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The Miracle of Minnesota — Its People

In 1858 Minnesota’s 130,000 ruzged pioneers dreamed of civilizing this
state. They were joined by immigrants from Great Britain, Scotland,
Germany, Denmark, Ireland, Norway and Sweden, and later by groups
from Finland, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Russia, Italy and Greece. The
bopes of these pioneer groups were fulfilled through their own initiative,
ability and resourcefulness. The second century of statehood offers new
frontiers and mew dreams. Among the newest is the challenge for a
dynamic industrial development. The same pioneer-like traits predict
another century of success as twentieth century industries seek to tap
the bigh level of emergy and ability of today’s 3,200,000 Minnesotans.

—From the 1957 edition of the Minnesota Legislative Manual.



Legacy Chapter One

ESSAY ON MINNESOTA’'S SESQUICENTENNIAL:
150 YEARS OF CARING FOR EACH OTHER

By Mark Ritchie, Secretary of State

On May 11, 2008, Statehood Day, Minnesota will celebrate 150 years of statethood—our
sesquicentennial. On this date and throughout the year, communities, groups, and individuals
across the state will organize events and projects to help us reflect on our history and
accomplishments. Equally important, our sesquicentennial offers an extraordinary opportunity to
plan ahead and to plant the new seeds needed to ensure we continue to grow toward our dreams.
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European immigrants who came to this region in the early 1800s found communities of indigenous
people, some of whom had arrived centuries earlier. They also found rich soils, dense forests, and
powerful waters that made farming and logging a solid foundation for our state’s early

economy. As the population grew, these new immigrants began to push for formal recognition as a
state from the federal government. Several important motivations led the drive towards this
expanded self-governance of statehood.

First, the waves of immigrants arriving at this time were largely from other countries where
freedom and its responsibilities were the subjects of ongoing, intense debate. Many of the new
residents flooding our region as a result of U.S. government subsidies had come to America for
freedom and opportunity. They knew from their own experience that these gifts did not happen
automatically or magically. Self-governance for mutual benefit required the creation of
governmental institutions with powers and with limits.

For example, it was clear to many of the early settlers that if you could not read, write, or do basic
arithmetic, you could not fully participate in the democratic process. In our state’s founding
constitution, the mandated governmental obligation was to provide a “general and uniform

system of public schools.” Many of our modern democratic institutions reflect the combined
influences of the indigenous people who first occupied these lands and the homeland experiences
of the later immigrants who came from Europe.

Second, the growth in the size of our population demanded new relationships and structures. We
needed laws written down so that everyone knew the rules. And we needed leaders we could trust
to enforce these rules. We were willing to give authority and power to tax, spend, and declare war
to a handful of people, but we did this knowing that “we the people” would be picking these
powerful few and that we retained the right to “unpick” them in the next election if we were not
satisfied with their leadership. Unfortunately, not everyone was allowed to vote in these
elections—with Native Americans and women totally excluded. This injustice has been addressed
over time, but some of the damage to our democracy still haunts us today.

Third, we wanted to be heard in Washington, D.C., in congress, where decisions were being made
that affected our ability to pursue life, liberty, and happiness. As a territory, we lived under national
laws and edicts in which we did not have any say. As a state we could send voting representatives
who could join as full partners in the great debates over slavery, war and peace, and taxation.

So much has happened in the 150 years that has confirmed the wisdom of statehood. We have
expanded liberty and justice for all—slowly, at times, but surely towards an ever-expanding
electorate. The role of the sovereign nations of indigenous people that exist within the state’s
borders has always been complicated, but there are many positive signs in the new partnerships
that have been growing over the past few decades. While discrimination and even violence against
Native Americans still occurs today, there is a strong commitment on the part of our government to
address these issues.
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Chapter One Legacy

Since the early days of statehood, we have been a progressive people. Our population and voting
rights have expanded alongside our governmental institutions—our schools, hospitals, libraries,
police and fire protections, parks, and so much more. We are proud of our heritage, and we are
dedicated to protecting it at home and defending it abroad. The heroism of Minnesota’s soldiers
from the Civil War to the World Wars and into our modern day is a measure of this dedication.

We have been successful in getting our voice heard in Washington, D.C., in all branches of
government. The U.S. Supreme Court has been enriched by many jurists, including Justice Warren
Burger, a Minnesota native who was the longest-serving chief justice in U.S. history. While no
president has come from Minnesota yet, we have sent dozens of executive branch leaders and two
vice presidents to lead our great nation.

In congress we have been blessed with powerful voices—throughout our entire 150 year history.
Today we have members who chair important committees and sit in key leadership positions in
both parties.

It was a good decision to move from territorial status to statehood 150 years ago. But where do we
go from here? While we cannot predict the future, we can see the outlines of its promises and its
challenges. We have no other choice than to embrace it, buoyed by the sacrifice, wisdom, and
support of those Minnesotans who came before us.

Like our magnificent white pines that approach maturity at 150 years, our state is just beginning to
mature. We are able to enjoy some of the benefits of these 150 years of growth, such as our strong
democracy and successful public and private institutions. We have important responsibilities that
come with maturity, such as thoughtfully planning for the future and addressing the plight of
Minnesotans who still suffer from neglect or discrimination.

We know that the decisions made 150 years ago shaped our current economy, democracy, and
natural environment. Investments we make today, inspired by our sesquicentennial achievements,
will likewise shape the Minnesota we leave to coming generations.

Our 150" birthday gives us a special reason to pause and reflect, to stand tall and celebrate, to sing
praises and offer thanks. This special sesquicentennial edition of the Minnesota Legislative Manual
is our modest contribution toward that effort, from the Office of the Secretary of State.



Legacy Chapter One

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Secretary of State’s Note: The Declaration of Independence marks the birth of our federal
government and and describes the reasons for our separation from England. The declaration set in
motion the actions that would establish the United States of America.

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

WHEN in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the
Political Bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the
Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle
them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the Separation.
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WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Happiness—That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as
to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient Causes; and
accordingly all Experience hath shewn, that Mankind are more disposed to suffer, while Evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the Forms to which they are accustomed. But
when a long Train of Abuses and Usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a
Design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to throw oft such
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future Security. Such has been the patient
Sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the Necessity which constrains them to alter their
former Systems of Government. The History of the present King of Great-Britain is a History of
repeated Injuries and Usurpations, all having in direct Object the Establishment of an absolute
Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid World.

HE has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public Good.

HE has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing Importance, unless
suspended in their Operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has
utterly neglected to attend to them.

HE has refused to pass other Laws for the Accommodation of large Districts of People, unless
those People would relinquish the Right of Representation in the Legislature, a Right inestimable
to them, and formidable to Tyrants only.

HE has called together Legislative Bodies at Places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the
Depository of their public Records, for the sole Purpose of fatiguing them into Compliance with
his Measures.

HE has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly Firmness his
Invasions on the Rights of the People.

HE has refused for a long Time, after such Dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the
Legislative Powers, incapable of the Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their
exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the Dangers of Invasion from
without, and the Convulsions within.

HE has endeavoured to prevent the Population of these States; for that Purpose obstructing the
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their Migrations hither,
and raising the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
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Chapter One Legacy

HE has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing
Judiciary Powers.

HE has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount
and Payment of their Salaries.

HE has erected a Multitude of new Offices, and sent hither Swarms of Officers to harrass our
People, and eat out their Substance.

HE has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the consent of our
Legislatures.

HE has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power.

HE has combined with others to subject us to a Jurisdiction foreign to our Constitution, and
unacknowledged by our Laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

FOR quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us;

FOR protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for any Murders which they should
commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

FOR cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World:

FOR imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

FOR depriving us, in many Cases, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury:
FOR transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences:

FOR abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein
an arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, so as to render it at once an Example and
fit Instrument for introducing the same absolute Rules into these Colonies:

FOR taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the
Forms of our Governments:

FOR suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with Power to legislate
for us in all Cases whatsoever.

HE has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against
us.

HE has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our Towns, and destroyed the Lives of our
People.

HE is, at this Time, transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of
Death, Desolation, and Tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty and Perfidy, scarcely
paralleled in the most barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized Nation.

HE has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their
Country, to become the Executioners of their Friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their
Hands.

HE has excited domestic Insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the
Inhabitants of our Frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known Rule of Warfare, is an
undistinguished Destruction, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions.

6



Legacy Chapter One

IN every stage of these Oppressions we have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble Terms:
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated Injury. A Prince, whose Character is
thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the Ruler of a free People.

NOR have we been wanting in Attentions to our British Brethren. We have warned them from
Time to Time of Attempts by their Legislature to extend an unwarrantable Jurisdiction over us. We
have reminded them of the Circumstances of our Emigration and Settlement here. We have
appealed to their native Justice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our
common Kindred to disavow these Usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our Connections
and Correspondence. They too have been deaf to the Voice of Justice and of Consanguinity. We
must, therefore, acquiesce in the Necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we
hold the rest of Mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace, Friends.
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WE, therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in GENERAL CONGRESS,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Rectitude of our Intentions, do, in
the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly Publish and Declare,
That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they
are absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political Connection between
them and the State of Great-Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as FREE AND
INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances,
establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of right
do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm Reliance on the Protection of divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.

GEORGIA, Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, Geo. Walton.

NORTH-CAROLINA, Wm. Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn.

SouTH-CAROLINA, Edward Rutledge, Thos Heyward, junr., Thomas Lynch, junr.,

Arthur Middleton.

MARYLAND, Samuel Chase, Wm. Paca, Thos. Stone, Charles Carroll, of Carrollton.

VIRGINIA, George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Ths. Jefferson, Benja. Harrison, Thos. Nelson, jr.,
Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton.

PENNSYLVANIA, Robt. Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benja. Franklin, John Morton, Geo. Clymer, Jas.
Smith, Geo. Taylor, James Wilson, Geo. Ross.

DELAWARE, Caesar Rodney, Geo. Read.

NEwW-YORK, Wm. Floyd, Phil. Livingston, Frank Lewis, Lewis Morris.

NEW-JERSEY, Richd. Stockton, Jno. Witherspoon, Fras. Hopkinson, John Hart, Abra. Clark.
NEwW-HAMPSHIRE, Josiah Bartlett, Wm. Whipple, Matthew Thornton.

MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, Saml. Adams, John Adams, Robt. Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry,

John Hancock.

RHOLDE-ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE, C. Step. Hopkins, William Ellery.

CONNECTICUT, Roger Sherman, Saml. Huntington, Wm. Williams, Oliver Wolcott.
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Chapter One Legacy
THE NORTHWEST ORDINANCE OF 1787

Secretary of State’s Note: The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was made possible when several
states, including Massachusetts, New York, Virginia, and Connecticut released their claims to the
land area west of the Appalachian Mountains extending to the Mississippi River. This area became
known as the Northwest Territory.

The Ordinance of 1787 established a government over the Northwest Territory and gave impetus to
westward expansion. This outstanding governmental document gave first national recognition to the
Bill of Rights, abolished primogeniture, provided for the encouragement of education, prohibited
slavery, and established the principle that new states should be admitted to the federal government
on equal footing with the original states.

The full effect of the Northwest Ordinance upon Minnesota law has yet to be determined. For
example, the question of whether common law in Minnesota dates from the revolution or from the
Ordinance of 1787 has been left open by decisions of the Minnesota courts.

The ordinance provided for the formation out of the Northwest Territory of not less than three nor
more than five states. The states were to be admitted to the federal government on an equal footing
with the original states. By May of 1848, five states had been formed out of the Northwest
Territory: Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin.

The state of Wisconsin was organized out of the territory of Wisconsin, the last remnant of the
Northwest Territory. Although in 1848 the territory of Wisconsin extended to the Mississippi River,
the state of Wisconsin voluntarily limited its western boundary to the St. Croix River. This
boundary limitation by the state of Wisconsin left the land area between the St. Croix and the
Mississippi available for eventual inclusion in the state of Minnesota.

The state of Minnesota can trace much of its fundamental governmental principles, and a substantial
portion of its territory, back to the Northwest Ordinance of 1787.

NORTHWEST ORDINANCE 1787

[Act of Congress, July 13, 1787]
An Ordinance for the government of the territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio.

1. Be it ordained by the United States, in Congress assembled, That the said territory, for the
purpose of temporary government, be one district, subject, however, to be divided into two districts,
as future circumstances may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient.

2. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the estates both of resident and non-resident
proprietors in the said territory, dying intestate, shall descend to, and be distributed among, their
children and the descendants of a deceased child in equal parts, the descendants of a deceased child
or grandchild to take the share of their deceased parent in equal parts among them; and where there
shall be no children or descendants, then in equal parts to the next of kin, in equal degree; and
among collaterals, the children of a deceased brother or sister of the intestate shall have, in equal
parts among them, their deceased parent’s share; and there shall, in no case, be a distinction
between kindred of the whole and half blood; saving in all cases to the widow of the intestate her
third part of the real estate for life, and one-third part of the personal estate; and this law, relative to
descents and dower, shall remain in full force until altered by the Legislature of the district. And
until the Governor and judges shall adopt laws, as hereinafter mentioned, estates in the said territory
may be devised or bequeathed by wills in writing, signed and sealed by him or her in whom the
estate may be, (being of full age), and attested by three witnesses; and real estates may be conveyed
by lease and release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed, and delivered by the person, being of full
age, in whom the estate may be, and attested by two witnesses, provided such wills be duly proved,
and such conveyances be acknowledged, or the execution thereof duly proved, and be recorded
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within one year after proper magistrates, courts, and registers, shall be appointed for that purpose;
and personal property may be transferred by delivery, saving, however, to the French and Canadian
inhabitants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Vincents, and the neighboring villages, who
have heretofore professed themselves citizens of Virginia, their laws and customs now in force
among them, relative to the descent and conveyance of property.

3. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there shall be appointed, from time to time, by
Congress, a Governor, whose commission shall continue in force for the term of three years, unless
sooner revoked by Congress; he shall reside in the district, and have a frechold estate therein, in
1,000 acres of land, while in the exercise of his office.
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4. There shall be appointed from time to time, by Congress, a Secretary, whose commission shall
continue in force for four years, unless sooner revoked; he shall reside in the district, and have a
freehold estate therein, in five hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of his office. It shall be
his duty to keep and preserve the Acts and laws passed by the Legislature, and the public records of
the district, and the proceedings of the Governor in his executive department, and transmit authentic
copies of such Acts and proceedings every six months, to the Secretary of Congress. There shall
also be appointed a court, to consist of three judges, any two of whom to form a court, who shall
have a common law jurisdiction, and reside in the district, and have each therein a freehold estate in
five hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of their offices; and their commission shall
continue in force during good behavior.

5. The Governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt and publish in the district such laws
of the original States, criminal and civil, as may be necessary, and best suited to the circumstances
of the district, and report them to Congress from time to time, which laws shall be in force in the
district until the organization of the General Assembly therein, unless disapproved of by Congress;
but afterwards the Legislature shall have authority to alter them as they shall think fit.

6. The Governor, for the time being, shall be commander-in-chief of the militia, appoint and
commission all officers in the same below the rank of general officers; all general officers shall be
appointed and commissioned by Congress.

7. Previous to the organization of the general assembly, the Governor shall appoint such
magistrates, and other civil officers, in each county or township, as he shall find necessary for the
preservation of the peace and good order in the same. After the General Assembly shall be
organized the powers and duties of magistrates and other civil officers shall be regulated and
defined by the said assembly; but all magistrates and other civil officers, not herein otherwise
directed, shall, during the continuance of this temporary government, be appointed by the Governor.

8. For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopted or made shall have force in all
parts of the district, and for the execution of process, criminal and civil, the Governor shall make
proper divisions thereof; and he shall proceed, from time to time, as circumstances may require, to
lay out the parts of the district in which the Indian titles shall have been extinguished, into counties
and townships, subject, however, to such alterations as may thereafter be made by the Legislature.
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9. So soon as there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants, of full age, in the district, upon
giving proof thereof to the Governor, they shall receive authority, with the time and place, to elect
Representatives from their counties or townships, to represent them in the General Assembly:
Provided, that for every five hundred free male inhabitants there shall be one Representative, and
soon, progressively, with the number of free male inhabitants, shall the right of representation
increase, until the number of Representatives shall amount to twenty-five; after which the number
and proportion of Representatives shall be regulated by the legislature: Provided, that no person be
eligible or qualified to act as a Representative, unless he shall have been a citizen of one of the
United States three years, and be a resident in the district, or unless he shall have resided in the
district three years; and, in either case, shall likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple, two
hundred acres of land within the same: Provided also, that a frechold in fifty acres of land in the
district, having been a citizen of one of the States, and being resident in the district, or the like
freehold and two years’ residence in the district, shall be necessary to qualify a man as an elector of
a Representative.

10. The Representatives thus elected shall serve for the term of two years; and in case of the death
of a Representative, or removal from office, the Governor shall issue a writ to the county or
township, for which he was a member, to elect another in his stead, to serve for the residue of the
term.

11. The General Assembly, or Legislature, shall consist of the Governor, Legislative Council, and a
House of Representatives. The Legislative Council shall consist of five members, to continue in
office five years, unless sooner removed by Congress; any three of whom to be a quorum; and the
members of the council shall be nominated and appointed in the following manner, to wit: As soon
as Representatives shall be elected the Governor shall appoint a time and place for them to meet
together, and when met they shall nominate ten persons, resident in the district, and each possessed
of a freehold in five hundred acres of land, and return their names to Congress, five of whom
Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid; and whenever a vacancy shall happen
in the Council, by death or removal from office, the House of Representatives shall nominate two
persons, qualified as aforesaid, for each vacancy, and return their names to Congress, one of whom
Congress shall appoint and commission for the residue of the term; and every five years, four
months at least before the expiration of the time of service of the members of the Council, the said
House shall nominate ten persons, qualified as aforesaid, and return their names to Congress, five of
whom Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as members of the Council five years,
unless sooner removed. And the Governor, Legislative Council, and House of Representatives shall
have authority to make laws in all cases for the good government of the district, not repugnant to
the principles and articles in this Ordinance established and declared. And all bills, having passed
by a majority in the House, and by a majority in the Council, shall be referred to the Governor for
his assent; but no bill or legislative Act whatever shall be of any force without his assent. The
Governor shall have power to convene, prorogue, and dissolve the General Assembly when, in his
opinion, it shall be expedient.

12. The Governor, judges, Legislative Council, Secretary, and such other officers as Congress shall
appoint in the district, shall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity, and of office; the Governor
before the President of Congress, and all other officers before the Governor. As soon as a legislature
shall be formed in the district, the Council and House assembled, in one room, shall have authority,
by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to Congress, who shall have a seat in Congress, with a right of
debating, but not of voting, during this temporary government.

13. And for extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty, which form the basis
whereon these republics, their laws and Constitutions, are erected; to fix and establish those princi-
ples as the basis of all laws, Constitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter shall be
formed in the said territory; to provide, also, for the establishment of States, and permanent govern-
ment therein, and for their admission to a share in the federal councils on an equal footing with the
original States, at as early periods as may be consistent with the general interest.
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14. It is hereby ordained and declared, by the authority aforesaid, that the following articles shall be
considered as articles of compact, between the original States and the people and States in the said
territory, and forever remain unalterable, unless by common consent, to wit:

Article I. No person demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner shall ever be molested
on account of his mode of worship, or religious sentiments in the said territories.

Art. II. The inhabitants of the said territory shall always be entitled to the benefits of the writs of
habeas corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate representation of the people in the
Legislature, and of judicial proceedings according to the course of the common law. All persons
shall be bailable, unless for capital offenses, where the proof shall be evident or the presumption
great. All fines shall be moderate, and no cruel or unusual punishments shall be inflicted. No man
shall be deprived of his liberty or property, but by the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land,
and should the public exigencies make it necessary, for the common preservation, to take any
person’s property, or to demand his particular services, full compensation shall be made for the
same. And, in the just preservation of rights and property, it is understood and declared that no law
ought ever to be made or have force in the said territory, that shall, in any manner whatever,
interfere with or affect private contracts, or engagements bona fide and without fraud previously
formed.
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Art. III. Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good government and the happiness
of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost good faith
shall always be observed towards the Indians; their lands and property shall never be taken from
them without their consent; and in their property, rights, and liberty they never shall be invaded or
disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars authorized by Congress; but laws founded in justice and
humanity shall, from time to time, be made, for preventing wrongs being done to them, and for
preserving peace and friendship with them.

Art. IV. The said territory, and the States which may be formed therein, shall forever remain a part
of this Confederacy of the United States of America, subject to the Articles of Confederation, and
to such alterations therein as shall be constitutionally made; and to all the Acts and Ordinances of
the United States in Congress assembled, conformable thereto. The inhabitants and settlers in the
said territory shall be subject to pay a part of the federal debts, contracted, or to be contracted, and a
proportional part of the expenses of government, to be apportioned on them by Congress, according
to the same common rule and measure by which apportionments thereof shall be made on the other
States; and the taxes for paying their proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and
direction of the Legislatures of the district, or districts, or new States, as in the original States,
within the time agreed upon by the United States in Congress assembled. The Legislatures of those
districts, or new States, shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil by the United
States in Congress assembled, nor with any regulations Congress may find necessary for securing
the title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on lands the property of
the United States; and in no case shall nonresident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. The
navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and Saint Lawrence, and the carrying places between
the same, shall be common highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of the said
territory as to the citizens of the United States, and those of any other States that may be admitted
into the Confederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty therefor.
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Art. V. There shall be formed in the said territory not less than three nor more than five States; and
the boundaries of the States, as soon as Virginia shall alter her Act of cession, and consent to the
same, shall become fixed and established as follows, to wit: The western State, in the said territory,
shall be bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio, and the Wabash rivers; a direct line drawn from the
Wabash and Post Vincents, due north, to the territorial line between the United States and Canada;
and by the said territorial line to the Lake of the Woods and Mississippi. The middle States shall be
bounded by the said direct line, the Wabash from Post Vincents to the Ohio, by the Ohio, by a direct
line drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami to the said territorial line, and by the said
territorial line. The eastern State shall be bounded by the last mentioned direct line, the Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and the said territorial line: Provided, however, and it is further understood and
declared, that the boundaries of these three States, shall be subject so far to be altered, that, if
Congress shall hereafter find it expedient, they shall have authority to form one or two States in that
part of the said territory which lies north of an east and west line drawn through the southerly bend
or extreme of Lake Michigan. And whenever any of the said States shall have sixty thousand free
inhabitants therein, such State shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the Congress of the United
States, on an equal footing with the original States, in all respects whatever; and shall be at liberty
to form a permanent Constitution and State government: Provided, the Constitution and
government, so to be formed, shall be republican, and in conformity to the principles contained in
these Articles, and, so far as it can be consistent with the general interest of the Confederacy, such
admission shall be allowed at an earlier period, and when there may be a less number of free
inhabitants in the State than sixty thousand.

Art. VL. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than
in the punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: Provided always,
that any person escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one
of the original States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the person claiming
his or her labor or service as aforesaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the resolutions of the 23rd of April, 1784, relative to
the subject of this Ordinance, be, and the same are hereby, repealed, and declared null and void.

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled, the 13th day of July, in the year of our Lord
1787, and of their sovereignty and independence the 12th.

Boundaries
g% Indefinite ENGLAND

TERRITORY

KENTUCKY

“TENNESSEE

The Northwest Territory, 1787.
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THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Secretary of State’s Note: In 1787, the original states, except Rhode Island, collectively appointed
70 men to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia. In all, 55 attended and 39 signed the
constitution. The constitution’s framers worked to develop a document that would provide a
stronger central government than the Articles of Confederation but that would also preserve tenets
of independence and individual rights espoused by other fundamental documents like the Magna
Carta and Declaration of Independence. The framers drew heavily upon Athenian and English
political philosophy to find the right balance.
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The constitution was adopted September 17, 1787, by the unanimous consent of the states present
in the convention appointed pursuant to the February 21, 1787, resolution of the congress of the
confederation, and was ratified by the conventions of the several states, as follows: By
convention of Delaware, December 7, 1787; Pennsylvania, December 12, 1787; New Jersey,
December 18, 1787; Georgia, January 2, 1788; Connecticut, January 9, 1788; Massachusetts,
February 6, 1788; Maryland, April 28, 1788; South Carolina, May 23, 1788; New Hampshire, June
21, 1788; Virginia, June 26, 1788; New York, July 26, 1788; North Carolina, November 21, 1789;
Rhode Island, May 29, 1790.

The first ten of the amendments—also known collectively as the “Bill of Rights”— were proposed at
the first session of the First Congress of the United States, September 25, 1789; and were finally
ratified by the constitutional number of states December 15, 1791. The eleventh amendment was
proposed at the first session of the Third Congress, March 5, 1794, and was declared in a message
from the president of the United States to both houses of congress, dated January 8, 1798, to have
been adopted by the constitutional number of states. The twelfth amendment was proposed at the
first session of the Eighth Congress, December 12, 1803, and was adopted by the constitutional
number of states in 1804, according to a public notice thereof by the secretary of state, dated
September 25, 1804.

The thirteenth amendment took effect December 18, 1865.
The fourteenth amendment took effect July 28, 1868.

The fifteenth amendment took effect March 30, 1870.

The sixteenth amendment took effect February 25, 1913.
The seventeenth amendment took effect May 31, 1913.
The eighteenth amendment took effect January 29, 1920.
The nineteenth amendment took effect August 27, 1920.
The twentieth amendment took effect February 6, 1933.
The twenty-first amendment took effect December 5, 1933.
The twenty-second amendment took effect March 1, 1951.
The twenty-third amendment took effect April 3, 1961.

The twenty-fourth amendment took effect February 4, 1964.
The twenty-fifth amendment took effect February 23, 1967.
The twenty-sixth amendment took effect July 5, 1971.

The twenty-seventh amendment took effect May 18, 1992.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the
United States of America.

ARTICLE I

Section 1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a congress of the United States,
which shall consist of a senate and a house of representatives.

Sec. 2. The house of representatives shall be composed of members chosen every second year by
the people of the several states, and the electors in each state shall have the qualifications requisite
for electors of the most numerous branch of the state legislature.

No person shall be a representative who shall not have attained to the age of twenty-five years and
been seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of
that state in which he shall be chosen.Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among
the several states which may be included within this Union according to their respective numbers,
which shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, including those bound to
service for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. The
actual enumeration shall be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congress of the
United States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law
direct. The number of representatives shall not exceed one for every 30,000, but each state shall
have at least one representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New
Hampshire shall be entitled to choose 3; Massachusetts, 8; Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations, 1; Connecticut, 5; New York, 6; New Jersey, 4; Pennsylvania, 8; Delaware, 1;
Maryland, 6; Virginia, 10; North Carolina, 5; South Carolina, 5; Georgia, 3.

When vacancies happen in the representation from any state the executive authority thereof shall
issue writs of election to fill such vacancies.

The house of representatives shall choose their speaker and other officers, and shall have the sole
power of impeachment.

Sec. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two senators from each state, elected
by the people thereof, for six years; and each senator shall have one vote. The electors in each state
shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the state
legislatures.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first election, they shall be
divided, as equally as may be, into three classes. The seats of the senators of the first class shall be
vacated at the expiration of the second year; of the second class at the expiration of the fourth year;
and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third may be chosen every
second year. When vacancies happen in the representation of any state in the Senate, the executive
authority of such state shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, that the
legislature of any state may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until
the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.

No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained to the age of thirty years, and been nine
years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that state

for which he shall be chosen.

The vice president of the United States shall be president of the senate, but shall have no vote
unless they be equally divided.
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The senate shall choose their own officers, and also a president pro tempore, in the absence of the
vice president, or when he shall exercise the office of president of the United States.

The senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for that purpose they
shall be on oath or affirmation. When the president of the United States is tried, the chief justice
shall preside; and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the
members present.

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States; but the
party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and
punishment according to law.
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Sec. 4. The times, places and manner of holding elections for senators and representatives shall be
prescribed in each state by the legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by law make or
alter such regulations, except as to the places of choosing senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meetings shall be on the first
Monday in December, unless they shall, by law, appoint a different day.

Sec. 5. Each house shall be the judge of the election returns and qualifications of its own members,
and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn
from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such
manner and under such penalties as each house may provide.

Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disorderly behavior,
and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member.

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time publish the same;
excepting such parts as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the
members of either house on any question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered
on the journal.

Neither house, during the session of congress, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two houses shall be sitting.

Sec. 6. The senators and representatives shall receive a compensation for their services, to be
ascertained by law and paid out of the treasury of the United States. They shall, in all cases except
treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the
session of their respective houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any speech
or debate in either house they shall not be questioned in any other place.

No senator or representative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be appointed to any
civil office under the authority of the United States which shall have been created or the
emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no person holding any office
under the United States shall be a member of either house during his continuance in office.

Sec. 7. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the house of representatives, but the senate
may propose or concur with amendments, as on other bills.
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Every bill which shall have passed the house of representatives and the senate shall, before it
becomes a law, be presented to the president of the United States; if he approve, he shall sign it; but
if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall have originated, who
shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such
reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with
the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and, if approved by
two-thirds of that house, it shall become a law. But in all cases the votes of both houses shall be
determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be
entered on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the president
within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a
law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their adjournment prevent its
return; in which case it shall not be a law.

Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of the senate and house of representatives
may be necessary (except on a question of adjournment) shall be presented to the president of the
United States, and, before the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or being
disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the senate and house of representatives,
according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.

Sec. 8. The Congress shall have power: To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay
the debts and provide for the common defense and general welfare of the United States; but all
duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform through the United States;

To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several states, and with the Indian
tribes;

To establish a uniform rule of naturalization and uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies
throughout the United States;

To coin money, regulate the value thereof and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and
measures;

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the United States;
To establish post offices and post roads;

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited times, to authors and
inventors, the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries;

To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court;

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas, and offenses, against the
laws of nations;

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules concerning captures on land
and water;

To raise and support armies; but no appropriation of money to that use shall be for a longer term
than two years;

To provide and maintain a navy;

To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and naval forces;
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To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections and
repel invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the militia, and for governing such part of them
as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the states, respectively, the
appointment of the officers and the authority of training the militia according to the discipline
prescribed by Congress;

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever over such district (not exceeding ten miles
square) as may, by cession of particular states and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of
the government of the United States; and to exercise like authority over all places purchased by the
consent of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts,
magazines, arsenals, dock yards, and other needful buildings; and To make all laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested
by this Constitution in the government of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof.
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Sec. 9. The migration or importation of such persons as any of the states now existing shall think
proper to admit shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred
and eight; but a tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each
person.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless when, in case of rebellion
or invasion, the public safety may require it.

No bill of attainder, or ex post facto law, shall be passed.

No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the census or enumeration
hereinbefore directed to be taken.

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any state.

No preference shall be given, by any regulation of commerce or revenue, to the ports of one state
over those of another; nor shall vessels bound to or from one state be obliged to enter, clear or pay
duties in another.

No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of appropriations made by law; and
a regular statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be
published from time to time.

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States, and no person holding any office of profit
and trust under them shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of any present, emolument,
office or title of any kind whatever, from any king, prince or foreign state.

Sec. 10. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance or confederation; grant letters of marque and
reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit; make anything but gold and silver coin a tender in
payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of
contracts or grant any title of nobility.

No state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports,
except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and the net produce of
all duties and imposts laid by any state on imports or exports shall be for the use of the treasury of
the United States; and all such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of the Congress.

No state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships of
war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another state or with a foreign
power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded or in such imminent danger as will not admit of
delay.

17



[}
=
o
S
o
2
o
©
<
o

Chapter One Legacy
ARTICLE 11

Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in a president of the United States of America. He
shall hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the vice president, chosen for
the same term, be elected as follows:

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature thereof may direct, a number of electors
equal to the whole number of senators and representatives to which the state may be entitled in the
Congress; but no senator or representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit under the
United States, shall be appointed an elector.

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at
least shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. And they shall make a list of all
the persons voted for, and the number of votes for each; which list they shall sign and certify, and
transmit, sealed, to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the president of the
senate. The president of the senate shall, in the presence of the senate and house of representatives,
open all the certificates; and the votes shall then be counted. The person having the greatest number
of votes shall be appointed, if such a number be a majority of the whole number of electors
appointed; and if there be more than one who have such majority, and have an equal number of
votes, then the house of representatives shall immediately choose, by ballot, one of them for
president; and if no person have a majority, then from the five highest on the list the said house
shall, in like manner, choose the president. But in choosing the president the vote shall be taken by
states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of
a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be
necessary to a choice. In every case after the choice of the president, the person having the greatest
number of votes of the electors shall be the vice president. But if there should remain two or more
who have equal votes, the senate shall choose from them, by ballot, the vice president.

The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on which they shall
give their votes; which day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at the time of the adoption
of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the office of president; neither shall any person be eligible
to that office who shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years and been fourteen years a
resident within the United States.

In case of the removal of the president from office, or of his death, resignation, or inability to
discharge the powers and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the vice president;
and the Congress may by law provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both
of the president and vice president, declaring what officer shall then act as president, and such
officer shall act accordingly until the disability be removed, or a president shall be elected.

The president shall, at stated times, receive for his services a compensation which shall neither be
increased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected; and he shall not
receive within that period any other emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the execution of his office he shall take the following oath or affirmation:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of president of the United
States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the
United States.”

Sec. 2. The president shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States, and of
the militia of the several states, when called into the actual service of the United States; he may
require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive departments, upon
any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices; and he shall have power to grant
reprieves and pardons for offenses against the United States, except in cases of impeachment.
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Legacy Chapter One

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, to make treaties, provided
two-thirds of the senators present concur, and he shall nominate, and by and with the advice and
consent of the senate shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls, judges of the
supreme court, and all other officers of the United States whose appointments are not herein
otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law. But the Congress may, by law, vest
the appointment of such inferior officers as they think proper in the president alone, in the courts of
law, or in the heads of departments.

The president shall have power to fill all vacancies that may happen during the recess of the senate,
by granting commissions which shall expire at the end of their next session.
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Sec. 3. He shall, from time to time, give to the Congress information of the state of the Union, and
recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient. He
may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both houses, or either of them; and in case of
disagreement between them with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such
time as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers. He shall take
care that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the officers of the United States.

Sec. 4. The president, vice president, and all civil officers of the United States shall be removed
from office on impeachment for and conviction of treason, bribery, or other high crimes and
misdemeanors.

ARTICLE I1I

Section 1. The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one supreme court, and in such
inferior courts as the Congress may, from time to time, ordain and establish. The judges, both of the
supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior, and shall, at stated times,
receive for their services a compensation which shall not be diminished during their continuance in
office.

Sec. 2. The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and equity, arising under this Constitu-
tion, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be made under their authority;
to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and
maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the United States shall be a party; to controversies
between two or more states, between a state and citizens of another state, between citizens of
different states, between citizens of the same state claiming lands under grants of different states,
and between a state or the citizens thereof add foreign states, citizens or subjects.

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and those in which a state
shall be party, the supreme court shall have original jurisdiction. In all the other cases before
mentioned the supreme court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such
exceptions and under such regulations as the Congress shall make.

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury, and such trial shall be held
in the state where the said crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any
state, the trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress may by law have directed.

Sec. 3. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against them, or in
adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason

unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason, but no attainder of treason
shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the person attained.
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Chapter One Legacy
ARTICLE 1V

Section 1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public acts, records and judicial
proceedings of every other state. And the Congress may by general laws prescribe the manner in
which such acts, records and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof.

Sec. 2. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the
several states.

A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or other crime, who shall flee from justice and
be found in another state, shall on demand of the executive authority of the state from which he
fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the state having jurisdiction of the crime.

No person held to service or labor in one state under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall,
in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall
be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due.

Sec. 3. New states may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new state shall be
formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any other state, nor any state be formed by the junction
of two or more states or parts of states, without the consent of the legislatures of the states con-
cerned, as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all needful rules and regulations respecting
the territory or other property belonging to the United States, and nothing in this Constitution shall
be so construed as to prejudice any claims of the United States or of any particular state.

Sec. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every state in the Union a republican form of
government; and shall protect each of them against invasion, and, on application of the legislature,
or of the executive (when the legislature cannot be convened), against domestic violence.

ARTICLE V

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amend-
ments to this Constitution, or, on the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several
states, shall call a convention for proposing amendments, which in either case shall be valid, to all
intents and purposes, as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths
of the several states, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of
ratification may be proposed by the congress; provided, that no amendment which may be made
prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any manner affect the first and fourth
clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and that no state, without its consent, shall be
deprived of its equal suffrage in the senate.

ARTICLE VI
All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the adoption of this Constitution, shall be
as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the confederation.

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and
all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the
supreme law of the land, and the judges in every state shall be bound thereby, anything in the
Constitution or laws of any state to the contrary notwithstanding.

The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the members of the several state
legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the several
states, shall be bound by oath or affirmation to support this Constitution, but no religious test shall
ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United States.
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Legacy Chapter One
ARTICLE VII

The ratification of the conventions of nine states shall be sufficient for the establishment of this
Constitution between the states so ratifying the same.

AMENDMENT I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise

thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, or to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
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AMENDMENT II

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to
keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.

AMENDMENT III

No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without the consent of the owner, nor
in time of war but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

AMENDMENT IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrant shall issue but upon
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be
searched and the persons or things to be seized.

AMENDMENT V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in
the militia, when in actual service, in time of war and public danger; nor shall any person be subject
for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any
criminal case to be witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation.

AMENDMENT VI

In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an
impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district
shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for
obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.

AMENDMENT VII

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial
by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any court in
the United States than according to the rules of the common law.

AMENDMENT VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.
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Chapter One Legacy
AMENDMENT IX

The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage
others retained by the people.

AMENDMENT X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states,
are reserved to the states, respectively, or to the people.

AMENDMENT XI

The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity,
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by citizens of another state, or by
citizens or subjects of any foreign state.

AMENDMENT XII

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for president and vice president,
one of whom at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name
in their ballots the person voted for as president, and in distinct ballot the person voted for as vice
president; and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as president and of all persons
voted for as vice president, and of the number of votes for each; which lists they shall sign and
certify, and transmit, sealed, to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the
president of the senate; the president of the senate shall, in presence of the senate and house of
representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted; the person having the
greatest number of votes for president shall be the president; if such number be a majority of the
whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons
having the highest numbers, not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as president, the
house of representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the president. But in choosing the
president the vote shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a
quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states; and a
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the house of representatives shall not
choose a president whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of
March next following, then the vice president shall act as president, as in the case of the death or
other constitutional

disability of the president.

The person having the greatest number of votes as vice president shall be the vice president, if such
number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed, and if no person have a majority,
then, from the two highest numbers on the list, the senate shall choose the vice president; a quorum
for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of senators, and a majority of the
whole number shall be necessary to a choice.

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of president shall be eligible to that of vice
president of the United States.

AMENDMENT XIII
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to

their jurisdiction.

Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
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Legacy Chapter One
AMENDMENT XIV

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or
enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States;
nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law, nor
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Sec. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several states according to their respective
numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But
when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for president and vice president of
the United States, representatives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers of a state, or the
members of the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such state, being
twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for
participation in rebellion or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the
proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens
twenty-one years of age in such state.
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Sec. 3. No person shall be a senator or representative in Congress or elector of president and vice
president, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any state, who,
having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or
as a member of any state legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any state, to support
the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the
same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of
each house remove such disability.

Sec. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts
incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion,
shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any state shall assume or pay any debt or
obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the
loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal
and void.

Sec. 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this
article.

AMENDMENT XV

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States, or by any state, on account of race, color or previous condition of servitude.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
AMENDMENT XVI

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived,
without apportionment among the several states, and without regard to any census or enumeration.
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AMENDMENT XVII

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each state, elected by the
people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each state shall
have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the state legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any state in the Senate, the executive authority of
such state shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, that the legislature of any
state may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointment until the people fill the
vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.
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This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any Senator chosen
before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.

AMENDMENT XVIII

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation
of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the
United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby
prohibited.

Sec. 2. The Congress and the several states shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by
appropriate
legislation.

AMENDMENT XIX

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or any state on account of sex.

Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
AMENDMENT XX

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of
January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3rd day of January, of the
years in which such terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of
their

successors shall then begin.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at
noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

Sec. 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President elect shall
have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been chosen
before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to
qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified; and
the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President
elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one
who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice
President shall have qualified.

Sec. 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons from
whom the House of Representatives may choose a President whenever the right of choice shall have
devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may
choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them.
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Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification of
this article.

AMENDMENT XXI

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby
repealed.

Sec. 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United States
for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby
prohibited.
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AMENDMENT XXII

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of President more than twice, and no person who
has held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two years of a term to which
some other person was elected President shall be elected to the office of the President more than
once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this Article
was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be holding the office of
President, or acting as President, during the term within which this Article becomes operative from
holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the remainder of such term.

AMENDMENT XXIII

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint in
such manner as the Congress may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators and
Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no
event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the states,
but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and Vice President, to be
electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as
provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
AMENDMENT XXIV

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for
President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or
Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by
reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XXV

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice
President shall become President.

Sec. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall nominate

a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of
Congress.
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Sec. 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers
and duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such
powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as acting President.

Sec. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive
departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that
the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall
immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the
powers and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the principal offi-
cers of the executive department or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit
within four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours
for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter
written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is
required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the
same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

AMENDMENT XXVI

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.

Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
AMENDMENT XXVII

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take
effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.
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Legacy Chapter One
THE ORGANIC ACT OF 1849

Secretary of State’s Note: Congress passed the organic act on March 3, 1849, to provide for the
territorial government of Minnesota. The boundaries of the territory of Minnesota were Canada on
the north, Wisconsin on the east, lowa on the south, and the Missouri and White Earth rivers on the
west.

The movement to create a territorial government arose from the necessity for formal government in
the land area remaining after formation of the states of Wisconsin and Iowa.

The formation of the state of lowa in 1846 left Minnesota’s land area west of the Mississippi
without territorial government. The triangular area between the St. Croix River and the Mississippi
River was left without territorial government when the state of Wisconsin was admitted to the
Union in 1848. By 1848 the land area from the St. Croix River west to the Missouri and White
Earth Rivers was without territorial government—a veritable “no man’s land.” Consequently, when
Henry H. Sibley was elected delegate to congress from this area, he worked with U.S. Senator
Stephen A. Douglas, chairman of the senate committee on territories, to bring about passage of an
organic act for the establishment of territorial government for Minnesota.

The organic act provided for a governor, secretary, judicial system, legislative assembly, and a
delegate to congress. Legislators and the delegate to congress were elected; all other officers were
appointed.

The legislative assembly consisted of two houses, a council composed of nine members and a house
of representatives with 18 members. The first session of the legislature convened on September 3,
1849, in the Central House at the corner of Bench and Minnesota Streets in St. Paul. Since that time
St. Paul has been the capital of Minnesota. An important provision of the organic act was the
reservation of sections 16 and 36 of each township for school purposes.

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OF MINNESOTA
[Passed March 3, 1849]

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage of this act, all that part of the territory of
the United States which lies within the following limits, to-wit: Beginning in the Mississippi river at
the point where the line of forty-three degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude crosses the same;
thence running due west on said line, which is the northern boundary of the state of lowa, to the
northwest corner of the said state of lowa; thence southerly along the western boundary of said state
to the point where said boundary strikes the Missouri river; thence up the middle of the main chan-
nel of the Missouri river to the mouth of White Earth river; thence up the middle of the main chan-
nel of the White Earth river to the boundary line between the possessions of the United States and
Great Britain, thence east and south of east along the boundary line between the possessions of the
United States and Great Britain to Lake Superior; thence in a straight line to the northernmost point
of the state of Wisconsin in Lake Superior; thence along the western boundary line of said state of
Wisconsin to the Mississippi river; thence down the main channel of said river to the place of
beginning, be and the same is hereby erected into a temporary government by the name of the
Territory of Minnesota; provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be construed to inhibit the
government of the United States from dividing said Territory into two or more territories, in such
manner and at such times as Congress shall deem convenient and proper, or from attaching any
portion of said Territory to any other state or territory of the United States.
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Chapter One Legacy

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive power and authority in and over said Territory
of Minnesota shall be vested in a governor, who shall hold his office for four years, and until his
successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the president of the United
States. The governor shall reside within said Territory; shall be commander-in-chief of the militia
thereof; shall perform the duties and receive the emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs. He
may grant pardons for offenses against the law of said Territory, and reprieves for offenses against
the laws of the United States until the decision of the president can be made known thereon; he
shall commission all officers who shall be appointed to office under the laws of the said Territory,
and shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a secretary of said Territory, who shall reside
therein, and hold his office for four years, unless sooner removed by the president of the United
States; he shall record and preserve all the laws and proceedings of the legislative assembly
hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and proceedings of the governor in his executive
department; he shall transmit one copy of the laws and one copy of the executive proceedings, on or
before the first day of December in each year, to the president of the United States, and at the same
time two copies of the laws to the speaker of the house of representatives, and the president of the
senate for the use of Congress. And in case of the death, removal, resignation, or necessary absence
of the governor from the Territory, the secretary shall be and he is hereby authorized and required to
execute and perform all the powers and the duties of the governor during such vacancy or necessary
absence or until another governor shall be duly appointed to fill such vacancy.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power and authority of said Territory shall be
vested in the governor and a legislative assembly. The legislative assembly shall consist of a council
and house of representatives. The council shall consist of nine members having the qualifications of
voters, as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of service shall continue two years. The house of
representatives shall, at its first session, consist of eighteen members, possessing the same
qualifications as prescribed for members of the council, and whose term of service shall continue
one year. The number of councilors and representatives may be increased by the legislative
assembly, from time to time, in proportion to the increase of population; provided, that the whole
number shall never exceed fifteen councilors and thirty-nine representatives. An apportionment
shall be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several counties or districts for the election
of the council and representatives, giving to each section of the Territory representation in the ratio
of its population, Indians excepted, as nearly as may be. And the members of the council and of the
house of representatives shall reside in and be inhabitants of the districts for which they may be
elected, respectively. Previous to the first election, the governor shall cause a census or enumeration
of the inhabitants of the several counties and districts of the Territory to be taken, and the first
election shall be held at such times and places and be conducted in such manner as the governor
shall appoint and direct, and he shall, at the same time, declare the number of members of the
council and house of representatives to which each of the counties and districts shall be entitled
under this act. The number of persons authorized to be elected having the highest number of votes,
in each of said council districts for members of the council, shall be declared by the governor to be
duly elected to the council, and the person or persons authorized to be elected, having the greatest
number of votes for the house of representatives, equal to the number to which each county or
district shall be entitled, shall also be declared by the governor to be duly elected members of the
house of representatives; provided, that in case of a tie between two or more persons voted for, the
governor shall order a new election to supply the vacancy made by such tie. And the persons thus
elected to the legislative assembly shall meet at such place on such day as the governor shall
appoint, but thereafter the time, place and manner of holding and conducting all elections by the
people, and the apportioning of the representation in the several counties or districts to the council
and house of representatives, according to the population, shall be prescribed by laws, as well as the
day of the commencement of the regular session of the legislative assembly; provided, that no one
session shall exceed the term of sixty days.
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Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every free white male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one
years, who shall have been a resident of said Territory at the time of the passage of this act, shall be
entitled to vote at the first election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said Territory; but
the qualifications of voters and of holding office at all subsequent elections shall be such as shall be
prescribed by the legislative assembly; provided, that the right of suffrage and of holding office
shall be exercised only by citizens of the United States and those who shall have declared on oath
their intention to become such, and shall have taken an oath to support the constitution of the
United States and the provisions of this act.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power of the Territory shall extend to all
rightful subjects of legislation, consistent with the Constitution of the United States and the
provisions of this act; but no law shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no
tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor shall the lands or other property of
non-residents be taxed higher than the lands or other property of residents. All the laws passed by
the legislative assembly and governor shall be submitted to the Congress of the United States, and if
disapproved shall be null and of no effect.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township, district and county officers, not herein
otherwise provided for, shall be appointed or elected, as the case may be, in such manner as shall be
provided by the governor and legislative assembly of the Territory of Minnesota. The governor shall
nominate and, by and with the advice and consent of the legislative council, appoint all officers not
herein otherwise provided for, and, in the first instance, the governor alone may appoint all said
officers, who shall hold their offices until the end of the next session of the legislative assembly.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no member of the legislative assembly shall hold or be
appointed to any office which shall have been created, or the salary or emoluments of which shall
have been increased, while he was a member, during the term for which he was elected, and for one
year after the expiration of such term; and no person holding a commission or appointment under
the United States, except postmasters, shall be a member of the legislative assembly, or shall hold
any office under the government of said Territory.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power of said Territory shall be vested in a
supreme court, district courts, probate courts, and in justices of the peace. The supreme court shall
consist of a chief justice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and
who shall hold a term at the seat of government of said Territory annually; and they shall hold their
offices during the period of four years. The said Territory shall be divided into three judicial
districts, and a district court shall be held in each of said districts by one of the justices of the
supreme court, at such time and places as may be prescribed by law; and the said judges shall, after
their appointment, respectively, reside in the districts which shall be assigned them. The jurisdiction
of the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and original, and that of probate courts and
justices of the peace, shall be as limited by law; provided, that the justices of the peace shall not
have jurisdiction of any matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may be in dis-
pute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars; and the said supreme and
district courts, respectively, shall possess chancery as well as common law jurisdiction. Each district
court, or the judges thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, and
shall keep his office at the place where the court may be held. Writs of error, bills of exception and
appeals shall be allowed in all cases from the final decisions of said district courts to the supreme
court, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law, but in no case removed to the supreme
court shall trial by jury be allowed in said court. The supreme court, or the justices thereof, shall
appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the court for which he
shall have been appointed. Writs of error and appeals from the final decisions of said supreme court
shall be allowed, and may be taken to the supreme court of the United States, in the same manner
and under the same regulations as from the circuit courts of the United States, where the value of
the property or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation of either
party, or other competent witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars; and each of the said district
courts shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction, in all cases arising under the constitution and
laws of the United States, as is vested in the circuit and district courts of the United States; and the
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Chapter One Legacy

first six days of every term of said courts, or so much thereof as shall be necessary, shall be
appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said constitution and laws; and writs of error
and appeal in all such cases shall be made to the supreme court of said Territory, the same as in
other cases. The said clerk shall receive in all such cases the same fees which the clerks of the dis-
trict courts of the late Wisconsin Territory received for similar services.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed an attorney for said Territory, who
shall continue in office for four years, unless sooner removed by the president, and who shall
receive the same fees and salary as the attorney of the United States for the late Territory of
Wisconsin received. There shall also be a marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall hold his
office for four years, unless sooner removed by the president, and who shall hold his office for four
years, unless sooner removed by the president, and who shall execute all processes issuing from the
said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction as circuit and district courts of the United States; he
shall perform the duties, be subject to the same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the
same fees as the marshal of the district court of the United States for the late Territory of Wisconsin;
and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars annually as a compensation for extra services.

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary, chief justice and associate justices,
attorney and marshal, shall be nominated and by and with the advice and consent of the senate,
appointed by the president of the United States. The governor and secretary to be appointed as
aforesaid shall, before they act as such, respectively, take an oath or affirmation, before the district
judge, or some justice of the peace in the limits of said Territory, duly authorized to administer
oaths and affirmations by the laws now in force therein, or before the chief justice, or some
associate justice of the supreme court of the United States, to support the constitution of the United
States, and faithfully to discharge the duties of their respective offices, which said oaths, when so
taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the same shall have been taken, and such
certificates shall be received and recorded by the said secretary among the executive proceedings;
and the chief justice and associate justices, and all other civil officers in said Territory, before they
act as such, shall take a like oath or affirmation, before the said governor or secretary, or some
judge or justice of the peace of the Territory, who may be duly commissioned and qualified, which
said oath or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted, by the person taking the same, to the
secretary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; and afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall be
taken, certified and recorded in such manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The governor
shall receive an annual salary of $1,500 as governor, and $1,000 as superintendent of Indian affairs.
The chief justice and associate justice shall each receive an annual salary of $1,800. The secretary
shall receive an annual salary of $1,800. The said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, at the
treasury of the United States. The members of the legislative assembly shall be entitled to receive
three dollars each per day during their attendance at the session thereof, and three dollars each for
every twenty miles traveled in going to and returning from the said sessions, estimated according to
the nearest usually traveled route. There shall be appropriated, annually, the sum of $1,000, to be
expended by the governor to defray the contingent expenses of the Territory; and there shall also be
appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum to be expended by the secretary of the Territory, and upon
an estimate to be made by the secretary of the treasury of the United States, to defray the expenses
of the legislative assembly, the printing of the laws, and other incidental expenses, and the secretary
of the Territory shall annually account to the secretary of the treasury of the United States for the
manner in which the aforesaid sum shall have been expended.

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of the said Territory shall be entitled to all
the rights, privileges and immunities heretofore granted and secured to the Territory of Wisconsin
and to its inhabitants; and the laws in force in the Territory of Wisconsin at the date of the
admission of the State of Wisconsin shall continue to be valid and operative therein, so far as the
same be not incompatible with the provisions of this act, subject, nevertheless, to be altered,
modified or repealed by the governor and legislative assembly of the said Territory of Minnesota;
and the laws of the United States are hereby extended over and declared to be in force in said
Territory, so far as the same, or any provision thereof, may be applicable.
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Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the legislative assembly of the Territory of Minnesota shall
hold its first session in St. Paul; and at said first session the governor and legislative assembly shall
locate and establish a temporary seat of government for said Territory, at such place as they may
deem eligible; and shall at such time as they shall see proper prescribe by law the manner of
locating the permanent seat of government of said Territory by a vote of the people. And the sum of
twenty thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby
appropriated and granted to said Territory of Minnesota, to be applied by the governor and
legislative assembly to the erection of suitable public buildings at the seat of government.
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Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate of the house of representatives of the United
States, to serve for the term of two years, may be elected by the voters qualified to elect members
of the legislative assembly, who shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges as are exercised
and enjoyed by the delegates from the several other territories of the United States to the said house
of representatives. The first election shall be held at such time and places and be conducted in such
manner as the governor shall appoint and direct; and at all subsequent elections the times, places
and manner of holding. the elections shall be prescribed by law. The person having the greatest
number of votes shall be declared by the governor to be duly elected, and a certificate thereof shall
be given accordingly.

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process and proceedings, civil and criminal, at law
or in chancery, and all indictments and information, which shall be pending and undetermined in the
courts of the Territory of Wisconsin, within the limits of said Territory of Minnesota, when this act
shall take effect, shall be transferred to be heard, tried, prosecuted and determined in the district
courts hereby established, which may include the counties or districts where any such proceedings
may be pending. All bonds, recognizances, and obligations of every kind whatsoever, valid under
the existing laws, within the limits of said Territory, shall be valid under this act; and all crimes and
misdemeanors against the laws, in force within said limits, may be prosecuted, tried, and punished
in the courts established by this act; and all penalties, forfeitures, actions and causes of action may
be recovered under this act the same as they would have been under the laws in force within the
limits composing said Territory at the time this act shall go into operation.

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That all justices of the peace, constables, sheriffs, and all other
judicial and ministerial officers, who shall be in office within the limits of said Territory, when this
act shall take effect, shall be and they are hereby authorized and required to continue to exercise
and perform the duties of their respective offices as officers of the Territory of Minnesota,
temporarily, and until they or others shall be duly appointed and qualified to fill their places, in the
manner herein directed, or until their offices shall be abolished.

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of $5,000 be and the same is hereby appropriated
out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by and under the
direction of the said governor of the Territory of Minnesota, in the purchase of a library, to be kept
at the seat of government for the use of the governor, legislative assembly, judges of the supreme
court, secretary, marshal, and attorneys of said Territory, and such other persons and under such
regulations as shall be prescribed by law.

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in said Territory shall be surveyed under the
direction of the government of the United States, preparatory to bringing the same into market,
sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each township in said Territory shall be and the same
are hereby reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools in said Territory, and in the state and
territories hereafter to be erected out of the same.
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Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That temporarily, and until otherwise provided by law, the
governor of said territory may define the judicial districts of said Territory, and assign the judges
who may be appointed for said Territory to the several districts, and also appoint the times and
places for holding courts in the several counties or subdivisions in each of said judicial districts, by
proclamation to be issued by him; but the legislative assembly, at their first or any subsequent
session, may organize, alter or modify such judicial districts, and assign the judges, and alter the
times and places of holding the courts, as to them shall seem proper and convenient.

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That every bill which shall or may pass the council and house of
representatives, shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the governor of the Territory; if he
approve, he shall sign it; but if not he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which it
originated; which shall cause the objections to be entered at large upon their journal, and proceed to
reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it
shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall also be reconsidered,
and if approved by two-thirds of that house it shall become a law; but in all such cases the votes of
both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for or
against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house, respectively. If any bill shall not be
returned by the governor within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to
him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the legislative assembly,
by adjournment, prevent it, in which case it shall not become a law.
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Legacy Chapter One
ACT AUTHORIZING A STATE GOVERNMENT FOR MINNESOTA

Secretary of State’s Note: Minnesota progressed under the territorial government, but many groups
believed that progress would be accelerated if Minnesota were a state.

Henry M. Rice, delegate to congress from the territory of Minnesota, at the opening of congress in
December 1856, introduced a bill for an act to authorize a state government for Minnesota.

The Rice bill proposed that the north, south, and east boundaries of Minnesota be continued, and
that the west boundary be established as a line beginning at a point in the center of the main
channel of the Red River of the North at the Canadian border and running south through Lake
Traverse, through Big Stone Lake, to the Big Sioux River, and to the northwest corner of lowa. In
place of the Big Sioux River, Congress substituted a line from the outlet of Big Stone Lake due
south to the Iowa border. Considerable controversy had arisen in the territory over proposed
boundaries for the state of Minnesota. There were two general groups, the east and west group and
the north and south group. The east and west group proposed the Missouri River as the west
boundary, and a point just north of St. Paul as the north boundary. The Rice bill followed the
proposal of the north and south group.
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The bill for an enabling act was not without opposition in congress. However, Minnesota again
found a friend in U.S. Senator Stephen A. Douglas who was still chairman of the senate committee
on territories, as he had been when Minnesota became a territory. The enabling act passed Congress
and was approved on February 27, 1857.

In addition to establishing state boundaries, the enabling act provided for a constitutional
convention and an election of delegates to that convention. It further provided that the following
proposals be submitted for the consideration of the constitutional convention: that 72 sections of
land be reserved and set aside for a state university; that 10 sections be granted to the state to
complete and erect public buildings at the capital; that all salt springs be granted to the state for its
use; and that five percent of proceeds from the sale by congress of public lands lying within the
state be used to build roads.

The enabling act also authorized the state of Minnesota to have one representative in congress and
such additional representatives as the population of the state would entitle it to at the current ratio of
representation. For the purpose of determining the population, the act authorized a census to be
taken by the United States marshal. The census was completed in October 1857; the population of
the territory was 150,037.
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Chapter One Legacy
ACT AUTHORIZING A STATE GOVERNMENT (ENABLING ACT)
[Passed February 26, 1857]

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America, in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of that portion of the Territory of Minnesota
which is embraced within the following limits, to-wit: Beginning at the point in the center of the
main channel of the Red River of the North, where the boundary line between the United States and
the British Possessions crosses the same; thence up the main channel of said river to that of the Bois
de Sioux river; thence up the main channel of said river to Lake Traverse; thence up the center of
said lake to the southern extremity thereof, thence in a direct line to the head of Big Stone lake;
thence through its center to its outlet; thence by a due south line to the north line of the State of
Iowa; thence along the northern boundary of said state to the main channel of the Mississippi river;
thence up the main channel of said river, and following the boundary line of the State of Wisconsin,
until the same intersects with the St. Louis river; thence down the said river to and through Lake
Superior, on the boundary line of Wisconsin and Michigan, until it intersects the dividing line
between the United States and the British Possessions; thence up Pigeon river and following said
dividing line to the place of beginning, be and they hereby are authorized to form for themselves a
constitution and state government by the name of the State of Minnesota, and to come into the
Union on an equal footing with the original states, according to the Federal Constitution.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the State of Minnesota shall have concurrent jurisdiction on
the Mississippi and all other rivers and waters bordering on the said State of Minnesota, so far as
the same shall form a common boundary to said state and any state or states now or hereafter to be
formed or bounded by the same; and said river or waters leading into the same shall be common
highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of said state as to all other citizens of the
United States, without any tax, duty, impost, or toll therefor.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That on the first Monday in June next, the legal voters in each
representative district then existing within the limits of the proposed state, are hereby authorized to
elect two delegates for each representative to which said district shall be entitled according to the
apportionment for representatives to the territorial legislature; which election for delegates shall be
held and conducted, and the returns made, in all respects in conformity with the laws of said
Territory regulating the election of representatives, and the delegates so elected shall assemble at
the capitol of said Territory on the second Monday in July next, and first determine by a vote
whether it is the wish of the people of the proposed State to be admitted into the Union at that time;
and if so, shall proceed to form a constitution, and take all necessary steps for the establishment of a
state government, in conformity with the Federal Constitution, subject to the approval and ratifica-
tion of the people of the proposed State.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in the event said convention shall decide in favor of the
immediate admission of the proposed State into the Union, it shall be the duty of the United States
marshal for said Territory to proceed to take a census or enumeration of the inhabitants within the
limits of the proposed State, under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by the secretary
of the interior, with the view of ascertaining the number of representatives to which said State may
be entitled in the Congress of the United States. And said State shall be entitled to one representa-
tive, and such additional representatives as the population of the State shall, according to the cen-
sus, show it would be entitled to according to the present ratio of representation.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the following propositions be and the same are hereby
offered to the said convention of the people of Minnesota for their free acceptance or rejection,
which, if accepted by the convention, shall be obligatory on the United States, and upon the said
State of Minnesota, to-wit:
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First: That sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in every township of public lands in said State,
and where either of said sections, or any part thereof, has been sold or otherwise been disposed of,
other lands, equivalent thereto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to said State for the
use of schools.

Second: That seventy-two sections of land shall be set apart and reserved for the use and support of
a state university, to be selected by the governor of said State, subject to the approval of the
commissioner at the general land office, and to be appropriated and applied in such manner as the
legislature of said State may prescribe; for the purpose aforesaid, but for not other purpose.
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Third: Ten entire sections of land to be selected by the governor of said State, in legal subdivisions,
shall be granted to said State for the purpose of completing the public buildings, or for the erection
of others at the seat of government, under the direction of the legislature thereof.

Fourth: That all salt springs within said State, not exceeding twelve in number, with six sections of
land adjoining or as contiguous as may be to each, shall be granted to said State for its use; and the
same to be selected by the governor thereof within one year after the admission of said State, and,
when so selected, to be used or disposed of on such terms, conditions and regulations as the
legislature shall direct; provided, that no salt spring or land the right whereof is now vested in any
individual or individuals, or which may be hereafter confirmed or adjudged to any individual or
individuals, shall by this article be granted to said State.

Fifth: That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales of all public lands lying within said State,
which shall be sold by Congress after the admission of said State into the Union, after deducting all
the expenses incident to the same, shall be paid to said State for the purpose of making public roads
and internal improvements as the legislature shall direct; provided, the foregoing propositions
herein offered are on the condition that the said convention which shall form the constitution of said
State shall provide, by a clause in said constitution, or an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent
of the United States, that said State shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil within
the same by the United States, or with any regulations Congress may find necessary for securing the
title in said soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and that no tax shall be imposed on lands belonging
to the United States, and that in no case shall nonresident proprietors be taxed higher than residents.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

Secretary of State’s Note: In accordance with the enabling act of February 26, 1857, an election
was held on June 1, 1857, at which Republican and Democratic delegates were elected to the
constitutional convention. When these delegates assembled in St. Paul on July 13, 1857, to draft the
Minnesota constitution, bitterness between the two parties was so intense that Republican delegates
and Democratic delegates refused to meet in the same convention. As a result, each party held
separate sessions in different rooms of the first capitol building.

The Democratic “convention” was presided over by Henry H. Sibley, later elected first governor of
Minnesota. The Republican “convention” was presided over first by John W. North, and later by
St. Andrew D. Balcombe.

The political cleavage was so great that the two bodies never acted in joint meeting during the
entire constitutional convention, July 13 to August 29. The final work was done through a
conference committee composed of five conferees from each of the conventions. The conferees, by
reporting to and receiving advice from their respective conventions, were able to draft a
constitution that would be acceptable to both bodies. On August 28, 1857, in spite of numerous
protests by delegates, the report of the conference committee was adopted without amendment by
both the Republican and Democratic conventions.

However, when it came time to sign the constitution, the bitter feeling was still so intense that
Democrats would not sign an instrument which bore Republican signatures, and the Republicans
objected to signing an instrument that bore the signatures of Democrats. The solution to this
impasse: two constitutions. One constitution was written on white paper and signed by only
Republicans. The other constitution was written on blue-tinted paper and signed by only
Democrats.

Thus, on the 29th day of August, after seven weeks of political dispute and disagreement, the two
conventions adjourned when as many members as could bring themselves to do so signed the copy
of the constitution enrolled for their particular convention.

The schedule to the constitution provided for an election to be held on October 13, 1857. At this
election the voters were to accept or reject the constitution. The ballots used for this purpose were
printed to provide for only affirmative votes. A voter who wished to reject the constitution had to
alter his ballot and write in a negative vote. The result: 30,055 for acceptance and 571 for rejection.

The procedure for acquiring statehood not only requires a constitution to be approved by the voters
of the proposed state, the constitution must also be approved by congress. In December of 1857 the
Minnesota constitution was submitted to the United States Senate for ratification.

A certified copy of the Democratic constitution was transmitted to the senate by the territorial
secretary: a Democrat. This copy was attached to the bill for the admission of Minnesota into the
union. However, when the bill was reported back from the senate, historians report that the
Republican constitution was attached. In any event, there is substantial authority that both
constitutions were before congress when Minnesota was admitted to the union on May 11, 1858.

In reality, the constitution ratified by congress was not the original constitution. At the election of
October 13, 1857, in addition to voting on the constitution, the voters elected executive, legislative
and judicial officers. The state officers were content to wait for the act of congress before assuming
office. But the legislature took a contrary view. It convened on December 3, 1857, on the theory
that under the enabling act the statehood of Minnesota began when the voters approved the
constitution. Even though this theory was incorrect, the legislature proceeded to enact laws, the
effects of which have remained undisturbed by the courts.
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The first two acts passed by the legislature were proposed amendments to the constitution. One
amendment authorized a loan to railroads of $5 million and the other related to the term of office of
the first state officers. These amendments were ratified by the voters at a special election held April
15, 1858. Thus, it would appear that the constitution that congress approved on May 11, 1858, was
an amended constitution, not the original adopted by the constitutional convention and approved by
the voters in 1857.

The legislature in 1971 established a constitutional study commission to review the constitution and
make recommendations to maintain its utility. After two years’ study, the commission recommended
that an amendment restructuring the constitution for easy reference and rewriting it in modern
language be prepared.
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The amendment was introduced and passed in both houses, signed by the governor, and approved
by the voters on November 5, 1974. The previous wording of the constitution is printed, with all the
amendments approved by voters since its adoption in 1857, in the Minnesota Legislative Manual
1973-74, pages 445-484. The amendment approved in 1974 did not alter the meaning of the
constitution. In cases of constitutional law, the original document remains the final authority.

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA
[Generally Revised November 5, 1974]
Preamble

We, the people of the state of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil and religious liberty, and
desiring to perpetuate its blessings and secure the same to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain
and establish this Constitution.

ARTICLE I
BILL OF RIGHTS

Section 1. Object of government. Government is instituted for the security, benefit and protection
of the people, in whom all political power is inherent, together with the right to alter, modify or
reform government whenever required by the public good.

Sec. 2. Rights and privileges. No member of this state shall be disfranchised or deprived of any of
the rights or privileges secured to any citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land or the judgment
of his peers. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the state otherwise than as
punishment for a crime of which the party has been convicted.

Sec. 3. Liberty of the press. The liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate, and all persons
may freely speak, write and publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse
of such right.

Sec. 4. Trial by jury. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and shall extend to all cases
at law without regard to the amount in controversy. A jury trial may be waived by the parties in all
cases in the manner prescribed by law. The le