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PREFACE
Within the space of the century eovered by-this

gtudy, from the days of the French’coureurs de bols,

"who 1in the early yeers of the nineteenth century scarred

the western prairies witn the tralls made by their un—

" wieldy oxcarts, to the adontion of the good roads amend¢

ment of 1920, the iinnesota version of the Amerlcan
drame of stote making was enacted, First to penetrate
to_thé'wllderness home of the Indiaﬁs wefe the traders,
missionaries, and soldlers, They were the advance guard
for the invasion of civilization ——'pioneef farmers; |
1umbérden, frontier businessmen,-an& 1and sneculators

who, &t the mid-point in the nineteentn century, onened

the land to settlement., The vleneer stage was Tfollowed

by & perlod of agricultural development, when lilnnesota

wes the bresdbasket of the nation. Finally, as the
¢ ;

period covered by thls volune ¢losesg, Minnesota, like

other American regzions, was growing into an industrial

state,

mn

tages in the develonment of the Kinnesota

)

These v

commonwealth were reflected in the story of its roads,

-

The fur traders left.a heritage of pilcturesque Red Rlver

> tralls which they wore in the Minnesota

&
i
D

carts and

r3

he soldiers, lumbermen, and pioneer.settlérs
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ht:oDened o 1abjrinth of Daths of comnunication —— military'
‘*rdads{ rough loggin@ trails, and wngon roads . The agri—
.icuTturel era 1eft its mark on Ninnesota by stréightening
:thoqe crude tralls, for Drectice decreed tnut,'ﬁnless
'insunerable obstacles nrevented roads shnould fgllow"
section lines. But the agricultural,eruvof Minnesotel
'history Weft a legacy of poor roads .It was_the age of
mud end the statute labor tax. The dawning industrial
- sde oroduced a-profound chanve.in Minnesota road con- |
fditions, however, Ior with the comin@ of the bicycle
and the autqmobile, vastly different and oetter roads
. were needed These products of the new day drove the
'stqte — along wiuh the nation - 1nto the era of con-—
crete roads, hot dog stands, and billoowrds.
guch in brief is the story that the follbwing pages
f tell. The sources from which this study of the de&elOp—~
ment of the road system in Minnesotes 15 drawn are varied
in character. Government srchives —— federal, state;:
and local — manuecript diaries, letters, -and other
records, reminiscent skefches and biographies; aocounts'
of travel and descriptiop, stete and- local hiétoriee,
printed'and manﬁscript mapg, periodlicals and newspapers
-— all played importan?t pants'in sppplying 1nfermation.
Most of the material is contained in the'invaluable col-
;1ections of" tne Minnesota Historicel Soclety
It iq no rore than fitting in tnese ;irqt pq eg

V‘thct “the eutnor shouid aoxnowled@e his deb+ to his mentor,
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end superior, Dr' mheodofe-C._Blegen, professor of his—

tory at the University of Minnesota and seéretary and. -

~superintendent'of the Minnesota Historical Soclety,

without whose wlse-counsel and friendly criticism 1t 1g -
diffiéult to éonceive how this study could haﬁe been R
made. To Mr; Walter F, Rosenwald, veteran of many years'
of service'in the Minnesota Highwém Department, and now
director of safety for thnt department,-another heevy
debt is owed for his bPLDfdl squestions és to the
‘scope and content of the later chﬂptevs  £y wife alone

understands how much her assistance and encourage ement

have meant in bringing the work to completion. To them,

and to those others who have contributed advice, encour—.
egement, or criticiem, must go much of the credit for

such excellence as the work possesses..

Minnesota Historical Soclety
st. Paul
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