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GOVERNOR RUDY PERPICH

ADDRESS ON THE STATE OF THE ARTS

It is a pleasure for me to be here in this beautiful

- St. Paul Arts and Science Center and to be introduced by the

best mayor in our state, Mayor Latimer. St. Paul has become
my home away from home, as State Senator, Lieutenant Gover-

nor, and now as Governor.

When I first became Governor, I said the quality of
life in this state was second to none. The people of Minne-

sota know that it is tfue. We know that a richer, fuller life

is possible here.

- I believe that the arts in Minnesota are a very im-
portant part of our quality of life. One of the major reasons
that this is such a good place to live is that we honor.art
and those who create it. The arts in Minnesota benefit each
of us in many ways. Whether it's painting or music,
theater or poetry, crafts or dance, we all have access to
treasures from which'wé‘éan draw béauty, satisfaétion, péace'
of mind and strength. The aits help ué to reélize who we

are, to celebrate our individuality. They are, in the best
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way, an affirmation of ourselves.

The arts are as much a part of our quality of life
as our lakes and our parks and our trees. They are one of
the reasons that people and businesses move here from other
parts of the country, and that families are reluctant to leave

here, despite inducements from other places.

It seems that almost every important national pub-
lication ‘in America has written glowing articles in the last
few years about the quality of life in Minnesota. Time Maga~
zine said that "if the American good life has anywhere sui;

vived...it may be in Minnesota." Fortune Magazine noted

Minnesotans' "civic pride and caring about where they:Iive."

And virtually every one of these national stories has praised
the-arts“cdmmunity here in Minnesota. Our museums,'drChéstrasy'“
theaters, and other arts are admired nationally for Eheir

excellence.

' The National Observer said that west of the Hudson,

Minnesota is the ‘cultural capital of the country; others have.

called our state "the Athens of Amériqa."

In an article on:MinneépSIiSQ theé New York»Times'

commented that "besides clean air, low crime, good planning,
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and considerable civic decency, Minneapolis manages a cultural
life of a strength and diversity surpassed only by three or
four other American cities, all much larger." The Times
called the Walker Art Center "one of the finest modern art

- museums in America" and our St. Paul based Minnesota Opera Com-
pany "possibly the most dramatic experimental opera company

in the country."

We benefit from the arts in thé enrichment of'our
- spirit and our pride; but the‘arts also contribute”to our
state's economy. The arts form a multi-million dollar industry
- which generates many more millions of dollars to other sectors
of the économy, through Salaries and wages, purchases of sup-

plies and materials, as well as expenditures by people at-

tending arts programs when they patronize restaurants, shops

T and purchase other services.

But what are the arts? They are many things to many
people, and each of us derives satisfaction from different
2 kinds of art activities. For example, the arts are all around

us: the architecture; the Signs; the landscaping; the creativ-

ity which goes into the design of our clothes; the homemade

quilts in our homes which are the products of so many of our

talented and hardworking mothers and grandmothers. The arts

are also our symphony orchestras, theaters and dance companies.

Gl
il
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They are our potters and weavers, who put some of their own
imagination and spirit into useful objects. In their hands °

they become inspiring and beautiful as well.

The arts are poets and Ihdian'story—tellerS/ writers,
composers, wood cafﬁers and the painters of those beautiful
Ukrainiah'ﬁaster eggs. They are directors and liéhtihg'de:““
signers, actors, musicians and dancers. They are'aiso.the
banjo and fiddle players who provide so much joy in beer halls
and at picnics; The atts are museuﬁs.ano oaileries; where the
finest of the past and present.are coilected,vpfeserved:ahd’

-

shared with the people all over>our state.

Sometimes We thlnk of the arts as belng only for a
certaih segment of our soc1ety But thlnk how many people are
toucheu hy one or more of the thlngs I ]ust mentloned How .
many people are also involved in the arts as part1c1pants° in
looal ohoirs,and theaters, as volunteers worhing for the bene-
fit of arts organlzatlons, d01ng thelr own wrltlng, weav1ng,
pottery, playing in community orchestras, attendlng gallerles,

doing their own paintings and dancing the polka.

And of course, consider.the.hundreds,of thousands N
of Minnesotans who enjoy our leading professional arts organ-

izations, and enrich their lives by .attending performances,
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hearing radio broadcasts, visiting museums, galleries, ‘and the
many community art centers which are springing up around our

‘state.

For‘just one example of the way the arts touch so
ﬁany‘pé0p1e§ we can look to the enormous talent resource which
‘'wé have in our Minnesota ‘poets and writers. . We are recognized
nationwide for the excéllence of our poets-in-schools program.
 Minnesota poets work ‘as artists in the schools around the
-“staté, with students and :teachers at all.levels, inspiring’
young people in the arts of reading and writing creatively.

We have»seen Minnesota poets touring small communities in a

- group called Poetry Outioud; performing}and»reading in public
"programs, . £or clubs and churches;{seniorgcitiéenghomes, and

. . for anyone%who'sﬁinterested. ‘During the Bicentennial year,:

..Olivia,wMinnesota. adopted,tWO poets, Joe and Nancy Paddock,

- . who lived and worked there as artists-in-residence along with

teachers, farmers and mérchants. .One of the‘results,ofwtheir
stay:was a book of Olivia history which the poets wrote from
: tapefrecordéd conversations with.older residents of_thg!argg.
They were. aided by an_en;husiastic group of citizens who
-volunteered their effortsvtot;heﬂqompletion“ofﬁthe_projethk
That bookfis“in?the_Mipﬁesqta?TimeTCapsulg:and is a pgrmanent

testament. to a town and its people.
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And Minnesota is rich in such artists, in all the
art forms. We are honorea, for example, by having Pulitzer
Prize winner, Dominic Argento, as one of our resident composers.
The works and reputations of many other Minnesota artists are

known far and wide.

: - An example_of how thé-arts can bring togethgr_many
AeinterestSJiﬁ a community took place recently with the Mississippi
-River,Show-organizednby fhe Walker Art Center. It involved the
showing of paintings, drawiani,photographs, beautifully drawn
historical maps, models of river éraft,_as well as film, music

and video art. ..

But it also*ihvolved the City‘Planning.Department.and
others'ih'chperativé efforts to- take a new look atuthe-aesthetic
developmeht”of'the river. A number of architects were commis-
sioned to produce schemes and plans for the possible redevelop-
ment of ‘the river banks ‘and ‘of Nicollet Island. Their models,
'JﬁﬁiéﬁiWefé’aiSPIayéd'as part of the show, were works of art in

‘themselves. Teachers and students got involved in studying the
river, both its past and its future, and they were able to dis-
cover de'stfbhg:an-influence the river has had on the creativ-
ity of fhé¢be6plé:iiﬁin§ and working near it. ' This show was
énjoyéd not oﬁ1y by ﬁhe’péoﬁle"in the immediate Twin Cities
area, but also by.visitofs‘from all over Minnesota and from

around the country.
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The Twin Cities can be expected to lead in the arts.
But our smaller cities are also actively involved. Bovey, a
small town of 858 citizens, has dedicated its resources to-
wards the promotion of the arts in northern Minnesota by plan-
| ning a living arts center which willvqost,over a half millibn

dollars-to construct.

Originally intended as a shrine to Eric_Enétrom and
his famous picture "Grace", the people of Bovéy have expanded
the conception of the .center to include an outdoor sculpture
court, an art gallery, work space fqr,artists, and a summer-
time sawdust festival. This-is:imaginativg;art planning'aﬁ

its best.

 In addition to the programs I've menfioned, we‘ére
"all aware of our other leading arts. organizations, which are
i hationally recognizgd.,_The St. Paul Chamber Orches;ra»is‘the
country's only full-time professional chamber orchestra. It
tours the country; it has been to the Soviet Union and eastern
- Burope under ‘State Department sponsorship; it is scheduled to
perform in Gefmany-and;in Japan.. But.it a1so plays, for ex«
«gmple;*in Bemidji and Northfield, St. Joseph and glsewhére‘in
- the state. - It can -be heard on public radiq,th;oughout the
state, for those who don't.get a chance to attend'a'concert.

©Qur Guthrie Theater is recognized as the leading theater of
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"its kind in the country. The Minnesota Orchestra, in its
magnificent new Orchestra Hall, is serving hundreds of thou-
sands of Minnesotans through its concerts there, on tour, and
through its statewide broadcasts. As a matter of fact, last
night the orchestra carried our name and its music to Carnegie
Hall in New York. On Saturday night Vice President and Mrs.
Mondale will be hearing its pérforménce in the Kennedy Center

" 'in Washington.

One of the leading museums ip the country, also in
‘a ‘'spectacular new’buildiqg,-is'the'Minneapolis Institute of
Arts. And in the same complex is located the Children's
Theater Company, regarded by many as the nation's outstanding

theater for young people.

‘As’ a matter of fact, when the Today Show produced
rits Bicentennial ‘feature on the Twin Cities, a full quarter-hour

' segmént was devoted to this unique theater.

“These major institutions provide leadership and in-
lébirafion}'bhﬁ‘they'are also*partﬁerSuwith'many~other~arts;
" o¥ganizations in our communities around the state.' Consider
the orchestras of New Ulm,’ Rochester, Duluth, the theaters'of
Albert Lea, St. Cloud, and Alexandria. Think of the galleries

and museums which are found ‘in‘more and more places; as people
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use their creativity to restQ:e older'building spaces ‘such as
the old State School in Owatonna, the Red River Art Center in
Moorhead, and the old County Courthouse in Park Rapids; or to
build and ékpand new ones such as the Tweed Gallery at UM-D.
'All of our arts organizations, statewide and local, provide

léddéfship'and'set ‘standards.

We havé'acééSS'té;the‘best'in'aft‘and‘it'encoufage53
us to reach for the best ;n’everything we do. ' It provides us
with the*ihSPiration fbr“our*individuél ambitions and aspira-
tions.

This_enormﬁusiy‘varied-statewide network of arts re-

‘Sourées has been éiééiédfalmost“éxélusiVely~thréugh*private
fiﬁanciéi:éﬁPPOrt. Cbhs{dér"that“iﬁ ﬁhé*laét ten ‘years, over
$160hﬁillioﬁ has been contributed byfprivateISOurCes for the-

‘Construction of arts facéilities in our state. These facilities
are now in daily use by our cifizené'and*Will*bé~ou:S’for futﬁre
generations to enjoy. Our arts organizations earn mudh of their
income from admissions and fees, but large amounts must be con-
tributed. These funds come primarily from contributions made
bY“ihaiVidﬁal”Ciﬁizens;”busihe$ses'énd'foundations. Another

iﬁﬁaluébié”éburée”of'support'ié”%he CQmmitheht’of time and

3 talent by literally tens of thousands of Minnesotans who volun-
. teer their efforts in the operation and support of arts organi-
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zations all over .the state.

But while~Minnesotanpitizgng, businesses and founda-
tions have contributed their money“and talents to‘tbe arts in
amounts unparalleled elsewhere, state funds have,been insignif—
icant over the last ten years, by cqmparison,withbother states.
For example, while we point to our arts‘with such pride, we
appropriated in state monies only 13 ceptsAper person last
year. 'Colorado provides 90.cents; NewﬁYbfk_almost $2 per
capita; Utah does :better th§n;tWicg_as weli_as Minnesoga‘in,
state appropriations. If we are to maintain the arts as pért_'

of our quality of life, we must'do much better than we have.

‘gt;,wAs‘we;gll_know,,gpelart§ §:e>mostl¥ peéplg;, The arté
can't be;mechanizéd;;they:can't,beﬁppt on a mpreﬂeffigiéét aéé |
sémblymlinewbasis.; Cpn§equently,;ph¢y_are hit_hérd bf inflaé;
‘rtion;;vPrivate;contributions.and:egrningglpf thg}artsqiﬁ Minne-

‘sqta~are:continuing-to grow.“-

But,ﬁhey cannpt_meet_the‘entire‘neéd of this essenfial
network of organizations,:programs aqdﬂartists, We must in-
crease the involvement of the public sector, through,ﬁppding“
our State Artszoardfgto$a level that would help maintain the
- health of our arts network. Even with a major increase in )

-state funds, the privateusectOn,will remain»by far the 1apgest
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source of support for the arts. And this is as it should be.
We do not propose that the state support be substituted for.

existing private support.

. What will happen if the state does not support the
arts? I think that the answer is obvious. Obvious, and tragic.
Without state help, the arts will not be accessible to the
average person in this state. It is as simple as that.  The

rich will always have access to the arts.

If a seat at a concert costs $50, there will be some
who can afford that. If a great museum has to shut its doors
two orvthree days a week, there are some who will be able to
arrange their schedules accordingly. But the average family
in this state does not have unlimited funds and does not have

much flexibility in its work schedule.

That's why the state must help.: This state money is not
meant to create orchestras or museums from scratch. Those in-
stitutions are alreédy there. What the state can do and must
do is to make those institutions accessible to. all: Without

state money, that will not happen. With state-money, it will.

& ‘ , Just imagine that private contributions:had built -

every public school in this state...had built . them, bought the
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textbooks and hired the teachers. And then imagine that those
schools were given to the state--free. And all we were asked
to do in return was to pay for a small percentage of operating
those schools. Would we, as public officials, accept such a

proposition? We'd jump at it, and you know we would.

Well, that's exactly the situation we face with the
arts. The majdr institutions are already there. They were
built and they are being operated with private money. All we
are being asked to do is to help keep their doors open--open
longer and open to everyone. If we don't do that, then we
aren't serving the people of this state. It's up to us to
insure that every person in Minnesota enjoys equal access to

the arts.

The Governor's Commission on the Arts, which was ap-
pointed by Governor Anderson over a year ago, has completed an
extensive and excellent study of arts programs and needs in

our state.

Financed entirely by private funds, it carried out
a research program and issued a report that is the most com-
prehensive of its kind in any state. Among its findings were:
first, it substantiated the fact that Minnesota, in compariscn

to virtually every other state, has more private financial in-
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volvement in the arts; to the benefit ©f all -its-citizens, than
anywhere else in the country.. Second, it confirmed that we
have some of the country's finest arts resources in its organ-
izations and individual ' artists.  And finally, it predicts
that the financial needs of the arts network will require sub-
stantially larger contributions from:both the private and the

public sectors in years to come.

I believe that the time has come for the state to be-
gin to assume its share of support  for these tremendous state-

wide arts activities..

My budget meséa@e.has recommended a level of $4
million for the State Arts Board. I have also recommended
‘state funding of $250,000: for public television; and with new
revenue estimates, I am recomménding that the Legislature ap-

propriate $250,000 for public radio. :

Public radio and television are important art medias
in their own right and a major instrument for the spreading

of artistic activities to the widest public audience.

These are major increases from the current biennium.
They will begin to bring the ‘state's:share of support for the

arts to a fair level.
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. 'I am convinced that it will be well used. I have
great confidence in the .leadership which the State Arts Board
will provide. ‘And I have the greatest conficence in the po-
tential of the art organizations and the artists in Minnesota
to use these funds in ways which will enrich the lives of all
of us. This budget recommendation has received approval by
subcommittees in both Senate Finance -and House Appropriations,

and I urge the Legislature to adopt their recommendations.

There is . still more that the state can do to en-
courage the development of the arts. One of the great prolif-
erations of works of art throughout the nation occurred,

amazingly enough, during the great depression.

This flowering of art took place because the federal
government provided work relief funds to writers, musicians,
actors, painters, and sculptors. We were rewarded by ex-

periencing a golden age of American artistic creativity.

. I believe that the state should embark on a similar
kind of progrémvto bring arts to our public:buildings. For
all future bonding proposals for construction of new state
buildings or:for major .rénovations; I will recommend that one
percent of the-total construction costs be allocated for the

purchasing or commissioning of works of art for those build-
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ings. These paintings and sculptures will ﬁake ﬁagnificent
contributions to these buildings. They will enhance their
physical beauty and help to humanize them. These works of

art will, in most cases, be made by Minnesota artists. As
such, the funds will encourage the development of local artists
and provide an opportunity for them to display and become

recognized for their works.

Who knows, for example, whether the new State Office
Building in Bemidji won't show the first works of the next

world-famous Minnesota artists.

The additional state appropriations and this new -
one percent arts allocation program will provide a major in-

crease in public support for the arts in Minnesota.
What will these additional funds accomplish?

Our State Arts Board has developed several new and
”eXciting approaches to the distribution of pﬁblic funds, in
preparation to meet its new challenges. 1I'm particularly
proud of its plan for regional development, which calls upon
the involvement of'many citizens in localities all over the
state to participate in.deciSion—making-aboutitheir own arts

[y

programs.



~16-

In each of the 13 development_regions of the state,
the Arts Board has helped to organize regional arts task forces
and arts councils. These groups plan and determine how public
funds will be .spent for their local arts activities. This
means that a crafts show in Park Rapids, a community orchestra
in Marshall, a theater production in Lake Benton, Kolo dances
at the Interpretive Center in Chisholm, an Indian drum artist
in Bemidji, a fiddle contest in Crookston, and many others
like them, can be stimulated by grants appropriated by the
state, but decided upon with the knowledge and experience of
people who live and work in the communities where these pro-.
gramé originate. This concept was developed by the State Arts
Board with the involvement of an advisory committee drawn from
each of the regions, and this committee will continuye to help
and advise the Board in the administration and further develop-

ment of the program.

We're also proud to see that our regional program
has become a national model. State arts agencies from all
over the country are asking the advice of our State Arts Board

and for copies of our plan.

Another use for these state funds will be to make

grants to promising artists. Why are these grants so important?
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As an analogy let me suggest that you consider the
llbrary——we all use the llbrary. The llbrary c1rculates
books . Who wrltes the books’ erters——they are artlsts.

Without these artlsts there would be no books, and w1thout

'books there would be no knowledge.

Consider museums without the works of painters and

sculptors; orchestras without composers.

Do we sometlmes take‘for granted photographs and
palntlngs,'or music we hear on the radlo, at a weddlng or
>even in the beer hall on Saturday n1ght° Somebody created
those thlngs——the artlst.‘ I belleve that we should make as
strong a commltment to our-lnd1v1dual creatlve artlsts as we
do, for example, to our medlcal and sc1ent1flc researchers.
We trust in research long before we.see its product because
we know that 1t cannot take place w1thout that trust and sup-
port. We must do the same with our developlng artlsts——we
must support them directly and give them the‘same trust that
they w1ll contrlbute to our expre551on and enrlchment. This
klnd of commltment to our 1nd1v1dual artlsts has been recom-
-mended in the Governor s Comm1s51on report and the State Arts
Board is ready to carry out such a program. Thevp01nt is to

prov1de flnan01al support to artlsts of recognlzed potentlal
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This support enableé thém to work full—time as
artists and not be required to take a job unrelaﬁed to art
which puts food on the table but 1eaves little time for
creativity. Through my appropriation recommendation and one
percent art allocation for puElic buildings, there would be

a substantial increase in the support for this program.

And then, as‘I mentiéned before, a meaningful state
commitment to the arts means equal access and full opportunity
for all our citizens to enjoy the artistic riches we have, and
to share with others Qhat they do themselves. The arts can
brighten the lives of many senior citizens. They can enjoy
the work of our artists and arts organizations and they can
pass on their own arts to others. Wé can find ways for handi-
capped persons to express‘themselves through the arts and to
have access to arts resources which have been unavailable to

them for lack of money.

We can help.illﬁstrate to ail of our citizens that
the pépular art forms which céme out of our many ethnic heri-
tages are rich resources to be strehgthened and shared, not
allowed to fade away as generafiéns pass on and we turn to
things.more modern; The polka at é wédding feast, the.Nut—
éraékei ballet, the woodwind quintet; the Indian hide painter

and the video artist are all part of the network I've been
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~talking about. With all of the other elements which are so

closely related, our role is to strengthen, support and share

it.

We must not ‘be limited in our definition of art.
We must know that art is all around us, that it has many
sources and many expressions. We must know that folk songs
can be art as well as concerts, that Ukrainian Easter eggs
can be as noble' an expression as a painting, that the ancient
message of tom~toms is no less important than the existence

of a string quartet.

And most impoftant, we must know that art is not

"something past, it is something on-going. The capacity for

art is all around us.

We will have succeeded in our mission only when
each and every person in this state can assume as a basic right
that his or her life will be enriched by art--art that is rich
and plentiful and close at hand. Art is not somber and
serious--it is a vital source of joy in life. It enriches,
it renews, every single one of us. Our goal is for every
Minnesotan to experience personally that joy and enrichment.
There must be no town so small, no person so poor, that art

can be denied. Song and beauty and drama, words and music
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and design must be as much a part of our daily environment: and

our natural right as trees and sky and clean water.

Art is the vision of our society. It is the vision
of beauty, of peace, of harmony with nature and with fellow
human beings. We must assure that this vision and this up-~
lifting of the human spirit is available to every Minnesotan.
I ask for your help and your support for the arts.  Through
our efforts, Minnesota will continue to be known as one of -

the great artistic centers of America.



