- I. THE ROADS OF PRE-~TERRITORIAL MINNESOTA‘

"The history of rosds and thoroughfares is the his-
tory of the commerce, of the population and settlement |
of every state and kingdom in the world, The roads and
thoroughfares were first discovered, and menkind in their
nigretions and wanderings followed themn,” It was with
'these words that Judge Bredley B. Meeker eddressed the
“members of the Benton County Agricultursl Soclety at thelr
~ennual meeting, held in the frontier town of Sauk Rapids
1

in Minnesots Territery during the summer of 1855. He

spoke on a subject that was dear 1o the hearts of his lls-

teners, for they felt the blighting touch of isclatlion and
reccgnized the magnitude of the task of blazing paths t@
the new frontler, For more than half & decade already;
the struggle to open roads had been cerried on by ploneers
few in nuamber and impOVerished in circumstance. Yet,
filled with the high hopes or blind desperation which have
characterized the history of the frontier, they persevered
sn thelr labor. Each year the strength of thelr army was
augmented by fresh arrivals, and in the end they wefe suc-
cessful, for in that vast new territory at the headwaters
of the Misslssippl no fewer than 160,000 persons found

their homes during the brief space of a decede after 1849.

1. St. Anthony Express, July 7, 1855,



It wes fortunate for tke. pioneers of 1849 that they ,

ald not havc to start emnty handed. PFor centuries the

Minnesota region had been the home of red men who, in

- thelr endless roving, bad worn & myriad of tralls through

| the wilderness, For two hundred yeers white men hed been

passing to and fro 1n the Minnesota country, and during
the last hulf century the eviaences of the dour’no"ing hed
become increasingly perceptible, Great trading corpora-
tions -- the Hudson's Bay Company and the American Fur
Compdhy -~ ané numerous . independent traders had long ex-
plolted the vast crop of furs batherec} in the wllderness.

In the furtherance of thcir trade théy establiched settle-

ments toward which beaten ﬁracks‘led from all sections of
the territory,

. The earlicst trails used by the traders were undoubt-

| cdly thosc made by the Indlans, and perhapé the most fa-
mous of these wes the Grend Portage, & trall which led
through‘nine mlles of rocky wilderness and permltied trav-
elers on Lzke Supericr to contlnue-thelr trip by canoe on
the weters of the Plgeon River above the serles of falle
which obstructed the last part of 1ts course. Over this
route a traveler.could pass, with but a few portages,

from the woters flowing into tke St. Lewrence drelnage
system to theose flowlng into Hudson Bey. Who the first .
white.man to use the Grend Portage were is unknown, but
Vérendryc,_bassing;that wey 1n 1731, left élwritten recqrd

¢f 1t, and in the yezrs that followed 1t became a meet~




k 1ng place towsrd which all paths were dlrected.  The‘
period cf 1ts greatest use was during the score of years

-after 1783, when the Northwest Company had its depot

there, It was not uncormon for upwards of a thousand
‘persons to congregate at this one polnt during thet p¢~‘
riod, when the total number of white men in the whole
northwestern part of North America cannot have numbered
many thousands, The'trail over which wes borne the fur
produce of a great portion of the continent was worn
deép by the feet of the voyageurs during those years,
In 1788 ithe Northwest Company asked the provincial coun-
cll at Quebec for a grant of lend to enable 1t to con-
‘struct a wagon road over the trsil, but the request was
denied, The road was made in later years, probesbly in-
1816, and oxcarts traveled over it from Grend Portage
Bay to Fort Charlotte on the Figeon River, and thence 1o
Fort William, a dlstance estimated to be thirty-six miles.
This highwey was abendoned by later generations of trav-
elers in favor of other routes, but 1lts fame remalns as
the white man'!s first road in Minnesota.'z
2. The best account of the CGrsnd Portage 1is to be
found in Solon J. Buck, "The Story of the Grand Portage,"
in ¥innesota History Bulletin, 5: 14-27 (February, 1923).
Dr. Buck states thst the road may have been lald out by
e detachment of British soldlers during the American
" Revolution {p. 19). In Papers Relating to the Red River
Settlement: 1815-1818 (London, 1819), there is an ac-
count of & winter rosd from Fort %illism to Grand Port-
age, made in the fall of 1816 (p. 68). See also Willlam
H. Keatlng, Narrative of &n Expedition to the St. Peter's
River, Lake winneveek, Leke of the Woods, &c., Performed

in the Year 1653, under tbe Comwand of otephen H. Long,
2: 142 (London, 1835); James H. Beker, "History of Trane-
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THE GRAND PORTAGE






In;the Red River Valley the Hudson's Bsy Company -

’ ~ reached as far south as Lzke Traverse, where RobértvDick-

 ,_éon established-a:post in 1789, Dickson;-it i1s sald,
~“brdught his suppllies to this far'Soﬁthern poinﬁ ffom the
| Eﬁglish posts on the lbwer Red River "in carts made -for
.the purpose, ! four or fi#e daye being required for the
Journey. Throughout the Red River country, the Hudson!s
‘Bey Company had‘posts, the supplies qu which were car-
ried in the carts made by the people of this far-off
frontier, As a consequenée, a well-defined serles of
tralls reached all parts of the valley and extended be-
yond it to tap near-by reglons. One trall led as fear
’afield as Minday Wakon, or Devil'g Lake; another led

from Pembina to the post of the Hudson's Bay Company'

portation in Minnesota," in Minnesota Historicel Col-
lections, 9: 9 (St. Paul, 1901), Next to the Grand Port-
"age, perhaps the most femous was the Savanna Portage con-
necting the waters of the 5t, Louls and Misslssippl rivers.
See Irving H, Hart, "The 0ld Savanna Portage," in Mlnne-
sota History, 8: 117-139 (June, 1937). Other lmportant
portages were located between Leke Traverse and Blg Stone
Leke, between the lekes at the head of Leaf River and Otter
Tail River, between Lake Julla and Turtle Lake; and be-
tween the Bols Brulé River and St, Croix Lake at the head
of the St., Croix River., Accounts of their use by trevel-
ers are frequent. The Red River expedition which carried
grein to tke Red River settlement from Prairie du Chien

in 1820, for example, passed over the Lake Traverse-Blg
Stone Lake portage., Post, p. 6. Ceptailn Jokn Pope return-
ed from his Peumbine expedition in the fell of 184S by way
of the Leaf Lake portage. Pope, Report of an Exploration
of the Territory of Minnesota, 39 (31 Congress, 1 sesslon,
‘Sénate Executive Documents, no. 42 -- serlal 558), Glacomo
C. Beltrami, on nhis return to Fort Snelling in 1833, fol-
Jowed the Lake Julia route, and the Sleur du Lhut made use
of the Bois Brulé-St. Croix Leke portage on his Minnesota
trip in 1680, Willism ¥, Folwell, A History of Minnesota,
1: 24, 109-111 (St. Paul, 1921). I :




" at Red Leke, which was established as early as 1818 3
 The establishment of Fort St. Anthony, later known
as Fort Snelling, at the mouth of the Minnesota_River 1n
1819 gave American tradere confldence to expend thelr
trade in the area. As a result, the posts of the Ameri-
cang multiplied in number, and the Americen Fur Compeny
de°1gnated its post opposite the new fort as the head-:
quarters for the upper Mlssissippl country. As all paths
of the British traders led to Fort Garry, so all paths
of the American traders led to Mendota.;4
It was not until the decade of the twentles in the
nineteenth century that any grezat coﬁmunication between
the two centers of population in the Minnesota country
. was begun. The first trade between them reputedly was
in the winter of 1819, when a deputation of settlers
from Lord Selkirk's starving colony.in the Red River
country ﬁade a Journey to Prairle du Chien in search of
3. Louls A, Tohill -Rovert Dicksen, British Fur Trad-
er on the Upper M*ssissiooi 9, 16 (Ann Arbor, 1926);
John P, Pritchett, "Some ned River Fur-Trede. Activities "
in Minnesots History Bulletin, 5: 407, 408 (May, 1824);
Grace L, Nute, "The Red River Tralls, g in Mlnnesots His-
tory, 6: 280 (oeotemoer, 1935); Nuts, ed., "The Diary of
Martin McLeod," in Minnesot=a. History Bulletin,  4: 394n
(August—Novsmber, 1923); Nute, "New Light on Red River

Valley History," in Minnesota History Bulletlin, 5: 567
(November, 1934) George W. Featherstonhaugh, A Canoe

. Voyage up the Minnay Sotor, 2: 13 (London, 1847).

4, The post was first known as 5t. Peter!s., The name
Mendota was not apolied to it until about 1837, Warrsn
Upham, Minnesota Geozraohic \anss, 166, 237 (¥innesota.
‘Historical Collections, vol, 17 -- 3t. Paul, 1920).




iﬁ .gra1n, The éouthward Journey was madé in'wihter.by'
k,:land, but the return #oyage was deferred uﬁtil the Spring
of 1820, when-it was pdssible to travel by boat on the
Minnesota ahd Red‘fi#ers. In 1821 Alexls Beillly, the.
shrewd trader in charge of the American Fur Company
post at Mendota, drove a small herd of cattle through
the wilderness to the Red Rlver colony to sell to the
,éettlers there, The route'he followed 15 not definlte~ -
1y known, but it probsbly led up the Minnesota River to
- Big Stone Lake, -and thence, by way of Lake Traverse, |
into the valley of the Red River. The intercourse be-
tween the American and Bfitish settlements was not re-
stricted to .2 tradevin agriéultural supplies. In splte
of strict interdiction, the half-breed independeht trad~
ers-§f the British settlement carried on e clandestine _
trade with the American fur buyers, and 1n 1832 the of-
ficials of the Hudson's Bay Company themselves made ar-
rangements for the purchaselof American products, which
likewise were delivered over the Red River route. °
It 1s probable that the Americens trading in the

upper portlon of the Minnespta Valley, where they fre-

5. Folwell, Minnesots, 1: 315-217; Henry H. Sibley,
"Reminlscences; Historical and Personal," in Minnesota
Historical Collections, 1: 383 (St. Paul, 1903); Prit-
chett, in Minnesota History Bulletin, 5: 409. At least
two other herds of cattle were driven to the Red River,
one in 1822 and the otheér in 1835, The latter consisted
of four or five hundred cattle, Hattie Listenfelt, "The

‘Hudson's Bay Company end the Red River Trade," in North
Dekota Historicsl Collections, 4: 353 (Fargo, 1913)..




" quently came in contact with the British traders, made
use of carts such as the British traders used from’thé
 time of their first dealings with theﬁ. Certeinly 1t
| wasimore convenient to transport goods on the prairies
by carts than.by pack horses or by human pack carrlers.,
Fof conﬁeying cargoes of furs to the depot at liendota
and returning with needed supplies, however, the Ameri-
cans on the Mihnesota River used boats or canoes, The
.firéi appearance of the cart in the American trade _—
1f we may belleve Joseph R. Brown, who for meny years
was a trader on the frontler -- was 1n 18383, At that
time, according to Brown, Philander Prescott located
a trading post at Traverse des Sioux, where the Minne~
sota River "could be reached with carts from the west

without cutting & road through the woods." He further

stated:

Previous to the days of the Columbla Fur Company,
carts were unknown on the St. Peters; and either
bark canoes or Macklnaw boats were used for taking
suppllies to Little Rock, Lac quil Parle, &c., and
the trading posts were generally at White Rock, Le
Sueur, Henderson, &c., below the Traverse, and the
intercourse of the Indians of Lac qul Parle with
those of the St, Peters was by a road which 1ls yet
frequently travelled, between Rush, and High Is-~

- land rivers, The introductlon of carts into the
Indian trade shortened water communication and very
materially diminished the length of time neccssary
for the trip to the upper country. The Traverse
became the depot for the upper trade, and was the

. first sumnmer trading post above the mouth of the
_.Minn@sota.

6. Minnesota Picneer’(St; Paul), April 7, 1853, The
article quoted is not signed, but it was published while
.Brown was editor of the Plcneer and so strongly resembles




An unidentified tnavelerAthrough the American North-

'.:west during the summer of 1844 tells of meetling at Trav-
_erse des Sloux an Irishman named Peter Haydn, who was a
pioneer over the Red River tralls, having "made probably
twenty Journeys across this vast couatry, with a train
of carts," If this traveler was right in his statement
that the cart caravans made but one-trip egach year, leav-
ing the Red River country ln May and returning again in
September, the approximate date for the opéning of through
traffic over the Red River trail is 1834. In the light
of Browvn's statement ccncerning the date of and purpose
for establishing a post-at Traverse des Sloux, 1t is per-
fectly possible that the information 1s reiiable, This
American traveler Joilned Haydn at Traverse des Sioux 1n
September, 1844, and traveled with his treln for seversl
days on the return trip to the Red River, Two épecific
pointé along the route mentloned by him assist in ldentl-
fying the route followed by the train, One stop was made
at the "Petit Rochelle! or Little Rock River, which flows
into the‘Mlnnesdta River from the north near Fort Ridgely.'
other writings of his that there is little room for doubt
that he was the author of the editorial, The Columbdia
Fur Gompany wes organized in 1322, and 1ts traders oper-
ated in the upper Minnesota Valley until 1837, when 1t was
absorbed by the American Fur Company, Folwell, Minnesota, -
1: 190, High Island Creek has its source in the gouth- :
westernmost township of McLeod County and runs im an east-.
erly direction through Sibley County to the Minnesota Rive
er, a short dlstance north of Henderson, Rush Rlver like-
wlge flowe sastward through Sibley County to the kKinnesota -

River, & short distance scuth of Henderson. "Upham, Geo-
graphic MNemes, 318, 530, _ g : :




The other point mentioned 1s the Pomme de Terre River,
which 11kewise.flows into the Minnesota River ffom thé
.'north a short distance above Lac qul Parle.

For many of the settlers in the Red River settle~
ment, the trail to Traverse des Sioux offered a line
of escabe from the horrors of starvation and privation
which beset the members of Lord Selkirk's colony. When
Alexis Ballly returned to Mendota after his stock-selling
venture in 1821, he 1s sald to have brought with him
_ five familles_which had becone discouraoed with conal-
tions at fhe settlement, Whén the Long expedlition passed
through tke country in 1823 05 its way to the internation-
‘al boundary, 1t encountered at Lake Traverse severasl Swiss
emlgrants from ‘the Red River settlement on their way to
the Americen settlements on;the Mississlppl River, They
werevthe forerunhers of a stream of discouraged set;lers'
who fléd down the trail to an American haven. In the
spring Qf 1826, in consequence of disaétrous floods on
the Red River, 243 settlers left the Red River colony
in é body to make the long trek to'Fort Snelling. In
1827 Lawrence Tallaferro, Indian agent for the upper
Mississippi country, estimated that 330 refugees from

- the Red River country had reached Fort Snelling over

. 7. "Elk Hunting on the Prairies," in Spirit of the
Times, 19: 87 (April 14, 1849). ,
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 the Red River trail since 1821, °

While the migration from the Red River settlement

'{,,was getting under ﬁay, the_trails themsélves vere becbm~

ing better known, In 1823 Major Stephen H, Long was or-

" dered by the war department to make an expédition up thé

- Minnesota Rlver énd dbwn the Red River to the interna-
tional boundary for the purpose of establishing the bound-
,ary from that pbint to Lake Superior., The officlal ac-
cqunt of the Journey, written by William H, Keating; who
écéompanled the expedition as mineraloglst and geologlst;
g1Veé us the first detalled déscription bf-ihe Red River
route, From Fort Snelling, the maln body of the expedi-

tion set out up the Minnesota River in canoes, with the

" remainder following on foot along the south bank of the

river. Keating records that the difficulties of lend
travel &t the beginning were great'beéause of the marshy

- ground and heavy forests. At Traverse des Sioux,‘however,
the entire expedition took to the land route becadse of
the diffibulty of paddling canoes 1n the shoal waters of
the Minnesota. With the exceptlon of the cut-off &t the
big bend of the Minnescta River, over the Travefse des

Sioux, the party followed tralls along the south bank to

-

8. Sibley, in Minnesota Historical Collections, 1l: 383;
Keating, Narrative, 3: 2; Folwell, Minnesots, 1l: 3817, PFor
~accounts of other Journeys, see Mrs, Ann Adams, "Early
. Days at Red River Settlement, and Fort Snelling: Reminls-
cences, 1831-1839," in Minnesota Historical Collections,

- 6: 89-25 (5t. Paul, 1894), and Augustus L. Chetlain, "The
© _Red River Colony," in Hzrver's New Yonthly Yegmazline, 58:

.47-55 (December, 1878).f
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Big Stone Lake, Théy crossed to the.east sidé'of.thévned
River Valley between Lake Traverse and Big Stone Lake,
and for ihe-remainder of the way to Pembina fbllowed a
trall used by Pembina traders and hﬁniers, which rén close
'to the-east bank of the stream, nevef getfing more than
a few miles away from 1t.. When they reached a point oppo-
sit;‘Pembina, they crossed the Red River on a ferry.
The party was Joined at Léke Traverse by a half:breed
gulde and four Frenchiren with six carts, who were return-—
ing to the Red River settlement, fﬁgﬂithe Red River set-
‘tlers were content to travel with tﬁe Long party would
seem to indlcate that the trall wes familier to them, ¥
The number of travélers over the Red River route
during the following two decades can only be guesséd at,
for few records exist, It gradually became an importaﬁt
thoroughfare, however, aﬁd 11fé‘along i1ts way mﬁst have
been full of diversion. In 1833, for example, the trad-
ers and Indiszns along the route must have blinked in as-
tonlshment at thes sight of a flock of sheep, which was
'being driven from XKentucky through the wildefnesé to the
9. Keating, Narrative, 1: 324-458, 2: 1-32. Long's
manuscriot diary of this trip, in three small volumes,
1s in the possession of the Minnesota Historlcal Bocle-
ty. The Itelian adventurer, Glacomo C. Beltremi, accom-
panied the Long party to Pemblna, and his account of the
journey was published in French at New Orleans in 1824,
In 1828 an English version was published at London entl-

tled A Pilurimege in Eurove and America Leading to the
Discovery of the Sources of the liississippi end Bloody

[

River, with a Description of the Wnole Course of the
Former, and of the Onhlo, ' ' _
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ined River settlement. Robert Campbéil, one of & party
»f;from the Red River country which performed the feat,
ifoleft a Journal of his trip, which described in consider-
?; able detall the route followed, ~Through the Minnesota
" country, the shepherds followed a route up the Red Cedar
» River almost to its source, end then turned toward the

~ northwest, striking the Minnesota River near the blg
tﬁ.bend. With some difficulty, the extent of which can be

 Anmagined, they succeeded in getting thelr charges across
the river, snd a short distance farther on struck the
trail along the north bank of the river. At Lake Trav-
erse they crossed the Red River Valley, and followed along
" the west side of the valley to Pembina. 10
| In 1835 George W. Feathérstonhéugh; an English ad-
venturer, obtalned a commigsion as Uniteo States geolo-
gist, and, accompénled by Lieutenant William W. Mather
of tho United States army, made a Journey of exploratlon
through the Minnesota Valley.' Featherstonhaugh's explor-
ation tour, for the most part, was made by canoe yet in
the publishpd account of the Journey ho throws some light
upon the trade and trails in the Mlnnesota country. He
records that the supply boats of the fur company traveled
a8 far up the Minnesota as Patherson's Rapids, a full hun-
dred mlles above Traverse des SlouX, Here for the first

10. L. C, Sutherland ed upriving Sheep from Kentucky

to the Hudson's Bay Country, g in Annzls of Iowa, series
%, vol. *5, p. 243-353 (Aorll, 1926).
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time he mentlons the "charette roed of the Fur Company,"
over which, his guide informed him, the goods of the
traders were borne in "carts or charettes with two wheels

and‘ohe horse . . . across the prairies to thelr differ-

‘ent trading posts,t 11

The trail from the Red River did extend all the way
to the mouth of the Minnesota, however, for during that

summer the arrival at Fort Snélling of a train of carts

bearing the goods of refugees from the Selkirk colony
was chronicled, 2 John C.’Frémdnt,iwho; as a captain
in the regular army accompanied Joseph N, Nicollet on
his éxploring tour of western Minneéota during 1838,
found that a practicable cart rouﬁe led from Fort Snelle
ing to Traverse des Sloux, for he traveled over it,

As our Journey was to be over level and unbroken
country ithe camp matérial was carrlied in one-horse
carts, driven by Canadlan voyageurs, the men usual-
ly employed by the Fur Company in their business
through this region, . . . Our route lay up the
Minl~-sotah for about a hundred and fifteen miles,
to a trading-~post at the lower end of the Traverse
des Sloux. . . . We travelled along the southern
slde of the river, passing on the way several In-
disn camps, and establishing at night the course

of the river by astronomicel observatlions, The
Treverse des Sloux is & crossing-place asbout thirty

11, Featherstonhaugh, Cance Voyage, 1: 328, 2: 13.
The official report of Featherstonhaugh's expedition was
publishea in 24 Congress, 1 session, Senate Executlve Doc-
uments, no. 333 (serlal 282) under the title Report of a
Geological Reconnoisbance Made in 1835, from the Seat . of
Government, by Vay of Green Bay “end the Wisconsin Terri-
tory, to the Coteau de Frairie, .an Elevated Ridge Divid-
ing the Kissourl from.the St., Peter's River.

12, Edward D, Neill, "GOccurrences in and around Fort
-~ Snelling, from 1819 to 1840," in Minnesots Historicul
Coll@ctions, 2: 127 (st. Paul '1889). _
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. miles long, where the river makes a large rectangu-
~lar bend, coming down from the northwest and turn-
- ing abruptly to the northeast, . . . In this great
“elbow of the river is ., . . Big Swan Lake, the sum-
~mer resort of the Sisseton Sloux, Our way over the
crossing lay between the leke and the river, At the
end of the Traverse we returned to the right shore
et the mouth of the , . ., Cottonwood River,
At this point the Nicollet party left the Minnesota, end
':f‘traveled up the velley of the Cottonwood River, and thence
to the. Pipestone quarries on the western border of present~
day Minnescta, On the return trip, they turned northeast-
ward and ceme to tne Vinn;qota River at Lac qul Parle, No
mention 1s made of the kind of roads or tralls encountersd
on this portion of the Journey, but 1t 1s more than probo-
able that the carts of traders had traversed that portlon
.of Minnesots long befors the Nlcollet party made the trlp.l4
Stephen Riggs, who came to Minnesota to establish a
mlisslon among the Sloux at Lac qul Parle in 1837, reported
“that the road from Mendots to Treverse des Sioux was not .
to his liking, He records that he traveled by bost froum
. Mendota to Traverse des Sloux and over the traders' road
along the north baak of the Miﬁnesota River the remainder
of the way., As late szs 1840, according to Rizgs, the
traders! traill ended at the Traverse, for "it was then

regarded as absolutely lmpossible to take any wheeléd ve-~

" hicle through by land to Fort Snelling." A few years

13, John C, Fremont, Memolrs of gzlgggg, 1: 34 (Chica-
go and New York, 1887). ' .
14, rreuont Memolrs, 1: 36,



1ater‘a land route was opened which was passable,.but.
_“it was.véry difficult,n 15
Martin McLeod came to the Minnesota country from

the oppos}te direction, He.ehlisted as a_membér~of Gen-~
eral Jaﬁes_Dicksonfs unhapoy filibustéring expedition,
which sppeared in the Réd River country during the win-
ter of 1836, In March, 1837, McLeod left Pembina for a
hazardous late winter trip by dog teém to Mendota, durlng
which he almost lost his 1life when a §ra1rie bllzzard
overtock his party. He followed gﬂpdﬁte which led &along
the west side of the Red.River, fg? enough from 1t to
permit crossing the tributary streahs 1h thelr upver
reaches,‘where they could be forded easily. At the foot
of Lake Traverse he crossed to the east side and followed
thie road te the American Fur Company post run by Joseph
R. Brown. From Leke Traverse he went by cart to Traverse
des Sloux, fdllgwing the road along the north bank of the
~ Minnesota River, The remainder of the Journey was made
by canée,»-He_followed-a wellnbnown.trail for, almost
fifteen years before his journey, a little party of refu-
gees from the Red River colopy had followed the same
fquteAin escaping from the hardships of the Red River
frontier, 18

.By the late thirties there evldently were several

15, Stnohen R. 'nib g, Mery end I: Forty lears with
the Sioux, 49, 51, &2, 71, 82 (Cn*ce¢o, 1880;.

18. Nute, ed., 1n. binueao 2 History Bulletin, 4: 408«
*418 Adamu, in Minnesctea H*suowlcal Collections, 6: -89,
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trails in existence up the Red River Valley‘ One fol-
1owed close to the east bank of the river, while, on tne _
west side, one ran close to the river, and another, far |
‘enough fram'it to avold the mafshes and deep water at
the mouths bf the tributary streams, In the Minnésota '-'
Valley there were at least two maln tralls, one on eaéﬁ
islde of the river at least for a.portion_of the way. It
, is‘prbbable that the trail albng the north side was the
more limportant, ‘
It was 1n the decade of the forties that the Red
River trade became a distinct factor in the business of
' the American Fur Company. In 1843 or 1844 Norman W,
Kittson established a post for the compeny at Pembina,
and from this date unt;l well into the sixtles the Red
River trade and traills played an ilmportant part in the
development of Minnesota, Prior to this time, ﬁhé Red
River trade was carried on by independent traders, But
when Kittson's post was opened, the problems of supply~
ing 1t with goods and of tfansporting to Mendota the
furs end hides which he obtaiﬁed 1n trade became pfess~
fing; He solved 1t as the early Red River settlers had
~done -~ by using cart trainc. The first summer after
~ he had opened his post he sent a small caft train to
Traverse des Sioux by the o0ld route to Lake Traverss and
down the Minnesota Valley. Although he falled to realize
any profit on thié first venture, he repeated it the

- next year, and théreafter the Red Rlver cart trains



-_17 

became an éstabllshed.part of the Minnesota fur trade, 17 )
When 1t became apparent that Kittson's venture ﬁas.';

going to prove profitable, a competitor appeared in the
field, 1In 1846 or 1847 Joseph Rolette, one-time erployee
of Kittson, began business as an independent tradérn
Rolette was not satisfied with the route to the Minnesota
country by way of the Minnesota Valley, perhaps because
he had difficulty in disposing of his furs in direct com-
petition with the American Fur Company}agent,. At any
rate, his cart treins blazed a new;boﬁte to the lower
country., They followed the old route along the west sidse
of the Red River Valley to the junction of the Otter Tail
and Bolg des Sioﬁx rivers. At this point they struck off
in a.southeasﬁerly directlon to the valley of the Sauk
River, which they followed to iﬁs mouth, They forded the
Mississippi River a short dlstance ebove Sauk Rapids, and
followed along its east bank to St. Peaul, then still but
a struggling village, often referred to by the 0ld-time
settlers living there as "Pig's Eye Landing." Rolette
was a successful trader, and in 1847 he is sald to have
~sent a train of 120 carts to St, Paul, The trall which
he opened caume, in time, to be the main rguté of'trave;
between the Red River country and Minnésota, although

17. Clerence W, Rife, "Nérman'w. Kittson, A Fur-Trader
2t Pemblna," in Minnesote History, 6: 239, 245-248 (Sep-
tember, 1935); Pritcnett, in Lilnnesots History Bullstin,
5: 413; J. Fletcher Williaas, History of the City of

Salnt Paul, 48, 304 (lMinnesota Historical Collections,
~vol, 4 -- 3t, Paul, 1878). - A T
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 "* ; for'a while the Kittson trains_continued to follow the

.  f"(St.“?éu1), August 2, 1854,

‘,Minnesota Valleybroute. 18

During the forties other routes frowm the Red River
country came into prominence. It 1s probable that at
least some portions of them long had been traveled by
© the buffelo hunters of Pembina, as well as by traders,
Corresponding to the trall which skirted the western
edge of the Red River Valley where the tributary streams
were shallow, was a trall on the east silde, This traill
ran southeastward fron Pemblna to about the site of

- present-day Thlef River Falle., Here it turned southward
and followed the sandy beaches of glacial Lake Agassiz
to Elbow Leke, where it joined the Rolette trail, This
- route spparently was well traveled in the later years |
of the forties, for MajJor Samuel Woods, who made a recon-
‘nalssance of the Red Rlver Valley in 1849 to sélect.a |
slte for a military post, planned to follow this route
to.Pembina,b Unusually muddy roads on the route deterred
him, however, and he went instead by way of the Rolette
trall, 19
18, Williams, Saint Psul, 160; Pembina Settlement, 14
(=21 Congress, 1 session, House Executive Docuwments, no.
01 =~ sgerlal 577); Pritchett, in lMinnesota Hlictory Bule-
letin, §: 413. An account of the arrivsl of a cart traln,
undoubtedly Rolette's, at St, Paul on July 10, 1847, 1is
~contalned in the ¥Wlsconsin Herald of Lancaster for July
31, 1847, For a time after 1852, a route which led more
directly to Treverse des Sloux from the upper HMinnesota
Valley was pooular, It was not extensively usea, however,

‘becsuse of the danger_of Indian attacks, Weekly MVinne-
sotlan (St., Paul), July 24, 1852; iinnesots Democrat

19. Peumbina Settlement, 6,58;'9.
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Sometime during the decade the "woods trail"-was' '

opened by Red River travelers, This route to the Minne-

sota country followed the easternmost tralil from Pemblna

to a polnt & short distance south of the crossing of the
Wild Rice River, Then 1t turned eastward, skirted the
north shores of Detroi£ and Otter Tail lakes, followed
the valleys of the Leaf and Crow ¥Wing rivers, and crossed
‘the Mississippl River at Crow wa,ng.'} From that point it
led southward along the east bank of the Mississiooi and

Joined the Rolette trail at Sauk Ranidso William Halletb,

an employee of the Hudson's Bay Comoany, is said to have
opened this road in 1844, after an attack on a cart train
by unfriendly Sioux Indians the preceding season. This-
route had one very obvious advantege for the Req Rivef
people, fof many of them were related by bloocd or mar-
riage to Indlans of the Chippewa tribes, and thls road
passed almost entirely through Chippewa territory. Jona-
than E. Fletcher, agent for the Chlppewa Indians of the
upper Mississippl, stated in 1849 that there was communi~
catlon with Pembina over this route as early ag 1847, and
Henry M. Rlce reported that 1n 1848 the half-breeds from
Pembina brought & large duantity of pemmican to Crow Wing-
and that he purchased several thousand pounéds of 1t.
Travel along the route'was likely.to be difficult and ex-
pensive, for it led through mﬁch swampy'and heavily wooded
country. The cart brigedes, therefo“e, preferred the |

prairle’trails. Yet 1% was a favored route for winter.
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‘ltravel, the wools along the way providing a frienaly

" shelter from the bitter storms that raged on the pra1~
20 |

‘ r1es.~v
| There was one other route to the Red River settle-
" ments frbm the Menﬁota_post‘of the American Fur Company,
‘vIt waSva winter route, leading to Pembina from Crow Wing
6ver the frozen surfaces of Gull, Leéch, Casé, and Red
lskes, Durlng open sessons, 1f 1t was used at all, 1t
Fgeryed as a canoe route, vApparently 1t wes used in the
main for.carrying mail, Throughout the greater portion
of the territorial period,; the only mall communication
possible between the two centers of population was by
 private carrier, and only a limited number of mell de-
viivaries were made. each year, During the summer season,
- £he‘ma11 was entrusted to any traveler who chanced to
beyﬁéssing thrdugh, althéugh generslly a leader of a
 cart trzin assumed chearge of 1t, During the winter Kitt-
son and Sibley maintained communi catlon'bv speclal mec-
jsenber, and in 1850 the traders at Pembina and the Hud-.
~son's Bay Company united to establlish a private mall ser-
viée, 4 government msil route, on a monthiy basis, vecs
established in 1852 from Pembina to Crow Wing, but 1t
‘was discontlnued_after about & yeer, The long Jjourney

was made by dog team during the winter and took from

- 20, mlnPFhOuE pemocrbt, August 2, 18854; John C.
Schultz, The Cla Crow #Hing Trall, 4, 12 (Aistorical
- and Sclentific Soclety of Lanltoba, Transactions, no.

4E;~- Ninnipeb, 18 5d). : '
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twenty dzys 1o a month, dependin ugon the occurrence
J e 3 pen S

of winter storms, The dog sled was a toboggan~like
'conveyance - g single'plenk'turned up at one end like
a fidaleheaa " was the way Lieutenant Zwbulon Y. Plke
crived it -- crawn by a team of from three to seven
dogs, usually hitched tanaem. Undéer favorable condi-
tlons, the traineau de glace, as the voyageurs called
it, could travel from thirty to fifﬁy mlles in a day.
Winter travelers usually went 1n‘oairs, partly for
protection ageinst the hazards of ‘the trip, but also
because the handling of a dog sled on unbroken tralls
required two men, One of them went ahead of the dogs
to bresk the trail through the soft snow, and the other
traveled benind to gulde the sied. Snowshoes were en
“important part of thelr equipment, 21
'The Red River trails were so varieble that they.
scarcely could bte called roads, Rather they were routes
. of trevel, The traders'! caravane rarely followed exact—
21, Minnesota Pioneer, Jerch 6, 1850, January 29, Scp-
tember 9, 1852, Lecember 1,: 1853; NinneSOua Democrat
February 11, 1851 Dailx.winnefot“ Pioneer (5t. Paul),
December 13, 18¢4 Dally Ploneer anG bemocorst (s8t, Paul),
May 13, 1856 u’x‘ed B, Sibley to Henry H., Sibley, Febru-
ary- a6, 1853 'in the 5ibley Pspers, in the possesslon of
the Minnesote Historical Soclety. The perils of winter
travel are graphically described in the pages of Martin
McLeod!s diary which record his Journey from Pembina to
Leke Traverse 1in Marcn, 1837, See Nute, ed,, in lMinne-
sota History Bulletin, 4: 408-415., 5Selah G. Yright, a.
migssionary et Red Lake, recorded that, on a winter trip.
from his wmisslon to Pembina in 1843, hils conveyance was
en ox-drawn sled, which consisted of a plank £ifteen

feet long with one end turﬂea up, Nute, in Minnesots -
His torj Bul Tet‘?ng 5: 567. : T EEE o

a
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flylthénéame treil two years in succession, The trains
went where grass was most abundant for pastufing the
stdﬁk, where troublesome\lndians wefe most easily avolded,
',gnd where the grades were easlest, the ground fir@est,
" and the'fbrding places shallowest. BSlnce the oxen or
‘  horses héd to find their forage along the route, travel-
ing on the tralls was restricted to the perioa between
It 1ate-spr1ng,ana winter, The pralrie grasses usually
~were tall enough to furnish forage 1ln May, and the de-
parture of the treins usuclly took pi;ce during that
: mohth° Ordinarily, they retﬁrnsd to the Pembina reglon
;'dufing September, slthough trains occasionally made the
htripllater. Upon such occaslons, however, they ran the
riék of Dbelng overtaken by the sudden fell blizzards

prevelent in prairle rebion g, or by the equally hazard-

,~‘

' ous prairie fires, kindled by Indians, by careless trav-
elefé, or by lightning., The fires destroyed the feed

_for the cattle, and many a caraven endured incredible

. hardships as & consequenoe of encounterling them.

'LQver this network of trading routes, the commerce
of the frontler passed, and the symbol of that commerce
yas thebunique, unwieldy Red River cért. How the carts
originéted, no one knows, but they weré extensively
used 1in the prairie reglons of the Red River Valley
i:almost from the time the first white men appeared there,

’]‘They were uyoically the product of frontler reSuvxceful—

”V)nessiana of frontier poverty. A wagon or cart we.s neeaed ’
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on the far'ffinge'of civilization, but it was 1mpracti~
cablé to lmport 1t.> The plainsman, therefore, devised

a cart of his o%n¢ Two large wooden wheels,‘crudely but
sturdily built, were mounted on a heaﬁy.wbd&en axle upon
which a box-—like framework was fastened.' Because of the
séaréity of iron on the frontler, none was used in the
manufacture of the cart. Instesd, pegs of hardwooG and
fastenlings of rawhide held the CQrtftogether,'.Sinoe it
was made of the materials at hand, the cartman could
repalr 1t with the materials that he founa along the

line of march. When fully loaded with from four to eight
hundred pounds of furs or other goods, it could be drawn
by a single ox or pony hitched to wooden thills with a -
hezrness of rawhldc; énd one gaudily dressed half-breed
often drove four or five of them, He drove the lezd ani-
mal,>and_thbse_behind were_hitched to the carts shead by
thelr halter strsps, It wes en awkward appesring contri-
_ vance, but it was light and sﬁrong, ahd the huge dished

~ wheels passed lightly over ground too soft to sustaln
smaller wheels, The wllderncss cartman used no lubrica--
tion on his vehicle, save only en occaslonal application:
of buffalo tallow,anaenxunmuslcalscreeohing and walling
of a wooden hub fretting agsinst a wooden axle was &n
inevitoble accompanlment of eech revolution of a cart
heel, Occaslonally several hundred carts traveled in

a train, end the nolse of their passayge could Te neard



RED"' RIVER OXCARTS ON THE STREETS OF 8T. PAUL IN 1859
[From a photograph in the possession of the
' ‘Minnesota Historical Soclety. ]
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for_miies around., 22
The Red River trade was an liportant part of fron—
tier economy. One hilstorlan hes estiméted tnat four-
fifths of the entire annual shipment of furs and robes
from St, Paul came from the Red River country. The
number of carts employed in the trede increased until,
during the helght of the trade in 1858; &s many &s slx
hundred carts were feported to have mode the annusl ex-
curslon, The factors which led to the decline of the
- cart caravans consisted largely of improvements in the
.meaxe of transportation, In 1859 a steamboat was placed
In service on the Red River and a wagon rcad was opened
to the river, The steomboat shortened the land journey
to a little more than.two bundred mlles, and the road
made 1t possible to transport furs to St. Paul by team
more rapldly end at less expense than could be done by
oxcart, The Red River cart traffic was dealt its mor=
tal blow by the rallroad. The St. Paul and Poclfic
Rallrcad weas completed between St. Psul and Sf. Anthony

during the summer of 1862, Each year thereefter, it

" "was pushed a little farther toward the northwest, and

each year more and more of the carts stOpped at the
terminus qf the rallrosd, When the caravens set out
22. Pembina Settlement, 11, 14; Folwell, Minnescte,

1: 236; W. G. Fonseca, On the St, Paul Tr:il in tre
Sittleu, 2-4 (Historlcal end Sclentific soclety of

L e e e

Manitoba, Transactions, no, 56 -- Winailpeg, 1900};
Joseph J. Hargrave, Red River, :8—60 (lOﬂl;rQl 1”71)
- Minnesota Democrat, Tuky 32, 1851,
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in 1866, the railroad had been complsted to St. Clou,
. and for the next few years, the éoutherh terminus of
the cart trains which still continuéd'in the trsde was
there, In 1872 the Nortihern Pacific Railroad wasg Com-
‘pleted to Moorhead on the Red River, and theroafter the
ennual pllgrimidges of the Red River cart caravans
ceasedovgz | |

¥hile the carts of the Red Riﬁer caravans %ere
wearing tralls into the tough prairie'sod, other fac<
tors were &t work to help build éwféﬁndation for a road
"system in the Minnesota reglon, fbne.of these was the
government of the Unlted States, viich, during the dec-
ade followlng the war with England, was sceking to
- extend and consolidate its authority on the western fron-
tier, In 1818 the érmy chlefs were evolving a plan for

frontier defense whlch contemplated the establishment

5

‘a mllitary frontier far in sdvance of the frentler
cof settlement, To provide for the control of the In-

‘dlans and to .protect the interests of Americen fur trad-

- 283, Willlams, Salnt Paul, 306; Russell Blakeley,
"Opening of the Rea River of the North to Comaerce and
Civilization,'" in Minnesots Historicsl Collectlons, 8:
4586 (St, Paul, 1898). The Sauk Paplds New Ers for
August @, 1860, recorded tne arrival of a “trein of 30
wagons, belonging to the Burbank company, loaded with
430 bales of bufrfalo robes and 50 besles of furs, wnlch
they were carrylng from the Red River to St, Paul for
the Hudson's Bsy Company. The entlire shipment from
the Hudson's Bay Company in 1860 amounted to more than
2,100 bales of furs and robesz, and 130 tcams were kKept
constantly on the road to hzul them, -

-
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ers, the army planned to construct a éeries‘of frbntier
. forts, One of these wés to be lécatedhat the_mouth»of» 
the Mlinnesota River, aﬁd another, either at the mouth of
the Yellowstone River 6r &t the Mandan viliéges on the:

Missourl River in present-day North Dakota,. In 1819

Colonel Henry Leaveaworth was sent with a detachment of
troops to construct the post on the upper Mississippl
River, end at the same time another eipedition under

the command of Colonel Henry Atkinson set off toward the
mouth of the Yellowstone River, Thé”Lsavenworth commandi
fulfilled its mission by establishing‘the post which
1atér became Fort Snell:fng° The Yellowstone expedition
found sucﬁ obstacles in the way of navigating the Mis-
sourl River 1n the imperfect steamboats with which 1t
was providsd, that it got no farther than the Council
Blﬁffs, not far from the site of present-dsy Omaha,
There Atkinson established "Camp Missourl," waich be-
came & permanent post known as Fort Atkinson, These

665 frontiér posts were to_éb—operate with one another
in the enf@rcement of the law and preservation of order,
but. cbuoperation was dependent upon the establishment |
of a means of communication., The distance between them
was almost 1,300 miles by water,‘but only 300 miles of
wllderness separated them., It therefore was essential
thet a land route be opened. 34 | |

' 24. pmerican State Papers: Military Affairs, 2: 33; N
Valentline H. Porter, ed., "Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny,"
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‘In the summer of 1820 & small detachment of sol-
dlers under the comma@d of Captain MatthewiJ.‘Magee was
dispatched from the post on the MisséutivRiver tb eX-
plore a route for a foad to Fort Snelling, Mageé had
“orders to head directly to the new fort, bﬁ£_the coun~
>try was unknown to the party, and thelr guldes proved
unrellable, They went up the vaelley of the Boyer River
almostkto l1ts source in weStern'Iowa,fthen turning to the
northeast, they passed a few miles,sQuih of Spirit Lake,
They had hoped to reach the Minnesoiﬁgﬁiver, but by the
time they came to the Des Moines Ri%éf they were hope-
-lessly lost. 1They turned more ané gore to the east,
and frdm the Des Molnés River to a point just béyond the

Cedar River they traveled almost along what 1s today

in Missouri Historical Collections, 3: 8-~123; Edgar B,
Wesley, Guarding the Frontier, 144-158 (Minneapolis,
1935). Atkinson's instructions for opening the road
towerd Fort Snelling are contalned in a letter from
the secrctary of war, John C. Calhoun, dated April
10, 1820; a letter from Calhoun to Leavenworth of the
same date contalns instructions to open the road to-
ward Councll Bluffs, Letter book coples of these let-
ters are in the War Department Archives in Yashington,
The letters cited may be found in volume 11, pages 17
and 18, respectively, .of the secretary of War, Letter
Books, Photostatic coples of many of the documents in
the archives of the war and interior departments which
are clted in this work are in the possession of the
Minnesota Historical Soclety, That society also has
coples of calendars of those archives complled by Dr.
Newton D, Mereness, For the sake of convenlence, in.
clting a document in the war or interior departument
archlves, the number sssigned to the item in the cal-~
endar will be plsced in parentheses after the cita-
tion, The calendar numbers for the above cltations
are 1048 and 1049, reepectively, o :
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Missouri to the Mississippi River.

ROUTE FOLLOWED BY CAPTAIN MCGEE )
[From Missourl Historical Collections, 3: 16.]






“the bounaany line between Iowa and Mlnnesota. After
'crocsing the Cedar River they turnea northward crossed
the Zumbro River, and reached the Misslssippil at.the
village of the Sioux chlef, Red Wing, oﬁ Lake Pepin,
' They were still_fif%y miles fronm their destination, but~”
by following Indisn trails along the banks of the Mis-
sissippl River they reached the fort without further
difficulty. .They were not satisfied with the route
they had followed, and the report of Captaln Stephen W,
Kearny, who accompanied the expeditlon; indicated_that
1t would not be pfacficable for other than small forces
because of the écarcity of wood and water and the rugged
“character of the country; and.he advised against the
construction of a mllitary rozd over 1t, 85

The unfavorable report on the proposed road cau;ed _
the project to lapse, The explorers returned to their
"post.on the Missouri River by boat, send the probabllity
of opening a land route seemed remote, It 1s possible
that one or mbrevof the members of the expedition re-
tﬁrned by the land foute ér'that they made a later eXx-
ploration, for a map published in 1823 in Edwiﬁ.James's

account of the Long expeditlon clearly shows a route

25, Porter, ed., in Missouril Historlcal Collectlons,
3: 8-39, 99~1,*; Wesley, Guarding the Froatler, 188,
brigade srder to Magee to comuwand an expedition to
mark a route from Councll Biuffs to Fort Snelling,
- June 23, 182 in War Departuent Archives, Adjutant
ufne”al's Off icc, Midcellanoous Collection, Letter
Booke, 1792m18°6 vol., 24, v, 72 (Calen&ar, 5p2)
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 from the fort on the Missouri River to the outpost at
the mouth of the Minnesota River, which 1s labeled
Wt. Telcotts route in 1820." Lieutenant Andrew Tale
cott, of the englneers corps, accompanled the Magee
expedition, but the route indicated on the James map
1s not the one Magee followed, In 1820 Lewls Cass rec-
ommended that Talcott would be a suitable person to
conduct an expedition up the Minnesota River, and, al-
though no report of it has been found; such an exploraé
tion may have been made, Al any paﬁeg the map in the
James account shows a route closei&jfollowing the
Minnesota River from its mouth to the polnt vhere the
river turns toward the northwest, and thence leading
almost directly to the fort on the Missourl River. 2?
Fof o deczde and a half no furtner effort wes
made to open a land route between the Missouri and up-
‘per Mississippl country, During the middle thirtles,
however, the question of frontier defense was agaln
raised, and 1n'1836_CQngreés appropriated SlOO,OOOV
for the construction of a mllitary road along the
26, Porter, ed., in Missourl Historical Collections,
3. 27. Jemes's Accouat of an Expedition from Piltlse-
burgh to the Rocky Mountains, Performed in the Years
1819, 1820 . . . under the Commend of Ma]. 8. . Long,
ie reprinted in volumes 14-17 of Reuben G. Thwaltes,
ed,, Early Western Travels, 1748-1840 (Cleveland, 1905),
The map referred to ls reproduced on pege 20 of volume
14, No record has been found to 1lndicate that Leaven-
“worth dlspatched e party from Fort Snelling to open &
road to Council Bluffs in compliance with the instruc-
ticns of April 10, 1820, from Cszlhoun. See gnte, P.

~ 27n. It may pe that Talcott wae selected for this
~duty upon the arrival of the Magee expedition.,
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whole western frontier from the Red River in Arksnsas
to the upper ilsslssippl River betweeﬁ the Des Molines
and Minnesots rivers, connecting &ll the outiying fron-
‘tier posts, Construction on it was to be helé to a
‘minimum, end the soldiefs garrisoned on the frontiér
were to do only.as much work as was needed to meke 1t
passable, Exploratlons for the new route were begun
immedletely, The road was dlvided into three sections,
the northernmost of which extended from Fort Sneliing

to Fort Lesvenworth, In July, 1838, Captain MNeatkan
Boone of Fort Leavenworth arrived at Fort Snelling having
complete& his reconneslssance of the northern <'11v.‘£::ior1,a
By ﬁhe end of 1838 construction on the middle and south-
ern sectlilons wes well under way, but on the recommehda-*
‘tlon of the guartermaster genersl of the army no work
wes dong on the northern di&ision, inasmuch as the whole
fegion.was "represented as an open prelrie, thet may

be treversed in all directions without difficulty." To
preserve the line of communicetlon, however, he recom-
mended that Intermedlste army posts pe esteblished near
the mouth of the Blg Sloux River on the Missourl River,

and at soms place onﬁthe Minnesota River, <7

27. Stetutes et Large, 5: 67; report of the quarter—
master wgeneral, November 29, 1833, in 26 Congress, 1
sg¢eelon, Senate Executive Documents, no, 1, p, 112-115
(serisl 354), Tne exact route followed bty Boone 1s not
known, obut Captain Jsmes Allen, who in the suunmer of
1844 made gn expedlition from Fort Des Holnes through
the Indlien country of southsrn ¥innesota and eastern
South Dakota, dilscovered a stake in the prairie sod




' Thesé explorations were not destined to resulﬁ in
the'construétion of roads, but. they were forerunners
of an extensive program of militaly.roads inaugurated
in Minnesota after the organization of the terfitory.
They added to the knowledge of the topogré?hy of Min-
nesota, and eventually a military road wss constructed

‘along the general route they covered, while the crea-

1 d

tion of Fort Ridgely on the Minne%ota River in 1853
wes an echo of the recommendation of the war uep rtment
in 1839 In otker wajs, too, the mllitsry an qisted in
outlining the road system of Vinnesote,' The expedltions
of Major Long end Majer Woods deAineated the great ar-
teries bf trevel to the Red River country, The sol-
dlers at Fort unelling constructca roeds 1in the vicin-
1ty of the fort -- to the Falls of £t., Antbony and to
Lexe Calhoun ~- and they were instrumentzl in cstzb-

lishing the fe rry across the llnnesota niver at len-

dots, <8

near the Pes Molnes River in the vicinity of pnresent-
dey Windom end explains that he "thought 1t was prob-
ebly on the route of Ceptain Boone . . . from Fort
Leavenvorth to Fort Srnelling . . . though I could cee
no other trace of theilr march," Jacob Van der Zee,
ed., "Captailn Jemes Allen's Dragoon Expedition from
Fort Des Moines, Territory of Iowe, in 1844," in Iowa
Journal of History and Polities, 11: €3 (Jonaarj,
T91%). The route followed by Boone, therefore, prob-
&bly skirted the north shore of Heron Leake, and very
likely reached the lilnnesota River at the greast bend:
near lenkato, '

28, Mercus L, Hensen, 014 Fort Znelling, 1813-
1858, 7%, 81 {Iows City, 1918); E. S, Seymour, Skeich
es of Ulnnp:o ta, the New England the ¥est, 117~ 119
(Wew York, 185 O) '

of
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Wheh Fort Snelling waé estabiished_in 1819, it
“was far beyond the fringes of civilization, Within =«
score of years, however, the process of settlement
brought people to its very wallé,"and, where Indians
‘had once rovedlat will, the bveginnings of towns and
clties were to be found, Up to 1857 the infsnt set-
tlements in the shadow of Fort Snelling were located on
Indian lends, The negotiatioh of treaties during the
summer of that year with the Sioux znd Chippewa Indlans
resulted in the relinquishment of the Indian title to
the portion of the Minnesotavcountny east of the Lils-~
slissiopl River and south of a line drawn due east from
'the mouth of the Crow Wing River., One of the strong-
est forces that had worked for the negotiation oflthe
reaties was the lumbering interest, for the vealley of
~the St. Croix Rlver posseséed forests of white pine
ﬁnequailed in the Northwest, and lumbermen of Wiscon~
sin and ﬁichigan were casting covetous eyes thet way.
Indeed, some of them had not walted untll the tresties
were negotiated to cut a few trees, In 1837 a town
was lald out at the falls of the St, Cfoix River, and
two years later the.first szawmill wae bullt &t Marine,
on the site of present-cay Stillwatef, Joseph R. Brovu,
one-time drummer boy st Fort Snelling, Indien trader,
- and lumberman, leid out a townsite which he célled |
Dakotah, Lumber camps'appeared in the cholce forests

of white pilne, and the bum of the sawmlll testified to
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= a rapidly growlng 1ndﬁstry; Within a dozen yesrs of
the signingvof ﬁhe treaties, 1umbermeh had gained affirm
foothold 1in the Minnesota country, and a'dq£t1ng of
cleared spzces in the wilderness between Stillwater and
the landing, which was dignified by thé héme St. Paui,
presaged tke advance of an agriculturasl frontier.»gg'b
The lumbermen were probably the first road builders
in tho timberlande of the St. Croix. Valley. Not a great
'deal 1s known about the roads tney built for they were
but temporary trailo. When the erketablc timber in a
locallty vwas exhausted, the 1umbe1 camp was recioved,
and the roads were permitted to-grow up to wilderness
again, The logs were cut in the interior, hauled over
rough tralls to the bank of a neighboring stream, and,
when theispring thaw ceme, were floated down to the
great mills at Stillwater, St. Anthony Folls, and
Merine ﬁillse As the streams in the spring served as
highways for carfying the cut of the season to the_
‘mllls, 80, 1in the'wintér, they served as the highwaye
~over which tke infrecuent trips were made from lumbnr
camps to mills or towns The roeds of the 1umoermen
were not elaborate, for the heavy snowfalfs of Minnesote
29, Wolwel;, ~1gggigta, 1: ”lu-o Agricultural
settlement began in Woolbury end Newoort townsnips of
Weshlngton County in 1845 and 1847, respectively, while
erlgrants from the Red River countrj settled in Afton
and Lakeland townshins betveen 1837 and 1842, Gcorge
E. Werner and Charles li, ¥Foote, eds., History of Yash-

ington County snd the St. Croix Vo;lej, 231, 2886, 400,
_4lo Zwinnerpoli g, 1581, O




winters leveled off the unsven places, and the process

of construction usuelly consisted merely of the’rembval
of brush and ihe cﬁtting cf stunps even with:thenground,
A_So@etimes these logging tréils became the basls for -
. roads of another generation, for, even when ébandoned,
traces of them rcmsined for a decade or more, 30
The growth of settlement 1n the area west of the -
St. Croix Ri&er necessitated the provision of a more
adequaﬁe system of governrent, In 1837, thereforé, the
codéd area was added to Créwford County, which‘coﬁprised
most of the northwestern portion of the territory of
Wiscénsin. Two years later, Joeephk R, Brown wasg elected
delegate from Crawford County to the Wisconsin territori-
al leglelature. He was responslible for the passage of
an act, early in 1840, that divided Crawford County,
and creatéd from the northern portion a new county called
St. Croix, Most of the settlers in the new county were
living in the St, Croix Velley, and, when they voted
on a location for‘the-county seat, they chose Brown's

mythical clty of Dakotah., Thua, the center for the

government of St. Crolx County was placed on future

30. Daniel Stanchfield, "History of Piloneer Lumber-
ing on the Upper Nississippl end Its Tributaries,! in
Minnesots Historical Collecticns, 9: 335-362 (8t, Paul,
1901)., A brief description of logging rosds may be
found on paze 346 . of this asrticle., An 1llustration
of the zdaptation of on old logying road to the needs
of a later generatlion may be found in the opening of a
.road frem Suverior to Taylor's Falls in 1854, a por-
tion of which followed & logzzing ro=d, See post, p.l09.
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Minnesota soll, and, almost ten»years.befdre the organ-~

~1zatlion of Minnesoté Territory;-the voters were‘gaining

experience in handling thelr locel affairs“under a
county government 31

In the Wisconsin plan of government county commis~

\‘Bioners had the power to make arrangements for opening

new roads updn petition of at least ten householders in
the township in which the proposed road was to be lo-
cated; six of whom were required to live in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the road, Three¥di§interested electors
of the county, chosen by the com@igéioners, were to

-

select the route for the proposed road, Upon the com-

'pletién of thnelr task, they were required to deposit

a copy of thelr proceecdings with the county commigssion-

p ]

1,

w“

ers, who, if the report favored the opening of the To

=

assumed the responsibllity for 1its completlon, To keep
roads in repalr, the office of rosd supervisor was
created. This officer, who was sppolnted by the county
commissioners, hed to see thaf all male citizens of his
district between ihe ages of 21 &nd SO‘worked on the |
roads for two dafs in each year, To him also was en#
trusted the task of collecting thé rosd tax, imposed
by the county commlssloners, which was not to exéeed
one-half of onc per cent of the value of the real

estate sssessed, The tax was payable elther ln money

3l. Folwell, Minnesota, 1l: B31-334.
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lof.iﬁ‘léborxon the roads atAtﬁe rate of two dbllaﬁs.per
‘day. If the county commissionersvdecided thaet bridges
were needed, 1% ﬁas the duty of the suéervisor_to'bulld
them, Money for thelr constructlon was to be supplisd
'by the commlseloners from the_general roed fund, 33

At the first meeting of the commissloners of St.
Crolx County 1n October, 18490, one roal superviscr was
appointed, The following year, however,'three such
officlals were named, probably becausé the territo£1a1
legislature of Wisconsin in 1841 passed scts authorilz-
ing the opening of three roads, from Marine M1lls on
the St. Croix to Gray Cloud Island on the Missisesippi
'Ri#er, ffom the falls of the St. Croix River to karine
Mille, and from Prescott's Ferry et the mouth of ‘the
Asc. Croix River to Gray Cloud Island, For most of the
'remaining years before Wiséonéin became a state, the
fecordé of the county commisgsloners sre available,band
they show thap road supervisors were appolnted every
year except in 1844 and 1846, Apparently thore was
iittle sctivity In road construction, however, for,
aéide from opening the roads authorized by the Wiscon-
ain legislature in 1841, the only other work recorded
ﬁas-that of locgting a2 road from Siillwater to Marine
M1ills in October, 1847, There must also have been a
" road of some kind leading to the mouth of the St, Crolx

‘River, for the county commlissloners in 1840 authorized

 32. Wisconsin Territory, Statutes, 1839, p,. 107-114,
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3hilandér Préscott'to operate a ferry there, and in tﬁe.
spring of 1844, the half-sterved sottlers at the falls
_of the St. Croix cut a road "fifty miles éopFori Snell-
' ingﬂ“ Plonecer accounts record thsat there was.éléo a road
" from St. Paul to Stillwatér which was treveled at least
~as early as 1847, A visitor to Minnesota early in 1849
described. these roads and also & much~tfaveled wagon
road 1egd1ng'from Taylor's Falls toathe pineries on.
Sunrise River. The roads of prefféﬁfitofialhMinnesota
were, for the most part, naturalfﬁgéils; that 1s, prac-
ticaily the only work done on théakwas to remove the
@imbervand brush, They resembléd;the traderst traile
‘which crossed the western prairies in that they véried
from year to year as the old routes became rutted or‘
full of mudhdles, or as new ones Wwere discovared which
were shortervor smoothef. 23
By 1849 Minnecsota already had a conslderable frame-
work of roeds upon which to build, The itraders of the
Indian éountry left & network of tféils which led to
~the far western portioné of the territory. The miliﬁary

guardlsns of the frontier left a projected, although

33. Moses M. Stroag, History of the Territory of
Wisconclin, from 10328 to 1848, 343, 374, 375 (Msdleon,
1865); werner and Foote, eds., Washington County, 193,
322, 328, 230; Stanchfield, in Minnescta Historical
Collections, 9: 335; Seymour, Sketches of iilnanssote,.
177-197; rlorence A, Hartwig, "Earliest Polltical Ac-
tivity end Organization in the Upper Misslsslippl Coun-
try," 51, 53, 60. Ta2 latter 1s.a mister's thecls,
in manuscript form, which was submlited at the Univer-
- 8ity of Minnecsota in 1925, ' ' R
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uncompiete@ systém of military roads and an increased

, knowledgé of the Minnesota country., Minnescta also ih—
'herited.a few struggling settlementé,and fambling roads
An the St., Croix delta, which provided the nucleus for
future growth, More important then ell these in the
development 6f the Minnesota'road gystem was the heritage
received from the.territory of Wisconsin in the form of

a body of laws, providing the basis for the government

of the territory of Minnesotla.
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