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From its museums to its historic sites, its library to its

extensive collections and its award-winning web site,

the Minnesota Historical Society invites exploration.

Set aside some time this year to visit the Society and

discover some of Minnesota history’s amazing treasures 

at the History Center in St. Paul, Mill City Museum in

Minneapolis or at any of our 24 historic sites across the

state. Your story can be found here.
David Koch, President, Minnesota Historical Society



Over the past year, the Society has been spreading the word that History Matters! We know that our
museums and historic sites contribute to the quality of life in Minnesota and that they attract hundreds of
thousands of tourists to Minnesota each year. We know that the programs we offer to our schoolchildren
prepare them for citizenship by helping them see themselves in the larger picture of the state’s story. With the
help of our members and friends, we have conveyed the significance of our work to the state’s leaders.

The results of our combined efforts are measurable. In April of this year, the Minnesota Legislature
passed a capital budget, or bonding bill subsequently signed by the Governor, which included $6 million for
Society projects. Along with funding to maintain our historic sites, the bill included an amount enabling us to
address the current restoration needs of Historic Fort Snelling and to prepare this most important historic site
to play an expanded role in the Society’s programs. On June 30, 2005, the Legislature provided for the Society’s
annual operating needs with increased funding to help support historic sites that were relying heavily on the
generosity of private donors. This increase in our appropriation will also enable us to remove the fee for school
tours at the State Capitol. A separate appropriation provided funding to train teachers to use the Society’s
curriculum “Northern Lights.” We also received an appropriation to begin planning the observance of
Minnesota’s 150th anniversary of statehood.

Although the Society’s capital and operating budget needs required much attention, we focused most
of our energy on delivering an extraordinary program to the state’s people, as the details of this report show. For
all that was accomplished, the Society remains thankful for generous support from you—our members, donors,
staff and governing board members, volunteers and our elected leaders Governor Tim Pawlenty, the Minnesota
Legislature and local officials around the state. You have demonstrated your conviction that, indeed, History
Matters! Your trust in our work inspires us to do as much as we can for the state’s people as we care for
Minnesota’s past, ever mindful of Minnesota’s future.

Nina Archabal, Director



HISTORY MATTERS—TO ALL OF US!

MINNESOTA’S GREATEST GENERATION PROJECT 
IS SOCIETY’S LARGEST-EVER INITIATIVE

MILL CITY MUSEUM ESTABLISHES ITSELF AS 
ONE OF MINNEAPOLIS’ PRIME ATTRACTIONS

The Society’s message that History Matters spread far and wide. In
March, History Matters Day at the State Capitol showed that
support for the Society is as strong as ever. Presentations were given
by Society staff members, legislators and colorful costumed
interpreters showing the breadth of our programs, including a
photogenic Dominique rooster, who came to the occasion from the
Oliver H. Kelley Farm and drew crowds wherever he stopped.
Supporters— many sporting History Matters pins — visited
legislators in their offices, adding to the swell of letters, phone calls
and e-mails that grew throughout the session. In the end, the
Society’s operating budget was passed. It included much-needed
funding for threatened historic sites, restoring a level of stability to
a network that has endured difficult financial times in recent years.

The Society began one of the most comprehensive projects it has
ever undertaken with the Minnesota’s Greatest Generation project,
a multi-faceted effort to document those who came of age in the
mid-20th century. This generation’s endurance and ingenuity
allowed them to overcome the Great Depression, win the Second
World War and enjoy unprecedented prosperity in the post-war
years. The Society’s goal is to preserve this generation’s history and
make it accessible to coming generations. In the first phase of the
project, the Society conducted 19 workshops across the state devoted
to protecting and preserving photographs, diaries, letters and other
materials. The Society also began an extensive oral history project
and a major effort to collect and conserve artifacts from the era.
Gen. John Vessey, a Minnesotan and former Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, agreed to serve as the honorary chairman of the
project, which will culminate in a major exhibit in 2008.

Mill City Museum had another successful year with attendance at
nearly 130,000. Mill City Live, the museum’s free outdoor music
series, continued to attract new visitors with attendance nearly
doubling during its second year. Media outlets from around the
country continued to praise the museum as a must-see destination.
Prominent newspapers, including the Washington Post, Dallas
Morning News and the St. Petersburg Times, as well as Travel &
Leisure magazine, touted the museum in travel-related articles,
bringing attention from across the country.

2005 HIGHLIGHTS
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MILLIONS ENJOY SOCIETY’S SERVICES AT MUSEUMS,
HISTORIC SITES AND WEB SITE

More than six million visitors made the trip to the History Center,
Mill City Museum, our 24 historic sites statewide, or visited us
electronically on the Society’s award-winning web site. More than
250,000 visitors enjoyed the History Center’s exhibits and over
30,000 researchers found what they were looking for in the
Minnesota Historical Society Library. The immense popularity of
Nine Nights of Music continued to grow, with nearly 6,000 people
attending the summer music series. Nearly 600,000 visitors learned
about our state’s history at our historic sites, including more than
200,000 students. The web site’s online store received more than
500,000 visits. The library’s online services included more than
250,000 visits to the birth certificates page, more than 900,000 to
the death certificates page and nearly 500,000 to the photo and art
database. More than 200,000 people checked out the calendar of
events and nearly 3,000 e-cards were sent.

MHS PRESS BREAKS ITS OWN RECORD WITH 
25 NEW BOOKS

The Minnesota Historical Society Press continued its impressive
growth, publishing 25 new titles, including “The St. Paul Stories of
F. Scott Fitzgerald,” “Minnesota Goes to War: The Home Front
During World War II” and “Minnesota’s Treasures: Stories Behind
the State’s Historic Sites,” which won a Minnesota Book Award.
“Caring for American Indian Objects” won an award of merit from
the American Association for State and Local History and was
nominated for a Minnesota Book Award. It will be distributed to
nearly 300 tribal institutions nationwide.

HISTORIC SITES KEEP HISTORY ALIVE Visitors chose from hundreds of special events—in addition to
our regular outstanding programming— at the Society’s network
of 24 historic sites. Nearly 200,000 people celebrated the 100th
anniversary of the Minnesota State Capitol, designed by renowned
architect Cass Gilbert, at a variety of special events and tours. In a
rare honor, the Jeffers Petroglyphs Historic Site was given a Trustee
Emeritus Award for Excellence in the Stewardship of Historic 
Sites by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. And at the
Sibley House in Mendota, visitors once more could take tea at
Gen. Sibley’s Teahouse, a long-time tradition that had disappeared
in recent years. In a significant development for the future of
Historic Fort Snelling, the Society received state bonding to begin
the restoration and rehabilitation of the state’s oldest recognized
historic site.



SOCIETY COLLABORATES ON INSTALLATION AT RED LAKE
INDIAN RESERVATION

The Society worked with the Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians
and the Red Lake Tribal Archive to create a series of illustrated
panels, to be placed in five schools on the Red Lake Indian
Reservation, that explore highlights of Red Lake history through
historic photos and quotes from Red Lake Band members. The
messages on the panels emphasize the long existence of the
community, its uniqueness in surviving, and its resistance to
attempts to divide its land and hold on to its cultural traditions.
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SMITHSONIAN’S ‘THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY’ 
WIDENS SOCIETY’S SCOPE

The Smithsonian Institution’s exhibit “The American Presidency”
proved a resounding success, expanding the Society’s interpretation
of history beyond state borders to the nation as a whole. The exhibit,
which came to the History Center through the generous support
of Elizabeth and Whitney MacMillan, featured hundreds of
artifacts from the Smithsonian as well the Society’s own collections,
including a silver inkwell used by Abraham Lincoln and a
surveyor’s compass used by George Washington. An accompanying
exhibit, “From the Great State of Minnesota,” highlighted the
presidential campaigns of Harold Stassen, Hubert Humphrey,
Eugene McCarthy and Walter Mondale. Student visitors learned
more about their country through “Making History with the
President,” a program developed with Galumph Interactive Theater,
which took students back in time to advise President John Adams
in his deliberation over signing the Sedition Act of 1798. An
ambitious lecture series offered in conjunction with the exhibit,
with six presentations by nationally known historians, sold out.

UNIQUE AND PRECIOUS ITEMS—ALONG WITH EVERYDAY
TREASURES AND VALUABLE STATE RECORDS—ADD TO
SOCIETY’S COLLECTIONS

The Society’s vast collections continued to grow with the addition
of such items as a regimental sword made by Tiffany & Co.
presented to Col. Henry C. Lester by the Third Minnesota Regiment
in 1862; a rare 1836 pamphlet titled “Notes on the Wisconsin
Territory;” Seth Eastman’s “A View of Mendota, 1848;” and a rare
original audio tape of Bob Dylan, the legendary “Minnesota Party
Tape,” recorded in a Dinkytown apartment at the University of
Minnesota in 1960. In April, the Society joined with the Office 
of the Revisor of Statutes and the Legislative Reference Library to
launch a groundbreaking project, funded by a federal grant,
to explore and test the technologies available to preserve the
electronic records of the Minnesota Legislature.



SOCIETY LISTS 1O PROPERTIES TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER,
AWARDS THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS IN GRANTS

MINNESOTA CONTINUES TO DOMINATE 
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY

Ten properties were listed on the National Register, including the
Carleton Airport in Stanton Township, built in 1942 by Carleton
College, to provide its students with elementary flight training in
preparation for military enlistment. It is the only flight training
facility that retains its original airfield material. Other properties
listed include the Minneapolis Fire Department Repair Shop; the
Dr. Donald C. Balfour House, Rochester; and the St. Paul Municipal
Grain Terminal, among others. Twenty State Grants-in-Aid projects
were awarded a total of $58,000; 13 projects were awarded a total
of $70,799 in Federal Certified Local Government grants; and eight
cities received scholarship grants to attend the state historic
preservation conference, totaling $3,799. The 25th annual Statewide
Historic Preservation Conference, held at the historic Paramount
Theatre in St. Cloud, enjoyed record-breaking attendance.

Research into the Jack the Ripper murders and the New York
newsboy strike brought two Minnesota entries first-place awards.
In all, 55 student finalists represented the state, joining 2,000
students from across the country, at the National History Day
competition, and 13 entries won awards. The National History Day
program, a model for other programs across the nation, is 
co-sponsored by the Society and the University of Minnesota
Department of History as a means of promoting applied history
education throughout the state.

CHANGING EXHIBITS LET VISITORS SEE SOMETHING NEW Smaller, changing exhibits continued to draw a diverse audience
with wide-ranging topics.“Strange Days, Dangerous Nights,” a look
at the sensationalist news photography of the 1930s, ’40s and ’50s,
opened at the History Center in December. Inspired by veteran
Pioneer Press writer and author Larry Millett’s book of the same
name (published by MHS Press), the exhibit featured 81 images
from the archives of the Pioneer Press and St. Paul Dispatch. The
exhibit’s opening event was attended by more than 450 people. The
James J. Hill House art gallery hosted “19th Century Paintings from
the Permanent Collection,” featuring a rotating look at paintings
in the Society’s art collection. And at Mill City Museum, visitors
could see exhibits ranging from “Minnesota in the Mail,” featuring
selections from the Society’s collections of more than 20,000
postcards, to “Charles Beck Woodcuts,” featuring works from the
Minnesota artist’s 60-year career.



Condensed Balance Sheet Year ended June 30, 2005 (000’s omitted) With summarized information as of June 30, 2004

Undesignated Board
Unrestricted Plant designated State

Funds fund endowment appropriations Other 2005 2004

Cash and investments $4,113 $11,976 $1,589 $ 7,732 $15,456 $ 40,866 $ 38,168

Receivables 1,894 6,606 2,370 1,337 12,207 9,943

Museum shop inventories 888 888 924

Property and equipment net $90,345 90,345 90,847

Total assets $6,895 $90,345 $11,976 $8,195 $10,102 $16,793 $144,306 $139,882

Payables and accrued liabilities $   973 $ 34 $   938 $ 403 $ 416 $ 2,764 $ 3,142

Net assets:

Unrestricted 5,922 $90,345 11,942 108,209 107,584

Temporarily restricted 7,257 9,699 16,956 14,944

Permanently restricted 16,377 16,377 14,212

Total net assets 5,922 90,345 11,942 7,257 9,699 16,377 141,542 136,740

Total liabilities and net assets $6,895 $90,345 $11,976 $8,195 $10,102 $16,793 $144,306 $139,882

These statements are excerpts from the Society’s audited financial statements, which are available upon request.

Percentage of Expenses by 
Program Area

A Historic Sites 23.2%

B Library Collections 
and Archival Services 17.6%

C Museum Operations 15.4%

D Administration, Development, 
Support and Technology 18.2%

E History Center 8.7%

F Outreach and Preservation 5.4%

G Mill City Museum 6.6%

H Publications and Research 4.9%

Sources of Support and Revenue

A State Appropriations 61.5%

B Federal, State and County 
Grants 3.2%

C Support from Individuals, 
Corporations and Foundations 8.0%

D Earned Income 27.3%

Fiscal Year 2005 Financial Highlights

The Society received $21.6 million in operating
support from the State of Minnesota in fiscal
year 2005. This represents a decrease of 
$0.5 million from the prior fiscal year. However,
capital appropriation support, which is directly
related to historic sites asset preservation
projects and Historic Fort Snelling revitalization
approved by the 2005 legislature, increased
$5.6 million over the previous fiscal year.

Contributions from the Society’s members,
friends, corporations and foundations totaled
$3.6 million, down $1.6 million from fiscal year
2004. This is a result of major corporate
contributions from foundations in support of
several major exhibits, as well as the opening of
Mill City Museum in fiscal year 2004.

Non-investment operating revenues increased
an average of 7.4% over the previous fiscal year,
with increases in every category of revenue.

A total of 53.2% of the Society’s expenses for
fiscal year 2005 was for salaries and benefits.

More than 1,800 volunteers contributed a record
44,000-plus volunteer hours across the state.

The market value of the Society’s investment
increased 8.7% to $29.1 million during fiscal 
year 2005. This increase reflects the net of new
endowment gifts and investment return.

In June 2005, the Society deaccessioned the
LeDuc House to the City of Hastings. As part of the
deaccession agreement, the Society transferred
$604,000 of net assets held for endowment and
repairs and maintenance of the LeDuc House.

On January 11, 2005, the History Center began
charging an admission fee, which resulted in
$91,000 of admission revenue and $36,000 in
new memberships.

Temporarily restricted Permanently
restricted

TotalUnrestricted



Statement of Activities Year ended June 30, 2005 (000’s omitted) With summarized information as of June 30, 2004

Undesignated Board
Unrestricted Plant designated State

Funds fund endowment appropriations Other 2005 2004

Support and revenue:

Support:

Private contributions $ 979 $ 1,236 $ 1,382 $ 3,597 $ 5,223
Federal grants 1,290 1,290 2,193
State agency grants/cancellations - (3)
County and other grants 156 156 1,120
State operating appropriations $21,556 21,556 22,057
State capital appropriation 5,928 5,928 294

Total support 979 0 0 27,484 2,682 1,382 32,527 30,884

Revenue:

Admission fees 1,984 1,984 1,902
Museum store sales 1,705 1,705 1,661
Membership 842 842 790
Publication sales 1,508 1,508 1,383
Program fees 385 385 340
Contract service fees 819 819 690
Digital product fees 384 384 378
Investment return 154 1,932 397 983 3,466 5,135
Auxiliary services 830 830 739
Other sales and fees 283 283 252

Total revenue 8,894 0 1,932 0 397 983 12,206 13,270

Total support and revenue 9,873 0 1,932 27,484 3,079 2,365 44,733 44,154

Net assets released from 
program restrictions 27,258 $ 998 (23,815) (4,441)

Total support, revenue and net assets 
released from program restrictions 37,131 998 1,932 3,669 (1,362) 2,365 44,733 44,154

Expenses:

Program services:

Library collections and archival services 6,691 241 6,932 6,540
Publications 1,926 10 1,936 2,067
Museum operations, exhibits and education 5,839 204 6,043 6,445
Historic sites 8,834 274 9,108 9,682
Outreach and preservation 2,104 7 2,111 1,940
Mill City Museum 2,130 466 2,596 3,206
History Center 3,136 282 3,418 3,377

Total program services 30,660 1,484 0 0 0 0 32,144 33,257

Supporting services:

Management and general 6,337 15 6,352 5,620
Development and membership 830 1 831 757

Total supporting services 7,167 16 0 0 0 0 7,183 6,377

Total program services 37,827 1,500 0 0 0 0 39,327 39,634

Increase (decrease) in 
net assets before reclassification and transfers (696) (502) 1,932 3,669 (1,362) 2,365 5,406 4,520
Reclassification of net assets 1,029 (1,118) 89
Transfers (2) (18) (384) (200) (604)
Total reclassification and transfers 1,027 (1,136) (295) (200) (604)

Changes in net assets
Unrestricted 331 (502) 796 625 2,144
Temporarily Restricted 3,669 (1,657) 2,012 (325)
Permanently Restricted 2,165 2,165 2,701
Net change in net assets 331 (502) 796 3,669 (1,657) 2,165 4,802 4,520
Net assets at beginning of year 5,591 90,847 11,146 3,588 11,356 14,212 136,740 132,220

Net assets at end of year $ 5,922 $90,345 $11,942 $ 7,257 $9,699 $16,377 $141,542 $136,740

Temporarily restricted Permanently
restricted

TotalUnrestricted



The Minnesota Historical Society is
grateful for the leadership support
of its North Star Circle members
who contributed $1,000 or more to
the Annual Fund. 

For information on the North Star
Circle, please contact Bonita
Jenne at 651-284-4801 or
bonita.jenne@mnhs.org.
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Douglas and Kathleen McClure
Katherine McGinley
Andrea & Larry McGough Donor

Advised Fund of the Catholic
Community Foundation

Richard T. McMurray
Mary E. Melzarek
Neal and Roxanne Miller
Katherine B. Nason
Teresa and Robert Oden
Katherine A. Payne
Nancy Peterson Anderson
Dwight and Marjorie Peterson
Elizabeth L. Peyton
Louise Plank
Peter and Jacqueline Reis
Nathaniel and Mary Robbins
John and Jacqueline Salisbury
Michael and Shirley Santoro
Jim and Joyce Schnobrich
Richard and Barbara Shank
Mary Shepherd
Kenneth R. Skjegstad
Jeffrey and Helene Slocum
John G. Smith
Barbara Stuhler
Mark O. Stutrud
Tom and Arlene Swain
Lawrence L. Thompson
Phyllis Thornley
E.R. and Julie Titcomb
Kenneth J. Veith
John R. Wald
Lee and Mary Jo Wall
Dale and Ann Warner
Howard and Joanne Weiner
Barbara W. Welke
Mark and Muriel Wexler
J. Kimball and Helen Whitney
Sidney Wold

$250–499
Anonymous
Arthur E. Anderson
Drs. James and Florence Anderson
Marjorie Anderson
Budd and Marguerite Andrews
Gordon and Josephine Bailey
John and Nancy Baird
John and Elizabeth Baker
Daniel and M. Barbara Balik
Robert and Adrienne Banks
Roger and Kathryn Barr
Joseph and Frances Barsky
Keith and Catherine Bartz
William and Paula Bathke
David and Betty Bear
Keith and Mary Bednarowski
William and Lawraine Beery
Andrew and Audrey Benjamin
Carolyne Bisson and Richard Miller
Herbert and Carol Bloomberg
Muriel Bochnak
Thelma Boeder
Paul and Marjorie Boening
George and Irene Boomer
Marvin and Elizabeth Borman
John and Andrea Brainard
Steve and Gail Brand
Brad and Joan Brolsma



Paul H. Brown
Carolyn J. Brusseau
Eric and Karen Burton
Jack and Jean Buys
Michael and Martha Cagley
Joseph and Ruth Campion
William L. and Charlotte E. Carlson
Timothy G. Caron
Leon and Donnie Carr
Richard and Darlene Carroll
H. Mead and June Cavert
Margaret Chase
James L. Chosy
Felicia R. Cochran
John Coe
John and Sage Cowles
John and Elizabeth Curtin
Ted and Carol Cushmore
Sheldon and Carol Damberg
John B. and Joy Lee Davis Fund 

of The Saint Paul Foundation
Mitchell and Laurie Davis
Mr. Jerome Degerness
Kyle and Jennifer Deming
James and Cynthia DeRuyter
Kent and Ariel Dickerman
Ray Dietman and Mary Griffin
Dan Dodds
Robert J. Dolle, Jr.
Daniel and Catherine Donovan
James and Dee Dorsey
Fred Downing
William and Elizabeth Dresser
Joan Duddingston
David Durenberger and 

Susan Foote
Stanley and Suzanne Efron
Michael L. Ellingsworth
Ms. Betty Engebretson
Kimberly and Jeffrey Engelhardt
Mrs. Harry G. Fair
Thomas and Carol Felton
Joseph and Mary Finley
Graham and Susan Ford
Arlene and Brad Forrest
Rodney H. Forristall
Barbara Forster and 

Lawrence Hendrickson
Harold Fotsch
Alfred and Phil France
Hillary Freeman and Carol Mork
Mike and Nita Fronk
Jerry and Marjorie Fruin
Terence M. Fruth and 

Mary McEvoy
Charlie Gallup
Robert and Karen Garland
Daniel and Patricia Gerhan
Mary Gilman
Timothy Glines and Barbara Davis
Mr. Robert Goff
Bernice Cowl Gordon
Janice M. Gray
Dean Greenberg
Stanley B. Gregory Fund of 
The Minneapolis Foundation

Jennifer H. Gross
Sue Grove
Howard and Elizabeth Guthmann
Mary Habstritt and 

Gerald Weinstein
Ann T. Hackett
Cindy Hall
Marion J. Handt
Charles and Earleen Hanson
Glenn Hanson
Kathryn T. Hanson
Donald V. Harper
William and Helen Hartfiel
Ronald and Lisa Have
Jeff and Lucy Heegaard
John R. Heneman
Lila Hertzberg
Robert and Ramona Hess
Helen Hocker
Susan M. Hoel
Wayne and Dianne Hoeschen
W.H. Hollinshead
James and Ann Howard
Richard and Meredith Howell
F.B. Hubachek, Jr.
Rex and Monica Ingram
Jerome and Nancy Irsfeld
Janet Jackson
Steven and Susan Jedlund
Barry and Karmen Johnson
Carol Johnson
Gary Johnson and Joan Hershbell
Mr. and Mrs. Neel C. Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Sander M. Johnson
Sigrid Johnson
Terry and Maynard Johnson
Bill and Susan Jolitz
Phyllis Gene Jones
Charles and Sally Jorgensen
Charles and Mary Jungmann
John Keller and Sandra Jo Shill
Thomas Kelley and Kathleen Stack
Paul and Jean Kennedy
David Kenney
Janet Keyes and Mark Hatherly
Sarah Kinney
Robert N. Kisch
Richard L. Klaus
Michael and Carine Knight
Ted and Marjorie Kolderie
Mr. and Mrs. Skip Krawczyk
James and Debra Lakin
Mrs. Lee Lanners
Russell and Karen Larsen
Knut E. Lavine
Charles and Hope Lea
Elizabeth and David Lee
A. Patrick and Katherine Leighton
Eleanor Lindsay
John Loban and Jean Kummerow
George and Jean Logan
Anne E. Lowe
David and Peggy Lucas
Natalie Lund
Carl and Joyce Mammel
Deane Manolis

John and Bonnie Manthey
Edward G. Maranda
A. Jerri Marsden
Donald and Anne McCarthy
James McCarthy and 

Gloria Peterson
Tom and Sue McCarthy
Mary Ann McCoy
Samuel and Patricia McCullough
Linda McGowan
Mr. Christopher McHugh
James L. McLaughlin
James and Rebecca McLennan
James McMenemy
Carol J. McNaughton
Donald and Dolores McQuarrie
Eric J. Meester
Gerald and Jeanne Meigs
Christopher and Diane Merz
Joanne Meyer
Mary and Don Meyer
Susanne Meyer
Violet and Charles Meyer
Eric T. Michael
Russ and Jan Michaletz
Mr. Harold W. Michie
James and Carol Moller
Gary Morke and Candy Rishauy
Bob and Sandy Morris
Jon and Virginia Morris
Ms. Gladys Murray and Ms.

Barbara Pihlgren-Warner
Larry and Mary Margaret Neumann
Todd and Martha Nicholson
Mark and Gretchen Noordsy
Russell and Marcelle Noyes
Susan Okie
Herbert and Donna Opp
Charles and Vicki Osborne
Dr. John Overton and 

Dr. Ann Lowry
Mike and Joyce Palazzotto
Anita Pampusch and Frank Indihar
Ronald Pederson
Karin M. Peterson
Julien and Charlotte Petit
Ann and Stephen Pflaum
Walter Pickhardt and 

Sandra Resnick
John S. Pillsbury, III
Mike and Linda Pirrotta
Perry C. Plank
Julian G. Plante
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Poole
Nancy L. Powell
Brad and Linda Quarderer
Fred and Mindy Quivik
Dwight and Sandra Rabuse
Dean Randall
Louise Rathburn
Verna Rausch
Joseph Reding
Edward Reed
Pierre and Judy Regnier
Jane H. Richards
Mr. Donald Rockenbach

Thomas and Peggy Rohde
Charlene K. Roise
James and Helen Rood
Roland and Janice Root
Vincent and Barbara Ruane
Laura and Luther Salveson
Thomas Saylor and 

Kimberly Johnson
Michael and Christine Scanlan
Arthur B. Schaefer, Jr. 
Gary and Mary Ann Schokmiller
Robert and Evangelin Schroeder
Lois Schulstad
Janet and Irving Shapiro
Ames Sheldon
Richard and Charleen Shields
Terry Shima and Maggie Lutz
Sieff Family Foundation
Kenneth and Eleanor Siess
Dave Simpkins
Dick and Ella Slade
James and Jenella Slade
Curtis Sloan and Helen Duritsa
Sylvia Soucheray
E.A. and Anne Sovik
Margaret E. Spear
Donald Steinkraus
John and Barbara Strandell
Ralph and Grace Strangis
James Stensvold
Richard Stryker
Loretta Stutsman
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. Sullivan
Gregory Swenson
Diane Syme
Alfred E. and Margaret I. Syring

Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation
Mildred C. Templin
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Theobald
Ms. Ann Tracht
John Tradewell
Blair and Linda Tremere
Terry Troutner
Ole and Ruth Tweet
Mr. and Mrs. Dewayne Ullsperger
Linda and Jerry Urevig
Mildred Vaccarella
Eugene and Kathleen Vader
Larry and Suzanne Vanden Plas
John and Avis Vessey
Karen Viskochil
Bryan and Kim Volk
Col. William D.R. Waff and 

Rev. Kathleen C. Busby
William and Grace Wagnild
Helen Waldron
George F. Waters
Bob Webster
Charles and Nancy Webster
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald T. Welch
Arvid and Margie Wellman
Helen West
Mr. Robert Wilke
Frank and Frances Wilkinson
Leonard and Adelia Wilson
John W. Windhorst, Jr.



Clark and Sharon Winslow
Renata Winsor
John and Delores Wood
Sally A.C. Wood
Alan R. Woolworth
Jim and Darlene Wuollet
Irma Wyman
Donald and Jan-Suzanne Yaeger
Robert and Lorene Youngquist
Gary and Carmen Ziemer
Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Zimmerman
Susan and George Zirnhelt

We also thank our donors who
have given less than $250. 
They are vitally important to the
success of our mission.

Special Projects
The following donors have made
gifts in support of special initiatives:

Minnesota’s Greatest Generation
Conley and Marney Brooks
Huss Foundation
Robert and Alexandra Klas
Dusty and George Mairs
Hugh and Margaret Schilling

The American Presidency:  
A Glorious Burden
Whitney and Elizabeth MacMillan

The Pulitzer Prize Photographs:
Capture the Moment
Ruth and John Huss

Henry Lester Sword Acquisition
American Building Contractors, Inc.
David G. Greening
Donald Huizenga
Bruce C. Johnson
Perry Tholl
Twin Cities Civil War Round Table

1858 Treaty Acquisition
Abbot G. Apter
Nina and John Archabal
Charlton and Dottie Dietz
John and Elizabeth Driscoll
Jacobson, Buffalo, Schoessler &

Magnuson, Ltd.
Lucy R. Jones
Art and Martha Kaemmer
David and Janis Larson
Christine Linsmayer
Malcolm W. McDonald
Raymond A. and Ruth Reister
William and Janet Spoor
Edward C. and Virginia L. Stringer
Paul and Carolyn Verret
Villaume Industries, Inc.
Eleanor and Frederick Winston
Richard and Shelley Wright and

Alec Anthony Wright
Edward J. Zapp

Other Projects
Carl W. and Elizabeth Baumeister –

Library and Archives
John Camp – Twin Cities

Architectural History
Ruth and John Huss – Ramsey

House Parlor Restoration
Arlene and Harvey Kase – Lewis

and Clark Conservation Fund 
John and Colles Larkin – Julius

Seyler painting, “Boeckmann
Family Farm in Winter” 

McNeely Foundation – Open
House Exhibition

Scrooby Foundation – Fort Snelling
Restoration

Corporations, Foundations, 
and Organizations

Director’s Circle 
$50,000 and above
Friends of the Forest History Center 
Friends of the Oliver H. Kelley Farm
National Endowment for the

Humanities 
National Historical Publications

and Records Commission 

Guarantor
$25,000– 49,999
The Cargill Foundation 
City of St. Paul Cultural Sales Tax

Revitalization Program
Friends of Forestville 
George A. MacPherson Fund
Touchstone Energy
The Frank W. Veden Charitable Trust
Wells Fargo Foundation Minnesota

Benefactor
$15,000—24,999
General Mills Foundation
Itasca County Board of

Commissioners—Secure Rural
Schools and Communities Fund

Star Tribune Foundation
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
UPM, Blandin Paper Mill
U. S. Department of Education 

Founder
$10,000–14,999
The James Ford Bell Foundation
Marshall Field’s 
PCL Construction
St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board

Partner
$5,000–9,999
3M
American Building Contractors, Inc.
Andersen Foundation
The Bay and Paul Foundations 
CHS 
Connexus Energy 

Anna M. Heilmaier Charitable
Foundation 

Jacobson, Buffalo, Schoessler &
Magnuson, Ltd.

Jostens Foundation 
Margaret Rivers Fund 
St. Croix Foundation 
Villaume Industries, Inc.
Women’s Organization of MHS

Leader
$2,500–4,999
Deluxe Corporation Foundation 
GMAC-RFC
Great River Energy
Horton, Inc. 
The National Grange 
Rahr Foundation 
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, L.L.P.
Securian Foundation
Sibley House Association 
Tozer Foundation
Valspar Foundation

Patron
$1,000–2,499
American Express 
Anchor Bank, National Association
The Bayport Foundation
Briggs and Morgan
Brighton Development
Carolyn Foundation
Cass Gilbert Society
National Society of Colonial Dames
Faegre & Benson LLP
Hammel Green and 

Abrahamson, Inc.
Land O’ Lakes
Leonard, Street and Deinard
Mayo Foundation
Chapter 119 NACCA – CCC Alumni
Elizabeth C. Quinlan Foundation
Rhode Island State Grange

Foundation
The Southways Foundation
TAPEMARK
Twin Cities Civil War Roundtable
Two Pines Resource Group
UMI Company, Inc.

$500–999
Burlington Northern Sante Fe
Crown Holdings, Inc.
The Dorsey and Whitney

Foundation
Federated Insurance Foundation
Groves Foundation
Kraus-Anderson Companies, Inc.
McGough Construction Company
RSP Architects
Wells Fargo History Museum

$250– 499
Biesanz Stone Company, Inc.
BTC Management
Deluxe Foundation
IBM Corporation
ING Foundation 
Michaud Cooley Erickson
Mills Fleet Farm
Pfizer Foundation
Scanlan International
Upper Sioux Community

In-Kind Gifts 
3M
Allegra Print & Imaging
Cities 97
City Pages
General Mills
Jostens
KARE 11
Little & Company
Medtronic
Polaroid
Radio Disney
The Rake
Smuckers
St. Paul Pioneer Press
Star Tribune

Memorials
Gifts were received in memory of
the following individuals:

Elmer Andersen
Mary Hill Boeckmann
Martha Bray
Rusty Campbell
Marjorie Connelly
Vera Miron Connors
Stanley W. Dastych
Stan Donnelly
Guy Stanton Ford
Mary Ann Gebert
Omar Hilligoss
Fred Judkins and Carol Schmidt
Patty Ryan Kamman
Grace Gardner Kasper
Ralph Kirchner
William and Martha Krauch
Elizabeth Leach
Katherine Lightner
Hazel N. Lillehaugen
Albert Lindeke
Lillian Livingston
Gil Paschka
Venerice Peterson
John S. Pillsbury
Dean Randall
Paul Sand
Vicenta Scarlett
Bob Schanke
Jesse Troutman
Arnulf Ueland, Jr.
Sue Weinmann
J. Fletcher Williams



Tributes
Gifts were received in honor of the
following individuals:

Caroline Barton
Preston and Patty Haglin
Tom Krolak
Rachel E. Taney and 

Marianne Tautges

Deferred Gifts
During the past year, members 
of 13 households listed below
notified the Society that they have
provided for its long-term future
through an estate or life income
gift. Deferred gifts are a wonderful
way for individuals of all financial
circumstances to leave a lasting
legacy, supporting a program or
historic site that is of special
interest to them. To learn more
about these opportunities, please
call the Development Office at 
651-205-4047 or 1-888-293-4440,
send an e-mail to
development@mnhs.org, or visit
our web site:
www.mnhs.org/plannedgiving. 

Anonymous (4)
Judith Gavin
Loris Sofia Gregory
Thomas G. Mairs
Dorothy Peterson
Evelyn V. Robinson
Rodney N. Searle
Sharron and Oren Steinfeldt
Loretta L. Stutsman
Renata Rolf Winsor

Bequests Received
The following individuals have
generously and thoughtfully
benefited the Society’s endowment
in the past year through a bequest.
Their gifts will be lasting legacies,
supporting in perpetuity what they
valued highly during their lifetimes.

Josephine Harper Darling
Audrey Helen Koenig
Mary Elizabeth Lahiff

Named Endowment Funds
Endowment gifts provide valuable
program support now and for
generations to come. The Society
is most grateful to the donors who
have established the 65 named
endowment funds listed below with
a gift or commitment of $50,000 or
more. For information about named
funds, please visit our website:
www.mnhs.org/plannedgiving or call
651-205-4047 or 1-888-293-4440.

Elmer L. and Eleanor Andersen
Publications Fund

The Eugenie M. Anderson 
Women in Public Affairs Fund

T. R. Anderson Rare Collections
Acquisition Fund

The Ed and Elly Asplin 
Mill City Museum Fund

Harry D. and Jeanette Ayer Fund
for the Mille Lacs Museum

Julian B. Baird Fund
The Bean Family Fund for

Business History
Beito Foundation Fund for

Northwestern Minnesota History
Charles H. and Lucy Winton Bell

Endowment Fund
Isabella and Leo Capser Fund
Horace F. and Esther J.

Chamberlain Fund for Historic
Preservation

The Jean and Frank Chesley Fund
for Local and County Historical
Societies

Chute Family Fund for 
Mill City Museum

Comstock Memorial Fund for 
the Comstock House

The Sage and John Cowles Fund
The Richard and Shirley DeLeo

Fund for Historic Sites
Janna P. De Lue Fund for 

American Indian History
The Florence Donohue Fund for

Historic Forestville
The James Taylor Dunn Fund for

St. Croix Valley History
Janet L. Erickson Hill House Fund 
Charles E. Flandrau Research

Leave Fund
Anna E.R. Furness Fund
The Paul S. and Aileen M. Gerot

Fund for Mill City Museum
The Lila Johnson Goff Collections

Endowment
The F.T. Gustavson Fund for

Museum Collections
Marshall R. and Elizabeth 

Hatfield Fund
Donald and Gladys Henslin Fund
Helen Henton Fund
June D. Holmquist Publications

and Research Fund
Ronald and Margaret Hubbs

Collections and Acquisition Fund
The Gerald W. and Victoria K.

Johnson Fund for Historic Sites
Carl and Helen W. Jones Fund for

Archives and Manuscripts
Herschel V. Jones Collections

Acquisition Fund
Helen Katz Fund
The Elsie A. Keasling Fund
Dorothy Hagen Kettner Fund for

Library and Archives
Charles A. Lindbergh Memorial Fund
The Jean R. Ljungkull Textile Fund
Fred and Elvina Mathison Fund
The Donald and Alice McIlrath Fund
The Joseph S. and Jane Y. Micallef

Education Fund

Morrison Family Fund for 
Mill City Museum

George W. Neilson Fund
Charlie Nelson Fund for 

Historic Preservation
E. M. Pearson Foundation Fund 
Dorothy Peterson Fund for 

Three-Dimensional Objects
Evelyn Robinson Fund for the

Forest History Center
Louise D. Rose Fund for Processing
Noel Ann Ryan Fund
The Betty Scandrett Oehler Fund
The Ken and Nina Rothchild Fund

for Business History and
Women’s History

The Joseph and Josephine Ruttger
Descendants Fund

John Newton and Julia Morrow
Peyton Endowment Fund

The Otto and Martha Schmaltz
Education Fund

The Nel Schweiss Fund for
Minnesota River Valley 
Historic Sites

Carroll B. Simmons Fund for 
the LeDuc House

Jan and Bill Spoor Fund for 
Mill City Museum

Stans Lectureship Fund
Vera Stanton Memorial Fund for 

an Interpreter Award Program
The Sibley Flandrau Stewart Fund

for Museum Collections
O. W. Stone Fund
George W. Wells, Jr. and 

Mary Cobb Wells Exhibition Fund
Carl A. Weyerhaeuser 

Rare Books Fund
Harrison Hayes Whiting Fund for

Mill City Museum
Henrietta W. Willius 

Conservation Fund

Named Pooled 
Endowment Funds
The Minnesota Historical Society
gratefully recognizes donors who
have created nine named
endowment funds that are pooled
with other gifts to support a
general program area or historic
site.  Individuals can create such
funds with gifts or commitments 
of $10,000 to $49,999.

Historic Sites
Women’s Organization of the

Minnesota Historical Society Fund

James J. Hill House
The Elisabeth W. Doermann Fund

Mill City Museum
The G. Richard Slade Fund
Whitney Eastman Fund

Sibley House Historic Site
The Robert and Marveen 

Minish Fund 

Split Rock Lighthouse
Allan L. Apter and 

Brenda J. Ion Fund 

Oral History
Rodney N. Searle Fund

Photography
Virginia P. Moe Fund

Processing
The Kathryn A. Johnson Fund



Officers
David A. Koch, 
President 

Brenda J. Child, 
Vice President 

Martha H. Kaemmer, 
Vice President

William R. Stoeri, 
Vice President

Eleanor C. Winston, 
Vice President

Nina M. Archabal, 
Secretary

Peter R. Reis, 
Treasurer

Executive Council Members
Abbot G. Apter
Sharon Avent
Diane Berthel
Brenda J. Child
Mark E. Davis
Ram Gada
James T. Hale
Margaret Johnson
Martha H. Kaemmer
Sylvia C. Kaplan
Jayne B. Khalifa
David A. Koch
David M. Larson
Mary Mackbee
Susan B. McCarthy
Donald C. McIlrath
Pierce A. McNally 
William C. Melton
Richard Nicholson
Dale Olseth 
Peter R. Reis
William R. Stoeri
Edward C. Stringer
Paul Verret
Eleanor C. Winston
Edward J. Zapp

Ex-Officio Council Members
Governor 
Tim Pawlenty

Lt. Governor 
Carol Molnau

Secretary of State 
Mary Kiffmeyer

Attorney General 
Mike Hatch

State Auditor 
Patricia A. Anderson

Management Committee

Nina Archabal,
Executive Director

Michael Fox,
Deputy Director, Historic Programs

and Education

Bill Keyes,
Director, Historic Sites 

and Museums

Robert Horton,
Acting Director, Library 

and Collections

Pat Gaarder,
Human Resources and 

Volunteer Services

Mark Haidet,
Development

W. Chuck Irrgang,
Finance and Administration

David Kelliher,
Government Relations

Rose Sherman,
Web and Business Development

Lory Sutton,
Marketing and Communications

MHS Honorary Council
Arnold C. Anderson 
Lowell C. Anderson
D. H. Ankeny Jr.
Charles W. Arnason
Norbert Arnold
Edward W. Asplin
Bruce W. Bean
Gretchen U. Beito
Marney B. Brooks
Thomas C. Buckley
Mary Griggs Burke
Clarke A. Chambers
Jean M. Chesley
John B. Davis Jr.
W. Harry Davis 
Richard DeLeo
Charlton Dietz
Roland P. Dille
Elisabeth W. Doermann
Hiram M. Drache 
Carl B. Drake Jr.
Elizabeth S. Driscoll
Jeanne Dunsworth
Richard L. Ferrell
Ardene L. Flynn
Rhoda R. Gilman
Margaret L. Gunther
Rosalie H. Hall
Marshall R. Hatfield 
Robert E. Hess
Margaret Hill
Roy O. Hoover 
Karen A. Humphrey
Lucy Rosenberry Jones
Lucile M. Kane
Robert Loeffler
Rodney C. Loehr
Elizabeth S. MacMillan
Margaret Marvin
E. Neil Mattson
Mary Ann McCoy
Joseph S. Micallef
Walter F. Mondale

Richard T. Murphy, Sr.
Thomond R. O’Brien
John Parker
Gordon Parks
Fred Perez 
Julien V. Petit
Kennon V. Rothchild
Curtis L. Roy
Ramedo J. Saucedo
Rodney N. Searle
Janet R. Shapiro 
Eugene C. Sit 
Robert J. Sivertsen
George A. Smith
F. L. Spanier
William H. Spoor
Walter N. Trenerry
Emily Anne Tuttle
Vernell Wabasha
Lorenzo D. Williams
John J. Wood
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