2079* 267 lGMA 100
1915* 2233 439 UCA 82
1919* 2319 417 LMR 99
1925* 2129 298 HO 43 95
1936* 2316 288 GO 34 90
1946* 2410 272 IT 58 103
1947 2152* 456 IT 58 105
1948 2284* 406 JU 34 97
1955 2310* 324 HH 92
1956* 2194 437 EN 86
1962 2308* 268 GO 90
1964 2355* 282 lGMA 100
1980* 2378 446 FII 46 88
1981* 2236 384 CTCA 27 81
1982 2059* 415 GlVAE 50 89
1984* 2374 280 EN 84
1986 2413* 413 lGMA 101
1987 2112* 427 EN 31 85
1996* 2357 391 JU 33 97
1997* 2562 447 ITED 61 96
2001 2401 * 306 lGMA 100
2009* 2336 300 RIE 102
2010 2391* 308 UCA 80
2012* 2313 426 IT 58 104
2013 2207* 428 EN 31 86
2014 : 2204* 453 JU 18 99
2015 2042* 431 JU 53 98
2019* 2077 284 ED 25 83
2020* 2952 296 HH : 92
2037 2369* 414 FII 9,69 88
2040 2205* 354 CTCA 14 81
2048 2417* 438 GO 51 91
2053 2163* 387 IT 57 104
2054* 2930 333 JU 52 97
2056 2256* 369 ITED , 96
2063 2322* 321 IT 59 104
2071 2116* 330 AG 79
2073 2375* 402 lGMA 101
2084 2385* 388 JU 49 97
2092 2377* 310 WM 50 105
2097 2222* 339 HH 93

AG Agriculture
CI Capitol Investment
GCA Commerce, TOUrism &Consumer Affairs
ECOiRF Economic Development, Infrastructure &Regulotion Finonce
ED Educotion
EN Enviranment &Notural Resources
ENF Enviranment &Noturai Resources Finonce
FII Finonciollnstitutions &Insurance
GlVAE Generallegislotion, Veterans Affoirs &Elections

Key: House committee abbreviations

GO Govemmentol Operations
HH Heolth &Humon SelVices
HO Housing
!TED Internotionol Trade &Economic Development
JU JudicioI'{
lMR lobor·Monogement Relations
lGMA locol Government &Metropolitan Affairs
RIE Reguio1ed Industries &Energy
TA Taxes

TT Transportation &Transit
WM Ways &Means

HF House File
SF Senate File
CH Chapter

L .1.11._



Senate File Index -
SF# HF#

Highlights
CH# Committee Page

Summary
Page SF# HF#

Highlights
CH# Committee Page

Summary
Page .

2098 2509* 322 JU 42 97
2106 2190* 434 HH 64 94
2107 2330* 379 lGMA 64 101
2108 2532* 358 lGMA 101
2111* 2454 290 AG 9 79
2114 2282* 449 EN 30 86
2116* 2590 418 UCA 12 81
2120 2588* 370 FII •.........•...••..... 31 87
2121* 2439 287 IT 58 104
2123* 2368 421 HH 33 94
2126 2493* 448 GO 91
2135 2672* 357 HO .....•••..........••. 43 95
2143 2206* 398 ED 41 83
2147 2188* 289 IT 104
2158 2340* 363 HH 40 93
2166* 2680 297 ECDIRF ..............•.............••••........•..•......... 82
2167* 3231 407 ENF ......••..•........ 28,67 87
2170 2526* 331 RIE .........•...•...... 19 102
2172 2519* 397 UCA ...............•........................................ 81
2175* 2484 460 GO ••.............•..... 52 92
2189 2670* 303 lGMA .....•............................................... 100
2194* 2556 383 lGMA 65 101
2196* 2242 367 HO ..•.•............•... 43 95
2198* 2453 458 JU ....•.•...........•.. 65 99
2201 2525* 343 UCA 81
2204 2285* 320 lGMA 100
2209 2402* 435 IT 56 105
2214 2625* 376 lGMA 101
2218 2318* 467 GO .........•........... 34 92
2219 2218* 457 GO •..........•......... 38 91
2223 2652* 276 lGMA ..•.................................................. 100
2238 2419* 450 RIE ..........•......... 32 102
2252 2171* 405 EN ..............•...........•..........•••................... 85
2255* 2425 422 GlVAE 50 89
2258 2420* 317 lGMA 100
2260* 2720 373 GO ................•.... 42 91
2262 2055* 340 RIE ••••...........••... 14 102
2267* 2549 368 GlVAE 62 89
2270 2380* 329 IT 57 104
2275* 2842 380 JU ...••••.......•...•.. 18 97
2283 2101* 432 GlVAE 62 89
2301 2115* 347 AG 80
2304 2102* 471 TA 53 102
2305 14* (Resolution 4) .. ITED 37 79
2306 3013* 359 EN ........•...........•••........••.........••...•........••. 85
2308 2818* 393 HH 64 93
2312 2630* 352 HH ........••..........•••........••.......................••• 93
2317* 2639 312 HH 92
2319* 2229 344 GO ...•................. 37 90
2320 2114* 275 IT 103
2324 2634* 274 lGMA 100
2332* 2633 334 HH 19 92
2335 2558* 318 HH 39 92
2339 2321* 378 lGMA 51 101
2340* 2779 442 JU ..•.................• 23 98
2342* 2587 377 IT 57 104
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2365 3012* 464 lGMA 36 101
2372 2478* 401 UCA 14 81
2381* 2615 445 RIE 102
2384 2365* 295 EN 84
2397 2841* 386 LMR 99
2409 2580* 403 EN 85
2410* 2618 440 JU 49 98
2418* 2845 350 GO 63 90
2438 2682* :341 LMR 27 99
2445* 2799 410 EN 34 85

·2457* 2213 425 ED 84
2461 1540* 327 GO 65 90
2471 * 2735 382 LMR 99
2472 2752* 404 UCA 12 81
2476 2483* 307 JU 97
2499* 2065 351 EN 31 84
2503* 2379 385 EN 30 85
2514* 2836 281 JU 96
2516 2044* 304 FII 47 87
2529 2298* 394 WM 106
2532 2783* 353 GO 91
2535 2846* 319 ENF 86
2552* 2867 374 LMR 26 99
2556 2411* 301 EN 19 84
2563 2834* 396 EN 13 85
2564 2858* 332 GO 38 90
2571* 2780 356 IT 49 104
2576 2513* 349 ITED 96
2581 2889* 302 lGMA 50 100
2584* 2280 292 GlVAE 89
2591 2788* 323 UCA 80
2594 2415* 362 HO 95
2596* 2902 294 ENF 35 86
2597 2782 400 lGMA 64 101
2598 2938* 305 JU 96
2624* 3078 326 FII 48 87
2636 2565* 366 ED 83
2672 2778* 365 JU 97
2698* 2758 283 GO 90
2702* 3137 455 ECDIRF 55,67 82
2720* 3123 419 GlVAE 26 89
2760* 3146 315 AG 9 79
2780 3052* 433 FII 47 88
2793 3070* 355 lGMA 22 100
2802* 3125 293 ENF •••...•.........•.. 55 86
2813* 3016 291 UCA 80
2821 3162* 313 lGMA 100
2835 3217* 360 WM 38 106
2849* 3239 395 ED 40,67 83
2852 3243* 452 ECDIRF 20,67 82
2856* 3242 408 JU 15 98
2857* 3214 390 GO 35,67 91
2874* 3271 371 LMR 38 100
2879 3273* 463 (I 10, 66 80
2886* none 461 TA 11 102
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none ITED Urging United Notions to admit Taiwan 14* 2305 37 79
1996 state primary election, thereafter GlVAE Simultaneous multi-party candidacy 3123 2720* 26 89
2/16/96 HH Department of Health unmarked vehicle use 2110 1862* 40 92
2/22/96 HH Dental hygienist practice regulation 1926* 1719 95
2/22/96 lGMA Minneapolis to negotiote stagehand contracts 2652* 2223 100
2/28/96 ED Metropolitan magnet school cost provisions 2077 2019* 25 83
2/28/96 FII Homeowner's proof of loss insurance 1749 1622* 47 87
2/29/96 GO lottery tickets sold at multiple locations 2316 1936* 34 90
2/29/96 AG Canola council referenda exemptions 2454 2111* 9 79
3/1/97 EN Turkey hunting stamp required 1964 1775* 35 85
3/14/96 FII Group health and life insurance retroactive termination restricted 2044* 2516 47 87
3/14/96 lGMA Itasca County bidding requirement exemptions 2401 * 2001 100
3/14/96 with varying application aCA : Petroleum tank c1eonup reimbursement reguloted 2391* 201 0 80
3/16/96 AG Agricultural land alien ownership exception 3146 2760* 9 79
3/16/96 ENF Tax-forfeited sales authorized for various counties 2846* 2535 86
3/16/96 TT St. Paul charter carrier permits 2322* 2063 59 104
3/19/96 FII Day care homeowner's insurance 3078 2624* 48 87
3/19/96 acA Motor vehicle dealer relocation 2525* 2201 81
3/2/96 aCA Heavy, utility equipment manufacturers regulated 3016 2813* 80
3/2/96 ENF Snowmobile grants-in-aid provided 3125 2802* 55 86
3/20/96 HH Childbirth and postpartum health insurance benefits reguloted 2008* 1791 39 92
3/20/96 HH Department of Economic Security changes 2222* .. c 2097 93
3/20/96 AG Rural Finance Agency program net worth definitions modified 2115* 2301 80
3/20/96 (Sec. 1); 1/1/97 (Sees. 2,3) RIE Customer notified of phone carrier change , 2055* 2262 14 102
3/21/96 TT Drivers' license residence address use restrictions 2780 2571 * 49 104
3/22/96 aCA Oxygenated gasoline mandate exceptions 2205* 2040 14 81
3/22/96 HO Rental security deposit interest rate reduced 2672* 2135 43 95
3/22/96 EN Environmental improvement pilot program 3013* 2306 85
3/22/96 WM State deportments claims poyment , 3217* 2835 38 106
3/22/96 with qualifications GO State employee vacation donation 2783* 2532 91
3/23/96 JU Streamlined dissolution procedure pilot project extended 2778* 2672 97
3/23/96 ED licensing standards modified for business, trade, correspondence schools 2565* 2636 83
3/26/96 lGMA Metropolitan Airports Commission; free parking prohibited 2321 * 2339 51 101
3/27/96 FII landfill cleanup casts process with insurers 2588* 2120 31 87
3/27/96 LMR Age discrimination lawsuit settlement :..: 3271 2874* 38 100
3/27/96 GO Higher education system employee classifications modified 2720 2260* 42 91
3/28/96 (Sees. 1-7, 9) TT Motor corriers of property deregulated 2587 2342* 57 104
3/28/96 with exceptions GO Omnibus state departments appropriations bill 3214 2857* 35, 67 91
3/29/96 WM Multi-member school boord election districts authorized 2298* 2529 106
3/5/96 ECDIRF Water and wastewater treatment system loans 2680 2166* 82
4/12/96 EN Public waters work permit requirements modified 2332* 1900 86
4/12/96 RIE 8iomass fuel energy generation mandate regulated 2419* 2238 32 102
4/12/96 lGMA Strategic planning office development plan 1800* 1655 22 101
4/12/96 GlVAE Campaign finance spending limit, public subsidies 667 840* 26 90
4/12/96 TA Budget reserve determination none 2886* 11 102
4/12/96; 7/1/96 (Sec. 1) GO Horse racing tax imposition regulated 2318* 221 8 34 92
4/12/96 (Sees. 1, 3); wq* (Sec. 2) TA Electric power generation facility taxation 637* 1147 27 102
4/12/96 with qualifications EN Werlands Conservation Act amendments 787* 1116 29 86

Key: House committee abbreviations

AG Agriculture
CI Copitollnvesfment
GCA Commerce, Tourism &Consumer Affairs
ECDIRF Economic Development, Infrastructure &Regulation Finance
ED Educotion
EN EnVironment &Noturol Resources
ENF EnVironment &Noturol Resources Finonce
FII Financial Institutions & Insurance
GlVAE Generollegislotion, Veterans Affoi~ &Elections

GO Govemmental Operotions
HH Health &Human Services
HO Housing
ITED intemotionol Trade &Economic Development
JU Judiciory
IMR lobor·Monogement Relations
lGMA locol Govemment &Metropolitan Affairs
RIE Reguloted Industries &Energy
TA Taxes

IT Tronsportotion &Tronsit
WM Ways &Means

HF House File
SF Senate File
CH Chapter

wq* - with quolificoftons
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4/3/96 CTCA Petroleum releose c1eonup reimbursement 2519* 2172 81
4/3/96 EN Air quolity permit issuance 2125* 1890 85
4/3/96 JU Community policing training required 2041 1872* 18 98
4/3/96 HH Foster care poyment and placement provisions modified 2158 1885* 33 93
4/3/96 GO Spanish Speaking Affairs Council name change 2193 1902* 37 91
4/3/96 IT Trunk Highway 22 designated Victory Drive 2313 2012* 58 104
4/3/96 JU Human Rights Act modified related to athletics 2042* 2015 53 98
4/4/96 : EN Environmental Regulatory Innovations Act 2194 1956* 86
5/1/96 EN Exotic species cantrol 2379 2503* 30 85
6/1/96 JU Public nuisance definitions c10rified 2509* 2098 42 97
6/1/96 EN Pollution Control Agency board 2171 * 2252 85
7/1/96 GO Stote employee charitable campaign participation 2308* 1962 90
7/1/96 lGMA Morristown maintenance of electrical power 2239* 1843 100
7/1/96 IT Motorcycle safety fund 2380* 2270 57 104
7/1/96 LMR Parental leave for school activities 2682* 2438 27 99
7/1/96 ED Higher education officers' salaries regulation 2213 2457* 84
8/1/96 RIE Electric Energy Tosk Force report due date modified 2281 1846* 102
8/1/96 IT Designation of state roads, highways 2410 1946* 58 103
8/1/96 IT Drivers's license coding provisions modified 2114* 2320 103
8/1/96 JU Revisor instruction scope limited 2122 1798* 96
8/1/96 FII Insurance coveroge for domestic abuse victims 2344 1815* 47 87
8/1/96 IT Amish Buggy Byway 2092 1909* 58 103
8/1/96 EN Watonwan River designated canoe ond boating river 2374 1984* 84
8/1/96 JU Neuroleptic medication hearings 2836 2514* 96
8/1/96 lGMA Property tax payment on land prior to permit issuance 2355* 1964 100
8/1/96 GO State agency action deadline provisions modified 2758 2698* 90
8/1/96 HO Requirements of cities to secure vacant buildings 2039 1812* 43 95
8/1/96 IT Czech Heritage Highway 2439 2121* 58 104
8/1/96 IT Motor carrier truck length 2188* 2147 104
8/1/96 GlVAE Elimination of Veterans Homes Board duties 2280 2584* 89
8/1/96 HH Medicare reimbursement waiver request 2952 2020* 92
8/1/96 HO Housing Finance Agency single family housing requirements 2129 1925* 43 95
8/1/96 GlVAE Closed armory disposition procedures 2032 1800* 89
8/1/96 RIE Willmar electrical power provision 2336 2009* 102
8/1/96 EN Trespassing on private land for recreation prohibited 2411 * 2556 19 84
8/1/96 ;.. lGMA Minnesoto Municipal Board authority, procedures clarified 2670* 2189 100
8/1/96 JU Revisor's bill 2938* 2598 96
8/1/96 JU Writ of certiorari application process clarified 2483* 2476 97
8/1/96 IT Co. Rd. 7designated POW/MIA Memorial Highway 2068* 1802 59 104
8/1/96 WM Obsolete lows repealed 2377* 2092 50 105
8/1/96 HO Manufactured home park owners land recovery 2154* 1845 43 95
8/1/96 HH Group home rate exception clarified 2639 2317* 92
8/1/96 HH Elderly care programs combined 2951 1879* 92
8/1/96 lGMA Sanitary sewer system inflow and infiltration prevention program 2420* 2258 100
8/1/96 HH Nursing registration violation penalty 2558* 2335 39 92
8/1/96 lGMA Airport noise mitigation spending 2285* 2204 100
8/1/96 ITCA Temporary liquor license restrictions 2788* 2591 80
8/1/96 RIE Counte~eiting cellular phone service 2526* 2170 19 102
8/1/96 GO Camp Ripley National Guard Education Center 2858* 2564 38 90
8/1/96 HH Heolth profession sexual misconduct 2633 2332* 19 92
8/1/96 CTCA Copyright enforcement regulation 732* 950 12 80
8/1/96 GO Minnesota Emergency Management Act 2229 2319* 37 90
8/1/96 IT Certain collector vehicles license plates 2098 1793* 56 ; 104
8/1/96 IT Drivers' license suspension 2012 1797* 49 104
8/1/96 ITED Port autharities to use uniform municipol controcting law 2513* 2576 96
8/1/96 HH Nursing home administrators shared 2630* 2312 93
8/1/96 lGMA Neighborhood Revitolizotion Program 3070* 2793 22 100
8/1/96 HH Speech pathologist and audiologist registration 2340* 2158 40 93
8/1/96 HO Resident caretaker provided on premises 2242 2196* 43 95
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8/1 /96 ITED Tourism director c1ossificotion chonged 2256* 2056 96
8/1 /96 EN Stote porks; odditions, deletions 2264 1905* 85
8/1/96 lGMA Baxter PUC expansion to five members 2625* 2214 101
8/1/96 JU Domestic assault, horassment victims' accounts considered in release terms 2842 2275* 18 97
8/1/96 LMR Choritable hospital employer/employee orbitration 2735 2471 * 99
8/1/96 LMR Minimum wage employer liability 2841 * 2397 99
8/1/96 JU Alternative dispute resalution 2385* 2084 49 97
8/1/96 JU Child visitation procedures, requirements modified 2357 1996* 33 97
8/1/96 HH Deaf and blind selVices act provisions modified 2127* 1882 46 93
8/1/96 FII Public fund agreements regulated 1567* 1441 87
8/1/96 CTCA Immigration selVice restrictions 2478* 2372 14 81
8/1/96 lGMA Municipal improvement report fee restrictions 2375* 2073 101
8/1/96 EN Nonresident fish house restrictions modified 2580* 2409 85
8/1/96 CTCA Pawnbroker regulation act 2752* 2472 12 81
8/1/96 JU ,. Child support, maintenance overpayment reductions 2284* 1948 34 97
8/1/96 lGMA Cemetery account provisions 2413* 1986 101
8/1/96 GlVAE Veterinary practice act provisions modified 2059* 1982 50 89
8/1/96 HH Child welfore hold procedures modified 2368 2123* 33 94
8/1/96 GlVAE ; City elected office vacancy procedures established 2425 2255* 50 89
8/1/96 HH Psychology boord duties 1157 842* 39 95
8/1/96 EN low·level radioactive waste 2207* 2013 31 86
8/1/96 : GlVAE Gulf Wor veterans bonus payments 532* 530 59 89
8/1/96 lGMA Cities permitted ta.c1ose unlawful businesses 379 317* 101
8/1/96 IT Motor vehicle registration provisions modified 2402* 2209 56 105
8/1/96 RIE Intrastate telecommunications selVices regulated 2615 2381 * 102
8/1/96 EN RIM program provisions modified 2282* 2114 30 86
8/1/96 JU Nuisance action by individuals; organizations 2204* 2014 18 99
8/1/96 GO State government performance report requirements modified 2218* 2219 38 91
8/1/96 JU Bias offense civil damage awords 1648* 1500 49 99
8/1/96; 1/1/96 (Sees. 15,53,54) CTCA Umited liability company.: 1704* 1492 81
8/1/96; 12/30/95 retro. (Sec. 18) AG Plant pest, fertilizer, and lime provisions 2116* 2071 79
8/1/96; 3/22/96 (Sees. 1-6) HO low·income housing tax credit program policy changes 2415* 2594 95
8/1/96; 3/28/96 (Sec. 3) IT Motor corrier driver medical waiver 2163* 2053 57 104
8/1/96; 3/28/96 (Sees. 3,6, 8) CTCA Commerce commissioner enforcement powers regulated 2236 1981 * 27 81
8/1/96; 4/3/96 (Sees. 52, 56) EN Omnibus game and fish bill 2799 2445* 34 85
8/1/96; 9/1/96 (Sec. 1) JU Drivers to yield to pedestrians 2930 2054* 52 97
Retroactive to 5/18/89 FII Insurance agent termination 3052* 2780 47 88
Upon local approval lGMA New Morketbond issuance authorized 2079* 1912 100
Upon local approval CTCA Stillwater liquor license issuance 2150* 1823 80
Upon local approval lGMA Hennepin County additional chief deputy sheriff appointment 2634* 2324 100
Upon local approval lGMA Cohasset gas utility ownership, operation permitted 3162* 2821 100
Upon local approval lGMA Minneapolis Pork and Recreation Baard employee appointment 2532* 21 08 101
Upon local approval, with qualifications lGMA Narwood and Young America to become Norwood-Young America 2889* 2581 50 100
Upon ratification GlVAE Recall of elected state officials 343* 153 25 90
Vorious dates, see bill ENF Emergency deer feeding program appropriation 2902 2596* 35 86
Vorious dates, see bill EN Open burning restrictions, timber sales 2365* 2384 84
Vorious dates, see bill HH Emergency medical selVices regulatory board authority modified 2310* 1955 92
Vorious dates, see bill HO landlord tenant nuisance behavior 2040* 1811 42 95
Various dates, see bill JU Registered property applications, records 2155* 1838 97
Vorious dates, see bill EN Used motor oil law effective date delayed 2065 2499* 31 84
Vorious dates, see bill LMR Workers' compensation premium calculation provisions modified 2867 2552* 26 99
Vorious dates, see bill ED Omnibus higher education bill 3239 2849* 40, 67 : 83
Vorious dates, see bill EN Aoron Sahli Child Baating Safety Act 2834* 2563 13 85
Vorious dates, see bill ED Higher education mandates removed 2206* 2143 41 83
Vorious dates, see bill ENF Wild animal crop destruction 3231 2167* 28, 67 87
Vorious dates, see bill JU Omnibus crime bill 3242 2856* 15 98
Vorious dates, see bill ED Omnibus education bill 2156* 1884 23, 66 83
Vorious dates, see bill FII Consumer credit regulation 2369* 2037 9, 69 88
Vorious dates, see bill LMR Re-employment insurance 2319 1919* 99
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Various dotes, see bill CTCA liquor licensure 2590 2116* 12 81
Various dotes, see bill EN Sewage treohnent systems 2112* 1987 31 85
Various dotes, see bill GO Public pension plan provisions modified 2417* 2048 51 91
Various dotes, see bill CTCA Commerce deportment bill 2233 1915* 82
Various dotes, see bill JU Data practices provisions 2618 2410* 49 98
Various dotes, see bill JU Omnibus OWl bill 2779 2340* 23 98
Various dotes, see bill FII Omnibus insurance regulation bill 2378 1980* 46 88
Various dotes, see bill GO locol pension plan technical changes 2493* 2126 91
Various dotes, see bill HH Omnibus health and human services supplemental appropriations bill 1584* 1703 43 94
Various dotes, see bill ECDIRF Omnibus economic development bill 3243* 2852 20, 67 82
Various dotes, see bill ECDIRF Omnibus transportation appropriations bill 3137 2702* 55, 67 82
Various dotes, see bill IT Highway service sign provisions 2152* 1947 58 105
Various dotes, see bill GO Minnesota State Retirement System benefits modified for some 2484 2175* 52 92
Various dotes, see bill CI Omnibus bonding bill 3273* 2879 10, 66 80
Various dotes, see bill lGMA Airport construction restriction and noise mitigation 3012* 2365 36 101
Various dotes, see bill FII Welfare reform 219* 221 45, 48 88
Various dotes, see bill EN Waste Management Act prOVisions mod~ied 2259 1861* 30 86
Various dotes, see bill TA Technical tax bill 2102* 2304 53 102
1/1/97 CTCA Prudent investor un~orm oct adoption 1998* 1735 80
1/1/97 FII Homeowner insurance requirements , 168* 191 ·.48 87
1/1/97 FII long-term care insurance 697* 1647 48 87
1/5/98 EN Pollution Control Agency board membership 2149* 1847 84
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Highlights Subiect Index
A
Adoption

federal law, conforming with 33
Age discrimination settlement 38
Aging, Minnesota Board on

nutrition program grants 44
Agriculture. See Farms and farming
Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)

child care grants, subsidies 45
Minnesota Family Investment Plan (MFlP) 45
MNJOBS 45

Airport
Minneapolis-St. Paul International

free parking eliminated 51
runway expansion planned but no move 36

Alternative court
family group conferencing 17
testimony in other hearings limited 49

Amish highway
Amish Buggy Byway 58

Anoka-Ramsey Community College 10
Audiologists, registration required 40
Automobiles

antique
license plates, display of 56

crosswalks, pedestrians 52
registration data, fee waived 42
speed limit increase 55
state vehicles, unmarked 40
tailgating, penalties 58

B

Background checks
prospective tenants 42

Banking
mortgage insurance break 9
out-of-state banks

branches in Minnesota 9
payday loans 10

Bed and breakfast facilities
complimentary wine 12

Biomass
NSP nuclear waste storage 32

Birth defects, state registry 44
Boating

boat operation
underage children prohibited 13

ethanol 14
harmful exotic species, containment 30

Bonding
after-school enrichment 11
Anoka-Ramsey Community College 10
Fond du Lac Community College 10
Ford Motor Co.

robotics 11
ice arenas 11
Minneapolis Convention Center 10
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities

(MnSCU) 10
public safety radio communications 11
Rush City prison 10
Science Museum of Minnesota 10
St. Cloud State University 10
State Capitol repairs 11
University of Minnesota 10

Budget
rainy day account 11

technology provision 36
Buses

public transit funding 56
Business

Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) 22
pawnbrokers, regulation of 12
used oil disposal 31
workers' compensation pilot project

compensation, insurance benefits joined 27

c
Camp Ripley

state use encouraged
State of Minnesota Education and Training
Center 38

Campaign spending limits
independent candidates, loophole closed 26

Candidates
campaign spending limits

independent candidates, loophole closed 26
Canterbury Park

horse racing tax break 34
Capital City Trolley

rental, charter service 59
Car theft prevention

automobile insurance surcharge 15
Cars. See Automobiles
Cellular phones

cloning illegal 19
Chicano/Latino People, Minnesota Council on

Affairs of 37
Child abuse prevention

Children Helped in Long-term Development
(CHILD) 45

Child care
home care, insurance 48
state grants, subsidies 45

Child support overpayment 34
Children. See also Juveniles

adoption
federal law, conforming with 33

boats
operation prohibited 13

child support overpayment 34
crisis nurseries expanded 16
disabled, adoption of

state subsidies 44
foster care

emergency placement 33
tax savings on automobiles 54

home visits expanded
child abuse prevention 16

immunizations, co-payments prohibited 45
mothers and newborns

length of hospital stay after delivery 39
tattoos, parental permission reqUired 17
unpaid leave for school activity

one-year requirement waived 27
visitation rights

disputes, mediation 33
Children, Families and Learning, Department of

private welfare data obtained 49
Children Helped in Long-term Development

(CHILD) 45
Cities

Norwood, Young America merger 50
sewage treatment systems, repair

public loan programs 31

sustainable development orqinance 22
workers' compensation

natural disaster volunteers covered 37
Claims law 38
Code-grabbing devices

penalty added 17
Communities

Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) 22
Community crime prevention grants 15
Community notification

sex offender release 15
Community-Oriented Policing program (COPS) 15
Computers, state government

statewide computer operating system 36
Year 2000 Project 36

Constitutional amendment
public official recall 25
Veterans, Gulf War bonus ·59

Consumers
ethanol 14
long-distance carriers, deceptive practices 14
notary public

posting requirements 14
payday loans 10
physicians

sexual misconduct hearings 19
Copyright

music royalties 12
Council on Black Minnesotans

nonviolent child development program 15
Counties

Wetlands Conservation Act amendments 29
workers' compensation

natural disaster volunteers covered 37
Courts

civil
bias crimes, cause of action provided 49

testimony of ADR presiders 49
Crack houses

"Knock and Talk" program 15
Crime

bias, victims of 49
car theft prevention 15
cars, stopping at crosswalks 52
cellular phone cloning, illegal 19
code-grabbing devices 17
community crime prevention 15
community policing training 18
Council on Black Minnesotans 15
county criminal justice funds 54
crisis nurseries 16
curfew enforcement 16
domestic abuse

victim notification, perpetrator release 18
domestic abuse penalties 16
expunging criminal records 18
group conferencing 17
guns

buses 17
kids 17
penalties 17

home visits 16
indecent exposure 18
inmate health care 17
juvenile monitoring 16
Knock and Talk 15
notary public posting requirements 14
nuisance law clarified 42
physicians, sexual misconduct hearings 19
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Highlights Subject Index

Prairie Correctional Facility 17
public nuisance lawsuits 18
sex offenders, community notification 15
sexual conduct 18
stalkers and guns 17
tailgating, penalties 58
tattoos 17
trespassing, civil citation 19
truancy prevention 16
veterinarians, action against 50
victims services 16
Weed and Seed 15

Criminal records, expunging 18
Crisis nurseries expanded 16
Curfew enforcement

local government
grant program 16

D

Daedalus Electronic Imaging Systems Project
workers' compensation

computer files, access 22
Data privacy

schools, directory infonnation 49
state officials, investigative data release 49
unwed mothers, social services link 49
welfare data release 49

Dead bills
Adoption rules 72
Elected Met Council 74
Extending the wind exemption 75
Gas tax boost 75
Hunting, fishing privilege 72
Interest rate hike 69
Is this office necessary? 72
Kids and tobacco 69
Liquor tax increase 75
New carbon fuel tax 75
No cards at Canterbury 72
No waste in the water 71
Prairie Island revisited 70
Rejected referendum 74
Releasing student records 70
Returning campaign dollars 70
Saving for tuition 73
Saving white pines 71
Sharing electronic data 70
Short-lived apology 73
Steam plant, kondirator survive 71
Super-majority required 74
Telecommunication failure 69
Tuition breaks 73
Vouchers defeated 70

Deaf. See Hearing impaired
Deer feeding 35
Disabled people

children, adoption of
state subsidies 44

government
settlement payment for disabled workers 38

personal care attendant coverage 44
property taxes, discount rate 53

Divorce
visitation rights

disputes, mediation 33
Domestic abuse

perpetrator release, victim notification 18
repeat offenders, penalty increase 16
victims, insurance discrimination 47
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Drivers license
address protection 49
suspension, notice of 49
designated parent symbol 56
youth, requirements to obtain 56

Drugs
crack houses

"Knock and Talk" program 15
dealers

public nuisance lawsuits 18
prescriptions

discount program 44
purchase of, grounds for eviction 42

DWI
airplane

operation illegal with drugs 23
automobile

operation illegal with drugs 23
Drug-Recognition Experts (DRE) 23
license plates, impounded

special coding 23
limited driver's license

longer waiting period 23
truck drivers 57

E
Education. See Education, K-12; Higher education
Education, K-12

after-school activities 24
after-school enrichment 11
all-day kindergarten 24
community-based schools 24
data for school directories 49
gang resistance education

tax revenue usage 25
graduation standards 24
magnet school grant money 25
moment of silence 25
Perpich Minnesota Center for Arts Education

school name change 25
technology in the classroom, boosting 23
unpaid leave for school activity

one-year requirement waived 27
Elections

campaign spending limits
independent candidates, loophole closed 26

fusion candidates
1996 state primary ballot 26

public official recall 25
Electricity

Koch Refining Company tax break 27
NSP nuclear waste storage

biomass alternative energy changes 32
Emergency vehicles

tailgating 58
Employment

hearing impaired, state services 46
higher ed mergers, jobs protected 42
Minnesota Investment Fund

jobs, tax base, maintenance of 21
pilot project

compensation, insurance benefits joined 27
unpaid leave for school activity

one-year requirement waived 27
workers' compensation

files, computer access 22
independent contractors included 26
natural disaster volunteers covered 37

workforce centers
employment and training services 20

youth summer jobs 20
Energy

home energy assistance 20
Koch Refining Company tax break 27
NSP nuclear waste storage

biomass alternative energy changes 32
Environment

alfalfa, improved quality 29
all-terrain vehicle park, Gilbert, Minn. 28
beaver damage study 29
Chippewa County Regional Trail 28
dairy fanners, new technologies 28
defonned frogs study 29
hannful exotic species, containment 30
landfill cleanup

state reimbursement through insurance 31
metro-area parks 28
Minnesota River Basin funding 29
Mississippi River

sedimentation along shoreline 29
NSP nuclear waste storage

biomass alternative energy changes 32
pest control 29
radioactive waste disposal in Minnesota

interstate compact 31
sewage treatment systems, repair

public loan programs 31
state park management

electronic pennit tracking system 28
state recreational land 28
sustainable development ordinance 22
timber damage 28
used oil disposal 31
Voyageur Recreation Area 22
Waste Management Act amendments

antifreeze dumping 30
SCORE tax changes 30
toxins in products, packaging 30

Wetlands Conservation Act amendments 29
Ethanol 14

F

Family
adoption

federal law, confonning with 33
child support overpayment 34
child visitation rights

disputes, mediation 33
emergency foster care placement 33
mothers and newborns

hospital stays after birth 39
parents

liable for children's bias crimes 49
unpaid leave for school activity

one-year requirement waived 27
Family group conferencing

alternative court 17
Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance

Program 22
Family Investment Plan, Minnesota

work requirements 45
Fanns and fanning

alfalfa, improved quality 29
business management programs 41
canola council 9
dairy fanners, new technologies 28
ethanol 14



timber harvest 9
truckers hauling supplies 57
used equipment tax-exempt 54
Wetlands Conservation Act amendments 29

Film Board, Minnesota
money appropriated 21

Firefighters
pensions 51

Fishing
children

fish for display in aquariums 34
trout, salmon, possession of

license stamp waived on some lakes 35
Fond du Lac Community College 10
Food

licenses
temporary food stands 44

Ford Motor Co.
robotics bonding II

Forestry
timber, foreign ownership of 9

Foster care
emergency placement 33
federal law, conforming with 33

Fusion candidates
1996 state primary ballot 26

G
Gambling

Canterbury Park
horse racing tax break 34

lottery
retail ticket sales, contract change 34

pulltabs, tax refund on unsold 53
sales clerks subject to fines for violations 34
welfare checks, cashing prohibited 45

Game
hungry deer, feeding 35
non-resident, full-time students

permitted to take certain big game 35
wild turkey hunters

additional license fees 35
Garage door openers

code-grabbing devices, penalty added 17
Gas stations

roadside markers 58
Gasoline

ethanol 14_
Gender

single-sex athletic events 53
Government 36

budgetary technology provision 36
computers

statewide computer operating system 36
Year 2000 Project 36

recall elections 25
settlement payments

age discrimination, disabled workers 38
state agencies

bills, prompt payment 38
paperwork, recycling 38

Graduation standards 24
Guns

dealers, public nuisance lawsuits 18
kids

adult negligence, penalty expanded 17
on buses, penalty increase 17
penalties, minimum sentences 17

H

Health care
nurses

outstate doctors' orders, compliance with 39
Health, Department of

audiologists, speech pathologists registration 40
birth defects registry 44
hearing impaired, state services 46
home visits expanded

child abuse prevention 16
lead cleanup 44
task force, medical education 45
unmarked cars authorized 40
welfare recipient data 49

Hearing impaired
employment 46
needs, state office created 46

Hennepin Paper Company grant 21
High Technology Council, Minnesota

technology grants 41
Higher education

bonding 10
distance learning programs 41
farm business management programs 41
libraries, on-line system 41
mandates, reduction 41
mergers, jobs protected 42
technology grants 41
tenure code changes 40

Highways
Amish Buggy Byway 58
Czech Heritage 58
John Riley Memorial Boulevard 58
POWlMlA Memorial Highway 58, 59
repairs 56
roadside markers 58
Veterans Memorial Highway 58
Victory Drive 58

Historical Society, Minnesota
employee compensation 22

Holiday
Juneteenth, state day of recognition 36

Home visits
child abuse prevention 16

Homelessness
Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance

Program 22
Hospitals

mother and newborn
length of hospital stay after delivery 39

Housing
damage deposits, interest 43
energy assistance 20
evicting tenants

tenant information, background checks 42
Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance

Program 22
improvement loans 43
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency

multi-unit rental property, rehabilitation 21
mobile homes 43
mortgage insurance break 9
privacy and rental property 43
public nuisance lawsuit 18
public nuisances 42
vacant buildings, security 43

Housing Finance Agency, Minnesota
money appropriated 21

Highlights Subject Index

Human Rights Act
athletic competitions 53

Human Rights, Department of
case backlog, appropriation 36

Human Services, Department of
Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Services Division 46

Humanities Commission, Minnesota
moving expenses, money appropriated 22

Hunting
hungry deer, feeding 35
trespassing with weapon 19
wild turkey, additional license fees 35

Ice arenas
bonding II

Immigrants
notary public posting requirements 14

Immunizations
children, co-payments prohibited 45

Indecent exposure
penalty increase 18

Independent contractors
workers' compensation 26

Inmates
health care co-payment reqUired 17

Insurance
agents, protection from firing 47
automobile

surcharge for car theft prevention 15
coverage

discrimination, domestic abuse victims 47
health

doctor choice mandated 47
homeowners

claims denial 47
home day care coverage 48
nonrenewal of policies 48

immunizations
co-payments prohibited 45

life
replacement policies regulated 46

long-term care policies 48
Lyme disease

treatment coverage mandated 48
mortgage insurance break 9
mothers and newborns

minimum coverage requirement 39
policy termination, retroactive 47
prostate cancer

screening test, coverage mandated 47
sales quotas banned 46

Investment Fund, Minnesota 21
Iron Range

development grants 54
fiscal disparities program created 53

J
Juneteenth

state day of recognition 36
Juveniles. See also Children

at-risk 16
curfew enforcement 16
DWI

limited driver's license, waiting period 23
monitoring pilot program 16
summer jobs 20
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Highlights Subject Index

tattoos
parental permission required 17

truancy 16

K
"Knock and Talk" program

drug abuse 15
Koch Refining Company

tax break 27

L

Landfill cleanup
state reimbursement through insurance 31

Landlords
damage deposits, interest 43
privacy, entering rental property 43
problem tenants 42

Laws
obsolete, repeal of 50

Lawsuit
civil, public nuisance 18

Lead
contamination, cleanup 44

Libraries
releasing books to patrons 49

License plates
display of 56
impounded after DWI

special coding 23
personalized 56

Licenses
temporary food stands 44
veterinarians, limited 50
wild turkey hunters, additional fees 35

Light rail transit
state aid diverted 54

Liquor
bed and breakfast facilities

complimentary wine 12
free samples 12
retail penalty signs 12
sales, river tour boats 12
wine tasting 12

Loans
housing improvement 43
"payday" 10

Local government
board appointments, temporary vacancies 50
cities

Norwood, Young America merger 50
curfew enforcement

grant program 16
Minnesota Investment Fund

jobs, tax base, maintenance of 21
pawnbrokers, stricter regulations 12
sewage treatment systems, repair

public loan programs 31
sustainable development ordinance 22
Wetlands Conservation Act amendments 29
workers' compensation

natural disaster volunteers covered 37
Long-distance carriers, deceptive practices 14
Lottery

retail ticket sales, contract change 34
Lyme disease

insurance, treatment coverage mandated 48
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M

Mall of America
airport

taxing district transfer authorized 37
Mandates

higher education, reduction 41
Martin Luther Kingjr.

nonviolent child development program
Council on Black Minnesotans 15

Maternity
mothers and newborns

length of hospital stay after delivery 39
Metropolitan Council Transit Operations (MCTO)

buses funded 56
Minneapolis Convention Center

bonding eliminated 10
MNjOBS 45
Mobile homes, movement of 43
Mothers

hospital stays after giving birth 39
Motorcycles

ethanol 14
safety fund 57

Movies
Minnesota Film Board

money appropriated 21
Music

copyright
royalties 12

N

Natural Resources Research Institute (Duluth)
money appropriated 21

Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) 22
Neighborhoods

public nuisance lawsuits 18
Northern States Power Company (NSP)

nuclear waste storage
biomass alternative energy changes 32

Northwest Airlines
tax savings 54

Notary public
posting requirements 14

Nurses
outstate doctors' orders, compliance with 39

o
Outdoors

trespassing, civil citation 19

p

Parents
liable for children committing bias crimes 49

Parks
all-terrain vehicle recreation area, Gilbert, Minn

28
Chippewa County Regional Trail 28
metro-area parks 28
state park management

electronic permit tracking system 28
state recreational land 28

Pawnbrokers
regulation 12

Pedestrians
right-of-way in crosswalks 52

Pensions
fire relief associations 51
Minneapolis, St. Paul teachers 51
University of Minnesota Hospital employees 52
volunteer firefighters 51

Perpich Minnesota Center for Arts Ed 25
Personal care attendants

disabled, costs paid by state 44
Physicians

sexual misconduct hearings 19
Police

community policing training 18
radio communications system 11
vacant housing 43
vehicles, tailgating 58

Prairie Correctional Facility
Minnesota prisoners 17

Prescriptions
discount drug program 44

Prisons
bonding

Rush City 10
Prostate cancer

screening test, coverage mandated 47
Prostitution

nuisance lawsuits 18
Psychology, Minnesota Board of

civil penalties against practitioners 39
Public nuisance

lawsuits filed by property owners 18
Public safety

radio communications system 11
Public Safety, Department of

designated parent information 56
driver's license, suspension of 49
driver's manual, additions to 52
highway patrol, dispatchers hired 56

R

Radio
public safety communications system 11

Radioactive waste disposal 31
Recall elections 25
Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) 30
Republic of China

United Nations 37
River Basin joint Powers Board, Minnesota 29

5
Schools. See Education, K-12
Science Museum of Minnesota 10
Seniors

discount drug program 44
life insurance, replacement policies 46
nutrition programs 44

Sewage
treatment systems, repair

public loan programs 31
Sex offender release

community notification 15
Sexual conduct

definition expanded 18
Snowmobiles

trails, dollars for 55
Spanish-Speaking Affairs Council, Minnesota

name change 37
Speech-language pathologists

registration required 40



~
I
I

Sports
running

single-sex events 53
snowmobiles, trails 55

St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board 22
St. Paul (city)

Capital City Trolley 59
Stalkers

gun ownership prohibited 17
State agencies

bills, prompt payment 38
paperwork, recycling 38

State Capitol
repairs 11

State Colleges and Universities, Minnesota
(MnSCU) 10

distance learning programs 41
mandates, reduction of 41
mergers, jobs protected 42
technology grants 41

State of Minnesota Education and Training Center
Camp Ripley 38

T
Taiwan

United Nations 37
Target Center

state's use, increasing 36
Tattoos

children
parental permission required 17

Taxes
exemptions

used farm machinery 54
fiscal disparities 53
HACA

county criminal justice funds 54
payments to cities cut '55

housing improvement districts 54
motor fuels 54
property

cabins, rates reduced 53
pulltabs, refund for unsold tickets 53
sales

foster children, automobiles 54
special service districts 54
state aid, performance goals 55
taconite 53
truth in taxation notices 55

Teachers
Minneapolis, St. Paul, pensions 51

Technology
distance learning programs 41
grants, higher education campuses 41
Internet access, K-12 schools 23
libraries, on-line system 41
Minnesota High Technology Council 41

Technology, Inc" Minnesota
money appropriated

cold weather research need, study 2I
Telecommunications

long-distance carriers, deceptive practices 14
Tenants

damage deposits, interest 43
drug purchase, cause for eviction 42
mobile home parks 43
right to privacy 43

Timber sales
foreign ownership 9

Trade and Economic Development, Department of
Minnesota Investment Fund 2I

Trails
snowmobile, increased funding 55

Transportation, Department of
freight trucks, regulations 57
highway repair 56
medical waivers revoked 57
speed limit increase 55

Trespassing
civil citation 19

Trolley
rental, charter service 59

Truancy
prevention programs expanded 16

Trucks
drivers

alcohol-related offenses 57
hauling agriculture supplies 57
medical waivers 57

freight regulations eased 57
license plates, personalized 56

Turkey
wild turkey hunters

additional license fees 35

u
United Nations

Republic of China (Taiwan) 37
University of Minnesota (U of M)

academic health center 40
bonding projects

architecture building 10
Haecker Hall 10
library access center 10
MRI program 10

distance learning programs 41
hospital merger 52
interactive technology funds 41
pensions 52
tenure code changes 40

v
Veterans

claims law, bonuses approved 38
Gulf War bonus 59
POWIMIA Memorial Highway 58, 59
Veterans Memorial Highway 58
Victory Drive 58

Veterinary Medicine, Board of
powers increased 50

Vetoed bills
Candidate leave vetoed 62
Counseling board vetoed 61
Extending the statute 65
Legislative auditing 63
Lobbying prohibition vetoed 62
Local approval vetoed 66
Mail balloting expansion? 62
Minimum wage veto 63
MinnesotaCare veto 64
No new council 64
No planning report 64
No workers' comp study 63
Non-English services 64
Omnibus human services bill 64
Pension bill vetoed 65
Vote by mail vetoed 62

Highlights Subject Index

Wage floor for businesses 61
Wastewater charges 65
Wind power 63

Vetoed bills, line-item
Environmental projects vetoed 67
Grant funds vetoed 67
K-12 vetoes 66
Kondirator study scrapped 67
No convention center bonds 66
No environmental assessment 67
Omnibus transportation bill 67

Victims services 16
Visitation

disputes, mediation 33
Volunteers

workers' compensation
natural disaster workers covered 37

Voyageur Recreation Area 22

w
Waste management

SCORE taxes 54
Waste Management Act amendments

antifreeze dumping 30
SCORE tax changes 30
toxins in products, packaging 30

Weather
cold weather research needs study

Minnesota Technology Inc, 21
Weed and Seed

crime program 15
Welfare

Minnesota Family Investment Plan (MFIP) 45
MNJOBS 45
program savings to state 44
reSidency requirements 45
work requirements 45

Wetlands
conservation act amendments 29
Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) 30

Women!; suffrage
memorial garden 36

Workers' compensation
files, computer access 22
independent contractors included 26
natural disasters, registered volunteers covered

37
pilot project

compensation, insurance benefits joined 27
Workforce centers 20

y

Year 2000 Project 36
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Phone
(612) 296-Room*

Unofficial list as of February 12,1996

Phone
Room* (612) 296- District/Member/Party

Minnesota House of Representatives 1995-96

District/Member/Party

45A Abrams, Ron (R) 209 9934 47A Luther, Darlene (DFL) 525 3751
10A Anderson, Bob (DFL) 437 4946 50B Lynch, Teresa (R) 295 5369
19B Anderson, Bruce (R) 281 5063 37B Macklin, Bill (R) 349 6926
3A Anderson, Irv (DFL) 463 4936 40A Mahon, Mark P. (DFL) 401 7158
6A Bakk, Thomas (DFL) 429 2190 55A Mares, Harry (R) 239 5363

14B Bertram, Jeff (DFL) 571 4373 65B Mariani, Carlos (DFL) 403 9714
10B Bettermann, Hilda (R) 243 4317 57B Marko, Sharon (DFL) 507 3135
30B Bishop, Dave (R) 343 0573 55B McCollum, Betty (DFL) 501 1188
25B Boudreau, Lynda (R) 327 8237 36B McElroy, Dan (R) 259 4212
30A Bradley, Fran (R) 241 9249 54A McGuire, Mary Jo (DFL) 567 4342
53B Broecker, Sherry (R) 321 7153 39B Milbert, Bob (DFL) 579 4192
13A Brown, Chuck (DFL) 597 4929 35A Molnau, Carol (R) 287 8872
46B Carlson, Lyndon R. (DFL) 365 4255 21 B Mulder, Richard (R) 387 4336
52A Carlson, Skip (R) 289 4331 7A Munger, Willard (DFL) 479 4282
47B Carruthers, Phil (DFL) 459 3709 8A Murphy, Mary (DFL) 557 2676
61A Clark, Karen (DFL) 503 0294 20A Ness, Robert "Bob" (R) 379 4344
38A Commers, Tim (R) 217 3533 2B Olson, Edgar (DFL) 565 4265
15B Cooper, Roger (DFL) 549 4346 19A Olson, Mark (R) 223 4237
11A Daggett, Roxann (R) 225 4293 20B Onnen, Tony (R) 273 1534
9B Dauner, Marvin (DFL) 581 6829 16A Opatz, Joe (DFL) 423 6612

31B Davids, Gregory M. (R) 371 9278 64B Orenstein, Howard (DFL) 529 4199
65A Dawkins, Andy (DFL) 409 5158 60B Orfield, Myron (DFL) 521 9281
14A Dehler, Steve (R) 203 7808 29B Osskopp, Mike (R) 329 9236
51A Delmont, Mike (DFL) 575 4226 66A Osthoff, Tom (DFL) 585 4224
29A Dempsey, Jerry (R) 251 8635 24B Ostrom, Don (DFL) 433 7065
24A Dorn, John (DFL) 533 3248 11B Otremba, Ken (DFL) 545 3201
64A Entenza, Matt (DFL) 531 8799 37A Ozment, Dennis (R) 283 4306
42A Erhardt, Ron (R) 237 4363 42B Paulsen, Erik (R) 221 7449
67A Farrell, Jim (DFL) 491 4277 38B Pawlenty, Tim (R) 231 4128

1B Finseth, Tim (R) 377 9918 52B Pellow, Richard (R) 233 0141
31A Frerichs, Don L. (R) 247 4378 32A Pelowski Jr., Gene (DFL) 517 8637
63B Garcia, Edwina (DFL) 411 5375 57A Perlt, Walter E. (DFL) 473 7807
21A Girard, Jim (R) 213 5374 13B Peterson, Doug (DFL) 523 4228

9A Goodno, Kevin (R) 369 5515 39A Pugh, Thomas (DFL) 583 6828
62A Greenfield, Lee (DFL) 375 0173 46A Rest, Ann H. (DFL) 443 4176
54B Greiling, Mindy (DFL) 553 5387 44B Rhodes, Jim (R) 309 9889
26A Gunther, Bob (R) 337 3240 58A Rice, James I. (DFL) 381 4262
48A Haas, Bill (R) 201 5513 18A Rostberg, Jim (R) 323 5364
50A Hackbarth, Tom (R) 313 2439 5A Rukavina, Tom (DFL) 471 0170
22B Harder, Elaine (R) 277 5373 59A Sarna, John J. (DFL) 563 4219
12A Hasskamp, Kris (DFL) 451 4333 17B Schumacher, Leslie (DFL) 413 5377
66B Hausman, Alice (DFL) 449 3824 41A Seagren, Alice (R) 315 7803
56A Holsten, Mark (R) 345 3018 62B Skoglund, Wes (DFL) 477 4330

6B Huntley, Thomas (DFL) 569 2228 34A Smith, Steve (R) 353 9188
7B Jaros, Mike (DFL) 559 4246 3B Solberg, Loren (DFL) 445 2365

58B Jefferson, Richard H. (DFL) 577 8659 33B Stanek, Rich (R) 351 5502
18B Jennings, Loren (DFL) 537 0518 28B Sviggum, Steven A. (R) 267 2273
48B Johnson, Alice M. (DFL) 539 5510 51B Swenson, Doug (R) 255 4124
4A Johnson, Bob (DFL) 551 5516 23B Swenson, Howard (R) 331 8634

32B Johnson, Virgil J. (R) 207 1069 43B Sykora, Barbara (R) 357 4315 ~
59B Kahn, Phyllis (DFL) : 367 4257 5B Tomassoni, David (DFL) 593 01721:
26B Kalis, Henry J. (DFL) 543 4240 36A Tompkins, Eileen (R) 245 5506 I
44A Kelley, Steve (DFL) 417 3964 67B Trimble, Steve (DFL) 485 4201 ~

35B Kelso, Becky (DFL) 415 1072 25A Tuma, John (R) 301 4229 ~i

4B Kinkel, Anthony G. ''Tony'' (DFL) 453 2451 1A Tunheim, Jim (DFL) 509 9635 ~
40B Knight, Kevin (R) 307 4218 34B Van Dellen, H. Todd (R) 291 5511 I:
16B Knoblach, Jim (R) 215 6316 15A Van Engen, Tom(R) 359 6206 *
17A Koppendrayer, LeRoy (R) 389 6746 23A Vickerman, Barb (R) 211 9303 i'
27A Kraus, Ron (R) 279 8216 63A Wagenius, Jean (DFL) 439 4200 ~I'

53A Krinkie, Phil (R) 303 2907 49B Warkentin, Eldon H. (R) 253 4231 1
56B Larsen, Peg (R) 311 4244 49A Weaver, Charlie (R) 261 1729 i
27B Leighton, Robert (DFL) 527 4193 61B Wejcman, Linda (DFL) 431 7152 (i
45B Leppik, Peggy (R) 393 7026 12B Wenzel, Stephen G. (DFL) 487 4247 I

2A Lieder, Bernie (DFL) 515 5091 22A Winter, Ted (DFL) 407 5505 ,
33A Lindner, Arion (R) 227 , 7806 41 B Wolf, Ken (R) 317 5185 Ii
60A Long, Dee (DFL) 591 0171 28A Worke, Gary D. (R) 229 5368 I;

Ii 8B Lourey, Becky (DFL) 421 4308 43A Workman, Tom (R) 335 5066 Ii

Ii Note: Room numbers are subject to change. *All rooms are in the State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55155 ~I..:! J



Minnesota Senate 1995-96.
I
I
I Phone

DistrictlMember/Party Room* (612) 296-
66 Anderson, Ellen R. (DFL) 120 Cap 5537
26 Beckman, Tracy L. (DFL) 306 Cap 5713
41 Belanger, William V., Jr. (R) 113 SOB 5975
13 Berg, Charles A. (DFL) 328 Cap 5094
61 Berglin, Linda (DFL) G-9 Cap 4261
48 Betzold, Don (DFL) G-24 Cap 2556
55 Chandler, Kevin M. (DFL) 111 Cap 9307

8 Chmielewski, Florian W. (DFL) 325 Cap 4182
64 Cohen, Richard J. (DFL) 317 Cap 5931
28 Day, Dick (R) 105 SOB 9457
20 Dille, Steve (R) 103 SOB 4131

4 Finn, Harold R. "Skip" (DFL) 306 Cap 6128
14 Fischbach, Michelle (R) 132C SOB 2084
62 Flynn, Carol (DFL) 120 Cap 4274
23 Frederickson, Dennis R. (R) 139 SOB 8138
50 Hanson, Paula E. (DFL) 328 Cap 3219
24 Hotlinger, John C. (DFL) 120 Cap 6153

5 Janezich, Jerry R. (DFL) 328 Cap 8017
15 Johnson, Dean E. (R) 147 SOB 3826

6 Johnson, Douglas J. (DFL) 205 Cap 8881
18 Johnson, Janet B. (DFL) 322 Cap 5419
35 .Johnston, Terry D. (R) 117 SOB 4123
67 Kelly, Randy C. (DFL) 323 Cap 5285
30 Kiscaden, Sheila M. (R) 143 SOB 4848
16 Kleis, David (R) 151 SOB 6455
36 Knutson, David L. (R) 133 SOB 4120
47 Kramer, Don (R) 131 SOB 8869
51 Krentz, Jane (DFL) 235 Cap 7061
58 Kroening, Carl W. (DFL) 124 Cap 4302
56 Laidig, Gary W. (R) 141 SOB 4351

9 Langseth, Keith (DFL) G-24 Cap 3205
10 Larson, Cal (R) 153 SOB 5655
21 Lesewski, Arlene J. (R) 135 SOB 4125

3 Lessard, Bob (DFL) 111 Cap 4136

Phone
District/Member/Party Room* (612) 296-
33 Limmer, Warren (R) 132D SOB 2159
54 Marty, John (DFL) G-9 Cap 5645
49 Merriam, Gene (DFL) 122 Cap 4154
39 Metzen, James P. (DFL) 303 Cap 4370

2 Moe, Roger D. (DFL) 208 Cap 2577
44 Mondale, Ted A. (DFL) 226 Cap 7-8065
32 Morse, Steven (DFL) G-24 Cap 5649
29 Murphy, Steve L. (DFL) 301 Cap 4264
25 Neuville, Thomas M. (R) 123 SOB 1279
52 Novak, Steven G. (DFL) 322 Cap 4334
43 Oliver, Edward C. (R) , 121 SOB 4837
34 Olson, Gen (R) 119 SOB 1282
19 Ourada, Mark (R) 145 SOB 5981
65 Pappas, Sandra L. (DFL) 120 Cap 1802
37 Pariseau, Pat (R) 109 SOB 5252
27 Piper, Pat (DFL) G-9 Cap 9248
59 Pogemiller, Lawrence J. (DFL) 235 Cap 7809
57 Price, Leonard R. (DFL) 235 Cap 7-8060
63 Ranum, Jane B. (DFL) 325 Cap 7-8061
46 Reichgotl Junge, Ember D. (DFL) 205 Cap 2889
40 Riveness, Phil J. (DFL) 317 Cap 7-8062
45 Robertson, Martha R. (R) 125 SOB 4314
53 Runbeck, Linda (R) 107 SOB 1253
11 Sams, Dallas C. (DFL) G-9 Cap 7-8063
12 Samuelson, Don (DFL) 124 Cap 4875
31 Scheevel, Kenric J. (R) 129 SOB 3903

7 Solon, Sam G. (DFL) 303 Cap 4188
60 Spear, Allan H. (DFL) 120 Cap 4191
17 Stevens, Dan (R) 127 SOB 8075

1 Stumpf, LeRoy A. (DFL) G-24 Cap 8660
42 Terwilliger, Roy W. (R) 115 SOB 6238
22 Vickerman, Jim (DFL) 226 Cap 5650
38 Wiener, Deanna (DFL) 303 Cap 7-8073

'Capitol or State Office Building, SI. Paul, MN 55155

Minnesota House and Senate Membership

1
A' Jim Tunheim-DFL 15 A'Tom Van Engen 29

A•Jeny Dempsey-R 43 A'Tom Workman-R 57
A' Walter E. Perlt-DFL

8 •Tim Finseth-R 8' Roger Cooper-DFL 8· Mike Osskopp-R 8 • 8arbara Sykora-R 8 'Sharon Marko-DFL
Sen. LeRoy A. Stumpf-DFL Sen. Dean E. Johnson-R Sen. Steve L. Murphy-DFL Sen. Edward C. Oliver-R Sen. Leonard R. Prlce-DFL

2
A• 8emie Lieder-DFL 16 A•Joe Opatz-DFL

30 A' Fran 8radley-R 44 A' Steve Kelley-DFL 58
A•James I. Rice-DFL

8 • Edgar Olson-DFL 8 • Jim Knoblach-R 8 • Dave 8ishop-R 8 •Jim Rhodes-R 8· Richard H. Jefferson·DFL
Sen. Roger D. Moe-DFL Sen. David Kleis-R Sen. Sheila M. Kiscaden-R Sen. Ted A. Mondale·DFL Sen. Carl W. Kroening-DFL

3
A' Irv Anderson-DFL 17 A' LeRoy Koppendreyer-R

31
A• Don L. Frerlchs-R

45 A' Ron Abrems·R 59
A•John J. Sama-DFL

8 • Loren Solberg·DFL 8 • Leslie Schumecher·DFL 8' Gregory M. Davids-R 8' Peggy Leppik-R 8 • Phyllis Kahn·DFL
Sen. 80b Lesserd-DFL Sen. Dan Stevens-R Sen. Kenrlc J. Scheevel-R Sen. Martha R. Robertson-R Sen. Lawrence J. Pogemiller-DFL

4
A• 80b Johnson-DFL 18 A' Jim Rostberg-R

32
A' Gene Pelowski Jr.-DFL 46 A· Ann H. Rest-DFL 60 A· Dee Long-DFL

8' Anthony G. "fony" Kinkel-DFL 8 • Loren Jennings-DFL 8 • Virgil J. Johnson-R 8' Lyndon R. Carlson-DFL 8 • Myron Ortield-DFL
Sen. Harold R. "Skip" Finn-DFL Sen. Janet 8. Johnson-DFL Sen. Steven Morse-DFL Sen. Ember D. Reichgott Junge-DFL Sen. Allan H. Spear-DFL

5
A'Tom Rukavina-DFL 19 A• Mark Olson-R

33
A· Arion Lindner-R 47 A· Darlene Luther-DFL 61

A• Karen Clark-DFL
8· David Tomassoni-DFL 8 • 8ruce Anderson-R 8 • Rich Stanek-R 8' Phil Canruthers-DFL 8 • Linda Wejcman-DFL
Sen. Jeny R. Janezich-DFL Sen. Merk Oureda-R Sen. Werren Limmer-R Sen. Don Kramer-R Sen. Linda 8erglin-DFL

6
A'Thomas 8akk-DFL 20 A• Robert Ness-R

34 A' Steven Smith-R 48 A' 8i11 Haas-R 62
A' Lee Greenfield-DFL

8 •Thomas Huntley-DFL 8' Tony Onnen-R 8 • H. Todd Van Dellen-R 8 • Alice M. Johnson-DFL 8' Wesley J. "Wes" Skoglund-DFL
Sen. Douglas J. Johnson-DFL Sen. Steve Dille-R Sen. Gen Olson-R Sen. Don 8etzold-DFL Sen. Cerol Flynn-DFL

7
A' Willard Munger-DFL 21 A•Jim Girard-R

35
A•Carol Molnau-R

49 A' Charlie Weaver-R 63
A' Jean Wagenius-DFL

8 • Mike Jaros-DFL 8· Richard Mulder-R 8 • 8ecky Kelso-DFL 8' Eldon H. Warkentin-R 8 • Edwina Garcia-DFL
Sen. Sam G. Solon-DFL Sen. Arlene J. Lesewski-R Sen. Terry D. Johnston-R Sen. Gene Merriam-DFL Sen. Jane 8. Ranum·DFL

8
A• Mary Murphy-DFL 22 A' Ted Winter-DFL

36
A' Eileen Tompkins-R 50 A'Tom Hackbarth-R 64

A• Matt Entenza·DFL
8 • 8ecky Lourey-DFL 8' Elaine Harder-R 8 • Dan McElroy-R 8' Teresa Lynch-R 8 • Howard Orenstein-DFL

.Sen. Florlan W. Chmielewski-DFL Sen. Jim Vickerrnan-DFL Sen. David L. Knutson-R Sen. Paula E. Hanson-DFL Sen. Richard J. Cohen-DFL

9
A' Kevin Goodno-R 23 A' 8arb Vickerrnan-R 37

A• Dennis Ozment-R 51 A· Mike Delmont-DFL

65
A' Andy Dawkins-DFL

8· Marvin Dauner-DFL 8 • Howard Swenson-R 8 • 8i11 Macklin-R 8 • Doug Swenson-R 8 • Carlos Mariani-DFL
Sen. Keith Langseth-DFL Sen. Dennis R. Frederickson-R Sen. Pat Pariseau-R Sen. Jane Krentz-DFL Sen. Sandra L. Pappas-DFL

10 A' 80b Anderson-DFL 24 A• John Dom-DFL

38
A.TIm Commers-R

52 A• Skip Carlson-R

66
A'Tom Osthoff-DFL

8 • Hilda 8etterrnann-R 8 • Don Ostrom-DFL 8 •Tim Pawienty-R 8 • Richard Pellow-R 8 • Alice Hausman-DFL
Sen. Cal Larson-R Sen. John C. Hottinger-DFL Sen. Deanna Wiener-DFL Sen. Steven G. Novak·DFL Sen. Ellen R. Anderson-DFL

11 A' Roxann Daggett-R 25 A' John Tuma-R

39
A· Thomas Pugh-DFL

53 A' Phil Krinkie-R 67
A' Jim Farrell-DFL

8 • Ken Otremba-DFL 8 • Lynda 8oudreau-R 8 • 80b Milbert-DFL 8' Sherry 8roecker-R 8' Steve Tnmble-DFL
Sen. Dallas C. Sams-DFL Sen. Thomas M. Neuville-R Sen. James P. Metzen-DFL Sen. Linda Runbeck-R Sen. Randy C. Kelly-DFL

12
A• Kris Hasskamp-DFL 26 A' 80b Gunther-R 40 A' Mark P. Mahon-DFL 54

A• Mary Jo McGuire-DFL
8 • Stephen G. Wenzel-DFL 8 ~ Henry J. Kalis-DFL 8 • Kevin Knight-R 8 • Mindy Greiling-DFL
Sen. Don Samuelson-DFL Sen. Tracy L. 8eckman-DFL Sen. Phil J. Riveness-DFL Sen. John Merty-DFL

13 A' Chuck 8rown-DFL 27 A• Ron Kreus-R

41
A•Alice Seagren-R

55 A' Harry Mares-R
8 • Doug Peterson·DFL 8' Robert Leighton Jr.-DFL 8 • Ken Wolf-R 8· 8etty McColium-DFL
Sen. Charles A. 8erg-DFL Sen. Pat Piper-DFL Sen. William V. 8elanger Jr.-R Sen. Kevin M. Chandler-DFL

14 A' Steve Dehier-R 28 A' Gary D. Worke-R

42
A• Ron Erherdt-R

56 A' Mark Hoisten-R
8 •Jeff 8ertrem-DFL 8 • Steven A. Sviggum·R 8 • Erik Paulsen-R 8 • Peg Larsen-R Unofficial list as of February 12, 1996
Sen. Michelle Fischbach-R Sen. Dick Day·R Sen. Roy W. Terwilliger-R Sen. Gary W. Laidig-R



State and Federal Offices
u.s. Senators

Senator
Rod Grams (R)
2013 Second Ave. N.
Anoka, MN 55303
(612) 427-5921
Fax: (612) 427-8872

u.s. Senate
Dirksen Senate Office Building
Room 261
Washington, D.C 20510
(202) 224-3244
Fax: (202) 228-0956
E-mail: mail~rams@grams.senate.gov

u.S. Representatives

First District
Gil Gutknecht (R)
1530 Greenview Drive S.W.
Suite 108
Rochester, MN 55902
(507) 252-9841
1-800-862-8632
Fax: (507) 252-9915

425 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C 20515
(202) 225-2472
Fax: (202) 225-3246
E-mail: gil@hr.house.gov

Second District
David Minge (DFL)
542 First St. S.
Montevideo, MN 56265
(612) 269-9311
1-800-453-9392
Fax: (612) 269-8651

205 E. 4th St.
Chaska, MN 55318
(612) 448-6567
Fax: (612) 448-6930

938 Fourth Ave., P.O. Box 367
Windom, MN 56101
(507) 831-0115
Fax: (507) 831-0118

1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington D.C 20515
(202) 225-2331
Fax: (202) 226-0836
E-mail: dminge@hr.house.gov

Third District
Jim Ramstad (R)
8120 Penn Ave. S.
Suite 152
Bloomington, MN 55431
(612) 881-4600
Fax: (612) 881-1943

103 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C 20515
(202) 225-2871
Fax: (202) 225-6351
E-mail: mn03@hr.house.gov

Senator
Paul Wellstone (DFL)
Room lOON.
2550 University Ave. W.
St. Paul, MN 55114
(612) 645-0323
1-800-642-6041
Fax: (612) 645-0704

417 W. Litchfield Ave. S.w.
Willmar, MN 56201
(612) 231-0001
Fax: (612) 231-0006

Fourth District
Bruce F. Vento (DFL)
Galtier Plaza, Box 100
175 E. Fifth St.
St. Paul, MN 55101-2901
(612) 224-4503
Fax: (612) 224-0575

2304 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C 20515-2304
(202) 225-6631
Fax: (202) 225-1968
E-mail: vemo@hr.house.gov

Fifth District
Martin Olav Sabo (DFL)
462 Federal Courts Building
110 S. Fourth St.
Minneapolis, MN 55401
(612) 348-1649
Fax: (612) 348-1647

2336 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C 20515
(202) 225-4755
Fax: (202) 225-4886
E-mail: msabo@hr.house.gov

Sixth District
William P. Luther (DFL)
1811 Weir Drive
Suite 150
Woodbury MN 55125
(612) 730-4949
Fax: (612) 730-0507

1419 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C 20515
(202) 225-2271
Fax: (202) 225-3368
E-mail: tellbill@hr.house.gov

Seventh District
Collin Peterson (DFL)
714 Lake Ave.
Suite 107
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
(218) 847-5056
Fax: (218) 847-5109

105 S. Second St.
Virginia, MN 55792
(218) 741-1074
Fax: (218) 741-8544

U.S. Senate
71 7 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C 20510-2303
(202) 224-5641
Fax: (202) 224-8438
E-mail: senator@Wellstone.senate.gov

Minnesota Wheat Growers Building
2600 Wheat Drive
Red Lake Falls, MN 56750
(218) 253-4356
Fax: (218) 253-4373

110 2nd St. S.
Suite 112
Waite Park, MN 56387
(612) 259-0559
Fax: (612) 259-0413

1314 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C 20515
(202) 225-2165
Fax: (202) 225-1593
E-mail: tocollin@hr.house.gov

Eighth District
James L. Oberstar (DFL)
231 Federal Building
Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 727-7474
Fax: (218) 727-8270

Brainerd City Hall
501 Laurel St.
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 828-4400
Fax: (218) 828-1412

13065 Orono Parkway
Elk River, MN 55330
(612) 241-0188
Fax: (612) 241-0233

Chisholm City Hall
316 Lake St.
Chisholm, MN 55719
(218) 254-5761
Fax: (218) 254-5132

2366 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C 20515
(202) 225-6211
Fax: (202) 225-0699
E-mail: oberstar@hr.house.gov

Unofficial list as 017/18/96



Minnesota State Agencies

Agriculture 297-2200
Commerce 296-4026
Corrections 642-0200
Children, Families and Learning 296-6104
Employee Relations 297-1184

Job Information 296-2616
Finance 296-5900
Gaming

Gambling Control Division 639-4000
MN State Lottery Division 635-8100

Toll Free 1-800-475-4000
MN Racing Commission 496-7950

Health 623-5000
Human Rights 296-5663

Toll Free 1-800-657-3704
Human Services 296-6117
Economic Security 296-3711
Labor and Industry 296-6107
Military Affairs 282-4662
Natural Resources 296-6157
Public Safety 296-6642

Driver and Vehicle Services 296-6911
Fire Marshal 215-0500
Liquor Control 296-6159
State Patrol 297-3935

Pollution Control 296-6300
Public Service 296-7107
Revenue

Taxpayer Assistance 296-3781
Toll Free 1-800-652-9094

Trade and Economic Development 297-1291
Office of Tourism 296-5029

Transportation 296-3000
Veterans Affairs 296-2562
State Information 296-6013

Constitutional Officers

Governor
ARNE CARLSON (R)
Room 130
State Capitol
St. Paul 55155
(612) 296-3391
1-800-657-3717

Lieutenant Governor
JOANNE BENSON (R)
Room 130
State Capitol
St. Paul 55155
(612) 296-3391

Secretary of State
JOAN ANDERSON GROWE (DFL)
Room 180
State Office Building
St. Paul 55155
(612) 296-2803
Election Division: 215-1440
Open Appointments: 297-5845
Business Information: 296-2803
VCc: 297-9102

State Auditor
JUDITH DUTCHER (R)
525 Park St.
Suite 400
St. Paul 55103
(612) 296-2551

State Treasurer
MICHAEL A. McGRATH (DFL)
303 State Administration Building
50 Sherburne Ave.
St. Paul 55155
(612) 296-7091

Attorney General
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY III (DFL)
Room 102
State Capitol
St. Paul 55155
(612) 296-6196
Consumer Division: 296-3353
1-800-657-3787

Legislative Coordinating Commission (LCC)
85 State Office Building 296-1121

LCC Central Accounting
198 State Office Building 296-8890

Claims (Joint Subcommittee on Claims)
55 State Office Building 296-0099

Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) Oversight Office/Subcommittee
70 State Office Building 296-0098

Legislative Advisory Commission (LAC)
Fourth Floor, Centennial Office Building
658 Cedar St., St. Paul 55155 296-4207

Audit Commission/Office of Legislative Auditor
First Floor, Centennial Office Building
658 Cedar St., St. Paul 55155 296-4708

Legislative Commission on the Economic Status of Women
85 State Office Building 296-8590
Toll-free number 1-800-657-3949

joint Subcommittee on Employee Relations (LCC)
85 State Office Building 296-2963

Legislative Commission on Health Care Access
375 State Office Building 296-0173
G-9 Capitol 296-4261

Legislative Commission on Long Term Health Care
375 State Office Building 296-0173
G-9 Capitol 296-4261

Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR)
65 State Office Building 296-2406

Legislative Commission on Pensions &: Retirement
55 State Office Building 296-2750

Legislative Commission on Planning &: Fiscal Policy
208 Capitol 296-2577

Iron Range Resources &: Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB)
P.O. Box 441, Highway 53
Eveleth 55734 218-749-7721

Mississippi River Parkway Commission
Pioneer Building, Suite 1513
336 Robert St., St. Paul 55101 224-9903

Electric Energy Task Force
321 Capitol 296-1767
479 State Office Building 296-7175

Great Lakes Commission
569 State Office Building 296-2228

State AdviSOry Council on Metropolitan Airport Planning
G-24 Capitol 296-3205
515 State Office Building 296-5091

Regent Candidate Advisory Council
85 State Office Building 296-9002

Board of Trnstees Candidate Advisory Council
85 State Office Building 296-9002

House Information 296-2146
1-800-657-3550

Senate Information 296-0504
1-888-2341112

Federal Information 1-800-688-9889

White House 1-202-456-1414
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington D.C. 20500

State DFL Party: 293-1200
State IR Party: 222-0022



MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE

175 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
100 CONSTITUTION AVENUE

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55155-1298
(612) 296-2146

PRESORTED
Bulk Rate

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

ST. Paul, MN
PERMIT NO. 4881




