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2004 Hia;hlia;hts

AASCO Met -' OttIwa,
ManiloW, Can.1ld.J In July

Tbe ........, rneflllll "f!he ASSOCIllIoOOl ofAmcn<'OOI
SM:I ConirOl Offirlils (AASCOI ....... held ,nOruo"..
\Ian"'"C~ "" July' !5 lO 29 The AASCO "
made up of ><X'd~ staff from .11 lhe .tat",
,he USDA. and lhe Canadian Food In'!'ttt_ AI"""')
((:FIA), R."..".,ntlli'" of~, ......, .ffih.ted I/OUIH' .1>0
."tnd and tl><}' ,"dlllk the A,,,,,,i.tiDO "rOffki., S<'C'd
Anal)'."

(AOSA).~ Soc,"y of{"OIOOIOltf\"IIl Seed T«hoK>lD
C'su (scm AO>SOCOIl""" ofOffic..) S«d CMlf) l1li
AItflC;"" (AOSCA). A"""""..., S«d TIlIoJtA~ .......
(ASTA). Canad.... S«d TIlIoJt A'6OCOOI...... anol So<iety
"fComoneorial S<:cd Toclmoloa.....

Ii .ga,n ..... ,'-"') b",y ........"i .. "h many o»~ lD
d,..,....1nd 1lIl. acti"" DO. f"".. tlWC'S Stand "", ..~
'mporta.n' than tho =t T..-I da,. l:Il>chng. , ..n~ty l:nnd
I.bohnll. Quality M....g.",enl Sy>10m de>'~10f"IICII1 fOl
AASCO. and..,.".. <>o""'H new s«<l ,,,chnol"lI.J f",.
"")bo",,,

•



Test Date labeling

All soed offered for "'k most be tes,ed to insure the ,·i
ability is as daimc'd on the label On veg~ro.bl~ park~"

for home gardffl....., a "paeked fo' (yc",)" dote mran, i'
was ,rSled fOf u>c in 'ha' year. Seyeral s"'es .dop'ed a
new "",,11 by (man'h 'year)" in lieu of the "packed f"'''
dale, Pade' seed companie, preprin, their packets f'"
up '0 two years in .d"once, Th~ ne" labeling rcquire_
tllffit made th"'" packets unlawful '0 use .nd polen'i.l
Iy to,tLng the I,belo" hundreds of thousand of dollars,
A compromise \\ as reached allowing con,inued u"" of
the old pade" until ,he,. ore Mpk'"d. We ,1,,) ,<!op'ed
'hIS new rcqum:ment In ~linneW1a in 2003 bu, we lcft
the old "packed for" requircmcnl in the law a,.n Op,i011
meanin<: 'he old or new packets ",.,e both .eceptoble

New Seed Technology

'lew seed technology deyel"P"d by Purdue Unh',,-
,i,y and licensed '0 an Indi.na firm" da'mcoJ ,,, ofler
eomplcte re"stanco to,ll known 1'l'C<" of soybean
cyst nematodes. Plam b=dcrs from over 180 see<!
companies ha'e .Iready signed e011h"3<ls to u"" the
technology and eon11nerel3l sttd should be .vailable in
a,leaSllim"ed quanh"c< in 2005. TI>< same linn also
ha' a Iieen", agrcement wi'h Purdue on technology '0
provide lbe ",me t~rc of pro!C",,;"n from phytoph,.,a \n
soybeans. The laner IS ,,,II,,, 0 or mor~ years .way bu'
both ,cthnologic, haw tl>< polen,i.1 to provide signifi
c.n' benefit for Minnesota famlers, Both lechnologies
are noo--G~O.

Identifying Abandoned Contaminated Sites

Quality Manae-ement
System Development For AASCO
AASCO "uted '0 go .head with 'he de"elopment ofo
qu.li'y man.gement ,y'tcm (Q~lS) for ,he assocIatIOn
.nd its member" The Ql>IS d~, d"l"'d could Ix"t"nme •
pan of USDA", Proce,-< Verified Program, II consultant
fmm the 51. l"uis are' has been contracted '0 assi<1 in
'he development, Minnesota is a membe' oftbe ta,k
forec e"abli,he<! by 'he AIISCO f'" 'h" proJ"'"

AASCG---_.._----
VarletyjBrand labering

.\jl=pre",n1lng brand n,me, as '-arietie' continue, '0
be tl>< number O11e problem face<! by .11 the ,tate,. II
panel of regulatory and industry r'l'r~sent"''''''' "'as
e011"ened a, the m~el,ng In 'he hope of finding. ",lu_
"on, Asolu"on 'ha' has bcrn pTOI""ed in the 1"''' is
for fede",1 reg,,'ration of "arie1jl name'. The indusuy
"rongly <>ppose> thi' concept. II fkr • longth)' discu,
sion. barh group, .grttd to jom forces to educatc lobe!_
cr< nn 'he cOlTect w.y to I.bel "ariety .nd brand names,

We ,,~'" ...ked '" a,,,,, the Incident Response Uni' in the dj"ision -s Pe>licide Section in a proJ""t .,med al
iden'ifying and uprla'ing information on sites alleged '0 be con'.m,nated ""th agrleultural chcmic,ls. The Seed
Unil field 'taff ,pert, 302 hours on 'hIS proJcd identitying .nd updating inform..ion 00 80 sites in "est central
aDd I10rthem part, of lhe Slalc. Thi, proj""t u,iij7.e<! new 'echoology by using a GPS ;n combin.tion "i'h • lap_
'op t<>mpu'ef to map 'he si'e. Whene"er possible. eliemele "'ere ;me,,'i~wed10 prov"k .,It-a'' some anecdt",l
inform.,ion 00 the site "otu,.

MDA Hosts Danish Visitors

.\lOA ho,tcd s group of 45 ,i"l<>r< from Urnm'''' on
S'l',ember 15. Thc gmup ",a, in Minne>01a to
le",n "fthe managemen' and .dvi,ory role nc'Cded by
large famling oporations, The tour guide "as D....
Johnson, ret;re<! CEO of land 0' Lakes. Se,en mem_
be" oftM group were from the Bo.rd "f Dire""'" of
Il'ocrup Seed;. Broerup Seeds specioli,e, in the m..
h'ing .nd distribution ofcereal =ds, most of which
are from DLf Tr;folium. 'he large" mark..er of do,er
'nd gross seed ,n 'he "orld. The remainmg membe..,
Ot 'he gTOup wen: <cre.1 .d, iso..,.•n OCeUrali011 "ery
similar to cenifted crop co",ultants;n Mm"""'ro.. Ge"
fri i,oc from tM dh ;,ion', Plan' Protection Sc"t"""n
weleomed 'hem '0 MIOne",," and the MDII;n Nor"'e·
glan "bleb brought ,mile, '0 .11 'he membe". In 'he
sbon time they were bere ,hey "ere able to '0"' our
sc'Cdlabora,ory and hear present.tion, on ""ed regula_
';011. eenlfLCation. 'nd research In Mmnewla "' well as
h."ing lunch



Urban Initiative - Olllreach Program

Til<- M,nnes",a Pes"c"Je hposure RMuc""n lnni.t" 0
(Urban lniti",i\"O) program oontinues to be a priority
for lbe Minrn.'Wla D<partnlent of Agriculture (MDA)
atld the Uniled SI.tes En, ,ronmenl.i PrOleel;on Agency
(U.S. EPA). Th" ini"a""e imo"'e, edue.,ing urb,n
eommuniti", .bout illegal pesticide use. pest manage_
ment practices and. if nccdc<l. proPOr poslieide use. Tho
program focu",s on reducing p<"slkide u>e and expo-
SUI"<'. esp<"CI.i1y around ch,ldren

The Urb.n Iniliali'e in\ 01\ es community oulreach
through a short presen1311On. a demo"'lra""n .nd. frtt
p,:<t m.n.gement kn 'op.rtieipan", The kit; include
",,""ral i'ems ,ha' can be used \0 Itelp conlfol indoor

PC'" such as cockroaches. anlS. miee. spiders. etc An
,mpon.n, fealure of the ,nn"tLw" n. focu' ()fl mdl_
,'idu.b atld famil ies, The MOA staff visit homeo"'"e.....
rentoTS. parent' of y(llmg children. ohilde.re ",,,,ker<.
re«'n, intm,granl' .od otb..,. groups m tbe" commuoi
"N. Th" .1101'." our st.ff ", addrc" ,he ,pecifi<' 11<-cd,
of individu.ls .tId rommunities. and pro\'ide tools
needed to reduce poslieide exposure

Ounog tbe pasr four ye'r< ",e Ita,'e worked ""tb 0\'''''

I86 federal. ""e, loc.1. community .nd em'ironm.,,_
tal organi",'ion; atld m.de 0'''' ]87 presenlalioosto
0\'''' 7,200 people. We mnlinue to get more requesl'
e.eh montb including ""Gue", fmm ruml communities
'hmugbou' Minne",,"

The outreach progrillll trus year will locus on:

'1 A S200,OOO,00 Legi,lati\ e ;j The City of Minneapolis di\'i- " The Crow Wing Co, CI1ildeare
Commission on Minnesota Re- soon of En""onmental Ser"<e' Tr.mmg Conference aI Cenlral
SOUn'e, (LCI\lR) grant .w.rded "Hun lIealth Home< IXmon_ Lake, College.
'" ,he l\10A to de\'elop and "ration"' project.
implement tbe Orban lni,iati,c "' The Imernalionallicalth
program in 4 differem l.nguag- ') Tho Minnesota Department of InsliMe of ~Hnnesota
es: Enghsh. Hmong, Sornah Health "Healthy Hom~, IXm_
and Sp.ni,h, The gmn' im'olHS onSlratlon.. grant proposal. " Thelndisenous
de\eloping \ ideos. DVDs, Training Institule
educational material, and. " The Mmnesota OffL(~ ofEn\ ,_
Iram_lhe_tr,ine, eomp<ment mnmen..l A,,"..n,'C' "Su"ain_ '"J The Headw",e"

able School Pm"iccs"' gran', Found",ion Grant fund

" MDA will cominue to partner
wilh Ihe American LungAs- " The Allian" for Susta,nab,lily '1, The Grea,.,. Twin Ciloes
sori."on on ii' "Conlrolhng "L,,'mg Green Expo'" and "1m_ Umted W.y Commumly
Astbma in Am.,i"n O,ie,' migran' E",'ironmontal Heal,1t lo\"o"ment Grao, Fund
g..m, OUlrcad Team'",

Restricted Use Pesticide Private Appli
cator Record Inspection Project

The APPO', S<.'C'd Uni, h" been C(~)perating '" ith ,he
USDA since 1998 to su"ey compliance ",ith federal
r'-"Cord kecping ,,-quiremems for licensed private ap
plIcators of ""'n<tM u'e pe",,',dcs (RLpl. The n:coro,
arc required in pan '0 be .ble to pro,'ide intom,,';on on
the pesticide used 10 ftrs' fespondors ifa pri\' ate .p
plieator is injun'<l while making an application, Pri,'ate
applicators must be licensed to be able 10 purchase .nd
apply RUp'" Annu.lly, the pmjeet i",'ol\'O, onspee,ing
the record. of ISO '0 188 applicalOfS ",Iected at random
from Ihe dal.lM,e of lieenSM appl icators in Minnesota.
The ,nspectlOn co,.,,'" of a ""',e,,, of.ll RUP apploea_
tion, for ,he provious 'wo years '0 make sure the Dine
required items afe prosenl. Compliance has consistently
be<>n very high indicating Ih.1 the lraining the appliea
lOt'S recei", Ita, been h,gbiy dfeel,,'e. Tbe 1r:"nLog
ha, been a re'p<msib,li'y "f tbe Minne,.,,,, b'en,i(lfi
Se,,'ice and the I;eensing is done by the MDA. The
n"pon,ibilily for lbe,e in,pections i, being pas",d from
Ih~ OLI "lOn', Seed Unn 10 Ihe Agncultural ChemICal
100'e"ig";on Uni, for FV 2005.

Advisory Groups and Committees

Seed Proeram Advisory Group (SPAGj

The Seed Prog..mAd\'iSOl)' Group mel allhe MDA on
April 22, August 19, .nd November 17. Agetlda lopie,
"' Ihese mecling' ,ncluded. ,t<.'<l prog"'m update. seed
rel>!ed Iegisla';on in the 21)().t """ion, a review of 'he
rfoposod Standard Dpcraling ProeMU"" for tho ,,--..,d
program, labelong of brand, .nd varieties, and oumerous
otber topics of mlcre>! '0 One Or mo", member< of Ihe
group. Tbc Nm'emhoor moeting V,'ts the titteenlh for ,Ito
group smco its inception in 200 L

Noxious Weed Potential Evaluation Committee
INWPECj

Tho NWPEC melt",ioo in 21)().t on J.nuary 6 and Febru
ary 19. The committee chairmanship was passed to
Per..,. O£lUk oflbe lm'asne Spec.., Unn aI th" No,em_
ber. 200] meeting and p."cd back to ,Ito unit a' tbc
February meeting, With only. Iomited budget for octivi
lie, in Ihe noxious weed .rc., only ",,,,ntial la,ks were
eomplClM. The eommottee.•lthough ,mport.nl. " no,
o.....n';,1 atld will mee' only wlton tbe", is a .igniticant
need for thom to do w.



2005 Plans Seed Program Summary

Hybrid Corn Registration
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The Sial. i, di,ided Lnlo thITe \\ork "eos <:>r dist,icts for unit field ,,"If,
Eaoh f,eld 't,ffre""'" holds OT .ttends up to 6 meding, pe' year \\llh the
County Agriculturallnspe'C'or\ (CAl) in the,r "<:>rk area. The meeting, nnr_
mally last two hours and a... held,"" Oenlrall"".tion in the work area, The
p"Ipo>e oflho meetmgs i, pro",do lratntng for CAr, and to main1ain good
oommunloal1On and worktng rela,ionships "ith ,he,o important \\ orkera in
the ,cc'<l prol:I1lm

To in,uIT Ihal all hj bnds are bemg reg"",'Od. nne ofour field stnff ha.'
bttn "'SIgned ,bo du'y ofdoing on illtemel ",arch for oompanio, markoting
hybrid, in 2005 that ore ndoptc'\!IO Minne""ta,

The number of h)'brid seed corn '.rielio, registered has inoreasod Sle.dil)
fOT the past ton years, In fiscal year :'003, tbat 'rend ended whOnjUSl O\'er
2,500 hybrids \\ere reglSlcrcd by eighty_eight eomp;mios, Tho """ hyb-rid,
are 10sted e."h year by the MtnnesolJ Agno"It"," I E,peri'netl1 Sialion 10
<k~crrnine if the maturity rating a"igne<l to them " aoo.roto

In the early
199O·s. a deci
sion \\ a., mad<:
to focus tho
,",cd "mpling
and inspec
tion effort.
on 'i>"<rfio
probkm 're",
rather than,
strictly random
,pproaoh. Tho
goal w", 'n try to inftuellce morc compli.n« in areas "here we ha" Lrod,_
tionally foond tho higher raLe, of non_oompb'noo. s., far the result, are \'C')'

eocooraging, The, ,ola"on ra," on ,ample. continue, 10 drop and 'pceifie
labelera arc dOing. mU<h better job of eomplia""e beea">o \\ 0 add..." Iheir
probkms individually, Thi, approach \\ ,II be oonttn"ffl unltl w, ,",c Ihc
level of compha"eo ""bi];" a, as 10\\ a bel", we can attarn

3,000

Seed law
Enforcement

2,500

2,000

1.500

1,000...

One of thc amendments mad<: 10
the seed 1>". in 2003 was to de
\'elop a ,tond",-.li,OO OT mood rna_
turity lesting »"tem In preparation
rOT Iho cnding of registration .nd
testing of h) b-rid sec'<l e,,", "ariel
io< ill Septomber. 2006. To do thi"
the MDA mu" ,'!'tabli,h a working
group m.de up of the 1\1 illilesot'
Agricultural hperimem Sialioo
(.\lAES). representati" .. of in'talo
hybrid see<! oom rogi"ll1n", and.
roprc,,'ntatiw(,j t'om tho Min
nesota Com Growers A,.oeiatioo.
~ sy'l.m, ono, de, ol"""d, will
becomc • part of Ihe seed role" \\'e
began to e'tabli,h tho eommil1,'C
in 2()().l but did not meet a, we had
hope'\!, Thi, wm be a fllgh pM"'>"
fOT earlj' 2005.

A member of the unit field ,wlf
ha, b<.'C1l a"ign.d the responSIbIl_
Ity of,earohing the in'ernet for
compani", who h"'e not registered
tbei, \'arielie, for ",10 in lho "at.
and 10 find ,.ed label..." "bu du
not currentl) h."c a rcrrnit. It is
hkdy that many of the comp.nie,
N lallelers we find do oot need
to regiSlet.nd obtain a petrilli
becaus< Ihey <1<, nm dn business
In 'he state, Thnso that do need to
registor or oot,in a i>"rrnit w,1I be
broughl inlo oomplIa""o

Development 01 Hybrid Field
Corn Variety Relative Maturity
Evaluation Model

Internet Search - Unreilstered
Hybrid Com Varieties and
Unpermitted Seed Labelers

Minnesota Department of AgrlcLllure
'10 West PI.to Blvd., SI. PilIJl, MN 55107, 651-2% -6123

WMI',mda state ron uS



Inspection and Sampling

The ~004 >ttd sca"", "a. on aHT.'", "". for Mm",,·
>001. >.;.0 maJ'" problem. "n-e DOled ,"ell' dry' lIfO" ,ns
and ha,,", eand,uoos ifill) mean """.. IJIan_1
lo«d !l~e and h,"'.......~ """,han"",,1 d:>mafI' '0
"!<"cd d_. eandJllo.II"I .... .., hard md bnnlc '«dt..
1.:,... >IlIlT and CAl', ..ill~ Ioolinj for piubkms LO
IIIak ...... ,,~do ..<I)thinI .... an LO ~ttp all) prob
lcm!I .. lIIwI n-e--ab&e limit>

w. ",II ""nll"~10 ,.., for label k'....""') .11 §«tIlo..
,hat~ idm,ificd as beinlt lteMt,e:oll) cnlwlo....-d ,n ""'"'"
"a) \I.e ha'e fOUl>d "'''11I11) nu problem, LO date buI
"e lOll! COD"""" 10 m<;a'11lOt dlo O1IlI1.Cl f"" lh<,.e !tal'".

A ....... bulldiJta: anIllabor3to<) r", 1M dcpanrno."lI1 "
planned for rompleooa b) Lbc £all "f 200S

41 Sample It\tIIIben ..·..........11 in n 2004 dIK 10 lIIe
mluctlOn om WIlT made "" a ......1' "fa .u"",,·1&
budi'" >!tortf.1I in F\ :!OOJ. We hop< 10 add ,uIT
'0 .... >C'C'd prosr.>m ,n FY 200'1 au 1\"$1I1, of ,he
,nerehe "f f,,,, in wo-t R... """" i, "" abou, -I()O.
"",,. '~e I''''''ioo, ~e..

,) Till: 'able on III. pITYlOU, page w., .u'om.'"call}'
upd1lCd a, ,"mpl., ore obtained ,n",ughou' tile
ye.. Our compli.nce monitoring progroln" a p."
of ,1><: II'''' Laborntol) Inf<>rmat,(K\ Mana~.mellt
S}"'''''' (UMS). 0","," lOC ",mple i, loue~ in. ~II

Outreach

lmormalJOlll <barq 1>~"" &om dw """"
....,1. rq>Of'l;' mode 011 th< <.amp!< 1k .)......
..... ""'eloped b) "'uulu, and wlo«d 10 " <>ur
11ft<!>.. I, ba> m!...,..] 1he Ume needed 10 rq>Of'l ....

,,,,,,ing and fe¥Wa1Of) dcc"_.I""'I~I LOk' ..,
.."o",aucoll} cakuiated.lIIld lIM: """,h,n, dou and
report 6Je. """c.,. penni",",,' reconl. A do·
J'lnme.u ,,'i<ll: loremLDl\ ')'I,m" .1", ,n pi and
it handle< iii >=tl ""rm" applle..""" and pi) rn""t>
and the bnrnd .00 h}1Jrid com , ....<:1") rcw"""'''''''.
lhc", two .}'''cm, ~",e ,i,noft,'an,l) ,rnprol cd OUr
c.p.abihli",.nd dlkiCllq,

61 I'Dl- fib ,hal "an be download<:J (>fa r",·t ,1H:et on
bbcling on<! cornpli,nce. a....,,] ~l\l'PI'hca""n.
.nd , eopy of our ,eed I." "n~ rul-" .... "' .il.bl.
01\ the depa"men' wdr'"e ., wW".rndJ <"IO.mn.U,
under the' heading ·'Crop;.rod 1I",."cuhu.... ··

The ful"'" ""i~ and "'n-e ntba <poll'loOrN QI III(n<lcd b)' .... or '-" oflb< _, ....If. p...u<l<d _
......~I""'"l do>/'b)·. or.. w n-e I"'"

'''''' COUIIl) Apicultunl
II>lflC<""" T"'''''''1
Ak..1IIdna. ..1""'C'S(lU,
J-,. 7. II, and 9. 2OlJ.l

""m"",,,
....nnt;QLO Crop Iml"O''C'meo'
A....",..'oon AMual \l"",in,
Fe'iU' Flil.. \linnC>Oll
Januar) 21. 2!. !()O.j

".-. '\"...w;..
ofTo-.ll>lu", (\l-'\Tl

""""""""1~ JrlCOIlQl" In>UI>d the ....'.
" ...h IS 10 Apnl 2. 2004

'dl"e~ C""f<:n:r"Ol:C.
Manh,... 'I.hnnesolO
Al"'l 7. wo-t

LSO" COOPCr"lll<lr< C""f,"",occ
Las "'8a~. Nc' >do
Jul}' 1910 21. 2004

• A"""'oaI.... ofAm<Tic.m
Sud Ccnrol 0IIk1aI> I"-~SCOI
Qno" .. Oaoaoo.C.......
Jul) !S 10 29. 20(1.l

'''011..,.,.. A-<loOClaion of
Coone) "l1rKuI1\ll;tIln,pec,on
1\1 \C,'11 ShonI."tlU"'"
Gn,,>d Rapid•. '''"nnoll
Jul} !6. !7. !R. 2004

In ..._<1.<,." ~,,' ,1><: Am""",,, ~ ... 1);""'"1",.. ~,t. OIl .1",,,,,,,,, 10"" of '"",",c<lJ<>lLun ;, ."jl.,~ ,"'" ,,~..,' TTY 1·1.(.)./0)'.,,,"
TI>< MtlA j, '" f<looI """,,"_, ",""",'r<.


