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Re: UMore ParklUS Army Corp of Engineers Mandated Report

Dear Sirs:

The Board of Regents of the University of Minnesota submits the following report to the
Legislature regarding the efforts by the University of Minnesota (University) and the Department
of Defense (DoD) to investigate and remedy environmental contamination present on the
"University land," which was caused by activities associated with the former Gopher Ordnance
Works (GOW). This report is submitted pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 137.52(b).

Under the Defense Environmental Restoration Program, 10 U.S.c. 2701, et seq., DoD is charged
with environmental restoration of formerly used defense sites (FUDS). The FUDS program is
administered by the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The MPCA, under a
Defense State Memorandum of Agreement (DSMOA), provides oversight to USACE ofFUDS
located within the state of Minnesota. USACE has determined that GOW qualifies as an
"eligible" FUDS.

In late September 2006, USACE advised the University that it had retained an environmental
consultant (St. Paul office of Bay West, Inc.) to develop a work plan for a Site Inspection (SI) at
UMore Park. The SI will include testing of soil and groundwater to identify any releases or
threatened releases of hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants to the environment
caused by GOW activities.

The SI will address six Areas of Concern (AOCs) associated with GOW. These AOCs were
identified in a Preliminary Assessment Report prepared by USACE dated March 2006 (March
2006 PA) regarding the portion of GOW transferred by the United States to the University in
1947. The "University land" as defined in Minn. Stat. § 137.50, subd. 6 of the stadium
legislation, was acquired as part of the 1947 transaction. Three of the AOCs to be investigated
as part of the SI (AOCs 1-3) are located in whole or in part on the University land. The
following attachments are submitted with this report:

.. Attachment I-Approximate boundaries of the 2,840 acre parcel addressed in the Stadium
legislation defined in the stadium legislation as the University land.

.. Attachment 2-Approximate locations of the six AOCs identified in the March 2006 PA.
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The MPCA, through the DSMOA, will review and approve the SI work plan before it is
implemented. The University understands that the field work associated with the SI is scheduled
to begin in the spring of2007, and will take approximately 15-18 months to complete.

After completion of the field work, USACE will prepare a SI Report containing the findings of
the SI and recommendations for further action, if any. The MPCA will, under the DSMOA, have
general oversight responsibility during the SI and will review and approve the SI Report. Any
additional investigation and/or remediation activities will likely take place in or after FY 2008.

Very truly yours,
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Richard H. Pfutzenreuter
Treasurer

Enclosures (2)

cc: Robbie LaFleur, Minnesota Legislative Reference Library
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