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CHAPTER I. 
Name, Boundaries,. Powers, and. General Provisions. 

SECTION 1. N<tme a1id Boimclarics. The City of Morl'is, in 
the County of StevenR, and State of Minnesota, slmll, upon tl1e tak­
ing effect of this Charter, continue to be a municipal corporation, 
u;nd<>r the name and style of the City of Morris, witll the sa.n1e boun.­
du:ri.es as now are or hereafter mai be established. 
. . ~FJC'.l'ION 2. Pre.~ent Boit•nrl(ltrics. Until changed, the City of 
Morris shall i11clude the following territory, situated in the Coun­
ty of Stevens, State of Minnesota, to-wit: 

A.11 of Sections Thirty-Four (34:) and Thh•t.y-:fi.ve (35) ancl 
the West One-half of the Northwest Quarter (W½ of 
lfW¼) and the West One-half of the Southwest Quartet· 
(W½ of S"\Vl/1 ) of Section, ~hfrty-six (36) all in Town­
ship One Hllndred Twenty-five (125) North Range Forty­
two (4.-2) and the West One·half of the Northeast Quarter 
(W½ of NE¼) and the Northwest Quarte1• (NW¼) of. 
Sec:tion Two (2) and the North One-half of Section Three 
( 8) and the Northeast Qnarter of Section Fo.1.11• ( 4) all 

-:in Township One Hnndred 'l'wenty-four (124) Nort.h 
Range ]'orty-tw-o ( 42) . 

SECTION 3. Powers of the Oity. The City of 1\Iorris, by and 
in its corpol'ate name, sl1aUhave perpetual succession; and save as 
herein otherwise provided and save as prohibited by t1ie constitu­
tion 01• statutes of the State of Minnesota, it shall lm.ve and exerciRe 
all powers, functions, rights, and JJrivileges possessed by it prior 
to the adoption of this Charter; also all powers, functions, rights, 
aucl privileges now or hereafte1• given or gm11ted to mu11idpal co1>-
1io1•ations having ''b.ome rule charters" by the constitution and Jaws 
of the State of Minnesota; alf-Jo all powers, functions, rights, and 
prjvileges usually exercised by, or which are incidental 'to, or inhe1'c 
in, municipal corporations of like power and degree; also all muni­
dJ)al powers, flmctions, rights, privileges, and :immunities, of eve1•y 
name and natnre whatsoever; arn:l in addition it shall have all tlie 
powers and be subject to tlie restrfotfons containecl in this Charter. 

In its corporate name it may take,_a11d hold, by purchase, con­
demnation, gift, or devise, and lease and convey any and all such 
real, personal, or mixed property, within or ,Yitllout its bo1mdaries, 
as its 1mrposes may require, or as may be useful or benclkial to itH 
in.habitants; and it may contract with the county or with other 
mtmicipalities for such joint services and utilitief'I aR may seeln 
desirable and for all other legitimate pln'poses. 

In its corp.omte name, it shall succeed to all the rights aucl lia­
bi litiei:i, and shall acquire all benefits, and shall assurne and pay 
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all bonds, obligations and indebtedness, of the said City of Morris; 
jt may sue and be SU(ld, plead and be impleaded and otherwise 
participate hi all matte1•s and 1n·oceedings, by that name. 

SECTION 4. . Oonstt'ttct{on of th-is Oluwt<31·. The proviRions of 
this Ohartei· shall be construed liberally iu favor of the City, to the 
<1nd that it iuay have all nec<1ssary powers fo1• the efficient conduct 
of its municipal affairs, as contemplated by the municipal hom(! 
rule proyisions of the com~titntion and laws of the State of Minn<>­
sota.. The spec.i:ficmention of particular municipal powers in other 
sectiomi of thiR Ohart<>r shall not be ronstrued as. limiting- the 
powers of the City in tlie premises to those thus mentioned . 

. SEOTION 5. Ohwrter a P,ublfo Act. This Charter shall be a 
public act and need not be pleaded or proved in :my case. It slwH 
take <'ffect thi.rty (30) dayR fron:i: and aftei· its adoptjon b;v tl1<" 
"oters. 

CHAPTER II. 
Form of Government. 

SECTfON 6. Form of Gover,nment. The form of governmrnt 
<'stablished by tl1is Chart<>r Rhall be known as thr "Commission­
Manager Plan." All llOWers of the Oity, including all legislative, 
executive and admirustrative powers, authority and duties, shaH 
vrst in and be exercised by the City Commission s.nbject to tlH> 
faitiative, referendum and recall pow<>rR of t11e people, and otlwr­
wise Rnbject. only to tl1e proviRions and restrirtions J1f'r<'inaffor ron­
tained. 

SECTION 7. City Oon111ni1s.r.:ion -Elect-ion - Te1rni.~ of Office. 
The Gity Commission slia.11 be composecl of one (1) l\,faym· and two 
(2) Commfasioners wl10 Rhall be elected by the voters at larg·e in 
the City in the manner hereinafter provided. Each member of tl1e 
OonmtisRion, including the Mayor, sl1a1l take and assume the du­
ties of the office to ,vl1iel1 lie is elected on the :first (1st) day of 
,Tanuary next succeeding J1iR election and shall serve for a term of 
four ( 4) y<:>a1•s and until Ms Rt1cc·essor is elected and qualifies. At 
the general utunioipal election in the year• 1945 ancl jn <1very fourth 
(4th) year thereafter the Mayor and one (1) Cornmissionf'r shall 
l>r elected for said tem1 of four ( 4) years, and at, the general muniei-
11al election in the year 1947 and in <•very fourth (4th) year thete­
after one (l) CommisRioner shall be electccl for Raid terln of foui­
years. 

SECTION 8. Incom-paUble Office8. No member of t11e City 
Commission shall hold tlle office of City Manager or auy other paicl 
municipal office or employment under the City, during· llis tPrm of 
office, except Jiis office of Mayor or Commissioner; nor sha.Jl any 
such membei· hold any paid appointive municipal offi<'<> or em1)loy-
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ment under tlie City within one (1) year of the expiration of his 
term of office as Mayor or Commissionel', which· paid municipal 
office or employment was created, or the emoluments of which were 
i11creasec1, dnring' his term as Mayo1· or Commissioner. 

SEc~roN 9, · Vacancies in the Oo11in1;i{:;sion. A vacancy ju the 
office of j\fayor 01• Commissioner shall be deemed to exist iii case of 
the failure 'of any person elected thereto to q~alify on or before 
the last day of December ne::\.-t succeeding liis election, or by reason 
of llii:i death, resignation, rem oval from office, removal of residence 
from the City, continuous absence from tJ\e City fol' more than six 
( 6) months, conviction of a felony whethe1• before or after his qual­
ification, 01· by renson of the failure of any member without good 
<'.ause shown to perform any of the duties of membership ju the 
Oounnfl-lsion fol' a pel'iod of six ( 6) mont11s. In either such case 
the remaining mC'm bel' or 111,elllbers of the Commission shall forth­
,iith by :publish(1d resolution, adoptPcl by 1uajority vote of such re­
maining member 01• members, declare sucl1 vacancy to exist. 

In case of vacancy in the office of Mayol', said resolution shall 
appoint the chairman; or, in caHe of co11cnnent vacancy in the office 
of chairman, then some otJier member of the Co1111niRsion, as aeting 
Mayor, and a sltfticie11t numbe1· of eligible persons as acthlg Com-
111i1-;sioners to 1wovide the fnll Commission 1:equired b;v thiR Oharte1·, 
and an acting chairman from among · the Commissioners then rt•-
111aining or so appointe<l; each 1mtil and including tlw last day of 
December following the next general nnmici1)al election; at which 
('leetfon each of Haid vacant officc>s shall be :filled for the unexpfrecl 
form, if any, remaining· after said last day of Decelllber; after the 
fa Ht day of Deceni ber, the acting Mayor shall revert to Jli'S f orme1· 
o11ice of ConnnissionC't' for the tmexpir'cd term of hiR office. 

In all other cases of vacancie~ in the Commission, said resoln­
tion .flhall appoi11t. a sufficient number of eligible persons as acting 
Conunissioners to provide the fu11 Commission r·<.1quirecl by this 
Clmrter, and, in ease of vaeancy in i'hC' ofii<'e of dwil'man, HhaJl 
appoint an aeting chairman from among the Commi~sioners then 
remaining or so appointed; <.1aeh until and inrluding the 1af-lt day of 
December following the next genel'al lllunicipal election; at wllif:11 
eleetion each of said mc·ant officrs shall be nllecl for tlle une:\.11irecl 
tem1, if any, 1•ernai:niug· afte1· said lafft day of De<'ernbcr. 

SECTION 10. Scrlaries. Upon the taking effect of this Clial'ter 
nnd until mocliiiecl by owlinanec ns hereinafter provided, the :Mayor 
shall receive a sala1•y of three hm1dred dollars ( $300) per year and 
<>a.ch Commissioner i;.hall l'eceive a. salary of two lnmdred dollars 
($200) per ~'ea1•, pa~rablc monthly nt the expiration of each calen­
dar month. ~uch salary shall be aC'cepted and l'L1cPived by said 
1\foyo1• Hnd Commissioners in lieu of all other <'Ompcmsittion, if any, 
otlle1·wi:-;e JWOYided by law aud iu full compenRation for all serv.ic<'s 
i•Pqnfrrcl by law and the pl'oYiRions of this Charter. 



CHARTER 01r 0I'l'Y OF Monms, 1\-IrmYESOTA 

Sucl1 salaries of the members of the_ Commission may be modi­
:fied from time to time by the electors or the Commission by resolu­
t1.011;.; whieh resolution, how<>ver, shall not be jmmediately effective, 
but. shall take effect as to each · mem her whoJ-Je salary is modified 
on the :first day of January following the next general municipal 
eleetion at which the office of such membe1• is filled. 

All otJ1e:r officers and· employees of the City shall receive such 
comriensation fo:1,' the.ir .services M_ the Commission may prescribe. 

SECTION 11. lnvest-i"ga.tion, of OUy A.ffaA!rs. T.he City Commis­
sion and any person or persons f0rn1a1ly appointed and authorized 
hy the Commission for s1.tch purpose, shall have_ power to maJrn 
investigations in to :all City affairs aml matters of SJJecial :interest 
_ to the City, and for those purpoRes to subpoena ·witnesses, ad111in­
il'{teroatlts and corn.l)el the production of books and pape1•s. 

SECTION 12. 1'he Jf ctyo,•; The Mayor shall be t.he presidei1t 
and presidi11.g officer of tne Commission, except that at ifs first 
regula1· meeting in_ ,January of ea-ch even munbered year or as soon 
thereafte1· as may conveniently be done, the Commission shall elect 
from ·among th.e Qonunissioner•s a chafrnian 1vl10 shall be J.Vfayor 
·and president of the Commission in the 1\ifayor's absenceor :inability 
to serve. _ The Mayo1• shall be the chief executive offi.ee of the City, 
and~shall exerc.ise all powers and perf or1n all duties conferred and 
iit1J)osed upon him by tMs Charter, the ordinances of the City, and 
the lawi:; -of the State; He shall sign all bonds:, .contr,1cts. and ·other 
o blig-ations aut11orized by the Commission. 

SECTION 13. M1.miclpctl Court. The Commission sl1all at an 
thnes cause to be duly organized and established, and shall }Jerman• 
ently provide for and maintain, a Municipal Court, with an electin~ 
judge thereof, as authorized l1y, and in conformity ·wHh, tl1e laws 
of the State of l\finuesota, and shall make all uecessar·y and propel" 
regulations and provisions relative thereto as lllay be authorized 
by law. The judge of the M:unicip'al Court, in addition to tJrn quali­
iications prescribed by this Charter fo1• elective officers, shall be a 
man learned in tl1e Jaw. 

CHAPTER III. 
Administration' of City Affairs. 

SECTION 14. Adniinistrati1)e Po,wars of Oonim,ission. The en­
tfre management and administration of City affairs including· all 
executive and ad.minist1·ative powers, authority ancl duties except 
sunh executive authority as ma.y be by tJ1is Charter vest(;ld solely 
in the 1viayor, shall be vested in the Commission. 

SEcTroN 15. Departrnents of Adm,i1iis-bratfoii-A.d111,,in·istr,1,th·e 
Oodp. The Commission may also by ordinance create or permit 
sucli de1,artrnents, cltvisions, boards or bureauH for the administl'a-
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tion of the City's affairs as may appear necessary and from time 
to time fL-x: and alter the powers, organization and compensation bf 
the .same. . .Any and all such departments; divisions, boards or 
bureaus whether voluntary or otherwise sl1all at all times be under 
the complete .supervision, direction and control of the Commission. 
It may in conjunction with the City l\fanage1• })ass a complete admJn. 
istrative code for the City and enact the same. iI1 the form of an 
ordinance w1li.ch may be amended from time to time by 01·dinance. 

SEO'rION 16. iippointit:o Officers. The cl1ief officers of tl1e 
City other than elective qfilcers sl1all be; City Manager, City Treas­
urer, City A.'!!sessoi', Chief of Police, City Attorney, and Members of 
a ·Board of Health. The Commission shall appoint saiaofficers at 
its regular meeting in.January of each year or as soon thereafte1· 
as may conveniently be done, and shall at such. meeting 1wovide 
for their compensation for the ensuing year. The Commission may 
also at any time appoint such additional non~salaried oftlcers as it 
sees . .fit. All persons appointed to said offices shall hold their office~ 

· until the neA't regular .January ml'eting of the Conunission and tmtil 
tl1ei.r successol's ar~ appointed and quali.fy. Su,ch officers may be 
removed by the Commission on due notice and hearing for ca11st• 
at any tin1e. 

SECirION 17. Other Appofrbtme11,fa <md En11ployme1it,<J. Except 
a:s herein otherwise expressly provided no person shall be appointed 
or eiripJ.oyed to any other ap1Jointment or employment by or on bt•• 
half of the City for a term to expire later than the 11ext regulat· 
,Tamtary meeting' of tlie Commission and until his successor js 
appointed or employed. 

SECTION 18. Vacancies i1i Appoi1itfoe Offices. A vacancy in 
any appointive offiee or boal'd shall be dePmed to exist in ease of 
the failute of the person apJ)Ointed thereto to qualify within thirty 
days after such appointment, unless otherwise directed by the Corrt• 
1nission, or by reason of death, resignation, removal from office-, 
removal of 1•esidence from the City, continuous abs<'nce from the 
City fo1• mo1'e than three months, conviction of a fp]ony wl1ether 
before 01• after lrls qualification, or by reason of t]ie failure of any 
such person ·without good cause shown to l)erform any of the cluties 
of his office fol' a period of one month. In Pithei· flnrh cnHe tlw Com­
niission shall by resolution decfat·e such vacancy to exist and shall 
fortlnvith appoint an eligibJe person to fill tl1e same for tJ1e mwx­
pited term of such office. 

SECTION 19. Oity llfanager. (1) Except as herein otherwise 
provided the City Manager shall be the chief adrninistrative officer 
of the City. He shall be cl1ose11 by the Commission solely on tl1e 
oosis of his training, experience and adnLinistrativP qualities. Dm· 
ing the abs.ence or disability of the City Manager the duties of hiR 
office shall· be performed by some qualified person desjgnnfod by 
the Commission. 
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(2) The Oity l\fanager shall be the clerk and general record­
ing offi.cer of the City, the custodian of tJ1e cor_po1•ate seal and of all 
1·ecords} books, files an(l doeuments of the City and he shall k~ep a 
·rl.-'corcl of . the J)roceedings ·of the Commission, ·wJ1ose meetings it 
shall be his duty to attend. I:Te shall also perform all such duties 
as are imposed upori, and be 'V'ested with sucl1 powers as are con­
ferred upon, City clel'lts and recorclin,g officers of municipal corpo1·­
ations by the general laws and statiJ.tPs of the· State of l\finnesota 
J1ot. inconsistent with the provisio,IJ.s of• this Charter. · 

(3) Ex(•ept as J1erein otherwise,-speejfically prmr.ic:Ied and sub­
ject at all ·times to tbe specific dil•ection•and control of the qom­
mission, the powers ·and d11ti!;'$, of th~ City. Manager sJ1all. il1clud<' 
;the· powers and duti.es: 

·(a) To see that this Oharte1• and the laws, ordinances, 
resolution,, rules and T(>gulati.ons and motions of the Oity ill'c> 
cnfor<?-ed. r ·. 

· (b) To employ and discharge from time to. time' sucl1 
assistants, llea.ds of departments and otlH'l' employMs as may 
be reql1i1·ed, subject to· the'approval ancl control of the Co111-
n1ission. t · · ,. 

( c J ~.l.10 exercfae control over all departments a.nd divlsi.ons 
of the Oity Administration: <•-1·eufod by fllh;; Oliarter ·or 'wkid1 
nHtY be J1e1•eafter created bv t1ie electors or the Commission, 

' (,d) To attend all meetings of tJie Commission nnd . .takP 
prope1.· part in the diReussions, and to recornmend to the Oom­

. mtssion for adoption• such measnr<•s as:lie may deem 11ecesr-ia1·y 
or proper for the welfare of the people and thr nffieieut admin­
if1tration of the Oitv's affairs . 
. · (e)' 1'o )reep tiie Oo111mission fully advised as to tl1e fill all· 

cia1 condition an.d need.s of the City, and to prepare and sub­
mit to the Conunissionthe annual budget. 

, (f) At the reque~t oftI1e Cprnmission; to prepare and to 
.sub,mit to the OommiF;sion for adoption an admb1fotrative 
r·ode incorporating thr d<'fails of admh1istrative procedm•(•, nnd 
from time to time suggest ameui;lments to the sm11e. 

(g) 1'o superi11tend and Jnrve directfon and g<'not·a1 r1lal'gc 
of wat<'rworksi sewer i:;yRtf'lllfJ and a11 other pub] ic ntilitie~, 
(~nterpris<'s and engagements of the City, and of all civil .engin­
<'ering ,work and aJI oth('r work don<' for the City, and of th<• 
11Hmne1• of performing the same; and . 

(h) 'l'o JWl'form i,uch other and furtlH'l' d1itirs m; slmll iw 
required by law, ordinances or resolutions, not facousistf'nt 
wW1 the prmisions of this Chai•ter. . · 
( 4) ~Che City l\fanager shall be the cll:ief accom1ting offic<>r of 

the City and of evel'Y branch thereof. At the end of each calendar 
~,ear Jw flhaU submjt to t11e Commission a report co,,e1·iug tJ1e entire 
fmancial eondit.ion and ope1·ations of the City for sue h c•n lenclat• 
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year, sl1owing the cash balances at the beginning of the calencla:r 
year and at the c.Jose, tlle: total artual recl>ipts aml disburi!ements,­
the total ontlays for operations and nrnintenancC', tl1e total capital 
outlays, the condition of eaeh of the funcls, tlie total l'eceipts by 
sources and the total expenditures for general pm·poses, the total 
outstanding bo11di:; a11d clebts of the City, ,vhen due, the mnom1t of 
ne,,~ bonds iss11ed ancl the amo1.mt redeemed, the interest rate of 
ea(lll, tl1e eondition of all of the budget allo-,Yanc•es and nn inventory 
of an the property owned by the City; and snd1 ftu·tller informa­
tion as may appear proper or tlle Commission may require. He s1ml1 
also su:bmit to the Co1111nh-1sion additio1utl statenients at :;iuch tinws 
and in such manner and covering such items and niatfors as may be 
req:uested by tl1e Commission and shall keep his acconnts at n.11 
times up to dafo ancl ·complete and imitable for examination or in-
speetion. 

· · SEOTION 20. · Oity · 'P1·easu,rer. The City ':l.1reasurer slut11 be tlie 
eustodian of tlie funds of t]1e, City and he shall be governed in. the 
discharge and performance of his. duties by all JWOYisions of this 
Oharter relating to finances applicable to his office and by sne11 
dire:ctions and rrr-;trietions, as the Commission shall by ordinan('e 
01• resolution prescribe. · 
. SECTJON 21. Oity Assessor. 'fhe City Asse8sor shall qualify 
in tlH! 11ianneNmd form. 11rescribed by the General Laws of the State 
of Minnesota. He shall perform all duties required by the General 
Lnwrt of the Rtat<" Qf Minnesota respecting the listing of J)ropei·ty 
and the valuation thereof for ta:xat.ion. The City Conunission may 
rq>point an misishmt or assiRtants for the City Assessor at such tirll<'R 
as may a:ppea1· necessary or pro:pei', with such 11owe1·s and duties 
not inconAi&tent with the powers and duties of tlle Assessor ai:i tJu, 
Conuniflsion 1nay prescribe, and 1wovide for th<"ir comp<"llFmtion. 

SECTION 22. Oh-ief of .Police. rrhe Chief of Police shall be 
the 1winciJ)al police offi.eer of the CHy aud shall be reHpom,dble for 
the efficiency and concluct of the Poli<.'e Department of the City, 
subject to tl1e rontrol and st1petviRion of the Mayor, who r-;lrnll be 
eluef e~eentive officer and J1ead of the DC'partnwnt. 'l'he 1\foyo1· 
may from time to time apl)oint imeh other t·('gular 01· special po1iC'e 
of'ii<.•er~ a8 in his judgnH'nt are necessary to thP propcr p0Hei11g of 
tlw Oity, as OC'{'asions may 1'eqni.re, subjcet to th<' eontro1 of tlie 
Conunission. rrhe powers of th<' Chi<'f of PoHt·e and of an imch 
other police offieers, unless othel'wisC' re:.:;trided in t,Jieir appoint· 
mC'nts, shall in~lucfo a11 J)o-wers of c·onRtablrR at c,ommon lnw arnl 
1mcler the statutes of this State. 

SECTION 23. Oity Attorney, The d'ity Attorney sha11 be t11c• 
legal advisor ancl counsel of tlle City. He sha11 appem· in ancl eon­
dnet all _civil snits, prosecutions and proceedings in which th.e City 
shall be directly or indirectly interested. Hf> shaJJ, ,Ylwn flO rc•quil'rd 
by. th<' 0ommiRsion, furnish opinions upon any imbjC'et. submitted 
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to him touc·hing the affairs of tl1e Oitr, Ju., shall advise tlie ConuniR­
sion and all City officers in respe,ct to their official duties; he shall 
att<'nd meetings of the Commission, ,Yhen requested to do so, and 
sfoill 11erfor111 such other and flll'tlle1• duties, consistent with his 
office, as the Couunisffion: may by orcUnanee or resolution pre1,cribe. 

SECTION 24. Board of Health. ''.rhe Board of Health sliall 
ronsiAt of three inembers, one of wl10m shall be a physi.cian regn­
larly licensed to practice as such who shall be thC:' Health Com.mis­
sioner of the Oity and the executive o:ffic<1r of the Board of HealtJ1. 
TlleHC:'alth Commissioner, imbjedto the specific directions a:nd eon­
trol of the Board of Health ai1d. of the City Conunii;;sion, sliall 
enforce all laws of the State of l\finnesota and 01•dinances, l'esolu­
tions, motions, and reg11.lations of the City relative to the public 
J1ealth and sanjtatfon of thC:' eity, He s11all abate all nuisanreR 
in.furious thereto and prerent or ·exterminate contagions or iufeet­
.ious diseases; he shall control all quarantines, l10spitals ancl 
morgues maint.aiiwd by or located h1. tJ1e Oity and alJ <'emC:'teries, 
nematories, vaults, and burial places in, or maintainl'cl or regulated 
by, the City; he Rhall inRpc>('t or ea11R(' to b0 in::;peeted all food procl­
nds expos0d for saJl' in tiw City in ease such hu,pcction may br, re­
qui.l'ed or permitted by law or ordinaneC:'; he shall grant all burial 
p<'rmits and regulate the dispmdtfon of all d0ad bodies; he shall keep 
a pernrn:ne11t l'('cord of all vital statii:itieR of the City; and the saicl 
Health Commissioner and said Board of H<'alth Rhall have all 
further powers and perform Ruch other and further dutiC:'s m; may 
hC:' requried by law or by ordinanee or rei;;olutions of the Oity. 

SECTION 25. Oaths of Office. Every f'led,iYe and appointiYe 
officer before entering upon his dutiC:'s shall make and file with t11e 
City Manager his oath or afiirnuitfon that he will suppor·t tlle Con­
stitution of tl1e United States and of th<' Rtate of l\finnesota. all(l 
perform faithfully, honestly, and impal'tially the duties of hiR office. 
Each eled.iYe offi.cer shall, in mch oath or affirmation further nrn.ke 
oath or affirm that lie has not violatl'd any of t1le proviHions of tllis 
C1Jrnrt<'r relating to C:'1eetions, and shall inelud<' thC:'rC:'in or attach 
and file> tl1er<\with an itemized sta.H•ment of all monC:'yR 01· otlwr eon­
sicforatfons or promises paid, hu·m•ted or given by Mm or by an;v 
otlwr J)C:'rson in his bPl1alf with Ms JmowlC>dg<> and c·ons<>nt hl su<'l1 
<1ketions. 

RECTION 2(i. Official Bonclg. Before <>11foring npou his cl11ties 
the City Manager ancl the Oitv 1:rrN1sm·('r shall C:'acl1 fm•tlwr furn­
hih and fifo 'W.ith th<' City ~fanager a corporate surety bond apprOYC'd 
by the Oom111h1sio11 in tl1e sum 

0of five thousand dollars (l$5000) and 
in ~uch further amount, if any as thC:' Commission may requil'C:', for 
the faithful performance of Jti~ duties. The Commission may also 
require any of the othe1• appointiYe officers or employeC:'s of tl1e 
Oit~0 to furnish Frud1 bonds· foi• the faithf11l performanee of tlH.'11' 
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several cluties as to the Com.mission may appear l)roper. The costs 
of all such surety bonds shall be paid by the City. 

SECTION 27. Special Bmiefits,-111,terest i11, Oontmcts. (1) No 
ofiicer or employee of the City shall solicit or l'eceive any pay, com­
mission, money or thing of value, or derive any profit·or advantage, 
directly or indirectly, from, or by reason of, any improven1ent, alter­
ation or repair required by authority of the O'ity, or any contract 
to which the City sliall be a pal'ty, except his lawful compensation 
or salary as such officer or employee. 

(2) No officer or employee of the City, except as otl1erwise 
provided in this Charter, or by law, shall solicit, accept or receive, 
directly or indirectly, from any public utility corporation, or owue1• 
of.any public utility 01• franchise, in the City, any pass, frank, free 
ticket, free service or any other favor, upon terms more favorablr 
than· those granted the public generally. 

(8).A. violation of any of the p1:ovisions of this section shall 
disqualify the offender to continue in office or employment of tJie 
City, and he shall be removed therefrom. 

(4) .A.ny contract in wllicl1 any officer or employee of tl1<1 City 
is, or becomes7 directly or indirectly, interested, personal1y, or as 
a me1nber of a .firm, or as an offi.cer 01· director of a corp01•atiou, 
Rhall bevoid; and any money which shall J1aw been paid on surl1 
contract by the City may be recoverficl back from any or all tl1c, 
persons intereRted thetein, by a jo1nt or sewral action. 

SECTION 28. Purchases ancl Oontract8. 'l1he Oit.y :Manager 
sl1all be the chief purchasing agent of the City. All pnrchasrs on be­
half of the Oity shall be made, and all eontrads h1t by the City Man­
ager subject to the 3,llJJroval of the Commission. All contracts, bonds, 
and instruments of EW<1ry kind to ·which tlw Cit~, shall be a 11atty 
Rlmll be signed by the Mayor on behalf of the City as Wt~ll af; by the 
City Manager, and .Shall be executed in the name of tlie Oity. 

SECTION 29. Pwrclwses and Oontracfa-Bids. In all ca.Ses of 
wol'l, to be done by contract. 01· of the pmehase of l'(•al or personal 
property of any kind where the probable amount involved is one 
thousand dollars or more, unless the Commission shall by an emer­
gency ordinance otherwise 1w0Yided, tlw City Manager shall adver­
tise fo1· bids in surh manner as shall be designated by the Commis­
sion, by resolution, except tliat imeh adyertising shall include the 
publication of notice of the general nature of such work or property 
requil"ed, and of the time of taking such bids, to be Jlublished jn 
at least one publication of the official pape1• of the City not less than 
ten days prior to the taking of said bidi,. ContraC'ts for such work or 
the purchase of property shall be let to the lowest responsible 
biclde1>. The Commission may, however, r('jeet any and all brns. 
Nothing contained ju this section, however, shall prevent the Com­
mission from contracting fo1· the doing· of w-ork with patrnted 

,_ 
I 
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}J1'0cesses, ol' from purclrnsing- patent<.>d appliances, 01· from doing· 
of ·work by day labor. · 

SECTION 30. Official PiibUcatfons. The Commission sl1an an-
, 1111all;y dei,ignate a newspaper published in and of general cirn1Ia­
tion in tlw City as the official paper, in wl1ieh shall be pubUshed 
such measures and matters as are bv the laws of this State or thiR 
Charter required to b£> so published;· and such other matters ar,; tlH' 
Commission may deem it wise to ha,,e published in this manner; 01· 
in lieu thereof it 111.ay establish a municipal publication, which shal1 
th(•n be the o:ffi.cial newspaper. 

SECTION 3L Audits. The Commission sl1all cause all books, 
acco1111ts and records of the Oity to be completely examined and 
audited by a comi:iet.ent acco1mtant as soon after th<> fil·st daif of ea<;h 
?ear as practicable. Each ::melt examinatiou·and audit shaHexten~ 
from the last preceding audit to the end of the last J)rec,e4i11g eal'.' 
('ndar year. Inunediately following the completion:. of iea_ch snr.h 
a~dit, a summary thereof, toie~her with ~twh ot}H'I' infw•4}f·ii~~\,re1-
abve thereto as to the Conmuss10n may appear 11roper, .shaI[oe }).ub-
lished in the official paper• of the City. · •·' . · · 

CHAPTER IV. 
Procedure of Commission . . 

SECTION' 32. Oommi1,u1ion Jlfeding8. (1) The regular annual 
meeting of the Commission. shall be held on the first Tuesday aftC'r 
the fh·st Monday in January of each year, at 10 o'clock A. l\L 
Otlier. regular meetings of the Commission shall be held at lea:,t 
oitce each month, at i::.uch times as tJie Commis:.:;Ion may prc•scribe 
by ordinance or pnblished resolution. 

(2) Special meetings may be called by the Mayor or two· (2) 
Oommissioners at any time on not less than twelve (12) hours 
writt<•n notice to tl1e other memb£>rs of the Commission. Sueh 
notice may be 'WaiY.Nl in ,vriting-. Special me<:'tings, Jwwever, may 
be held at any time, and s1iall bP Yalid for nll 1mrposes, "'Th<'neYer 
a 11 rnemb('rs ar<' presrnt, wftl1 or without suel1 notke, unle1:m 
objPctiou js made by a memlleriat the open.ing of such meeting· for 
failure of su<·h notice and entered in tll.cj minutes of the mreting. 

( 3) All 111eetings :-ihall be lie1d at the City Office~ building unless 
otl1<:'rwisr pref1el'ib<'d by the Commission by ordinan<'e or publi.l'lllrd 
Wf'lolutiou. AU meetings of the ronnni1-1sion shall be public, aucl 
any citizen Hlmll liaYe aecess to the minutes and rreords tlw1·c•of 
at all reasonable times. A majority of the Commission shaU eon­
stitute a quorum for all business unless otherwise prescribC'(l b,Y 
this Charter, and a majority vote shall be sufficient for the pai,sagr• 
of all matters exeept as othet'\Vise l)rovidecl by this Charter. A 
less munlwr may adjourn from time to time. The C'ommission rna~r 
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})rovide by ordinance a means by which a minority may com1icl 
tl1e attendance of absent 1nembers. 

( 4) Within eight ( 8} days after · each regular meeting of 
the Commission, the City Manager shall 1wepare and cause to be 
published in the ofilcial paper of tl1e City a copy of the minute~ 
of said meeting and of all other meetings jntervening since tl1e 
last previous regular meeting, 01· a true and complete statement 
of eacl1 of said meetings in narrative form. Such copy or narrative 
statement sJ1all include the title or substance, but m~y otherwise 
omit, all ordinances, resolutions, bonds, certificates of indebtedness, 
contracts, and other ini:itrmnents of length and detail on file ·with 
the City Manager, adopted or authorized by the Commfasion. 

( 5) In the event that such· published copy .or statement shnJJ. 
include a full and complete cOJ)Y of any ordinance or resolutio1t 
required by this Charter to be published, such publication thereof 
as a part of said minutes or statement, if within the time limit,-.rl 
by tllis Charter for the publication of such ordinance Ql' resolution, 
shaJl coI1,stitute the publication thereof required by this Cha1•te1. 
01.· the :first. publication thereof if more than one publication is 
required by this Charter. 

SJ!JCTION 33. Ordina·nces) Re8olution8, and )lotions. Except 
as in th.is Charter otherwise provided, all legislation shall be by 
01,1dinance. · · vVliere an obligation has been. incurred by ordillance, 
payment thereof may be ordered by UJ,otion or resolution. Licenses 
llJ-ay be granted, property acquired fo1,• 1mblio uses, local imprm·e­
nients ordered, and salaries :fix:ed, by resolution. ~'lie :final vote t'> 

of eacl1 member upon all 01•di11ances and published resolutions ..., 
:3hall be reeorded in the mim1tes. E-rery ordinance shall be titled 
nnd the title indicate t11e general nature of the subject matter of 
the ordinance but no defect 01• failure in thiR regard shall invalidate 
t1ie ordinance unlei;,s sueh failnre or defertR Hhnll be sneh as to 
inislead the pubUc in gen<.'rnl ai:; to the nature• or .1m1•pos<> of tl1e 
ordinance. 
' Any administrative rule 01' 1.•egulation of any de11artment of 

the State of Minnesota, or any published rode, specifications or 
reg·ulations 1n•epared by an o:ili.eial or 1mofficial organization for 
glmeral circulation and use, may be adopt<.'cl ancl inrorporated by 
reforence th(•reto in m1 ot·dinauee and by marking tlu·<.'e (3) copies 
thereof as "official copies'' ancl .filing them for rflf<'l'Pllf'fl and 
inspection in the o:ffi.ee of the City 1\fanag<>r at or b<>fore tlw tinw 
of the :filing of sueh orclinance. 

SECTION 34. Proced,iire on Ordi1w11ccs. 'rhe emwting elnnRP 
of all ordinances passed by the G?mmission shaU ~e in the "\vords 
"The City of Morris Does Ordam". Every orcUnance shall be 
})resented in writing. Every ordinance shall J1ave two public 
readings, at regular or special meetings, not more than one of 
wl1ich shall be on the same day. Reading of tl1e title sha11 be 
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suffi.cient lmless full reading is demanded by any member of the 
Commission present, in wJ1ich case a full reading· shall he had. 
Every ordinance shall be fJJed at or before the time of its fil'st 
reading and shall rrmafa on file and subject to public inspection 
until Hs final passag·e or re,jection. by the Commission, and if passed 
-it i-;hall become and remain a J)art of the permanent files of the 
Oity. · Every ordinance passed by tlie Commission sJrn 11 b(' signed 
bv the J.Vfayo1• or two Oonunissioners and attested bv the Oitv ... ' ., - . . .. - - - . 
}fanag-er. . 

SECTION 85. ]Jhn.qtgency Ordinances. An emergency ord.in~ 
nnce is au ol'dinance for• flu~ irnmedfate preser\·ation of tlie publie. 
peaee, health, or safety, .in whicJ1 or Jn a preamble to which the 
emergency iR defined 01• d('c}ared .. No grant of any francl1ise shall 
be made by an emergency ordinance. No emergency ordinance 
shall be t>Msed except b~r unanimons vote of all memlwrs of the 

· Oomm1ssion. · 

. SECTION 36. PubUcation of Ordinance,<; and Ile~olt1,tions-
.,.l1akin,q Effect. Every ordinance enacted by the Com'mission except r 
an emergency ordinance, and every I'('Solution required by this 
Charter to be publish('d, shaU be published in one ( l) publication 
of the official paper of th<> City witMn eigl1t (8) days after Hs 
passage and shaUtake effect twenty (20) days after its passage, 
linless a, later date is· :fi..):ed: therein, ill ,vhkh rvmt it shalI take 
effCiet at such a· later date. 

Every ordinance adoptecl by tJie electol's of the O'ity :;;haJJ 
~. take effect immecliately upon its· acloption, unINis a later date is 

fixpd the1·ein, in which ('Vent it shall take <'ffect at sueh later date. 
Every emergency ordinance; and <;,very resolution not required 

by tltis OJ1arter to be J1Ublisl1ed, shall take effect hmnediately upon 
its passage, unless a later date is :fixed therC'in, in ,Yhieh c>veut 
it i::hall take effect at such later date. 

SECTION 37. OrrlinancM-l•fombering and Reoording-111i1end-
1nent and Repeal. Every ol'clinance upon its pa:;;sage shall he 
nhmbei•ed and recorded in a separate book or books kept fol' tllat 
purpose. Ordinances may be amended by l'('ferenrr to t11E.fr 
numbers and titles. Oedinanrc'8 may be repealed b~· reference_ to 
their numbers or title:;; or both: Every amending orcliuanee 1,lrn,U 
contain a complete restatement of the entire S('Ction Ol' sections 
as amended. 



J. 
ft 

CHARTER 0! CITY OF MORRIS, JV!INNESOTA 15 

CHAPTER V. 
Elections. 

. . 
SECTION 38. Elective Officers. The e1eetive o:ffice1•s of tlie 

City shall be: the 1.Vfayor and Commissioners and a ludge of tlie 
Municipal Court. 

SECTION 39. General llht,nioi,pal Election.~. General municipal 
elections · shall be held on tl1e first Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November in each odd munbered year. At such general elections 
there shall be elected in addition to the Plective offi.c·ers provided 
by this Charter, such additional elective judges or other officers 
as may be required. by law. Tl1e Commission shall establislt 
necessary voting prreincts and the hours and place or places of 
holding elections. Unless otherwise established by the Commission, 
the hours of voting shall be from 7 :00 o'clork A . . M. to 8 :00 o'clo<"k 
P. 1\f. at all elections. 

SElcTION 40. (J,uaUficotfo1u1 for Electit,e Office. No perHon 
shall be eligible for election to any <'l<'ttive office of the Oity unless 
at the time of hi~ election lie be a citizen of the United States and 
of tlw State of Minnesota, a qualified elc>ctor of the City of Morris, 
and an actual resident of the City of 1\forris for si:xty (HO) cla~·s 
next Jll'eeeding sucl1 election. 

SECTION 41. 8vccial Election.<.;. 'l'he Conm1h1sion nrny by 
resolution ol'd<'r a sp~eial elertion at any time, fix the timf'.' and 
p1ace of holding the same and appoint the necessary judg<'s and 
der1,s of such <'lection, and provide all means for holcliug tlw samC'. 
'l'he procedure at such election Rhall eonform as nearly as possibJc> 
to that herein p1·ovidPcl for general municipal eleetions. 

S'ECTION 42. Notice of liJlecUon. At l<'Ust fourteen days 
before ever·y general 01· special election the City Manager shall 
prepare and 1ile in ltis offic·e a notice stating• tlw tillle and place of 
holding Sll<'h election and containing a <·ompletC' list of the offie<"s, 
if any, to be :filled, stating w1H'ther fot· a full 01· nu miexpired term, 
and the candidate:-; for eaeh offie<' ·who are entitlPd to lutY<' their 
nanws appear upon the ballot, and in <'aSNl of spedal el<'c·tions, a 
general statemt?nt of tlw proposition or proJ>ositions to be voted 
upon. A copy of such notiee shall b<' published in all suc•(•eeding 
issups of the official papN' of the Oity before the day of elC'ction 
and shall be por,;t(>d at all polling places for at leai-;t Rc>Yen ( 7) dayR 
next preceding and including tl1e day of election. 

SECTION 43. Juclge.<; fflld Clerk.'/ of Election. 'l'he Commission 
shall at least se,,en ('7) days befol'e (laeJ1 municipal eleetion appoint 
tlll'ee (3) qualified voters of each J)l'ecintt to be judges of tl1P 
election tl1erein, aud two (2) or more quali:fiecl t'leetorR of eaeh 
pl'ec>fact to serYe as clerks of Pleetion in such precinet. 
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SlilO'rlON 44. Reg,i,qtmt-ion and Qualification,.; of Voters. lUxcept 
as required by law no registration of voters prior to any election 
shaIJ be l'equired, but. tlie registration and qualification of . voters 
at tlle time of voting shall be the same as is now or may hereafter 
be 1•eqnh'(>(l by the genera1 lawfi of tl1e Rtate reJa6ng to citi(ls of th(l 
same class. 

S:mcTION 45. Non1:inatfons for Office. Tlw mode of nomination 
of all elective officers provJded for by this Cha1•te1; s11a1l be by 
petitfon. No name of any candidate for office shall appear upon 
im;r official baUot unJesR so.· nominated and except as hereinafter 
provid,ed. · 

SFJCTION 46. Noniina'tion PeUtion. The petjtion of nomina­
tion shnJl be signed by not Jess than t\venty-tive ( 25) duly qualified 
<>ledors of the City, not less than t\venty-.fi.ve (25) of whfoll 
signatures slutU be verified by a:ffidav.it or afiida,vits, annexed to 
RU(•.h petition, executed by some person or persons, who inny or 
nrny not be petitioners, having knowledge of the fac.t and veritr 
of the signatures annexed to said petition; The petition ancl 
affidavits sliaU read substantinJiy as folfows : 

~tate of M~nnesota} ss PETI'fION OP NOMINA.'l'ION 
·· '-.;ounty of >1tevens J 

The undersigned do hereby petition for the nomination 
of. _ _,.._____ ·~-----, whose l'esidence is 
in Morris, for the office of ·••N ................... , to be voted for at the 
municipal election to be held in the OJty of Morris on the 
-···-········ .. -· ... day of ···--~····, 10 ............ . 

Each of the undersigned does hereby further 1·ep1·e­
sent that he, the undersigned, js a qualified (~lector of the 
City of 1VIorris and is not at the ti.me of signing this 
petition a signer of any otbei• petition of nomination of 
any other ranclidate for said office. 

(Siguecl) ............. ••···-~-------
(Signed)--------················"············ 

State of l\finn('sota l. 
County of Stevens J s1-1 VERIFIOA.~rION 

-----·· being duly sworn, deposes and says : 
'l'hat he ]mows the signatures - of each of the 

persons-of -··········--··, some of the persons- ( cross out 
inconsistent 1>rovisio11s) whose munf's appear as signator­
ies to the annexed petition of nomination; that he lmows 
tl1at each of. ~aid signatmes is the genuine signature of 
the per•son whose signature it purports to be; and tl1at Jw 
Yrrily bPli(lY'<'s that <'tteh of said persons f'X<'(·utNl said 

\/ 
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petition having full knowledge of the contents and purpose 
of said petition. 

(Signed) ···-• .. -----····---............ _ ... _ 
Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this .................. day of -·-·--, 19 ...... -... . 
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All such petitions sl1all be presented to tlle City Manager not 
more than thirty (30) days nor less than twenty ( 20) days before 
the . election. The City l\fonagel' shall endorse thereon the date 
when the petition was presented, and by whom ptesented. 

No electo1• shall sign petitions for more than one (1) ci'tndidate 
for any one office at any election. 

In case· any elector signs petitions for more than one candidate 
fo1• any one office at any election, his signature shall be valid as to 
the J)etitio11 first 1iled, but void as to all suchpetitions subsequently 
filed, and shall be str•icken by tl1e Oit3, lfanag·er from all such 
subsequent petitions. . 

SECTION· 47. Emaim,lnMion of Petition-An1,endment-:l?iling. 
When a petition of nomination is p1•esented to the City Manager for 
filing~ he sl1all forthwith examine the san1e, and asce1-tai11 wl1etl1er 
it eonfo1'lns to the provisions of thi.s Charter. If found not to 
conform thereto, he sl1all thr.11 and there in writing on sai(l J)etition 

. ·. st.atflc the r·eason why suc,h :petition does not so. eonfo1·m•, and. :,hall 
fortlnvith return the petitfon to the J)erson Jlresenting the samr. 
'l'he petition 111.ay then be amended and agafo

1 
but not later tJiau 

tln·ee ( 3J days after said petition idw,11 Jrn ve bern retm·nrd, 1wes'entpd 
to tlie Cit;\'· Manager, ·who 1:!hall fortlnv.ith 1m>eee<l to examine the 
amended petition. If either the original or t11e amended petitfon of 
nomination be folllld sufficient, as l1erei11befol'e p1·ovided, the City 
l\1Ianager shall file the same fortlnv:ith, and endorse thereon the 
date and hoUl' of filjng. . 
· SECTION 48. Ballots. 'l'he City Managrr mrnll <'allse ballots 

for each general and srwciaI election to be preJ)arecl and JH'inteu. 
Such ballot shall contafa a con11Jlete list of tlle offices to be :filled 
and the names of tJ1e eandidatrs nominated thP1"eforc>. If more 
tlian one ( 1) candidate is nominated for the same office the names 
of the candidates fo1• such office shall be arranged in the alphabetical 
order of their surnames. Not1Jh1g on the ballot shall be indieativc 
of the som•c•e of th~ candidacy or of the support of any candidafo. 
No ballot sli,.'111 have printed tJw1·eon any party or political 
designation or mark or anything indicath1g t11e l)at'ty affiliation, 
Yiews or opinions of the canclidafo. 

SECTION 49 . . A,ustrcilia.n Ballot System,. Except as otherwise 
1)l'ovided by this Ohartei· all mmlicipal elections shall be hrJd ancl 
conducted · 11nde1• the so-called "Australian Ballot System" as 
j11·oi·ided by Jaw for general elections. • 

; · SECTION 50. Challenger. One voter sele<'fed by c,ac·h candidate 

l7 
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ancl having a writ.ten statrment from tlie rauclidate lie represents 
stating· tlw,t he J1as been appointed by the ca11didat(' as a cl1a1Jenge1·, 
shall be allffWPd to remaiu within the railing in thf' 1·oom wlwl'e th<' · 
Plection is bPh1g held at eaC'h voting plaee m1ti1 th<> votes are counted 
and t11£' result.i::i annou1w-ed, and Sll<'J1 J)<:Wson Rhall have all the 
l)Owers and dnties of c1rn11r11g<1rs Ht g·<111pra1 el<'c·ti.ons u11d<1r A'eJH'n1I laws. 

f4ECTION 51. Oam1wu1 of Eleatfon.i;;. As soon aR th.e poJls m·e 
dosed, th<1 judg<>f'l of election for each precinrt shall 01>E>n the ballot 
boxes of sucl1 precinct, take therefrom and count the ba11ots rast 
£01• each candidate, and make tl1eir statement and retul'll thereof 
nucl file tJ1e same with tJu, City 1\fanairer, on fornm providC'd for 
tlrnt purpose. S11r]1 1•etmn slla.11 incJude: 

(a) Tl1r total number of good baHoti:; <'aM. 
(b) The total nnmber of spoiled or d<'fP<•tfre bnlJots. 
f e ) TI1e vote fo1• ea0.Ji <'audidate. 
( d) A trlie copy of the ballots used. 
(e) The names of the judges and cl0rlni of eJ('<'ffon, nnd 
(f) Such· othe1• information as rnay rseem perti11e11t. 

_ \Yithin three (3) days after the filing of such Rtatrment~ Ill](! 
teturns the 0onimission shall meet and canvass the e1retiou retm•nN 
n11d 11ml-:e full declaration of the resultR tberPof, and shnlJ d<'0lrm• 
rac h person i\Tl10 receives the g1·N1ter mun brr of the good ha II ots cast 

. for an office to be duly elpctrd. Any ballot cast for a 1ie1·son not 
qualified or anthorized to ho1cl the offie<' for wlifr]1 Hud1 ballots 
:tl'e rast shall be eonsidrred spoiled or defective as· to that ofti<'('. 
Any tfo shall be decided bv lot bv tlle 0ommfasion . 

. Upon completion of fHl('h can'.vasR and return the Oity 1\fonap;l'r 
sl11111 forthwitli notif:v the ofliee1• or offi<'c>ts ('lf•<'ted of tlwir ('lPction 
by written notice served personally or by registered mail. 

SECTION 52. P.1·e.~ert:atio11 of Record.<i. The City nfanag'l'J• 
Rhall preserve in 11:is office all petitions of nominations, hallotR and 
o'ther 1·e<•ord,"! and papers r·elative to any c>Je<'tion fOl' · n pe1•iod of 
two (2) years after SU<'h election. 

SFJCTION 58. Bol-iciting at or near Pollhtg Plac<'.,;. It shall be> 
unJmvful for any person at, or within one hundred (100) fret of; 
tl1e building in whfol1 any polling pfa<'e is situatrd on thr day of 
nn.v election to ask, solfoit or in any manne1• try to inducr OJ• 
persuade any Yote1' on such e]ertion day to vote for or against or 
1•efmi11 from voting- fol' or ag•ainst nny <'andidafo or lneasurr 
snbmittc>cl to the 1,eople, or to rm'l'y, <·fr<'u]ate or dist1·ibnte, or 
NlllR<" to be dreuJated or clistr1b11ted, any e111·d8, litr1·aturc>, sig-1m 
or ot.]wr rnattei•R or thin~R for Hn:v of suc11 Plll'lJoseR. 

~EOTION 54. lJJxpen~lit111·e11. ·,l,he total of uJI expenditurrs by 
and on beha.If of any randidate and ·w:ith JiiH Jmow"Iedge and c·onl'lent 
h1 aid of Jiis <'lretion shall not ex<'eed :fifty dollnrs ($50.00). No 
exprnditm·Ps ril1a1l be mad<' lw 01• on bcJ1aJf of an~· ealldidafo rxcrpt 

0 

. 
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(a) For maintenance of headquarters and for all rentals 
and.other,expenses facident to the holding of 1mblic meetings, 

(b) For necessary stationery, postage, telephone mes­
senger, clel'ical assistance :incident to the preparation and 
dist1•ibution of letters and lite:im,ture, . 

(c) For necessary expenses inciq.ent to the furnishing 
and printing of badges, banners and ot11er insignia, to the 
pdnting and posting of cards, ,hand-bills, posters, lithograph 

~ 3:nd. other campaignliterature and the distribution ther~of, 
(d) For campaign advertising in newspapers, periodicals 

or other magazines or by radio, 
( e).. For wages and actual necessary personal expenses 

of public speakers, organizers and musicians, and .. 
(f) For traveling e.xpenses of candidates and, personR 

a.cting , on t]ieir behalf, · . · . · 
(g) Por polling lists, and challengers at the J)Olls,. . 

SECTION 55. D'isq:ualification of Candidates. .Any YioJation 
of the provisions of sections 53 or 54 hereof with the knowledge and 
consent of any candidate shall be deemed a violation of tltis section 
by such candidate .. 

· Any violation. of any of the 'provisions of this section by any 
candidate shall disqualify him for holding tl:Le office for wllich lie 

· is a candidate and if elected shall invalidate such election. 
SECTION 5G. AddUfonal R,egi~lations-Absent Yoters. 1'he 

Commission mar b;v ordinance make such :idditional regulations 
and provisions relating to votj11g by J)ersons absent or under 
disability, qualifications and disqualifications of candidah~s, the 
cond1ict of campajgns, and ot11e1•. matters relating to elections as 
may appea1· necessary or proper, subject to the provisions of thir,; 
Chart~1: and the laws. of the State gm•erning cities 11mTing hom<> 
rule Chartei•s. 

. CHAPTER VI. 
Initiative, Referendum and Recall. 

IN GENERAL 

SECTION 57. Powets ReseiTert by the PeovTe., 1'he people of 
the City of Morris reserYe to themselves the powers, in acc-ordance 
wtth the provisions of tliis Charte1•, to initiate and adopt ordinances, 
ancl resolutions of the kind required by tllis Charter to be published, 
to reqt1ire any and all such ordinances and resolutions passed by 
the Commission to be referred to the electorate for approval or 
disappl'Oval, and to recall elected public officials. . '.l'hese powers 
shall be called the initiative, the referendum, and the recall, 
respectively. . 

SECTION 58. F'U1·ther Reg1ilatio11.s. The Commission ma~' by 
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ordinance provide fnrthe1• regulations for the initiative, referf'nd1m1 
and reran as may appear proper•, not inMnsistent witll this Ohm•h•l·. 

INITIATIVE 

SECTION. 59. Tn-itiation of lJf ea,,;ure8. Any proposed ordimtll<'C', 
01• resolution of the ldnd reqnil'ed by fllh, Charter to be published, 
r<"lating to any measure of public concfl•n may he initintfd by 
petition as h('reinafter provided. 

SECTION 60. ln·itfrrt,it·e P<Jt-iUon.. 11.he J)f't,ition fo1' the initia­
tion of any such ordinance or 1•esolution shall lw addressed to th<" 
Oity OommiRsion tmd shall inrlude a eopy of tI1e proposed ordinm1(•(~ 
or I'l

1solution · and shall be signed by a numbet• of duly qualified 
<>l(>cfot•s of tlle (/jty eq11.al to at l<'ast ten per cent ( 10%) of the total 
nu1uber of votes cast at the last p1:eceding geneml municipal 
ele>etion, which petitione1•s; how('Yer, shall not be l<'ss than fifty ( 50) 
in number. .AH the signatlll'es need not h<' on one signature paper, 
but. the circulator of evel•y sueh paper shall make and atta<'h 
thc>rc>to his' affidavit that Nw11 signature appended to the papf'r 
is tl1e g<'nttine signature of the person whose name it purp01·ts to 
b<'. 'l'he petition aud affidavits shn.11 read subRta:ntiaUy as follows ~ 

J,witi<tth,e Petitz'on 

Rfate of l\fi. 'unes.ota }. ss 
County of Stevens ' 

The> undersigned, eaclt tepresenting Iiimself to be a 
qualified elector of the City of l\fonis, and understanding· 
tJ1e terms and nature of tl1e following measure, do 1wreby 
J)etition · the Commission of said City for the adoption Ol'

7 
in lieu t11ereof, for the subm.isslon fo the eleetor:-1 of said 
City fo1• their adoption, of the following- m0asn1.·e, to-wit: 

Ordinance, (or) Re,r;;ol-titio11 

( h<'l'e insc>rt <'Xact eopy of proposed ordinance or t•e:;;olution) 
(Signed) 
( Signed) .................... , __ _ 

Rfafo of Minn<'sota } ss 
County of Rtevens T• 'fi f' , en. ra wn 

................ _~-, being duly swom, deposc>s and says : 
That he knows the sig·natnres-of <>ac11 of the> pe1•som{ 

-of ·"·---~--·-· some of the persons, ( cr·oss out. intonsist­
ent. provision) whose nameri appear as signa,tod<'s to the 
annexed petition; that J1e knows tliat. each of said signa­
tures is the genuine signature of tl1e JJ<'l'Son wl10se 
signature it purpo1•ts to be• and that he YPl'il;\' b<'liC1Yc>s 
that <'ach of said Jwrsons :-x:ecnt<'d said petition having· 
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full knowledge of the contents and 1mrpose of said 
petition. '· 

Subscribed and sworn to befo1•e me 
thi:;; ··-- day·of .............................. , 19 ............ . 

RECTION 61. JJJ:rca.1n·incition of PeUtio11,.....-A11umclnient-Filing. 
·when a11 initiative petition is presented to the City Manager for 

. :filing, he sl1all forthwith endorse thereon the mnne of the person 
1wesenting said petition, examine tlw sam(l and ascertain ,vhether 
it, conforms to the p1•ovision1-1 of this Ohartel'. If found not to 
conform thereto he sl1all tlwn and there in writing on said petition 
state the ·reason why such petition dors not so confoi•m and f01·th­
·with retmn the petition to said person presenting the Bame, or to 
such otl1er prrEon as he may reqnf'st. Th<" J)<"tition may then bf' 
amf'nded nnd again bt1t not later than thirty (30) days after ifa 
return to such petiti011er, presented to the Oity Manager, who sJrnU 
forthwith proceed to f'xamine thf' anwnded J)etition. If eitht>r tl1e 
ol'iginal or such amended'petition be found suffic·imt as J1ereinbefore 
pl'OYided, the Cit.y Manager shall :file t11e smne forthwith. None 
of tlie provisions of this sertiou shall 1wejudirf' the preparation, 
signing and filing of a U('W petitfon for tl1e i;;anw purpose at any 
time, nor slia11 it 1weve11t tlie Commission from adopting the 
mrasti1•e or refe1•ring tbe memmre to the elertorR as hf'refoafter 
1n·0Yided, at i.ts option. 

SECTION 62. Action on PetiUon. ,vm1in thirty (30) dayR 
after t,he filing of such petition the Comrnii,;sion shall either 

(a) Pass the proposed ordinance or resolution without 
alteration, or 

(b) Order an Plertion to be h<>ld thl'reon at any muniei­
pal election orc;urring within nfo('ty ( 90) days thereafter, or 
at a prior special election ra1led for tliat purpose. 
Provided, · 110wever, that if w;itllin said thirty-day period 

a majority of the petitioners. sha1l file with tl1e City Man­
ager a petition for tlw withchawal of their names from 
surh pl'tition, then tlw petition Hhall b<> <·onsidf'rrd abandoned 
and withdrawn. Provided, also, tllat th<" OonnnisRion may within 
said tl1irty-day period pass an nlternative ordinanec, or resolution. 
Stlch alternatiye measurp shall not bt>come. t>ffPc·.tiYe unless the 
measure submitted bv the elector/'l is abandoned al'/ Jwreiubefore 
p1•ovided. 'l.,hf' Conmiission may, how~Yer, submit sud; ~lternatiw 
measure to the electors at the same tune mi tlie · subnuss10n of the 
measure proposed by the petition and tlle same nrny be adopted 
or othe1'1V1se by the electors as hereinafter provided . 

.RECTION 63. Notice of Election. "\Yhen<>ver any ordinance or 
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1•e1mlutiori is to be subm1tted to the YOte of t1w peoplC' m1clei• t1ie 
initiative provisions of tMs Charter, noti.ee of <"lection shall ~f\ 

given as provided by sertion 42 of thii-i Charter, and sha11 in<'lude 
a eompJete c•opy of the initiativ<> petitfon, inrh!.ding the orclinanee 
or 1•eso1ntfon to be ·submHtecl, but Px<·'lnding signatmes and VC'rifi~ 
catiom;. 

AECTION 64. Ballot,':. The ba1lots URC'd. ·when voting upon any 
ordinnnre or reRo1ntion shall state the Rubsta11ce th<'reof and shall 
give thP voter t11e oppol'tnnity to vote eithe1· '-for the measnr<>'' or 
"against the weasm•e". If a majol'ity of the electors voting on any 
sud1 measur•e shall vote in favor ther(lof it shall tlwreupon ·beeonu, 
au ordhia11<'<' or resolution of the City as the case may be, exrept 
in the rase of alternative 01·dinan<•N; or rrsolutions,· ju wl1iC'l1 cas<' 
the Orflinance 01· rPsolution rereivi11g. the lnrgest majority of affir­
rnn.t;ive votes shall be adopted and the other ordina11ee: or l'eim1ut.ion 
<1Pcfa1•C'd defeated . 

. SECTION . 65. Ru1Jm.:i8,~fo11, by Oonrnii.1/ilion. Any orcl:inhilcit>, 
reF-olut.ion orJneaRm~e thnt the Oommii::sion 01· tJ1e qualHied Plec•tOJ'R 
of the City shall have m1tho1•it~, to enaet, the Oo1nmission u1ay··o'f 
its own motion rmlm1it to the elector,ts for' a:doption 01• rejPr:tion at 
any gene1•al or special elertfon in tlw Fmme. manner and 'with thr 
same forre nnd effect fls is pl'ovided for ordinances or ref-iolutionR 
:;mlnuitted on petition. 

RECTION 66. Amen(lm,ent-Repeal. No ordinaneC:' or temlu­
i'ion adopted by vote of t]ie people shall be amended 01' .repC'a 1c>cl 
within :five years aft(lr jfa adoption exN1pt by an amencling or 
l'<'}WHlin~ ordinance or rC'solntfon submittPd to nHd adopted by t]w 
clertor~ in arrordanre with the J>roviRiomi of this Chaptrr. 

REFERENDlTl\I 

~ECTION 67. nu: R<?-fere11clu111.. ( 1 ) If J)l'ior to OH, date ,,·hm 
an ordinan<"e or l'N;olution of the kind I'equirrd by thiR 0hartrr 
to be published, takes effN1t a l'<'frrf'ndum prtition as lwrrinnft<'l' 
vroYidfd b(l :filed with tlw Oit;\' 1\fanager 1•equer;tinp; tlmt Rnf'l1 
ordinance 01• resolution, 01· an:.v llai•t tllereof, bP rrpealed or br 
submitted to a ,tote of th0 <1lrrtoi·s,the saicl ordinanr" m· rt'solution, 
or :,;ections ther('of to which objeetfon has brm 1·aised by the pet.Won, 
:-:hall thN·(lby be RnspeudPd from going in to onC'ratfon nnH1 nw 
r<>peal tlwreof, abandonment or withdrawa1 of the 1wtitio11, or tJ1(> 

]101dfog of the elertion thereon, as Jiereinaft<'I' J)rovided. 
(2) The requir(1ments and proviRio11s laid down in Sedion (il 

of thiH (1}1a1•ter for examination, arnendnwnt and filing· of initiatire 
petitionR shall govrrn and r.ontrol the e:xamination, amendment arnl 
ii.ling of rrfpr•rndum p!:'t.itions, exeept tliat Fmrh rr<1uire11wntK oi· 
1n·ovisiomi Hl1all not br roustrnecl to nuthorizP the :filing of p.n;v-
1•eferendurn petition aft<>r tl1e taking eff Pet of tiw owlinmw<> or 
1~eHolution 1'eferrrd to; ~ 
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(8) Within thirty (30) days after the filing of such petition 
the Commission shall. either 

(a) Repeal the ordinanee or resolution or sections 
thereof to '\vl1ich objection lias been raised by the petition, in 
which case such repeal shall take immediate effect, or 

(b) Order an election to be held the1·eon at any 1ntmid­
pal election occurring witllin n.inety ( 90) days thereafter, 01• 

. nt a 1n•.ior special election called for that purpose. 
Pmvided, however, that if within said tl1.it'ty-day periocl a 

majority of the petitioners sliall file with the City Manag·er a peti­
tion for the wit11drawal of their• llames from suc:fi petition, then tl1e 
petition shall be considered abandoned and ·withdrawn: 

· . SECTION 68. Rcfe,rcndum PeUtfon,. TJ1e referendum petition 
shall be addressed to the City Commission and shall include a copy 
of the ordinance 01• resolution refer1:ed to and shall stnte whetlier 
objection is made to the entire measure or if not shall specjfy tlrn 
sections oo:· parts thereof to whicl1 objection i8' made. The rC'quire­
ments laid down in Section 60 of tllis CJunter as to :initiative 
1>etitions, including· the quali:ficat.ion and number of petitioners, and 
the verification of signa.tm·es shall apply to referendm11 l)etitions. 
i 111e referendum petition and a:fficlavits shall read substantially n!'l 

.. follo.ws: 

REFERENDUM: PETI'l'ION 

Stnte of l\finnesota } ss 
Connty of Stevens ' 

. 'l'lle m1dersigned, ea.ell representing himself to be a 
· g_ualified ·elector of i;he City of l\forris and m1derstandi.ng 
the terms and m1ture of the folJowing 1Masure, do Jiereby 
petition the Commission of said City for the repeal, or, in 
Heu thereof, for the submission to the eleetoi·s of said City 
for their repeal, -of all of- of sections . . ...... of ..... . 
( cross out foconsistent provisions), the following measnre, 
to-wit: 

Onlln(t,nce (ot) Re.1;ofo,tion 

(Herc insert exaet copy of ordinance or resolnt:ion) 

(Signed) 
(Signed) 
(Signed) ··---------­

(Verification as fa tJ1e case of initiative petit.ions.) 

SECTION 69. Notice of Election. vVhenever an ol'djnauce or 
l'esolution is to be submitted to the vote of the people under the 
referendum provisions of this Charter notice of election shall he 
giYc>n nH 1woviclecl b~· See. 42 of this Charter and Hlmll jndndc a 
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complete copy of the referendum petition, including tJ1e whole of 
the 01•dina11ce 01· resolution to all of which or any part of ,ylliclt 
objection is made: but c>xcluding signatnl'es and verifications. 

SECTtON 70. Referendum. Ballots. 'rlle. ballots used in re­
ferendum election1-1 shaJI conf0l'ln to t11e rules laid down in Section 
64 of tl1is Cl1arter for initiative ballots. Jf a 111a.fo1•ity of tl1e 
rlectors voting on any such measnre RhaJI vote againRt the meaRUl'<'; 
it shall thereupon become repra1ed; otherwise it shall go in to 
ope1·ation eitl1('r innnNUnt<•ly or at s11rl1 Jatel' date as lllay be 
sp€1rifiecl"tlterein. 

S:mCTION 71. Re-e1utctment-Arnenclm,e11,t-Repeal. No ordi11-
a11cr-. or l'<'solntion submitted to the eJerito:ri;i under th0 n•ferendllm 
JWOYisiom; of this Charter Flhall be rc•-macted, amended 01• repealerl 
within :five years the1·eafter except by a re-enn<•.thig, amending· or 
tcpealing ordinunM or resolution sulnuitted to arnl adoptPCl b;y the 
ek'Ctors nncfor tlH' Initin.tiYe proviRions of this 011m'ter .. 

RECALL 
SECTION 72. The Rec(1ll Petition. Tl1e petitfon for rccan of 

any official shaH be addresF1ed to the rnty CommisRion and shall 
include a gene.ral statement of the g1•om1ds for removal in not more 
than two hm1dred (200) wordsand shall be signed by duly qualified 
electors of the City equal in number to at least t,venty-:five per rent 
(25%) of the total ballots ca1,t at the eledion at which surh official 

1Ya8 elected, whicl1 petitioners, liowever, shall not be less than one 
lmndred (100) h1 munber. A.11 t11e Rignatures need :not be on one 
signature paper, but tJ1e <·.irrnlat01• of eym•y rmch pa.per slmll make 
and attaeh thereto lliH affidavit that <'ach signature appended to 
the paper• fa tl1e gem.tine signatlll'e of the pe1·Ron ·wJ10se name H. 
purpo1•ts to be. One 0l' more of the sjgners of such petition s1iall 
also make and attach ther<'to Ms affidaYit tJrnt the Rtatementr:; 
th('rein made ai·e frue of hii;i own knowledge or to the best of Ms 
knowledgc, information aucl belief. The petition and affidavits 
shall rend substantially ns follows: 

RECALL PETITION 
State or l\I innPi:;ota} 
C f at Sfi onnty o i~ <'VPns 

~'he undcnli g11ed, <'ad1 l'C'JJI'Nl<'II ting 11 im sr Jf to Ile n. 
clnl~, qnali:fiecl c>Jector of tlw 0itr of M01•1·iic;, and nuder­
standing· the rni.ture of t]i., clmrges agnim~t the offic'<'l' 
J1erein sought to be 1•era.lled, do hei·eby J)etition tJ1e 
Commissi.ou of said Oity for the snlnnission to t11c Ple<'tors 
of saicl City of the l'C'Call of ····--- from his oinee ns 
.......... ~····-·-- on the foUowing grom1ds, to-wit.: 
(Here state gl'ounds for removal in not more than 200 



CHARTER OF CITY OF Monms, l\IINNESOTA 

words.) 
(Signecl) 
(Signed) --------··········-~··· .. -
(Signed) 

(Verification as fa the ca:,;e 

State of Minnesota} ss 
County of Steveirn 

of Initiative Petitions) 

Affidavit 

............. _ ............... '.., -being duly sworn, deposes and says : 
That lie is one of the JJersons wl10 signed the am1execl 

J)etitlon; t.J1at he has read the same and knows tlie 
co11fonts thereof and that <?ac.J1 and all of the matfors, 
E,tatements and tllings t11ereh1 contained are true of his 
own knowledge-to the best of hifi knowledge, information 
nml belief. (Gross out inconsistent provisions.) 

(Slgnecl) 
Subscribed and sworn to before me 

_ this ·····-····• ...... day of ... , ... : .............. ,,, 19 ............ . 
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RFJCT!ON 73. Emarn,incttion of Petition-:lirnendmcnt-.Filing. 
The requirements m1d provisions Jajd_ down ju Section 01 of _this 
Charter for examination, amendment and :filing of initiative 
petitions sl1all govern and control the examinat.iop, amendment and 
:filing of recall petitions. 

SECTION 74. Oopy to O.ifioic1,l-Resigncltfon-Ans-wer. '\Vithin 
:five (5) days after the :filing of i-;ncll p<'tition, or as soon thereafter 
as the official whose 1•ernoval jR sought can be found in the City, 
the City Manager shall cause n certi.fiC>d copy tller<'of to be serv<'d 
upon tl1e official whose remoYal is tought. Such official Rha]l th('n 
1:fo allowed ten (10) clays after the service of such certified copy 
upon him in which to :file with the Cit)' Manager• Ms written ani;;w<'r 
in not more than four hundred ( 400) wo1•dR to tlw clrnrges contah1Nl 
in sneh 11l"tition if lie chooses to do so, 01• his written rer;;ignation 
from -such of'firr if l1e d100F,rR to do Ro. Upon th<> tiling of i;;nd1 
written resignation th<' same slrnll fokr imm<.'diat<' C>ffC'c-t. 

AJiJCTION 7!5. RrC'all Election. Upon tll<' filing of such petition 
ancl expiratfo11 of Raid trn-day 1wriod aft<11~ tl1<.' Rr1ovi<'r of a ropy 
thm·C>of on t}l(l offkin1 Non~l1t to br 1·rmowid, and if wit11in t11e sai<l 
time sn<'h offi<'in.l i-:lmll n<>t llllYP fikd ·witl1 the City ~fanagl'l' J1h1 
resignation nR hereinbrfor<1 provid('(l, tlw Oommisi;don ~lm1l at·. H·s 
nc>xt l'<'guhir m<>et.ing, or at a prior RJ)C>c•iaJ m<'eting eall<>cl for tlmt 
Jltlrpose, p1·oce<>d to <·1111 n 1-1pedal <1lr<'tion to lw }l('lcl not moNt i'lian 
sixty (HO) days aftcj1• 1m<'l1 mertinp;, at whieh <1lediou tl1e (JUC'stion 
of the recall of such official shall 1)(' imbmittrd to a Yote of tlH' 
p<'ople; provided, howC>ver, fliat if any other rnnnkipn1 rll'ction 
is to orrur "\Yithin 1linC'i')r (90) clays nftel' i;.ue]1 lll('Ptinp; th<' 
Commission m.ay in its discretion orde1• the holding of the recall 
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elC'ctio11 at tJ1at time. 
SECTION 76. Notice of Recal[ Election. 1'h<>notice of election 

shall be given as· provided by Section 42 of this Chartet and shall 
include tt comr)lete copy of the 1:ecall J)etition ex(:ept signatures, 
verifkation and affidavits, and shall also include the answer of th<> 
o:ffida1 to the clu-i,1•ges, authorized by this 0hartel' to bi: :filed by 
sueh ofa.<iiaJ ·with the City Manage1'. 

SECTION 77~ Ba,llots. The ballot Rhall read Rubstanti.ally as 
follows: "Shall ....................... :, who is now holding the elc>etiYe of.fie(' 
of -······················ at the City of· M:orl'is be removed from sncJ1 ·office?'' 
1n case a majority of thoHe voting fo1· or against theJ'<-'ca11 of any 
official 1,11:iall vote in favor of recalling such official he shall be 
tlwreby .removed from. office and the vacancy shall thereup(m bC' 
:li11ed flR provided by tllis (J11ar·te1·. · 

SECTION 78. Lim·itcttion-Disq·ucilci-fkution. No recall })etition. 
Hliall be .filed against any officer within six (6) months after the 
(•01mnencement of his terrn of office. No per:-ion who has been 
r<'called from. office or hat'! resigned from such office while recall 
1n·oct~edings wereJ)ending against Jilin shall be eleeted 01· ap1Jointed 
to anJ eJc>etive office in tl1e City within one (1) Y<'ar after su(•.h 
rt1c-a1l or resignation. 

CHAPTER VII. 
City Finances. 

SECTION 79. Oonim-ission, to Control J11incmaes. The Conunis­
sion shall have full authority ovel' the ti.nancfal affairs of the City, 
an<l i,]mll provide for tl1e collectioJl of all 1·evenues · and otlwr 
assets, the auditing and settlement of u.ceounts, and the safokci('ping 
and disbursement of public llloneys, and in t.J1e exercise of a sound 
discretion 1shaJ1 make approprfations f01• the payment of an 
Jiabil itfos and expenses. · 

SECTION 80. lNscal Year. TJie fiscal vem• of tiw Citv shall be 
the calendar year. • ·· 

SECTION 81 .. System, of TmJJat·ion. Subjeet to tl1c> State Oon­
i-;titution; and except as forbidden by it or by State Legislation, tlw 
f!ommission :.:;hall have full power to p1•ov.icle by ordinance fo1• a. 
~.:vstem of local taxation and to cJ1allg<> t]H' flanw from time to time. 
Insofm• as the City p1'o('Ul'e1, a revenue from taxeH npou renl and 
JJersona.1 property as such, it :;.;J1all conform as fuUy as posRible to 
tlle general State law a:-; to the> assessment of such property and 
the collection of such taxek. 

SECTION 82. Bom·il of Eq·Ultlfoation. TlH' Conunii.:;sion shall 
constitute a board of <'qttalization nnd shall meet as Huch in the 
m,mal place for holding conuni.ssion 111eeti.ngs on the fourth lVIond1w 
in ,Tune in f'ach year to. eq11alizc> the aRsessrnents ae<'o1·cliug to law: 
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with power~ however, in the Commission to elwnge the date of 
imch eq:nalization meetings from time to time by published resolti­
tion to (\Onform to general laws re latiug to C'itirs of the fourth elaP.R. 

SECTION. 83. P1repciratio-n of the Annual B1iclget. The City 
Manager shall prepare the estimateR for the annual budget. Such 
estimates shall include principal and iuteJ.•est on bonds. The 
estimates of e.."\'.:penditures shall be arranged for <~ach department 
or division .of tlie City and for each fund under the following hen.dis : 

. Jl) Ordinary expenses (for operation, maintenance, and 
repa,irs) ; and 

(2) Capiti:11 outlays (for new c·onstruct.fon, new equipment, 
and all imp1·cn~emrnts of a lasting character). 
Ordinary·expenses shall be subdivided in to-: . 

(a) Salaries, with a list of all salaried offices · and J)ORitio1i.s, 
withthe salary allowance m1.d the munber of personR holdh1g each; 

(b) Wages; , 
(c) Printing, advertising, telephone, telegraph, express 

charges, and other like items; · 
(d) Supplies and 1·epairs, •with i:iufficient detail tO' be readily 

understood. 
All increasrs auddeerenses shall be dearly shown. In para.ll("l 

'('o}umns sl1a11 be added the amounts granted aud the amolmts 
expej1ded under similal' l1('af1R fo1' the 11::tst hfo eomplet<"d fisca:i 
years and, as far as possible, for the em·rPnt yem'. 1n addition to 
the estimates of expenditmes, the esthnateK Rlrnll inrludl.' n :a:tat('­
ment of tb.e revenue:-, which have a,crtuecl for the past two complete(l 
:fiscal years, with the amounts roll<~decl n.ml tlw uncolJeC'ted 
balances, togethei' with . the same inform.ation, as far as possible, 
for ihe cn.rrent :fiscal year, and an estimate of the l'PYemws for 
the. em:miug :fiscal year. 'l'he statement of revenues for earll yenr 
.!dmll spedfy the following items; sums derived from (a) taxation, 
(b) fees, ( <') :fines, ( d) interest, ( e) mfa<•ellaneous, not inc·lnded 
in the foregoing, (f) saleH ancl rentals, (g) operation of public 
utilities, (h) special asi;;essnients, n.nd (i) RalPS of bondR and other 
obligation. Such estimates shall be printecl or typewritten, and 
thPre slia11 be at least six ( 6) copieR, on(> to fil<', one for each 
member of the Commission, one fo1· tl1e City Manager, and one for 
the City Treasure1•, 'J'he estimates shall be 1mb111ittecl. to th<' 
Conuniission at its regtllar mont11ly meeting in Augmit. The City 
Manager may st1b111it ,vith the estil))atrs tmC'h C'Xplanatory :-;tatement 
or statenients as he may deem neeessary. 

SECTION 84:. Pa-s8age of the Biiclge.t. 'J;he budget iailiall be the 
pl'incipal item of busineRS at the regular monthly meeting of the 
C.onmdssion in August, and the Connnission 1-1hall Mld adjonmed 
meetings froln time to time until all the estimates haw been 
<'<>nRidered. The meetings sl1all be' so co11durted aR to give interest<'d 
dtizens a reasonable amount of. t.hne in wllich to be h(>fml, and 
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a,11 opportunity to ask such questions as may seem pertinent to 
them. '1.11w budget estimates sl1al1 be> read in fulI, and the City 
Manager shall explain the variom; iteU1s ther•eof ~1s fully as may 
bo deemed necesRary by the Commission. . The annual budget 

· finally ag1:eed 11p011 slut11 be a tesolution i,etti11g forth in detan 
the <'ompll?te N,tiinates of the City fo1• the ensuing fiscal year. It 
shall indicate • the sums to be raised mHl f1•0111 what sourec•s, and 

· the estimated sums to be spent and fen• what purposes, according 
to tl1e. plan indic•ated in Section 83. Tlie total sum appror,riafod 
shall be foss tlian the total estimated revenue by a safe mar14in. 
'J'he Commission shall .adbpt th<~ budg<'t 1·esolution not later than 
1h(1 fir:-.t day of October. 

SECTION 85. Enf01·oement of the Budget. It shall be the duty 
of the City Manager to enforce strictly the proYh!ionR of tlie budget. 
He shaU not approve any order upon the Oity 'l'reasnrer fDr any 
expenditure un]('ss an appropriation hm; been made in t]ie budget, 
nor for an;r expenditure c·ove1•ed by tlw budg0t unlPss thl?rP is a 
Hn:fficient unexpended balance left aftrr deducting the total pa Rt 
<'X])enditur('S ancl the sum of all outHtandi.ug orders and encmn­
brances. No officer or employee of the City shall plaee any ordf'I'H 
or make any purchases exc<'JJt for the purposes and to the amountR 
n uthorized ju thr budg·et. Any obligation incur·1•ed by any person 
in the employ of thC:' City for any pmpo8P not autl10riz('d in thP 
lmdgPt or· for nny amount in excess of t1H1 amount therein authoriz<'d 
shall be a personal obligntfon upon tlw verson i11cnrring the 
expenditure. 

SECTION 86. illteratia1rn -in tlw Bitclget. Aftrl' the budg('t 
shall haw been duly adopted, tl1e Conunission shall not hnve JJower 
to iuerea1,m the amounts t,hrrein fixed, wJwther bJ' tl1e iUR<'rtion of 
1ww items or otherwise, beyond the estimated r0ven11es, 1mlesH th<> 
a<'tual r<'ceipts from roH<>ctions of taxes and f.lJ)<'cial assessmenfa, 
nnd obligations isFmed again!-lt the fund, sl1a1I exeeed R1wh estimate:-;, 
nnd in tllat event not beyond suC'h a<'tual receipts. 'l'he smns tixed 
in the budgl't Rha.11 be and J:>ecorne appropl'iat<'d at the bPghrning 
of tlw fiscal y<'ar for• tlw severnl purposes namecl t1ie1·<'in and no 
other•. 'l'he Commisi:;iou may at any time, by a rl'i-,olution reduee 
Ul(• smns approprfoted but not focm·r('d for any other p1wposp, 01· 
m1thoriz<' tlw trn1rnfer of smus from nnPxpended balaMcs to other 
pmposes. 

SECTION 87. Lrvy anrl Oollectim1 of Tame.,;. On or befor<' the 
fiest da~r of October Pach vear tlw. Commission s11all lrvy by rc•soln­
tion thC' taxes nrcf'ssary 'to meet tl1e requirements of tlle budget 
for the ensuing :fisral year. 'l'lw Oity :Manager shall transmit to 
tJw County Auditor annuall)r, not Inter tJum tlH' tenth day of 
Oc::tober, a stateinc>nt of nll tlie taxes l<'vied, and sueh taxes i-,hal1 be• 
collected and the payment, thereof hr enforced ·with and in lik<" 
mmmer ai;; state ancl rmmt:v taxrs. No tax sha11 br foralicl b;l" 

' 
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reason of any informality in the manner of levying the same, nor 
beeause tl1e amount levied slrnU exceed the amount requ.ired' to oe 
raised fol' the special 1mrposes for wllich the same is levied, but 
in that. case tl1e Rurplus shall go in to thr fm1d to whi<'h such t~Lx 
l>elongs. · 

SECTION 88. Tam Settlem,ent, ivith Ooi1;n,ty TreaS1.we1r. The 
City 1\'fauager shall see to it that all moneys in tlw County Treasury 

. belonging to the City are promptly turned over to the City Treasur­
e1• accordi11g to law and placed in the proper fundi:i. 

SECTION 80. Disbur,'?ements. How llfacle. All disbursements 
shall be made only upon tl1e order of the Mayor auc1 City Manage1•, 
duly authoriZNl by the Commission, ancl every imeh authorbmtioi1 
and .order slwll specif:v the purpose for wllirlt tJ1e disbnrsemt~nt iR 
made, and inc1irate Orn proper fund out of ·which it is to be paid. 
Ea<::h such 01·clr1· sJrnll l)e direetrd to the ':f.lreasui:·e1·, and tlrn latter 
shal1 issue a check payable to the order· of the person in whoim 
favo1• the or-cler was dra,n1. 'l'he Treasnr<>r i-;lrnll if'lRU<' no <"hN·k 
upon any City fnndi:: except upon such order. No surh order or 
check shall br iRsued until thrre iR money to the errdit oi' the fund 
out of whfrh it is to be paid, s11:ftiC"ient' to pa;v t)H1 snmr tog-rtlH'r 
,vi.th all thrn 011hitanding d1<0 <•1rn and encumbrauC'es upon snch 
fund, Any order or authorization for th(' J)ayment of mo1uw 
violating an.v provision of this section shall b(! void, ancl an:-r of'li<-er 
of the City viofatillg any provision of tllis seC'tion shall he personally 
respomi.ib]e f01• the amount of such payment:;;, if any such paynwnt 
is made contrary to the provisions ltereof. No contraet requiring 
the payment of monc>y l>y the City shall be valid unless thc> pnr·ticnlar 
fund out of which the same is to be Jlaid is HpN•ified h1 mu·h 
contrnct. No claim against the City Hhall lw allowed unless VN·ified 
nn<l accompanied by an itemized bill or voueher. No J)ayr·oll, 01' 

time s}1<>et Rlinll b0 allowed or orde1·<'d paid nnlrsR i:iigned b~• t.J1e 
rPi-iponsible ofliepr who Jrn1-1 persmnal knowledge of thP facts in thP 
eaHe and vourhes for the eorrectn.eHs nud J'('aw1rnblell('H8 of tlw 
<·Jahn. 'tihe O'ommission nmy by ordinanre make furtlier regu.lations 
for th,e safe-keeping and disbm•,c.1em0nt of tl1e City's fm1ds. 

SECTION 00. Ji'w1d.r; to be Kept. ThPre shaH be maintainc1d in 
t11e 0i.ty Tr<1asur•~r the follo-wing fundH for th<1 Hllpport of wllich the 
Commission may levy taxes : 

. (l) A Sinking Fw,cl, I:Por the purchase or payment when due 
of any bonds or other obligatfons of the City not otlle1·wise provicled, 
limited, or required to be purrhased or pnicl out of any other fund 
and to pay the interest on all such bonds nud otl1e1• obligations. 
The Oomn1fa1-1ion slial1 levv nn murna] hLx Huffirient to rneet all 
obligations agHinst thi.s fui1d wJ1en dne unless otJ1erwise provide<l 
for. 

(2) A Public Safety F1md1 For the rnaintenanee nncl oper­
ation of the Fire D<>partment, the Police Department, and th~ 
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Iiealth Department.. · 
· . (3) A. Libmry .F1t-11d, For the iIUprovement, maintenance 

and sup11ort of the publk library. Jn to this fund sha1l be 1mid all 
gifts, de,,ir.f'fi: or bequest~ made for the improvem.ent, maintenance 
or support of such library. 

'(4) A· P•ubUa Worlrn P1M1.d, For tJ1e acquisition, creation, 
hnprovement, maintenance, and repair of highways of the· Oit,v, 
ineln{ling gravel pits and other real · or J)enmnal property for 
llighway purposes. In to this flmd shall be paid the Jl'rocecds and 
income from all pt·orwrt;v acquired or maintained from. tl1iR -:fnml 
nud all lirrnses, fpes,;_01: kv:ier.:i imposed upon _motor vellicles. 

(5) A Pernui11ent Iniprm:e111,<3-1tt F1rnd) 1Vhicb. shall be used 
, - (a) To pay the cost of_ all real pro1)erty whicl1 flie City 

shall acquire, payment for ·whie11 is not otherwise proYided for 
out of othel' funds; . ' 

(b) To pay siich proportion of the co!'t of local 
improvements as slmll<lernlve upon the City; · · 

· · (c:) To :finance loeal"improvemenfa thitt m·e to be paicl 
for in wl1ole. or in part fro1u special assessnwntr-; against bene-
fited property; . . . 

. ( d) ·To redeem all bonds and C'ertificat<'s of indebtednesR, 
with interei;;t, at 01• 1wforema.t1iritr, the proce('ds of ·which ·,vC'rf' 
· paid in to thifi fund; 

t e j To pay abaternentR of aRses~mwnts and· l'<'fnnd 
asse:;;sment receiptf:; in euror; and 

(f) To pay a11 other costs, chm•gC's and expenses rrlatfog 
to the fund not, othC'rwise 1,1•crdded fo1>, · 

'l'herl' shall be vnid in to this fm1CI:: 
. · (aa) Tl1e income and proc<:'~ds of all real and peri:;onnl 

• · property of the City acquired or innintained out of this fund. 
· (bb) All collertions of specfal aRsesr•mwnts, with intN'(li'lt, 

fovied against benefited property. 
(ce) All monevs derived from tlle salr of bomlH 01• 

certificates of indC1btedness isrmed · on·_ aeconnt of, 01· for 
disJmrsement out of; this fund, including bonds and certifi.Ntt<1s 
of inde,btednesR iRFnwd and sold in anticipation of ai::;r.:ief,snwm 
eollections. · · 

( dd) A.mounts from otl1er City funds 1'e1wesenting eitlfer 
(a) apportionmenh; of costs properly c.harg<'ftble to other 
fund::!, (b) benC?fit assrssments aga.hlst <lity property aequii•(>d 
or maintained out of other· fnt1ds, and ,( c) appropriations 
from the general fund to maintain the intep:rity of the fnncl. 
In ol'cler to anticipate the co11ection of asses1,me11t installments 

th1.> · Oon1mir-iRion inny ll~~ 1w.0Jutio11: issue' and Rrll b011ds or r·<>rti­
cates of incl<'bt<'dness, either pledging the full faith and credit of 
the City or on _such limited credit rmd 1iabilit~r as to the Conniiission 
may appear rrasonable or propl'ri in mnounts equal to but not in 
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rxeess of such assesi-;ment installments remaining unpaid and with 
such rate of interest and maturity date for each bond or eerti:ficate 
as the Commission :may determine, but no bond or certificate here­
under shaU bear maturity date or become due · or payable more 
than six ( 6) years from the date of such bond 01· certi:fkate and 
no 1mch bond or certificate shall bear a rate of interest exceeding 
~Lx J)et' cent (6%) per a1mm11. 1'he Commission may in its 
discretion either sell said bonds or certificates direet to investors 
or may contract for the sale of all sucl1 bonds or certificates that 
may be issued dtu·ing any calendar year. No sale of any such bonds 
or certificates at less tllan par Yalne or by contract sl1all be made 
except after advertising for bids i.tt least one week prior to sale 
hi the official newspaper of the Cit-y, and in such case sales shall 
be made to t11e highest responsible bidder. Bids may be asked 
0.11 the basis of a rate of interest specified in the proposals and/ or 
011 the net interest basis on which the bidder will pay par fol' the 
smne. The Comnlission may reject any and all bids. 

(6) 4 P1tblic UtiUty Fmid ar Ptfnds) Fot the acquisition, 
construction, e..'i:teusion, maintenance, operation and repair of any 
1mb1ic utHity owned or operated by the City, including the l)ayment 
of the interest on any bonds or ot}ler indebtedness which may be 
a lien upon such utility. There shall be paid in to this fund all 
moneys derived from the sale of bonds and certi:fieates of iudebtPd­
ness issued on account of any utility, and from the operation of 
such utility, and from the sale of any property acquired for or­
used in connection with, any such utility. Any surplus jn said 
fund may be u:sed for the Jmrchase or redemvtiou of any bonds 
or certificates of indebtedness issued against said utility, and for 
the. Jmyment of such bonds or other indebtedness upon their 
maturity. After the purehase, redemption, or payment of all such 
bonds and certi:fieates of ind<>bteclness, ,rit11 interest, and after 
retaining s1tch surplus m; shall in the rrasonabJe opjnion of tlw 
Commission be unquestionably tldequate nml stti'tici0nt foi• tlw 
purposes of the fund, any pru't or a,11 of the unencumbered RUI'}>lus 
of the fund remaining may be transf'er1·ed to the general ftmd by 
the 0om111ission in its di8crrti011. Separate funds an<l accounts 
~haH be kept for each utility. 

'fhe Commission may b;Y pub]jshed resolution Issue bondH or 
certificates of indebtedness for any of the purposes of the publfo 
utility fund or funds but ead1 bond or eertifirate sliaJJ be issnr.cl 
only for one utility and shall be a specific lien upon the utility 
for which it is issued and shall be an obligation only of the fund 
of the utility for which issued and not a general or specific\ liability 
of the City. Said bonds Ol' certificates slmU be sold in t11e mannrr 
provided for the sale of bonds or certificates nuder the Permanent 
Improvement Fund. 

(7) A General Ji'wid, For the support of sneh other funds 
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exce1)t tlie 11ublic utility funcl or funds and for the payment of such 
expens('s of tJ1e City as tJie Oomm,ission may deem proper. In to 
th.iR fund shall be paid all moneys not J1erein provided to be paid 
in to any otlier fund. 

( 8) A. Oon·foigent Re.<;er'l>o Jilu,nd. 'l'he Co1m11issi.on sJ1aU 
levy an annual tax of two ( 2) nlills on the dollar of the ta:xahle 
Yaluation of all real ancl personal property in the City, e..~chlding 
moneys and_ credits, . for·. the creation and maintenance of tl1is fund, 
until there shall be fo said fund the sum of --l1en Thousand Dollari, 
($10,000.00); after which thne tJ1e Commission shall levy an mumai 
tax of such amom1t, if an:y, not exceeding- taf d t-wo ( 2) mms, as 
may be necessary to maintain said su111 of 1'en 'Thousand Do1Jar~ 
(ll/il0,000.00) in said fund. IJ.1h.is fund shall be 11sed only fol' the 

acquisition 01• construction of property of a permanent nature fo1• 

physical public bett~rment or. impl'ovement, the purchase of 
<'quipment tl1erefor wl1e11 · fu•st acquired or con~tructecl, and any 
preliminar•y studies and surveys relative thereto. :No dif,bmlsenwnrs 
shall be made from this fund except by pnblisJ1ed r·esolution. 

SECTION 91. Emergency Debt Certificates. If in any year the 
1·ecei1)ts from tax:es or ot1ler sources should fl'orn SOllle unforseen 
Pause become insufficient fo1• thee ordinary (~Xpenses of the City, 01· 
if aiiy c.~alamity or other public emergency should subject the City 
to the necessity of maJdng extruordinary expenditures, the11 tll(' 
Commis.•;don may by resolution issue and sell emergency debt 
<,ertificates to mature not later than one yea1· from tlie 1frst day of 
,July next following tI1eh• date of issue, and to ben1• intc1rest at not 
more tlian six per cent ( 6%) per annum. Said <:.ertiikafos slwJI 
be sold in tJre manner provided £o1• the sale of bonds 01• ce1•ti:ficafoi;; 
under the Permanent Impl'Owmmt- Fund. A. tax $.llfileient to 
recfoPm all such certificates at maturity shall be levied as JJart of 
the budg(,t of the following yem·. -'..l.'lw neeessity for the issue> of 
<'neh such emergency debt C'ertiftcate shall be cleelared by pnblislwcl 
l'<•sohttion. 1'he ref.lolution mayJ how-ever, .if deemed neeesi,;ary, be 
passed as an emerg-mcy 1·esollltion to take hnmediate effect withont JHtb lieatfon. 

SECTION 92. Boncls. Except ns gpeci.ficaJJy authorized by- this 
('liar·tor or by resolution duly adopted by the electors 1mde1· the 
initiatiYe 1wovjsiom; of this Oharte1·, no p01n~r sl1an exist in tl1e 
Oity Commission or in any other City ofti(•er~ to ifisue any bond:-; 
or Cl'Iiinc,1.tes of indebtedness fol' any Jmrpose; e.'{cept that uftrr 
bonds or ce1•tilicates of indebtedness are lawfuJJy issued t1Hi 
Comrn.ission sl1all have po-wer from time to time to isi::ue ne,,y bond!'l 
OP cc>rtHicates fol' tl1e JmreliasC', redemption, payment, retirement, 
01• refunding of imch outRtanding- bonds or certitieates. Sn<'11 nrw 
boncls or r<,>rti:ficates may be iRRned and sold by tJ1e Commission by 
l'l'soJution hnt otherwise ill the same manne1• and subje('t to the 
h'Htr·ietions and provisions herejn contained as to t11e i::;i:man<'e mul 
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sale of such outstanding bonds or certificates. 
SECTION 93. Debt Limit. The total bonded debt of the city, 

including all bonds and·. certificates of indebtedness howeYel' 
is~ued, shall never exceed ten per cent {10%) of the last taxable 
valuation . of the re.al and. persoual property therein, exeluding 
moneys and credits; but in computing tJie total bonded debt bonds 
or ce1•t.i:ficates of indebtedness shall not be included or counted if 
held in or issued for the sinldng fnnd, the J>ermanent improvement 
fund in anticipation of the collection of assrssnwnt installments, 
or the public· utility fund or funds. 

S:mCTION 94. Ta.{JJ Lim,it. The aggregate amount l<>viecl by 
general taxation in any one year for all of said funds, not hirluding 
the sinking fund or the contingent l'eserve fund, sha11 not exceecl 
forty ( 40) mills on the dollar of the taxable valuation of all real 
and personal property in the City, exc.luding moneys and l'.'redits. 
A levy in excess of such limitation shall be void ns to suC"h excess. 

SECTIO~ 05. Receipts to go to Oity T1·easurer. AU receipts 
of 1110ney belonging to the City, or any branch thereof, excepting 
only those funds collect1,>d by-the County '1'reasi1rer, shall be paid 
in to the City Trrasurer by the person authorized to eollect 01• 

receiw the Mme during or at t11e close of the business day i.n w1rieh • 
Ruch moneys nre eo11eetecl or received. All moneyr,; belonging to 
the City, :ineluding all mo1wys receh'(•d upon tax settlc>nwnts from 
the County 'I'l'l'tU;tll'ei-, shall be depoi=;ited as soon :u; rC'c<>ivecl in n 
bm1k or bank~ approved by the City Commission. 

SECTION 9G. Ini-estment of Punds. · 'l'lw ('1ommjssion shall 
have power'from time to time in its discretion to invest such funds 
of the· Cit? as to the Commission may appear proper in obligationH 
of the United States or of the State of Minnesota, or general obH­
gations of the City of Morris issued in anticipation of the coJlection 
of mise:;;sment installments; provided, however, that no such 
invei-;tment slmll bemade ex<·ept of such funds as to the_ConnniRsion 
appeat· clearly tmnec•ei;;sa1·y for disbmsement prior to the redemp­
tion or matmity dat<'s of snch obligations. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Public Improvements and Special Assessments. 

SECTION 97. Power to niake bnprovements and Levy A.<isess­
nwnts. The City of Morris slutll ha-ve the power to make any and 
every type of public improvement not forbidden . by the laws of 
this State, and to levy special assfssments for aH such as arc of 
a local character. 'l'he amounts assessed to beneiitecl property 
to rmy for local improvements may equal the cost of t1w hnproY!:'­
ment including damages, if any, and intcrrst until J)aid, lmt shaU 
in no <'US<' exC'ePd the valu<' of the br1wfits receiwd by sut'h 1n·o1wrty~ 

.f 
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· Public wol'ks facluding all local iinprov<>ments may b<> <'onstructed, 
extended, repaired and maintained cithel' dh'ect]y by day labor 
or by contract. · 

SECTION 98. Reg1tlat·ion8 b1J Orclinance. Immediately upon 
the taking eff<'ct of this OJiarter the Oommission shall prepare 
and adopt a , cOmJ)lete ordinance cov('ring every type of public 
improvement .and when this ordinance takes effect it shall 1mpplunt 
0th.el' pi•ovisions of Jaw or Oharter upon the same subJect, excPpt 
the provision!'! of this Charter. It may be amended from time to 
time as other ordinances. It shall classify publk improv('mentR 
in to three groups, as follows: :first, those which shall be construrted 
or 1n•oyicled entirely from tJ1e general rC'Yenn('s of the O'ity; seeond, 
thos0 wldcl1 shaH be constructed or provided partly from ge1wral 
l'(lYenues and partly from special asi:;('si,mwnts; and tl\frd, t]1ose 
which shall b<i constructed oP l)rovjded entirely by speefal 
assf'sHments. Tlie second class may he further subdivided. 'l'JH• 
ordinanee shall provide a complete ,{,orking code, covrring petitions 
of l'<'Rident prope1•ty owners, th.e determination of aRsessments and 
assessment •distriets, public hearings, appealR from assessrnenti-: 
and th(1. trial tl1ereof, reaRsessments, the sprracUng of not to exee(l(l 
eighty pe1• e<>nt ( 80%) of the assessments owr a periocl of not to 
<'xceed :five (5) years, th<' collection of ~u;sessments along witJ1 
other taxes o:r otlwrwiHe, penalties for dp]jnqueucy in mnldn~· 
naym('nts, and all other ni.atters appropriate to the subjP<'t of 
1ot'.'a1 i1111n'OV<'lllC'llts a.nd asRr};sments. Aft<•r the pnssag-e of stu·11 
ordh1ance, all resolutions providing for public improvrm<•ntR 
slrnll (•ouform to the regulations laid clown .in snrh 01·dinmH'('. 

CHAPTER IX. 
Eminent Domain. 

SECTION 99. Power to acqwire Proverty. Th<1 Oity of l\tforris 
1s liereby empowered to a<'quh'P, by pm•chasl:', gift, devi.se or 
rondemnation, any property, corporeal or in<·orporeal, eithl:'r 
·within or wjthont its <'orpornt<~ bom1dal'ieH, whid1 nrny he nc,edPd 
by said City for any public• m;e or pnrpoRe, and tlw fn('t tlint th<1 
propPrty so ueedrd lrns been acquired by th<> ownN· m1d<>r the power· 
of PmiJient domain, or is alrciady clevotl:'d to publi<' m1e, s11all not 
prevent its acquisition by tlw Oitv. Raid pmn.•r of tlw City to 
aequire 1woperty shall ii1cludr th~ power to aequirt>, as p1·m:icll'd 
u;r thif{ Ohapter, any g11s, water, heat, power, light, t<'lepllone or 
othrr plant, or other publi<' utility. EaRl:'mrnfa for Rloprs, :fiJh;, 
sewers, building lines, poles, wireR, pipc~s, and rondnits for watrr, 
gas, heat, and power· may br acquir('d by gjff-, devise, purehaR(', 
or condemnation in the manner provid<1d by hrn~ or this Clial't(lr. 

SECTION 100. ProcC'eclings fo Taking Proprrty. 'l'h(' necr8Rit~, 
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for the taking of any property by tl1e City shall be determined by 
resolution, 1Vhic1i. shall describe such property as nearly as may be 
and state the use to which it js to be devoted. The acquisiti.on of 
such p,roperty may be accomplished by proceedings at law, as in 
taking land for public use by right of- mninent domain according 
to t11e fa.,vs of this State, exce1Jt as otherwise provided in this 
C11apt~r. No new utility shall be acquired unless the necessity 
therefor is determii),ed by resolution initiated by or submitted to 
.the elect.ors under the initiative provisions of thfa Charter, and 
adopted by a majority vote of the electors voting thereon. . 

SECTION 101. Payment of A1va1·d. ·whenever an award • of 
damages shail be confirmed in any proceedh1g for the taking of 
J)J•operty m1der this chapter, or ,vhenever the COlll't shall render 
final judg1ncnt i~ any appeal .from any such award, and the time 
for abandoning such proceedings by the City shall liave expired, 
th<~ City shall be bo1md to,. and shalJ, wit)lin sh:ty days of sucl1 
:final determination, · pay the amo1mt of the awarcl with interest 
thereon at the rate of six per cent (6%) per annmn from the date 
of the con:firmation of the award Ol' judgment of the c·ourt, a:;, the 
case maybe; and if not paid, judgment therefor may be had against 
tl1e <Yity. 

SECTION 102. Oity nwy abarulon Proceedings. The City may, 
by 1•esolution of the Commission at any stage of the <>ondemnation 
proceedings, or at any time within thirty ( 30) days afte1• any 
commissioners appointed by the court hereunder· shall have filed 
their report with the clerk of said court, or in case of an appeal 
to the district or supreme court at any time within thirty ( 30 J 
days after ,final detemlination thereof, abandon Hue h proceedings 
a/4 to all or any parcel of the property sought to be acquired and 
sJ1all thereupon pay all costs thereof. 

SECTION 103. Oity 1nay take Entfre Plant. In ease the City 
shall condemn a 1mblic utility wllid1 is opel'ated at the time of 
the commencement of condenmation proceedjngs as one property 
01• one system, it sl1aU not be necessary in sucl1 conclemna.tion 
proceedings or any of tJw proceedings of the Commission, to 
describe or treat separately the different kinds of property compos­
ing such system, hut all of the property, lancll-1, articles, franclliRes, 
and dghts which enter jn to and go to make up such SJ'stc>m ma:y, 
unless otl1el'wise ordered bv the eourt, be treatrd together as 
constituting one property and an award for the whole property 
in one lump Slml may be made by the commfasioners on condein­
nation or other body assessing the chunages. But this shall not 
J)l'event the City, hi cases where the plant and pl'operty is separable 
in to distinct parts, from taldng only sueh part or parts thereof 
as ma.y be necessary in the public intere~t. 
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CHAPTER X. 
Franchises. 

SECTION 104. F,ranchise Defvnecl. The word "franchise", as. 
used in tlli,s Chapter, shall be constmed to mean any special 
privilege g1•anted for the purpose of profit to any person, co-partnel'­
Rhip or co1.•.porat.ion in, ov:e:r:; upon 01' under any of the highways 
or public places· of the City of Morris, wl1ether such privilege has 
beeu, br shaII }1e1'eafter be, g-ranted by tlie City of l\forris, or by 
the Rtate . of Mjnnesota. · 

SECTION 1.05. Franchise Orwinances-. P,ublicatfon. 1'he Oom­
mii:;sion lllay g1•ant frai1chises by 01'dinance but in no case shall 
a franchise be granted by an einergency ordinance. Every ordin­
ance granting or extending any franchise shall contain all tlte 
tenus ancl conditions of the franchise; It shall be ,vithout any 
validity whatever unless w1·itte11 acceptance thereof by tb.e grantP(• 
shall be :filed with the City Manager within t11il'ty ( 30) days afte1· 
its paSM1.ge. Every 1mch ordinance s11aJI be published iu the 
official paper of the City at lc>ast on<:e ead1 ·week for fom suc.c·('SSh't' 

. weeks after its passage ancl shall take effe<>t fifteen ( 15) dar~ 
after its last or final publication, subject to acceptance by tlie 
grantee as hereinbefore proricled, and mbjeet to the reforenclun1 
provisions of this Charter. 

SECTIO~ 106. Fn1,1ichi8e Requi1·ed. Pranchise rights slrn.11 be 
subject to tlie superior right of the public to the use of streets and 
public places. All corporations, co•partnerships, or J)erRons desir­
ing to makeuse of the i-treets 01• public pla<'es, inconsistPnt ·with 
the public's right in such places, or desiring tlie privilege of 
placing in, oyer, upon, or under any street or public: place any 
permanent or semi.-pennanent :fixtures for the purpo&e of <'OJJ· 
strncting or opei•ating street or other raihrn;vs, 01• for t('lephoniug, 
or telegraphing, or tramnuitting electricity, or trimHporting hy 
1me1mrn.tic tubes, or for furnishing to tl1e City or its inhabitants 
or any portion thereof transportation farilitfos, water, ligl1t, heat, 
powr-r, or any other public utility, or for any other purpose>, shall 
be required to obtahi a franchise before proeeediug to make sm·h 
use of the streets. or public places or befor<1 proerrding to place 
snch fixtures in sucl1 places. · 

SECTION 107. Lfoiitatiofr. No pe1•petual or exdusive fl.·anr.MRe 
shall en1

1' be granted, nor shall any franchise l)e g1•antecl for a 
longer pedod than twenty-five (25) years. 

SECTION 108. Power of llcg,u.lastfon Reserved. The City shall 
have the right and JJOWer to l'egulnte and control the exe1•cise 
by any co1'po1•ation, co-1mrtnership, or person, of any frandlise 
however ncq11ired, and whethl'r s1wh francl1far bas bren ]l(lretofol'e 
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g-r·anted by it or by the State of Minnesota, or shall hereafter be 
granted by the City 01• by the State of Minnesota. 

SECTION 109. _ A.rbitratio1vof L(!bo1· Disp'!ites. If any contro­
Yersy, dispute, 01· disagreeni.ent - shall arise between any pub.lie 
1-1ervice corporation, co-parlnership, or person, operating in the 
City, and its, employees, which, in the opinion of the Commission, 
interfel'es or threatens to interfere with the service to wJ1ich thfi 
City 01• its inhabitants are entitled, tJ1e Commission sl1al1 lrn.ve 
power to compel the parties involved in the controversy to submit 
the same t-9 a boal'd of m:bitration Illlder such appointment and 
·tn·ocedure Jts the Conunissfon -may provide. The :findings of such 
arbitraJ authot-ity shall be advisory or mandatory as such 
authority may detet•miue in each case. 

SECTION 110. Regitlatfon · of Rates a·1id Charges. 1'he Com­
mission may from time to time, 'by ordinance or published 
resolution, regulate and control the maximum pi·iee to be eharg·ed 
by any corporation or pei•son exercising any franchise for the 
Rervice rendered by it to the City and to any other :Person or 
corporation, but such price shall be fafr and reasonable to•. such 
public set•vice eorpol'ation or pt>rson and to the publie. '\Vhen 
any :per:son or corporation a:trected by sucl1 ordillanc.e or resolution 
f!hall beljeve • tlle Sf\.me to be un.just and mue:rsonable, he- or jt 
1nay- test its justice 01· reasonableness by proper nc·tio11 in th<' 
courts, conu11eneed within thfrty ( 30) days after the passage 
of ~uch ordina11ce 01• resolution, and in such action such order 
shall be ente1·ed in the premises as shall be warranted bJ· 1.·J1e 
fads developed upon the trial and the law applicable thereto. 

SECTION ·111. Conditions in Flvm·y Ji'ra•nakise. Every frau­
cltise and every extension 01· renewal ther·eof sJ1aU coutidn or bP 
dec1ned to contain the following provisions, and in case sucll 
provis:ions are not specifieal1J1 or accurately stated or (!Onta.ined 
ju surh frmrnhise the gl'a11teo shall be as fully and completely 
bound thereby as though thei;e 1n·ovisious 1Ye1·e SJW<•i:ficnlJy and 
ae<~urately stated and contained therein: 

(a) Tliat the grantee RhaJl be subjeet to and wm -pe1•form 
on its }Jart all fom1s of Sections 108, 10!) and 110, lwreof as well 
as all other pel'tineut -1n•ovfaious of this Ohartel'. 

(b) ~I.1hat the Commission shall ha Ye the rig·ht to iequire 
reasonable extension,<.; of any J)Ublic serrice system fl'om time to 
'time ancl to make such 1·ules and regulations as may be reqllired 
to secure. adequate and proper .service and to provide sufiicient 
aeconnnodatiom; fo1· the public. 

( c) That every g-1·ant in said franchise contained of permis­
sion for the erection of poles, masts, or othel' :fixtm•ps jn the str·eets 
and fo1• the attaehm.ent of wires thereto, or f01• the laying of tracks 
in, or of piJles 01· conduits undrr the strert:-1 or pnblfo pJac·N:, or 
for t11e placing in tl1e streets 01• othei- pnbJic pJaC'eS of any pPrmmu>nt 
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·or semi-permanent :fixtures whatsoever, slutll be subject to the 
con<Utions tliat the Connnission shall have t.l1e J)Owei· to require 
such alterations therein, oi· relocation or re-routing thE>reof, as 
the Comrni:;;sion may at any time deem necessary for the safety, 
l1ealth, or eonvenienee of t]w publiC', and Jlartieularly that it slmlT 
have the power to require the removal of poles, masts, and othc>l' 
fixtm·es bearing wires and the placing undc>rground of all wires 
for ,,1hatsoever pu1·pose used. 

(d) That tlle Commission shall have the right. to hear and 
determine what are just, fair and reasonable rates, fares and 
ehat·geR fol' public. service and to order tliat only reasonable 
diarges sJiaU be jmpor-.ed and to make effective such order by 
penalties and forfeitur<'s .. 'l'hc grantfog of a franchise shall not 
be deemed to confe1: any right to include fa th<' eharge for f;ervire 
any retttrn upon the value of the franchise or g1•ant, and no sud1 
rig11t shall exist. 

(e) 'fhat no sale or lease of said franchise £hall be effective 
·until the assignee or lessee shall have :filed in the office of the City 
1\-fanagel' an instrument duly. executed,· reciting· the fad of ism·h 
8l:1le or lease, nccepting the terms of the francllise, and agreeing 
to pPrform all the conditions required of tl1e grantee tliet·eunder. 

· 'l'h'-' assignee or lessee shall also file a bond in fmch amount and 
with Sttd1. conditions as the Commission may require, wllich boncl 
i,;hall run to the City as obligee, with sm·c>tiC'FJ i,;atisfacto1•y to thC' 
0onunjssion, and shall obligate tlte assignee or lc>SS('C' to disC'harg(' 
an obligations and Iiabilitil's imJ)osed by said franchis<'. 

( f) 1'hat suc11 franchi:;;e, .extension or renewal shall 110t 
become binding upon the City or be or become of any force, validity 
or effect unless and m1til aceepted in writing by the grantee witJ1in 
thh·ty (30). days after itr; passage by the C'ommission and before> 
its submission to a vote of tlw people in ease of a referendnm; 
and that such ncceptanre :;;hall bP constmed to be an aeeeptnnrc~ 
of all tl1e terms, conditions, ancl limitations eontain<'cl in the 
ordinancr. granting the franchise as well ai-; of tlH' lH'OYiRionR of 
thfa Charter. 

(g) That the grantee shall not issue any ('apita.1 stock on 
account of the franchise 01· the value tlierC'of, ancl that the grm1tl'c> 
i-;hall have no right to receive, upon condemnation 1wocc>edings 
brought by the City to acquire the 'pubUc utmt·y exercising such 
franchise, any return on account of the franc-hisl' or it:-i value. · 

The violation by tlie holder of any franchise of any of the 
express provisions prcseribed bv this sect.ion shall be a su:ffi.dent 
cmum fm: the forfeiture of the' fra11cJ1ise by a resolution of tlie 
Con.1mlssion. 

SECTION 112. F1.crthcr Provisions of Ji',ranchfaes. 'l1he e1rnm­
eration and specification of particular matters 'Which mm;t br 
inclmlC'tl in ev<'ry franchise m· renewal or exten:;;ion there>0f, slrnll 
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not be construed as impairing the l'ight of the City to insert in 
~tny such francl1i:-;e or renewal ~or extension thereof suc·h other 
nnd further conditions and restrktious as the Commission may 
deem proper to proteet the City's interests, nor shall anything 
(\Ontained in tllis Charte1· limit any right or power possessed by 
tlw Oit;v ove1· cxistii1g franchises. ~,, 

CHAPTER XI. 
Public Ownership and Operation of Utilities. 

SECTION 1.13. 1lcq,uisitio11, and Operation of UtiliMes. The 
City shall liave power to acquire public utilities in the manner 
and by the proceedings provided in Chapter IX of this Chm·ter. 
The operation of all public utilities owned by the City sliall be 
under the supervision of the Citr Manager. 

SECTION 114. Rates cmd F,i'.nances. Upon 1:ecommendations 
made by the City Manager or upon its mvn motion the Commission 
sha:ll J1ave the power to :fix all rates and charges for water, light, 
heat, and all other. utilities provided by plants owned by tlie City, 
but such rates and charges shall be just and reMonable. In like 
manne1· the Commission may p1•escribe the time and manner in 
which payments for n,11 such servkes shn11 be made, and the 
manne1• in which ·witter and electl'ie rurrent and other ser\iee:-i 
shall be computed or measured, whether by meter or :flat rate, 
and make rmch other regulations as may be necessary, and may 
prescribe penalties for violations of such regn1atfons. 

SECTION 115. Piwchase in Biilk. 1.l'he Commission may, in 
lieu of providing for the local production of gas, electricity, watc>r, 
and other utilities, purchase tl1e same in bulk ancl re-Fell them 
to local consumers at such rates as it may :fix. 

SECTION 116. City to pay for Ffo1·1:iC'<w. 'l'he Commission shall 
make a reasonable charge, based on the cost of servk<", for lighting 
the streets and public buildings, or for suppl~ring 11eat, powe1·, or 

·any otl1N· utility, and a l'easonable hJrdrant rental and other 
cJiarges fo11 supplying th<:' Oity with water, and shall C'redit the 
same to the pub]iely owned utility supplying the serYir0. SuC'l1 
rentals and other drnrges for light, heat, pow<>r, wnt<'r, and other 
services, ~hall be colleet<'d in the same manner as from oth<:'r 
ronsmners, unless ·t:11e Commission providC's somC'. other J1lan. 

SECTION 117. Sale ol' Lease of Utility. No public utility 
o,vned by the Cit;v, whether acquired prior to the adoption of this 
Charter or thereafter, shall be solcl, leased, or otlwrwiHe clisposed 
of by the City except by l'eRolntion a~lo11ted by Yote. of t]1e J)eople 
m1der tl1e Initfotive provisionR of tlrn; Oll;a~•h1r, wlne h 1•ei,0Juhon 
shall contain the full terms of the 1wopmnt1011 of sueh ~ale, lerrne 
or other disposition thereof, together with the prieC' to be paid 
therefor. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
Miscellaneous. 

SBC'.I:ION 118. Fire Dep((rfrnent aiul Relief Assocfrition. The 
anthor.ity of the Commission grantecl by this Charter shall include 
authority by ordinancr to 01•ganfae or create a .fire departmc>11t 
and a firemen's 1·elief assoein,tfon and if desired, to incorporate 
or to authorize. inco1•po1•ation of .sn<:h firemen's relief assordation . 
. Any sueh ol'ganization or corporation, whether voll:intary or 
otlier,viac., slrn]] nt all thues be subjrct to the full nnd complete 
1mp('rvision and <'Ontrol of the Conunisi;;ion. 

SEIJTJON 119. Bale or Lea8e of Property. No l'C'al .propi,>,rty 
of the City, ·1101• any personal property of a value exreedhlg one 
thoui-;u11cl dolJal's ($1,000.00), sJ1aU be• sold 01· leai;;ed fo1• a term 
c•xceC'ding three> ( 3) years except by published resolution, . ·which 
re1-1olution sJiall SJwcify flle fund 01• funds, in to whieh tl1(;'. proc<'eds 
of sueh sale or lease are to be paid. The pi•o(•Peds of nll :-iales and 
lpases of real and personal prope1•ty shaU be paid• in to tlw fund 
or funds out of which, or for the benefit of ,Yhich, sueh property 
mm nequired or maintained, unJe~s, for cause stated, the re1-10Iution 
for salcor lease shall specify a different fm1d or funds, 

SEC!l'ION 120. -Vacation of Highways. The Commission 1-1ha1l 
,l1ave the power by pnblislwd resolution to va('ate or diNeontimw 
higlnrnys, ineludi.ng streets and alJeys within the City. No 1mel1 
,,iwation or cliscontimrnnce shall be made by t11C' Commjsi-;ion 
Pxeer,t upon petition of a majority of the ownc>rs owning a majority 
of the property 1111011 tJ1e portion of t11<• line of Hll<'h higlnnrv 
pro11osed to be vacated, togetJtm.• wit11 the distance of tl1l'ee llnnclr<'c1 
(300) fe0t in direct extension of such hiA·l1way from eac·h mcl 
of tlle portion p1•oposed to be Yacated. Suel1 vacation ma;y br 
mad<> on stwh tel'ms and bv f,ueh 1woeC'dure as th<' OonunisHion 
nwy by sueh l'esolution pto,;frle. 

Rr~C'TION 121. Zoning. For tJ1r pnrposr of promoting tlw· 
hNtlth, Rafety, moi•als or grnernJ 'w<1Jfm•r of tl1e C'it~·, tlw 
f'ommisi-don may by orclinancC' regulate the loention, Iwig·ht, 
bulk and .i;;izc, of buildings and othN' strurtnres, the• Hize of yards, 
eourts and otl1er open spaces, t11e denl-lity of population Hnd the> 
use of buildfags, sfructurea and Janel for tl'ade, indnstrJ', bm,inc•i;;s, 
l'C'Hidenee 01' other purposes, declare the rxistcince and provid<' for 
the I'('habilitation of blighted areas, provide for tlH• acquhdt.ion 
?f priYnte]y owned Iancfa, buildings and other l'<'al proprrt~r 
mterests by the City fol' any of imcl1 p111'posel'!, and thr :;;alr or 
otli<:.e pro11er disposal t11e1•eof, pl'ovide proper method:;; of pro<'rd-
1t1•e for any of sneJ1 1mrposeH, and 11u1ke such other pro,il'liolls a:s 
may appear prope1• fo1• t1w purposes herein rxprrssrd. 

RECTION 122. l11juri<>s or Damag('g, Ko aetion xhall he 
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111,aintained against the City on account of any injuries or damages 
to persons or property unless such action shall be commenced 
·within one (1) year from tl1e occurrence of the injury or damage, 
nor unless notice shall have been. givm1 in writing to the Cit.y 
Managei• not less than ten (10) days prior to the action and 
,vi thin thirty ( 30) days of the occurrence of such injury or damage, 
l'!tating the time ·when and the specific })lace where, and the 
circumstances under whicl1, the same occnrred, and that the 
person injured or damaged will claim damages of the City therefor; 
btlt such notice may be given at any time within six ( 6) months in 
case the person injured shalJ, in consequence thereof, die or be 
bereft of reason within sajd thirty-day period, 01• in case the 
Oo111mission ~hall waive such 30 day limitation for reasonable 
emuw. 

SECTION 123. · Liability f 01• Damages. If · any judgment shall 
be recovered in any action against the City for any injury or 
damage caused by any obstruction, excavation, opening, or defect 
in any street or alley or public ground, caused or occasioned by 
tlle act or omission of any person 01· corporation or if settlem(lnt 
be made by the City for any such injury or damage, the City 
shall have the right to recover the amount of any such judgment 
or Sf'ttlement from tl1e person or corporation so responsible for 
such obstruction, excavation, opening, or defect; and such person 
orcorporation ls hereby declared to be liablr to the City in the· 
amount of sucl1 judgment or settlement. 

SECTION 124. .A.clmerse Possession. No right, title, estate or 
easement of the City in any property shall be loBt by adyr1•se 
possessfon or occupancy, and no statute of limitations shall 
operate against the City in favor of any perHon occupying any 
property or highway, whether such property or Mghway shall 
have been.imp1•oved or. not. 

SECTlON 125. ]:resent Officers. All elective and amJojntive 
offic·ers and board members of the City at tlie time of tl1e taking 
effert of this Cliarter shall continue jn thefr 1·es11eetfre offices 
ancl f1mctious fol' the t(>rms fol' which t1u,y '\Y(ll'C elected 01· 
appoh1tecl prior to the taking eff(,ct of this OhartPr, ancl for surh 

· fnrthe1• te1·ms, if any, ancl i,ubject to such conditions and provisions 
as may be IJrovidecl by tl1is Charter. 

SECTION 126. Penclfog P,roceeclings. Any condemnation, 
assessment, or other proceeding in r>rogress when this Charte1• 
takC's effect shall be continued and com IJleted under tJ1e 1a ws 
under which such 1n·oc:eedings were begun. .All assessments 
made by the City prior to the time when this Charte1· takes effect 
shall be collected and the lien the1·c•of euforcPd in the :-;ame 
manner as if this Charter had not been adopted. 

SECTION 127. Existing Ordinances Continued. All ordinances 
and regulations of tl1e City 1n force when this Charter takeR effeet, 
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and 11ot inconsistent with the provisions thereof, arc hereby 
continued in full force and effect until amended or 1•epealed. 

SECTION 128. bioperative P1'ov·isions. Any. provision of this 
Oharter which now is or hereafter may become inoperative, 

· jnva1id, 01• ineffective by 1•eason of con:flfot 01· incompatibility with 
State or Federal Constitutions 01,• laws s1iall become operative, 
valid and effective upon amendment or revision of sm·h consti­
tutions or laws whereby such p1,•ovisio11 niight be adopted or might 
beconm operative; valid, or effective. _ 

SECTION 129. Oi·di1W111,ces. to make Ohai·ter Effeoti'l)e. The 
Commission is.hereby- empowered to, and it shall, by ordinance, 
make si1ch 1,•egulat:ions · as ntay be necessary to carry out, enforce, 
nnd make effective the provisions of· this Cllarte1·, and to prescribe 
J)enalties for the violation of the ])rovisions hereof ~.nd of any 
ordinance or regulation not inconsistent ·with the lawfl of the State. 

"'--'_ .. ,_,.,..,.,uef, ......... ~ ........... ,= 
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OERTJ:Fid~Ti OF o'OJv~iIS'S!ON~ ··· ' 
~ · : . :v'!.l,\.:,.:f~.f\: 

11e:, the undersigned, being the duly''.appo:Lrrbed, qualified., and_ 
aotint: me'rnbers of thi:r Board. of F:reeholders ( Charte:r- Oomruis;sio:n) 

· · ixf ~~if'.t6i-'11t11e.City o:r-1~e1rr:ts, s.t'evena vounty, Minneaotar·tie:reby 
{)e:rt;t;ry, th~.:t the foregoing dom.tm.ent/ oonsisting of 129 sections,. . 
u-utlib~r.~d'. 1 to 129 inclusive., iif 'bhe draft ot e,. proposed ne1 (l.'evised) . 
tharii;f?/ ,£or s.aid -Oi ty of' lv~op:ris; prepiu·ed afrd framed by se'.':i.~ Board 

,'< .of: Jh-13ehpld?r~ and approved by .sai,d Board and. the unfter~ithed . 
Jn.enl'b(:}x,§,,t):l:~;r~of'., and hereby !i\ffix ~ur sign1,r£u.res, t\{sai,d 9-r~ft and 
deliveM,·1th$· same, :tiQ t:he Honorabl,e Geo. 49 -DJa\y;dsQn, Me.y91\ and the 
chief' efeoutive -of the said City of' Norrisi, t9, be submitted,s.nd for 
:aotion ~s. by lC\W provided.. . . . ' 

:&,.t~a. at l\llo;~is., Iv!innesot~" this 26th da;{ of Jutte~ 19"4.:5. 
•' 

. . 

----C~.-..,.,..·.~--· ·"'"". ·,,..... ...... ·.~,: ....... ·-:,,r...;• =· ·>,::;;I. z..,,. ........ ---•· ----/·· 

. . / 

C . Attorney for 
Charier Commission 
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State of Minnesota) 
County 0£ Ste'V'ens )ss 
City of W:ir:ris ) 

Charter Certificate 

The undersigned, Geo. •• J)avidso.n, does hereby certify,; 

That during all of the year 1945 he has been and s-1:;ill · 
is the Me.;ror and. Chief Magist:ra.te and Chief' Exeo-utive Officer 
of the ~it;y of 1Jorris, Stevena County, Minnesota .. 

That by orders of Ma:roh 24, J11ay 16, June 8, and June 18, 
1942, which orders we:re, at the· -&i:rne of the making thereof, 
d.uly filed with the clerk of the District Court of Stevens 
County:, Sixteenth Judioia.1 District, Jl.!i:nnesota, in which 
Judic,ia_l Distl'ict the said OiiJy of Morris is situated, the 
judge of the said Judicial District duly appointed a board 
of .fifteen qualified free-holders of' the City of l'ifo1~ris., 
Minnesota., under Section 36 o:f' . .lb•ticle 4 o±' the Constitution 
of: the ·state of Jviinnesote; and tthdeJ.• 1Jiasont s Minnesota Siiatutes 
1927., SeotioJ:1 1269, for e. term of four years from Maroh 24, 
1942 ,,,. t.o f'rame a new; amended, Or l'evised charter for said 
City oi'. :Morrie, and for .such other a,nd further general and 
specifio.furposes inrelatioµ.to the charter of said city as 

"then we're or might ~ thereafte:t< be pr<es oI'ibed b~ ;I.aw. 

That the names oi' the fl"ee--holders so appointed wre as ~ 
i'ollow·s: E. w. Eames, E. c. Ryhn, :S:, B. Olson, a. B. Sylvanderf 
t:. G. Worley., C. :C.":Oolva, H. N• Jforkei:;, Kenneth McKay., w. A. 
Brandt, Arthur Spli~stoser, E. J. taFave, J. c. M'.orrison, 

. J. J. Bae:r, J. A. Mie.lke., Allan V!. Edson. 

That each of' said free-holders duly made and filed with 
the Clerk of the Dis'hriot Court of said county his writ.ten 
acoepta:no.e a:nd oath of'· offioe ·within thirty days after his 
appointment and, immedia:bely a.i'ter the appointment of said 
board, entered U:pon'his duties as such free-holder and member 
o.f' said board, and ever since has been and still is a duly 
appointed, qualified; and acting member of said board of f'ree-

. holders. : 

That within Si.."'<:' months after its appointment, said board 
of free--golders retutned to the then ohief magistrate of th~ 
$aid city a draft of 'a pa-cposed new charter, signed by all of' 
the members of said board, and said ohe:rte:r- was thereaf'tor duly 
submitted to the qualified voters of' said city ~t a special 
election on December J.5 1942, hut 'that upon said el.action less! 
than 4/7ths of ·the qualified voters voting at said election 
rati.f'ied. the same, and said proposed charter was rejeoted 0 
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' 
That thereafter on June 26, 1945, said board of free... ·1 

. holders proposed another charter, being the 111:iroposed Revised , , 
Cha.rtertl hereto attached, and theree.ftel' on November 14, 1945., J'· 
r'.eturned a draft of a.aid charter, signed by all of the members . · . · • . 

. of said board, to the unde:rs:i.r;ned ohief magistrate and executive--"'"' _ _._:_;_ :"' 
officer of said city.. That thereafter said charter was duly · · ! 
submitted to the qualified voters of said city E\t e, special J 

E1leotion on December 11, 1946, e.nd that on said election more· · .. j 
. than 4/7ths of' the qualified vote1•s. lawfully voting at said f 
1 

election ratified said charter and declared in favor of said l . 
. proposed Gharter. The total votes- oast being 240, of' which 214 . l[·. 
1Wotes -were ca.st in favor of said proposed charter and 26 votes 

1 were ca.sii against said proposed oharter. That thereaf'te:r the / 
votes on said election we:re duly ot::tnvas13ed, and the results 1 

thereof declared as above stated. '! 
NOV! THEREFORE., this is to f.urthet certify that the 

;~Charter 0£ City .of :Mor:ds., Minnesota"', otherwise captioned 
tnProposed Revised Charter for the. City of Morl:'is Stevens County, 
li/Iinnesota111

, hereto attached, bearing uaertifioate of Conunis:sioni~ 
1.1nder date of the 26th day of June, 1945, was duly rati.fied. 
ancl. e.a,opted by the vote1•s of the; City of Morris., Minnesota.., 

' as the charter for said city, on Decembe1• l:I., 1945, and that 
. said charter will at the end of thir.ty days after said date 
become the charter of said city and su,percede any existing 
charter and amendments thereof. 

Dated December 15, 1945. 
' 

.'//,. .?''"'~ 

Mayor., an phiei' Mar;is :rate and 
Chief Executive Oi'ficer, oi' the 
City 0£ Morris,; I/Iinner:otao 

I 
! 
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