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“The Minnesota Historical Society has faced adversity

numerous times during the last 155 years but invariably has

gone on to gain new strength and vitality. Despite the

severity of recent budget cuts, I expect that the Society once

again will draw inspiration and support from the many

Minnesotans who cherish their history.”
William C. Melton, President, Minnesota Historical Society



For 155 years, the Minnesota Historical Society has taken us back to the places and people of times
gone by through collecting, caring for and interpreting the state’s historical treasures. At the same time, it has
envisioned Minnesota’s future, looking forward and anticipating the need of people to know about those who
came before them.

Over the last three years, a series of reductions in state funding has greatly reduced the programs and
services we can offer to Minnesota’s people. As the state struggles with an unstable financial condition, the
Society struggles as well. We are deeply concerned that any further reductions will be devastating to the Society’s
program. However, despite these difficult times, the Society continues to fix its eye not only on what has been,
but also on what will be.

Through the efforts of our Executive Council, a new five-year strategic plan imagines a creative and
bold future for the Society. This vision includes greatly expanded web services for genealogists, researchers and
educators that will be available to Minnesotans from Moorhead to Winona, Windom to Two Harbors. It
imagines a revitalized Historic Fort Snelling that houses a major project on the World War II generation and an
innovative center dedicated to preserving the languages of Minnesota’s native people. It asks that we bring
more of our collections into the open through visible storage and that we work with all of Minnesota’s
communities to record and preserve the stories and experiences of our time for generations yet to come.

Our dedication to Minnesota’s future is perhaps best seen in our efforts to educate the state’s
schoolchildren. Minnesota history is, for the first time, a required part of the state’s educational system. Using
the Society’s Minnesota history curriculum, “Northern Lights,” thousands of students will discover how their
families and communities have contributed to the state’s development. Students involved in our History Day
program continue to distinguish themselves at the national level, and the Minnesota History Center, Mill City
Museum and our historic sites ring with the sounds of children engaged in learning.

The Society is grateful to you—our members, donors, volunteers, staff, governing board members
and the people of Minnesota—and to Governor Tim Pawlenty, the Minnesota Legislature and local officials
around the state for supporting Minnesota history. We are especially grateful to all those who have worked
diligently to keep our endangered historic sites open to the public. With your commitment to preserving the
past, we will be able to continue our reach toward the future.

Nina Archabal, Director



THE SOCIETY’S REACH KNOWS NO BOUNDS

VISITORS FLOCK TO HISTORIC SITES

MILL CITY MUSEUM OPENS TO WIDESPREAD ACCLAIM

In record numbers, Minnesotans—and people around the world
—reached out to the Minnesota Historical Society this year. Nearly
4,000,000 individuals visited our museums, historic sites, libraries,
collections, public programs and award-winning web site, which
received 2.9 million hits. The History Center welcomed more than
300,000 visitors, including 87,000 enthusiastic schoolchildren,
237,700 museum goers and 31,900 library patrons.

Historic sites entertained 528,700 visitors, including nearly 200,000
schoolchildren. Long valued resources for citizens across the state,
the sites’ importance to the people of Minnesota became even
clearer as communities from Elk River to Grand Rapids to St. Paul
rallied their support to make up for reduced state funding. At the
Ramsey House, work continued on a revitalization project for the
interior. The reception room, library and girls’ bedroom were
refurbished, part of a long-term project to make the house
furnishings and setting more accurate. And major work began on
the James J. Hill House’s retaining wall restoration, mushroom cave
reconstruction and landscaping.

September 13, 2003, marked the opening of the Society’s newest
addition to its statewide network of museums and historic sites.
More than 10,000 people attended a gala weekend of exciting
events, activities and performances. Built within the ruins of the
National Historic Landmark Washburn A Mill on the banks of the
Mississippi River in downtown Minneapolis, the museum tells the
story of flour milling and its impact on Minneapolis, the nation
and the world. In its first nine months of operation, nearly 100,000
visitors experienced the innovative new museum, which has won
numerous awards, including the 2004 Honor Award from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation and a 2004 Silver Anvil
Award of Excellence from the Public Relations Society of America
for its grand opening marketing campaign.

2004 HIGHLIGHTS
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MHS PRESS PUBLISHES RECORD NUMBER OF BOOKS, 
WINS MULTIPLE AWARDS

ADDITIONS TO SOCIETY’S COLLECTIONS RUN THE GAMUT

CHANGING EXHIBITS BRING VARIETY TO 
HISTORY CENTER, HILL HOUSE

The Minnesota Historical Society Press published a record 23
books, including the award-winning “The Language of Blood” by
Jane Jeong Trenka. The Press also licensed a Korean publishing
house to publish a Korean-language edition of Trenka’s book.
Another 25 titles were brought back into print through a new
digital short-run publishing initiative. MHS Press was honored
with five Minnesota Book Awards, the Barnes & Noble’s 2003 
Star of the North Award and the Minnesota Chapter of the 
Society of Architectural Historians’ annual Gebhard Award for
“Cap Wigington: An Architectural Legacy in Ice and Stone.”

Additions to the Society’s collections included a milk carton
kayak/paddle boat from the 1971 Minneapolis Aquatennial,
memorabilia from the Minneapolis Millers baseball team and a
Civil War sword used by a soldier with the 7th Minnesota Volunteer
Infantry. In all, 653 artifacts were added to the Society’s collections
and 16,156 archaeological items were accessioned at the History
Center and Historic Fort Snelling. Former Gov. Jesse Ventura’s
official papers and files were processed, cataloged and made
available to an interested public.

A series of smaller, changing exhibits attracted new visitors to the
History Center, including “Small Wonders, Little Giants,” which
looked at the phenomenal popularity of action figures. Other
changing displays included a summer fishing display, a rare ca. 1906
Bjella automobile, newly acquired items in the Society’s craft
collections, an elaborate Ramsey family sleigh and Minnesota
medical devices. At the James J. Hill House, gallery exhibits
showcased the Society’s art collection with exhibits on 20th century
landscapes, the work of Swedish immigrant painter Elof Wedin and
a display of quilts made in Minnesota over the last 100 years.

“GOING PLACES: THE MYSTIQUE OF MOBILITY” 
OPENS IN JANUARY

A major new exhibit, “Going Places: The Mystique of Mobility,”
part of the Minnesota Transportation History Network, opened at
the History Center in January. The exhibit, which traces how the
American passion for traveling has shaped life in Minnesota for
nearly 200 years, lets visitors climb aboard a 1950s Soo Line boxcar,
crank the engine of a 1915 Model T, experience a “blast-off” in a
fantastical rocket ship and delve into the personal papers of
travelers from all walks of life.



“CLOUDY WATERS” ADDS DAKOTA PERSPECTIVE 
TO GRAND EXCURSION

LIBRARY ADDS TO ONLINE SERVICES

“NORTHERN LIGHTS” REACHES STUDENTS 
ACROSS MINNESOTA

As part of the Upper Midwest commemoration of the 150th
anniversary of the Grand Excursion of 1854, the exhibit “Cloudy
Waters: Dakota Reflections on the River” explored the complex
connection of the Dakota people and the Mississippi River. The
exhibit offers a non-traditional museum experience that blends
images reflected on a flowing pool of water and the sounds of
nature interspersed with the voices of the Dakota.

Services at the library were transformed by the stunning growth of
e-commerce. Ordering from the popular death certificate index and
research services were made available online, both leading to large
increases in orders. More than 8,000 images also were added to the
Visual Resources Database, which now totals more than 188,000
online records of the Society’s historical photograph collection. The
“Guide to Family History Resources at the Minnesota Historical
Society” was published in December by MHS Press. And the
Society’s genealogical strengths were lauded once again when
Family Tree Magazine named the web site as one of its 101 Best of
2004 for the second year in a row.

The all new second edition of the Society’s popular “Northern
Lights” curriculum reached students across the state. More than
15,000 copies were purchased by about 250 schools in nearly
every county in Minnesota. The curriculum received an award of
merit from the American Association of State and Local History,
its highest honor, and a Minnesota Book Award for youth non-
fiction. The Society’s History Player in the classroom program
served 5,916 students and adults at 130 schools and organizations
across the state.

FOREST HISTORY CENTER OPENS EXPANDED 
VISITOR CENTER, NEW EXHIBITS

The Society’s Forest History Center, a recreated ca. 1900 logging
camp that first opened in Grand Rapids in 1978, celebrated its
newly expanded visitor center and new exhibits with a weekend
of activities in June. Nearly 2,000 people attended the event,
enjoying such new exhibits as the “EcoLog,” a full-scale mature
white-pine log that visitors can crawl through to discover the flora
and fauna of the forest, as well as the site’s popular living-history
lumber camp.

2004 HIGHLIGHTS 
(CONT.)



MINNESOTA STUDENTS TAKE TOP HONORS 
AT NATIONAL HISTORY DAY

SUMMER MUSIC SERIES ATTRACT THOUSANDS

Continuing a tradition of excellence that has grown over the last
26 years, 12 Minnesota students placed first in five categories at
National History Day. Fifty-three students advanced to the finals
and 10 entries won national honors. The program, which is
sponsored by the Society and the University of Minnesota, was
participated in by nearly 30,000 young Minnesotans and is a model
for states across the country.

This year, Mill City Live joined the Society’s popular Nine Nights
of Music outdoor summer concerts. More than 6,400 attended the
Nine Nights series on the History Center’s Laura Jane Musser plaza,
while 550 attended the first two Mill City Live concerts in the eight-
part series (total attendance 2,405) in the Mill Ruins Courtyard.

SOCIETY ADDS NATIONAL REGISTER LOCATIONS, 
AWARDS GRANTS

Thirteen properties representing 11 counties were listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, including a historic wayside;
an overlook; a fire station; junior and senior high schools in Morris,
International Falls and Winona; a Romanian Orthodox church; a
city hall and an outdoor stadium. Oheyawahi, or Pilot Knob, in
Dakota County was determined to be eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National
Register. Although hard hit by state budget cuts, the Society made
17 State Grants-in-Aid matching grants to nonprofit organizations
and institutions, totaling $48,000. Fifteen State Capital Grants for
County and Historic Preservation Projects matching grants were
awarded, totaling $321,413. And 10 Certified Local Government
matching grants, totaling $68,650, were made.



Condensed Balance Sheet Year ended June 30, 2004 (000’s omitted) With summarized information as of June 30, 2003

Board
Plant designated State

Undesignated fund endowment appropriations Other 2004 2003

Cash and investments $3,202 $11,186 $1,336 $ 8,199 $14,245 $ 38,168 $ 29,579

Receivables 2,687 3,314 3,581 361 9,943 14,719

Museum shop inventories 924 924 809

Property and equipment net $90,847 90,847 90,757

Total assets $6,813 $90,847 $11,186 $4,650 $11,780 $14,606 $139,882 $135,864

Payables and accrued liabilities $1,222 $ 40 $1,062 $ 424 $ 394 $ 3,142 $ 3,644

Net assets:

Unrestricted 5,591 $90,847 11,146 107,584 105,440

Temporarily restricted 3,588 11,356 14,944 15,269

Permanently restricted 14,212 14,212 11,511

Total net assets 5,591 90,847 11,146 3,588 11,356 14,212 136,740 132,220

Total liabilities and net assets $6,813 $90,847 $11,186 $4,650 $11,780 $14,606 $139,882 $135,864

These statements are excerpts from the Society’s audited financial statements, which are available upon request.

Percentage of Expenses by 
Program Area

A Historic Sites 24.4%

B Library Collections 
and Archival Services 16.5%

C Museum Operations 16.3%

D Administration, Development, 
Support and Technology 16.1%

E History Center 8.5%

F Outreach and Preservation 4.9%

G Mill City Museum 8.1%

H Publications and Research 5.2%

Sources of Support and Revenue

A State Appropriations 50.6%

B Federal, State and County 
Grants 7.5%

C Support from Individuals, 
Corporations and Foundations 11.9%

D Earned Income 30.0%

Fiscal Year 2004 Financial Highlights

The Society received $22.1 million in operating
support from the State of Minnesota in fiscal
year 2004. This amount reflects a 15.3% biennial
budget reduction in State support from the
previous biennium.

In these difficult times for state dollars, however,
the Society’s members, friends, corporations and
foundations stepped up to provide $6 million in
funding for the Society’s programs. This compares
to $5.2 million in the previous year. This additional
support has been crucial, especially in view of the
transfer of seven historic sites to community-
based funding this year.

Meanwhile, non-investment revenues were up
19.1% over last year.

In part, increased revenue reflects a successful
first year of operations at the new Mill City
Museum. During fiscal year 2004, $3.2 million of
support and revenue for capital improvements
and operating expenses resulted in the museum
ending the fiscal year with a small surplus.

52.8% of the Society’s fiscal year 2004 budget
was for salaries and benefits.

Over 1,700 volunteers and interns contributed
39,000 volunteer hours across the state.

The market value of permanent and board-
designated endowment increased by 22% to
$25.3 million during fiscal year 2004. This increase
reflects $1.1 million of new endowment gifts as
well as improved market conditions compared to
the prior year. These funds are used to support
activities at a number of historic sites, conservation
and preservation initiatives, as well as general
operating support.

Temporarily restricted Permanently
restricted

TotalUnrestricted



Statement of Activities Year ended June 30, 2004 (000’s omitted) With summarized information as of June 30, 2003

Board
Plant designated State

Undesignated fund endowment appropriations Other 2004 2003

Support and revenue:

Support:

Private contributions $ 830 $ 20 $ 3,314 $ 1,059 $ 5,223 $ 4,527

Federal grants 2,193 2,193 1,971

State agency grants (3) (3) 0

County and other grants 1,120 1,120 104

State operating appropriations $22,057 22,057 25,622

State capital appropriation 294 294 6,173

Total support 830 0 120 22,351 6,624 1,059 30,884 38,397

Revenue:

Admission fees 1,902 1,902 1,311

Museum store sales 1,661 1,661 1,431

Membership 790 790 702

Publication sales 1,383 1,383 1,140

Program fees 340 340 205

Contract service fees 690 690 648

Digital product fees 378 378 369

Investment return 52 2,921 540 1,622 5,135 1,666

Auxiliary services 739 739 744

Other sales and fees 252 252 280

Total revenue 8,187 0 2,921 0 540 1,622 13,270 8,496

Total support and revenue 9,017 0 2,941 22,351 7,164 2,681 44,154 46,893

Net assets released from 

program restrictions 28,237 $ 1,609 (27,217) (2,629)

Total support, revenue and net assets 

released from program restrictions 37,254 1,609 2,941 (4,866) 4,535 2,681 44,154 46,893

Expenses:

Program services:

Library collections and archival services 6,295 245 6,540 7,692

Publications 2,057 10 2,067 1,936

Museum operations, exhibits and education 6,205 240 6,445 7,182

Historic sites 9,409 273 9,682 9,076

Outreach and preservation 1,933 7 1,940 2,979

Mill City Museum 2,764 442 3,206 2,773

History Center 3,091 286 3,377 3,559

Total program services 31,754 1,503 0 0 0 0 33,257 35,197

Supporting services:

Management and general 5,605 15 5,620 6,113

Development and membership 755 2 757 678

Total supporting services 6,360 17 0 0 0 0 6,377 6,791

Total expenses 38,114 1,520 0 0 0 0 39,634 41,988

Increase (decrease) in 

net assets before transfer (860) 89 2,941 (4,866) 4,535 2,681 4,520 4,905

Reclassification of net assets 1,046 (1,072) 6 20

Changes in net assets

Unrestricted 186 89 1,869 2,144 9,303

Temporarily Restricted (4,866) 4,541 (325) (5,519)

Permanently Restricted 2,701 2,701 1,121

Net change in net assets 186 89 1,869 (4,866) 4,541 2,701 4,520 4,905

Net assets at beginning of year 5,405 90,758 9,277 8,454 6,815 11,511 132,220 127,315

Net assets at end of year $ 5,591 $90,847 $11,146 $ 3,588 $11,356 $14,212 $136,740 $132,220

Temporarily restricted Permanently
restricted

TotalUnrestricted
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The Minnesota Historical Society
gratefully acknowledges the
leadership support of the following
North Star Circle members who
contributed $1,000 or more to the
Annual Fund between July 1, 2003
and June 30, 2004. Thanks to the
commitment and generosity of
these donors, the Society continues
to offer quality programs and
services that engage the public
and offer new perspectives on
Minnesota history.

For information on the North 
Star Circle, please contact 
Bonita Jenné at 651-284-4801 
or bonita.jenne@mnhs.org.
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DONORS
The people of Minnesota generously supported the Society through appropriations made by the Legislature and approved by the Governor. In addition
to state support, we gratefully acknowledge the following donors who have generously supported our ongoing programs and special projects this year.
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Individuals and 
Family Foundations
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generously supported programs
and projects between July 1, 2003
and June 30, 2004.
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Mr. and Mrs. George Dixon
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle C. Doerr
J.P. Doffing
Florence E. Doyle
James P. Eastman and 

Cynthia M. Kriha
E. Peter and Scotty Gillette
Patricia J. Goralski
Amy Gudmestad
Anne Hage
Stewart Hazel and Mary Schlosser
Doug and Martha Head
Edward J. Healy
Frank and Barbara Heffelfinger
Peter Herzog and June Wheeler
Ms. Rebecca Hinz
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Jerdee
James E. Johnson
Douglas and Mary Jones
Max M. Kampelman
William and Mary Keefer
Ms. Sarah Kinney
Joseph and Jami Ann LaPray
Arlyn and Elaine Larson
Don R. and Carole J. Larson
William H. Lautz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Lavely
Ward B. and Susan Lewis
Richard and Margaret Lidstad
B. John and Sarah Lindahl
Mark Mammel
Nancy Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Tom McCarthy
Andrea and Larry McGough 

Donor Advised Fund of the
Catholic Community Foundation

Richard T. McMurray
Donald G. and Dolores J. McQuarrie
Mr. Harold W. Michie
John G. and Marlene M.

Mulrooney
Mr. John Neess and 

Mr. Mark Thomas
Robert A. Oden, Jr. and 

Teresa J. Oden
Deborah Olson
Frederick and Lucy Owens
Wilson and Dorothy Partridge
Katherine A. Payne

Dwight and Marjorie Peterson
Mr. Perry C. Plank
Brad and Linda Quarderer
Martha and Lachlan Reed
Peter R. and Jacqueline Reis
David and Suzanne Rhees
Nathaniel and Mary Robbins
Mr. Clifford M. Roberts
John and Sandra Roe
Donald R. Roefer
John and Jacqueline Salisbury
Sharleen R. Schlueter
Joyce and Jim Schnobrich
Owen E. and Veronica N. Shaffer
Richard D. and Barbara W. Shank
Mary Shepherd
John G. Smith
James and Merrie Stolpestad
Barbara Stuhler
Kent and Kathy Thompson
Phyllis Thornley
Betty Tisel and Sarah Farley
E.R. and Julie Titcomb
John Tradewell
Barbara Welke
Mark and Muriel Wexler
Sidney Wold
Dr. Robert J. Wood, M.D.

$250–499
Anonymous (1)
Arlin Albrecht
Arthur E. Anderson
Keith and Martha Anderson
William and Nancy Anderson
Budd and Marguerite Andrews
Erma J. Andrews
Gordon and Joyce Asselstine
Gordon J. and Josephine Bailey
John and Nancy Baird
Julie, Doug, and Will Baker
Daniel J. and M. Barbara Balik
Keith W. and Catherine E. Bartz
Will and Paula Bathke
Glen A. Bean
David A. and Betty A. Bear
Andrew R. and Audrey L. Benjamin
Amy Bennett
Carolyne Bisson and Richard Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bloomberg
Muriel Bochnak
Paul and Marjorie Boening
Janet and James Bohn
George and Irene Boomer
A. Rodney Boren, Jr. and 

Susan S. Boren
Marvin and Elizabeth Borman, Esq.
Paul E. Boucher
Michael and Julie Braun
David W. Broesder and Barbara

Preston-Broesder
Brad and Joan Brolsma
Caroll Brooks
Carolyn J. Brusseau
Eric W. and Karen Anne Burton

Jack and Jean Buys
Randal Carlson and 

Amelia McIntyre
William L. Carlson
Leon and Donnie Carr
H. Mead and June Cavert
Margaret Chase
Mr. and Mrs. David Choate
Rusty and Burt Cohen
Paul and Barbara Courneya
John Crippen and Sheila Stuhlman
Tom and Ellie Crosby, Jr.
Carol Daniels and Dick Jacker
John B. and Joy Lee Davis Fund of

The Saint Paul Foundation
Mark and Mary Ann Davis
Mitchell Davis
Megan Dayton
James and Cynthia DeRuyter
Kent and Ariel Dickerman
Dan Dodds
Daniel and Catherine Donovan
Robert and Dorothy Drake
Joan Duddingston
Christopher Duff
Joseph and Patricia Duffy
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Dundek
David Durenberger and 

Susan B. Foote
Leif and Sine Duus
Mark Edgren
Miles and Genelle Efron
Michael L. Ellingsworth
Kay Erickson and Mike Madigan
Ron and Diane Fagen
Mrs. Harry G. Fair
Michael Fedo
Thomas J. and Carol J. Felton
George and Joan Fischer
Tim and Carol Fiske
Olivia and Silas Ford
Rodney H. Forristall
Barbara Forster and 

Lawrence Hendrickson
Harold Fotsch
Ms. Eloise Fredrickson
Hillary J. Freeman and 

Carol J. Mork
John and B.J. French
Carol and Carl Fritsch
Mary Ella Galbraith
Charlie Gallup
Robert F. and Karen Garland
David J. Gerdes
Daniel and Patricia Gerhan
Mr. Peter Gilbertson
Timothy C. Glines and 

Barbara Davis
Bernice Cowl Gordon
Dean Greenberg
Stanley B. Gregory Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
Pierson M. and Florence B. Grieve

Family Fund of The Saint Paul
Foundation

Jennifer H. Gross

Delores Gustafson
Howard M. and Elizabeth H.

Guthmann
Hannibal and Robbie Haase
Mary Habstritt and Gerald Weinstein
Marion J. Handt
Timothy Hanrahan and 

Brian Columbus
Rodney D. Hardy
William and Helen Hartfiel
Paul A. Hartquist
Ronald and Lisa Have
Jeff and Lucy Heegaard
John R. Heneman
Lila Hertzberg
Robert E. and Ramona Hess
Ms. Joan Higinbotham
Helen Hocker
Susan M. Hoel
W.H. Hollinshead
James and Ann Howard 

Family Fund of The Minneapolis
Foundation

F.B. Hubachek
John Q. and Lucy Imholte
Rex and Monica Ingram
Barry A. and Karmen A. Johnson
Clayton and Jean Johnson
Gary Johnson and Joan Hershbell
Dr. and Mrs. Sander M. Johnson
Sigrid Johnson
Walter and Janet Johnson
Wilford F. and Jean Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Jorgensen
John Keller and Sandra Jo Shill
Thomas Kelley and Kathleen Stack
Mary T. Kenna
David Kenney
Janet Keyes and Mark Hatherly
Paul A. Kief
Robert Kiefer
Karen L. Knoll
Ted and Marjorie Kolderie
Michael Kosiak
Mr. and Mrs. Skip Krawczyk
John H. and Shirley Krohn
Ms. Terry Lamb
Jane Lanctot
Mrs. Lee Lanners
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Larson
Robert E. and Elaine Larson
Mr. Steven J. Larson
Knut E. Lavine
Mr. John E. Lawyer
Donald H. and Joann Leavenworth
David and Elizabeth Lee
A. Patrick and Katherine Leighton
Stephen and Sheila Lieberman
Wilfred and Margaret Lind
Eleanor Lindsay
John Loban and Jean Kummerow
Anne E. Lowe
H. William and Sue Lurton
Deane Manolis
John and Bonnie Manthey
Merritt and Betty Marquardt



A. Jerri Marsden
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Mathern
Angela M. and George W. Maves
Donald W. and Anne McCarthy
Douglas and Kathleen McClure
Mary Ann McCoy
Samuel and Patricia McCullough
Malcolm W. McDonald
Jordan and Kate McGowan
Linda McGowan and 

Joyce Peterson
James L. McLaughlin
James and Rebecca McLennan
James McMenemy
Stephen S. McVay
Gerald and Jeanne Meigs
Mary E. Melzarek
Christopher and Diane Merz
Mary M. Meyer
Violet and Charles Meyer
Russ and Jan Michaletz
Neal and Roxanne Miller
Peter and Jane Moe
James and Carol Moller
Frederick and Lynda Morlock
Sandy and Bob Morris
Robert and Dee Anne Nelson
Larry Neumann
Mark and Gretchen Noordsy
Nickolas Nyhus
James H. O’Hagan and 

Ann H. Barkelew O’Hagan
Susan Okie
Robert and Susan Olson
James C. and Cynthia K. O’Neill
Herbert A. and Donna Opp
Charles and Vicki Osborne
Dr. John Overton and Dr. Ann Lowry
Valerie and David Pace
James R. Pagliarini and 

Elizabeth C. Raymond
Ms. Lyn Palacheck
Alison and Fred Parks
Mr. Chuck Paton
Ronald Pederson
Randall S. Pemberton
Jay Peterson and Kathy Ripke
Julien V. and Charlotte Petit
Walter Pickhardt and 

Sandra Resnick
Louise Plank
Julian G. Plante
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Poole
Ms. Nancy L. Powell
Lee Radermacher
Dean B. Randall
Verna Rausch
Jane H. Richards
Jerome K. Robertson
Thomas A. and Peggy Rohde
James and Helen Rood
Vincent J. and Barbara A. Ruane
Sheva and Thomas Sanders
Gary W. and Mary Ann Schokmiller

Joyce Schonhardt
Carol Schreider
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney N. Searle
Janet and Irving Shapiro
Richard and Charleen Shields
The Singer Family Foundation
Kenneth R. Skjegstad
G. Richard and Ella Slade
Thirza and Jim Smeal
Anthony and Heather Smith
Margaret E. Spear
Eugene and Ione Stein
L.G. and Joy Steiner
Mr. James Stensvold
Ben Storey, Jr.
Ralph and Grace Strangis
Richard Stryker
Mark O. Stutrud
Loretta L. Stutsman
Geraldine and Jacob Stutzman
Tom H. and Arlene M. Swain
Henry L. and Virginia Sweatt
Gregory Swenson
Terry Troutner
Linda and Jerry R. Urevig
Mildred Vaccarella
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Vanden Plas
John W. and Avis C. Vessey
Karen Viskochil
Col. William D. Waff and 

Rev. Kathleen C. Busby
Mr. Ron Wahlberg
John R. Wald
Ms. Helen Waldron
Charles and Nancy Webster
Howard W. and Joanne Weiner
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Welch
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis R. Wells
Helen West
Clarice J. Westall
J. Kimball and Helen Whitney
Mr. Robert Wilke
Frank and Frances Wilkinson
Cliff Williams
Carl and Charity Willis
Leonard and Adelia Wilson
John W. Windhorst
John J. and Delores Wood
Alan R. Woolworth
Jim and Darlene Wuollet
Robert and Lorene Youngquist
Andrew Yurista
Gary and Carmen Ziemer
Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Zimmerman

Thanks to our many generous
friends who contributed up to 
$249 this year. All gifts are greatly
appreciated and provide important
support for the Society’s mission.

Special Projects
The Society gratefully acknowledges
the following donors for their
generous support for a variety of
special projects.

Pat Bauer and David Geister
John Camp
Johanna Ghei
Roger MacDonald
Elizabeth and Whitney MacMillan
Marvin O’Connell
David and Penny Winton

Corporations, Foundations
and Organizations

$50,000 and above
3M
Andersen Corporation
The Andersen Foundation
The Burlington Northern 

Santa Fe Foundation
Farmers Insurance Group
Friends of the Forest History Center
Lower Sioux Indian Community
Mardag Foundation
The Saint Paul Foundation
The Scrooby Foundation
St. Paul Travelers Foundation
Touchstone Energy Partners

$25,000–49,999
The Cargill Foundation
City of Saint Paul Cultural Sales

Tax Revitalization Program
Friends of Forestville
Friends of the Oliver H. Kelley Farm
Grand Rapids Area Community

Foundation
The Jerome Foundation
George A. MacPherson Fund
Sibley House Association
Frank W. Veden Charitable Trust

$15,000–24,999
Carolyn Foundation
Charles K. Blandin Foundation
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
University of St. Thomas

$10,000–14,999
Anna M. Heilmaier Charitable

Foundation
Meyer, Scherer & Rockcastle, Ltd.
Parsinen, Kaplan, Rosberg & 

Gotlieb, P.A.
E. M. Pearson Foundation
Redwood Area Communities

Foundation

$5,000–9,999
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
Grotto Foundation

Prairie Island Tribal Council
Margaret Rivers Fund
Star Tribune
St. Croix Foundation
Summit Avenue Residential

Preservation Association
Villaume Industries, Inc.

$2,500–4,999
Deluxe Corporation Foundation
General Mills Foundation
Horton, Inc.
The Jostens Foundation
The Minnesota Mutual Foundation
The National Grange
Rahr Foundation
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, L.L.P.
Ruffed Grouse Society
Tozer Foundation

$1,000–2,499
American Express Foundation
Anchor Bank, National Association
Briggs and Morgan
National Society of Colonial

Dames of America in the State 
of Minnesota

Fannie Mae Foundation
GMAC-RFC
Hammel Green and 

Abrahamson, Inc.
IBM Corporation
Mayo Clinic
Northern Minnesota CCC Alumni
Peregrine Capital Management, Inc.

Fund of The Minneapolis
Foundation

The Elizabeth C. Quinlan
Foundation, Inc.

Saliterman & Siefferman, P.C.
Tapemark Company
U.S. Trust Company

$500–999
Crown Holdings, Inc.
The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Federated Insurance Foundation
G & K Services
Kraus-Anderson Companies
Land O’Lakes Foundation
Leonard, Street and Deinard

Foundation
McGough Construction Company
Midwest Dairy Association
The Re-Imagining Community
Rhode Island State Grange

Foundation, Inc.
The Schwan Food Company
Thomson West
UMI Company, Inc.
Wells Fargo History Museum
Wood Fiber Employees Joint

Legislative Account



$250–499
Biesanz Stone Company, Inc.
BTC Management, Inc.
Hess, Roise and Company
La Campagnie Des Hivernants
Laird Norton Family Fund
The McKnight Foundation
Michaud Cooley Erickson
Mills Fleet Farm
New Century Club
Veritas Software Global, L.L.C.
Wells Fargo Bank Owatonna
B.C. Younger & Associates, Inc.

In Kind Gifts
3M
D’Amico Catering
Marylee Hardenburgh
Hardwood Plus
International Multifoods Corporation
Little & Company
KS95-FM
KSTP-TV
Star Tribune

Memorials
Gifts were received in memory 
of the following individuals:

Eleanor Jane Adams
Barbara Bemis
Lester Benson
Steve Bisek
Edward Brooks
Moses Calmenson
Arthur Calvert’s Minnesota

ancestors
Esther Chamberlain
Ariel Davidson
Ann Sheldon Duff
Elaine Edgren
William P. Everts
Persis Fitzpatrick
Shirley Berghs Gray
Harriet Groseth
Dr. R.W. Gustafson
Dennis Hageman
James Hall
Myron Hanson
Mary Havener
Jay Hermes
Violet Isaac
Robert Johnson
Ron Kisling
Shan Knox
Marge Kreidberg
Ray Laine
Katherine Lightner
Thomas Martinez
Miriam Messing
Jacqueline R. and 

Howard W. Mithun
Virginia Moe
Cole Oehler
Rosemary Rockenbach

Everett L. Roth
Florence Roefer
Louise Rose
Vicenta Scarlett
James P. Shannon
Kay Taylor

Tributes
Gifts were received in honor 
of the following individuals:

Elmer and Eleanor Andersen
Tricia Foo-Ying
Linda Higgins and Brian Bushay 

in honor of their wedding
Louis Fors Hill
Erik Hope and Linda Hope

Schneewind in honor of 
their wedding

John Lavine
Bob Loeffler

Deferred Gifts
During the past year, the individuals
listed below notified the Society
that they have provided for its
long-term future through an estate
or life income gift. Deferred gifts
are a wonderful way for individuals
of all financial circumstances to
leave a lasting legacy, supporting 
a program or historic site that is 
of special interest to them. To learn
more about these opportunities,
please call Keith Bartz, Director 
of Planned/Major Gifts, at 
651-205-4575 or 1-888-293-4440
or e-mail to keith.bartz@mnhs.org.

Anonymous (5)
Shirlee Ruttger Bates
Carl R. and Jane K. Barthelemy
Diane M. Berthel
Marshall and Elizabeth Hatfield
Mssr. Joseph L. Lotz and Ronald

A. Rosenberg
Robert and Roberta Megard
Walter N. and Mary Jane Trenerry

Bequests Received
The following individuals have
generously and thoughtfully
benefited the Society’s endowment
in the past year through a bequest.
Their gifts will be lasting legacies,
supporting in perpetuity what they
most valued during their lifetimes.

Kenneth R. Barry
Josephine Harper Darling
Alpha M. Gustafson
Gladys M. Henslin
Katherine Lightner
Anne Morrow Lindbergh
Byron R. Mortensen
Anthony L. Wick

Named Endowment Funds
Endowment gifts provide valuable
program support now and for
generations to come. The Society
is most grateful to the donors who
have established the following
named endowment funds. For infor-
mation about named funds, please
call Keith Bartz at 651-205-4575 or
Mark Haidet at 651-297-2849 or
toll-free at 1-888-293-4440.

Elmer L. and Eleanor Andersen
Publications Fund

The Eugenie M. Anderson Women
in Public Affairs Fund

T. R. Anderson Rare Collections
Acquisition Fund

The Ed and Elly Asplin Mill City
Museum Fund

Harry D. and Jeanette Ayer Fund
for the Mille Lacs Museum

The Bean Family Fund for
Business History

Beito Foundation Fund for
Northwestern Minnesota History

Charles H. and Lucy Winton Bell
Endowment Fund

Isabella and Leo Capser Fund
Horace F. and Esther J.

Chamberlain Fund for Historic
Preservation

The Jean and Frank Chesley 
Fund for Local and County
Historical Societies

Chute Family Fund for 
Mill City Museum

Comstock Memorial Fund for the
Comstock House

The Sage and John Cowles Fund
The Richard and Shirley DeLeo

Fund for Historic Sites
The Florence Donohue Fund for

Historic Forestville
The James Taylor Dunn Fund for

St. Croix Valley History
Janet L. Erickson Hill House Fund
Charles E. Flandrau Research

Leave Fund
Anna E.R. Furness Fund
The Paul S. and Aileen M. Gerot

Fund for Mill City Museum
The Lila Johnson Goff Collections

Endowment
The F.T. Gustavson Fund for

Museum Collections
Marshall R. and Elizabeth 

Hatfield Fund
Donald and Gladys Henslin Fund
Helen Henton Fund
June D. Holmquist Publications

and Research Fund
Ronald and Margaret Hubbs

Collections and Acquisition Fund
The Gerald W. and Victoria K.

Johnson Fund for Historic Sites
Carl and Helen W. Jones Fund for

Archives and Manuscripts

Herschel V. Jones Collections
Acquisition Fund

Helen Katz Fund
The Elsie A. Keasling Fund
Dorothy Hagen Kettner Fund for

Library and Archives
Charles A. Lindbergh 

Memorial Fund
The Jean R. Ljungkull 

Textile Fund
Fred and Elvina Mathison Fund
The Donald and Alice McIlrath Fund
The Joseph S. and Jane Y. Micallef

Education Fund
Morrison Family Fund for 

Mill City Museum
George W. Neilson Fund
Charlie Nelson Fund for Historic

Preservation
E. M. Pearson Foundation Fund
Louise D. Rose Fund for Processing
The Betty Scandrett Oehler Fund
The Ken and Nina Rothchild Fund

for Business History and
Women’s History

The Joseph and Josephine Ruttger
Descendants Fund

John Newton and Julia Morrow
Peyton Endowment Fund

The Otto and Martha Schmaltz
Education Fund

The Nel Schweiss Fund 
for Minnesota River Valley
Historic Sites

Carroll B. Simmons Fund for the
LeDuc House

Jan and Bill Spoor Fund for 
Mill City Museum

Stans Lectureship Fund
Vera Stanton Memorial Fund for an

Interpreter Award Program
The Sibley Flandrau Stewart Fund

for Museum Collections
O. W. Stone Fund
George W. Wells, Jr. and Mary

Cobb Wells Exhibition Fund
Carl A. Weyerhaeuser 

Rare Books Fund
Harrison Hayes Whiting Fund for

Mill City Museum
Henrietta W. Willius 

Conservation Fund



Named Pooled 
Endowment Funds

James J. Hill House
The Elisabeth W. Doermann Fund

Historic Sites
Women’s Organization of the 

Minnesota Historical Society
Historic Site Enhancement
Endowment

Mill City Museum
The G. Richard Slade Fund 
Whitney Eastman Fund

Photograph Collection
Virginia P. Moe Fund

Processing
The Kathryn A. Johnson Fund

Sibley House Historic Site
The Robert and Marveen 

Minish Fund

Split Rock Lighthouse
Allan L. Apter and 

Brenda J. Ion Fund
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