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Minnesota Academic Standards 
Social Studies 

ORGANIZATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 

The Minnesota Academic Standards in History and Social Studies are organized by grade level 
into seven strands: 1) U.S. History, 2) World History, 3) Essential Skills, 4) Government and 
Citizenship, 5) Geography, 6) Economics, and 7) Minnesota History (appears at grade 6 only).  
One or more categories or sub-strands of standards are listed under each strand.  For example, 
the Geography strand includes the sub-strands of Concepts of Location, Maps and Globes, and 
Physical Features. 
 
Each standard begins with the phrase “The student will…” and this is followed by several 
benchmarks that describe the specific knowledge or skills that students should acquire by the end 
of that grade level. 
 
The strands are identified by Roman numerals (I, II, III) and the sub-strands are below them in 
mixed case, bold type.  The standards are noted by the underlined word “Standard” and are 
followed by a list of benchmarks identified with ordinal numbers (1, 2, 3).  The example below 
illustrates the relationship between a strand, sub-strand, standard and benchmark. 

Example 

Grade 2 
 
Strand  V.   GEOGRAPHY 
 
Sub-strand Concepts of Location 

Standard Standard: The student will use directional and positional words to describe 
people, places and things. 

 
Benchmarks The student will: 

 
1. Use the equator and poles as reference points to describe locations. 

 
2. Compare distances between two or more places shown on a map with   

 simple terms, such as farther and closer. 
 

The next page outlines the organization of the History and Social Studies standards for all grade levels. 
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FRAMEWORK FOR THE K-12 HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS 

The grade designations following each sub-strand indicate the grade level the sub-strand first
appears in the standards.  Starred (*) designations are used to show sub-strands that appear at 
more than one grade level. 
 
I.  U.S. HISTORY 
 Famous People (Groups or Events) in American History (K*) 

Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Pre-history through 1607 (3) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Colonization and Conflict, 1607-1780s (5) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

 Political Unrest and the American Revolution 1763-mid-1791 (5) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Growth and Westward Expansion, 1801-1861 (5) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850s-1870s (5) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
 

I.  MINNESOTA HISTORY (6) 
 Pre-Contact to 1650 

Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Contact and Fur Trade (1600-1810) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Early Settlement and Statehood (1810-1860) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Civil War and Dakota War (1860-1864) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
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Industrial Era (1865-1914) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
World Wars I and II, the 1920s and the Great Depression (1914-1945) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Post-World War II to the Present (1945-) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
 

I.  U.S. HISTORY 
Reshaping the Nation and the Emergence of Modern America, 1877-1916 (7) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
World Wars and the Emergence of Modern America, 1900-1930s (7) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
A World at War, 1930s-1945 (7) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Post WWII Era, 1945-1980 (7) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Contemporary America, 1980-present (7) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Pre-history through 1607 (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Colonization and Conflict, 1607-1780s (9-12)  
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark, etc. 
Political Growth and Westward Expansion, 1781-mid-1800s (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

 Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850s-1870s (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
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Reshaping the Nation and the Emergence of Modern America, 1877-1916 (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
World Wars and the Emergence of Modern America, 1900-1930s (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
A World at War, 1930s-1945 (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Post WWII Era (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Contemporary America, 1968-present (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

 
II.  WORLD HISTORY 
 Famous People in World History (K*) 

Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Famous Civilizations in World History (1) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
World Civilizations, Pre-history to 1000 B.C. (4) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

 World Civilizations, 1000 B.C. to 500 A.D. (4) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark, etc. 
World Civilizations, 500-1000 A.D. (4) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Regional Interactions, 1000-1500 A.D. (4) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

 Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. (6) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
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Age of Revolution and Reaction, 1640-1920 A.D. (6) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

II.  WORLD HISTORY I  (9-12) 
Early Civilizations, Pre-history to 1000 B.C. 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
World Civilizations, 1000 B.C.- 500 A.D.  
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
World Civilizations 1000 B.C.- 500 A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
World Civilizations 1500 B.C.- 700 A.D. 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Postclassical Civilizations, 400-1000 A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc.  
Postclassical Civilizations, 400-1000 A.D. 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Regional Interactions, 1000-1500 A.D.  
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark, etc. 
Regional Interactions, 1000-1500 A.D. (Western Civilization)  
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

 
II.  WORLD HISTORY II (9-12) 

Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
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Age of Empires and Revolutions, 1640-1920 A.D. 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Age of Empires and Revolutions, 1640-1920 A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Global Conflict, 1914-1945 (Western Civilization) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
The Post-war Period, 1945-present (Western Civilization) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
The Post-war Period, 1945-present   
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

 
III.  ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
 Concepts of Time (K*) 

Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Historical Resources (5) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

Evaluating Historical Sources and Developing Historical Research Skills (6) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Developing Historical Understanding (6) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Historical Inquiry (7*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
 

IV.  GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 
 Character Traits of Good Citizens (K*) 

Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
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Rights, Privileges and Responsibilities (K*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Patriotic Symbols, Songs and Events (K*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
America’s Founding Documents (5*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
America’s Founding Principles Restated in the Gettysburg Address (5) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Foundations of the American Political System (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Other Forms of Government, Past and Present (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark, etc. 

V.  GEOGRAPHY 
Concepts of Location (K*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Maps and Globes (1*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Physical Features (2*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Interconnections (4*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Essential Skills (4*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
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Physical Features and Processes (8) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Spatial Organization (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 

 
VI.  ECONOMICS 
 Economic Choices (1*) 

Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Producers and Consumers (2*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
The Market Economy (Micro Economics) (7*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
The National Economy (Macro Economics) (7*) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
Essential Skills (9-12) 
Standard statement 
1. Benchmark 
2. Benchmark, etc. 
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Kindergarten 
The expectation is that these standards will be incorporated into the language arts and math curricula as 
appropriate, as well as into discussions of classroom management and behavior. Note: The grade level 
designations in the K-3 Minnesota Academic Standards for History and Social Studies are strongly 
recommended. However, school districts may place the K-3 standards at grade levels that accommodate 
their particular curriculum, provided that all standards have been mastered by the end of grade 3. 
 
I.  U.S. HISTORY 
 Famous People in American History 

Standard: The student will recognize people who contributed to United States history.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Know people associated with national holidays, including Christopher Columbus, pilgrims and 
Squanto, George Washington and Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
II.  WORLD HISTORY 
 Famous People in World History 

Standard: The student will become aware of individuals or groups that have shaped the world. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Compare and contrast how people lived in earlier times and today. 
 
2. Become aware that people have moved and explored throughout the world.  

 
III.  ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
 Concepts of Time 

Standard: The student will be able to place events in chronological order. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify and order the days of the week, months of the year and seasons. 
 
2. Compare and contrast terms for concepts of time such as past, present and future. 
 

IV.  GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 
 Character Traits of Good Citizens 

Standard: The student will understand the character traits that make for a good citizen.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Recognize, from stories and real life examples, the traits that make for good citizen: honesty, 
courage, patriotism and individual responsibility. 
 
2. Give examples of and exhibit the behavior of good citizens of their classroom, including 
respect, kindness, self-control, cooperation, sharing common resources and good manners.  
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Rights, Privileges and Responsibilities 
Standard: The student will understand the rights, responsibilities and privileges of being a human 
being and a citizen. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain the reasons why we have rules, consequences and privileges. 
 
2. Give examples of responsible behavior towards others, property, the environment and 
themselves.  

 
Patriotic Symbols, Songs and Events 

 Standard: The student will recognize symbols of our nation. 
 

The student will: 
 
1. Recognize the symbols and songs that identify our nation including, but not limited to, the 
United States flag, the Pledge of Allegiance, the national anthem and Independence Day. 
 
2. Recognize and name the President of the United States.  

 
V.  GEOGRAPHY 

Concepts of Location 
Standard: The student will use directional and positional words to describe people, places and 
things. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the location of people, places and things by using positional words. 
 
2. Use maps and globes to locate places referenced in stories and real life situations. 
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GRADE 1 
The expectation is that these standards will be incorporated into the language arts and math curricula as 
appropriate, as well as into discussions of classroom management and behavior. Note: The grade level 
designations in the K-3 Minnesota Academic Standards for History and Social Studies are strongly 
recommended. However, school districts may place the K-3 standards at grade levels that accommodate 
their particular curriculum, provided that all standards have been mastered by the end of grade 3. 
 

I.  U.S. HISTORY 
 Famous People and groups in American History 

Standard: The student will recognize people, groups and events that contributed to the United 
States history. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Know historical figures and groups and their contributions to American history, including 
Pocahontas, George Washington, Betsy Ross, Benjamin Franklin, Harriet Tubman, Abraham 
Lincoln, Martin Luther King, African slaves, indentured servants, and immigrants. 
 
2. Know the significance of holidays celebrated within the United States. 
 

II.  WORLD HISTORY 
Famous Civilizations in World History 
Standard: The student will recognize civilizations that have shaped the world. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Give examples of civilizations of the ancient world and highlights of their cultures. 
 

III.  ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
 Concepts of Time 

Standard: The student will be able to place events in chronological order. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Create a timeline. 
 
2. Distinguish among units of time such as weeks, months and years.  

 
IV.  GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 
 Character Traits of Good Citizens 

Standard: The student will understand the character traits that make a good citizen.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Define what it means to be a citizen in terms of loyalty, membership and self-government. 
 
2. Give examples of citizen virtue, including but not limited to honesty, courage, cooperation, 
patriotism and individual responsibility from literature and real life examples. 
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Rights, Privileges and Responsibilities 
Standard: The student will understand the rights, responsibilities and privileges of being a human 
being and a citizen. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain what constitutes a right, a privilege, a responsibility or a duty within their classrooms 
and the nation. 
 
2. Identify the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution as America’s founding 
documents that outline rights and duties. 

 
Patriotic Symbols, Songs, and Events 

 Standard: The student will recognize symbols, songs and events of our nation and state.  
 

The student will: 
 
1. Identify and describe how Americans show respect for national symbols, songs and events. 
 
2. Identify the Governor of Minnesota and state symbols. 

 
V.  GEOGRAPHY 

Concepts of Location 
Standard: The student will use directional and positional words to describe people, places and 
things. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain that an address locates a specific place. 
 
2. Name and use directional words to describe locations of places in the school and community.  

 
Maps and Globes 
Standard: The student will use and create maps and globes to locate people, places and things. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate places by using simple maps, and understand that maps are drawings of locations and 
places as viewed from above. 
 
2. Recognize and locate the outline shape of the state of Minnesota on a map/globe. 
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VI.  ECONOMICS 
 Economic Choices 

Standard: The student will understand that economic choices are necessary in life.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify the difference between basic needs (food, clothing, and shelter) and wants (things 
people would like to have). 
 
2. Explain that money can be used to buy goods and services. 
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Grade 2 
The expectation is that these standards will be incorporated into the language arts and math curricula as 
appropriate, as well as into discussions of classroom management and behavior. Note: The grade level 
designations in the K-3 Minnesota Academic Standards for History and Social Studies are strongly 
recommended. However, school districts may place the K-3 standards at grade levels that accommodate 
their particular curriculum, provided that all standards have been mastered by the end of grade 3. 
 
I.  U.S. HISTORY 
 Famous People and Events in American History 

Standard: The student will recognize people, groups and events that contributed to the United 
States history.  
 
The student will: 
 
1.  Identify and know the role of individuals and groups associated with exploration and 
expansion within the United States and Minnesota and identify their impact. 
 
2.  Explain how diverse native and immigrant peoples have contributed to American history, 
including the role of American Indian agricultural technique, and the fur trade. 
 

II.  WORLD HISTORY 
 Famous People in World History 

Standard: The student will recognize individuals who have shaped the world. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Give examples of people whose contributions have influenced the world.  

 
III.  ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
 Concepts of Time 

Standard: The student will be able to place events in chronological order. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Create a timeline. 
 
2. Recognize that things change over time, and compare and contrast differences over time. 

 
IV.  GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 
 Character Traits of Good Citizens 

Standard: The student will recognize the importance of individual action and character in shaping 
civic life. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain how citizens and statesmen, including George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Harriet 
Tubman, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Susan B. Anthony have made a difference in others’ lives. 
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Rights, Privileges and Responsibilities 
Standard: The student will understand the rights, responsibilities, and privileges of being a 
human being and a citizen. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand and explain that the Declaration of Independence is the founding document that 
sets forth the guiding principles for the government of our nation and declares that individuals 
have rights, including life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
 
2. Understand and explain that the Constitution establishes how our nation is governed, including 
the separation of powers into three branches of government.  

 
Patriotic Symbols, Songs and Events 
Standard: The student will recognize symbols of our nation. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Recognize and explain the significance of national symbols. 
 
2. Become familiar with patriotic events and holidays in America. 

 
V.  GEOGRAPHY 
 Concepts of Location 

Standard: The student will use directional and positional words to describe people, places and 
things. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Use the equator and poles as reference points to describe locations. 
 
2. Compare distances between two or more places shown on a map with simple terms, such as 
farther and closer. 

 
Maps and Globes 
Standard: The student will use and create maps and globes to locate people, places and things. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Create and interpret simple maps using the map elements of title, direction, and symbols, and a 
map key or legend. 
 
2. Locate the continents and oceans on a map of the world and a globe. 
 
3. Recognize the outline shape of the contiguous United States. 
 
4. Recognize the outline shapes of countries and locate cultures and civilizations studied in 
history. 
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Physical Features 
Standard: The student will be able to distinguish between physical and human-made features of 
places on the Earth’s surface. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Name and locate physical features of the United States. 
 
2. Name and locate major human-made features of the United States. 
 
3. Locate and describe places about which they read. 

 
VI.  ECONOMICS 
 Producers and Consumers 

Standard: The student will understand the relationship between consumers and producers in 
regards to goods and services. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Distinguish between producers and consumers and between goods and services. 
 
2. Identify different denominations of currency and coins that are used to pay for goods and 
services, and compare and contrast their value. 

 
VI.  ECONOMICS 
 Economic Choices 

Standard: The student will understand that economic choices are necessary in life.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand and explain that the concept of scarcity means that one cannot have all the goods 
and services that one wants. 
 
2. Recognize that because of scarcity they need to make choices. 
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Grade 3 
The expectation is that these standards will be incorporated into the language arts and math curricula as 
appropriate, as well as into discussions of classroom management and behavior. Note: The grade level 
designations in the K-3 Minnesota Academic Standards for History and Social Studies are strongly 
recommended. However, school districts may place the K-3 standards at grade levels that accommodate 
their particular curriculum, provided that all standards have been mastered by the end of grade 3. 
 
I.  U.S. HISTORY 
 Pre-history through 1607 

Standard: The student will understand that large and diverse American Indian Nations were the 
original inhabitants of North America. 
 
The student will: 
 
1.  Learn examples of Indian Nations from different regions of North America. 

 
Pre-history through 1607 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of European exploration of the North 
American continent and the resulting interaction with American Indian Nations. 
 
The student will: 
 
1.  Identify key European explorers and how their voyages led to the establishment of colonies. 
 
2. Know and explain that interactions between American Indian tribes and European explorers 
had positive impacts, including the establishment of trading relationships, and negative impacts, 
such as the introduction of new diseases. 

 
II.  WORLD HISTORY 

Famous People in World History 
Standard: The student will recognize individuals or groups that have shaped the world  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Become familiar with people who have made cultural (scientific, artistic, literary, and 
industrial) contributions to world history, and analyze the significance of their contributions. 
 
2. Give examples of contributions of past civilizations and analyze their impact. 

 
III.  ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
 Concepts of Time 

Standard: The student will construct an overview of the eras included in world history.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Create a graphic representation of the eras in world history from pre-history to 1650 A.D. 
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IV.  GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 
 Character Traits of Good Citizens 

Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of personal character traits that facilitate 
thoughtful and effective participation in civic life and will know the definition of a statesman. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand the importance of citizens having certain character traits, and that a citizen has the 
duty to respect the law and the rights of others. 
 
2. Identify a statesman as a civic leader concerned with keeping government and civil society true 
to the principles and practices of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. 
 
3. Become familiar with the character traits of Presidents George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln in order to understand why each has been so widely respected over time. 

 
Rights, Privileges and Responsibilities 
Standard: The student will understand the concept of rights and duties and will know the basic 
concepts of the United States constitutional republic. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand and explain the founders’ view that inalienable rights, also called natural rights, 
derive the fact that all are created free and equal human beings.  
 
2. Recognize that United States citizens are meant to have equal rights and duties under the law, 
called civil rights and duties. 
 
3. Recognize and explain the principle of majority rule and minority rights. 
 
4. Compare and contrast the functions of legislative, executive, and judicial branches. 
 
Patriotic Symbols, Songs, and Events 
Standard: The student will identify and describe the symbols, icons, songs and traditions of the 
United States that illustrate American ideals and provide a sense of community. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify songs that express American ideals, and analyze how the lyrics express these ideals. 
 
2. Know the Pledge of Allegiance and explain its origin. 
 
3. Know the United States flag etiquette. 
 
4. Know the significance of the national holidays and analyze and explain the heroism and 
achievements of the people associated with them. 
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V.  GEOGRAPHY 
 Concepts of Location 

Standard: The student will demonstrate working knowledge of the cardinal directions.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Use cardinal and intermediate directions to locate places. 

 
Maps and Globes 
Standard: The student will use maps and globes to demonstrate specific geographical knowledge. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate on a map the major world countries, and states and major cities of the United States. 
 
2. Use an atlas to locate geographic information. 

 
Physical Features 
Standard: The student will identify specific landforms and waterways on a map using 
geographical terms. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate major river systems and mountain ranges on continents studied. 
 
2. Explain and use introductory geographical terms. 

 
VI.  ECONOMICS 
 Producers and Consumers 

Standard: The student will understand the relationship between consumers and producers in 
regards to goods and services. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Recognize and explain that natural resources, human resources, and human-made resources are 
used in the production of goods and services. 
 
2. Give examples of how an individual can be both a consumer and a producer. 

 
Economic Choices 
Standard: The student will understand economic choices are necessary in life. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Give examples of tradeoffs (opportunity costs). 
 
2. Understand and explain that as producers they can earn money (income) that can be spent or 
saved as they choose. 
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Grade 4 
LOCAL HISTORY. Each local district can set its own standards related to the history and geography of 
that particular area, and how they integrate into the history and geography of the state and the rest of the 
world. 
 
IV.  GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 
 Character Traits of Good Citizens 

Standard: The student will understand the importance of participation in civic life.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Recognize and explain the ways in which individuals participate in civic life in their 
communities. 
 
2. Understand the structure and services of local government in their community. 

 
II.  WORLD HISTORY 
 World Civilizations, Pre-history to 1000 B.C. 

Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of ancient civilizations. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe and analyze archeological evidence of early cultures using maps and timelines. 
 
2. Compare and contrast characteristics of ancient cultures. 

 
World Civilizations, 1000 B.C. to 500 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of world civilizations. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify and explain highlights of classical Greek, Roman, and Meso-American civilizations of 
this era, and compare and contrast significant aspects of these cultures. 

 
World Civilizations, 1000 B.C. to 500 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the history and rise of major world 
religions. 

 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate and map areas of major world religions and how they have changed geographically, 
including Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam, and note the presence of 
multiple indigenous religious traditions. 
 
2. Identify major tenets and key figures of these religions. 
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World Civilizations, 500-1000 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of world civilizations and cultures.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Compare and contrast characteristics of Eurasian cultures in this era, including the Byzantine 
Empire, Medieval Europe, China, Japan, and the Middle East. 

 
World Civilizations, 500-1000 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of Early African kingdoms. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate and identify major African cultures including, Kush and Ghana. 
 
2. Explain the importance of trade and learning within the African kingdoms, and analyze their 
impact.  

 
Regional Interactions, 1000-1500 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of interactions among Eurasian civilizations.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Examine and analyze interactions and regional trade patterns among Europe, East Asia and the 
Middle East. 

 
Regional Interactions, 1000-1500 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of civilizations of the Americas.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Compare and contrast major features of the Aztec and Incan civilizations. 

 
Regional Interactions, 1000-1500 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the Renaissance in Europe. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe a "rebirth" of ideas from ancient Greece and Rome. 
 
2. Analyze the contributions of people associated with the arts, learning and science of this era, 
and identify the significance of their contributions. 
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III.  ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
 Concepts of Time 

Standard: The student will acquire skills of chronological thinking. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Develop a chronological sequence of persons, events and concepts in each historical era 
studied this grade.  

 
V.  GEOGRAPHY 
 Maps and Globes 

Standard: The student will use maps and globes to demonstrate knowledge of the world.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Use political, physical and thematic maps to locate major physical and cultural regions of the 
world and ancient civilizations studied.  

 
Physical Features 
Standard: The student will be able use basic terminology describing basic physical and cultural 
features of continents studied. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate and describe major physical features and analyze how they influenced 
cultures/civilizations studied. 
 
2. Describe and locate major physical features in their local community and analyze their impact 
on the community. 
 
Interconnections 
Standard: The student will give examples that demonstrate how people are connected to each 
other and the environment. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify factors that drew people to their local communities. 
 
2. Analyze how human activities are influenced by the physical environment. 

 
Essential Skills 
Standard: The student will create simple maps using standard cartographic procedures.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Create a map with the basic map elements of title, author, orientation, date and legend. 
 
2. Create a map of their local community. 
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VI.  ECONOMICS 
 Producers and Consumers 

Standard: The student will understand the concept of interdependence in relation to producers 
and consumers. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Compare and contrast the roles of producers and consumers. 
 
2. Recognize that producers cannot exist without consumers and vice versa. 

 
Economic Choices 
Standard: The student will understand basic principles of economic decision-making.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain money management skills of saving, spending, and borrowing, and the impact of each. 
 
2. Apply a decision-making process to make informed choices. 
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Grade 5 

I.  U.S. HISTORY 
 Colonization and Conflict, 1607-1780s 

Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the colonies and the factors that shaped 
colonial North America. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain and understand the political, religious, social, and economic events and conditions that 
led to the colonization of America, and analyze their impact. 
 
2.  Compare and contrast life within the colonies and their geographical areas, including New 
England, Mid-Atlantic, and Southern colonies, and analyze their impact.  
 
3. Know and understand colonial life in America from various perspectives. 
 
4. Identify the growing differences and tensions between the colonies, England and American 
Indian tribes. 

 
Political Unrest and the American Revolution 1763-mid-1791 
Standard: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the causes and course of the 
American Revolution  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand issues and events that led to the American Revolution, and analyze how these 
events affected the move toward independence from Britain. 
 
2. Analyze the roles of key individuals and political leaders in the American Revolution. 
 
3. Know and understand key factors and events contributing to the colonials’ defeat of the British. 

 
Political Unrest and the American Revolution 1763-mid-1791 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of how the principles of the American 
Revolution became the foundation of a new nation 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Know and understand basic principles of the new government established by the Constitution 
of the United States. 
 
2. Know reasons why the United States developed the Constitution 
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Growth and Westward Expansion, 1801-1861 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of western expansion, conflict, and reform in 
America from 1801-1861. 
 
The student will: 
 
1.  Examine the processes that led to the territorial expansion of the United States including wars 
and treaties with foreign nations and Indian nations, annexation, land purchases, and the removal 
of American Indians to reservations. 
 
2.  Analyze the impact of inventions on life in America, including the cotton gin, the steamboat, 
and the telegraph. 

 
Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850s-1870s 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the causes of the Civil War.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify and analyze the main ideas of the debate over slavery, including human rights, 
abolitionism, states’ rights, and explain how they resulted in major political compromises. 
 
2. Identify on a map the states that seceded from the Union, and those that remained in the Union. 

 
Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850s-1870s 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of major events and people of the Civil War.  
 
The student will: 
 
1.  Know and understand the roles of significant figures and battles of the Civil War Era and 
analyze their significance, including   Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Harriet Tubman, and Battle of Gettysburg. 
 
2.  Analyze the effects of the war from the perspectives of Union and Confederate soldiers and 
civilians (including free blacks, women, and slaves). 

 
III.  ESSENTIAL SKILLS  

Concepts of Time 
Standard: The student will acquire skills of chronological thinking. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Develop a chronological sequence of persons, events and concepts in each historical era 
studied in this grade.  
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Historical Resources 
Standard: The student will begin to use historical resources. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify, describe and extract information from various types of historical sources, and 
determine whether a source is a primary or secondary source.  

 
IV.  GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 
 America’s Founding Documents 

Standard: The student will study the Declaration of Independence and understand its principles 
and civic importance. 
 
The student will: 

 
1. Identify, understand, and analyze the ideas of political, economic and religious liberty that 
shaped the revolutionary movement in the colonies and led to the Declaration of Independence. 

 
2. Understand key principles in the Declaration of Independence, with emphasis on human 
equality and natural rights, and national sovereignty. 
 
3. Examine and analyze the grievances against King George III listed in the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 
4. Understand, analyze and discuss the significance of the founders’ sense of duty and honor–and 
how this sense of personal sacrifice was shared by all patriots. 

 
America’s Founding Documents 
Standard: The student will understand that the Constitution forms a national government guided 
by the Declaration’s principles, and the role of the Constitution in establishing a government that 
was different from all others. 

 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand and explain how the Constitution establishes the rule of law, not of men, and is the 
highest law of the United States. 

 
2. Compare and contrast the three branches of government and explain the concepts of separation 
of powers and checks and balances. 

 
3. Explain the protections the Bill of Rights provides to individuals, and that the Constitution can 
be amended. 

 
4.  Compare and contrast government structure and individual rights in the United States to those 
in other forms of government. 

 
America’s Founding Principles Restated in the Gettysburg Address  
Standard: The student will understand how the Civil War re-formed a national government 
guided by the Declaration’s principles. 
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The student will: 
 
1. Analyze the Gettysburg Address and identify its significance in restating America’s founding 
principles about rights, duties and sacrifice. 
 
2.  Explain that Lincoln’s understanding of the founders’ principles includes that the principles of 
the Declaration of Independence are universal and applicable to all people at all times.  

 
V.  GEOGRAPHY 
 Concepts of Location 

Standard: The student will be able to identify and locate major physical and cultural features that 
played an important role in the history of the United States. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate and name all 50 states, territories, mountain ranges, major river valleys, state capitals 
and cities, as studied. 
 
2. Locate the areas that were the major source regions for immigrants to the United States from 
1800 to 1877. 

 
Maps and Globes 
Standard: The student will use maps and globes to demonstrate specific and increasingly 
complex geographic knowledge. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Distinguish differences among, uses of and limitations of, different kinds of thematic maps 
used to describe the development of the United States. 
 
Physical Features 
Standard: The student will identify and locate geographic features associated with the 
development of the United States. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Identify physical features and analyze their impact as either hindering or promoting settlement, 
establishment of cities and states, and economic development in the United States. 

 
Interconnections 
Standard: The student will identify examples of the changing relationships between patterns of 
settlement and land use and topographic features.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze how changes in technology promoted development in certain parts of the United 
States between 1800 and 1877. 
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2. Analyze how changes in transportation affected settlement of the country between 1800 and 
1877. 
 
3.  Locate the areas people moved from and to, between 1800 and 1877. 

 
VI.  ECONOMICS 

Producers and Consumers 
Standard: The student will understand basic components of a market economy. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain that in market economies, individuals earn income by working for firms to produce 
goods and services, and firms incur costs by hiring individuals and earn revenue by selling goods 
and services. 
 
2. Explain how a market economy answers the questions of what gets produced, how it is 
produced, and who receives it. 
 
Producers and Consumers 
Standard: The student will understand the concepts of markets and prices. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain that a market exists when consumers buy and producers sell goods and services. 
 
2. Explain how the price of a good is determined by the interrelationship between production and 
consumption.  

 
Economic Choices 
Standard: The student will understand the importance of economic incentives. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze how people respond predictably to positive and negative economic incentives. 
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Grade 6 

Note—Economics, geography, government and citizenship are all integrated into the Minnesota History 
standards. 
 
I.  MINNESOTA HISTORY 
 Pre-Contact to 1650 

Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of Minnesota’s indigenous peoples. 
 

The student will: 
 
1. Describe the evidence of the indigenous cultures in Minnesota and understand how to make 
reasoned inferences from that evidence. 

 
2. Know the major historical aspects of Dakota and Ojibwe culture, social organization and 
history, and be able to compare and contrast them. 

 
Contact and Fur Trade (1600-1810) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of early explorers and fur traders in 
Minnesota. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe how early explorers and fur traders affected the development of Minnesota, including, 
but not limited to, the establishment of fur trade posts, military forts and religious missions. 
 
2. Describe the economic and cultural impact of the interaction between the Dakota and Ojibwe 
and the explorers and fur traders. 
 
3. Identify and analyze the connection of early explorers and fur traders to the political, 
economic, and religious systems of Europe and the United States. 

Early Settlement and Statehood (1810-1860) 
Standard: The student will know and understand the factors that led to rapid settlement of 
Minnesota in the early 19th century and the changes the new Minnesotans brought with them.  

 
The student will: 

 
1. Explain why early settlers came to Minnesota and analyze their impact on Minnesota’s 
political, cultural, and physical landscapes. 

 
2. Describe the process of Minnesota’s becoming a territory and then a state. 

 
3. Describe why and how the Minnesota Indian Nations negotiated treaties with the United States, 
and the impact of these treaties for the Ojibwe, the Dakota, and the settlers. 
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Civil War and Dakota War(1860-1864) 
Standard: The student will know and understand Minnesota’s role and the impact on the state of 
the Civil War and the Dakota War of 1862. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the attitudes of Minnesotans toward slavery in the period before the Civil War and 
analyze the factors impacting these attitudes. 
 
2. Describe Minnesota’s role in the Civil War, both on the home front and on the battlefront, 
including the role of the First Minnesota Regiment. 
 
3. Know and compare the different perspectives on the causes and the effects of the Dakota War 
of 1862. 
 
Industrial Era (1865-1914) 
Standard: The student will know and understand Minnesota’s major industries and the economic, 
social, political, and technological changes that accompanied industrialization.   
The student will: 
 
1. Know and explain the roles of people, politics, natural resources, transportation, and 
technology in the development of Minnesota’s early industries (lumbering, mining, and 
agriculture). 
 
2. Describe the impact of industrialization on work, home, leisure life, politics, immigration, 
urbanization, and changes in the physical landscape. 
 
3. Describe the various goals, strategies, and accomplishments of social reform movements in 
Minnesota and analyze their impact. 
 
World Wars I and II, the 1920s and the Great Depression (1914-1945) 
Standard: The student will know and understand the impact on Minnesota of these major national 
and international events: World War I and World War II, the social and economic changes of the 
1920s and the Great Depression. 

 
1. Describe the issues that Minnesotans faced during World War I and how they responded to 
them. 

 
2. Describe the social, political, and economic changes that occurred during the 1920s and 1930s 
and analyze their impact. 

 
3. Describe Minnesota’s contributions to World War II and analyze its impact on Minnesota. 

 
Post-World War II to the Present (1945-) 
Standard: The student will know and understand Minnesota’s role in the major social, economic 
and political changes occurring nationally and internationally during the last half of the 20th 
century through the present, and analyze its impact.  

 
The student will: 
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1. Understand that Minnesota has both affected and been affected by the events, people, and 
changes in the nation and the world. 

 
2. Identify and describe significant demographic changes in Minnesota and analyze the 
significance of their impact. 

 
3. Develop and share their understanding of what it means to be a Minnesotan, and what the 
significance of Minnesota is today. 

 
4. Be able to identify and describe significant land use changes in Minnesota and analyze their 
impact. 

 
II.  WORLD HISTORY 
 Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the age of exploration. 
 

The student will: 
 

1.  Identify explorers and locate their routes of exploration. 
 

Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the Reformation. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Know key figures of the Reformation era and analyze their contributions.     

 
Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of non-European civilizations of the world 
after 1500 A.D. 
 
The student will: 

 
1.  Describe the location and development of various empires of the world, and analyze their 
contributions. 

 
Age of Revolution and Reaction, 1640-1920 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of scientific, political, economic and social 
changes during the 17th, 18th, and 19th Centuries. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify key figures of the Scientific Revolution and analyze the significance of their 
contributions to science. 
 
2. Compare and contrast the monarchical governments in the Age of Absolutism. 
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3. Know the key figures in the intellectual movement known as the Enlightenment and analyze 
the significance of their contributions. 
 
4. Understand the key features of the American and French Revolutions, and compare and 
contrast these events.  

 
Age of Revolution and Reaction, 1640-1920 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of political changes and industrial 
development during the 19th century.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze and explore the impact of the Industrial Revolution on political and economic 
structures during the 19th Century. 

 
Age of Revolution and Reaction, 1640-1920 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the rise of colonialism and its effects 
worldwide. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Examine the effects of imperialism on the colonial cultures of the 18th, 19th and 20th 
Centuries. 

 
III.  ESSENTIAL SKILLS 

Evaluating historical sources and developing historical research skills 
Standard: The student will understand the role of evidence, perspective and analytical 
presentation in historical study. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify, describe and extract information from various types of historical sources, and 
determine whether a source is a primary or secondary source. 
 
2. Identify different perspectives on major events, ideas and people in Minnesota’s past and 
compare and contrast these perspectives. 
 
3. Demonstrate historical research skills by creating a research project, based on locating relevant 
information, analyzing and evaluating historical sources, and developing their own presentations 
based on their research.  

 
Developing Historical Understanding 
Standard: The student will begin to develop historical perspectives on current issues.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Create timelines that demonstrate their understanding of the sequence of events and patterns of 
cause and effect. 
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2. Connect the significance of the past to their own lives and to their communities.  
 
V.  GEOGRAPHY 

These issues are integrated into the Minnesota History standards for this grade. 
Concepts of Location 
Standard: The student will be able to identify and locate major physical and cultural features that 
played an important role in the history of Minnesota. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate major ecosystems, topographic features, continental divides, river valleys, and cities. 

 
Maps and Globes 
Standard: The student will be able to use maps and globes to demonstrate specific and 
increasingly complex geographic knowledge. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Distinguish differences among uses of, and limitations of, different kinds of thematic maps to 
describe the development of the Minnesota. 

 
Physical Features 
Standard: The student will identify and locate geographic features associated with the 
development of Minnesota. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify and compare and contrast the landforms, natural vegetation, climate, and systems of 
rivers and lakes of Minnesota with other parts of the United States. 
 
2. Identify physical features that shaped settlement and lifeways of the Dakota and the Ojibwe 
and analyze their impact. 
 
3. Identify physical features that either hindered or promoted the development of the fur trade and 
the rapid settlement in the early 19th Century. 
 
4. Identify physical features that either hindered or promoted the industrialization of the state. 

 
Interconnections 
Standard: The student will identify examples of the changing relationships between the patterns 
of settlement and land use. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Give examples of how changes in technology made some locations in Minnesota more suitable 
for urbanization than others. 
 
2. Analyze how changes in transportation affected settlement of the state. 
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3. Explain the importance of site features in the establishment of Minnesota’s largest cities. 
 
4. Explain the changing situation of Minnesota’s largest cities and suburbs and analyze associated 
effects. 
 
5. Identify the areas of origin for people coming to Minnesota, explain the push and pull factors 
that brought people to the state, and analyze the impact of these changes. 
 
6. Describe the settlement pattern of Minnesota’s largest immigrant groups. 
 
7. Use regions analyze modern agriculture in Minnesota. 

 
Interconnections 
Standard: The student will be able to identify how technology made some parts of Minnesota 
more valuable at particular times in history. 

 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain how Minnesota is connected to the rest of the world through international trade, and 
analyze the impact of this connection. 
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Grade 7 
Note that all socials studies areas in grade seven are written to be integrated within the grade seven 
history standards. 
 
I.  U.S. HISTORY 

Reshaping the Nation and the Emergence of Modern America, 1877-1916  
Standard: The student will analyze the transformation of the American economy and the 
changing social and political conditions in response to the Industrial Revolution. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify and understand the reasons for the increase in immigration, growth of cities, new 
inventions, and political challenges to American government arising from the industrial 
revolution, and analyze their impact. 
 
2. Identify and explain racial segregation and racism, including the rise of “Jim Crow,” the Ku 
Klux Klan, discrimination against immigrants, and the relocation of American Indian tribes to 
reservations, and analyze the impact of these actions. 
 
3. Analyze how the rise of big business, the growth of industry, and the change in life on 
American farms and small towns with increased mechanization changed life in America. 
 
4. Analyze the impact of the Progressive Movement, child labor, working conditions, the rise of 
organized labor, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement, and identify the contributions 
of individuals in these movements. 

 
World Wars and the Emergence of Modern America, 1900-1930s 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the political, geographical, cultural, social, 
and economic forces shaping the modern United States. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Know and understand the reasons for the Spanish American War and its resulting impact. 
 
2. Know and understand the United States' actions in the Pacific, and resulting international 
reactions.  
 
3.  Identify and understand the contributions of leaders of the early civil rights movement, 
including W.E.B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington. 

 
World Wars and the Emergence of Modern America, 1900-1930s 
Standard: The student will understand World War I, its causes and effects. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Know and understand the reasons for the United States’ neutrality and delayed entry and 
involvement in World War I. 
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2. Explain Wilson's 14 Points and the failure of post-war internationalism, and analyze the rise of 
United States’ isolationism. 
 
A World at War, 1930s-1945 
Standard: The student will understand and analyze the economic, social, and political transition 
of the United States before, during and after World War II. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Examine causes and analyze the effects of the Great Depression. 
 
2. Analyze the major causes and effects of American neutrality and eventual involvement in 
World War II, including the America First movement, lend-lease, and the impact of Pearl Harbor. 
 
3. Recognize major events, battles and significant American leaders in World War II and analyze 
their impact, including Franklin Roosevelt, Harry S Truman, Adolph Hitler, the Battle for 
Midway, the invasion of Normandy and the decision to drop the atomic bomb on Japan. 
 
4.  Evaluate the impact of World War II on the home front and on American culture, including 
Japanese internment, Tuskegee Airmen, and Rosie the Riveter.  

 
Post WWII Era, 1945-1980 
Standard: The student will analyze the economic, social, and political transformation of the 
United States and the world between the end of World War and the present. 
 
The student will: 
 
1.  Understand and explain the rebuilding of Europe and Japan after World War II, including the 
Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, and American occupation of Japan. 
 
2.  Understand and analyze the emergence of the United States as a superpower, and its pivotal 
role in the establishment of the United Nations. 
 
3.  Understand and explain the shift from a wartime to a peacetime economy, including the 
impact of the GI Bill, the creation of suburbs, the creation of the Interstate highway system, and 
shifting migration patterns. 
 
4.  Analyze the role of American foreign policy and military action during the Cold War era, 
including the Korean and Vietnam Wars and the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
 
5.  Explain the changing patterns of society, expanded educational and economic opportunities 
for military veterans, women, and minorities, including the New Frontier, the NAACP, the Great 
Society, and the women’s and civil rights movements. 
 
6.  Identify major Supreme Court decisions during this era and analyze their impact, including 
Brown vs. Board of Education, Roe vs. Wade and the Bakke case. 
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Contemporary America, 1980-present 
Standard: The student will recognize the opportunities and challenges facing the United States 
and explore its role in the world since 1989. 
 
The student will: 
 
1.  Identify and evaluate American contributions to the fall of the Soviet bloc, from the Truman 
Doctrine through the presidency of Ronald Reagan. 
 
2.  Analyze challenges of a post-communist world, especially September 11, 2001 and its 
aftermath. 

 
III.  ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
 Historical Inquiry 

Standard: The student will apply research skills by investigating a topic in U.S. History.  
 

The student will: 
 

1. Define a research topic that can be studied using a variety of historical sources. 
 
2. Identify, locate, and use repositories of research materials including libraries, the Internet, 
historical societies, historic sites, and archives, as appropriate for their project. 
 
3. Develop strategies to find, collect and organize historical research.  

 
Historical Inquiry 
Standard: The student will analyze historical evidence and draw conclusions. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand that primary sources document first-hand accounts of historical events and 
secondary sources may be influenced by the author’s interpretation of historical events. 
 
2. Compare and contrast perspectives in primary and secondary sources and determine how the 
different perspectives shaped the authors’ view of historical events. 
 
3. Understand the concepts of historical context and multiple causation. 
 
4. Create a timeline that illustrates the relationship of their topic to other historic events. 

 
Historical Inquiry 
Standard: The student will present and explain the findings of a research project.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze how historians present their work in multiple formats. 
 
2. Select a presentation medium for their project and learn the skills necessary to communicate 
their ideas. 
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3. Articulate a clear thesis statement that explains the historical relevance of their research topic. 
 
4. Learn how to cite sources and to document their research in the form of a bibliography. 
 
5. Learn what constitutes plagiarism and how to appropriately paraphrase other people’s work 
into a new interpretive format. 

 
IV.  GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 
 Rights, Privileges and Responsibilities 
 The student will understand limitation of powers and structure of American government.  
 

The student will: 
 
1. Describe the separation and distribution of governmental powers on federal, state and local 
levels and be able to explain the relationship among compare and contrast the legislative, 
executive and judicial branches. 

 
2. Compare governmental structure and individual rights in the United states to those in other 
forms of government 

 
3. Examine and analyze the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments and explain how these altered the 
powers of state and federal governments. 

 
V.  GEOGRAPHY 
 Concepts of Location 

Standard: The student will be able to identify and locate major countries, events and cultural 
features that played an important role in the history of the United States.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate on a map or globe the major empires of the late 19th Century and their largest overseas 
territories. 
 
2. Locate the major source countries for immigration to the United States during the years 1877-
1916. 
 
3. Describe how the landownership patterns laid out by the French, English, and Spanish, and the 
United States Public Land Survey created different landscapes in different parts of the country. 

 
V.  GEOGRAPHY 
 Maps and Globes 

Standard: The student will use maps and globes to demonstrate specific and increasingly 
complex geographic knowledge. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Use various categories of maps to describe the development of the United States between 1877 
and 1916. 
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Physical Features 
Standard: The student will identify and locate geographic features associated with the 
development of the United States.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify physical features in the decades from 1877 to 1916 and analyze how they either 
hindered or promoted settlement and economic development of the United States and its largest 
cities. 

 
Interconnections 
Standard: The student will identify examples of the changing relationships between the patterns 
of settlement and land use and topographic features. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Give examples of how changes in technology and political attitudes promoted development and 
settlement in some parts of the United States between 1877 and 1916, and analyze the impact of 
these changes. 
 

VI.  ECONOMICS 
 The Market Economy (Micro Economics) 

Standard: The student will understand that in a market economy income is earned in different 
ways.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify multiple forms of income and their sources 
 
2. Recognize types and roles of firms. 

 
The Market Economy (Micro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand business organizations, market structures, and financial 
institutions that operate within our economy. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify and compare and contrast various industries. 
 
2. Compare and contrast the concepts of competition and monopoly. 
 
3. Recognize various financial institutions and compare and contrast their roles. 
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The National Economy (Macro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand the economic activities of government. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain that the government pays for the goods and services it provides through taxing and 
borrowing. 
 
2. Explain how the government regulates economic activity to promote the public welfare, 
encourage competition, and protect against monopolistic abuses. 

 
The National Economy (Macro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand the concepts that measure the national economy.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Define and give examples of basic economic terms. 
 
2. Give examples of measurements that indicate the economic conditions of depression, 
recession, and expansion.  
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Grade 8 
 
V.  GEOGRAPHY 
 

Essential Skills 
Standard: The student will use maps, globes, geographic information systems and other sources 
of information to analyze the natures of places at a variety of scales. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of print and electronic 
sources. 
 
2. Make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on comparison of 
maps, aerial photos, and other images. 
 
3. Locate major political and physical features of the United States and the world. 

 
Maps and Globes 
Standard: The student will make and use maps to acquire, process, and report on the spatial 
organization of people and places on Earth. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Create a variety of maps to scale. 
 
2. Compare and contrast the differences among a variety of maps and explain the appropriate use 
of projections, symbols, coloring and shading. 

 
Physical Features and Processes 
Standard: The student will be able to identify physical characteristics of places and use this 
knowledge to define regions, their relationships among regions, and their patterns of change. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the major physical features of the United States and the regions of the world they 
study. 
 
2. Describe physical systems in the atmosphere and Earth’s crust, and the regional patterns of 
climate and landforms associated with them. 
 
3. Describe patterns of vegetation and landforms in the United States and around the world. 

 
Physical Features and Processes 
Standard: The student will give examples of physical systems and describe their role in shaping 
life on Earth. 
 
The student will: 
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1. Describe how the major regions of the world they study are interconnected through physical 
processes such as wind and/or ocean currents. 
 
2. Understand hazards and analyze the physical processes behind natural hazards and Define 
areas where they occur. 

 
Interconnections 
Standard: The student will describe how humans influence the environment and in turn are 
influenced by it. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Recognize changes over time in nearby landscapes, resulting from human occupation. 

 
Interconnections 
Standard: The student will demonstrate how various regional frameworks are used to analyze the 
variation in culture and humans’ occupation of the Earth’s surface. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain the patterns of population density on the surface of the Earth and analyze the causes of 
population change. 
 
2. Describe the patterns of languages on the surface of the Earth and identify patterns of change. 
 
3. Describe the patterns of religion on the surface of the Earth and identify geographic patterns of 
change. 
 
4. Describe the locations of government systems on the surface of the Earth and identify patterns 
of change. 
 
5. Describe the patterns of economies on the surface of the Earth and explain how changes in 
technology affect patterns of change. 
 
6. Describe patterns of major regions or culture areas on the surface of the Earth and identify 
patterns of change. 
 
7. Identify current or historic conflicts and explain how those conflicts are/were influenced by 
geography. 

 
Interconnections 
Standard: The student will demonstrate how various regional frameworks are used to analyze the 
variation in physical environment. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze the way peoples’ perception of regions vary and are affected by individual perspective 
and culture. 
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2. Provide examples at differing scales of how regions are important to people as symbols for 
unifying society. 
 
3. Describe which physical processes affect different regions of the world. 
 
4. Interpret regional variation in the relationships among soil, climate, plant and animal life, and 
landforms. 
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Grades 9-12 
Note: The current high school graduation requirement for history/social studies reads: 
“three and one-half credits of social studies, including at least one credit of United States history, one 
credit of geography, 0.5 credits of government and citizenship, 0.5 credits of world history, and 0.5 
credits of economics” 
 
In response to public feedback, and as a way to provide more flexibility at the local level, we have 
recommended to the legislative chairs of the education policy committees that consideration is given to 
modifying that language to read: 
“three and one-half credits of social studies, encompassing at least United States history, geography, 
government and citizenship, world history, and economics” 
 
Note: Should the above recommendation be accepted, schools would have more flexibility and, for 
example, could meet the graduation requirements with integrated courses (such as geography, economics, 
government and civics standards being integrated into a two-year study of U.S. History). 
 
Note:  The standards for World History are divided into two sections: World History I and World History 
II. School districts must teach the standards designated for World History I or World History II, or both. 
Students are required to master the standards in either World History I or World History II. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I.  U.S. HISTORY 
 Pre-history through 1607 

Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of American Indian cultures in North 
America prior to and during western exploration. 

 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand and explain important cultural aspects of major North American Indian nations, 
including Mayans, Aztecs, Plains Indian Nations, Southwest Indian Nations, the Iroquois 
Confederacy, Dakota and Ojibwe; including their spiritual, intellectual, and scientific traditions. 

 
Pre-history through 1607 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of European exploration in North America.   
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain the motivations, obstacles, accomplishments and consequences of European 
explorations, including French, Spanish, Scandinavian and English explorations, and analyze 
their impact. 

 
Colonization and Conflict, 1607-1780s 
Standard: The student will know regional variations of colonial society and the relationship of 
the colonies to Indian Nations. 
 
The student will: 
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1. Describe the cultural, economic and political interactions between Europeans and American 
Indian Nations that led to conflict, cooperation, and compromise, including treaties, political 
alliances, the impact and exchange of resources.  
 
2. Analyze the social, political, religious and economic conditions of the New England, Mid-
Atlantic and Southern regions. 
 
3. Analyze the impact of slavery in North American and Caribbean colonial life, including 
features and impact of indentured servitude, the Atlantic slave trade, the Middle Passage, and the 
Southern plantation system. 

 
Colonization and Conflict, 1607-1780s 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the causes of the American Revolution 
through conflict, intellectual writings, economic trade, and the move to unity.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Know the critical economic, political and philosophical conflicts leading to the American 
Revolution, including the French and Indian War, the Boston Tea Party, writings of Thomas 
Paine, colonial reaction to British policy, and the impact of these issues. 
 
2. Analyze the move to independence among some American colonists, including the work of the 
First and Second Continental Congresses and the creation of the Declaration of Independence.  

 
Colonization and Conflict, 1607-1780s 
Standard: The student will comprehend the course and the consequences of the Revolutionary 
War. 
 
The student will: 
 
1.  Identify key leaders, major campaigns and events of the Revolutionary War, including George 
Washington, Sam Adams, John and Abigail Adams, Thomas Jefferson; the Battles of Trenton, 
Saratoga, and Yorktown. 
 
2.  Evaluate changes in the social fabric brought about by the Revolutionary War among women, 
slaves, free blacks, loyalists, patriots, and American Indians. 
 
Political Growth and Westward Expansion, 1781-mid-1800s 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the Articles of Confederation and the 
creation of the Constitution and the resulting growth of political parties. 

 
The student will: 
 
1.  Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, and know the 
Constitutional Convention’s role in forming the new government, including key debates in the 
Convention, comparing and contrasting arguments of Federalists and Anti-Federalists. 
 
2.  Understand how the role of the Supreme Court emerged, including a discussion of judicial 
review in analyzing the Constitution. 



Minnesota Academic Standards 
History and Social Studies Draft 
January 15, 2004 
 

38

 
3.  Identify key events and people that led to the rise of the first political parties in America, 
including Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, John Adams, and Andrew Jackson. 

 
Political Growth and Westward Expansion, 1781-mid-1800s 
Standard: The student will explain the political and diplomatic causes and effects of the War of 
1812, and the development of the Monroe Doctrine.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze causes and effects of the War of 1812, including interests of American Indian and 
white settlers of the Northwest Territory during the war and the embargo act. 
 
2. Evaluate the responses of the Jefferson and Madison administrations to shipping harassment 
prior to the war, including U.S. actions against the Barbary Pirates and English and French 
actions against U.S. shipping interests. 
 
3. Understand the major provisions of the Monroe Doctrine and analyze their impact. 
 
Political Growth and Westward Expansion, 1781-mid-1800s 
Standard: The student will understand the relationship between territorial expansion and the 
growth of American industry. 
 
The student will: 
 
1.  Analyze the political and economic consequences of the territorial expansion of the United 
States throughout the mid-nineteenth century, including the acquisition of Florida, Texas, Oregon 
and California, and the impact of expansion on American Indian nations. 
 
2.  Describe and analyze the impact of innovations in industry, technology and transportation on 
life in America, including the steam locomotive, the telegraph, and the impact of the cotton gin 
on slavery. 

 
Political Growth and Westward Expansion, 1781-mid-1800s 
Standard: The student will understand key political, economic and social issues of the period. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze political successes and failures during the age of Jacksonian Democracy, including the 
Cherokee Removal, Jackson’s Common Man Idea, and the National Bank controversy. 
 
2. Understand the sources and characteristics of cultural, religious, and social reform movements, 
including the abolition and temperance movements, and the origins of the women’s rights 
movement. 

 
Political Growth and Westward Expansion, 1781-mid-1800s 
Standard: The student will understand the growing sectional division within the U.S., including 
cultural, economic, religious, and governmental shifts. 
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The student will: 
 
1. Examine the emergence of and backlash to industrialization and immigration, including Know 
Nothings, the Greenback party, and Nativism. 
 
2. Analyze multiple factors leading to the growing sectional crisis, including the Missouri 
Compromise and the Fugitive Slave Act. 

 Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850s-1870s 
Standard: The student will understand the long and short term causes of the Civil War.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Be able to identify and analyze cultural, economic, social and constitutional issues and key 
political figures leading up to the Civil War, including Abraham Lincoln, Stephen Douglas and 
their debates, slavery, and states’ rights.  
 
2. Understand events and people important to the eventual abolition of slavery, including the 
abolitionist movement, Frederick Douglass, the publication of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin and the Emancipation Proclamation.  

 
Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850s-1870s 
The student will understand the course and character of the Civil War and its effects on the 
American people.  

 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe, both in writing and by using maps, Union and Confederate states, critical battles, and 
the significance of key personnel of the Civil War, including Fort Sumter, Gettysburg, 
Appomattox, Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee and black military units 
 
2. Analyze the significance of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and its views of American political 
life, including Lincoln’s definition of equality and self-government. 

 
Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850s-1870s  
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of Reconstruction on American life and 
evaluate its successes and failures.  

 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze the provisions of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States and describe their legacy. 

 
2. Analyze the impact of the Reconstruction in the South, as well as the plight of newly freed 
slaves and dispossessed landowners, why the Reconstruction Era ended in the reemergence of 
state power in the South, including Freedman’s Bureau, Carpet Baggers, Election of 1876, origins 
of the KKK and Presidential reconstruction vs. radical reconstruction.  

 



Minnesota Academic Standards 
History and Social Studies Draft 
January 15, 2004 
 

40

Reshaping the Nation and the Emergence of Modern America, 1877-1916 
Standard: The student will understand the changing nature of the United States in the late 19th 
Century and early 20th Century with an emphasis on how the industrial revolution transformed 
the United States.  

 
The student will: 
 
1.  Understand the effects of Westward expansion, including the resulting conflicts with 
American Indian Nations, including treaty rights, boarding schools, and the Dawes Act of 1887. 

 
2.  Understand how the rise of corporations, heavy industry, inventions, mechanized farming and 
agrarian unrest transformed American society, and analyze the contributions of key people, 
including Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, and Cyrus McCormick. 

 
3.  Understand and describe growing urbanization, including the move from farm to city, 
immigration and backlash, and how new social patterns, conflicts and ideas of national unity 
developed amid growing cultural diversity. 
 
4.  Analyze the rise and growth of the American labor movement, women’s suffrage, the 
temperance movement, the Grange, Populist and Progressive Movements, and analyze the impact 
of leaders such as Samuel Gompers, Susan B. Anthony, Theodore Roosevelt, and Woodrow 
Wilson. 

 
5.  Examine racial segregation, the rise of “Jim Crow,” and other challenges faced by black 
citizens in the New South, and analyze the national impact of Plessy v. Ferguson. 

 
World Wars and the Emergence of Modern America, 1900-1930s  
Standard: The student will understand the importance of the Spanish American War and its 
aftermath.  

 
The student will: 
 
1.  Examine the causes of the Spanish American War and analyze its effects on foreign policy, 
national identity, and the debate over the new role of America as a growing power in the Pacific 
and Latin America. 

 
World Wars and the Emergence of Modern America, 1900-1930s 
Standard: The student will understand the causes and consequences of World War I.  

 
The student will: 

 
1. Analyze the causes of World War I, and identify key people, major events, and the impact on 
American foreign and domestic policy, including Woodrow Wilson, Isolationism, and submarine 
warfare such as the Lusitania sinking.  

 
2. Analyze and discuss America’s rejection of world leadership after World War I, including 
Wilson’s 14 Points, the Versailles Treaty, and the failure to obtain ratification of the League of 
Nations, and the impact of these actions on future events.  
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World Wars and the Emergence of Modern America, 1900-1930s  
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the social, economic and technological 
changes of the early 20th century.  

 
The student will: 

 
1. Analyze how developments in transportation and communications changed American life, 
including the Model T Ford, Lincoln Highway, and the telephone, radio and the movies. 

 
2. Describe key social changes of the time, including the 19th Amendment, Prohibition, the Great 
Migration north, and American Indian reform.  

 
3. Examine the changing role of art, literature and music in the 1920s and 1930s, including the 
impact of the Harlem Renaissance. 

 
4. Analyze the causes of the Great Depression and how Franklin Roosevelt’s “New Deal” 
addressed the depression, transformed American federalism, and introduced Social Security. 

 
A World at War, 1930s-1945 
Standard: The student will understand the conflict between the internationalists and isolationists 
in the 1920s and 1930s. 
 
The student will: 

 
1. Understand how America reacted to the move to war in Europe throughout the 1930s, 
contrasting the internationalist foreign policy of Franklin Roosevelt with the more isolationist 
sentiment in Congress during the 1930s, including a discussion of the Lend Lease program with 
Britain.  

 
A World at War, 1930s-1945  
Standard: The student will understand the causes and major issues and battles of World War II.  

 
The student will: 

 
1. Examine the rise of fascism in Europe and militarism in Japan and analyze the impacts of these 
movements, and discuss why America and the world failed to act against these threats earlier. 

 
2. Identify the attack on Pearl Harbor and the chain of events that led to America’s entry into the 
war, including analysis of Roosevelt’s “Day of Infamy” speech.  

 
3. Identify and understand major battles in the European and the Pacific Theaters, including The 
Battles of Britain and Midway and the Normandy invasion, and the role of significant leaders, 
including Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin, and Hitler, and analyze the significance of their impact. 

 
A World at War, 1930s-1945  
Standard: The student will understand the significant economic, cultural, and geopolitical 
consequences of World War II.  

 
The student will: 
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1. Understand the religious, social, and political causes of the Holocaust, and analyze its long-
term effect on American and international foreign policy.  

 
2. Examine Japanese internment during WWII, including the Roosevelt Administration’s 
rationale and the impact on Americans of Japanese decent. 

 
3. Examine the impact of atomic weaponry on diplomacy and warfare, and analyze the reasons 
why America dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

 
4. Examine the changing role of women and blacks during World War II, and how these changes 
set the stage for post-war society.  

 
5. Analyze the rise of the United States and the Soviet Union as superpowers, including the onset 
of the Cold War.   

 
Post WWII Era 
Standard: The student will identify and describe the major cultural and political changes that 
occurred during the 1950s 1960s and 1970s. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand the role of the GI Bill, the rise of the Eisenhower interstate highway system and 
suburbs in the 1950s, and the competing forces of conformity and nonconformity in American 
society. 
 
2. Analyze American Cold War foreign policy from 1945-1963, including the Truman Doctrine, 
The Marshall Plan, and the Berlin Wall. 
 
3. Evaluate causes and effects of the Korean War, including the role of the United Nations. 
 
4. Describe key people and events in the civil rights movement, including Brown v. Board of 
Education, Thurgood Marshall, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr. (including his “letter from a 
Birmingham jail”), SNCC, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Malcolm X, and the 
Voting Rights and Civil Rights Acts, and analyze their impact. 
 
5. Analyze America’s entrance into and escalation of the Vietnam War, including the Tet 
Offensive, the Gulf of Tonkin incident, and secret wars in Laos and Cambodia. 
 
6. Analyze and debate provisions of Kennedy’s New Frontier and Johnson’s Great Society. 
 
7. Analyze the presidency of Richard Nixon.  

 
Contemporary America, 1968-present 
Standard: The student will understand major developments in foreign policy between the Nixon 
and George W. Bush presidencies. 
 
The student will: 
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1. Know and describe the political and economic policies that contributed to the collapse of 
communism and the end of the Cold War, from the Truman Doctrine to the administration of 
Ronald Reagan. 

 
Contemporary America, 1968-present 
Standard: The student will understand the major economic, social, and cultural developments in 
contemporary America. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain the significance of September 11, 2001, and how it continues to impact America today. 
 
2. Understand and describe the effects of increased participation of women in the labor force. 
 
3. Understand and analyze the significance of the changing patterns of immigration and migration 
and their contributions to contemporary America. 
 
4. Understand and analyze the influence of the media on contemporary American culture, and 
how scientific and technological advances affect the workplace, health care and education. 
 
5. Examine the reaffirmation of American Indian sovereignty and the revitalization of language 
and cultural traditions. 

II.  WORLD HISTORY I 
Early Civilizations, Pre-history to 1000 B.C. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of early human societies from ancient times 
to the agricultural revolution. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze the impact of geographic environment on hunter-gatherer societies. 
 
2. Classify characteristics of hunter-gatherer societies, including their use of tools and fire. 
 
3. Describe innovations that gave rise to permanent settlements and analyze the impact of these 
changes. 

 
Early Civilizations, Pre-history to 1000 B.C. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of ancient river valley civilizations and desert 
cultures. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate various civilizations of the era in time and place, and describe, compare and contrast the 
cultures of these various civilizations in terms of the cultural universals of economic, political, 
social, religious, philosophical, and technological characteristics. 
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World Civilizations, 1000 B.C.- 500 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of ancient civilizations in South and East 
Asia.   
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate various civilizations of the era in India, China, Korea and Japan, and compare and 
contrast the cultures of these various civilizations in terms of the cultural universals of economic, 
political, social, religious, philosophical, and technological characteristics. 

 
World Civilizations, 1000 B.C.- 500 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of African civilizations. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate various African civilizations of the era and, compare and contrast the cultures of these 
various civilizations in terms of the cultural universals of economic, political, social, religious, 
philosophical, and technological characteristics. 

 
World Civilizations 1000 B.C.- 500 A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of ancient Greece in terms of its impact on 
western civilization. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze the influence of geography on Greek economic, social, and political development, 

including the impact of Greek commerce and colonies. 
 
2. Compare and contrast the social and political structure of the city-states, Athens and Sparta.        
 
3. Evaluate the significance of the conflicts between Greek City States and between Greece and 
Persia, and their impact on the spread of Hellenistic culture.          
 
4. Explain contributions in drama, philosophy, poetry, history, sculpture, architecture, science, 
mathematics, politics and ethics, with emphasis on Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, and analyze 
their impact over time. 
 
World Civilizations 1000 B.C.- 500 A.D. (Western Civilization)  
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of ancient Rome from about 500 B.C. to 500 
A.D. in terms of its impact on western civilization.   
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze the influence of geography on Roman economic, social and political development.             
 
2. Be able to explain the social structure of Rome and analyze its cultural and political impact.  
 
3. Analyze the impact of military conquests on the army, economy, and social structure of Rome.               
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4. Analyze the conditions and causes leading to the collapse of the Roman republic, and evaluate 
the consequences.           
 
5. Examine the relationship between the Roman Empire and Christianity.  
 
6. Identify Roman cultural contributions to Western Civilization, and analyze their impact on the 
West.                                                 
 
7. Analyze the conditions and causes leading to  the decline and the fall of the Western Roman 
Empire. 
 
World Civilizations 1500 B.C.- 700 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the history and rise of major world 
religions.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand the history, geographic locations, and characteristics of major world religions, 
including Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, as well as indigenous religious 
traditions.  

 
Postclassical Civilizations, 400-1000 A.D. (Western Civilization)   
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the Byzantine Empire from 400 to 1000 
A.D. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the events leading to the establishment of Constantinople as the capital of the Eastern 
Roman Empire and analyze the significance of this event.  
 
2. Identify Justinian and analyze his contributions, including the codification of Roman law. 
 
3. Describe Byzantine culture and examine disputes and why they led to the split between Eastern 
Christianity and Western Christianity and the establishment of the Roman Catholic Church and 
Eastern Orthodox Church.  

 
Postclassical Civilizations, 400-1000 A.D. (Western Civilization)   
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of Europe during the Middle Ages from about 
500 to 1000 A.D. in terms of its impact on western civilization  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the spread and influence of Christianity throughout Europe and analyze its impact. 
 
2. Be able to explain the structure of feudal society and analyze how it impacted all aspects of 
feudal life.                                                                             
 
3. Sequence events and construct maps related to the invasions, settlements, and influence of 
migratory groups. 
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Postclassical Civilizations, 400-1000 A.D.  
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of African civilization, South, Southeast, and 
East Asian civilization.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate various civilizations of the era in time and place. 
 
2. Describe and analyze the cultures of these various civilizations in terms of the cultural 
universals of economic, political, social, religious, philosophical, and technological 
characteristics  

 
Postclassical Civilizations, 400-1000 A.D 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of Islamic civilization from about 600 to 
1000 A.D.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify historical turning points that affected the spread and influence of Islamic civilization, 
including disputes that led to the split between Sunnis and Shi’ah (Shi’ites). 
 
2. Understand features of the Islamic culture during this period. 

 
Regional Interactions, 1000-1500 A.D.  
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of civilizations and empires of the Eastern 
Hemisphere and their interactions through regional trade patterns. 

 
The student will: 
 
1. Locate and map the major trade routes in Asia, the Middle East and Africa. 
 
2. Describe, compare and contrast the cultures of Japan, China, Southeast Asia and India in terms 
of the cultural universals of economic, political, social, religious, philosophical, and technological 
characteristics.  
 
3. Describe, compare and contrast the African kingdoms of Mwenemutapa, Ghana, Mali and 
Songhai in terms of the cultural universals of economic, political, social, religious, philosophical, 
and technological characteristics.  

Regional Interactions, 1000-1500 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of complex societies and civilizations in the 
Americas. 
 
The student will: 

 
1. Describe, compare and contrast the earliest cultures of Meso-america and South America in 
terms of the cultural universals of economic, political, social, religious, philosophical, and 
technological characteristics. 
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2. Analyze how the Aztec Empire rose in the 14th and 15th centuries and examine major aspects 
of Aztec government, society, religion, and culture. 
 
3. Analyze patterns of long distance trade centered in Meso-America. 
 
4. Analyze Incan expansion and methods of imperial unification, and examine major aspects of 
Incan government, society, religion, culture, and institutions. 

 
Regional Interactions, 1000-1500 A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of social, economic, and political changes 
and cultural achievements in the late medieval period.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the emergence of European states and analyze the impact. 
 
2. Explain conflicts among Eurasian powers.                                                                                  
 
3. Identify patterns of crisis and recovery related to the Black Death, and evaluate their impact.                  

4. Be able to explain the preservation and transfer to Western Europe of Greek, Roman, and 
Arabic philosophy, medicine, and science, and analyze the impact of this preservation and 
transfer.  

 
II.  WORLD HISTORY II 

Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of development leading to the Renaissance in 
Europe in terms of its impact on Western civilization. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify and analyze the economic foundations of the Renaissance.                                                                      
 
2. Describe the rise of the Italian city-states, identify the role of political leaders, and evaluate the 
impact.    
 
3. Identify individuals and analyze their contributions to the artistic, literary, and philosophical 
creativity of the period.                                             

 
Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the Reformation in terms of its impact on 
Western civilization. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze the effects of the religious, political and economic differences that emerged during the 
Reformation.                                         
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2. Describe the impact of the religious conflicts of the era on society.  
 

Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the status and impact of global trade on 
regional civilizations of the world after 1500 A.D. 

 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify and explain the impact of exploration on culture.                                           
 
2. Describe the location and development of the Ottoman Empire.                                          

3. Describe the growth of European nations, including the commercial revolution, mercantilism, 
and analyze the contributions of significant leaders.  

 
Emergence of a Global Age, 1450-1650, A.D. 

 Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of East Asian civilizations. 
 

The student will: 
 
1.  Be able to locate in time and place East Asian civilizations of this era, and will Describe, 
compare and contrast East Asian civilizations in terms of the cultural universals of economic, 
political, social, religious, philosophical, and technological characteristics.  

 
Age of Empires and Revolutions, 1640-1920 A.D. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the integration of large territories under 
regional and global empires. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Examine and analyze how trade based empires laid the foundation for the global economy. 

 
2.  Explain the impact of increased global trade on regional economies. 

 
3.  Analyze the impact of military conflicts among imperial powers on trade and sovereignty. 

 
4.  Understand and analyze the role of religion as an integrative force in the empires. 

 
5.  Understand and analyze the interaction between imperial governments and indigenous 
peoples. Empires studied could include: Mughal Empire in South Asia, Safavid Empire in Iran, 
Qing Empire in East Asia, Iberian Empires in the Americas and Asia, British, French or Dutch 
colonial Empires, Russian Empire, Tokugawa Shogunate in Japan 

 
Age of Empires and Revolutions, 1640-1920 A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of scientific, political, philosophical, 
economic and religious changes during the 17th and 18th Centuries. 

 
The student will: 
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1. Describe the Scientific Revolution, its leaders, and evaluate its effects.                                                         
 

2. Describe the Age of Absolutism, identify its leaders, and analyze its impact.                    
 

3. Identify the leaders and analyze the impacts of the English Civil War and the Glorious 
Revolution on the development of English constitutionalism                           

 
4. Be able to explain the ideas of the Enlightenment contrasted with ideas of medieval Europe, 
and identify important historical figures and their contributions.                                                                       

 
5. Analyze the causes, conditions and consequences of the French Revolution and be able to 
compare and contrast it with the American Revolution. 

 
Age of Empires and Revolutions, 1640-1920 A.D. (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of political and philosophical developments 
in Europe during the 19th Century. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Analyze the Napoleonic Wars and the Concert of Europe.                     
 
2. Describe the factors leading to the Revolutions of 1830 and 1848, leaders associated with key 
issues and events, and the long-term impact on the expansion of political rights in Europe. 

 
3. Describe major scientific, technological, and philosophical developments of the 19th Century, 
identify key figures associated with these issues, and analyze their impact. 

 
Age of Empires and Revolutions, 1640-1920 A.D. (Western Civilization)  
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the effects of the Industrial Revolution 
during the 19th Century. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Explain industrial developments and analyze how they brought about urbanization and social 
and environmental changes.  

 
Global Conflict, 1914-1945 (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the worldwide impact of World War I. The 
student will demonstrate knowledge of political, economic, social and cultural developments 
during the Interwar Period. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Analyze the economic and political causes of World War I and how they interacted. 

 
2. Examine the Treaty of Versailles and analyze the impact of its consequences.                                                          

3. Analyze causes and consequences of the Russian Revolution.                                                              
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4. Examine the League of Nations and analyze the reasons for its failure.                                                            
 

5. Examine events related to the rise and aggression of dictatorial regimes in the Soviet Union, 
Germany, Italy and Japan, and the human costs of their actions. 

 
Global Conflict, 1914-1945 (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the worldwide impact of World War II.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze economic and political causes of World War II and examine the role of important 
individuals during the war and the impact of their leadership.                                                         
 
2. Understand and analyze impact of the Holocaust and other examples of genocide in the 20th 
Century. 
 
3. Explain the formation of the United Nations. 
 
The Post-war Period, 1945-present (Western Civilization) 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of major events and outcomes of the Cold 
War. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Be able to explain key events and revolutionary movements of the Cold War period and 
analyze their significance, including the Berlin Wall, the Berlin airlift, Korean War, Cuban 
Missile Crisis, Sputnik, and the Vietnam War.                                                                                   
 
2. Assess the impact of nuclear weapons on world politics. 
 
3. Identify contributions of world leaders of this time period. 
 
The Post-war Period, 1945-present   
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of political, economic, social and cultural 
aspects of independence movements and development efforts.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze the independence movement in India, the role of Gandhi, and the effectiveness of civil 
disobedience in this revolution. 
 
2. Analyze the struggle for independence in African nations. 
 
3. Explain how international conditions contributed to the creation of Israel and analyze why 
persistent conflict exists in the region. 
 
4. Analyze how Middle Eastern protectorate states achieved independence from England and 
France in the 20th century. 
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5. Understand the reasons for the rise of revolutionary movements in Latin America. 
 

The Post-war Period, 1945-present 
Standard: The student will identify challenges and opportunities as we enter the 21st Century.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of the continuing impact of September 11, 2001. 

 
III.   ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
 Historical Inquiry 

Standard: The student will apply research skills through an in-depth investigation of a historical 
topic. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Define a research topic that can be studied using a variety of historical sources with an 
emphasis on the use of primary sources. 
 
2. Identify and use repositories of research materials including libraries, the Internet, historical 
societies, historic sites, and archives, as appropriate for their project. 
 
3. Evaluate websites for authenticity, reliability, and bias. 
 
4. Learn how to prepare for, conduct, and document an oral history. 
 
5. Apply strategies to find, collect and organize historical research. 

 
Historical Inquiry 
Standard: The student will analyze historical evidence and draw conclusions. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Understand the use of secondary sources to provide background and insights on historical 
events, and that secondary sources might reflect an author’s bias. 
 
2. Identify the principal formats of published secondary source material. 
 
3. Compare and contrast primary sources to analyze first-hand accounts of historical events. 
 
4. Review primary and secondary sources and compare and contrast their perspectives to shape 
their presentation of information relevant to their research topic. 
 
5. Understand the historical context of their research topic and how it was influenced by, or 
influenced, other historical events. 
 
6. Evaluate alternative interpretations of their research topic and defend or change their analysis 
by citing evidence from primary and secondary sources. 
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 Historical Inquiry 
Standard: The student will present and explain the findings of a research project.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Learn how historians present their work in multiple formats that include papers, exhibits, 
documentary films, historic site interpretation, theater, web sites and other media. 
 
2. Select a presentation medium for their project and learn the skills necessary to communicate 
their ideas. 
 
3. Articulate a clear thesis statement that explains the historical relevance of their research topic. 
 
4. Learn how to cite sources using footnotes or endnotes and how to document their research in 
the form of an annotated bibliography. 
 
5. Understand plagiarism and its consequences, and identify ethical issues related to research and 
documentation.  

 
IV.  GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 

Foundations of the American Political System 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the philosophical and religious roots of the 
United States government as articulated in the founding documents. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Analyze the influence of leading western thinkers on our founding documents, including but 
not limited to John Locke (natural rights), Charles de Montesquieu (separation of powers), and 
William Blackstone (English common law, rights of individuals). 
 
2. Describe the influence of the ancient Greek and Roman statesmen and governments 
(democracy in Athens and representative government in Rome) on America’s foundations. 
 
3. Analyze the degree to which the American Revolution was a radical departure from European 
tradition of class hierarchy and human inequality. 
 
4. Examine views in colonial America on religious freedom and analyze the role of religion as 
expressed in key documents. 
 
5. Analyze key concepts in the Declaration of Independence, including but not limited to national 
sovereignty, natural law; self-evident truths; the inalienable (“endowed by their Creator”) rights 
of life, liberty and pursuit of happiness (property); and the purpose of government to protect these 
rights. 
 
6. Examine the application of principles of the Declaration of Independence found in Frederick 
Douglass’ Fourth of July address, Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s Declaration of Rights and Sentiments 
of Women, Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech. 
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 America’s Founding Documents  
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key founding 

 documents.   
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain why the Constitution replaced the Articles of Confederation. 
 
2. Analyze features of the U.S. Constitution: its establishment of the rule of law; its status as the 
highest law of the land; devices to limit government and make it more effective, namely, 
separation of powers, checks and balances, representation, federalism, local self-government, and 
the sovereignty of American Indian Nations. 
 
3. Analyze each of the rights delineated in the Bill of Rights and their roles in protecting 
individual rights and limiting national government power. 
 
4.  Understand judicial review as introduced in the federalist papers and later elaborated by 
Supreme Court justice John Marshall in Marbury vs. Madison.  
 
5. Explain the Founders’ view of constitutional government as articulated in the Federalist 
Papers. 
 
6. Discuss how certain compromises to the principles of the Declaration of Independence (such as 
slavery) were adopted into the Constitution in order to form the union, and Analyze the impact. 
 
7. Describe how the Northwest Ordinance provided for the creation of new states and territories. 

 
The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the rights and 
responsibilities of citizenship.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain how equally protecting individuals’ rights promotes the common good (one citizen’s 
rights may not infringe on another citizen’s rights). 
 
2. Describe the processes by which an individual becomes a citizen of the United States. 
 
3. Explain the inherent rights and resulting responsibility of citizenship. 
 
4. Describe activities of civic life. 

 
The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship  
Standard: The student will understand the scope and operation of the executive, judicial and 
legislative branches of federal and state government and the sovereign status of American Indian 
Nations. 
 
The student will: 
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1. Describe the role of the President and the broader responsibilities of the executive branch.  
 
2. Describe the structure and function of the legislative branch and explain how a bill becomes a 
law. 
 
3. Understand the role of the judiciary, including the Supreme Court and Federal Courts.  
 
4. Compare and contrast the Minnesota Constitution and the United States Constitution 
 
5. Explain the sovereignty of American Indian Nations as stated by the United States 
Constitution.  
 
The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship 
Standard: The student will understand the American political system and be prepared to 
participate. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Examine the evolution of American political parties and analyze their impact. 
 
2. Describe the procedures involved in the voting process at local, state, and national levels, 
including the Electoral College. 
 
3. Analyze how technology has shaped political development, campaigns and voters. 
 
4. Identify the influences of interest and voter groups and analyze how they work with and 
against each other. 

 
The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship 
Standard: The student will understand current constitutional and political controversies.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the controversies over the changing role of the Supreme Court in United States 
government. 
 
2. Describe controversy over state rights vs. federal rights. 
 
3. Analyze current events in relation to their impact on world and national issues. 

 
Other Forms of Government, Past and Present. 
Standard: The student will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the origins, 
characteristics, and development of different political systems. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Compare and contrast the American system with the different philosophies and structures of, 
socialism, communism, monarchies and parliamentary systems, in terms of their economic, social 
structure and human rights practices.   
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V.  GEOGRAPHY 
 Interconnections 

Standard: The student will be able to describe how humans influence the environment and in turn 
are influenced by it. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Provide a range of examples illustrating how types of government systems and technology 
impact the ability to change the environment or adapt to it. 
 
2. Analyze the advantages and drawbacks of several common proposals to change the human use 
of environmental resources. 
 
3. Understand and analyze examples of the impacts of natural hazards on human activities and 
land use. 

 
Essential Skills 
Standard: The student will use maps, globes, geographic information systems, and other 
databases to answer geographic questions at a variety of scales from local to global. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Demonstrate the ability to obtain geographic information from a variety of print and electronic 
sources. 
 
2. Make inferences and draw conclusions about the character of places based on a comparison of 
maps, aerial photos, and other images.  
 
3. Demonstrate the ability to use geographic information from a variety of sources to determine 
feasible locations for economic activities and examine voting behavior. 

 
Spatial Organization 
Standard: The student will understand the regional distribution of the human population at local 
to global scales and its patterns of change. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the pattern of human population density in the United States and major regions of the 
world. 
 
2. Provide examples that illustrate the impact changing birth and death rates have on the growth 
of the human population in the major regions of the world. 
 
3. Use population pyramids and birth and death rates to compare and contrast the characteristics 
of regional populations at various scales. 
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4. Use the concepts of push and pull factors to explain the general patterns of human movement 
in the modern era, including international migration, migration within the United States and 
major migrations in other parts of the world. 
 
Spatial Organization 
Standard: The student will describe and provide examples of the primary factors behind the 
regional pattern of culture groups in the United States and the world. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Use regions to analyze the locational patterns of culture groups at various scales. 
 
2. Use concepts and models of the process of diffusion to interpret the spread of culture traits. 
 
3. Describe the regional distribution of the major culture groups of the United States (as defined 
by the U.S. census) and recent patterns of change. 
 
4. Cite a variety of examples that illustrate how landscapes reflect the cultural characteristics of 
their inhabitants. 

 
Spatial Organization 
Standard: The student will explain how the regionalization of space into political units affects 
human behavior. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand the concept of nationalism and of sovereign political states and how sovereignty is 
impacted by international agreements. 
 
2. Provide examples of the impact of political boundaries on human behavior and economic 
activities. 
 
3. Understand the patterns of colonialism and how its legacy affects emergence of independent 
states in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 
 
4. Evaluate a map of proposed voting districts according to the criteria of clarity, size, and 
compactness that districts are supposed to meet. 

 
Spatial Organization 
Standard: The student will be able to analyze the patterns of location, functions, structure, and 
characteristics of local to global settlement patterns and the processes that affect the location of 
cities. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the contemporary patterns of large cities.  
 
2. Describe the processes that have produced this pattern of cities. 
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3. Describe how changes in transportation and communication technologies affected the 
urbanization of the United States. 
 
4. Describe how changes in transportation technology, government policies, lifestyles, and cycles 
in economic activity impact the suburbanization of the United States. 
 
5. Explain the internal spatial structure of cities in the United States.6. provide examples of how 
the internal structure of cities varies around the world. 

 
Spatial Organization 
Standard: The student will use regions and the interaction action among them to analyze the 
present patterns of economic activity in the United States and around the world at various scales. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe and provide examples of the primary factors behind the regional pattern of economic 
activity in the United States. 
 
2. Describe and provide examples of the primary factors behind the regional pattern of economic 
activity in the primary industrial regions of the world. 
 
3. Describe how the technological and managerial changes associated with the third agricultural 
revolution have impacted the regional patterns of crop and livestock production. 
 
4. Understand how the transportation and communication systems have impacted the 
development of regions. 
 
5. Describe patterns of consumption and production of the agricultural commodities that are 
traded among nations. 
 
6. Describe patterns of consumption and production of fossil fuels that are traded among nations. 
 
7. Describe how geographic models can help to explain the location of commercial activities and 
land use patterns in the United States and the world. 
 
8. Explain the variations in economic activity and land use within the state of Minnesota and 
reach conclusions about the potential for change in various regions. 
 
9. Describe changes in common statistical measures of population or economy that occur as 
countries develop economically. 
 
10. Cite a variety of examples of how economic or political changes in other parts of the world 
can affect their lifestyle. 

 
VI.  ECONOMICS 
 The Market Economy (Micro Economics) 

Standard: The student will understand the implications of the economic problem of scarcity. 
 
The student will: 



Minnesota Academic Standards 
History and Social Studies Draft 
January 15, 2004 
 

58

 
1. Indicate how limited productive resources and unlimited human wants cause individuals, 
governments and nations to choose some things and give up others. 
 
2. List and give examples of the factors of production – land, labor, capital, and entrepreneurship. 
 
3. Explain that opportunity cost is the highest valued alternative forgone when an economic 
choice is made which has both present and future consequences. 

 
The Market Economy (Micro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand the basic principles of economic decision-making. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Recognize that effective economic decision-making typically requires comparing the additional 
costs of alternatives with the additional benefits. 
 
2. Analyze how career choice, education, and skills affect future income. 
 
3. Construct a personal budget. 
 
4. Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of using credit. 
 
5. Analyze investment and risk management options. 

 
The Market Economy (Micro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand how households, firms, and governments interact in an 
economic system. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify the role and interdependence of households, firms and the government. 
 
2. Recognize that money makes trade more efficient.  
 
3. Compare and contrast the basic elements of different economic systems.  
 
4. Describe how people and nations are affected by trade. 
 
5. Analyze the effects of trade barriers.  
 
The Market Economy (Micro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand the basic characteristics of markets and the role of prices 
in modern market economies. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe the determination of equilibrium market prices by applying principles of supply and 
demand to markets for goods and services. 
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2. Identify the direct and indirect effects of price floors and price ceilings. 
 
3. Identify several factors that lead to variation in market prices and quantities exchanged by 
changes in supply and/or demand. 
 
4. Explain how interest rates and exchange rates are influenced by market conditions.  

 
The Market Economy (Micro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand that firms in a market economy experience varying 
degrees of competition for the good or service that they sell.  
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain how competition among sellers often results in lower prices, higher product quality, 
better customer service and a more efficient allocation of scarce resources. 
 
2. Analyze how the level of competition in an industry is affected by the ease with which new 
producers can enter the industry, by consumers’ information, and by the availability, price, 
quality and quantity of substitute goods and services. 
 
3. Compare and contrast the characteristics of firms in market settings with varying degrees of 
competitive forces. 

 
The Market Economy (Micro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand the risks and opportunities associated with 
entrepreneurship. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Explain that entrepreneurs accept the risks associated with organizing productive resources to 
produce goods and services, with the hope to earn profits. 
 
2. Explain that, in addition to profit and loss, entrepreneurs respond to other incentives and 
disincentives. 
 
3.  Describe the role of innovation and profit motive in helping to reduce problems associated 
with scarcity. 

 
The Market Economy (Micro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand the economic role of government in a free market 
economy. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify that an important role for government in the economy is to secure and enforce property 
rights. 
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2. Analyze the appropriate role of government in cases where third party effects are known to 
exist. 
 
3. Identify and explain public goods. 
 
4. Recognize that, in the United States, the federal government enforces antitrust laws and 
regulations to try to maintain effective levels of competition in as many markets as possible. 
 
5. Recognize that some government policies attempt to redistribute income. 

 
The National Economy (Macro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand and explain that the U.S. economy is primarily a free 
market system. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Understand and explain that free market economies are regulated primarily by supply and 
demand, and that competition is essential to a free market economy. 
 
The National Economy (Macro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand basic measures of overall economic performance.   
 
The student will: 

 
1. Analyze the inter relationship among the unemployment rate, the inflation rate, and the rate of 
economic growth. 
 
2. Describe how the concept of the balance of trade is used to measure the international flow of 
goods and services. 

 
The National Economy (Macro Economics) 
Standard: The student will analyze the causes and consequences of overall economic 
fluctuations. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Describe the basic characteristics of economic recessions and economic expansions. 

 
2. Understand some of the reasons for fluctuations in economic activity. 

 
The National Economy (Macro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand the influence of federal government budgetary policy and 
the Federal Reserve System’s monetary policy.  

 
The student will: 

 
1. Identify that fiscal policies are decisions to change spending and/or tax levels by the federal 
government. 
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2. Explain the direct and indirect effects of fiscal policy on employment, output, and interest 
rates. 

 
3. Explain the relationship between federal budget deficits and the national debt. 

 
4. Identify the functions of the Federal Reserve System and its influence on economic activity. 

 
5. Identify the ways in which monetary policy influences employment, output, inflation, and 
interest rates. 

 
6. Explain that higher interest rates reduce business investment spending and consumer spending 
on housing, cars, and other major purchases. 

 
The National Economy (Macro Economics) 
Standard: The student will understand that economic growth is the primary means by which a 
country can improve the future economic standard of living for its citizens.  

 
The student will: 

 
1. Explain that Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita is a measure that permits comparisons 
of material living standards over time and among people in different nations. 

 
2. Identify that the productivity of workers is measured by dividing the output of goods and 
services by the number of hours worked. 

 
3. Recognize that standards of living increase as the productivity of workers rises. 

 
4. Understand that investments in physical capital (machinery, equipment, and structures), human 
capital (education, training, skills), and new technologies commonly increase productivity and 
contribute to an expansion of future economic prosperity. 

 
Essential Skills 
Standard: The student will be able to understand and use economic concepts, theories, principles 
and quantitative methods to analyze current events. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Use tables, graphs, equations, diagrams, and charts to interpret economic information.  
 
2. Evaluate the economic implications of current issues as found in such sources as magazine 
articles, radio and television reports, editorials, and Internet sites. 
 
3. Be able to analyze the economic impact of government intervention so that the costs and 
benefits and unintended consequences can be assessed. 
 
4. Be able to distinguish among the contributions to economic thought made by leading theorists 
including but not limited to, Adam Smith, John Malthus, Karl Marx, David Ricardo, and John 
Maynard Keynes. 


