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PAGE FOUR

PROPOSED HOME RULE CHARTER FOR LITCHFIELD

LITCHFIELD, MINN,

CHAPTER 9
Emigent domain
See. 000, Power fo dequirs. property, The Olty of Litehfield is
ey ‘enowered o nequire by purelnse, gift, devise, or condemnn-
1iog, any property; ‘corporenl or ‘incorporénl, -cither within or witliont
itsReorornte ‘boutidaries, which may he weeded by said ety for any
pftlic nsd or purpose, In- addition to the poiver to nequire property

-florfother public pirposes, the.elty niay also-ncquire, is berein provided,

any gas, watéiy heat, power;, lght, telephovie or other plant or other
publie utity, Bnsements for slopes, fills, sewcrs, building Hnes, poles,
wires, Pipes,. and. ponduits for water, gas, Heat, ‘and power may be
acquiréil by gitt, dovise, purchase-of condemnation in-the mauner pro-
vided by law.

See, 001, Proecedings in taking property, ‘The .necessity for fhe

taking of ainy property by the clty shall be determined by thy eounell
dnd shiall e déelired by a ‘resalution whigh shall deseribo sich propecty.
g nerlyE as may b and state: the ose to which 1t 18 to be devoted.
wne pequisition: of such Property may be accomplished- by proceediings
ait dw; 48 in taking Iand for publie iise by right of emitient domain
dedotding fo the lnws of this siate, except a8 otherwist provided in
s charter,

Sec, 902, Payment of award, Wheénever. an: award of damnges
shill be' confirmed in . any proceediing for the taking: of proporty uuder
this charler, or whenever the court sbinfl render flaal judmiient In
any-appeal from -any. such awaird, and the time for abandonlig sweh
Procéedings by tho elty sHrll huye- expired, ‘the ‘city sliall b Dound - te,

() ‘That the grantec shali be;subject to gnd will pesformr op’ its
pazt ail $he - terms. of sections 1000 to 1008 inclusive, as wel] as-all other
pertinent provisions: of this chirter, A

(b} That the granteo shall in no. case cliim or pretend -to exerrise
any-power to fix fares, rates and churgess but that such fares, rates.
and charges :shall: at: all thaes, lie: Just, faiy, dind reasonable for: the
services. rendered, and shail in:all .cnges he fixed and-Lroui time to tine
changed in the manngr provided in, section 1005 of this charier.

{¢) That the counclt shall have the right fo reqiire. rengonnhic
u}ftenslons of any; public. service: system from:time to tine, and:to wmnke,
sich Tules and regulations as may be requived td secire adequite and
proper service and to provide sufflélent decommoilations for the public,

(d)" That the grantee shall not Issde any capital stock on nceount
of the féanchlse or:the yalie thereof, nid that the grantee.shnll have
ho tight to receive; upoi d ‘brovght by the ¢ity
to atquire: the pitblle uiliity exerelating such tranchise, any retiirn on
aecount of the franchise or its valie,

(e)" That no sile or ledse of sail Transhise:shall be effeetive until
tlie assignee or fessee shull have fifed i the“oMite-of the city clerk nn
Instrument, diily exeented; reelting the fict of sueli sale or Jease, nceept~
Ing the terms of thi¢ franchlse, and agrécliy to perform nli the con-
ditlons required of the grantée thereundor, Tho nssignee or lessee shall
Algo file:a Domid in-sweli: ninvunit aid with stieli conditions ns the council
winty vequire; which bond shitll riin to-the elty vy oligee, with suretios
sitistactory to tlie conucll, und shanl obiigate the usslgoce or Tesseg o

i all_ohligations tnid 1M finposed by snid. feanchlses

aind shall, within sixty days of gueh final detérinination; puy-the amoint
of the nward. witi interest thereon; nt the'rate of £ Her cent-per anmim,
from the date of fhe -cdnfirmation of the award or Judginent of the
conrt, us the ense.mny Li; and 1€ not §o puld, Jadgment therefor may
Dbe ‘hail against- the -ity.

Sec, 903 -City may ahandon proceédings, The city -may, by resoln-
ton of the.council nt any stage of the condemnation procéedings, or

IS,
b;

{f) That every grant I safq frinchise. contalied of permission
for thé ereétion ‘of DPoles, ninats, or othier fixtures M tlie streels and
for the attachment: of sirey” thereto; o for the laying of tracks di, oF
of pipes or: conduits dnder thip streots or pulie phy:es. or for the placing

state, and to discharge fafthfully the dutles devolylng upon me. a9
(mnyor, ‘of councllman, ‘o city nattorney, ele) of this clty to the
beat of my Judgment and abiitgr N
Sec, 1202, City officers not ‘to be interested jin-eonfracts, No clty.
offieer: who shall he' authorized -to séll or lease any property, to mnke
any contract in his ofvicinl capacity, or to take'part In making:such
sale, lense; or contract, nor any cnployce of such. officlal shail vol-
t: beeome {; i in such sale, lease or contrict,

direetly or indlrectly ; proviited however, that the council may desiguate a
bank in whicli any city officer 15 Interested as & depositary for city funils
by a five-sixths vote of the councll, A-vlolation of this sectipn shnll dis-
nualley - the offender £rom vontinnlng it offica and. hé slinll be removel
therefrom. . Any contract with the eity In which any sich ofticer iy,
ur hecomes, -directly: or-indlrectly Interested stnll be void and any moiey
which' shall have been patd en such -contract by the ¢ty mny be res
cavered from.any or all persons Interested’:thetélin. by Joint or several
aetion. “

See; 1203, Officlat bonds; “The ¢lty elerk and such athes: officers of
the city ns:may b provided for by ordinarice, slitll each before entoy:
ng upon-the duties of thelr respective officed, give & sursty boud to
the -¢lty In sucli sum ns may be fised by the councll as an addltionul
security for the falthful performance of -thelr respéetive -official ditiey
atid the safekeeping of the public funds: Suchi-bonds shall Ko approved
by the city counetl and shall ‘be endotsed by at lest thice mombers
ot the coniell ag haying been so approved, They: shill: be filed with
the city clerk. The provisions of the lnivs of the state reluting td afficlal
bonds, riot inconsistent with this charter; shall be complied with, The.
prenijums on stich bonds. shalt he paid by the eity,

~See; 1204, -City progerty not: lost. by adverse possession; No vight,
title; estate or cusement of -the vity fn any property whall be 1ot by

in-the strdets or other miblie Dlaces of nily or gem.
fixtures whatsoever, shiall be-subjeet’ to the conditluns that the caunetl
shiall have the' power to vequire snehv adterntions therein, or reloestion

at any ‘tme within thirty dnys after any. ¢ \! Y.
the coutt hercunder shall liave filed their report with the. clork of
court, or fn casé of -mi appenl to the district or supreme court at-any
tinie within thirty days after final determination thereof, abandon givel
roceciinigs as o’ all or auy ‘paveel of the property songht to be ae-
quired and’ shail. pay i) costs theréof.

Soe, 904, Cily. may take entlre plant, Jiv chlie thg clty shall condemn
y public utility whicli: is ‘operated .at the: tine: of the commencement
of-condemnation proveedfiigs. ns ong properts or ot yysteny it shill.not
be necessary hi such :condemnation proceedings or any of the proceod.
ings of the conncll, to deéscrilie o treqt sepnrately the difereat Kinds
of propérty coniposing gtich gystem, but all of the property, lumils,
artieles, franchises, and- rights which cnter Into nnd go to ‘minke wp
such system may, ublesy otherwise erdered. by the court; be tredted
together as constituting one property and an award for thy whole
jiroperty: in one: lump supi Wiy be made by the conimissioiiers on coti:
demuation o other hody assessing. the Gdmages, “But this shali not
pievent the eity, ‘In cnses where the plant and property is separibla
{nto distinet parts, froi taking only suel part or pirts thereof ng.may
tiecessary i the pibiic interest.

CHAPTER 10
Franchises.

% Rec, 1000. Franchises:defined, The word “franchise” ne. vsed In
this. chiarter sliall ho construed to mean any speclnl privilese granted
to fAny persoii, éapartnershlp, or corporatfon, in, over; ipon, or nnder any
of the ‘hightvays. or pubiic piaces:of the city, swhether suilr privilege
Liig hetetofore Veen granted by it-or by ‘the Staie of Mliinesota; or
ghall -herenftor be ginnted by the city ar by tie State of Minnesota.

" See, 1001, Franchise ordinances, The cuncil-may grant franchises
by wralinnnée ndopted by n fivesisths vote, but In 1o cse shall a
franchise be grantéd by an emergeney ominninee. ¥runchise rights: shnll
alwass Do subject to. ihe siperior vight of the -public o ihe use of
gtreets and.public nlaces. All corporitions; co.phrtnerships, or parsons
desiting to make an esperlally burdeasomie visg of the stréets or publie
‘Maces; inconsistent ivith the: public’s vight in suck pkices of desiring
the privilege: of ‘plucing. ity -over upon, of under apy street -or publle
place. @iy permanent ov seinlperimnient fixtures for the. mirpose of
constriicting .ov ‘opérating stréct. or other rafiways, or for telephaning,
or i ol ing fricity, or transporting by phicis
mntie tobes; or for turbishing o Ve oty or fts Inhabitunts of any

or ;- théreof, ng e cowiieil mny at any ilme deem necessaty
for thie safely, health a¢” convenionee -of tha publie, aid partieninrly
that-it shill hrve the power to require.the removnl of the poles, masts
aul ather fixtures benrbng wives and the plnelng undiiground of il
wires for ‘whiltsosver purpose wsed.) '

(g} Bvery franchise wnd: overy extension or rencwal of furh frun-
elige, -shall gpntain. a proviston: for its ageepbinee i writiig Uy ‘the
grantee within thirty days after 1ts yussagehy the covnell and before its
subintssion 404 vote of ‘The people dn cise of a- yeferénidim. No gieh
franchise -shall die binging tpon thé clty untll its: neceptiiice by the

grantee, Sueh nceopt: slinll b« “to hi i ¢ ofy
Al -coiigent to, il the torms, -conditions, nui lhmitntions contiingd 1n
the i 3 ing the {se. ns well as the provisions of tlils
¢harter,

(h). Tvery frauchise shall be granted suliject to the wight of the
ity to aenuire ANl rights:and Droperty -theréundef within the elty Timits
Ly, eminent domain. ns provided n chapte .9 of this thurter,

g violation Ty the holdér of any friiiehise of any of the express
wrovislons preseribed by this seétlon; shall he i sufticient enuse foyr thie

itiro of the T by o ion: of tlie counell.

Sec, 1008, Furtiier p fons of hises, Che rutioi and
specitiention of -partlenlar mattérs’ whicli miust bp included In every
frajichise: or renewnl or extonsion thercof, shall nat b coustracd ag
ing the right of the city to ingbet in auysich feanchlse or renewal

or- exteigion ‘thereof sucl ather and: firther conditions -atl restidetions
118 ‘the connel! may dee proper to proteet: the elty's Interests, nor shall
anythiiig contained In this charter limit any right or puwer fossessed
by the ity over existhig Irunch(m&'

CHAPTER 11
Public eiynership nud)opcml(mn of utilities

See. 11D, Acgulslilon’ and vpfiation. of -ulilities. Mhe -ty alintl
Lisve the ;power to dciuire’ pithlic ythiities ny provided in chaptee H of
this chrter, either withli or withut the city limits and to APl the
¢ity nnd sell to it dihabitants and to persons, tirms ot eorporitions,
fuglile or outside the city, withinthe fivea permitted by law, allproducts
of gy - miblie ntility npuru('ed Iy “the ey,

See, 1101, - Creatioi of pablic utilities commizsion, ‘Fhe counell wiay
itt any time. when in its opinfon. it déems it nitvisabie, by orilinniee estali
tigh and ereate . publie utilties ecvimmission which. shall thon ‘have the

portion thiercot transportation facilities, water, light, lieat, power; ot
atiy other publle utility;. or for ang: othée purpose, hnil e requiced
to obdln g franehise hefore proceoding to mnke such ase of the streets
o puble: places-or lefore. proceding to place suel’ ixtures dn sueh
flnces,

Sec, 1002 Pablication of frapthises. Eyery. orilinaice grantlig o
extending: any franchise shadi contaln all the teims anid eoiditions of
the franichise. A franctise fall be without mis: vallalty whatever intil
it 1l been ficcepted by tlio grantec, and wntll it hag been given niléqiinte

by “the toii of* the Filve vorbintim i e ofitint
papiéic. of ‘the ety at ledst once i week for' tivo successiv’ weeks after
its. pussiige, Nothing herel contained shill e constened g b any
wiy jiveventing the electors: from exertisinig thelie powers wnder the
referciidum -to tefeet such frasehise,

See. 1008, Ternit of franchises Hmlted, No'pergictual tranchisn shal)
eyer b granted, nor ghall any: feanchlia b grantéi Lor n loger term
than, twetity-five  years.

~ Sce, 1004; Power of “regulation reserved, The. city shail have the
sight and, poswer to- regulate and. doitrol the excetise by any corpovi:
tion; co-nnrméx‘uhlp, or person; of ‘any frinchise however acqulsed, ahd
whetlier. such- franchise his heen herétofare granted by 3t or hy e
State of Athinesotd, of shall herenfier e granted by the city or hy the
State of Mlikesotil,

Se¢, 1005, . Regulation of' raies and charges. Al} mqmmtlnns, o+
purtnirships, nid persiony exerclsing frmichises. In- the ety shall give
contteoiia, eftivient, ind adeqitite vervive at-rensonable rates, A genson-
nite Fiite shall e covstéaed to: be one whieh wiil, with eftfcient iminnge:
ineit; nofmally yield, nbove uli pperating expenses ind aepreetation,. 4
fate reburi djion’ all mosiey Honestiy- and efticlentiy: tnvested ¥ -the phant
and ‘einipment Gsed by thie company in the public servied withhi the
dity, This shall niot bie cohstroed ns o gunrintee o2 o Tetiin: puid- in
ito case Bhall there lie any retirn upon franchise vilne, Within these
Hinjts, the deferinfiition of the maximuns price or rate to be ehrirged
by ity €oipany for ﬁer_\'iue rendered to. the eIty ot to diy person or
jierson within the ¢ity-shnlt be made, 1£ possible, by aiveet negotiations
betweeir the compiny find the connell nt: pibite Jitarings In case of
Tailiire to veiel it Agreement: by this method, the counelly #hall, not
tesa tinn thisty days before the expiration of any exlsting rate scliedule
or-ngrecment, appoliat an expect as iis rapresentative the company
shiall appoliit a representative; and these two shall ¥ itunl dgreement
select ' “thitrd - person; prefe ah expert in tioii nnd rate maks
ing Who shail together. constitute n board ot afbitiatton, This loard
ghall Teport its findings ns soon n§ possible dud the rate which it shall
agreé upon by n majority vote sh:lll be tng legal tate; subject to

sule and exelusiy t il control of ail ntilities thien or noy time
thereafter owned or operatid By thecliy anid detetmined fo e a iblie
ntliity: by the connell. The-cotneil may it any }lmu by drdiinnice abolish
any such pubile vitilitles connmission: s createds
Sec; 1102, Rates giid finanees, “Fhe councll or the public \y!llltlea
ission, 1¢ one s bilshed, shall have the power to: flx a1l ratey
il charges. foi water, Hight, heat, anil -all other nthitics: provided by
plants-owned by that elty, Int suchi ‘rates and ehirges shall: lip Just and
rongpinable, i cllke aanner the uned); or the piiblie inthitiey “eois
misslon, it one s established, Iy preseribe the tinie snd manned In
which payiients for i sueli gerviges shall be mnde, and the wanner
i whith water, g, steam anil vléetrle eirrent s}nllll bie. computend ‘or
mensured-whether by mater or fng tate; amd muke sucl ather l'(‘K.lllli-
toms 1y may e L 5 and nm’y 1 T it for
for aueli rezolotions, The connellyor the pablle uiilities (:omu\lsslmp
if one 1§ estiblished, shdl puitit all utiliy claims; and -anthorize pay-

itent - thereof, i
See, 1103, Prirchinse i bt he cotineil or the publle ulilities

aulverse, -ar , aud’ no statiite of limitations shait
opernte against the clty in favor of any person occupylng any publie
jroperty o highway, whether such’ highway shiall have: beeir Jmiproved
oF mot

Sec, 1205, Sules of real property, No reat propesty of. the clty
sliall b disposed of except by ordinanee of resslution, ‘Tl progeeds
of dby such gnle shall be used ns far: as possible to- rotire any ot
stunding fudebtedness Incurred by the cliy in the mirehiise, constric.
tHon, or finprovement of this or other property sl for. the sime publie

purpose; bnt 1€ .ihere be no sueh outstumiing lidebtedcss, tlien the.
council may by n resolution adopted by a- five-sixihy vote degignite some

olher. publie use for puch proceeds,

Sec, 1200 Vacation of ‘stiets,. On petition of @ majority of the
owners of ‘nidl abuttlig gu any street of alley, the comneil. may by
resolution vacate the sime ot niy part thereof, 1€t shall appent for the
Interest of the publle so fo ilo, f1rst giving une week's published and
posted notice of & Nearipg to be Nad thercon, It yneh vaeation:shall
not ‘heeanié cffective mitil n certificd  copy of-such resolution shall be
filed wiil the Register of Deeds of the coimty;

See. 1207, Damage suits, No_ actlon. $hall be maintitned sgainst
the city on nccount of any injuties or dumdges to: porsons or propetty;
unlesy stich’ jtetlon shall be éomniencdil within one year from:the necurr-
ence: of “such fjury of ‘dnmage; nof vinlesy natice shall have Deen in
writing to the ety clerk within thirty days of the ocenrrence of such
injury 6t dninage, stating the” time when ‘nul: the specitie place where,
and the cireutistinees tnder which, the sime ocencred, ang that tie
person infurel or diiit will elaim of tlig city th nud
the amonnt of compensitlon of other relief demanded.

See, 1208, Recovery of judgment for damages; TC uny judmment
shall be recovered in any detion against the city for any Injury or
dnmisige eankeld by any ‘obstenction, exeavation, openlng, or defect in any
street or-itlloy of puiblle. growkd cansed -or .occisloned by the ack or
omission of any porson of cotporation, the city shall have: the right to
xecover the amount of aby such Judgluent from the person-er corpira.
tion o i for such § y opaniing galiduats
and sieh jietson or corporation s hereby ieclared. to-te lipble to the
city Ju the ivioing of sueh damages.

Se. 1209; - City to suceced to rights and abligations of former village,
‘i eity shinll giceged. to all the property, vights, and privileges; oand
shall be subct to a1 the Jegal obligtiond of tlie: Village o2 Litchleld,
winder ity foriner charter,

Sec. 1210, -Present officers 1o hold office till when. The' present.
officers of the Village of Litchfleld shall ‘continue iri théir respective
offices and functfons and shall ‘continue togovern: the city in the
usual manner until the-fivst secular day of January, 1944, ‘They
shall make such finaneial and otiier provisions for the fiscal yearsof
1943 and 1944 :as will serve to cirty .on the government uutil a govern-
ment hias been set up under this charier, ‘and: they shall make pro-
vistons for the election of thiSfirst city couricil as provided forin
Chapterr 4 of this chartet’, ;

Sec, 1211, Statutes not affected by charter. All general laws.and
statutes of the state applicable to all citles operuting tinder home rulg
chartors; ot appilenble to: eities of the ‘sanie-cliss qs-the Cliy. of Litch-
el operathis wider home Tule chiarters; nnd -not ficonslstent with the
provisions of tils charter, shall apply to the City ‘of Litchtield; aml
sl be construed -ns Sufiplementary Yo thie provistons of this chnitors

Bee; 1212 i i d. Ai\ orddi asd
regujntions-of the city In’ foree when thiy clinrter tikes ‘effect; aiul not
fnconslstent Wit the provisions  theveof; ‘are hireby. cotitlivied. n falf .
force and cffect tiitil nmended of repenled.

Sée. 1213, ‘Pending, ions ant i Ay
tion or it in swhen ‘thig clinrter takes cfféct

it ong s bllshed, aray D dlei of providing, for the lochl
praductivn of ge; stenm, electrleity; water, ing- other uthities; i
hissame I bulk and vesell them fo loeal, consmors ab gifeh rates e 1t
nay fix i
3SM- 1101; Public utilify. How sold. No pibife alifity owdied. by
the cify, whether nequired ‘prior o the iidoption of 1ils chinvter o
thereafter, sliall be sold oy otlierwise dispnsed of by the city, wiiless the
Lhi Lerms of the proposition of suid sals or other disposition thidkeoty
together with the prlee fo.be puia thirefore, shall have Tieuii-eiboilicd
iy onlinance passed ty o fivessixths vote of the couiell Jiv thie
ugtind way, and submitied to the deetors at » general o specinl clection
ik approvesl iy bva-thinds oty vote of the electovs voting tieveon,

— i

CHAYTER 12
Miscell andiransk "

See,- 1200, Officlal publications, The covinell shall fegulnte by
oritinance the miner fiv which oftiefal publigity shiall be giveir to the
holding -of th thve, R
reealt petltions, to requcsts for bidg upon’ contéiplated pngelinges nnd
cantrnu(a_, aiut fo ail-other mattors whitsotter which Teqifre pulilication
elther by the terms of this eliarter or by the lnws of Minnesotn; 1t
shall antiitally- designitd.n ngwspayer of geeral. cirentiition in: tie® oty
ns- {he ‘official paper In.whicli SWALL be published &ueh mmeasufes ‘aid
nintiera as the councll may deéin it wise to Hive pubiished o’ this
minner; or i ilen théreot it may estal a ici bileatf;
which shall then. be the ‘offielal newspiapes, Tle epuncil may Tn lts'

revision by any court of ) d of rates
thus fixed shall be ag tlexible ne. may be, and shall ln g case fix a
definite Fate for 4 fietiod of more than five: yenrs, Tho ¢ity and the

fon provide for ‘the piblicntion of the annial budget, ordinances,
resuiatio uinitlntlve.‘ ; and réeall petitions; electlon notices;
;\u such. other mensures and wiattérs s it may- doem vlse by.the posthig

companiy,; may by miitinl agreement; rovise existing ‘sch of “rates
at any time, procecding in each, case a8 provided for the ofiginal fixing
of the rates. B . -

See 1006, Arhitration of 1abor dispites; It any contraversy, dispute,
oF disugrecment shall arlse between iy publie strvice corporation, o-
yartiiership, or persois, operatlug in' the clty, ind itd employees, which,
Inn the opinlon of the coutigil or-th to with
thi gervice to whlelt the clty or its lnhabitdnts aré entitied the councit
shall avé power to compel the fiartics involved i the controvorsy to

Qi | b

of d, or printed coples-thiereot 1

ane butlethic honrd Jocated i the mast public x;’mm of 'the“gl%;?:ﬁ;c"!l’;:
such perlod of time g the conneil may direct i enelt eage, ¥ t'ho Inttor
metliod of publeatlon ts adopted the' couricit may provide that it shail
bein leu of other methods of piblicatlon of in addltion thercte at ita
ontlon‘. Wherdever. in this ¢harter there- i5.0 réquitement of the pubilieds
tion of any measurc or matter, {t -shail bo nnderstood that the city
cotmietl 'may . deaiguate the manner of siich publication, subjoct to the
aptions ‘mrmlmd l‘:‘y" this seetfon; but nothing horetn contalnied ‘shall

¢ o

gibmift the snme to-a board of unider sich, d
iy be provided by ordinanee. The findiigs of such arbifral authority
shnll be advisory, unless -the partics &hall: ugree In .advance -to -inke
such findings mnndatdry. .
Soci 1007, Conditloris in évery: franch Every hise which
docs not contaii the provisions - preseribed in. this -section. shall he
1y ‘vold and. facapable of {011 by estoppel or otherwlse.
Biery trafichlse shall contaln the, following provislons:

izing or g nttempting to autioriz

of the constitution_or - the statutes of. the State of \‘":n::uymvi;ﬁn;l:g
inatter which 15 of Stato concern or iwhich 1y ‘cxc‘lush"ely iinder State
cantrol, - '

Be, 1201; -Oath of office, Yvery -oftlecr of “thip ity shail, bofore
enterlng upion. the dutien of hia office, ‘take and mibicribe an onth of
oftice in substantially the followlng fortu: “I do solemily swear or
aftirm)’ to. sipport ‘the cotatitutlon of the United ‘States and. of thiy

-
e t

ghatl be contlihéd nonil -eomploted under . the Tiws “der which: soch

praceciinigs were begim. Al asseséments made by thie ety pifor to the’

timie whien' thid thagter takes effeet shail be coliéetéd anil: the lien thereof.

enforced In tlie sinié mntiner u8 it this ehnrter Liid not bieen adopted.
Sed, 1214, Ordinanices to mako charter offectivé, “The'councll {a

hereby empowerat to, and it shall by ordlha nidke sich it

as miy’ be tecessiry fo carry out and aunke effectivé the Provisiony.of

thig charter,

o CERTIFICATION :OF COMMISSION
We, thie undersigned, being duly qualificd and acting-theémbers of

1age of Litehfield, Meeker County, Minnesota; appolnted by the Hon-
ordble G. E. Qvale and fhe Hororable Harold ‘Baker, Judgés of-the
District Coubt of the Tiwelfth Judlelal Distrlet on the: 24th day ‘of
January, 1942, do hercby certify that the foregolng’ document, ‘con-
sisting of twelve chapters ‘and ong 1’ fiffeen § {s the
driift-'of a proposed charter prepared and framed by said’ Board of
Frecholders, and heveby affix-our signintures 1o sald draft in testi
qmpny of our approval thereof, and deliver the same to the Honor-
able H. A, Plate, Mayorof sald Village of Litehfleld; as ‘the chiet
mz‘:gls’zmtc or execitlve tlivreof, for action pirsuant to'law,
Dated at Litchfleld, Minhesota,

this 13th. day of May; 1943. . M

8am G, Gandrud,f‘ Chalirman
Eleanor Robertson, Becretary

Cs We Wagner Karl A. Danieldon
D¢ N. Tharalson W, E; Macklin, Jr
A. ¥+ Hoel Phil J. Palm

Ce E, Sllverberg Eina Wnktaker
Wm. 8. MoGee Magdalen Payne

L. L. Baumgartner A, E, Hawkingon

The: foregding draft of 4 proposed Charter and: Certificate in éon-
Tficetlon therewith. recelved this  '7th day of June, 1943,

He Ai Plate

Mcckc}-’ County, Mlanesots; and Chlet
Maglstrate or Exccutive theieof,
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the Boaiid of Freehold (CharterCommissiofi) 1 and for the Vil .

Mayor of the Village of Litchfield, -
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PROPOSED HOME RULE CHARTER FOR LITCHFIELD

LITCHFIELD, MINN.,

I ﬁmuaﬂg .

Proposed Home Rule Charter
* for: the Incorporation of the Village of
Litchfield as a City of the Fourth Class
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“12,  Miscellaneous and Tmnsl’lary Provisions;

CHAPTER 1
Naime, Bounduries; Powers, and Genersl: Proylsions

Section 100, Naie and boundaries. Upon’ the ‘taking effect of
thifs charter the Village of Litchfield In the.County of Meeker and
State of Minnesola, shall become a clty under the name and style
of the Clty of Litchfield, and shall continue ‘to ‘be a-municlpal cor-
poration With the same boundarles as:now are .or-hereafter may be

such now being as fotlc

All that territory d. in the z Seriptid and
boundaries; to-wlt:The east half (E%) ofsection eleven {11), the
east half of the northwest -quarter (E%-0of NW) of section’ eleven
{11), the efist hiall of tie southwest quarter (B¢ of SWH) of scction
¢leyen’ (11), thie west half (W) of section twelve (12), the west half
{W14). of scetion thitteen(13);the northeast quarter (NE!) of section
fourtcen (14), the east half of the northwest quarter (Bl of NW¥%) of
sectiofi fourteen (14), the: northeast-quarter of the souttieast quarter
{NE% of SE%) of section fourteen (14); Government lots one (1),
two (2), and three.(3), of section fourteen-(14), Government lot one
{1} of section twenty-thivee -((23), and all of-that part of the me-
andered:lake known as “Laké Ripley" which. Is Included within: the
ineafideréd, Jake shore lines ‘of. sections fourtcen (14), fitteen (15)‘,

ithe statutes of the:State of Mlhngsoﬁ dnsofar g the sarie are ap-
plicabie to the Clty of Litchfield, and they &hall enforce ail rules and
ordinances ofthis city relating to public: health,

The council shall by ordinarice create a library board of nine meri: |,

) CHAPTER. 3
Procedure 0f the Counell

See,. 300, -Council meetings,

On. ‘the tirst segular ‘day of Januwaryaftera

Emas;
s o

bers who-shall be appointed by the mayor, with the of the !

thecouncil shall‘méet at the usual place and

cauncll; for' a term of ‘three years, provided that the present memi
bers of:the library- beard shall continue to serve until the expiration
of the term for which they were appolnted; The members of the
said board shall be residents and. elec:s of the city. at the time
of thelr appointment and during; thel; respective. terms “of office.
Members of the siid board shall receive fio compensation as such, “The
niembers of the library board shall have and-exsrelse all the author-
Ity and powers, and shall perform all the duties. granted to or im.
posed’ upon library boards by the statutes. of the: State of Minne.
sota insofar asthe same are applicable to the.Cityof Litchfleld:

The. council shall ‘itself be, and pérform -the dutles and ‘exercise
the powers of all other boards or missions, It may, ' 8
‘point temporary commlssionis with: advisory powers to investigate
any-subject-of Interest to {he municipality, and also a commission
to prepare any -clty :plari ‘subject .to {he approval of the council,
Such a commission. may be given thd ‘power to administer caths,
and to'compel the: at| of psses, and: the' p fon of
books, papers, and other doctmentary evidence,

8ec, 202, Elective Officérs, The eléptive officers of the city shall
‘be‘a mayor, two- councilmen from 'eacl{' ward, an assessoly an attor-
ney, two justices of tlie peact; and & eonstable,‘all of whom shail be
qualified clectors and shall be elected:in the manner hérelnafter pro¢
vided, ‘The six- ‘counclimen shall sefve for-a ferm of two years and
untll thelr sucecessors aré elected and quallfied, except that at the
first'eléction held: after the ndoption of:this charter the candidate in
each ward having the highest number of votes shall serve: for two
years and the candidate iri each ward vecelving: the -next highest
number of votes shall serye for-one-year. The mayor; attorney-and
canstable shall serve fora term.of one year; and until thelr successors
are-elected and qualified, The assessor and justices of the peace shall
serve for'a term of two years, and until thelr successors are elected
and qualified. The terms of all elective officers shall begin on the
first secular day- of January following the date of the Municlpal
election at which sucli officers were elected;

‘Sec, 203, The City Cletk. A city ¢lerk shall b appointed by the

ar
time for the holding of council meetings, At this time the. newly
elected members of the council: shall assume their dutles, Thereaf.
tér the courneil shall ‘meet-at such times as may be prescrihed by
ordinance -or resolution except that they shall meet not less than
once each month. The mayer, or'any three menibers-of the couneil,
may call speclal-meetings of the:councl)- upoh-at least twelve (12)
hotirs notice to each, aember of the council. Such notice shall be de-
llvered personally to each member or shall be left with some. re.
sponsible person:at ‘the member's usual place of residénce; ¢ all
membets be present. at any speclal meeting, the-above: notice re
quirenents: shall be waived. All mieetings of the: coyncil: shail be

p-f public, and any: citizen shall have access to the minutes: and récords

thereof at all reasonable times,

Sec. 301 Rules of procedire and quorain. - The-council ‘shall de-
termine its own rules-and order.of business, and shall keep.a jour-
nal of its. proceédings, A majority: 6f all. members elécted shall cons
stitute.a quorum to do husiness, but a léss number may adjourn
from time to time. The council shall provide by ordinance a means
by which a minority may compel the e.of absent

See. 802 and ns. All
shall be by ordlnance, but llcenses ‘may be granted, propeérty ace
quired for piiblle use, ty for contracts,

and ‘othier writtén instruments. glven, -and loghl fimprovements or:
deréd, by resolution, Every final vote upon all ordinances, resolu.
tions and motlons, and upon. all ‘ameridments. thereto, shall be by,
ayes and noes, and the vote of each rmember shall be recorded in the
minutes. The votes of .at least four membérs shall be required for
the. passage of all or . T 5, 'and mollons; except as
otherwise provided in this charter, Any administrative rule or tegus
latlon. of any depanment of the State- of Minncsota affecting: the
clty, ‘or any statute: of the State of Minnesota, or any published
code, sp lons or \ r by: an official or: unof-
fielal organization: for general clrculation and use thay be adopted
and, incorporated by ¢ thereto ju ‘an-or by

three coples thereof as “officlal Copies™ and filing'thiem for reference
and i in the'office-of' the city clerk and the publlcation re-

ity council for an Indefinfte term and, he'shall be 1 by the:
council at any time, He shall réceive suck compensatlon”as: may. be
fixed by the cauncil.

See, 204, tiblo/offices. Nelther the mayor noraiy mem.

twventy-two (32) and twenty-three (23), and a straightine con t
ing the easterly extremities ‘of said-shore: iines, fogether with a

ber of the council shall be appolrited to hold ‘any paid municipal of-

strip-of land twenty (20) feet in width'around the entire

. Jake shore lines of snid sectiornt fourteen. (14), Afteen (15); twenty-

two “(52) and tweniy-three: (23),-ali-In township one hundred nine-
teen (119), range thirty-one (31); in:Meeker County; Minnesota.. -
‘Seé, 101, ‘Puwers of the clty. The City of Litchificld may sueand
e sueid; it Shall Hive and use a corporate seal.and may alter its seal
at._pleasurei it'shall bé capable of ting and belhg ¥
with; ‘it. midy' take by purchase, condemnation or otherwise, -and
hold, lease, sell #nd convey -all such. real and personial property -as
ifs purpose/may require, or the transaction.of its hislnéss' may ren-
der convenlent, within or- without the limits of the city; It may ac.
quire, constiilct; oiwn, lease, and operate public utilities; and render
public Service of cvery kind; it may grant franchises or Heenises for
the constriictian, ‘operation_and malnténarice of public utilitles: in,
avér, upoh; and tnder the streets and public: places in‘the city, and
shall have: powet {o fix and Tregulate the fares, tolls, or charges
which may:be ¢ ted, order the s which shall be made,
ang regulate the services which shall rendered by any owner or

operator of & public utiiity: franchise or license; may assess, levy,

fice ar.e under:thie clty; and until one year after the éx-
piratfon. of his term as mayor or cotincilinan’ o foriner mayor or
coungliman shall be appointed to dny pald offlee or employment-un-
der the-city which office or employmgnt ivas created or-the emolu.
ment of awhieh' were- Incieased dilfing his term of office.

Sec, 205, Vacancies In-elective offices, A vacancy. in.any-élective
offict shall be deerned to- exist in casé of the faflure of any person
clected theteto to.quallfy on or before the date of the second regu-
ldar.mecting 0f the new council, or by’ reason: of the death, reslgna:
tion, removal: from office, removal from the clty; continuous: absence
from the clty for more than three months, or conviction of-a felony
of any such.person whether before :or-after hls qualification, or by
reason of the failure of any councliman without good: ciusé to per-
form any of the dutles of membership in the eouncil for a. period of
thiree months, In each such case the councll shalt be resolution de-
clare stich vacancy: fo.exist and shall: forfiwith appolnt an éligible
person to fill the :same untll. the next regular munielpat election,
whi the office’ shall be filled for the unexpired term; provided that
any vacancy rsulting from a recall n]eci]on or ffom a resl‘gnaﬂon

and collect {axes, for general ot special on:all r
objects which the ety ‘may Jawfully-tax;. it may-borrow money .on
the faith.diid credil of the city orion a public utility or other prop-
‘erty-owned by the eity, by the isstance and sale of bonds.or certifi.
catés of indebted it may: the money of the clty-for
all lawful purposes; it may provide for; construct, regulate, and
majnfain public works and local lmiprovempnts; it may levy and
‘collect -assessients forlocal it may license and. Teg-
‘ulate: tis; corporations:and ; ¢ 1 In any

c trade or i it may define, prohlbit, abate, Sup-

press, all ‘things detrliental 1o the health, morals, comfort, safe-
ty, convenlénce: and welfare -of the of the city, .and all
i and. causes it may the’ construction,

ficight and materials used in all buildlngs,-and the malntenance and
accupancy ttiereof; 1t ‘may regulate and control, the use for what-
ever purposes of the stréets and other public pldces; it may make
and enforce focal police, sanitary, and other regulations; it may pass
ordinances for maintaining: and promoting the peace, good governs
ment and’ walfare of the city, and for the performance of all the

1g-the filing of & recall petitionyand any vacancy in the of:
fiec of mayor-shall be filled:In the.mpyhor provided in. such, pase.
Sec, 206, ‘The: Mayor, The mayor’shall be the presiding officer:
of the-council, ¢xcept that a president pro-tempore 'shall-be chosen
wha shall serve as president in the mayor's absence, arid ag acting
mayor i case of the miyor's disabillty of absence-from -the city.
The mayor:shall be-the chief executive: officer of the city; and shall
exercise all powers and perform all ditles conférred and Imposed
upoi him by this chartef, the ordinances of the city and the laws of
the ‘state, He shall be récognized. as the officlal head of the city for
all ceremonial purposes, by the courts for the purpose of serving
clvil-processes, arid by the governot for thé-purposes. of the martidl
law, He shall study the opérations ‘of the clty government and shall
report 1o the cotinell any. neglecet, dereliction;of duty, or waste on
the part-of any offiéer or department of the city. In time of publie
danger or‘erergency he may, with the consent of ‘the council, take
command of the police, maintain order and enforce the law. In the
eyéntof o vacaney in the office of mayor, whether by death, resigna-
tion, or ‘any other causg; the council shall order a special election to

functions thiteal; It shall have all the powers d. by 1

pal eorporations at common law; it shall have, retaln and may exer-
clsé’ all .powers, -functl rights, and pr ges heret pao:
sessed by 1ty it inay exerclse such powers beyond lts corporate Hm-
{ts 48 ‘may 'be tiecessary. for the effective exercise:of any. powers
grafited hereln as now authorized by law; and In addition thereto,
the"Clty6f Litelifield shall have and Ise all powers, i
rights; and privileges exercised by, oi-which aré Ineldental to, or in-
hérent in, municipal corporations and ‘are not. denled to it by the
constitution or general Jaws of the Statc of Minnesota, In addition
to. the powers herein nnd hereafter granted, the. Clty of Litchfleld

. shall havé full power ‘to déal with-all matters of munlelpal concern

and. have :complete self-government f1i harmony \vllh and subject
to.the constitution and laws ‘of the State of Minnesots,

See, 102 Constritction of this charter: The. provisions of this
charter shiail be construed liberally in favor of ‘the city, o the-end

that {t may have all nécessary powers for the efficient conduet of its
PRt 3

1 dtfalis, s by the ] Yome rule pio-
visloiig 6f the tonstitution: and laws of the State of Minnesota: ‘The
speeific mention of particular municipal powers in othier sections: of
this chartér shall ‘not be construed as limiting the powers of the
¢fty in the promises to those thus mentloned,

Sec; 103, Charter n public act: This charter’ shall hé a public act
and néed not be pleaded or proved In any ense. 1t shall take effect
thirty-days from and after {ts adoption by the voters,

Sec: 104, Wards, The Clty of Liichfleld shall bé divided into
{liree wards with such boundaries ag may be. fikéd by ordinance
adopted by the councll;

CHAPTER 2
" Form of Governnient
Sec, 200. Form of Governnient. The forim of government .estab..
lished .by thig charter’ shall be known as.the “Mayor-Councll Plan.”

fill the for the pl term; butin the casc of a recall
the vacaricy shall be-filled: In the: manner provided by. this: chiarter,
In additfon the poweys and duties of the mayor shall bes
_{a) 'To see that this charter. and the laws; ordinances, and-reso.
lutlons of ‘the clty are enforced;
. {b) To appoint; with the: approval of the councl), the clitet of
police and all other police officers ot the'city-and thé members of
the board of health and iibravy board, as provided in séctlon 201
hevein;

sithject to the power:of the council to jiass any :ordinance: pr resoius
tion over the mayor’s veto is provided in sectiofi. 306 herein.

The mayor shall fiot bé a voting membetr 'of the councli except fn
case of a tle vote,

Sec, 207 Justices of the Peacé. The Justices of the pence shiall
posses§ the same powers and atithority and.shall perform. the same
dutles and shall tecelve sieh compensation as is now, ormay here-
after be, provided by the general Taws of this state,

See: 208,  Assessors The dssessor shall. possess the same powers
and authority and shall perform the same duties as-are.now, of may
hereafter be provided by the general laws of this state,
| Sec, 200.  Clty Atforney, The clty attorney shall be a person who
has. been-adiiltted to practiee in the courts of this state and who. Is
a legal resideént of the Clty of Litchfleld; He shall bé the-legal ad-
visor of and the attorney for the city.and all departments, commis.
slois and offtcers thereof In velation to thelr. official powers and
duties, He shall attend all meetlngs of the cotincll, give ddvice to the
counctl or any 3 rized hoards, and officors, prose.
cute or defend,. ag: the case mmay ‘be, all suits to. which tlic ety may
beé a party, prosecute for all offerises agalnst the. ordinarices of the
city and for such offerises against the laws'of the stafe as-may be
requlred of him by Jaw as legal adyisor of the munielpality, draw all
contracts, bonds and othet: instruments to which'the “city 1s a party;

Al discretionary powers of the clty, both 1 and
‘Shall. vest in dnd be excrcised by the Clty Counell, subject to-the
initiative, referendumi, and recall iowers of the peoplé, It shall have
{rol over the city administration, either directly- or

X ; its pbinted officers. and hesds of departments; except as
delegated excluslvely to the city clerk in section 603 of thig chatter
‘or'to the mayor in scction. 205 of this charter, v

See, 201 Boards; - ‘The. counctl shall by ordinance ¢iéate a hoard
ot healthi‘of thrée members, ‘who shall be- appointed by thd' mayor,
with ‘the.approval of the coundl, for a term of oiig yeir, Oné
fiember: of the board shall be a physiclan duly licénsed to iprae-
tice medlcine within the State of Minnesota, of good standing in his
profession, and who shall have béen in activé practlce for at least
three years, Such physielan shall be cliafrmaii of the board of héalth
arid-shall be; styled “health officer”; The members of the sald board
ahiall be residents and electors of the city at the time of thelr ap-
polntment and during thelr respective terms of office, Thls board
may be compensated for its services it the: éouncll 46 directs, The
members. of the board of health shail-have the same authority as
poilce officers i enforcing the: ordinances of sald elty for' ‘the se:
curity of public liealth, The members of the ‘board of health -shall
have and exerclse all the authorlty and’ powers, and shall perform
all the dutles granted to.ot/imposed upon loeal boards of health by

[ draw. all ordi and “and shall p stich ‘other
dutles of o legal naturc as:the courctl may from time to time.fe-
quilre,

Sec, 310.. “Constable. The constable shall possess the same pow-
£ and authiority dnd shall: perforni the same: duties-and shall re:
ceive such compensation ag Is riow, .or may Hereafter be, provided
by the general, laws of this state, h

8e¢,.211.—Salarles. The mayor and ‘membets of the ¢ouncl!-shall
recélve five dollars a mieeting for the regular micetings but not-to
exceed sixty dollars-& year, When meetlng as a board of cqualiza.
tion they shall each'recelve not to exceed one doliar per hour of
actunl service, All dl officers and. emp of the clty;
other than the justices of the' peace, shall: réceive such. salaries or
wages a§ may be fixed by the councii, .

See, 212. Investigation of clty affatrs, The eduhcil ahd the may-
or ar elttier of them,:and.any officer or officérs formally atthiorized
by them, or either of them, shall haye poiver to: make investligi:
tlons Inté the clty's affalrs, to subpo oathis,
and.compel the prodiction of biooks and papers, The councll may at
any time provide for an examinatlon oi audlt.of the décoilnts of any
officer or department of the clty governimient, The accotints. of the
eity shall be audlited by thé state publi¢-examinei ora certlfied pub-
iie accouritant at least ofice a. year.

(e) ‘Toveto any ordinance or resolition adopled by the councit be

quirements of this charter shall be a§ fully satisfied in such cases by
this method as if sét-forth in the ordinanee {n full,

Sec:. 303. P on 5, The ing clause “of -all
ordinaiices  passed by the: councll shall be In the words, “The City-of
Litehfield does ordain', Every-ordinance shall be presented-in writ
dng. Every ordinance, other than emergency ordinances, shall have
two readings in full, and-at least three days shall elapse between
the first and: second readings thereof, .

Sec, 304, 1 and An emergency
otdinatice or n_is an‘ord & 2 or for the imme-
diate preservation of the-public peace, hedith, of safety, in. whick
the emergency is defined or,d ed in a thereto, § te..
Iy voted upon,.and both. pr and or agreed

to.by at least five members of, the councl), as recorded by hyes and
noes. An eme - ord or resolution must bé in writing byt
may be enacted without previous filing or reading, No grant of ahy
franchise shall' be construed to be an emeérgency ordinance.

Sec.. 305, ure: -on 1 Every t shall be
presented in writing, -and read in full ‘béefore a vote Is ‘taken there
on, unless the reading of & resolution is: dispensed with -by utiant.
mous consent..

Sec. 306, Signing ang A of d
Every ordinance or resoelution passed by ‘the:councll shall -be:signed
by the mayor, if he approves theréof, and attestéd by the eity clerk,
and shall be filed with the'éity cletk within two days after passage,
and by him recorded and préseived, Every ordinance and fesolutioh
shall bie publishied at least once in the official paper of. the city with-
in fifteén days after 1ts passage by the councl, and shall be record:
ed in a book kept for that purpose; which record shall be attested
by the city clerk; provided that the publication of resolutions. not in:
‘volving the expenditure of money may be.dispensed-with if so .or-
dered- by the council.

If the mayor does. niot-approve of any ordinance or resolution, he
shall return.the-same to-the council with his abjection. thereto, by
depositing the same: with the city clerk who shall present it to the
council at-its ‘next meeting, Upon the return of any ordinance or
resolution by the mayor, the: council may reconsider the ‘same, and
1f 'upon such reconsideration, the councll shall pass the drdihatice or
[Tesolution by a five:sixths (5-6); vote-of ‘all thie members of the coun:
cll, it shall haye the same effect as if approved by the mnyo'r; n
any ordinance or resolution: shall not, be teturried by the mayor *
within ten (10} days-after the sanie .shall have been presented to
him; it shall have the same effect as“if approved by him.

Sec. 307.. ‘When ordinatices and resolutions. take effect: Eier-
geney 1ees and 5, and arid ' résolutions
making the annual tax levy, defermining the annual budget, provid:
ing for local Imp icnits. and s, granting a- license;
authorizing a veyarice or . g for an eléction, shall take ef-
fectimmedidtely ‘upon ttieir passage, -All other ordinances and reso
lutions enacted by the: counclt shall fake effect fifteen’ (15) ‘days at:
ter ‘the date of thelr passage, or such time, after fiffeen days as may.

thereln, Ord! and dopted by the
éléctors of the city shall take effect at the time fixed therein, 114
no such tine is desj therein, then i upon the adop.
tlon thereof.

See. 308 Amendment and repenl of ordinances and resolations,
No ordinance or resolutlon” or section’ thereof, shall be amended or
repealedexcept by refevence to its title .and number,

. ~CHAPTER 4
Nonliations and Elections

See, 400 The ‘regilar municipal election, A regular municipal
election shall be lield on the first Tuesday-after the first Monday in
Deceniber In the year 1943, and annually fheredfterat-stch place o
places as the elty councll may designate, At least fiftéen ‘days previs
ous notice shall be given by the city clerk of thie time and place of
holding such election, and of the officérs to' be elected, by posting:a
niotice thereof in at least thréc ot the most public places in the city,
or by ‘publishing ‘2 notlce thereof at'icast once.In the official niews.
paper, or both, as the councll may divect, but faflure to give siich
notlce shall not invalidaté such élection,

Sec, 401,  Special electlons, “The council may by resolutlon order
a special electlon, fix the time of holding the same, and provide all
niesns for holding such special election. The. procediire at such: elec.
tion shail conform as nearly as possible to that herein’ provided for
other municipal elections, )

Sec, 402, Judges and cletks of electiofi. The councll shall at
least ten days before each municipal election appoint thrée gualified
voters In each election district to be judges of eleétion therein and
may-appoint as many gualified electors. of the same distrlet to serve
as clerks of election; ag it may ‘déterthine, Each ward 6f the-bity
shall constitute one“election district for elections unléss  otherwise
provided by ordinance, : . N

Sec. 403, Nominations: “The mode of nomitation of alb eléctive
officers provided for by this charter shall be by filing or.by petition.
The name of*any elector: of the clty shall bé printed upon the bal
lot whenever a petition: as-hereinafter’ preseribed shall have heén
filed in his behalf -‘with the city clerk. Such pétition shall bé slgned
by at least ten qualifled électors: No-élector shall sign petitions' for'
more fandidates for any office thati the number of places to be flled
‘for ‘such office at the-electlon, and should he do so his signature
'shiall bé Vold as*to thi petition or petitions last-filed, All' nomination
petitlons shall be in the hands of the clty ¢lerk at least'teri days be.
fove the eléction, The name of any eclector of ‘the city shall also be
printed ujon the ballot whenever he shinll, not less than: ten -days
béfore the election, file his affidavit with the clty clerk; stating his
tesldence, that he is a qualified voter in the city, and the office for
which he' desires to be-a candidate. The: clerk shalt prepare. the bai:

i6ts.In a'manner to be provided by ordinatice,
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§ec. 404, Noinlnafion petitlons, The signatures to the” nomina.
tion: petition need-not all be appended to one paper; but to each
separate paper there shall be-attached an' atfidavit of ‘the elrculator
thereof stating theé number of signers of such paper and: that each
signature appended thereto; was' made in his presence and is the
genuine “signature of the -person’ whose name it purports to be,
With -each’ signature shall Yie stated the place of tesidence: of the
signer, glving the stréet and number or -other description sufficlent
1o identify"the ‘same, “The form of the nomination petition shall be
substantially as follows:

NOMINATION PETITION
‘We, : the ‘undersigned -electors of the. Clty of Litchfield, hereby

ter the date upon which such mieastire was submitted to the council
by the city clerk. If the counci! shall fail to pass the proposed meas-
ure; ‘or shall pass It in.a form different from: that set forth in'the
petitiori-and in form and yv-to the

the p shall bé itted by the counci] to the vote
of the electors at the next reguldc municipal election, But in case
the number of sigriers of said petition is equal to at least fifteen per
cent of the total number: of voters voting at the last regular mu-
niclpal -election, then the council shall call a special election upon
the measure to.be held not lessghan thirty nor mare than forty-five
days from the date of suchaction, ori it noiaction {s taken, from.the ex-
piration of said sixty-five days, unless.a regular election is to occur

niominate John Doe, whose: residence: is.___. -zy-for the | within three months, in which case.it may be submitted at such reg-
OffiCe. Ofocimiisinimmannnnent, , 1o be vated. Inr at the ular election. In case the council passes the proposed
held on the. day of 19.. measure with amendments and at least four-}ths of the committee
individually.cettify that we are qualified electors and that we Have | of petitloners do.not express their dissat with such

not signed more nomination petitlons . of candidates for this office
than ‘there are persons {6 be elected: thereto,
Name Street and nimber

form by a certificate filed with the city clerk within ten days from
the passage thereof by the cuuncn then the mensure need not. be
submitted to the electors, ,

Sec, 507 lnmauvo ballota; The ballots' used: when 'voting: upon
anysuch. shall state the subistance ihereof, and

v

being :duly sworn; and
says ‘that he is the clréulator of the foregolng petitlon: paper con:
faining. that the
thereto were made in’ his presence nnd are thesignatures of:the per:
sons whose names they purport to-be,

Signed. .
Subscribad and siorn: to beforé me:this......_day 6f —ic——wws, 195,

shal} give the voter the apportunity to vote elthér “For the: meas.
ure' or “Agalnst the measure”, If a majority of the electors voting
on any:such measure shall-vote i favor thereof; it shall thereupon
becomie an ordlnance ar resolutlon of the city .as-the. case may be.
‘Any number of pmposed measures may ‘be voted upon at the same
election, but in-case there shall be more than-one; the voter shall be
allowed 't vote for or agnlnst each. separa(e]y. In the event that

{Notary: public-or other official)
This petitlon; if found insufficierit by. the city clerk, shall be re.
turned to.Richard Roe, at No._... . Street.
See, 405, Canvass ‘of elections. “The council shall meet and can.
vass. the -¢lection réturns within threé days ‘after any regular or
speclal election, and- shall make: full declaration -of the results as
soon ‘s possible, and file A statement thereof with Jthe city -clerk.
'This'statement shall include: (a) the fotal number of good ballots

cast; ‘(b)- the total number of spolled . or: defective ballots; (c) ‘the |

vote for each candidate, with an Indication of those who were ‘elect-
ed; (d) a‘true copy. of the ballots used; (e)-thie names of the jidges
and clerks of eléction; and (f) such other information as may seem
pertinent, The city clerk shall forthwith notify all persons élected ot
the fact of their election,

Seé, 406, Procedure at elecfions,  The conduct of: eléctions shall
be regulated by ordinance, subject to the provisions of this charfer
and of the general Jaws.of Minnesota;

! CHAPTER. 5
nitiative, Deferendum, and Recull

Sec, 500, Powers reserved by the people. ‘The people of Litch-
field reserve fo themselves-the powers, in accordance with 'the pro-
visions of this chiarter; to initiate and adopt ordinances and resolu:
tions;. to require measurcs passed’ by the council to beé referred to

t for-app! 1.or ‘disapp! 1, and to-vecall elected puth-
e -officials, Thesé poivers.shall be called the initiative, the referen-
duimi, and. the réecall, respectlvely. .

Sec. 501, by p oi any initia-
tive, im, -or. yecall i no of a sighatiire
paper, and no slgher of any siich paper, or any otfier person; shall
accept or offer any reward, pecuniary or. otherwise, for service ren:
dered in con with' the: thereof, :but this shall not
:prevent the committee from jnéurring an expense not to excced

two ordinances or are ad 3
and such OF T¢ contain t 15

The council shall at its next'mieeting, by resolutlon provide for the
liolding of a speclul recall qlection not Jess. than. thirty moi.. more
than forty-five days thereafter, provided that if any:other munlelpal
election i3 to occur within' sixty-days after such meéeting, the. eoupi-
cll may: in it§ diseretion’ provide: for the-holding of the recall-eléc.
tion at that -time;

Sec, 516, -F at recall In the d call !ar
the election; whether posted on bulletin, boards or pllnmd in the-of.
ficial ;paper; there shall-be given the statément of the grotnds for
the recall and also, in'not more than five hundred words, the answer
of the officer concerned in justification of his course in office. Candi.
dates to succeed the officer 10 be recalled shall be niominated in the
usual way, and the électlon shall be cunducted as:far as possible, in.
accordance. with the usual

See, 517, Form. of recall ballots Unless the officer-whose re.
moval is.sought shall have. resigned within, ten days after the re.
ceipt by the councll of the completed recall petition, the form of the
ballot at suchi election shall be-as near as may ‘be: “Shajl ‘A be re-
called?" the name of the: officer whose recall I sought being insert-
ed. in_place of A, and the eléctors shall be permitted to yote sepe
arately “Yes” or:“No" upon thig-question, The ballot shall also con-
taln’the names of the candidates o be voted upon to fill the vacan-:
¢y, in case the recall is successful, under the caption: “Candidates to
fill the place of A, if recalled.” But the officér whose recall is sought
shall not himseif bie a candidate upon such ballot In case a majority
of those: voting for-and against the recall of ‘any official,shall vote
in fayor of recalifng:such official, he shall be thereby Temoved from
office, and in'that event ‘the candidate who recejves the highest num-
ber ‘of votes for his place shall.be elected thereto for the remainder

the ordlnance oF rcsoluuon adopted by the largest majorlty shnll
prevail, v WY
Sec;, 508 of chnler Nothing in" this
charfer ¢ontalnied. shall be construed .as in any way affecting, the
right of the electors under the donstitution and statutes of Minne-
sota to: propose amendments to this charter;
REFERENDUM

BSec. 509. The relerendum. 1f prior to ‘the daté when an ordis
nance or resolution takes effect. a petition. signed by qualified elec-
tors. of the city eqiial in number to fifteen per cent of the-total vote.
at the:last regular muritelpal. election, be fled with: the clty clerk re-
questing that any' such measiirey o1 any part thereof, be repealed. or
be submitted to a voteof the electors, thie safd measure shall there.
by be prevented from going Into: npemnon. The.couneil shall there:
upori reconsider the:sald mensuré at its next regular meeting;-and
elther repeal the same, ‘or-repeal the sections thercof to which ob:
jection has been:raised by the petitioners, or by aye and no vote re:
affirm its ddherence to the measure 4s passed. In the latter case
the counell shall immediately Grder an election'to be held thereon,
pending which the ordinance or'resolution shall remain

ot the pired term, If the official sought to-be recalled shall have’
reslgnad within'ten. days after the recelpt by the-council of the com-

4| pleted recall petition, the: form of ballot at the election shal} be the:

same; as nearly as may be, as the. form in use at a regular mu-
nicipal election, ‘but In no event:shall the officei: sought (o be re-
called be a candldme at said election,

CHAPTER 6
Administration of City Affairs

See, 600, Départments of adnilnistration. The councll shall ex:
erclse control: over-all administrative affairs of the city, efther di.
rectly or throtigh jts appointed officers and héads of departiments,
except'as delegated exclusively to.the mayor In scction 205 and to
the city clerk In sectlon 603.of this charter, subject ‘to the provisions
of ‘this charter and any regulations by ‘erdinance :consistent- there-
with. The eouncil may create such departments; committees of the
couineil, , and L for the 4 of the clty’s
‘affalrs as- may scem v for i and
from. fime to time. may alter the powers and mganlznuun ot the
same;

Sec, 601, Poivers.and duties of councll, The.councll shall make

1f o majérity of-thevoters votihg thercon are opposed to the meas:
ure;. it shall not become effective; but if a majority of the voters
voting ‘thereon favor thie measiire; {t:shall go-into effect fmmediate:
ly or on the dn!e therein specified, .

Sec. 510, The. 1 g lald down in
gections 503 and 504 abave as to the formation. of committees for
the.Initiation of méasures and-as to the form of petitions.and slgna-

all ary rulés, ulat and to office. as hereln
required, ‘All employees and subordinate officers shall.attend :coun.
cil meetings as they may be required by the councll; they shiall keep.
the council fully informed as to the operation and needs of ‘thelr va.
rious departments, .and shall -perform il other duties required by
this charter,.

See, 602, - Powers and duties of the city clerk. The powers.and

duties of the city clerk shall be:
(n) To keep ail the records: of the clty, not necegsarily and

thire papers’ shall-apply- to the as far as: e, but
with such verbal changes as may: be ne Ve A e peti-
tion ‘shall read as follows:

REFERENDUM PETITION.

Praposing the repeal of an ordinance (or resolistion, or portion.of.an

appertalning to the other officers. thereof:

" '{b) To attend all meetings of the couricli-and to act &5 secré-
‘tary of the.couneil and to keep such rtecords as may be required by
thig chartér or by vote of the councll; biit the’ éotincli may at its

as-the case may be)-ta.

twenty dollars for legal advise, 'y, copying;
notaries’ fees.. Any violationi ‘of the provisions of thls section shnll
constitute a’ misdemeanar,

(stating. the purpose ‘of the measure); a copy of which ordinance
(or tesclution, -or -portion !hereot) is hereto attactied, The pm~

v exclude hin from meetings at which his removal is.con-
sidered;

e) To-recelve all moneys payablé to the village and from
such mioneys pay upon-presentation all-orders qrawn by him and
countersigned by thie mayor and to perform such: other dutles ord
narily. pérformed by a city treasurer or such duties imposed uipon a

(@) To keep all the ‘accounts of thé city, to receiVe-ali claims
against the city and to draw orders for moneys payable by the city,

as d in this charter;
(e} - 'To keep the council fully advised .as to the financial condl.

Se¢, 502; Further regulations, “The council shali as 001 as pos-| posed repeal {s sp by the of¢
sible after the organjzation of the city #overnment under thig char~ Name: . N ] Address
ter ‘provide by ordinance such further i for the ini 1. ey
referenium, and. recall, not inconsistent with ihis charter, as may |2, i clty tré by laws
be . Such ordl shall include-the relevant pro:{3; i
visions of this-charter, . . N "

INITIATIVE 5. lwr - - L2
Sec. 508. lnllllﬂon ‘of measures. Any flve electors may Iorm The lildy : erst the nature of the
nto a for the of a of hereto_attached, and ig it to be detrimental to the

public ‘concern. After formulating' their measure they Shall me a
verified:copy ‘thereof with: the tity clerk together with -thelr names
and addresses as ‘members of such committee; They shall ‘also -at
tach a verified copy of the proposed wieasure to each ‘of the signa-

welfare of the city; petition the council for its submissidn 16 a:vote
of the elgetors for their approvnl ot disapproval.

Name Address

1. z

ture papers herein describied, lugether with thelr names and addres:
es as sponsors therfor,

Sec. 504. Form of petition and; of signature papers. The peti-
tion for the adoption. of any nieasure shall consist of the measure,
together with all the signature papers snd affidavits thereto at
tached: Such petition: shall not be:complete unless signed by a num-
ber of voters equal to’it Jeast ten per-cent of thietotal number of
wvotes cast at the last preceding regular municipal election. All the
signatures néed not be on ‘oié signature paper, biit the circulator of
every such papershall make an affidavit that each signature appended
to-the paper is the gemiiné slgnatuire -0f the persen whose name it
purports to be, Edch ' sighature papet shail be in substantfally the
following form:

INITIATIVE PETITION
Proposiig ani-ofdinance {or resolution), ‘s the: case /may . be) to
{stating the piirpose of the mensure);
& copy of which ordinance (or fesolution). Is l\ereto attnchcd. *This

2

3

Bee, 511, Referendum Imlluls. ’rhe ballots used in any referen-
dum election ‘shall ¢onform to the:rules laid down. In section 507 of
this charter for initiative ballots,

RECALL:

See; 512, The veenll,. Any five electors may {orm themselves in-
to a comimittee for the purposé of bringing about the recall of any
eleeted ‘officer of the city, The committee shall certlfy to the:city
clerk the nume of the officer whose removal Is sought, a t

cll:the annual budget;

{f) "To perform such-other duties as may be prescribed by this
charter or Tequired of him by ordinance or resolutions adopted by
the coltriell.

Sec, 603, -Subordinate officers; There shail be such other officers
as fhe. councll may create by ovdinaiice,: The couneil may by irdl-
nance abolish offices ‘which havé Been created- by ordinance, and
it'may comblric the dutles of various offices; created by ordinince,”
as it may see fit.

See, 604, Purchakts: and contraets, All contracts; bonds; atid-in.
struments. of: evety kind to which the clty 'shall be a pavty shall be
signed- by the mayor on behalf of the ¢ty and attésted by the city
clerk, and shn‘ll be executed in ‘ihe naric ot the ¢ity dnd authorized

of the grounds foi remioval in not more than two hundred and !my
words and thelr Inténtion to biring about his.recall. A copy of this
certificate shall be attaclied to each signature paper .and no glgnn

by o1 ordl duly adopfed by the councll, .,

See, 605, Contracts, how-let. In all cases of work to be done by
cantract, eithei  munleipal or progrietary, or for
the of property of ‘nny kifid, - where

tuite paper shall beé put into efrculation previous to such cert!

See. 513, Recall petitions. ‘The petition for the vecall of any o(-
ficla) shall -eonsist of & certifieate Identical with that filed with the
city clerk together with'all the sighature papers and-affidavits there.

the nmount involved 1 more-than five hundred doliars, unless the
council shall by ‘an emergency .ordinance olherwise: provide, the
couricil shall advertise for bids in stieh manner as may be designated
by ‘the eaunell.- Conirdels of: this magnitude shail be let to the Tow-

measure 188p by the 16 attached, All the signatures need fiot be on one paper;
Nue Adnlr;ss but the cireulator of every such papér shall make an affidavit that
1. each {o. the paper 1s the penuine signature of
2. tiie person whose name it purpmts to bc. Edch sighature paper shall
3. 2~ | e i1 the g forim
4. RECALL PETITION .
5. " a Proposing the ecall of. g Irom hils officc.as
The i lector thé termis‘and the nature{ . —immammeenm— Wiich recdll 4s Solight for- the veasons set

of the measire hereto attached; petition ‘the councll for its adoption,

or;. In lieit thereof, for its submission: to-the eleciors for thelt ap-

Ko;l—l; ‘l;;ﬁ;e attached cerificate; This movement.is sponsored by the
Jollowing :commiittee of ¢lecfors:

proval. Nane . Address Name . Address
4. . 1,
2, 2
3. |8 .
At the end of the llst-of slgnatures shall be appended the affidavit |4 5 - N
of -the circulator, rientioned above, B ) .
Sée,. 503, Filing of pemlunn and- action thereon, .All the signa:| ‘The ¥ eléctoi's; 1 the nature of the charges

ture papers shall be filed In the office of the clty clerk as one Instro.
mefit. Within five days after the filing.of the petition the elly clerk
shall ascertain by examination the: number of electors whose signa:
tures ‘avé appended theréto; and whether this mimber s at least ten
_per cent of the total number of electors who cast their votes.at the
‘last precedig regular munleipal election, If' he finds the petliion
insufficlent or lrregular, -he shall at ance notify one or more.of
the commiltee’ of sponsors of that fact, certifying the reasons-for
his findinigz, The committee shall then ‘be given thirty days in which
to-file- additfonal slgnatiire papers and to' correct the petition in all
other particulaps. If at the.end of that perlod: the: patition is-fouind
to be st insufficlent or-Iriegular-the clerk shall fle the same In
his ‘office and shall naflfy cach mémber: of the: committee of ‘that
fact, The final finding ‘of the insufficlency or irregularity of a pe-
tition shall not prejudice. the filing-of a new petition for the same

againsk the offlcer tieveld sought to be recalled, desive ‘the holding
of a ‘récall election.foit that puipose.
Narnte Address

1 r

3

ast ible bidder, but the term *lowest vesponsible bidder’t
shall be inter) prefed.as giving the council the right to accept any bld
which it deems moit -advantageous to the city, The councll may,
however, reject any and all bids. Nothing contained in this section
shall prievent the councll from. contracting by five-sixths vote for
the deing of work with pr ; orfrom: the

of patented -appliances by the same majority, Fur ther rcgulalluns
for the making of blds-arid the letting of contraets: shall be: miade
by “ordinance, subject to the provisions of thig charfer:

CHAPTER 7
. ‘Taxation -and Finance

See, 700, Counell fo control finances, ‘The couicit shall hiave full
auihorliy over the financial affajrs of the.city, and shall provide for
the colleetion of il revenues and other assets, the nudltlng and sets
tlement of ang; the safekceping and of pub-
ile monéys, anil in the exerclse of & sound discretion shall ake ap-
propriations for the piyment of ali llabilities and expenses, At thé
Afst rogular meeting followlng the regular: minicipal electlon the
counicil shall deslgnate the depository for all city funds for the fiscal
year and. shall deslgnate the amount of and approve the eollateral
for the of siich funds,

3.
iAt-tha end of the list of slgnalU)'cs shatl be appended the affidavit
ot ‘the cliculatoi, mentioned inbove,

See, 514, Fillng of petitfon. Within thirty days afier the filing.
of the origlnal certificate; the committee ‘shall. file the completed
patitton in the office of the city-clerk; The. clty clerk shall examine
the same within the next five days, and if he finds it irregularin any
way; or finds that the niimber of sigrers fs less than twenty-five per
cent of the total number of electors.who cait their votes at: the last

regular lectfon, e shall s6 notlfy one or more

purpose; nor shall it prevent the council from: referring. the
to. the electors at'the next tegular or any speclal election, at its op:
tion.

Sec, 308; Acllon of couticll on pefifion,. Whenever the -petition
shall be found to be sufficlent, the city clerk shall so certify 1o the
counell at It next ‘meet'nig: stating the ntimber-of petitioners; and
the pcrcemagc of the total sumber of veters which they constiiute,
and_the council shall at orice vead the measuré and vefer it to an
appropriaie ¢ofimittee, which may be a committee .of the wliole,
The commitice ot couneil shall thereupon provide for public hear:
Ings upon the measure, after the holding of which the measure shal
be finally acted upon by the eouncil not later than sixty-flve days df.

of thé , The committes shall then be given ten
days {n which fo file additiopal signature papers-and to:corrcet thc
petition in: all .other respects, but they ‘may not change the states
ment of the ‘grounds upon which the recall §§ sought, If at the end
of that time the ety clerk finds the petition still Insuiflelent or ir:
regular he shall natify all the members. of “the commiitee to that
éffect arid shall file the fétition in his office, - No further action
shall ‘be ‘taken thereon.
See, 515, Recall elections, 11 the petition or amended petition be
faund sufficlent, the clty clerk shall transmit it to the councll with.
out:-délay, and shall also-officlally riolify the person sought. to be re.

called of the sufficiency of the l»etltlon and . of :the pending -action.

See; Y01 Fiscal yedr, The fiscal year of {li¢ city shall end each
year oni the thirty-first tlay of December,

Sec. 02, Systeinr of Taxation; Stibject to thic state constltistion,
and éxcept as forbiddén by It ‘or by-state legislation; the council
shall have fuli power to provide by ordinance for 4 system.of local
taxation’ and to-change the same from tlme.to tlme. Insofar as-the
clty pracutes a revenue from tixes upon real'and pérsonal property
dh.sueh, it shall conform as fully as possible to the general  state
18\ as to the dssessment of such property, and the collection of such
taxes,

Sec, 703, I.Imlt qr tax levy: “‘The fotal nmuuut of mxes levied in
any yelii for all genera], and special purposes whu(sgever, exclusive
of taxes levied for-special for local fmp! upon
property specially benefited thereby; shall be as provided by thn gen-
eral statutes of the State of Minnesota,

Séc; 704, Board of equalization, The couneil shall consum!e a
boird of equalization and: shall meet as sich In the ustal place for
holdltig councl! meetings:on the last Moriday in June to:equalize the
assessiients according to law,

prepare the estimates for the anniigl budget, The estimites of ‘ex-
penditures shall ‘be nuunged for.each departmient or dlvlslnn of the

tlen and needs of the elty, and to prepare:-and to submit:to the coun.

‘Se¢, 705. Preparstion of ihie annual budget, 'Tlic eity clerk shall

ey
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cily ‘under-the followinig heads: (1) ordinary expenses (for opera-
tion, ‘maintenance, -and repairs); and (2) capltal outlays (for new

new and all i of a lasting
cter). Ordinatry ‘shall be: subdlvldcd into: (@) salaries,
with a list of-all salarled offices' and positions, with. the salary al:
lowance and the sumber of persons holding each; (b) wages; (¢)
printing, advertising, teléphone; ‘telégraph, express charges, and
other like ifems; (d) supplies and repairs, with-sufficlent-detail to
be readily 8 CAll and d shall be clearly
shown, In parallel eolumns shall be added the-amounts. granted and
the amounts expended under simflat Hieads for the past two .com:
Pleted fiseal years, the current fiscal ‘year to date and an e of

speclal assessments agalnst benefited: property; There. shall be pnld
Into this fund: (1) collections of special assessments, with interest, |
levied against ‘benefited’ property; (2) proceeds of bonds or. certift:

cates of indebtedness sold by the city In iel of

1ssue of such emergency debt certificates shall take the form of an
ordinance approved by five:sixths: of the members of the ‘council;
the ordinance may; it deemed necessary; be passed as an emergency

collections; and the proceeds of inter-find: Ioans; (3) amourits from
other city funds representing either:(a) apportionments ‘of :costs
agalnst the clty at large, (b); benefit assessments against ‘city prop-
erty, .or (¢) appropriations to maintain the integrity of the fund,
‘There shall be-pald out:of this fund; (1) all expenses .and costs of
the improyement projects that are financed through the fund; (2)
the redemption of all special assessment fund bonds and certifieates

the total current ﬂscnl yeur. In-addition to: the-estimates of expendi.
tures, the shall Includé a stat f'the which
kave accrued for the past two completed fiscal ‘years, ‘with the
ted and the together- with .the
same Information; as far as possible, for the current fiseal yedr; and
an estimate :of the revenues for the ensulng fiscal ‘year; The state
ment of revenues for each year shall specify the following items:
sums derlved from (@) tnxnllnn, {b) fees, (c) ‘fings; (d) Interest;
{e) not ‘included n the () sales and
rentals, (g) operation of public utllities, (h) special. assessments,
and (1) sales of bonds and other obligations.. Such éstimstes shall
be printed or typewritten, and there shall be'at least twelve copies,
one-for-each member of the council; ori¢ !ur the mayor, one for the
city lerk, and one at least to be posted in’a‘publie place In the: city, |
‘The estimates shall be submitted to the, council at its regularmonth-
1y meeting In. August, and shall be mnde publlc. ‘The' clty clerk may
submit with the estin such
as ke . may deem necessary, nnd during the first. three yem‘s under
1his charter he ghall be to the ot
his: fon as re only such’ of the city’s

of: indébt with at or before u 5-and any intex-

Sec. 718, Bonds outside of the debit limit, In:nddition to the pow-
ers of the council 10 issue bonds and certlficates of indelitédness oth.
erwise authorized by this charter; the council may, -subject to the
referendum: powers of-the voters, issue bonds for legsl purposes
outside of the bonded-debt limit for construction, extending, en-
larging or improving water.and lghting and heat and power plants,
or elther, ‘or other Teévenue producing public utilitles of whatever
nature, owned and -operated by the city, or of acquiring property

fund loans; (3} tmnsfers 10 the general fund:of any

surplus of the fund, In the discretion of thie council; and: {4) abate:
ments: of assessmients and refunds. of receipts in:error.. The-coufcil
shall maintain the integrity of this {ind by -appropriations from tax
funds if necessary, and in additfon miy create and maintafn in the
fund a cash.reserve of $15,000.00 for working capital purposes. In
order 1o antlelpate: thie colléctlon of: ‘special assessments the: coun:
cll: may: by’ a majority Vote {ssue and ‘sell bonds and certificates of
indebtedness, pledging the full faith and eredit of the city or pledg:
ing: only special In such and {es as: it
may- of the p of sectlons 715; provid-
ed that the aggregate amount o! such ‘bonds dnd .certificates out-
standing at any time shall not exceed the sum of the tollowing:
{1). all levied: and uncoll (2) lé cost of|
work {n progress; and (3): $15,000.00 cash. reserve for working capl:
tal, The. total sum: of such bonds ang certificates so. issued by the
council shall never exceed five per cent of the'last valua:

rieeded: in

Sec; 710.. Public utllity revenue certlficates. Subject to the ref-
erendum powers of the people, thé ¢ty councll may by resolution
provide: for the fssuance and sale of public utility reventie cartifi-
cates payable solély from the Public Utllity Fund of. the tity:in such
amount as inay be deemed necessary-and expedlent by the council
for the establishment, ucqulsltlon or coiistruction of any public util-
ity or for the , reépalr or re-
construction -of. any. existing public. utlllty of the cuy. Such public
utllity reveriue certlficates shall bear such date, mature.at such time
or-times not-exceeding -thirty years, bear such rate or rates.of in.
terest not exceeding six per cefit per ahnum, and be sold at-such.

the best interests of the city. They shall be payable solely from. the

(ermf thereof to levy, collect, use or apply.any moneys recélved or

tion of the city, including money and. credits; but ln computing the
total sim .of such bonds-and certificates, unpald bonds:and cert!fi-

whh those ot the previous government of the Village:of Litchfield
as may be feaslble and pertinent. The council may In its discretion
permit elimination  from -the blidget estimates ‘of expentitures of
bond issues; utility funds and speclal assessment {unds,

See: 708, Passage ‘of the budget. The bugdget: shall be the prinel-
‘pal item of business at the regular menthly meeting - of- the coun:
o} in ‘Septémber;, and the - councll shall ‘hold. adjourned meetings
from time to time until all the haye been cf ered, The

i shall be so. as: to give. Interested cltizens. a reas
sonable amount 6f time In which to be heard, and an opportunity to
ask such questions: as may: seem pertinent to-them, The budget. es.
Jimates shail be-vedd in full, and the eity clerk shall explain theé va-
rious tems: thereof as fully as may be deemed ‘nécessary by the
council, The annual budget finally agreed upon shall be a resolution
sefting forth in detall the complete financlal project of fhe clty for
1he ensuing fiseal year, It shall indleate the sums to he ralsed anad
from.-what sources, and the suins to be spent and:for:what pur.
posEs, {o the plan in section 705, The total sum
appropriated shall be less.than the total estimated reveniie by a safe
margin, The cotnell shall adopt the budget resolutlon not later: than
1he first day in October,

Sec, 707 "Enforcement of the budget. It'shall bé the duty of the
council to: adhere:strictly to. the provisions of the budget. It shall
not-approve or authorize any” expendituré -unless -an appropriation
‘has been made In the budget. No officer or employee of ‘the city
shall ‘place. any grders or make iny purchasé éxcept for the pur-
poses and to the.amounts ‘authorized .in the budget.

Sec;: 708, Alterations in the budget. After the budget shall have
been diny adopted, the council shall not-have power 10 increase the
amounts ‘therein fixed, whether by the insertion of new items or
otherwise, beyond the estimited revenues; unless the nctual recelpts
shall excetd such estimates; and in that event not byond- stch actu:
al receipts: But the -council shall have no asuthority to reduce the
amounts appropriated in the budget xor lhe payment ot prineipal

cates, ding .r bonds and certificates, issued for such
purposes prior-to the adoption of thls charter shall not be included,
In order that the fund-may be adn ed.on g self: bas
&ls, all impr t projects 1 through it shnll ugon -com.
pletion be:certified by ‘the city clerk as to total cost; Which .shall
thereupon "be apportioned by the cduncil elther as

for the p of efther or
Interest on-such certificates except for the: payment.of charges. for
service rendered or benefits received by the city, Any resolution
authorizing-the {ssuance of certificates under this section may- con-
taln such covenants which will be binding on the clty as the cauncil
may d(:em advisable to: nsslst. in, the sale of such certificates, Any

g the of any.such: certificates may: be
amended: asito any or its- provisions by subsequent -resolition or:

to be from; t )

against benefited property. or'as amotmts dig from other:city funds,
Amounts apportioned agatiist other eity Iunds shall be'due not later
thari the dates of of the rolls,

‘prior to the actual :delivery of the cerﬂﬂca(es
therein. anthorized,
Notie of the provlsions of Chnpter 21B, of Mason's 1927 Mlnnesota

shall be chiarged Intetest as in'the case of assessments and, shall be
paid into the fund, with:any fntefest due; not later than ong year
after the-due dates,

(e} A publiciutility fund Into. which shall be:paid all money de-
rived from the sdle of bonds issued.on account of any municipally
oiwned utility’ and all money derived: from the sale of utility ser-
vices;.and from the sale of any property acquired for or used. in.con.
nection with any such utility, There shall be paid out of this fund

and. acts; ¥ or )] thereto, relating. to:
regulations of sales of stocks, bonds. and other securities,. stiall be
applicable’ to the certificales {ssued pursuant to this section, The
validity: of such certificates shall not be dependent on or affected by
the valldity or regularity of any proceedings relating.to the project
for which the certificates are issued. The resolution nuthorlzlng
such certificates may provide. that the certificates shall contain a
recital that they ave issued pursuant to this section, which recital
shall be conclusive: evidence of the valldity and: regularity of their

the cost of the tion, operatlon, 1 and
repalr. of stich utlmy, Including ‘the principal of and. interest upon
obligations which have been or shall be ‘issued on its account, to.
gether with transfer to any otller fund' of ‘any uilemcumbered sur
plus ‘of the fund, in the discretion of the. council, ‘Separate funds
shall be: kept for.all utilitles which are optrated separately.

In addition. to-the foregoing funds, there. may be malbtained {a the
ity treasury, whenever tho councll deems it advisable; the following
fundsy

(1) A working eapital or revolving fund, for firiancing Self-sus.
talning activitles not accotinted forr through-other. funds;

{g) A trust and ageticy fund, foi the care and-disbufsement ot
money recefved and ‘held. by the city as trusteg or custodian or In
the caplcity of an agent for or 6ther govi units;

(h) Siich othér funds. as may be required by statute or ordinarice;

Ini lieu of @ any of the three i types of funds,
‘the council may provide for the récording of operations or activities
for which {he use 6f such funds might be suitable through the

or - interest on: bonds; ¢ {f or -
warrants of the city, drthe px‘nvls\ons made it the budget for any
sinking fund,

Subject to ‘ihe forégoing provisions and -except as herein before
‘provided, the councll may at any time by Tesolution, adopted by a
five-sixths vote, change or alter the amount appropriated for any
purpose or object in the budget, whether fn'the samé or any other
fund, and ‘authorize appropriate transfer in the budget accounts to.
effect the same; and may by the vate ‘authorize the transfer of an
d and U ed balance for any lawful purpese or

object,
Sec. 709, ‘Levy and collectlon of taxes. On or béfore the fivst of
October each yéar the ‘council shall lévy by resolition the taxes
'y to. meet thie veq of the hudget for the ersuing
fiscal yar, The-city clerk shall transmit-to the county-auditor annu.
ally, fiot later than the tenth of October, a statement of all the tax.
s Jevied, and such taxés shall be coliécted and the payment thereot
be:enforced with ‘and in like manner as state and county taxes. No
{ax shall be nvalid by reason of any informality in the manier of
levying the sdiié; nor hecause the dmotnt levied shall exceed. the
amovnt required to be raised for* the special: purposes for which the
sume 3§ levied, but iii that case the.surpius shall go into the fund
to which stich tax belongs. .

See, T10:. Tax settlemeit wilh county trensurer. The clty clerk
shall sée. to. it that-all moneys in.the county treasury belonging to
the city are promiptly turned over to the city according. to law.

Sec:: 71L. . Disbursements. How made, All disbuisements. shall
Be made only upon, the order of the mayor and elty clerk; duly
authorized by o motion of the council, and every such moflon and
order shall specify the puipose for which the disbursément s made,
and;indfcate that it 15 to be paldiout of the proper fund; provided
hoiwever; that disbursements for interest and other fixed chargas,
and sn!arles and wages of regular employees may be.made when
due without a motlon of the council. Eacl' such order-when duly
signed by the mayot and clerk shall beecome. operative as.a check.
H, upon presentation for payment, any. such.order 18 not paid for
want of funds,; stich order shall not. become operatlve as a-check
put the clerk shall endorse thereon “fot pald for want of funds": to-
gethior with the date of préséntation, and-such order shall thereups
on draw Ihlerest from said date until paid at a rate not-to exceed
glx per cent per annum: Any order or motion-for the payment of
money-viclating any provision of, this section shall be void, and any
officer of the-city violating any" provision of this section shall be
personaily responsible for the amount of such payment, if any such
payment §s made ¢ontrary to'the provisions hereof. No contract ve-
quiring the: pryiment of money by the elty shall be valid imless the
particulnr fund out of which the same s to be paid is specified in
tich contract, The councll may by ordinance make further régula.
tions for the safekeepirig and disbursement of the clty’s funds,

See, 712, Funds to.bo Kept. ‘There shall bip maintained in the city
irepsury the followlng. funds for-the suppurt of which the council
miy lévy taxes:

(n). A general fund for the payment of sucli expenses of the elty as
1he council may deem proper, Into. this fund shall-be paid all money
not ‘providéd hereln or by statute to be paid.nto aby other, fund;

(b) A debt service fund, Into which shull be pald all rccelpts
1rom taxes 'or other: sources for-the payment of principal nnd lmer‘
.est, of all obligations Issued by the city except bonds fssued’on ac-
coiint of any Tocal Improverhent to-be financed wholly or pattly Hy
specinl nsges§ments' and bonds issued on dccount of any municipal-
Jy-owned utility, Out of this fund shall be paii the principal and in:
erest of §ich obllgations when due, Any surplus in such: fund not
needéd hnmedlately for debt service may be fnvested under the al
reciion ot the councli:in such securitles as are authorlzed by Statute
for ‘the investmeént of siich funds; and such iny may be

7 of separate decolints in dny appropriate fund alvendy
establlshed;

Sec. 713, Receips 1o go to-city clepk.. All receipts of money be.
Ionglng to the clty, or any branch thereof, excepting only those
funds collected by the caunty. freasirer;, shall be pald in to the city
clerk by the person authorized to recelve the same before the close
of each succeeding business day. All such moneys; and also all moa-
eys recelved upon. tax settlements Imm the:county treasurer, shall
be deposited as soon as recelved in 4" bank or banks deslgnated by
thé city council. Any person in the employ of the clty guilty ot a

viclatlon of this pravision shill be liable to be rediteed {n ranlc-and
salary or 16 be dismissed from-his office or posltion; as:the couticl]
may determine after a hearing,

Sec, 714, Accounts ani reports. The city clerk shiall Lie the chief
accounting officer of the city and of every braiich thereof, and the
council -may ‘prescribe. and enforce’ proper . decolinting methiods,
fornis, blanks, and other devices consistent with the Taw, this ‘chiar:
ter, and the ordinances In accord with it. He 'shall submit to the
council & each month: g the amouiit of money in
his-custody, the-status of all funds, the amount spent-or chaigeable
agalnst each of the annual budget allowanices dand the balanices Jeft
in-each,-and such: other information relative to the finances of the
city, a5 the couricil may. Teguire. Once each yeai, on or before the
first dny of February;, the cily elerk shallf
stibmlt:a Féport to the téuncll covering the entire financlai opera:
tlons of the city for the past year, This-report thll show the aetual
total vecelpts and actual total: exp ures,
and stating the:cash balance at the glnnlng of the-last-fiscal year
and at the close; the fotnl outliys for operation and inainteriance,;
and the total capl!nl’uuun)s' the condltion of éach of the furids; the
tatal receipts by sotirces and- the total expenditurés for general pur:
poses; the total outstanding bonds and debis-of the clty, when due;
the amount of ngiv bonds isstied and the dioiint redeemed, dnd the
interest rate of edch; the condition: of all the annual budget allow-
ances; and aninventory-of all the property owned by the city; and
suchi further informatlon as the ‘cottncit and other city officials and
the taxpayers should liave,

Sec: 715, Bonded debt anil dolit Wmit, The bonded ‘debt ot the
clty of Litehfield shall fiot-exceed such llmits #s viow- ave: or hereli-
after miay be provided by the. geticral statutes of the State of Min.
nesotd, ‘No ‘borids shinll ever be issued to pay eurrent ‘expenses. or
to refund certificates of Indébicdness issued to providé for tempora.
ry deflefericles in the revenues to tover current expenses. All bond
1ssues, except ‘utiilty reveénue certificates provided in seetlon 719 of
this charter, .must first be approved by & majority vote of those
lawfully voting on' sald proposition at any general or specia) mu:
nicipal “election.

Sec; 716, Form and repayment of bonds, All bonds issued by

Such certificates shali not be Ineluded in determining the
net lndebtedness of the city under tlils charter-or applicable Taw,

The coimcl] shall Have the' power to Issue réfunding revenué.cer-
tificates to refund any:sich public utlllty révefiue certificates prevl-
ously issed awhen the: funds on hand in.the public uthity fund are
insufficient to meet any maturing ‘public utility revenue certificates
or intérest or-to refund any such-éertificates. at their aptional or
callable ‘dates where such certificates are when Issued: made option-
al or callable:at some time prior to”their ‘maturity’ date, The-1ssu-
ance: of such' refunding certificates: shiall be authorized by a resolu-
tion of the. counell and shall' constitute the: same lien or charge ont
thc public utflity fund as did-the certificates refunded,

CHAPTER 8
Public I and- speeial

See, 800, The cily plnn. The clty ‘conncit shatl, wwith the nasistance:
of an engincer or.an. pdvisory -elty: planuing commission, it either or
bolh: be- appointed by the clly coitneil, and such other service that i€
miny ‘deein necessiry, prepare tnd adopt by ordinnnce a complete phin
for the physteal dévelopmeit: of the eity, Suchi plan may be altered
from -time to- tie {u. the Same muoner, The plon shall include
provigions for zoning to regulate the locatlon, size, use and. height of'
-billidings, the arrangenient of buildings on Iots, and the density of
population in the city and may make varled regilntions for tle dif-
erent dlstricts thereof: and iy incluile provisions for- platting and
deyelopment of inew arcas;. for the plaimlng . and - Yoention ot nubllc
works of art,-publlc 1 purks, , bridges;
tion: lines aud other public fuciilties, and for the lnying oit, grading;
Anil. improving the -streets; strenms nnd publie jilnces; as well us for
all other: matters which may:seem  essential to. sucli- plan,

Sec, 801, Enforcement: of -the. city Plan, The -clty: coungil shiatl
have: all ‘necessiry powee. to.compal complite aithererice by all persons
to. thie. plan .ndopted and all ofieets dre charged with the duty of
Jeporting to- the city coifucil all depirtures from the mty Plan which
come to their attentlon.

See, 802, Tower o imako i and. levy Ihe:
City of Liichriell shall have the power tovinnke auy nnd-efery t¥pe
ot public. Tmproveincat not forbidden. by the laws ‘of -this state, und
to- levy srectal nssessinents for all:snch ng ave of a lodit ehinraeter, The
mummLs assessed tH beiiufiteil: property: to pay for-local improvements
may wiiial e cost ot g Inprovement with. intorest until paid, tink
shall 1t no ‘ease exceed the valuesof the benefits recetved by sueh
property.

See. 803, Loeal Imum\en\enls regulutions, After thls ehtirter: tnkes
effect: Joeat imprpvements shull continue for the timé being to be wnde
ug far a8 posaible-decording o the .charter provislons and inws pre
viongly applieable thereto. As’ goonr 08 ‘possible; -however, the couneil
shnlt xu'l.-luu'u amd adopt u romplete ordibarice. covering every type of
public improvement, ani when ‘this erdinance tikes effect 1t stialf
supplant othier provistons of lnw oe charter apon thé gana subject,
1t may be amended from time to time s other ordingiees, 1§ shalt
elnssify publie jmprovements ity three groups, ns: follows;. fitst, thoese
wlileh. shafl -be constructed .ov provided citively from thé geieril

provided partly from general vevennds. niid partly from specind nysesg.
nents; and: thlvd, those whicli shall be constructed or provided-entirely
by speclill. nssessmeiits, e Second. cliss iy be further subilivided,
The; ordinnuee shal) provide o domplote working éode, éovérhig petitlons
of  vesldent prnpm‘ly ownets, the -determination of naséssments anid

public apipeals - frout. “assessments mul
the triil thergof; the of thie over
o Perlod of not fn exceeil ten yenrs, the collection .of ngsessments nlong
with other’ tnxes or otherwise, fiinltics for delinquenecy In. wnklni
piynients; nid alf dther niitters approprinté to the subject of locul
lm]»rutcmenks dral ussessml.'nts. After the pusslu:e of sueli ordinanee,: all

the city shall be in reguint number serles, As nearly as

but not beyond a ratio-of 21 to I; an, equal amoiint of each sciles

shall fall due each year; No bonds shall be Issuéd to tuli for a long-
life

- fay: publie ite shall conform: to the
umnntlmm mm dinvn In such- ordiinnee:
See, B0k Publie works; how perl‘«rnml. Public worki fucludiitz

er term. {han. seventy-five per cent of the
of the property or-improvement for Whielr the bonds are authorlzed,
as ascertained and set forth In the ordinanee authorizing sald bonds,
and in no case shall bonds be issued to' rin for more thin twenty
years, The purposes for which bonds: are -authorized: shall be set
forth i the ordinance authorizing them; and the proceeds from such
bonids :shall not. be diverted to any other purpose.. It shall be the
duty of the city .clerk to. Ihelude fn his estimates: each year @ sum
of sims amply sufficlent:to pay-tha principal of, and the Interest on;
nny botids which are to fall due in the coming fiseal year, and an-
othér sum sufficlent to pay the interest for the same year on. the
bonds which will bé still outstanding. It shall be the duty of the
counell, enforéeable by mandamus upon, the suit of any bond-holder
of taxpi , to include suich sum or Sums as may-be necessary for

Hguidated at any time;

(¢} ‘A bohd fund, Intc which shall be pald and-dlsbursed the
procedds of all bonds Issued by the city ‘except bonds {sstied on ac-
count of #ny lacal improvement” 1o bé financed wholly of partly by
spécial assessments and bonds Jssued on account of any municipally
owned utilitys A separate hond account shall be kept fof ench issue
61 siich bonds;

{d) A specidl assessmeént. fund, which shall be tsed to financeé los
cal finprovements that are to ‘be paid for, fri whole ‘or In_ part; from

this purpose in the annual budget which it passes:

Sec, 717, .Emergency debt certificates. If in nny year the ve.
celpts from. taxeés or. other sourcés should from soime: unfofséen
catise become insufficlént for the ordinary ‘expensés of the city; or
if-any calamity or other public emergency stiould subject the clty to
thie-necessity of making extraordinary expendltures, then the. cotifis
cil may authorize the sale by the eity clérk of emergency debt cer:
tiicates fo.run not-to: excted. five years and to bear interest at a

all, 16¢a1 Ty i mayhe: Tepatritl nid. muin:
tithied either by- eontmch Ly iny agendy: ot the stite or Tedefnl Fov.
crimonit providlng work o o retfef Lnsls aid v died ot dlvdet velef;
or whent ‘muthorized by the ccuncn, djrietly by i ety \Mmrtmex}t i

conformity. with Plans; i1 fnd Tiefore
bids: the clty derk shnl!, umler the-direction: of the, Zounicll, hoave suit-
able plis @nd for. the materiol or

praject nud tho. estimate of the cost thereof 1n detaiy, iie, award of
miy contrunet pivounting to wiore: than ten thousaud . dollary shall re.
quire.n flve-sixths vote of the’council. When the best futerests of the
eity will be serveil “theroby, the - elty cousicit may orgautve i eonstrue-
tion. department under cotispetent sipervision nnd provme 1t Avlth
suitable equipment. The yight I8 rescivéd: to the clty councll upen. thi
recomwendation of ‘an englueér to perrurm any- -work. to he let. by
contraét througlh Itd All t shall Tie
1it to. the iowest responsible blader; hut the .term “lowest resiponsiblée
bidder” shall be interpireted. s giving the cnnncll thu Thiht to aceept
nny: bid Wwhich it to e most 5. to the.clty, The
cuuiiell shall tesérve tue tight to feject auy or all Uildd, Detalled proe
céedliigs governing the iilvertisement for Dids und the’ exepution, of
the: contiet shall be preseribed by ordindiice. ity Bhall require
confractora-to furnish proper bonds foi tho nmtcf.tiou of the ¢ty, the

rate not ta exceed six per cent per anhum; The authorization of any

cinployees nnd matérinl: wen,

revennes “of the. city; .second, those whicl sliall e constructed o

time or times and under such. ferms. as the council may deem for

public utillty: fund and the city shall be expressly-relleved by the .
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2 HOME RULE OHARTER—CITY OF LITCIIFTALD

' CERTIFICATION OF COMMISSION
L _Wé},;‘th,e, ﬂi}ndersigped, being dixl’y qualified and écting members of
~+the Board of Fregholders (Charter Commission) in and for the Vil-

S ;age‘pf Litchﬁgld,' Megktar County, Minnesota, appointed by the Hon-
.~ orable G, E. Quale and the Honorable Harold Baker, Judges of the

g District Court of the Twelfth Judicial District on the 94th day of

[ Jauuary, 1942, do heteby certify that the attached document, con-
‘77f$_l§t1ng.’9f twelve chapters and one hundred fifteen Sections, is the
.- draff of a proposed charter prepared and framed by said Board of

e '?F‘xl'eeholdgrs,k and hereby- affix our signatures to said draft in testi:
- mony of ‘our approval thereof, and deliver the same to the Honor-

- -able H."A. Plate, Mayor of said Village of Litchfield, as the chief
- maglstrate or executive thereof, for action pursuant to law.

Dated at Litchfield, Minnesota this 13th day of May. 1043, -

© SAM 6. GANDRUD, Chojrman | KARL A, DA? q
D, Ch o [+ A, DANTOLSON
i T‘EANOR ROBERTSON, Secretary (% W. WAGNER
41&:51}?0-@ o D. N. THARALSON
- PALM - W, B. MACKLIN, Jr.
G, SILVERBERG _ A. T, HAWKINSON
PR , EDNA WHITAKER
i T T BAUMGARTNDR ‘ MAGDALEN PAYNE

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION OF HOME RULE CHARTER

- State of Minnesota | -
County of Meeker SS‘

o dﬁeg'mri'.,i?ﬁ,fé:te% Mayor of the Village of Litchfield and as such the
 tached and mad ° sau’l Village do hereby certify that the charter at-
" of the chartey & ptut of this certificate, is a true and correct copy

0 Trer returned and filed with the Village by tlie duly appointed

 hhd qualified bonrd of freeholders of said village.

: vote}s f:?ﬁer certify that said charter was duly submitted fo the
Village on the Xﬂlage of Litchfield at n specinl election held In said
oF 2(85 for"'the gth, day of June, 1043, and svas duly adopted by a vote
in 'said’V'ﬁ f_c arter and 159 against the charter. the fotal vote east

Yitin ; ge Oi Ll;@hfleld at said election being 44 -

g €88 My hand and the coppopate senl of fhe Village of Titehfield

* this 6th day of July, 1943, ¢ corporate seal of the Village of Litchfield

: o IL A. PLATE
Mayor of the Village

of  Litchfield, Mimn,

R: W. SWANSON
.. Village Recorder
- (Sean) |
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HOME RULE CHARTER
- CHAPTER 1
Name, Boundaries, Powers, and General Provisicns. . ‘
Section 100, Name and boundaries. Upon the taking effect -of
this charier the Village -of Litchfield in tlie County of Meeker and
State of Minnesota, shall become a city under the name and style

“of the City of Litchfield, and shall continue to be ‘a muniecipal cor-
-poration with the same boundaries as now are or hereafter may be

established, such boundaries now being as follows:

All that territory embraced in the following descriptions and
boundaries, to-wit: The east half (E%) of section eleven (11), the
east half of the northwest quarter (E% of NW) of section eleven
(11), the east half of the southwest quarter (B of SW¥%) of section
eleven (11), the west half (W¥) of section twelve (12), thewesthalf
{W1) of section thirteen(13), the northeast quarter (NE* ) of séction -
fourteen (14), the east half of the northwest quarter (E% of NW4) of
section fourteen (14), the northeast quarter of the southeastquarter
{NEY% of SE%) of section fourteen (14), Government lots one (1),

- two (2), and three (3), of section fourleen (14), Government lot one

(1)-of section twenty-three ((23), and all of that part of the.me-
andered lake known as “Lake Ripley” which is included within the
meandered Jake shore lines of sections fourteen (14), fifteen (15),
twenty-two (22) and twenty-three (23), and a straight line connect:
ing the easterly extremities of said shore-lines, together with a
strip of land twenty (20) feet in width around the entire meandered
lake shore lines of said -section fourteen (14), fifteen (15), twenty-
two' (22) and twenty-three (23), all in township one hundred- nine-
teen (119), range thirty-one (31), in Meeker County, Minnesota;
Sec. 101.- Powers of the city. The City of Litchfield may siie and
be sued; it shall have and use a corporate seal and may alter-its seal
at ‘pleasure; it shall be capable of contraecting and being contracted -
with; it may take by purchase, condemnation or otherwise, and




" HOME RULE CHARTER—CITY OF LITCHFIELD

’ :hdlbyd,‘lease, 'éell and tonvey: ail ‘such real and personal property as

- its purpose may require, or the transaction of its business may ren-

o der cconvenient, within or without the limits of the city; it may ac-
- -Quire; constrict, own, leasé; and-operate public utilities, and render

“public service of every kind; it may grant franchises ov ‘icenses for-

...="the -construction, -operation and maintenance of public atilities in.
- 'over, upon, -and-under the streets and public places in the city, and
. shall have power to fix and regulate the fares, tolls, or charges

-, -which may be collected, order the extensions which shall be made, -
+;and regulate the services-which. shall: be reridered by any owner or:

~operator -of ‘a public utility franchise or license; may assess, levy,

~* and collect taxes, for general or special purposes, on all subjects or

. Objects which the city may lawfully tax; it may borrow money on
- the faith and credit of the city or on a public utility or other prop-
-~ erty owned by-the city, by the issuance and sale of bands or certifi-
- -‘cates- of indebtedness; it may ‘appropriate the money. of the city for

= all Jawful purposes; it may ‘provide for, construct, regulate, and -

" ‘maintain public works and local improvements; it may levy and
__collect assessments for local improvements; it may license and reg-
- ulate Persons, corporations and associations engaged in any business

-~ oceupation, trade or profession; it may define, prohibit, abate, sup-

- press, all things»detrimental to- the health, morals, comfort, safe-
... convenience and welfare of the inhabitants of the city, and all
‘nulsances and causes thereof; it may regulate the construction,

~ height and materials used in all buildings, and the maintenance and

_.~occupancy thereof; it may regulate and control the use for what-

- Bver purposes of the streets and other public places; it may make
-and enforee local police, sanitary, and other regulations; it may pass
‘ordinances-for maintaining and promoting the peace, good govern-

.. ment and welfare of the city, and for the performance of all the
. Iunctions thereof; it shall have all the powers possessed by munici-
‘pal corporations at common law; it shall have, retain and may exer-
cise all powers, functions, rights, and privileges heretofore pos:
sessed by it} it may exercise such powers beyond its corporate lim-
Its as ‘may be necessary for the effective exercise of any powers
granfed herein as now authorized by law; and in addition thereto,
the City of Litchfield shall have and exercise all powers, functions,
Tights, and privileges exercised by, or which are incidental to, or in-

: 'he“?“,tf in; municipal corporations and are not denied to it by the
iconstltutmnor general laws of the State of Minnesota. In addition
to the powers herein and hereatter granted, the City of Litchfield

. stall ?‘?“’e full power to deal with all matters of municipal concern
‘and have complete self.government in harmony with and subject

to thgmmtlt“tion and laws of the State of Minnesota.

Sec. 102, Construction of this charter. The provisions of this

7 "f}i}alffer shall be construed liberally in favor of the city, to the end
t at it may have all necessary powers for the efficient conduet of its
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- municipal affairs, as coniemplated by the municipal home rule pro-

visions of the constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota. The-
epecific mention of particular municipal powers in other sections of
this charter shall not be construed as limiting the powers of the
¢ity in the premises to those thus mentioned: :

Sec. 103. Charter a public act. This charter shall be a public act
and need not be pleaded or proved in any case. It shall take effect
thirty days from and after its adoption by the voters.

Sec, 104, Wards. The City of Litchfield shall be divided ihto
three wards with such boundaries as may be fixed by ordinance
adopted by the council. -

CHAPTER 2
Form of Government

See, 200.- Form of Government. The form of government estab-
liched by this charter shall be known as the “Mayor-Couneil Plan.”
All diseretionary powers-of the city, both legislative and executive,
shall ‘vest in and be exercised by the City Council, subject to the

initiative, referendum, and recall powers of the people, It shall have

complete  control over the city administration, either directly or
through its appointed officers -and heads of departments, except as
delegated exclusively to the city clerk in section 603 of this charter
of to the mayor in section 205 of this charter, ]

Sec. 201. Boards. The council shall by ordinance create a hoard
of health of three members, who shall be appointed by the mayor,

- with the approval of the council, for a term of one year. One

member of the board shall be a physician duly licensed to prac-
tice medicine within the State of Minnesota, of good standing in his
profession, and who shall have been in active practice for at least
{hree years. Such physician shall be chairman of the board of health
and shall be styled “health officer”. The members of the said board
shall bhe residents and electors of the city -at the time of their ap-
pointment and during their respective terms of office. ‘This board
may be compensated for its services if the council so directs. . The
members of the board of health shall have the same authority as
police officers in enforcing the ordinances of said city for the se-
curity of public health. The members of the board of health shall
have and exercise all the authority and powers, arnd shall perform
all the duties granted to or imposed upon local boards of health by
the statutes of the State of Minnesota insofar as the same are ap-
plicable to the City of Litchfield, and they shall enforee alt rules and
ordinances of this city relating to public health. : :

The council shall by ordinance create a library board of nine mem-
bers who shall be-appointed by the mayor, with the approval of the
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éou‘nciL for a term of three years, provided that the present mem-
bers of the library board shall continue to serve until the expiration

-of the term for which they were appointed. The members of the
" said hoard-shall be residents and electors of the city at the time

of ‘their appointment and during their respective terms of -office.

- Members of the said board shall receive no compensation as such. ‘The
- wiembers .of the library board shall have and exercise all the author-
- ity and powers, and shall perform all the duties. granted to or im-

posed. upon library boards by. the statutes of the State of Minne-
sota-insofar as the same are applicable to the City of Litchfield.

B The council shall itself be, and perform the duties and exercise

‘the powers of all 'oﬂie_r boards or commissions. It may, however; ap-
-point temporary commissions with- advisory powers to investigate

: 3"—7 any subject of interest to the municipality; and also' a commission
to prepare .any- city’ plan subject to the approval of the council.

Such a commission may be given the power to administer oaths,
and to compel the atiendarnce of witnesses. and the production of

s books; papers, and other documentary evidence.

See, 202 Elécﬁve. Ofﬁcers. ‘I‘hé elective officers of the éity shall

- * be a mayor, two councilmen from each ward, an assessor, an attor-

ney, two justices of the peace, and a constable, all of whom shall be

. "gualiﬁed' ﬂe,ctdr’sj‘and shall be elected in the manner hereinafter pro-
- vided, rﬁl‘he 8ix councilmen shall serve for a term of two years and
until their successors aré elected and qualified, except that at the

. first election held after the adoption of this charter the candidate in

‘each ward having the highest number of votes shall serve for two
- years-and the candidate in-each ward receiving the next highest

~ number of votes shall serve for one year. The mayor, attorney and

‘donstable shall serve for a term of one year, and until their successors
are'elected and qualified. The assessor and justices of the peace shall
serve. for a term of two years, and until their sucecessors are clected

: and dualified. The terms of all elective officers shall begin on the
first ‘secular day of January following the date of the Municipal )

election at which such officers were elected,

_See. 203. The City Clerk. A city clerk shall be appointed by the
city-council for an indefinite term and he shall be removable by the
council at any time.-He shall receive such compensation as may be
fixed by the council. - : ' )

- Sec. 204, . Incompatible offices. Neither the mayor nor any mem-
v ber of the council shall be appointed to hold any paid municipal of-
fice or employment under the city; and until one year after the ex-
piration of his term as mayor or councilman rio former mayor or

‘ counCilma}n. shall be appeinted to any paid office or employment un-
- der the city which office or employment was created or the emolu-

ment of which were increased during his term of office.
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Sec. 205. Vacancies in elective offices. - A vacancy in any elective
office shall be deemed to exist in case of the failure of any person
elected thereto to qualify on or before the date of the second regu-
lar ‘meeting of the new council, or by reason of the death, resigna-
tion; removal from office, removal from the city, continuous absence
from the city for more than three months, or conviction of a felony
of any such person whether before or after his qualification, or by
reason of the failure of any councilman without good cause to per-
form any of the duties of membership in the:council for a period of
three months. In each such case the council shall by resolution de-
clare such vacancy to exist and shall forthwith appoint an eligible
person to fill the same until the next regular municipal election,
when the: office shall be filled for the unexpired term; provided that
any vacancy resulting from a recall election or from a resignation
following the filihg of a recall petition and any vacancy in the of- -
fice of mayor shall be filled in the manner provided in such ¢ase,

See. 206, The Mayor. The mayor shall be the presiding officer
of the council, except that a president pro tempore shall be chosen
who shall serve as president in the mayor’'s abserice, and as acting
mayor in case of the mayor’'s disability or absence from the city.
The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the city, and shall
exercise all powers and perform all duties conferred and imposed -
upon him by this charter; the ordinances of the city and the laws of
the state. He shall be recognized as the official head of the city for
all ceremonial purposes, by the courts for the purpose. of serving
civil processes, and by the governor for the purposes of the martial
law. He shall study the operations of the city government and shall
report to the council any neglect, dereliction of duty, or waste on
the part of any officer or department of the city. In time of public
danger or emergency he may, with the consent of the council, take
command of the police, maintain order and enforce the law. In the
event of a vacancy in the office of mayor, whether by death, resigna-
tion, or any other cause, the council shall order a special election to
fill the vacancy for the uneéxpired term, but in the case of a recall
the vacancy shall be filled in the manner provided by this charter,

In addition the powers and duties of the mayor shall be:

(a) - 'To see that this charter and the laws, ordinances, and Teso-
hitions of the city are enforced;

{b) To appoint, with the approval of the council, the chief of
police and all other police officers of the city and the members of
the board of health and library board, as provided in section 201
herein; i

(c) To veto any ordinance or resolution adopted by the council
subject to the power of the council to pass any ordinance or resolu-
tion over the mayor's veto as provided in section 306 herein.
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. The xﬁayovashél'l'n,ot be a voting member of the council except in
-~ ¢ase of a te vole, - ' :

See. 207, Justices of the Peace, The justices of the peace shall
‘possess the same powers and authority and shall perform the same
duties ‘and shall receive such compensation as is now, or may here-
after be, provided by the general laws of this state. :

:,_ sl Sec.;‘,20'8_‘. 'Asséséoi';f .vrfl‘hé asS'essor shall possess the ‘same pPOWErs
-~ and authority and shall perform the same’ duties as-are now, or may

e herea'g;er be ‘provided by the ‘general laws of this state.

i 'Séc.'fzo!)} - City Attorney. The city attorhe'y shall be a person who

“has been.admitted to practice in the courts of this state and who is R

“a legal resident of the City of Litchfield. He shall be-the legal ad-
visor of and ‘the attorney for the city and all departments, commis-

. sions and. officers thereof in relation to their official powers and
- duties, He shall attend all meetings of the council, give advice to the
council or any authorized boards, commissions. and officers, prose-
eute or defend, as the case-may be, all suits to which the city may
be’a party; prosecute for all offenses against the ordinances of the

- «city and for such offenses dgainst the laws of the state ag may be

~ ‘required of him by law as legal advisor of the municipality, draw all

~_contragts, bonds and other instruments to which the city is a party.

‘ _drays{ “ail 'ordi‘nances‘ and resolutions and shall perform such other
- duties of a legal naturé as the council may from time to time re-
quire, - - :

Sec, 210. Constable, The constable shall possess the same pow-

ilers. and authority and shall perform the same duties and shall re-

celye such compensation as is now, or may hereafter be, provided

- by the general laws of this state,

" See. 211.—Salaries, The mayor and members of the council shall

 Teceive five dollars a meeting for the regular meetings but not to -

_.exceed sixty dollars a year, When meeting as a board of equaliza-
~Hon they shall each. receive not to exceed one dollar per hour of
-actual service. All subordinate officers and employees of the city;
other than the justices of the peace, shall receive such salaries or
‘Wages as may be fixed by the council,

© i See, ?12, - Investigation of city affairs. The council and the may-
or or either of them, and any officer or officers formally authorized
b.y, thfznyor either of them, shall have power to make investiga-
 Hons into the city’s affairs, to subpoena witnesses, administer oaths,
and‘C;Ompel the production of hooks and papers. The council may at
any time provide for an examination or audit of the accounts of any
officer.or department of the city government. The accounts of the
city shall be audited by the state public examiner or a certified pub-
lie accountant at least once a year.
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CHAPTER 3
Procedure of the Council

See. 300, Council meetings.

On the first secular day of January after a regu
lar munieipal election, the council shall meet at the usual place and
time for the holding of couneil meetings. At this time the newly
elected members of the council shall assume their duties. Thereaf-
ter the council shall meet at such times as may be prescribed by
ordinance: or resolution execept that they shall meet not less than
ornce each month. The mazor, or any three members of the -council,
may call special meetings of the council upon at least twelve (12)
hours notice to each member of the council. Such notice shall be de-
livered personally to each member or shall be left with some re-
sponsible person at the member's usual place of residence. If all
members be present at any special meeting, the above notice re-
quirements shall be waived, All meetings of the council shall be
public; and any citizen shall have access to the minutes and records
thereof at all reasonable times. )

See, 301, Rules of procedure and quorum. The council shall de-
termine its own rules and order of business, and shall keep a jour:
nal of its proceedings. A majority of all members elected shall con-
stitute a quorum to do business, but a less number may adjourn
from time to time. The council shall provide by ordinance a means
by which a minority may compel the attendance of absent members.

Sec.. 302. Ordinances, resolutions, and motions, All legislation
shall be by ordinance, but licenses may be granted, property ac-
quired for public use, authority for executing contracts, conveyances
and other written instruments given, and local improvements or-
dered, by resolution, Every final vote upon all- ordinances, resolu-
tions and motions, and upon all amendments thereto, shall be by
ayes and noes; and the vote of each member shall be recorded in the
minutes, The votes of at least four members shall be required for
the passage of all ordinances, resolutions; and motions, except as
otherwise provided in this charter. Any administrative rule or regu-
lation of any department of the State of Minnesota affecting the
city, or any statute of the State of Minnesota, or any published
code, specifications or regulations prepared by an official or unof-
ficial organization for general circulation and use may be adopted
and incorporated by reference thereto in-an -ordinarnce by marking
three copies thereof as “official copies” and filing them for reference
and inspection in the office of the city clerk and the publication re-
guirements of this charter shall be as fully satisfied in such cases by
this method as if set forth in the ordinance in full.

Sec. 303. Procedtire on ordinances, The enacting clause of all
ordinances passed by the council shall be in the words, “The City of
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Litéhﬁéld does ‘ordai‘n’", Everykordinance shall be presented in writ-
ing, Every ordinance, other than emergency ordinances, shall have
““two readings in full, and-at least three days shall elapse between

. the first and second readings thereof,

. Sec, 304, Emeigency ordinances and resolutions. An emergency

- ordinance or resolution is an ordinance or resolution for the imme-

“diate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, in which
‘the emergenoy is defined or declared in-a preamble thereto, separate-

" 1y voted upon, and both preamble and ordinance or resolution agreed
v+ to-by.at least five members:of the ¢ouncil, as recorded by ayes and

" Toes. An{emergency,_prdinance or resolution must be in writing but
- may be enacted without previous filing or reading, No grant of any
~franchise shall be construed to be an emergency ordinance.

© . Sec. 305. Procedure on resolutions. Every resolution shall be

- presented in writing, and read in full before a vote is taken there-

- - oy unless the reading of a resolution is dispensed with by unani-
- ‘mous: -consent, - S i

. Sec. 306. Signing and publication of ordinances and resolutions.

. ;»Ev_ei"y ordinance or. resolution passed by the council shall be signed
by the mayor, if he approves thereof, and attested by the city clerk,
.o arwd shall be filed ‘with the eity clerk within. two days after passage,

©. and by him recorded and preserved, Every ordinance and resolution
“Shail be published at least once in the official paper of the city witlr
in fifteen days after its passage by the council, and shall be record-
ed in a book kept for that purpose, which record shall be attested
by the city clerk; provided that the publication of resolutions not in-

volving the expenditure of money may be dispensed with if so or-

'~ dered by the courcil,
N i & t_hémaydr does 10t ‘approve. of any ordinance or resolution, he
~shall return the same to the council with his objection thereto, by
“depositing the Same with the city clerk who shall present it to the

- council at ifs'next meeting. Upon the return of any ordinance or
Yesolution by the mayor, the council may reconsider the same, and

if upon such reconsideration, the council shall pass the ordinance or
., Tesolution by a fivessixths (56) vote of all the members of the coun-
_ ¢, it shall have the same effect as if approved by the mayor. If
~ any ordinance‘or resolution shall not be returned by the mayor
‘Wl‘thl{{ ten (10 days after the same shall have been presented to
' 'hln}» }t shall have the same effect as if approved by him.

~Bee. 307, ‘When ordinances and resolutions take effect. Emel-
gency ordinances and resolutions, and ordinances and resolutions
-making the annual tax levy, determining the annual budget, provid
_ng for local improvements and assessments, granting a license,
_~ authorizing a conveyance o providing for an election, shall take ef-

fect immiediately upon their passage. All other ordinances and reso-
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lutions enacted by the council shall take effect fifteen (15) days af-
ter the date of their passage, or such time, after fifteen days as may -
be designated therein. Ordinances and resolutions adopted by the
electors of the city shall take effect at the time fixed therein, or, if
no such time is designated therein, then immediately upon the adop-

tion thereof. ‘

Sec. 308, Amendment and repeal of ordinances and resolutions.
No ordinance or resolution or sectionr thereof shall be amended or
repealed except by reference to its title and number. :

CHAPTER 4
Nominations and. Elections

Sce. 400. The regular municipal election. A regular municipal
election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
December in the year 1943, and annually thereafter at such place or
places as the city council may designate. At least fifteen days previ-
cus notice shall be given by the city clerk of the time and-place of
holding such election, and of the officers to be eleected, by posting a
notice thereof in at least three of the most public places in: the gity,

“or by publishing ‘a notice thereof at least once in the official-news-

paper, or both, as the council may direct, but failure to give such
notice shall not invalidate such election. s

Sec. 401. Special elections. . The counecil may by resolution order
a special election, fix the time of holding the same, and provide all
means for holding such special election, The procedure at such elec-
tion shall conform as nearly as possible to that herein provided for
other municipal elections. o :

Sec. 402, Judges and clerks of -election. The council shall at
least ten days before each municipal election appoint three qualified
voters in each election distriet: to be judges of election therein and
may appoint as many qualified electors of the same district to serve
as clerks of election, as it may determine., "Each ward of the city
shall constitute one election district for elections unless otherwise
provided by ordinance. -

See. 403. Nominations. The mode of nomination of all elective
officers provided for by this charter shall be by filing or by petition.
The name of any elector of the city shall be printed upon the bal:
lot  wheneyer a petition as hereinafter prescribed shall have:been
filed in his behalf with the city clerk., Such petition shall be signed
by at least ten qualified electors: No elector shall sign petitions for
more candidates for any office than the number of places to be filled
for such office at the election, and should he do so his signature
shall be void as to the petition or petitions last filed. All nomination
petitions shall be in the hands of the city clerk at least ten days be-
fore the election. The name of any eiector of the city shall also be
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i prmted upon the ballot Whenever he shall, not less than fen days
- before the election, file his affidavit with the city clerk, stating uis

= resulence, that he'is'a quglified voter in the city, dnd the office for

" which he desires 1o be a candidate. The clerk shall prepare the ba]

lots in amanner to'be provxded by ordmance

©‘Sec. 404. ‘Nomination ~petitions, The _signatures to - the nomia-
i txon petmon ‘need 1ot ‘all be appended to one paper, but to each

o ~separate paper there shall be attached an affidavit of the cireulator -

thereof stating the number ‘of signers of such. paper and that each

e SIgnature appended thereto- was made in his presence and is the
S genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be.
.7 With each signature shall be ‘stated the place of residence of the
“ . signer, giving the street 'and number or other description sufficient

<to identify the ‘same; The form of the nommatlon petmon shall be
substantlally as follows' - .

N OMINATION PETITION

Fh ’We, the underSIgned electors of the City of Litchfield, hereby -
minate Jth Dﬂe.'Whose residence is . il for the
fice of mmmiemine .z, 10 be voted for at the election to be -

. held on the ... day of __ 19..._; and we
. Individually certify that'we are qualified electors and that we have

“not sighed more nomination petitions of ecandidates for this oIﬁce

than there are persons to be elected thereto.
) o Neme. - ' Street and number

: heing duly sworn, deposes and

; f:ls:lsmt;lat he is the circulator of the foregoing petition paper con-

“therete ' - signatures, and that the signatures appended

0 were made in his presence and are the signatures of the per-
sons whose names they purport to be, .

o Signed

e S“bscrlbed and sworn to before me this....day of 19;__.

(Notary public or other official)

Thls petmon xf found insufficient by the c1ty clerk, shall be re-.-

‘ turned to Rlchard Roe, at No, , Street.

vaizc.tf?:delegtamasg of elections, The council shall meet and can-
 ‘special oot ton returns within three days after any regular or
.. 8000 ds ossl?lﬁ and shall make full declaration of the results as
“This statIem te and file a statement thereof with the city clerk.
7 cast; (b). thint shall include: (a) the total number of good ballots
3 ;VOte for otal number of spoiled or defective ballots; (c) the

each candidate, with an indieation of those who were elect-
ue copy of the ballots used; (e) the names of the judges
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and clerks of election; and (f) such other information as may seem
pertinient. The city clerk shall forthwith notify all persons elected of
the fac¢t of their election. :

Sec. 406. Procedure at elections: The conduct of eleetions shall
be regulated by ordinance, subject to the provisions-of this charter
and of the general laws of Minnesota.

CHAPTER 5
Initiative, Referendum, and Recall

Sec. 500. Powers reserved by the people. The people of Litch-

< field reserve to themselves the powers, in accordance with the pro-

visions of this charter, to initiate and adopt ordinances and resolu-
tions, to reqguire measures passed by the -council to be referred to
the electorate for approval or disapproval, and to recall elected pub-
e officials. These powers shall be ecalled the initiative, the referen-
dum, and the recall, respectively.

See, 501. Expenditures by petitioners, No member of any initia--

tive, referendum, or recall committee, no cireulator of a signature
paper, and no signer of any such paper, or any other person, shall
accept or offer any reward, pecuniary or otherwise, for service ren-
dered in connection with the circulation thereof, but this shall not
prevent the committee from incurring an expense not to exceed
twenty dollars for legal advise, stationery, copying, printing; and
notaries’ fees. Any violation of the provisions of this seetion shall

constitute a misdemeanor.

Sec. 502. Further regulations. - The. council shall as soon as pos-
sible after the organization of the city government under this char-
ter provide by ordinance sueh further regulations for the initiative,
referendum, and reeall, not inconsistent with this charter, as may
be deemed necessary. Such ordinance shall include the relevant pro-

visions of this c¢harter. o
INITIATIVE

. See, 503. Initiation of measures. Any five electors. may form
themselves into a committee for the initiation of any measure of
public -concern. After formulating their measure they shall file a
verified copy thereof with the city clerk together with their names
and addresses as members of such committee, They shall also at-
tach a verified copy of the proposed measure to each of the signa-
ture papers herein described, together with their names and address-

es as sponsors therfor,

Sec.- 504, Torm .of petition and of signature papers.. The peti:
tion for the adoption of any measure shall .consist of the measure,
together with all the signature papers and affidavits thereto . at:
tached. Such petition shall not be complete unless signed by a num-
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- ber of voters equal to at least ten per cent of the total number ot
. votes- ¢ast at the last preceding regular municipal election. All the
signatures need not be on-one sigriature paper, but the circulator of
‘every such paper shall make an affidavit that each signature appended
" to ‘the 'paper‘ is the genuine signature of the person whose name it
purports to be,-Each signature paper shall be in substantially the
. following form: . :

] R INITIATIVE PETITION
"~ Proposing. an: ordinance (or resolution), as the case may be) to
: y (stating the purpose of the measure),

a copy of whiph ofdinance (or resolution) is hereto attached. This .

* . measure is sponsored by the following committee of electors:
e Name Address

- _-The undersigned electors; understanding the terms and the nature

of the measure hereto attached, petition the eouneil for its adoption,

- or,in lieu thereof, for its submission to the electors for their ap-
proval, ‘Name Address

2.

3

At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affidavit
- of the circulator, mentioned above. -

Sec. 505. Filing of petitions and action thereon. All the signa-
ture papers shall be filed in the office of the city clerk as one instru-
ment, ‘Within five days after the filing of the petition the city clerk
shall ascertain by examination the number of electors whose signa-
tures are appended thereto, and whether this number is at least ten
per cent of the total number of electors who cast their- votes at the
last preceding regular municipal election. If he finds the petition
Insufficient or irregular, he shall at once notify one or more of
tl}e .con}mittee of sponsors of that fact, certifying the reasons for
his finding. The committee shall then be given thirty days in which
to file additional signature papers and to correct the petition in all
other particulars. If at the end of that period the petition is found
tc,’ be still insufficient or irregular the clerk shall file the same in
his office and shall notify each member of the committee of that
f.fq.?t' The final finding of the insufficiency or irregularity of a pe-
tition shall not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the same
Durpose, or shall it prevent the council from referring the measure
tt_o the electors at the next regular or any special election, at its op-
ion, . B ’
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Sec. 506, Action of council on petition. - Whenever the petition
shall be found to be sufficient, the city clerk shall so certify to the
council at its next meéting, stating the number of petitionérs, and
the percentage of the total number of voters which they constitute,
and the council shall at once read the measure and refer it to an
appropriate committeg, which may be a committee of the whole.
The committee or council shall thereupon provide for public hear-
ings upon the measure, after the holding of which the meéasuye shall
be finally acted upon by the council not later than sixty-five days af:
1 the ‘date upon which such measure was submitted to: the couneil
by the city clerk. If the council shall fail to pass the proposed meas-
ure, or shall pass it in a form different from that set forth in the
petition and in form and substance unsatisfactory to the petitioners,
the proposed measure shall be submitted by the council to the vote
of the electors at the next regular municipal election. But in case
the number of signers of said petition is equal to at least fifteen per
cent of the total number of voters voting at the last regular mu-
Bicipal election, then the couneil shall call a special election upon
the measure to be held not less than thirty nor more than forty-five

“days from the date-of such action, or if no action is taken, from the ex-

piration of said sixty-five days, unless a regular election is to occur
within three months; in which case it may be submitted at such reg-
ular municipal -election, In case the council passes the proposed
measure with amendments and at least four-fifths of the committee
of petitioners do not express. their dissatisfaction with such amended
form by a certificate filed with the city clerk within ten days from
the passage thereof by the council, then the measure need not be-
submitted to the electors.

Sec. 507, Initiative ballots, The ballots used when voting upon
any such proposed measure shall state the substance thereof, and
shall give the voter the opportunity to vote either “For the meas-
ure” or “Against the measure”, If a majority of the electors voting
on any such measure shall vote in favor thereof, it shall thereupon
become an ordinance or resolution of the eity as the case may be.
Any number of proposed measures may be voted upon at the same
eleetion, but in case there shall be more than one, the voter shall be
allowed to vole for or against each separately. In the event that
two initiated ordinances or resolutions are adopted simultaneously,
and such ordinances or resolutions contain inconsistent provisions,
the ordinance or reselution adopted by the largest majority shall

prevail,

Sec. 508, Initiation of charter amendments. Nothing in this
charter contained shall be construed -as in any way affecting the
right of the electors under the constitution and statutes of Minne-
sota to propose amendments to this charter.
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REFERENDUM

- Sec. 509. The refererdum. It prior to the date when an ordi :

nance or resolution takes effect a petition signed by gualified elec-

. - tors of the city equal in number to fifteen per cent of the total vote

at the:* las_t Tregular municipal election, be filed with the city clerk re-
questing that any such measure, or any part thereof, be repealed or
be submitted. to a vote of the electors, the said measure shall there-

" by be prevented from going into. operation. The council shall there-

.. upon reconsider the said measure at its next regular meeting; and
s rz.extl}fzr repeal the same, or repeal the sections thereof to which ob-
7 jection 'has“been Taised by the petitioners, or by aye and no vote re-
afﬁrm‘lts‘. adherence to the measure as passed. In the latter case
the council shall immediafely order an election to be held thereon,
pending which the ordjnance or resolution shall remain suspended.
: If a ,I‘na;omty of the voters voting thereon are opposed to the meas-
ure, it shall .not hecome effective: but if a majority of the voters

voting thereon favor the measure, it shall go info effect immediate-

1y or on the date therein specified.

seft?c" 51;)- _Referendum petitions. The requirments laid down in
1ons 503 and 504 above as to the formation of committees for

. the initiation of measures and as to the form of petitions and signa-

sxﬁ gﬁfﬁrséiﬁa}l ;PPTY to the referendum as far as possible, but
: al changes as m ary. dum peti-
 tion shall read as folloe: ay be necessary. A referendum peti

REFERENDUM PETITION

E:gi%osmg the Tepeal of an ordinance (or resolution, or portion of an
(statiancethr Tesolutions, as the case may be) to
(or r:sgo lu}gogurlme O.f the measure), a copy of which ordinance
posed reneal i OF portion thereof) is hereto attached. The pro-
R peal is sponsored by the following committee of electors:

Address

L A R ]

me;;ir: nﬁ:;::fneg Petitioners, understanding the nature of the

welfare of the Ci? ached, ang believing it to be detrimental to the

of the elects LYy P?tltlon the council for its submission to a vote
ectors for theiy approval or disapproval,

Address
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Sec. 511. Referendum ballots. The ballots used in any referen-
dum election shall conform to the rules laid down in section 507 of
this charter for initiative ballots.

RECALL

Sec. 512. The recall. Any five electors may form themselves in-
to a commiittee for the purpose of bringing about the recall of any
elected officer of the city. The committee shall certify to the city
clerk the name of the officer whose removal is sought, a statement
of the grounds for removal in not more than two hundred and fifty
words and their intention to bring about his recall. A copy of this
certificate shall be attached to each signature paper and ho signa-
ture paper shall be put into circulation previous to such certification;

. Sec. 513. Recall petitions. The petition for the recall of any of-
ficial shall consist of a certificate identical with that filed with the
city clerk-together with all the signature papers and-affidavits there-
to attached. All the signatures need not be on one signature paper,
but the circulator of every such paper shall make an affidavit that
‘each signature appended to the paper is the-genuine signature -of
the person whose name it purports to be. Each signature paper shall
be in substantially the following form:

RECALL PETITION

Proposing the recall of - from his office as
' which recall is sought for the reasons set

forth in the attached certificate. This movement is sponsored. by the

following committee of electors:
Name . . Address

] The undersigned electors, understanding the nature of the charges
against the officer herein sought to be recalled, desire the holding

of a recall election for that purpose, E
Name . Address

At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affidavit
of the cireulator, mentioned above.

See. 514. Filing of petition. Within thirty days after the filing
of the original certificate, the committee shall file the completed
petition in the office of the city clerk. The city clerk shall examine
the same within the next five days, and if he finds it irregular in any
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"way, br finds 'théf the number of signers is less than twenty-five per
~“cent of the total number of electors who cast their votes at the last

= ; ,precedmg regular mun1c1pa1 election, he shall so notify one or more

members of the commiittee, The committee shall then be given ten
days in which to file ‘additional signature papers and to correct the
- -petition in all other respects, but they ‘may not change the state-

. ment of the grounds upon which the recall is sought. If at the end

--of that time the city clerks finds the petition still insufficient or ir-

- “vegular he ‘shall notify all the members of the committee to that

" effect and shall file the petition in his office. No further action
- shall be ‘taken thereon. -

- riSee, B1B. Recall elections, If the pe’utlon or amended petition be
- found sufﬁment the-city clerk shall transmit it to the council with-
out delay, and shall also officially notify the person sought to he-re-

- called of the sufficiency of the -petition and of the pending action.

_The council shall at its next meeting, by resolution provide for the
~holding of a special recall election not less than thirty nor more
_than forty-five days thereafter, provided that if any other municipal

- election is to occur within sixty days after sueh meeting, the coun-
~.cil'may - in its discretion provxde for the holding of the recall elec-
. tioh at that. time.

See. 516. Procedure at recall election, In the published call for
- the election, whether posted on bulletin boards or printed in the of-
~ ficial paper, there shall be given the statement of the grounds for
_-therecall and also; in not more than five hundred words, the answer
- of the officer concerned in justification of his course in office. Candi-
dates to succeed the officer to be recalled shall be nominated in the

" usual way, and the election shall be conducted as far as possible, in

accordance with the usual procedure in municipal elections.

, Sec, 519, Form of recall ballot. Unless the officer whose re
“moval-is sought shall have resigned within ten days after the re
ceipt by ihe council of the completed recall petition, the form of the
. ballot at'such election shall be as near as may be: “Shall A be re-
,'called'?" the name of the officer whose recall is sought being insert
ed in- place of A, and the electors shall be permitted to vote sep-
arately.“Yes"” or “No” upon this question. The ballot shall also con-
tain the names.of the candidates to be voted upon to fill the vacan
¢y, in case the recall is successful, under the caption: “Candidates to
fill the place of A, if recalled.” But the officer whose recall is sought
- shall not himself be a candidate upon such ballot, In case a majority
of those voting for and against the recall of any official shall vote
in favor of recalling such official, he shall be thereby remaved from
. Office, and in that event the candidate who receives the highest num-
~ ber of votes for his place shall be elected thereto for the remainder
of the unexpired term, If the official sought to be recalled shall have
“resigned within ten days atter the receipt by the council of the coni
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pleted recall petitibn, the form of ballot at the election shall be the
same, as nearly as may be, as the form in use at a regular mu-

- nicipal election, but in no event shall the officer sought to be re-
-called be a candidate at said election.

»

CHAPTER 6
Administration of City Affan's

Sec, 600. Departments of administration, The- council shall ex-
ercise control over. all administrative. affairs of the city, either di-
rectly or through its appointed officers and heads of departments,
except as delegated exclusively to the mayor in section 205 and to
the city clerk in section 603 of this charter, subject to the provisions
of this charter and any regulations by ordinance consistent there:
with. The courncil may create such departments, committees of the
council; divisions, and bureaus for the adminisiration of the city's
affairs as may seem necessary for efficient administration, and
from time to time may alter the powers and organization of the
same,

- See, 801, Powers and duties of counecil, The council shall make

_all necessary rules, regulations and appointments to office as herein

required. All employees and subordinate officers shall attend coun-
¢il meetings as they may be required by the council; they shall keep
the council fully informed as to the operation and needs of their va-
rious departments, and shall perform all other duties required by
this charter. :

Sec. 602. Powers and duties of the city clerk. The powers and.
duties of the city clerk shall be:
(a) To keep all the records of the clty, not necessarlly and

'spemﬁca.lly apperfaining to the other officers-thereof;

(b) To attend all meetings of the council and to act as secre-
tary of the council and to keep such records as may be required by
this charter or by vote of the council; but the council may at its
discretion exclude him from meetings at which his removal is con-
sidered; :

(¢) 'To receive all moneys payable to the village and from
such moneys. pay upon presentation all orders drawn by him and
countersigned by the mayor and to perform such other duties ordi-

narily performed by a city treasurer or such duties imposed upon a
city treasurer by law;

(d) To keep all the accounts of the city, to receive all claims -
against the city and to draw orders for moneys payable by the city.
as provided in this charter;

(&) To keep the council fully advised as to the financial condi-
tion and needs of the city, and to prepare and to submit to the coun-

¢il the annual budget;
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» (f)- »’I“'o‘ pérfolfm 'suc_'h'dther duﬁes as may be prescribed by this
charter:or required of him by ordinance or resolutions adopted by
the council. - i

-+ See, 603, ‘Subordinate officers. 'There shall be such other. officers
“as.the council may create by ordinance. The council may by: ordi-
- nance-abolish -offices which have been’ created by ordinance, and
- :it'may combine the duties of various offices, created by ordinance,
‘as it may see. fit;

Seéc, 604, Purchases and contracts. All contracts, bonds, and in:
- struments of ‘every kind to which the city shall be a party shall be
sighed by the mayor on behalf of the city and attested by the city
‘clerk, and shall be executed in the name of the city and authorized

-“by resolution-or ‘ordinance duly adopted by the council.

Sec. 605, . Contracts, how let. In all cases of work to be done by
“.contract,  eéither ‘municipal or proprietary, -or for
.. ‘the" ‘purchase .ofif,,personal property - of any “kind, where

- the amount involved is more than five hundred dollars, unless the
~council shall by an emergency ordinance otherwise provide, the
- council shall advertise for bids in such manner as may be designated
“by the council, Contracts of this magnitude shall be let to the low-
“est responsible bidder, but the ‘term “lowest responsible “bidder”
- shall be-interpreted as giving the council the right to accept any bid
- which it deems most advantageous to the city. The council may,
however, reject any and all bids, Nothing contained in this section

-shall prevent the council from contracting by five-sixths vote for
the doing of work with patented processes, or from the purchasing
of patented ‘appliances by the same majority. Further regulations
for the-making of bids and the letting of contracts shall be made
by ordinance, subject to the provisions of thig charter.

" CHAPTER "
Taxation and Finance

VSGVG- 100, Council to control finances. The council shall have full

: authority over the financial affairs of the city, and shall provide for
‘the collection of all revenues and other assets, the auditing and set-

. t}emgnt of accounts, and the safekeeping and disbursements of pub-
lic moneys, and in the exercise of a sound discretion shall make ap-
 propriations for the payment of all liabilities and expenses. At the
first regular meeting following the regular municipal election the
council shall designate the depository for all city funds for the fiscal

‘ ‘year and shall designate the amount of and approve the collateral
- for the s‘afekeepipg of such funds.

Sec, 70L  Fiseal year. The fiscal year of the city shall end each
_year on the thirty:fivst day of Decernber.
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See, 702. System of Taxation. Subject to the state constitution;
and except as forbidden by it or by state legislation, the council
shall have full.power to provide by ordinance for a system of local
taxation and to change the same from time to time. Insofar as the
city procures.a revenue from taxes upon real and personal property
as such, it shall conform -as fully as possible to the general state

law as to the assessment of such property and the collection of such .-

taxes. - -

See. 703. Limit of tax levy.  The total amount of taxes levied in
any year for all general and special purposes whatsoever, exclusive
of taxes levied for special assessments for local improvements upon
property specially benefited thereby, shall be as provided by the gen:
eral statutes of the State of Minnésota. , .

Sec. 704. Board of equalization. The council shall constitute a
board of equalization and shall meet as such in the usual place for
holding council meetings on the last-Monday in June to equalize the
assessments according’ to law.

Sec. 705. Preparation of the annual budget. The city clerk shall

prepare the estimates for ‘the annual budget. The estimates of ex:- - -

penditures shall be arranged for each department or division of the
city under the following heads: (1) ordinary expenses. (for opera-
tion, maintenance, and repairs); and (2) capital outlays (for new
construction, new equipment, and all improvements of a lasting
character). Ordinary expenses shall be subdivided into: (a) salaries,
with a list of all salaried offices and positions, with the salary al-
lowance and the number of persons holding each; {b) wages; (c)
printing; advertising; telephone, -telegraph, express charges, and
other like items; (d) supplies and repairs, with sufficient detail to
be readily understood. All increases and decreases shail be clearly
shown. In parallel columns shall be added the amounts granted and
the amounts expended under similar heads for the past two com-
pleted fiscal years, the current fiscal year to date and an estimate of
the total current fiscal year. In addition to the estimates of expendi-
tures, the estimates shall include a statement of the revenues which
have accrued for the past twn completed fiscal years, with the
amounts collected and the uncollected balances, together: with. the
same information, as far as possible, for the current fiscal year, and
an estimate of the revenues for the ensuing fiscal year. The state-
ment of revenues for each year shall specify the following items:
sums -derived from (a) taxation, (b) fees, (¢) fines; (d) interest,

“(e) miscellaneous, not included in the foregoing, (f) sales and

rentals, {g) operation of public utilities, (h) special assessments,
and (i) sales of bonds and other obligations. Such estimates st_lall
be printed or typewritten, and there shall be at least twelve copies,
ohe for each member of the council, ong for the mayor, ore for j:he
city clerk; and one at least to be posted in a public place in the city,
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The estirﬁates shall be submitted to the council at its regular month-
* ly-meeting in August, and shall be made public. The city clerk may

5 submit with' the estimates such explanatory statement or statements

- as he may deem necessary, and during the first three years under
~--this charter Tie shall be authorized to interpret the requiréements of
this ‘section as réquiring only such comparison of the city’s finances

.- with those of the previous government of the Village of Litchfield
.~as may be feasible and pertinent. The council may in its discretion

" _permit elimination” from the budget estimates of expenditures of
bond issues, utility funds and special assessment funds,

~ " 'Sec, 706, Passage of the budget, The budget shall be the princi-
- pal item of business at the regular ‘monthly meeting of the coun-
cil in Septémber, and the couneil shall hold adjourned meetings

o from time to time until all the estimates have:- been considered, The

meetings shall be so conducted as. to give interested citizens a rea-
sonable amount of time in which to be heard; and an opportunity to
ask such questions as may seéem pertinent to them. The budget es-
. timates shall be read in full, and the city clerk shall explain the va-
“rious items thereof as fully as may be déemed necessary- by the
“eouncil. The annual budget finally agreed upon shall be a resolution
“Setting forth in detail the complete financial project of the city for
-the ensuing fiscal year, It shall indicate the sums:to be raised and
from what sources, and the sums to be spent and for what pur-
poses, according to the plan indicated in section 705. The total sum
appropriated shall be less than the total estimated revenue by a safe
‘margin. The council shall adopt the budget resolution not later than
the first day in October.

~ Sec, 707, Enfoicement of the budget. It shall be the duty of the
council to adhere strietly to the provisions of the budget, It shall

~hot approve or authorize any expenditure unless an appropriation
-has been made in the budget. No officer or employee of the city
shall place any orders or make any purchase except for the pur-
poses and to the amounts authorized in the budget.

Sec. 708, - Alterations in the budget. After the budget shall have
been duly adopted, the council shall not have power to increase the
amounts therein fixed, whether by the insertion of new items or
otherwise, beyond the estimated revenues, unless the actual receipts
shall exceed such estimates, and in that event not byond such actu-

- @l receipts. But the council shall have no authority to reduce the
amounts appropriated in the budget for the payment of principal
or interest on bonds, certificates of indebtedness, or outstanding
warrants of the city, or the provisions made in the budget for any
sinking. fund, - g ‘ :

Subject to the foregoing proyisions and except as herein before

- provided, the council may at any time by resolution, adopted by a

o ﬁvefsixths vote, change or altep the amount appropriated for any
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purpose or object in the budget, whether in the same or any other
fund, and authorize appropriate transfer in the budget accounts to
effect the same; and may by the vote authorize the transfer of an
unexpended and unineumbered -balance for any lawful purpose or "
object. ; ] i

Sec. 709. Levy and collection of taxes.  On or before the first of

October each year the council shall levy by resolution the taxes
necessary to -meet the requirements of the budget for the ensuing
fiseal yar, The city clerk shall transmit to the courty auditor annu-
ally, not later than the tenth of .October, a statement of all the tax-
es levied, and such taxes shall be collected and the payment. thereof
be enforced with and in like manner as state and county taxes. No
tax shall be invalid by reason of any informality in the manner-of
levying the same, nor because the amount levied shall exceed the
amount required to be raised for-the special purposes for which the
same is levied; but in 'that case the surplus shall go info the fund
to which such tax belongs. )

Sec. 710, Tax settlement with county treasurer. The city clerk
shall see to it that all moneys in the county treasury belonging to
the eity are promptly turned over to the city according to law. -

See. 711, - Disbursements. How made. All disbursements shall
be made only upon -the order of the mayor and city clerk, duly
atthorized by a motion of the council, and every such motion and
order shall specify the purpose for which the disbursement is made,
and indicate that it is to be paid out of the proper fund; provided
however, that disbursements for interest and other fixed charges,
and salaries-and wages of regular employees may be made when
due without a motion of the council. Each' such order when duly
signed by the mayor and clerk shall become operative as a check.
If, upon presentation for payment, any such order is not paid for
want of funds, such order shall not become operative as a check
but the clerk shall endorse. thereon “not paid for want of funds” to-
gether with the date-of presenfation, and such order shall thereup-
on draw interest from said date until paid at a rate not to exceed
six per.cent per annum. Any order or motion for the payment of
money violating any provision of this section shall be void, and any
officer of the city violating any provision of this section shall be
personally responsible for the amount of such payment, if any such
payment is made contrary to the provisions Vher,erof. No contraet re-
quiring the payment of money by the city shall be valid unless the
particular fund out of which the same is to be paid is specified in
stch contract. The council may by ordinance make further regula-
tions for the safekeeping and disbursement of the city’s funds,

Sec, 712, Funds fo be kept. There shall be maintained in the city
treasury the following funds for the support of which the council

may levy taxes:
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(a)°A general fund for the payment of such expenses of the city as-
the-council may deem proper. Into this fund shall be paid all money -

not provided herein or by statute to be paid into any other fund;

(b} A debt service fund, into which shall be paid all receipts
~ from taxes or other sources for the payment of principal and inter-
est, of all obligations issued by the city except bonds issied on ac-

© . count of any Jocal improvement to be financed wholly or partly by

Special assessments and bonds issued on account of any municipal-
ly-owned utility. Out of this fund shall be paid the principal and in-
terest of such obligations when: due. Any surplus in such fund not
“needed immediately for debt service may be invested under the di-
- yection of the council in such securities as are authorized by statute
for the investment of such- funds; and such investments may be
liquidated at any:time; :
‘(c)‘ "A-bond fund, into which shall be paid and disbursed the
proceeds of all bonds issued by the city except bonds issued on ac-
-~ count of any local improvernient to be financed wholly or partly by
special assessments and bonds issued on aceount of any municipally
_owned utility, A separate bond account shall be kept for each issue
of such.bonds; -~ . . . 7 o
: (q) A special assessment fund, which shall be used to finance lo-
_ Vcayl——lhlpprqvemgnts that ave to be paid for, in whole or in part, from
‘-_SPECIal.aSSESSment_s against benefited property. There shall be paid
o mtg this ﬁ;md: (1) collections of special assessments, with interest,
: klev1ed=ag.,a1_nst benefited. property; (2) proceeds of bonds or certifi-
cates of indebtedness sold by the city in anticipation of assessment
‘_1_01lecthn5; and the proceeds of inter-fund loans; (3) amounts frowi
othgr cltyk fu;nds representing either (a) apportionments of costs
- against the city at large, (b) benefit assessments against city prop-
exft‘y,‘ or-(c) appropriations to maintain the integrity of the fund,
- There shall ‘be paid out of this fund: (1) all expenses and costs of
. 1t:;lle lmproveément projects that are financed through the fund; (2)
-fe- redemptmn‘of all special assessment fund bonds and certificates
? Indebtedness, with interest, at or before maturity; and any inter-
und loans; (3) transfers to the general fund of any unemcumbered
2‘:5:“5 ;’f' the fund, in the discretion of the council; and (4) abate-
shallin Z ‘v:‘atss_essmer.lts. and refunds of receipts in error. The council
PR Intain the mtegr'lty of this fund by appropriations from tax
fund & C:Ser(lzessary, and in addition may create and maintain in the
orden s tf‘f?serve of §15,000.00 for working capital purposes. In
el o ban,1c1pa.te the collection of special assessments the coun-
i btgdng a I?aJOI:Ity vote issue and sell bonds and certificates of
ing onl °S8, pledging the full faith and credit of the city or pledg-
sy dei] Special assessments, in such amounts and maturities as it
o that iflmmex regardiess of the provisions of sections 715; provid-
b € aggregate amount of such bonds-and certificates out-
anding at any time shail not exceed the sum of the following:

5
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(1) all assessments levied and uncollected: (2) assessable cost of
work in progress, and (3) $15,000.00 cash reserve for working capi-
tal. The total sum of such bonds and certificates so issued by the
council shall never exceed five per cent of the last assessed valua-
tion of the city, including money and credits; but in computing the
total sum of such bonds and certificates, unpaid bonds and certifi-
cates, including refunding bonds and certificates, issued for such
purposes prior to the adoption of this chaiter shall not be included.
In order that the fund may be administered on a self-sustaining ba-
sis, all improvement-projects financed through it shall upon comi-
pletion be certified by the city clerk as to total cost, which shall
thereupon be apportioned by the council either as assessments
against benefited property or as-amounts due from other city funds.
Amounts apportioned against other city funds shall be due not later

- than the dates of adoption of the corresponding assessment rolls,

shall be charged interest as in the case of assessments ‘and shall be
paid into the fund, with any interest due, not later than one year
after the due dates.

(e) A publi¢ utility fund into which shall be paid all money de-
rived from the sale of bonds issued on account of any munieipally
owned utility and all money derived from the sale of utility ser-
vices, and from the sale of any property acquired for or used-in con:
nectioni with any such utility. There shall be paid out of this fund
the cost of the purchase, construction, -operation; maintenance and
repair of such utility, including the principal of and interest upon
obligations which have been or shall be issued on its account, to-
gether with transfer to any other fund of any unemcumbered sur-
plus of the fund, in the discretion of the council. Separate funds
shall be kept for all utilities which are operated separately.

Tn addition to the foregoing funds, there may be maintained in the
city treasury, whenever the council deems it advisable, the following
funds:

(f) A working capital or revolving fund, for financing self-sus-
taining activities not accounted for through other funds;

{g) - A trust and agency fund, for the care and disbursement of
money received and held by the city as trustee or- custodian or in
the capicity of an agent for individuals or other governmental units;

(h) Such other funds as may be required by statute or ordinance;

In lieu of establishing any of the three foregoing types of funds,
the council may provide for the recording of operations or activities
for which the use of such funds might be suitable through the
maintenance of Separate accounts in any appropriate fund already

established.

Sec. 713. Receipts to go to city clerk. Al receipts of money be-
longing to the city, or any branch thereof, excepting only those
funds collected by the county treasurer, shall be paid in to the city
clerk by the person authorized to receive the same before the close
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of each succeeding business day. All such moneys, and also all mo.a

eys received upon tax settlements from the county treasurer, shall
be deposited as soon as received in a bank or banks designated by

"< the eity council."Any person in the employ of the city guilty of a
" violation -of this provision shall be liable to be reduced in rank and

- salary or to be dismissed from his office or position, as the council
may deterniine after a hearing. :

Sec. 714. Accounts and reports. The city clerk shall be the chief
accounting officer of the city and of every branch thereof, and the
council may prescribe and -enforce proper accounting methods,
" forms, blanks, and other devices consistent with the law, this char-
© ‘ter, and the ordinances in accord with it.-He shall submit to the
council a statemient each month showing the amount of money in
‘his custody, the status of all funds, the amount spent or chargeable
-against each of ‘the annual budget allowances and the balances left
. in each, and such other information relative to the finances of the
_cityy as the-council may require, Onee each year, on or before the

first day of February, the city clerk shall
submit a report to the council covering {he entire financial opera-
tions of the city for the past year. This report shall show the actual
total receipts and actual total expenditures, omitting duplications,
and stating the cash balance at the beginning of the last fiscal year
and at the close; the ‘total outlays for operation and maintenance,
--and the total capital outlays; the condition of each of the funds; the

total receipts by sources and the total expenditures for general pur-

- poses; the total outstanding bonds and debts :of the city, when due;
the amount of new bonds issued and the amount redeemed, and the
‘interest rate of each; the condition of all the annual budget allow-
ances; and an inventory of all the property owned by the city; and
such further information as the courecil and other city officials and
the taxpayers should have. : -

_Sec. 715, Bonded debt and debt limit. The bonded debt of the

~ city of Litchfield shall not exceed such limits as now are or herein-

after may be provided by the general statutes of the State of Min

nesota, No bonds shall ever be issued to pay current expenses or

to re,fur_xd certificates of indebtedness issued to provide for tempora-

ry deficiencies in the revenues to cover current expenses. All bond

isSues, except utility revenue certificates provided in section 719 of

this charter, must first be approved by a majority vote of those

- lawfully voting on said proposition at any general or special mu-
nicipal election, : i :

Sec. 716. Form and repayment of bonds. All bonds issued by
the city shall be in regular number series. As neatrly as practicable;
but not beyond a ratio of 21 to 1, an equal amount of each series
Shall fall due each year. No bonds shall be issued to run for a long-
er term than seventy-five per cent of the reasonable life expectancy
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of the property or improvement for which the bonds are authorized,
as ascertained and set forth.in the ordinance authorizing said bonds,
and in no case shall bonds be issued to run for more than twenty
years. The purposes for-which bonds. are authorized shall be set

:forth in the ordinance authorizing them, and the proceeds from such

bonds shall not-be diverted to.any other purpese. It shall be the

duty of the city clerk to include in his estimates each year a sum

or sums amply sufficient to pay the principal of, and thé interest on,

any bonds which are to fall due in the coming fiscal year, and an-

other sum sufficient to pay the interest for the same year on the

bonds which will be still gluitstanding. It shall be the duty of the -
council, enforceable by mandamus upon the suit of any bond-holder

or taxpayer, to include such sum or sums as may be necessary for

this purpose in the annual bitdget which it passes.

Sec, 717. Emergency debt certificates.  If in any year the rve-
ceipts from taxes or other sources should from some unforseen
cause become insufficient for the ordinary expenses of the city, or -
if any calamity or other public emergency should subject the city to
the necessity of making exfraordinary expenditures, then the coun-
cil ‘'may authorize the sale by the city clerk of emergency debt cer-
tificates to run not to exceed five years and to bear interest at a
rate not to exceed six per cent per annum. The authorization of any
issue of such emergency debt certificates shall take the form of an
ordinance approved by fivesixths of the members of the council;
the ordinance may, if deemed necessary, be passed as an emergency

ordinance. o |
Sec, 718. Bonds outside of the debt limit. In-addition to the pow-
ers of the council to issue bonds and certificates of indebtedness oth-
erwise authorized by this charter, the council may; subject to the
referendum powers of the voters, issue bonds for legal purposes
outside of the bonded debt limit for construction, extending, en-
larging or improving water and lighting and heat and power plants,
or either, or other revenue produ¢ing public utilities of whatever
nature, owned and operated by the city, or of acquiring property
needed in connection therewith, : : :
See, 719. Public utility revenue certificates. - Subject to the r_ef-
erendum powers of the people, the city council may by resolution
provide for the issuance and 'sale. of ;_u%bhc. utility r,ever.lue.certlﬁ-
cates payable solely from the Public Utility Fund of the city in suc}q
amount as may be deemed necessary and exgedlent by the qoun(fll
for the establishment, acquisitiml1 or COnsttruct;on of any publie util-
i f simprovement, enlargement, extension; repair or re- .
N ation of e existing public utility of the city. Such public
utility revenue certificates shall bear such date, mature at such time
or times not exceeding thirty years, bear such rate or rates of in-

terest not exceeding six per cent per annum, and be sold at such
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times and-under such terms as the council may deem for
interests of the city. They shall be payable solely from the
itility’ fund and. the city shall be expressly relieved by the
tereof to-levy, collect, use or apply any moneys received or
ceived from faxation for the payment of either principal or
on-such certificates except for the payment of charges for
rendered or benefits' received by the city. Any resolution
ing the issuance of certificates under this section may con-
h covenants which will be binding on the city as the council
m advisable fo assist in the sale of such certificates. Any
m:authorizing the issuance of any such certificates may be
1:as to any of its provisions by subsequent resolution or
ns adopted prior to the actual delivery of the certificates
authorized. . :

of the provisions of Chapter 21B of Mason’s 1927 Minnesota
i and-acts amendatory or supplemental thereto, relating to
ons 0f sales of stocks, bonds and other securities, shall be
le to the certificates issued pursuant to this section, The
of such certificates shall not be dependent on or affected by
lity or regularity“of any proceedings relating fo the project
ch the - certificates are issued. The resolution -authorizing
rtificates may provide that the certificates shall contain a
hat they. are issued pursuant to this section, which recital
_conclusive evidence of the validity and regularity of their
. Such certificates shall not be included in determining the
btedness of the city under this charter or applicable law.
ouncil shall have the power to issue refunding revenue cer-
to refund any such public utility revenue certificates previ-
sued when the funds on hand in the public utility fund are
ent to meet any maturing public utility revenue certificates
est or to refund any stch certificates at their optional or
dates where such certificates are when issued made option:
Hable at some time prior to their maturity date. The issu-
such refunding certificates shall be ‘authorized by a resolu-
the council and shall constitute the same lien or charge on
ic utility fund as did the certificates refunded.

CHAPTER 8

" Public improvements and special assessments
890- The city plan, The city council shall, with the assistance
IgINeer or an: advisory city planning commission, if either or
appointed by the city council, and such other service that it
I necessary; prepare and adopt by ordinance a complete plan
physical development of the city. Such plan may be altered
ne to time in the same manner. The plan shall include
s for zoning to regulate the location, size, use and height of
, the arrangement of buildings on lots, and the density of
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‘population in the city- and may make varied regulations for the diff-

come to their attention. - 4 '

erent districts thereof; and may -include provisions for ‘platting -and
development of new aveas, for the planning and locatiow of public
works of art, public buildings, parks, playgronuds, bridges; transports-
{ion lines and other public facilities and for the Inying out. grnding,
and improving the streets, streams- and publie places, as well -as- for
all other matters which may. seem essential to such plan, .

have all. necessary power to. compel complete adherence by all persons -
to the plan adopted and all .officers ave charged with;t;he‘r duty - of
reporting to the city council all departures from the e¢ity plan which

See, 802, Power to malie improvements and levy assessinents. The
City of Litchfield shall have the power to-make any: and.every iype
‘of public’ improvement not forbidden by the laws of this state, and-
to levy spccial-assessments for all such as are of a. ldeal character.” The
amounts assessed to benefited property to pay for local improvements
may equal the cost of the improvement with. interest until paid, but
shall in no case exceed the "value of fhe Denefits received by surh
property. i

Sec. 803, Local improvements regulations, After this charter tokes
effect local improvemehts shall continue for the time being to be made
ns far as possible according to the charter provisions and laws .pre-
viously applicable thereto, As soon as possible, howev.e;', the council
shall prepare and adopt a complete ordinance. covering every type of
public' improvement, and when this ordinance takes effect it shall
supplant other provisions of law or charter: upon the same rsnhjeel
It may be amended from time to time as other ordinances. It shall
classify public improvements into three groups, as follows : . first, those
which shall be- constructed or provided entirely “from- the -general
revenues of the city; second, those which shall be construeted ov
provided partly from general revenue$ -and . partly from speecinl assess-
nienty; and third, those which shall he constructed or ppovided entively
by special assessments. The secont class may be farther subdixfidod.
The ordinance ghall provide a complete working code, covering petitions
of resident property ovwners, the determination of -assessments and
assessment districts, public hearings, appeals from agsessments and
the trial theveof, reassessments, the sprqa_’ding"of the assessments over
a period of not to-exceed ten years, the collection 9f agsessments alt'mg
with other taxes or otherwise, penalties for delinquency in making
payments, and all other matters appropriate to the sul)jpofz‘of lqcm
improvements and assessments. After the passage of such ordinarce, all
vegolutions providing for public improvements shall conform to. the ‘

Sec, 804, Public works; how performed, Public works including
regulations Inid down in such ordinance. ]
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a11 locnl improvements, maybe constructed, extended, repaived and main-
tuined either by contract, by any agency of the state or fedéral gov-
ernment’ providing work on a rvelief basis and in liéu of dirvect reliet,
~‘or. when authorized by the council, directly by a ecity department in

_ . conformity with plans; specifications and estimates. -Before receiving
.. bidg the ¢ity clerk shall; under the direction of the ecouncil, have suit- -

able plans and specifications prepared -for the -proposed material or
~ project. and” the 'estimo.te,of the .cost. thereof in detail. The award of
"any -contract. amounting - to more -than- ten thousand dollars shall re-

b quire & five:sixths vote of the council. "When the best inteiests of the

celty will be served: thereby, the city .council may organize a constrie-
_ - $ion  department wunder competent supervision and provide it with
- guitible equipment,  The right is reserved to the city council, wpon the
recommendation  of an engineer to perform any work to be let by
contract ‘through  its construction department. All contraets shall be
let to the lowest responsible bidder. but the terin “lowest. iesponsibie
_ hidder” shall be irterpreted as giving the council the right to accept
. any bid which it detérmines o be miost advantageons to the city. The
~..counell shall reserve the right toreject any or all bids. Detailed pro
ceedings - governing. the advertisement for bids and the execution of
- - the contract shall be prescribed by ordinance. The ecity shall require
~contractors to furnish proper bonds,for the protection of the city, the
-employees aud. material men, - :

' CHAPTER 9
" Eminent domain

Sec. 900, Power te: acquire property. 'The “Oity of Titchfield is

: “ll.ereby empowered- to acquire, by purchase, gift, devise, or condemnn-
) tion; any. property, corporeal ‘or ineorpoveal, either within .or without
its corporate boundaries, which may be needed by said eity for any

‘publie. use or purpese, In ‘additlon to the power to acquire property

. for other public purposes, the city may also acquire, as herein provided,
. Any gas, water, heat, power, light, telephone-or other plant or other
publie utility. Easements for slopes, fills, sewers, building lines, poles.
wirey, pipes, and conduits for water, gas, heat, and power may be

acquired by gift, devise, purchase or condemnation in the manner pro-
vided by law. - . Nt o

_ Sec. 901 Proceedings in taling property. The necessity for the
faking of any property by the city shall be determined by the council
- -and shall be declared by a resolution which shall deseribe such property
- 88 nenrly as may be and state the use to which it is to be devoted.
-The acquisition of such property may be accomplisheil. by proceedings
at law, as in taking lang foy public. nse by right of eminent domain
according to the laws of this state, except as otherwise provided in
thig -chavter, R

- shall hereafter be granted by the city -or by
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See, 902. Payment -of award, Whenever an award of damages
shiall De confirined in any proceeding for the taking of property under
this charter, or whenever the court shall render-final judgment -in
any appeal from any such award, and the time for abandoning sich
proceedings by the city shall have expired; thie city shall be bound. to,
and ghall, within sixty days of such final determination, pay the amount
of the atvard ‘ith interest thereon at the rate of G per cent per annum,
from the date of the confifmation of the award or judgment of the
court, a8 the case may bey and if not so paid, judgment therefor may
be had .agninst the city, - . ) o

«Sec. 903. City may abandon preceedings, The city may, by resoln- -
tion of the council at any stage of the condemnstion procesdings, or
at any time twithin thirty days-after any commissioners appq'inted by
the court herewnder shall-have filed their report with: the -clerk of
court, of in case of an appeal to the district or supreme .conrt at any
time within thirty days after final defermination thereof, abandon such
proceedings as to-all or any pareel of ‘the property sought to be ac-
quired anad shall pay all costs thereof, :

See, 904, City may take entire plant, In case the city shall condemn
» -public’ utility which is operated at the time of the "edmmeucepré}nt
of condemnation proceedings as one property or one system, it shall not
be necessary in such condemnation proceedings or any of rthe proceedl-
ings of the council,to describe or treat separately the different kinds
gt property composing -such system, but a1l of  thie property, lands,
articles, franchises, and righis which enter into and go to make up
such system may, unless otherwise ordered by the. court, be trented
together as constituting one property and an. award for the \yh()l-o
property in one lump sum may be made by the commissioners on _con-

* demmation or other body assessing the damages. But thig shall mot

prevent the city, in cases where the plant and property is separable
into distinet parts, from taking omuly such part or parts thereof as may

necegsary in the public interest.

CHAPTER 10
“Franchises SR

Sec. 1000. Franchises defined, The word “t‘mnchise’i 0§ used in
this charter shall be construed to mean.auny special privilege granted
to any person, copartuership, or eorporation, }n, over, upoti, or und.er' any
of the highways or public places of -the city, \Vh@th(}r &}gh 1)r{v11ege
has hevetofore leen granted by it or by the State of Minmesotn; or-
the State of Minnesota,

See, 1001. Tianchise ordinanees, The coungil m'ny grant franghises
by ordinance ndopted Dy 2 five-gixths x:ote, but in no case shall a
franchise be granted by an emergency ordinance. Fx-nn_chxse vights ghall
alwways be subject to the superior rig}lp of thg plﬂr)hc‘ j:o thf% ‘us'e o{ A
streefs fnd public places All corporations, co-partnerships, or persons




HOME RULE CHARTHER—CITY OF LITCHFIELD

" -destring 4o make an gSpecially burdensome use of the streets or public
" ‘places,  inconsistent ‘with the public’'s right in such™ places, or. desiring

- the ‘privilege of placing in, over upon, or under any street or public

‘place any permanent ‘or semi-permanent fixtures for the purpose of
‘constructing or-operating street or other railways, or for telephoning,

ey {elegraphing;. or “transmitting -electrivity, or  transporting by pneu-

- 'matie tubes; or for-furnishing to the city or its inhabitants or any
. “portion thereof” transportation facilities, water, Yght, heat;, power, - or
“-any other publie uillity, or for any other purpose, shall e required

.10 obtain a franchise before proceeding to make such use of the streets
*or-public places or before proceeding to place snch fixtures in sneh
~ places, T '

. - See.-1602; - Pablication: of franchises,” Every ordinance granting or
extending any franchise shall contain all the terms and conditions of
-"the franchise. A franchise shall be without any validity whatever umtil
it has been accepted by the grantee, and until-it has been: given ndequate
publicity,: by ‘the publication. of the franchise verbatinmi in the official
paper of the city at least once a week for two Successive weeks -after

Lo its .passage, . Nothing hereln contained ghall' be construed ag in -any

way ‘preventing “the electors. from exercising their powers under the

- referendum to reject such franchise. )

- QSE:‘?; 1003. Term of franchises limited. No perpetual franchise shall
~ever be granted, nor shall any franchise be granted for a longer term
“than -twenty-five years. :

-Sec, 1004." Power of regulation reserved, The city shall have the
-7ight and power to regulate and control the excerise by any corpora-
tion, co-partnership; or person, of any franchise however acquired, and
W}’leﬂlef( such- franchise has been heretofore granted by it or by the
State of Minnesota, or shall hereafter be granted by the city or by the
State of Minfiesota;

- - Bee. 1005, Regulation of rates and charges. All corporations, eo-
partnerships, ‘and persons” exercising franchises in the city shall give
cotiteouy, efficient, and adequate service at reasonable rates. A reason-
ﬂble'l'ate'shai; be construed to be one which will, with efficient manage-
ment, normally yield, above all operating expenses and depreciation. a
- fair return upon all money honestly and efficiently invested in the plant
. land equipment nsed by the company in the publie service within the
’C_ity—‘. This shall not be construed as a guarantee of a return and in
n.oA‘c ase shall there be any veturn upon franchise value. Within these
‘limits, the determination of the maximum price ov rate to be charged
b_y any company for service rendered to the city or to any person- or
. bersons within the clty shall be made, if possible, by direct negotiations
bg.t Ween the company and the council at public hearvings. In ease of
failure to reach an agreement Dy this method, the council, shall, not
less than thirty days before the expiration of any existing rate schednle
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ot ngreement, appoint an expert as ity representative; the company
shall appo'nt n representative; and these two shall by mutual agreement
soleet -a thivd person; preferably an expert in valuation and rate mak-
ing, who shall together constitute a board of -arbitration. "This board
shall report its findings s soon 4 Possible and the rate which it shall. -
agree upon by a majority vote sliall be the legal rate, subject to
vevision by any court of competent jurisdiction, Schedules of ‘rates
iy fixed shall be ag flexible as may be, and shall in no case fix =
definite vate for a- period. of more than five years.. The city and the
company, may by mutusl agreement, revise existing schedules of rates
at any time, proceedling in ench case-as provideg for the original fixing
of the rates. ) : S : '

See 1006. Arbitration of laboy disputes, - If any controversy, dispute,
or disagreement shall arise between any public merviee corporation, co-
drtnership, or person; operating in the clty, and its einployees, which,
in the opinion of the council interferes, or threatens to interfere -with
the service to which the city ov its Inhabitants are entitled the council
shall liave power to compel the parties. involved in the contraversy to
snbmit the same to a board of arbifration under such proceedure as
huiy be provided by ordinance, The findings of such arbitral authority.
ghall be advisory, unless tlie parties shall agree in advance.to mnke

such findings mandatory. :

Sec. 1007, -Conditions in every franchise, Rvery franchise which
does -mot- contain the provisions preseribed in this seetion shall he
absolutely void and incapable of ratification by estoppel or otherwise.
Bvery franchisc shall contain the following provisionsi = ‘

(a) 'That the grantee shall be subject to and wiil perform oun-its
part all the terms of gections 1000 to 1008 inclusive, as well as all other
pertinent provisions of this charter. - )

{b) That the grantee shall in np case claim or pre’tenc} to exercise
any power to fix faves, Tates and charges; bub that such faves, rates.
and charges shall at all times be just, fair, and reasonable for the
seivices rendered, and shall in all chses be fixed and from time to time
changed in the manuer provided in section 1005 of this charter.

(¢) That the council ghall have the right to require reagonable
extengions of any public service system from time to. time; and to make
such rules and vegulations as may pe required to secure. adequate ;Lnd
proper service aud to provide sufficient accommodations for the public.

(1) That the grantee shall not issue any capital stock on-account
of the franchise or the value thereof, and that the grantee ghall have
: ) emnation procecdings brought-by the city

no right to receive, npon condemnatic :
to acquire the public utility exercising siuch franchise, nny return on

aceount of the franchise or its value, - , o .

" (e) That no sale ot lease of said fronchise shall be coffective until
the assignee or lessee shall have filed in the office of the city clork an
ingtrament, duly executed, reciting the fact of sncly sale o1 lease, fnecept-
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ing the terms .of: the f'rjanchise, and agreeing to perform all the con-
‘ditiong vequived.-of the grantee thereunder. The assignee or lessee shall
- glgo file a bond in such amount and with such conditions as the council
may vequire, which bond shall run to the city as obligee, with sureties
satist‘a(;tory to the council, and shall obligate the assignee or lessee fo
Jischarge ‘all obligations and liabilities -imposed by said franchise,
2o (£).“That every grant iin said franchise coniained of permission
_for the erection of poles, masts, or other fixtures in the streets and
for the att:ichmer@t'of'wires thereto, or for the laying of tracks in, o
- -of ‘pipes or conduits under the streets or public places; or for the placing
- in the streets.or other public places of any permanent or yemi-permanent

-fixtures whatsoever, shall be subject to the conditions that the couneil .

- ‘shall have the power.to require such alterations thereim, or reloeation
or verouting thereof, as the couneil may at any time deem necessavy

_for the safety, health, or convenience of the public, and particnlavly

that it shall have the power to reguire the vemoval of the poles, urasts
nnd other fixtures . bearing wires -and the piscing underground of all

Jirves for whatsoever purpose vsed,

oo{g). Hvery franchige and every extension ov renewal of such fran-
chise, sh;ﬂl -contain- o provision for -its acceptance in writing by the
grantee within thivty days after its passage by fhie ‘council and before its
submission to a vote of the people in case of a referendum. No such
franchise shall. be binding upon the eity until its acceptance by the
g'ran‘tee.{ Stich. aceeptance shall be construed to be anm acceptance of.
‘and consent ‘to, all-the terms, conditions, and limitations contained in

. the ordinance-granting the franchise as well as the provisions of this

- charter,. S )

..(h) Tvery franchise shall be granted subject to the right of the
city to fiequire all rights and property thereunder within the eity limits

by Eminen.t domain as provided in chapter 9 of this charter. 7

The waationrby the holder of any franchise of any of. the express
Drovisions preseribed by this section shall be a sufficient eanse for e
forfeiture of the franchise by n resolution of the council.

" ,Sfm‘ -IQﬁB.'Fur,ther— provisions of franchises, The enumerafion and
specification of -particular matters which must be included in every

.f}l;ill“f-"hfse Or renewal or extension thereof, shall not be construed as.
- Impairing the right of the city to insert in any such franchise or renewal -

z.:; ;K:e;l;llonnthereof such other and further conditions and restrictions
aiviine nell may deem proper to protect the city's interests, nor shal

Y }ngr contained in thiy charter limit any right or -power possessed
by the eity over existing franchises,

) CHAPTER 11
Public ownership and operation of utilities

Pav"seg' 1}00, Acquisition and operation of utilities, The city shall
ave the power to aequive public utilities as provided in chapter 9 of
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this charter, éither within or without the ¢lty. limits and to supply the
ety and sell to its inhabitants and to persons, Tirms or corporations,
ingide or outside the city, within the area permitted by law, all products
of any public utility operated by the city.

See. 1101, Creation of public utilities commission, The council may
at-any time when in its opinion it déems it advisable, by ordinance estab-
lish and create n public utilities commission which shall then have, the
sole and exclugive management and control of all utilities then or any time
thereafter owned or operated by thercity and determined to be a public
utility by the cauncil, The council may at any time by ordinance abolish
any such public utilities- commission. so' created. :

Sec. 1102.. Rates and financés, . The council or the public untilities
commission, if one is established, shall have the power to fix all rates
nnd charges for water, light, heat, and all other utilities provided - by
plants .owned by that city, but such rates and charges shall be just and
veasonable.  In like manner the council, or the  public utilities’ com-
mission, it oue is established, may prescribe the time and manner in
which payments for all such services shall be made, dnd the manner
in which ‘water; &as, steam and electric current shall be computed or
measured, whether by meter or flat rate, and make such. other regnla-
tions as may be necessary, and may prescribe pénalties for violations
for such regulations, The couneil, or the public utilities commission,
if one is established, shall audit’ all utility claims and authorize pay-
ment . thereof. ; Lo

Sec. 1103, Purchase in bull The council or the public utilities
commission, if one is established, may in lieu of providing for the local
production of gas, steam, electricity, water, and other utilities,. purchase
fhie same in bulk and yesell them to loeal consumers at such rates as it

may fix. , :
. Soc. 1104, Public utility. How sold, No public ntility owned by

the city, whether acguired prior to the adoption of this charter or

thereafter, shall be sold or otherwise disposed of by the city, nnless the
le or other disposition -thereof,

full terms of the proposition of said sale : :
together with thie price to be paid therefore, shall have been .elubodxeq
in any ordingnce passed by a five-sixths vote of the council in 1:.he
tsual way, and submitted to the clectors at a genernl or spec.inl election
and approved by atwo-thirds majority vote of the electors voting thereon,

CHAPTER 12 -
Miscellaneons and transitory ‘provisions ,

See, 1200, Official - publications. he council shall regulate by
ordinance the manner in which official publicity shall be given to the
holding of elections, ordinances, resolutions, inifiative, referendum, and
recall petitions, to requests for pids upon confemplated purchages and
contracty, and to all other matters whatsoever which require publication
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either by the terms of this charter or by the laws of Minnesota. Tt
shall 'arﬁ'n,ually {esignate a newspaper of general cirenlation in the ity
as -the officiaI, paper in which -shall be published such measures and
matters as. the council may deem it wise to have published in this
. cumanner, or in lien -thereof it may establish a munieipal pziblieation.
vyhich shall then be the official newspaper.  The conneil may in s

: ;discretion’provide‘for the .publication -of the annual budget, ordinances,
~refolutions, initiative, referendum, and recall petitions, election notices

- and suc‘h other megsures and matters ag it may deem wise by the posting
ot ty’pgwrit,ten, mimepgraphed, or printed- copies thereof upon af least
one bulletin board located in the most public places of the ¢ity, and for
such period of time as the council may direct in each case. If the latter
mei;hm of publication 1§ adopted the council may provide that it shall
be in lieu of other methods of publication or in addition thereto at its
: optiqx;.jWhereever in this charter there is 4 roquirement of the publica-
- tion “of any measure or matter, it shall be understood that the city
',C"‘"}l‘fn may designate the manner of such publication, subject to the
options permitted by this section; but nothing herein contained shall
be construed as authorizing or as attempting to authorize any violation

- of the constitution or the statutes of the State of Minnesota in any
. matter which is of State concern or which is exclusively under State

S tontrol, *

o See. 1201, Oath of office. Tvery officer of the city shall, Lefore
entering upon the duties of his office, take and subseribe an path of
. office ‘in ‘substantially the following form: *I do solemuly swear (or
- affirmy to. support the constitution of the United States and of this
_-'St,ﬂte.' and to discharge faithfully the duties devolving upon me #s
- (mayor, or councilman, or city attorney, ete.) of this city to the
best o my judgnient and, ability.”

" See. 1202, City officers not to be interested in contracts, No ity
;ﬁﬁeen Who shall be nuthorized to sell’ or lease any property, to make
any. contract in his official capacity, or to take part in making such
sale, lease, or contract; nor any employee of such official shall. vol

+ untarily become interested individually in such sale, lease or contract.
- directly or indivectly ; provided however, that the couneil may designate s
“baxk in which any eity officer s interested as a depositary for city funds
by a five-sixths vote of the council, A violation of this section shall dis-
fualify the offender from continuing in office and he shall be removed
therefrom, Any contract with the city in twhich any such ofticer is.
ur ?ecomeS. directly or indivectly interested shall be void and any money
~which shall have been paid on such contract by the city may be re-
covered from any or a1 persons. iiterested therein by johit br =evern)
action. L
Sec. 1203, 0fficinl honds, The city clerk and sneh other officers of

the city as may be provideq for by orainance, shall each hefore enter-.

g upon the duties of their respective offices, give a surety Tiond to

~ the amoumnt o
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the -city in such sum as may be fixed by the council as an additional
security for the faithful performance of their respective official duties
and the safekeeping of the public. funds. Such bonds shall be approved
by tbe city council and shall be endorsed by at least three members
of the council as having been so approved. They shall be filed with
the city clerk, The provisions of the laws of the state relating to officinl
bonds, not incongistent with this charter, shall be complied. with,  The -
premiums on Such bonds shall be paid byrthe city.

See, 1204, City property not lost by adverse possession, No Tight.

title, estute or eéasement of the city in any. property shall be lost by

adverse, possession or oceupaney, and no statute of limitations shall
operate against the eity i favor of any: person occupying any puhlic
property or highway, whether such higlhway shall have been improven
or not.

See, “1205. Sales of real property, No real property of the city
shall be disposed of except by ordinance or resolution. The proceeds
of -any such sale shall be used as far as possible to retire any out
stonding indebtedness incurred by -the city in the purchage, constrne-
tion, or improvement of this or -other property used for the same public -

‘purpose; but if there be no such outstanding indebtedness, then™ the

council may by n resolution adopted by 3 five-sixths vote designate some
other publie use for such proceeds. - i : -

Sec. 1206. Vacation of streets. -On petition of a majority of the
owners of Iand abutting on any street or alley, the couneil- may by
vesolution vacate the same or any part thereof, if it shall appear for the
interest -of the public so to do, first giving one week's published and
posted notice of g hearing to be had thereon, but such vaeation shall
yiot become effective until a eertified copy of such resolution shall he
filed with the Register of Deeds of the county. i

Sec. 1207, Damage suits. No action shall be maintained agninst
the city on account of any injuries or -damages to persons or property,
unless such action shall be commenced within one year from the oceurr
ence of.such injury or damage, nor unless notice shall have Dbeen in
writing to the city clerk within thirty days of the occurrence of such
injury or damage, stating the time when and the specific place where.
and the civcumstances under which, the same occurred, ang that the

. person injured or damaged will claim damages of the city thervefore, and

f compensation or other relief demanded.

See. 1208. Recovery of judgment for damages, If any judgment
shall be recovered in any action agninSt.the city for any inmjmy or
damage cansged by any obstruction, excavation, opening, or defect in any

und caused or- oceasioned by the act or

street or alley or public grov _ ,
omission of any persen or corporation, the city shall have the right fo
recover the amoeunt of any such jodgment from the person or corpora-




I—IOME RULE CHARTER—CITY OF LITCHFIELD

t‘:ion' g0 responsible for such obshruction, excavation, opening, or defect:
_and giich: person or- corpomtmn is hereby declared to be liable to the
velty in the amount: of Such damages. i

e Sec. 1209, City to succeed to rights and obligations of former village,

*.. mhe-city: shall succeed to all the property, rights, and privileges, and

ghall be subject to all the legal obligationy of the Village of Litehfield.
-amnder its former eharter

: , Sec. 121(),. Present ofﬁcers io hold office till when. The present
.- officers of the Village of Litchfield shall continue in their respective
offices ‘and functions-and shall continue to govern the city in the
- usual manner until the first secular day of January, 1944. = They

shall make such financial and other provisions for the fiscal years of
-1943-and 1944 as will serve to carry oa the government uiitil a'govern-
‘ment has-been set up under this charter, and they shall make pro-
visions for the election of. the first city council as prov1ded for in
Chapter 4 of this charter

S ,S,ﬁc. 1211, Statutes not affected by charter. ‘All general laws and
“_statutes of the state applicable fo all cities operating under home rule
charters, .or applicable to cities of the same-class ag the 'City of Titeh-
‘field operating wnder home rule charters, and not inconsistent with the
. provisions of this charter, shall apply to the City of Litchfield, and
-shall be 'construéd as 'supplem’entfxry to the provisions of this charter,

Sec. 1212 Existing ordinances - continued. = All ordinances -and

. regulations of the city in force when this charter takes effect, and not

inconsistent with the provisions thereof, ‘are heveby continued in full
. foree and effect until amended or repealed.

-Sec, 1213. Pending condemnations and assessments. Any condemna-
~tion or assessment proceeding in progress when this e¢harter takes effect
shall be continued and completed under the laws under which such
Droceedings were begun, AIl assessments mnde by the eity prior to the
- time when this chirter takes effect shall be collected and the len thereot
enforced in the sume manner as if this charter had not been adopted.

Sec. 1214, Ordinances to malke charter cifective. The council is
hereby empowered to, and it shall by orvdinance, make such regulations
a8 may be necessary to caryy ont and make effective the provisions of
this charter,
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CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION OF HOME RBULE CHARTER

8tate of Minnesota )
County of Meeker ; 5

I, Ho Ao Plate, Mayor of the Village of Litchfield
and as such the chief magistrate of sald village do hefeby
certify that the charter hereto attached and made & partr of
this certificate, is a true and correct copy of the charter
returned and filed withrthé village by the duly appointeﬁ
and qualified board of freeholders of said villagee

I further certify that sald charter was duly sub-
mitted to the voters of the Village of Litchfield at a
gpecial election held in said village on the 28th day of
Junegrlgéﬁg and wge duly adopted by a vote of 285 for the.
charter and 168 agalnst the charter, the total vote cast in
8aid Village of Litchfield at ssld election being 444,

Witness my hand and the corporate seal of the
Village of Litchfield this 6th day of July, 1943,

)
‘I:&ge’f«emiat chfi eld

| S e

- A - M’m
Viilage He corder ,’

@ﬁl/crm. [ /YS; c, ”’9’3’?3
STATE a7 ”M’NESOTA

LEPARTMBa p OR STATH

ML ED
JUL2 41943

ﬁ%%/%g,

Secretory of State,




