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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMS 

 
Minnesota’s student participation in Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) 

programs reflect national growth trends reported by the College Board and the International 
Baccalaureate Organization. In Minnesota, both AP and IB have benefited from legislation initiated in 
1992. In 2007 the number of students taking AP examinations in Minnesota rose at a rate of 17% over the 

past year; a total of 41,763 AP tests were taken with 62.5% receiving scores of 3 and above on a scale of 
1-5. In 2007 the number of students taking IB examinations in Minnesota rose at a rate of 9% over the 

past year; a total of 3,410 IB tests were taken with 67% receiving scores of 4 and above on a scale of 1-7. 
Minnesota’s AP and IB programs have recorded a steady increase in minority students’ participation. As 

school districts respond to public demand for AP and IB courses, continued growth in both programs will 
increase pressure on current funding levels. 

 

Minnesota Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) Programs meet the intent of 

the legislation (Appendix A, Minn. Stat. § 120B.13) through rigorous and challenging academic courses 

in AP high schools and Pre-AP in middle schools; the IB Diploma Program(DP), and Pre-AP and IB 

Middle Year Program(MYP) and Primary Year Programs (PYP). In 2007 AP and IB programs were in 

place in schools throughout Minnesota. (Appendix B, 2007 Advanced Placement Public Schools 

Participation Costs) (Appendix  

C, 2007 Advanced Placement Non-Public Schools Participation Costs) (Appendix D, 2007 International 

Baccalaureate Schools Participation Costs) and (Appendix E, 2007 IB Process and Schools: DP, MYP, 

and PYP) 

  

Schools and students interested in AP and IB programs can visit the Minnesota Department of 

Education’s (MDE) Website Postsecondary-College Prep page, which includes links and information 

on Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate. The programs detailed on the following link are 

designed to give Minnesota students the chance to enrich their high school education while earning 

college credits. 

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Academic_Excellence/Postsecondary_College_Prep/index.html 

 

Teacher training is a critical component for student success. In 2007, the Minnesota Department of 

Education (MDE), in joint collaboration with Augsburg College and Carleton College Summer Programs, 

facilitated in-depth summer training institutes for AP and Pre-AP teachers. In this regard, Carleton trained 
144 and Augsburg trained 321 AP and Pre-AP teachers in week long institutes, with 25 AP teachers 

receiving similar training out-of-state. Scholarships of $650 per event were provided for in-state training 

and up to $1,400 for out-of-state training for a total of $232,046. Additionally, 337 teachers attended the 
College Board sponsored and University of Minnesota hosted follow-up workshops and meetings 

coordinated by MDE. Registration and/or substitute costs were reimbursed for the UM follow-up sessions 

with AP support program expenditures of $58,300.  
 

MDE’s support of IB teacher training is coordinated with the International Baccalaureate Organization 

(IBO) of North America and IB Minnesota.  IB teacher training was primarily offered at out-of-state sites. 

During 2007, out-of state IB training was attended by 341 teachers and 190 teachers attended in-state 
trainings. An individual’s reimbursement for out-of state trainings was set at $1,400 and at $650 for in-

state trainings for a total of $446,309. IB workshops and networking sessions in Minnesota were attended 

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Academic_Excellence/Postsecondary_College_Prep/index.html
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by 175 teachers. Trainings were provided through a collaborative effort between the MDE and the IB MN 

Association, with IB support program expenditures of $13,008. 
 

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate exam fees for public and non-public students were 
subsidized by legislative action, with specific direction given to pay all exam fees for low-income 

students. In 2007, available funding provided for full coverage of the AP and IB exams for remaining 
students. In 2007, AP exam fees totaled $3,098,881 for 25,988 students who took 41,763 exams and IB 

exams fees totaled $449,806 for 1,642 students who took 3,410 exams. 
 
The Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate budget for FY 2007 was $4,500,000. 

Expenditures for teacher training were $678,355; exam fees $3,548,687; and support programs $71,308, 
for total expenditures for FY 2007 of $4,298,350. 

 
In summary AP and IB programs in Minnesota exhibit the following trends:  

• Increased AP and IB overall participation; 

• Increased AP and IB participation by underrepresented populations; 

• Growth in number of exams students are taking; and 

• Steady improvement in exam scores in relation to populations tested in other states  

 

Projecting Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate funding for 2008 and beyond, the 

exciting growth and increasing number of students choosing to engage in the academic challenge 

provided in both AP and IB will continue to be a factor in the Minnesota legislature’s commitment to 

fund exam fees for all Minnesota students.  

Part I 

Overview of Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Programs 

 

A. History of Legislated Programs and Appropriations 
 

Minnesota’s Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) Programs comply with the 

focus of the legislation (Appendix A, Minn. Stat. § 120B.13) to increase student opportunities through 

rigorous and challenging academic courses in AP high schools, the IB Diploma Program (DP), as well as 

Pre-AP and IB in Middle Year Program (MYP) and Primary Year Programs (PYP).  

 

The Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate programs are well-established academic 

programs for mature, academically directed high school students.  These programs, in addition to 

providing academic rigor, offer sound curricular design, accountability, comprehensive external 

assessment, feedback to students and teachers, and the opportunity for high school students to compete 
academically on a global level.  Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate programs allow 

students to leave high school with the academic skills and self-confidence to succeed in college and 

beyond.  The Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate programs seek to provide Minnesota 
students with world-class educational opportunities.  

 

In 2007, AP and IB programs continued to grow in schools throughout Minnesota. (Appendix B, 2007 
Advance Placement Public Schools Participation Costs) (Appendix C, 2007 Advance Placement Non-

Public Schools Participation Costs) (Appendix D, 2007 International Baccalaureate Schools Participation 

Costs) and (Appendix E, 2007 IB Process and Schools: DP, MYP, and PYP) 

 

As legislative funding has increased over the years, both the Advanced Placement and International 
Baccalaureate programs have expanded commensurately. State funding for the AP and IB programs was 
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initiated in 1992, with $300,000 distributed to the first recipients in FY 1993.  Initial funding supported 
subsidies for exam fees for low-income public school students, teacher training and support.  In 1994-

1995 the funding was increased to $750,000 each year for a total of $1,500,000.  The funded categories 
were expanded to include exam fees for all students in FY 1994.  Training scholarships were expanded to 

non-public teachers in FY 1998.   
 

In 2006 – 2007, the legislature appropriated $4,500,000 each year with $500,000 each year to be used 
across both AP and IB for teacher training and the remaining $4,000,000 to be distributed at 75% for AP 

and 25% for IB. These funds are primarily for exam fees with remaining funds for teacher training. MDE 
was directed, by state statute (120.B.13), to work in consultation with the Minnesota AP Advisory 

Council and the IB Minnesota Association Board to determine the manner in which the allocated funding 
would be distributed. (Appendix A) 

 

B. Program Descriptions 

  

1. Advanced Placement Program (AP) 

 

In 2007, AP programs were in place in schools throughout Minnesota. (Appendix B and C) 

 

The Advanced Placement Program is a cooperative educational endeavor between secondary schools and 

colleges and universities.  Since its inception in 1955, the College Board Program has provided 

motivated high school students with the opportunity to take college-level courses in a high school 

setting.  The program consists of 37 college-level courses and exams in 22 subject areas.  The College 

Board supports secondary schools through teacher training and the development of a curriculum of high 

academic intensity and quality that will enable students to meet the standards for college-level learning 

in these subjects.  Most colleges and universities in the United States, as well as institutions in 30 other 

countries, use AP exam results in the admissions process as a designation of a student’s ability to 

succeed in rigorous curricula. Colleges award credit and/or placement into higher-level college courses 

so that college entrants can move directly into the courses that match their level of academic preparation.    

 

The mission of the AP Program overall is to prepare students for academic success in college and 

beyond. Key reasons students participate in AP: 

• Eighty-three percent of AP students reported that they took AP courses to improve their chances 

of college admission; 

• More than two-thirds reported that they took AP courses in order to get into advanced college 

classes; 

• More than half took AP courses in order to expand elective opportunities in college; and 

• Less than one-third indicated that they hoped to use credit from AP exams to graduate earlier. 
 

High school instructors contend that AP courses greatly enhance students’ confidence and academic 

interest; colleges find that these students are considerably better prepared for serious academic work; and 
students say they enjoy the challenge of the AP curriculum. 

 

Advanced Placement is open to any secondary school that is willing to organize one or more courses, 
foster teacher development and administer the AP Exams.  More than 16,000 schools worldwide 

participate in the AP Program, including 62 percent of U.S. high schools.  Student participation in the 

program has grown steadily since AP’s inception in 1955.  In 1956, approximately 104 schools with 

1,229 candidates took 2,199 examinations.  In 2007, 1,464,254 students worldwide sat for 2,533,431 AP 
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exams.  One in three high school graduates take an AP course in high school. (Appendix F, 2007 School 

AP Examinations by State) 
(Appendix G, Annual AP Program participation 1956 – 2007) 

 
Pre-Advanced Placement is a program designed to arm middle school teachers with the teaching 

strategies and tools needed to engage their students in high level learning experiences, and to equip 
middle school students with the skills necessary to succeed in high school AP classes. Pre-AP workshops 

and summer training sessions are content centered and linked to the concept of vertical teaming that 
encourages senior high and middle school teacher collaboration.  In short, the skills needed to excel in 
high school AP classes are discussed, curriculum examined, and scope and sequence determined with 

common learning goals forged between middle and high schools. Both of Minnesota’s AP training sites, 
Augsburg and Carleton, offer Pre-AP summer training in their institutes.   

 
All AP exams (except Studio Art, which is a portfolio assessment) consist of dozens of multiple-choice 

questions, scored by machine, and free-response questions (essays, translations, problems), which are 
scored at the annual AP Readings by more than 10,000 college faculty and secondary AP teachers, using 

scoring standards and rubrics developed by college faculty and experienced AP teachers.  

 

All schools wishing to label a course “AP” must first receive authorization by completing the AP audit 

process, which involves submitting a copy of the course syllabus for review by college faculty.  The AP 

course audit provides clear guidelines on curricular and resource requirements that must be in place, and 

help colleges better interpret courses marked “AP” on students’ transcripts.  For further information 

about the program, visit the AP home page at http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/  

 

Schools and students interested in AP can visit the Minnesota Department of Education’s (MDE) Website 

Postsecondary-College Prep page which includes links and information on Advanced Placement. 

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Academic_Excellence/Postsecondary_College_Prep/index.html 

 

2. International Baccalaureate Program (IB) 
 

The International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) is a non-profit, Swiss educational foundation 

established in 1968.  The Diploma Programme (DP)—for which it is best known—was developed by a 

group of schools seeking to establish a common curriculum and university entry credentials for 

geographically mobile students.  The IBO offers three programmes of international education that span 

the primary, middle and secondary school years.  The Primary Years Programme (PYP) is designed for 
students aged 3-12, the Middle Years Programme (MYP) for students aged 11-16, and the Diploma 

Programme (DP) for students aged 16-18.  The DP, MYP and PYP schools go through an extensive 

application process to become authorized IB World Schools. There are 1,889 IB schools in 124 countries 
worldwide. 

 

The three programmes share a common philosophy and common characteristics.  They develop the 
whole student, helping students to grow intellectually, socially, aesthetically and culturally.  They 

provide a broad and balanced education that includes science and the humanities, languages and 

mathematics, technology and the arts.  The programmes teach students to think critically, encourage 

them to draw connections between areas of knowledge, and use problem-solving techniques and 
concepts from many disciplines.  They instill in students a sense of responsibility towards others and 

towards the environment.  The programmes give students an awareness and understanding of their own 

culture and of other cultures, values and ways of life.   

 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Academic_Excellence/Postsecondary_College_Prep/index.html
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The Diploma Programme (DP) is a comprehensive two-year international curriculum available in 
English, French and Spanish. The DP offers 157 exams in 51 disciplines that generally allow students to 

fulfill the requirements of their national or state education systems.  Students who participate in the full 
Diploma Programme are required to study and examine in six different academic subjects.  At least three 

of the six subjects are taken at the higher level (2 years – 240 hours), the others at standard level (1 year 
– 150 hours).  Students who are not diploma candidates can choose to take individual IB courses and 

subsequent exams to earn IB certificates.    
 
The format of exams includes essay, multiple choice, short answer and oral.  In some subject areas, 

students also prepare a portfolio for assessment.  Each subject has at least two exam periods for different 
types of exams for a total of 4 hours of examination.  Each examined subject is graded on a scale of 1 to 

7 (maximum).  The award of the diploma requires a minimum total of 24 points and satisfactory 
completion of the following three additional requirements:  

• The Extended Essay is approximately 4,000 words. It provides the first experience in writing an 
independent, original research paper in one of the six subject areas;  

• A critical thinking course known as Theory of Knowledge explores the relationships among the various 

disciplines and ensures that students engage in critical reflection and analysis of the knowledge acquired 

within and beyond the classroom; and, 

• A minimum of 150 hours participation in Creativity, Action and Service (CAS), which are 

extracurricular community-action service, artistic and physical activities.   

The number of IB exams that Minnesota students have taken each year has steadily increased from 2,563 in 

2003 to 3,420 in 2007. (Appendix H, IB: US Growth in Number of Exams, May 2003 – May 2007  

 

International Baccalaureate developed a Middle Years Programme (MYP) in 1992, which offers a broad 

academic base along with Approaches to Learning and other areas of interaction for 11-16 year olds.  The 

MYP can be a stand-alone program or part of the pre-IB preparation for the Diploma Programme.   

 

The Primary Years Program (PYP) was developed in 1997.  It offers an inquiry-based program for 3-12 

year olds. Currently, six schools are authorized to offer the PYP.  All Minnesota PYP schools offer the full 

PYP to all students.  The PYP and MYP schools train teachers and begin the implementation process as 

soon as possible.   

 

In 2007, IB programs were in place in twenty-two ‘Authorized’ schools that delivered the rigorous and 

challenging International Baccalaureate curriculum. There are twelve high schools at the Diploma Program 

(DP) level, four middle schools (MYP) and six primary schools (PYP). The twelve DP high schools 
engaged 1,642 students who took a total of 3,410 exams. In addition, 16 schools were involved in the 

teacher training and program development associated with the ‘Application’ and ‘Candidate’ levels. These 

schools are working toward authorization by International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).  Thirteen 
‘Prospective’ schools were conducting feasibility studies and an additional sixteen ‘Considering’ schools 

were exploring the possibility of encompassing IB programs in their schools. The schools receive support 

and guidance through the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE), International Baccalaureate 
Minnesota (IBMN), the International Baccalaureate of North America Organization (IBNA), and the 

International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO). (Appendix E, 2007 IB Process and Schools: DP, MYP, and 

PYP) 

 
Schools and students interested in IB can visit the IB home page at http://www.ibo.org and MDE’s Website 

Postsecondary-College Prep page which includes IB links and information 

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Academic_Excellence/Postsecondary_College_Prep/index.html 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Academic_Excellence/Postsecondary_College_Prep/index.html
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Part II 

Implementation of Advance Placement and International Baccalaureate Programs 

 
The Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Program (Appendix A) became a part of the 

Education Omnibus bill in May 1992.  In FY 2006-2007 appropriations, the program was funded at 
$4,500,000, with $500,000 earmarked for teacher training.   In addition, the bill indicates that, “The 

advanced placement program shall receive 75 percent of the appropriation each year and the international 
baccalaureate program shall receive 25 percent of the appropriation each year.”  
 

In 2007, AP and IB programs included the following components: 
 

A. Teacher Training  

 

In-depth teacher training was conducted by certified AP and IB providers. The training is designed to 
prepare teachers to deliver rigorous college level curriculum in the secondary setting and challenging 

academic experiences in the middle and primary grades.  

 

AP and IB students in Minnesota benefit from the enriched content, instructional methods, and 

assessment strategies delivered by trained AP and IB teachers in their classrooms. In this enhanced 

academic environment, the students’ learning experience is invigorated by the higher level 

discussions/interaction.  

 
Teacher training is a critical component to student success. In support of AP, the Minnesota Department of 
Education (MDE) works closely with Augsburg College and Carleton College Summer Programs to facilitate 

training for AP teachers. (Attachment C, 2007 Advance Placement Teacher Trainings)  In 2007, Carleton 

College offered 25 one-week, in-depth courses to 144 teachers and Augsburg provided training in 12 

courses for 321 Minnesota teachers. Due to personal scheduling conflicts or because courses were not 

offered at Augsburg or Carleton, 25 AP teachers attended out-of-state training. Augsburg College also 

offered Vertical Team Training in English, Social Studies, Science and Mathematics to assist schools 

planning for AP and Pre-AP preparation and alignment of courses.   

 
During 2007, $650 scholarships were provided for in- state training and up to $1,400 for out-of-state training for a 
total of $232,046. In addition, 337 teachers attended the follow-up workshops and meetings coordinated by MDE. 
Registration and/or substitute costs were reimbursed for the follow-up sessions. AP support program expenditures 
amounted to $58,300.  

 

MDE’s support of IB teacher training is conducted through coordination with the IBO of North America 

and IB Minnesota.  IB teacher training is primarily offered at out-of-state sites. During 2007 out-of state 
IB training was attended by 341 teachers and 190 teachers attended in-state trainings. Reimbursement for 

out-of state trainings was set at $1,400 and at $650 for in-state trainings for a total of $446,309. 175 

teachers attended workshops and networking sessions in Minnesota that were provided through a 
collaborative effort between MDE and IBMN Association with IB support program expenditures of 

$13,008. 

 
MDE Staff responsibilities: 

 

• Collaborate with the Minnesota Advanced Placement Advisory Council and the College Board to 
create training programs. In 2007, state-funded AP summer trainings were conducted at Augsburg 

and Carleton Colleges. 
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• Coordinate with the IB Minnesota (IBMN) and the International Baccalaureate of North America 
(IBNA) to identify training sites and direct teachers to the appropriate levels. MDE assists schools 

with application processes. 

• Assist in the development, promotion, and evaluation of the teacher trainings. 

• Work with the College Board and IBMN to support teachers and provide follow-up to training 
experiences. 

• Process the reimbursement process for out-of-state and in-state training costs incurred by teachers 
and districts. 

 
 

B. Subsidies for Student Exam Fees     
 
AP and IB exam fees for public and non-public students are subsidized by legislative action. Specific direction is 
given to pay all exam fees for low-income students. In 2007, available funding provided for full coverage of the AP 
and IB exams for remaining students. In 2007, AP exam fees totaled $3,098,881 for 25,988 students who took 
41,763 exams and IB exams fees totaled $449,806 for 1,642 students who took 3,410 exams  

 

The intent of the legislated funding is to assist public and non-public students in paying for AP and IB 

exam fees. This involves development of a fee schedule for payment of all or a portion of the exam fee 

for all students and the entire fee for students of low-income families.   

 

 MDE staff responsibilities for AP and IB programs include the following: 

• Communicate opportunities for exam fee subsidies to all Minnesota schools and students; 

• Gather data from individual public and non-public schools regarding their AP and IB programs, 

including the number of students tested, exams taken, courses offered and teachers teaching an 

AP or IB course; 

• Work with the College Board to create invoice forms for payment of AP fees; 

• Work with the public and non-public schools to pay for exam fees for all AP and IB exams; and, 

• Prepare documentation to provide direct payment of exam subsidies to AP and IB districts. 

 

Projecting for 2008 and beyond, the exciting growth rate of approximately 10% in participating AP and 

IB students will continue to be a factor in the Minnesota legislature’s ability to fund exam fees for 

students other than low-income. 

 

C. Administration 
 

The Minnesota Department of Education is responsible for the administration of AP and IB program 
components as funded by legislation. 

 

 MDE staff responsibilities for AP and IB programs include the following: 

• Prepare and maintain the AP and IB budgets; 

• Prepare annual reports to the legislature and respond to legislative inquiries; 

• Meet regularly with Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate advisory boards; 

• Work with Minnesota public and private universities and colleges to prepare Credit Policies for 
Courses earned through Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Exams; 

• Do informational AP and IB presentations for groups of interested parents, teachers and students; 

• Respond to phone and e-mail requests from program coordinators, teachers, parents and students; 
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• Communicate regularly with AP and IB coordinators regarding program information, program 

start-up, application processes and payments to their school or district; and, 

• Gather and report data to the media, higher education, secondary schools, and other organizations 

regarding student participation in AP and IB programs. 
 

In 2007, the Minnesota Department of Education, in conjunction with IB Minnesota (IBMN) and the 
International Baccalaureate of North America (IBNA), offered two Orientation Seminars in Minnesota.  

The orientation level is one of four levels of training that provides schools with information about the 
three IB programs.  The training was exceptionally well attended by participants from Minnesota schools 

and from 10 other states that are considering an IB Program at the primary, middle or high school levels.  
Orientation Seminar participants indicate that their interest in IB is due to the comprehensive nature of the 
IB Programs, which positively impact both the achievement and culture of the school.  

 
In 2007, the College Board and MDE joined forces to offer a two day drive in workshop for Advanced 

Placement teachers. The workshop featured sessions for experienced, inexperienced, and pre-AP teachers 
and had 337 participants.  
 

The Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate budget for FY 2007 was $4,500,000. Expenditures 

for teacher training were $678,355; exam fees $3,548,687; and support programs $71,308 for total 

expenditures for FY 2007 to $4,298,350. 

 

D. College Credit and Policies 
 

Participating colleges in 28 countries receive AP grades and grant credit or appropriate placement to 

students who have done well on AP examinations.  The IB Diploma is accepted as an admissions 

credential at 1,023 North American Colleges and in l02 countries.  In a recent study, the U.S. Department 

of Education found that 85 percent of high school students who took AP and/or IB courses continued 

their education after high school, which correlates to high level of degree completion.   

 

More than 90 percent of U.S. colleges and universities have an AP and IB policy granting incoming 

students academic credit, placement or both, for qualifying grades on AP or IB exams. The Minnesota 

Department of Education has prepared and posted on the MDE Website the AP and IB Minnesota 

College Credit Policy Guides, to inform and assist students as they make postsecondary education plans. 

In addition, the College Board website AP Central has a link to national college and university AP credit 

policies.  Most public and private institutions in Minnesota have AP and IB credit policies. These 

courses are equivalent to college freshman level courses and with enough qualifying grades, students 

often enter college with a sophomore level standing.  Minnesota State Colleges and Universities 
(MNSCU) have adopted a policy establishing common practices among higher education institutions for 

awarding credit for scores of 3-5 in AP and scores of 4-7 in IB.  In Minnesota, 61 colleges and 

universities acknowledge Advanced Placement Policies and 47 colleges and universities acknowledge 
International Baccalaureate Policies.  

 

Large numbers of Minnesota high school graduates who participate in the AP and IB Programs are 

attending colleges out-of-state.  For example, 59 percent of Minnesota AP test takers requested to have 
their grades sent to Minnesota colleges while 41 percent had their scores sent to out-of-state colleges.  

(Appendix I, College Report of AP Examinations 2006 – 2007 [by State])  

 

Part III  

Minnesota Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Program Participation  

 

http://education.state.mn.us/mde/Academic_Excellence/Postsecondary_College_Prep/index.html
http://education.state.mn.us/mde/Academic_Excellence/Postsecondary_College_Prep/index.html
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A. Advanced Placement Program Participation     
 

The AP program is in its 15th year of funding exam fees for all students.  Of the 532 public and non-
public high schools in Minnesota, 284 schools participated in AP, representing 53 percent of the high 

schools.   
 

The number of students testing and exams taken in FY 2007 demonstrate significant gains.  In May 
2007, 25,988 students took 41,763 exams.  The number of AP students testing increased by 13.5 percent 
and exams taken increased by 14.2 percent, outpacing the national rate of growth. (chart below).   

 

 Test Takers % Change ’06 to ‘07 Exams Taken % Change ’06 to ‘07 

Nation 1, 464,254 +9 2,533,431 +10 

Minnesota 25,988 +13.5 41,763 +14.2 

 
In 2007, Minnesota students scoring 3 or better in a range of 1-5 was at 62.5 percent, as compared to 

64.9 percent in 2006. It is important to note that while this change in performance indicates an increase 

of 3,519 Minnesota test takers and an increase of 5,942 state AP examinations (many students take 

multiple exams), Minnesota students still scored above the national average of 59% three or better. 

(Appendix J, AP Examinations by Region)          

 

The following chart reflects:     

 

Figure 1          Five years of growth in AP programs. 
 

 Advanced Placement  FY 03 FY 04 FY 05 FY 06 FY 07  
Schools Funded 250 212 250 273 284 

 Public Schools 213 175 211 233 235 
 Nonpublic Schools  37 37 39 40 49 

Total AP Schools Testing 250 251 250 278 284 

Total Students Taking Exams 16,640 17,437 18,902 22,469 25,988 

Total Exams Taken 25,343 27,007 29,480 35,821 41,763 

       Students of Color 1,921 2,062 2,192 2,800 4,114 
       Total Low Income Students 808 950 1,024 1,141 1,353 
       Total Low Income Exams 1,230 1,281 1,401 1,685 1,995 

Nonpublic Students Testing 2,246 2,120 2,268 2,860 3,025 

Nonpublic Exams Taken  3,217 3,311 3,578 4,690 4,965 

        Exams per Student 1.36 1.55 1.56 1.6 1.6 
       % of MN Scores 3 or above (Range 1-5) 65.4% 66.9% 66.7% 64.8% 62.5% 
       % of NATL Scores 3 or above  61.5% 61.4% 59.4% 59.6% 59.3% 

Total Teacher Training 855 824 731 795 490 

 Carleton  155 180 164 215 144 
 Augsburg  101 145 130 244 321 
 Out-of-State  8 11 24 48 25 
 UM Midwest Regional Conference  591 488 411 288 337 
      Courses Offered 1,075 1,089 1,122 1,206 1,460 
      New Courses Offered 75 111 96 125 137 
      Teachers 1,043 1,068 1,095 1,123 1,392 
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Low-income students took 5 percent of the exams and represented 5 percent of all Minnesota students 

tested.  The number of low-income students taking AP exams increased 15.6% from 1,141 to 1,353 and 
the fully subsidized exams for low-income students increased 15.5% from 1,685 to 1,995 

In 2007, a group of 4,114 students took the AP exams. The group was composed of students of color and 
those that did not indicate ethnicity (“not Stated”) and represented 9% of all MN taking AP exams.  

Figure 2 illustrates the distribution of candidates and exams by minority group for Minnesota: 
 

 Figure 2        Distribution of candidates and AP exams by ethnicity for Minnesota. 
 

Ethnic Group  FY 05 FY 05 FY 06    FY 06 FY 07 FY 07 
 Students Exams Students Exams Students Exams  

   
American Indian 65 84 79 126 78 118 
Asian 1,245 2,223 1,528 2,701 1612 2986 
Black/African-American 285 411 401 559 508 739 
Latino: Mexican American 127 193 155 256 158 236 

 Latino: Puerto Rican 20 35 29 44 25 40 
 Latino: Other Hispanic 128 186 158 240 210 334 
 Other 322 524 450 780 406 716 
 Not Stated 517 806 857 1,581 639 1002 
 White 16,193 25,018 18,812 29,534 19,293 30,599 

 Total 18,902 29,480 22,469 35,821 22,929 36,770 

 

B. International Baccalaureate Program Participation 
  

In 2007, there were 38 Minnesota International Baccalaureate schools funded.  The schools represented 

the three categories of participation including authorized, applicant and candidate. The authorized 

schools included 12 Diploma Programme (DP) schools, 4 Middle Years Programme (MYP) schools and 

6 Primary Years Programme (PYP) Schools.  At least 5-7 other schools at all levels are in the process of 

preparing for authorization.  Throughout the process of completing Application A and Application B, IB 

schools are developing curriculum and starting the implementation process in preparation for becoming 

authorized.  In FY 2007, the number of students testing at the Diploma Programme (DP) level has 

steadily increased to 1,642 and the number of exams taken has steadily increased to 3,410. (See figure 3) 

Minnesota students are scoring very well in relation to the number of exams taken and have maintained a 

67 percent of scores at 4 or better on a scale of 1-7. Involvement in the Diploma Programme 

demonstrates a high desire on the part of Minnesota students to participate in challenging and rigorous, 

learning opportunities that prepare them for college. 

 

Figure 3        Five years of growth in IB programs. 

    
      International Baccalaureate  FY ’03 FY ’04 FY ’05 FY ’06 FY ‘07  

Schools Funded 11 10 12 23 29 

 Diploma (DP) 11 10 11 12 12 
 Middle Years Program (MYP)   1 4 8 
 Primary Years Program (PYP)   1 7 9 

Total DP Schools Testing 11 10 11 11 12 

Total Students Taking Exams 1,145 1,220 1,300 1,478 1,642 

Total Exams Taken 2,5,63 2,734 2,775 3,071 3,410 

      Students of Color (DP)   273 569 481 
        Low Income Students (DP) 196 237 243 302 361
  
       Low Income Exams (DP) 425 475 482 623 753 
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      Exams per Student (DP) 2.1 2.23 2.32 2.1 2.3 
       % of Scores 4 or above (Range 1-7) 73.3% 73.1% 72% 67% 67% 
       Diplomas Earned 137 110 123 127 129 

Total Teacher Training 169 112 115 172 531 

 Out-of-State  72 67 67 108 341 
 Minnesota  97 45 48 64 190 
      Courses Offered  198 194 188 200 214 
      New Courses Offered 6 8 9 15 5 
      Teachers  227 195 210 253 231 

 
Minnesota has a high rate of participation in IB programs compared to other states in the U.S. (Appendix 
K, IB: US Profile of Examinations by State, May 2007) 

 
This is the third year that the International Baccalaureate Organization asked students to identify their 

ethnicity on the exams.  Figure 4 illustrates the numbers for Minnesota, but many students chose not to 
identify their ethnic origin.  Therefore, it is difficult to draw conclusions about numbers and percent of 

minority students who participated in the IB Program.  It is evident that significantly more black and 

Hispanic students took one or more IB exam.   

  

Figure 4             Distribution of candidates and IB exams by ethnicity for Minnesota. 
 

     Ethnic Group  FY 05 FY 05 FY 06 FY 06 FY 07 FY 07 

 Students Exams Students Exams Students Exams 
American Indian/Alaska 5 21 5 11            5          10 
Asian/Pacific Islander 168 391 222 391 271 553 
Black/Non-Hispanic 72 170 107 174 116 202 
Hispanic 20 32 32 49 55 94 

 Other 8 14 29 70 34 93 
 Not Stated 511 1427 174 316  
 White/Non-Hispanic 520 1,196 909 2,060 1,161 2,458 

 Total 1,304 3,251 1,478 3,071 1,642 3,410 

 

Teacher training in 2007 is a reflection of program growth and curriculum and program changes. A full-

range of IB course training is provided at the World College in Montezuma, New Mexico, each summer 

for beginning and experienced teachers. In addition, workshops are offered at a variety of sites in North 

America for teachers and coordinators. Teachers attending in-depth training included 341 teachers 

attending in-depth out-of state training and 190 attending training in Minnesota. A total of 531 teachers 
were trained in 2007 as compared to 172 in 2006.  Most in-depth IB training is offered out-of-state.   

 

MDE and IB Minnesota provide follow-up training through networking meetings in a few content areas 

where the major curriculum changes have occurred.  Participation at the winter networking meetings 

provided an opportunity for Minnesota teachers to meet according to their curriculum area to discuss 
curriculum, instructional strategies and assessment changes.  These meetings provided time for 

experienced teachers to mentor their new colleagues in IB.   

     

C. Program Costs and Expenditures 

 

In 2007 AP/IB Teacher Scholarships were available at a rate of $650 for in-state teacher training and 

up to $1,400 for out-of-state training.  Scholarships subsidized the costs for tuition, travel, room and 

board.  The following criteria were used to approve out-of-state travel for AP: (1) training was not 
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available in Minnesota or (2) dates at Carleton or Augsburg were not feasible for the participants.  Most 

in-depth training for IB teachers was offered out-of-state.   
 

AP Exam fee subsidies were provided for public and non-public school students. The state, in 2007, 
reimbursed $75 per exam out of a total cost of $83, and participating school districts waived the $8 

administrative fee granted by the College Board thus covering the entire cost of $83 per exam. For 
category one (fee-reduced, low income) students the College Board provides a $22 reduction in exam 

cost that allowed this category of student to test for free. 
 

IB Exam fee subsidies of $143 were provided for the first exam and $60 for each additional exam for all 

Diploma Candidate students including students who qualified for financial assistance (free and reduced 
price lunch). Exam fee subsidies of $141 were provided for the first exam and $60 for each additional 

exam for all Certified/Anticipated Candidate students including students who qualified for financial 
assistance (free and reduced price lunch). 

 

The Payment schedule for exams has varied over time.  In 2007, Minnesota schools received 100% 

reimbursement for AP exams and IB exams.  This represents a considerable change in exam 

reimbursement over the past two years.  The state reimbursed each AP and IB school individually, after 

the school made the initial payment for exams and submitted an application and invoice to MDE. 
 

The budget for FY 2007 was $4,500,000.  Actual expenditures for exams and teacher training for AP 

were $3,389,227 and $909,123 for IB, bringing the total expenditures for FY 2007 to $4,298,350.  The 

following chart provides a comparison, in both the combined and individual programs. (see Figure 5)    

 

Figure 5        Five year AP and IB program allocations. 

 

AB and IB Program Allocations FY 03 FY 04 FY 05         FY 06          FY 07 

                                                                  450K            778K            778K            4.5M             4.5M      
Combined Program Expenditures          

Teacher Training    ---- 195K 253.7K 580.6K 678,355 
Student Exam Subsidies   761.4K 362.1K 407.1K 2,461.6K 3,548,687 
Support Programs    58.2K 71,308 

 Total Expenditure 761.4K 557.1K 714.4K 3,100.4K 4,298,350 

 

Advanced Placement Expenditures        

Public Teacher Training   ---- 121,177 211,918 322,183 216,949 
Nonpublic Teacher Training ---- 13,325 26,499 25,558 15,102 
Public Exam Subsidies 524,808 210,557 270,985 1,831,976 2,730,510 
Nonpublic Exam Subsidies 77,746 27,361 33,376 279,784 368,371 
Support Programs: UM workshop    46,616 58,300 

 Total Expenditure 602,554 372,420 542,778 2,506,117 3,389,227 

 
AP Exam Cost $80 $82 $82 $82 $83 
MN Payment per Exam $23 $7 $8 $60 $75 
Low-income Payment per Exam $50 $52 $52 $52 $53 
CB Low-income Fee Reduction $22 $22 $22 $22 $22 

   

International Baccalaureate Expenditures         

Teacher Training – DP*  ---- 60,522 68,905 133,006 113,300 
Teacher Training – MYP*    46,200 118,152 
Teacher Training – PYP*    53,652 214,857 
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Student Exam Subsidies - DP 158,821 124,216 102,750 349,873 449,806 
Support Programs    11,554 13,008 

 Total Expenditure 158,821 184,738 171,655 594,285 909,123 

 

 IB Exam Cost per First/Second Exam $178/$53 $181/$54 $185/$55 $195/58 $202/$60 
 MN Payment per First/Second Exam $75/$25 $35/$20 $25/$10 $160/53 $202/$60 

Low-income First/Second Exam Payment $178/$53 $181/$54 $185/$55 $195/58 $202/$60 

 

* DP – Diploma Programme 
* MYP – Middle Years Programme 
* PYP – Primary Years Programme 
 
 

Part IV  

Recommendations 

 

As the AP and IB Programs in Minnesota continue to expand challenging learning opportunities for all 

students, there is an ongoing need to support rigorous teachers training opportunities and to encourage 

schools to initiate and/or expand AP and IB programs.  Challenging, high quality learning opportunities 

are essential elements when preparing students for postsecondary success and for providing the skills 

required in the global workplace.  With this in mind, it is important to note that through AP and IB testing 

schools are held accountable for public reporting of student achievement and subject to national 

comparison standards. 

 

Specific recommendations for enhancing AP and IB programs in Minnesota include the following:   

 

• Maintain legislative support for reimbursement of student exams and teacher training;  

• Continue MDE’s working relationship with the College Board and International 

Baccalaureate Organization; 

• Increase access to AP courses for students in rural communities and those who are 

economically disadvantaged;   

• Foster growth in Pre-AP and IB middle year and primary year programs; 

• Increase opportunities for professional development so that teachers are prepared to 

deliver rigorous courses; increase attention on improving student achievement on the AP 

and IB exams without hindering participation; 

• Ensure continual implementation of a rigorous, challenging academic curriculum. 

 

 

Part V 

Conclusions 

 

The entire Minnesota educational community has decidedly benefitted from the adoption of AP and IB 
curriculums. Across the state, the growth in AP and IB programs has raised expectations for all 

participating students as well as provided exposure to world class academic standards. Furthermore, 

teachers who participate in AP and IB report, through on-site commentary and web based polling, a 
honing of their instructional skills; an infusion of rigor into their classes; and the professional renewal 

and growth that comes with involvement in these two proven programs. 

 
The recent expansion of Pre-AP programs and growth in the number of IB Middle Year and Primary 

Year program schools is also encouraging and indicates the value that districts, as well as individual 
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schools, are placing on providing rigor in the junior high, middle school, and primary years by insuring 

that students are academically prepared to participate in AP and IB in high school. 
 

Finally, it crucial to note that student participation is directly connected to the initiatives enacted by the 
state legislature that reduced financial barriers for teacher training and student exam fees. In short, the 

legislative funding provided the educational opportunity, and Minnesota students have responded by 
accepting the challenges of the acknowledged world-class educational experiences found in the AP and 

IB courses.  
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 

 

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Programs 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.13, Article 2 

 

Sec. 13.  Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 120B.13,  subdivision 1, is amended to read:  

 

 Subd. 1.  [PROGRAM STRUCTURE; TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR TEACHERS.]  

(a) The advanced placement and international baccalaureate programs are well-established academic 

programs for mature, academically directed high school students.  These programs, in addition to 

providing academic rigor, offer sound curricular design, accountability, comprehensive external 

assessment, feedback to students and teachers, and the opportunity for high school students to compete 

academically on a global level.  Advanced placement and international baccalaureate programs allow 

students to leave high school with the academic skills and self-confidence to succeed in college and 

beyond.  The advanced placement and international baccalaureate programs help provide Minnesota 

students with world-class educational opportunity.  

 (b) Critical to schools' educational success is ongoing advanced placement/international baccalaureate-

approved teacher training.  A secondary teacher assigned by a district to teach an advanced placement or 

international baccalaureate course or other interested educator may participate in a training program 

offered by The College Board or International Baccalaureate North America, Inc.  The state may pay a 

portion of the tuition, room, board, and out-of-state travel costs a teacher or other interested educator 

incurs in participating in a training program.  The commissioner shall determine application procedures 

and deadlines, select teachers and other interested educators to participate in the training program, and 

determine the payment process and amount of the subsidy.  The procedures determined by the 

commissioner shall, to the extent possible, ensure that advanced placement and international 
baccalaureate courses become available in all parts of the state and that a variety of course offerings are 

available in school districts.  This subdivision does not prevent teacher or other interested educator 

participation in training programs offered by The College Board or International Baccalaureate North 
America, Inc., when tuition is paid by a source other than the state.  

 

Sec. 14.  Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 120B.13, subdivision 3, is amended to read:  

 
Subd. 3.  [SUBSIDY FOR EXAMINATION FEES.] The state may pay all or part of the fee for advanced 

placement or international baccalaureate examinations.  The commissioner shall pay all examination fees 

for all public and nonpublic students of low-income families, as defined by the commissioner, and to the 

limit of the available appropriation, shall also pay a portion or all of the examination fees for other public 
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and nonpublic students sitting for an advanced placement examination, international baccalaureate 
examination, or both.  The commissioner shall determine procedures for state payments of fees.  

 

Sec. 15.  Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 120B.13, is amended by adding a subdivision to read:   

 
Subd. 3a.  [COLLEGE CREDIT.] The colleges and universities of the Minnesota State Colleges and 

Universities system must award, and the University of Minnesota and private postsecondary institutions 
are encouraged to award, college credit to high school students who receive a score of three or higher on 
and advanced placement or four or higher on the international baccalaureate program examination.  

 
Sec. 21.  Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 5, article 2, section 84, subdivision 13, is amended to 

read: 
 

Subd. 13.  [EXAMINATION FEES; TEACHER TRAINING AND SUPPORT PROGRAMS.]  
(a) For students' advanced placement and  international baccalaureate examination fees under Minnesota  

Statutes, section 120B.13, subdivision 3, and the training and  related costs for teachers and other 

interested educators under  Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.13, subdivision 1:   

 $  4,500,000   .....     2006       

 $  4,500,000   .....     2007       

(b) The advanced placement program shall receive 75 percent of the appropriation each year and the 

international baccalaureate program shall receive 25 percent of the appropriation each year.  The 

department, in consultation with representatives of the advanced placement and international 

baccalaureate programs selected by the Advanced Placement Advisory Council and IBMN, respectively, 

shall determine the amounts of the expenditures each year for examination fees and training and support 

programs for each program.   

(c) Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.13, subdivision 1, at least $500,000 each year is for 

teachers to attend subject matter summer training programs and follow-up support workshops approved 

by the advanced placement or  international baccalaureate programs.  Teachers shall apply for teacher 

training scholarships to prepare for teaching in the advanced placement or international baccalaureate 

program. Any reserved funding not expended for teacher training may be used for exam fees and other 

support programs for each program.   

(d) The commissioner shall pay all examination fees for all students of low-income families under 

Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.13, subdivision 3, and to the extent of available appropriations shall 

also pay examination fees for students sitting for an advanced placement examination, international 

baccalaureate examination, or both.  Any balance in the first year does not cancel but is available in the 
second year.   

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment. 
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Appendix D
2007 Middle Year Program (MYP)

INTERNATIONAL BACCAULAUREATE SCHOOLS
Participation Costs

DISTRICT· SCHOOL Type of Grades lmplem. Number 01 Number of Number of OofS o of S MN MN Total

Proaram Served Status Students Stud In IB 18 Teachers Tchr Trng Cost Training Cost

East Metro lnle ralion Disl MYP 6·10 Aoolicant 517 11 $14,402 $14,402

Fridle
Fridle MS MYP Aoolican! Fed $

Minnea olis
Anwalln MS MYP 6-8 Candidate 500 SOO 34 20 $24,424 9 $1.125 $25,549
Northeast MS MYP 6-6 Candidate 500 500 40 12 $10.914 $10.914

Osseo ,
North View JHS MYP 6-9 Applicant Fed $
Park Center HS MYP 10 Applicant 550 550 40 6 58,091 S8,091

Prior lkl$ava e-Twin Oaks MS MYP 6-8 Candidate $0

Robbinsdale
Sandbuff,j Middle MYP 6-8 Authorized 1250 347 31 7 59.349 2 $250 $9,599
Coo er HS MYP , 9-10 Authorized 1800 14 $18.532 5 $625 519,157

South $1. Paul
So. 51. Paul MS MYP 7-10 licanl 1,000 1,000 85 14 $16,9SO $16,950

$1. Anthony MS MYP 6-8 Candidate 406 406 32 11 $13,490 513,490

51. louis Park MYP Pros ective $0

51. Paul
Ramsey JH5 MYP 7-8 Pros cliv 720 240 10 $0

TOTALS 7,243 3543 262 105 $116,152 16 $2,000 $118,152
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Appendix E    

 

IB Process and Schools (12-3-07) 
 

 IB Program Process   

1. Interested Schools Form (Feasibility Study, Strategic Planning) - Prospective School 

2. Application Part A - Candidate School   

3. Application Part B – Applicant School   

4 IBNA Site Visit   

5. Authorization - Identified as IB World School  

    

Levels DP Schools* MYP Schools* PYP Schools* 

Authorized Schools Champlin Pk Anoka ‘06 

Fairmont  ‘85 

Grand Rapids  ‘83 

Minneapolis Henry  ‘87 

Minneapolis  SW  ‘87 

Minnetonka  ‘04 

Robbinsdale Cooper ‘98 

South St. Paul  ‘86 

St. Louis Park  ‘00 

St. Paul Central ‘87 

St. Paul Harding  ‘94 

St. Paul Highland  ‘94 

East Metro Integration Dist – 

  Crosswinds Art & Science  ‘07 

Fridley MS and HS  ‘07 

Osseo –  ‘07 

  Northview JHS/Park Center HS  

Robbinsdale –  

  Sandburg MS/Cooper HS  ‘04 

 

Anoka – Evergreen  ‘07 

Brooklyn Center–Earle Brown  ‘07 

Minneapolis – Elizabeth Hall  ‘07 

Minneapolis – Whittier Intl  ‘07 

St. Paul – Benjamin E. Mays  ‘07 

St. Paul – Highland  ‘03 

Applicant Schools 
 Sent in Application Form 

B; preparing for site visit 

Great River Charter   

 

Minneapolis – NE MS   

So. St. Paul Middle  

So. St. Paul –  

  Kaposia  

  Lincoln Center  

 

Candidate Schools 
 Sent in Application Form 

A and granted Candidate 

status; developing and 

implementing program 

 Mpls – Anwatin MS/Southwest HS  

Prior Lk/Savage-Twin Oaks  

St. Anthony Middle  

Lakes Intl Language Academy  

Robbinsdale – Lakeview  

St. Bernard’s Elementary  

St. Louis Park –  

   Aquila PreK-3  

   Cedar Manor 4-6  

   Peter Hobart PreK-3   

   Susan Lindgren 4-6  

White Bear Lake – Centerpoint  

Prospective Schools 
  Feasibility Study; 

Preparing to send in        

Application A 

Fridley HS 

Osseo – Park Center 

 

Brooklyn Center JHS, HS 

Rochester Arts & Sciences  Acad 

St. Bernards MS 6-10  

St. Louis Park JHS 

St. Paul – Highland Park JHS 

St. Paul – Ramsey JHS 

Fridley –  

   Stevenson,  

   Hayes 

Intl. Spanish Language Academy 

Prior Lake - Westwood 

Rochester Arts &  Sciences Acad     

Considering IB 
   (Exploring the 
possibility) 

Lakeville 

Mounds View  

Prior Lake  

RAVE 

Spring Lake Park 

St. Bernards 

Mounds View 

RAVE 

White Bear Lake  

   Central MS,  

   Sunrise Park MS 

Fridley 

Mounds View 

RAVE 

Twin Cities German Immersion 

White Bear Lake – Parkview 

 

 *Diploma Programme  –  Grades 11-12                                         *Middle Years Programme  –  Grades 6-10   

                                                       *Primary Years Programme  –  Grades Pre-K-5 
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Appendix F                              2007 School Advance Placement  

         Examinations by State 
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Appendix H 

International Baccalaureate North America 

 

EXAMINATION REVIEW & DATA SUMMARY 2007 
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  37 

 

International Baccalaureate North America 

 

EXAMINATION REVIEW & DATA SUMMARY 2007 

Appendix K 


